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USES  OF  PTELEO-PEPSIN. 

F.   H.   WHiDIAMS,   M.  D. 


After  reading  Dr.  Hoke's  report  of  the  pteleo-pepsin  com- 
poand  in  the  Gazette  for  March,  1878,  I  procured,  through  his 
kindness,  two  pounds  of  the  article.  My  experience  in  its  use 
has  been  highly  satisfactory.  Previously  I  had  been  using 
tincture  pteleo  for  irritable  stomachs. 

My  first  case  was  a  boy  aged  2^,  whose  tongue  was  habitually 
coated  at  the  base,  point  red  and  rather  elongated;  bowels  al- 
ternating between  diarrhea  and  constipation,  with  stools  rather 
white.  Had  kept  him  relieved  with  five-drop  doses  of  tinct. 
leptandra.  Gave  the  pteleo-pepsin  compound,  six  drops  after 
each  meal,  which  in  about  two  weeks  cleared  the  tongue,  reg- 
ulated the  bowels,  gave  a  much  better  color  to  the  skin,  and 
caused  a  regular  appetite.  I  called  the  trouble  a  dyspepsia  of 
the  duodenum.  I  noticed  that  the  torpor  of  the  liver  was  re- 
lieved without  hepatics. 

Case  2. — A  married  lady  with  vaginitis,  some  prolapse  of  the 
vagina,  an  irritable  vagina  and  uterus.  Tongue  broad,  mem- 
branes deep-red  with  "pepper  points"  all  over  the  tip,  the  base 
always  coated  with  a  deep  yellowish  fur.  Subject  to  depres- 
sion of  spirits  and  frequent  attacks  much  like  bilious  colic 
Constipated.  The  ptelea  compound  cleared  oflF  the  tongue, 
stopped  the  colic  pains,  and  gave  strength  with  regular  appe- 
tite. It  required  the  addition  of  syrup  rhei  compound  to  open 
the  bowels. 

Case  3. — ^A  girl  aged  3^,  very  pale  and  muddy  skin,  dark  cir- 
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cles  under  the  eyes.  No  appetite,  very  "dumpish,"  sits  all  day 
in  one  place  with  no  desire  to  play.  Tongue  clean  but  broad, 
pale,  anaemic.  Urine  copious  and  pale.  Ordered  equal  parts 
of  saturated  recent  agrimonia  and  hydrastis,  gtta.  x,  four  times 
a  day.  Then  the  wafer-ash  compound,  gtta.  x  after  meals.  The 
whole  look  of  the  child  changed  in  three  weeks,  and  now  it  is 
as  rosy  and  lively  as  any  child  I  ever  saw.  Only  one  prescrip- 
tion was  used. 

I  have  given  it  in  five  cases  of  irritable  digestion  following 
summer  complaints,  amendment  in  about  a  week,  which  seems 
to  be  permanent  and  altogether  beyond  what  I  find  from  lacto- 
peptine  or  pepsin.  Sometimes  I  use  with  it  frequent  doses  of 
a  very  weak  infusion  of  calcined  rheum  and  soda,  when  the  dis- 
charges turn  green  on  standing. 

In  one  case  of  an  old  woman  with  stomach  indigestion,  flatu- 
lence, and  frequent  diarrhea.  I  had  immediate  relief  from  the 
use  of  phosphate  hydrastia  gr.  v  in  pteleo-pepsin  compound  Sij ; 
gtta.  XV  after  meals. 

In  a  woman  with  intensely  red  mucous  membranes,  tongue 
clean  and  smooth,  with  nausea  and  complaint  of  burning  in  the 
stomach,  I  am  getting  good  results  from  the  wafer-ash  com- 
pound gtta.  XV  after  meals ;  and  a  week  infusion  of  hydrastis 
and  eupatorium  perfoliatum,  a  tablespoonful  once  in  four  hours. 
This  case  is  of  years  duration. 

I  value  this  compound  very  much.  It  seems  to  act  equally 
well  in  irritable  states  of  the  stomach,  or  ihose  peculiar  states 
of  the  duodenum  with  torpor  of  secretion  and  irritation  of  the 
peristaltic  action  in  children.  I  judge  that  its  best  results  will 
be  found  below  the  stomach. 

Bristol^  Conn, 


SIX  WEEKS  WITHOUT  EATING. 

PROF.  WM.  H.  COOK,  M.  D. 

Occasionally  we  read  a  sensational  newspaper  story  about 
me  person  who  lives  a  long  time  without  food.     Of  course 


some  person  wno  lives  a  long  ume  witnoui^  looa.     vji  course 
such  reports  are  deceptive,  the  very  "nature  of  things"  making 


Six  Weeks  without  Eating.  1 1 

it  impossible  to  live  without  food  beyond  a  certain  limited 
period.  The  robust  may  continue  to  live  to  the  ninth  day,  if 
wholly  deprived  of  nourishment;  the  more  feeble  will  scarcely 
endure  beyond  the  sixth  day.  So  well  known  are  these  facts, 
and  so  distinct  are  the  symptoms  belonging  to  such  starvation, 
that  all  reports  about  women  living  thirty  and  forty  days,  or 
even  five  or  six  months,  without  having  any  aliment,  are  sheer 
falsities.  Whenever  such  cases  are  watched  with  just  scrutiny 
it  will  be  found  that  food  in  various  forms  was  obtained  regu- 
larly in  some  surreptitious  manner. 

In  the  case  to  which  I  here  invite  attention,  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed that  the  patient  had  no  aliment  for  six  weeks,  but  virtually 
that  no  food  Was  eaten  during  that  space  of  time.  It  was  a 
case  of  typhus  fever  with  a  pronounced  gastric  irritation  from 
its  incipience.  Patient  a  small  woman  in  fair  flesh,  with  pro- 
dromata  slowly  advancing  over  a  period  of  three  weeks.  Hepa- 
tic torpor  was  distinct  throughout;  and  the  presentation  of 
either  food  or  medicine  to  the  stomach  would  be  followed  im- 
mediately by  severe  burning  sensations,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
by  distressing  vomiting.  It  proved  wholly  impossible  to  allay 
these  symptoms  except  by  the  most  absolute  rest  to  the  stom- 
ach; and  so  all  medicine,  food  and  water  were  with-held  from 
the  stomach, — except  two  teaspoons  of  very  weak  squirrel  broth, 
the  beaten  white  of  two  eggs,  and  two  dessertspoonfuls  of 
cream.  These  articles  were  given  during  the  third  and  fourth 
weeks  of  abstinence,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  received 
kindly  by  the  stomach.  It  was  a  delusive  hope ;  for  the  gastric 
troubles  returned  at  each  attempt  at  feeding  by  the  stomach, 
and  the  enforced  abstinence  had  to  be  continued.  Even  the 
small  quantities  thus  fed  were  ejected  within  a  few  minutes, 
and  certainly  were  not  used  in  the  system. 

For  a  full  period  of  six  weeks,  then,  this  lady  received  no 
nourishment  by  way  of  the  stomach.  On  an  average,  six  per- 
sons of  her  strength  would  have  starved  to  death  in  that  time. 
She  was  kept  alive  chiefly  by  nourishing  enemata,  repeated 
every  three  to  three  and  a  half  hours,  night  and  day.  These 
enemas  consisted  mostly  of  rich  barley  water,  about  three 
ounces  at  a  time.  Some  of  Leibig's  extract  of  beef  was  used, 
and  80  was  a  little  cream ;  but  the  animal  foods  were  not  so 
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well  received  as  the  barley  water,  the  patient  feeling  worse 
and  having  a  foul  taste  in  the  mouth  after  the  injections  of 
beef  and  milk.  Not  only  was  the  barley  well  received ;  but  the 
system  became  so  accustomed  to  it  that,  when  three  hours  ex- 
pired, an  undefined  sense  of  uneasiness  arose,  which  increased 
till  an  enema  was  given,  and  was  soon  recognized  as  actual 
hunger. 

Advantage,  to  some  extent,  was  taken  of  the  absorbent  pow- 
ers of  the  skin,  and  inunctions  of  cream  were  used  over  the 
abdomen  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours.  Benefit  was  re- 
ceived therefrom,  during  a  period  of  about  ten  days ;  but  they 
then  created  in  the  mouth  the  foul  sense  of  undigested  animal 
food,  and  so  were  discontinued. 

The  case,  as  a  whole,  was  a  most  desperate  one,  with  great 
hepatic  torpor,  and  the  fullest  run  of  typhus  symptoms.  Of 
the  wretched  state  of  the  mouth  and  tongue  it  would  be  nearly 
impossible  to  conceive.  There  was  a  large  swelling  of  the  right 
parotid,  for  a  time  threatening  suppuration.  Both  lungs  suf- 
fered from  extensive  hypostatic  pneumonia,  with  expectoration 
of  nearly  black  blood  for  many  days.  Involuntary  mictu ration, 
with  bloody  and  very  offensive  urine,  existed  for  three  weeks. 
Evacuations  of  the  bowels  were  secured  about  every  third  day 
by  putting  bone- set  in  an  enema;  and  at  one  time  large  masses 
of  gangrenous  mucous  membrane  were  voided.  Emaciation  re- 
duced the  woman  to  a  mere  bundle  of  bones,  and  almost  the 
entire  surface  became  so  tender  that  it  was  very  painful  to 
turn  her  in  bed.  Coma  alone,  in  the  list  of  usual  typhus  symp- 
toms, was  escaped;  but  great  lethargy  existed  for  four  days  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  second  week. 

After  the  first  few  days  of  fever,  (at  which  time  gastric  ali- 
mentation was  discontinued,)  no  medicine  whatever  was  given 
by  the  stomach  for  over  six  weeks.  Medication  was  principally 
by  the  bowel, — adding  asclepias,  eupatorium  purpureum,  hy- 
drastia,  gentian,  etc.,  to  the  enemas,  as  severally  indicated. 
Extracts  of  euonymus  and  fraxinus  were  used  over  the  liver, 
till  the  skin  became  too  sore  to  endure  them.  Lobelia  tincture, 
with  a  little  capsicum  and  considerable  fluid  extract  verbascum, 
was  used  over  the  chest  and  entire  spine  every  six  hours,  the 
capsicum    being  gradually  withdrawn.     Very  few  spongings 
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were  employed,  for  any  handling  proved  rapidly  exhaustive, 
and 'death  from  heart  syncope  was  imminent  several  times. 
Under  such  extremely  adverse -circumstances,  the  restoration 
of  the  secretions  was  a  most  tedious  matter ;  but  they  were 
finally  restored  in  perfectness,  and  the  woman  is  to-day  making 
encouraging  progress  under  sanative  medicine. 

As  a  whole,  this  case  was  the  most  trying  one  of  its  class 
that  it  has  ever  fallen  to  my  lot  to  manage.  Eecovery  under 
such  circumstances  is  a  monument  to  the  marvellous  curative 
powers  of  Nature  assisted  by  Nature's  sanative  remedies.  '  It 
shows,  also,  the  wonderful  use  that  can  be  made  of  the  bowel 
to  sustain  life.  Nourishing  enemata  are  usually  spoken  of 
when  disease  of  the  oesophagus,  cancer  of  the  stomach,  or  some 
such  malady;  makes  swallowing  or  gastric  digestion  impossible 
For  many  years,  I  have  been  accustomed  to  employ  them  when 
the  stomach  would  not  receive,  or  could  not  digest  food  during 
fever.  In  this  way  exclusively  I  have  a  number  of  times  fed 
the  patient  for  one  or  two  weeks;  but  to  sustain  life  thus  in  a 
typhus  case  for  six  full  weeksj  is  probably  unique  experience- 


SALICYLIC  ACID  AND  ITS  COMPOUNDS. 


Dr.  W.  O.  Moore  makes  a  lengthy  and  exhaustive  compila- 
lation  of  this  topic,  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Journal  for  July, 
1879.  We  condense  the  main  features  of  his  paper:  Salicylic 
acid  and  salicylate  of  soda  are  identical  in  action.  Whether 
taken  into  the  stomach  or  injected  into  the  integuments,  they 
are  absorbed,  and  may  be  detected  in  the  blood,  bile,  pancre- 
atic juice,  milk,  etc.  Injected  in  dogs,  it  rapidly  depressed 
branches  of  the  vagus  in  the  lungs,  leading  to  asphyxia  by  car- 
bonic acid  poisoning;  and  in  larger  quantities  quickly  reduced 
the  blood-pressure  to  zero,  retarding  cardiac  movements,  and 
ending  in  death  preceded  by  convulsions. 

In  man,  they  cause  irritation  of  the  fauces  and  throat,  and 
naso-pharyngeal  catarrh.  They  reduce  the  temperature  by  one 
or  two  degrees,  usually  causing  a  congestive  period  with  dimin- 
ished acuteness  of  sight  and  hearing,  and  tinnitus  aurium  that 
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may  last  a  whole  day.  Collapse  has  been  noticed  sometimes, 
becoming-very  severe,  with  marked  cerebral  symptoms,  the  pa- 
tient barely  rallying.  They  first  increase  the  heart  action ;  but 
later  the  heart  force  and  rapidity  diminish,  the  vaso-motor  ner- 
vous apparatus  of  the  heart  is  paralyzed,  and  the  pulse  becomes 
weaker.  At  first  they  irritate  the  pulmonary  nerves  and  there- 
by quicken  respiration ;  but  afterwards  paralyze  the  respira 
tory  centre. 

Continued  for  any  length  of  time,  they  act  as  solvents  to  the 
bony  tissues,  an  increased  amount  of  salts  of  lime  appearing  in 
the  urine.  Ulcerations  and  erosions  of  the  digestive  mucous 
membrane  occur  sometimes. 

The  characters  of  direct  poisoning  are  as  follows :  An  anx- 
ious expression,  restlessness,  flushed  face,  dilated  pupils  scarce 
ly  sesponsive  to  light,  considerable  divergent  strabismus;  res- 
piration nearly  60  per  minute  but  not  shallow;  pulse  little 
quickened;  sensorium  free  but  speech  difficult.  Following  or 
associated  with  these  are  delirium,  hallucinations,  disturbances 
in  speech,  and  extremely  irregular  pulse.  In  one  case  report- 
ed, the  patient  lingered  a  month  through  a  succession  of  such 
symptoms,  with  bed  sores,  apathy,  and  other  alarming  varia- 
tions. In  many  cases  where  rheumatic  suffering  seemed  re- 
lieved, moderate  doses  were  soon  followed  by  buzzing,  deaf- 
ness, loud  and  sighing  respiration,  delirium  not  unlike  delirium 
tremens,  and  involuntary  evacuations  of  urine  and  faeces. 


■o- 


CASE  OF  CONGENITAL  TUMOR. 

J.   FERREL,   M.  D. 


Some  time  in  November  1878, 1  was  called  in  consultation 
with  Dr.  Overbeck,  near  Weston,  to  examine  a  congenital  tu- 
mor in  the  mouth  of  a  child  about  two  days  old.  It  was  locat- 
ed on  the  lower  jaw,  immediately  over  the  symphysis,  and  had 
its  attachment  to  the  gum,  before,  behind,  and  on  the  top  of 
he  jaw,  with  a  base  or  neck  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.    It  occupied  the  entire  orifice  of  the  mouth,  project- 
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ing  about  as  far  forward  from  the  lips  as  it  extended  backward 
in  the  mouth. 

The  child,  during  its  wakeful  hours,  made  an  unceasing  ef- 
fort to  get  rid  of  the  obstruction  with  both  its  lips  and  tongue* 
As  it  could  neither  nurse  nor  take  nourishment  of  any  kind, 
in  consequence  of  an  inability  to  use  the  tongue  in  the  effort 
of  swallowing,  it  became  very  hungry  during  the  two  days  it 
had  gone  without  nourishment. 

TreatmenU — As  the  child  was  famishing  for  something  to 
sustain  it,  we  decided  at  once  to  remove  the  tumor.  Accord- 
ingly we  prepared  a  waxed  ligature  made  of  several  strands  of 
strong  silk.  I  then  made  a  surgeon's  loop  sufficiently  large 
and  threw  it  around  the  tumor,  when  Dr.  0.,  with  the  handle 
of  a  spatula,  pressed  it  down  on  tlie  jaw.  The  ligature  was 
drawn  sufficiently  tight  to  cut  off  the  circulation,  when  I  re- 
moved the  tumor  with  a  few  sweeps  of  the  knife  close  to  the 
ligature.  It  seemed  to  be  at  its  base  or  neck  of  a  semi-carti- 
laginous structure,  and  in  the  interior  and  on  the  surface  of 
the  tumor  proper  of  a  fleshy  consistence  and  very  vascular. 
Upon  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  the  deformity,  which  was  some- 
what frightful  to  the  friends,  was  at  once  removed  and  the 
child  presented,  not  only  a  natural,  but  a  good-looking  appear- 
ance. It  was  now  put  to  the  breasts  of  the  mother,  when  it  had 
no  trouble  in  nursing.  The  ligature  came  off  in  a  few  days  and 
the  wound  healed  without  further  trouble,  having  no  fears  of 
a  return  of  the  tumor. 

Hampton^  Mo. 


A  FEATHER  CAUSING  A  FISTULA. 

DR.  D.  ELDER. 


On  Feb.  15th  I  was  called  to  attend  a  child  of  J.  H.  Hurst,  4 
months  old,  which  seemed  to  be  attacked  with  catarrhal  fever 
which  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  at  that  tinie.  ^Gave  it  treat- 
ment which  it  seemed  to  yield  to  in  about  two  days;  yet  seem- 
ed to  be  sore  and  complained  very  much  on  being  handled  till 
the  24th,  when  Mr.  H.  came  to  my  house  and  informed  me 
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that  he  had  found  out  what  ailed  his  babe.    He  said  it  had  an 
abscess,  and  he  was  afraid  it  was  a  fistula.    I  immediately  vis- 
ited it,  and  found  an  abscess  immediately  at  the  9,pex  of  the 
V  coccyx  discharging  freely  of  healthy  pus. 

On  inquiry  I  learned  that  cositiveness  had  supervened,  so  I 
had  enemas  used  composed  of  lobelia  herb  and  two  drachms 
cj'^pripedium,  infused  in  half  a  pint  of  warm  water,  to  use  an 
ounce  three  times  a  day.  As  a  tonic  I  ordered  an  infusion  of 
two  parts  cypripedium  to  one  of  hydrastis,  a  heaping  teaspoon- 
ful  to  a  cupful  of  warm  water,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given  every 
three  hours.  The  child  seemed  to  have  paroxysms  of  pain,  at 
which  times  it  would  be  very  pale  and  bathed  in  a  profuse 
cold  perspiration,  which  the  above  treatment  relieved  in  two 
days. 

The  case  continued  about  the  same  for  four  or  five  days, 
when  another  abscess  began  to  make  its  appearance,  opposite 
to  and  about  half  an  inch  to  the  right  of  the  anus,  which  hiy 
attention  was  called  to  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  Feb.,  which 
I  saw  needed  to  be  opened,  but  it  being  too  dark  to  see  well, 
concluded  to  postpone  till  morning,  and  ordered  a  bread  and 
milk  poultice  to  be  kept  to  it  till  I  returned  in  the  'morning. 
Early  next  morning  Mr.  H.  came  to  my  house  and  said  the 
abscess  had  broken,  and  there  was  a  needle  or  pin  or  some- 
thing else  in  it,  and  wanted  me  to  go  and  take  it  out.  I  went 
and  examined  it,  and  in  the  orifice  there  was  a  dark  speck 
which  looked  very  much  like  the  point  of  a  thorn.  I  took 
from  my  case  a  pair  of  sharp- pointed  forceps  and  extracted 
it,  and  it  was  the  end  of  a  feather  that  had  been  broken  or 
most  likely  cut  off  about  half  ai^  inch  long,  the  cut  end  of 
which  was  as  sharp  as  a  needle  and  presented  at  the  orifice. 
The  child  from  this  time  began  to  mend  and  is  now  about 
well,  though  there  is  yet  some  discharge  from  the  second 
opening. 

Now  the  only  way  I  can  account  for  how  the  feather  came 
to  produce  the  above  phenomenon  is,  that  the  child  must  have 
got  it  into  its  mouth  and  swallowed  it.  It  was  probably  car- 
ried through  the  alimentary  canal  till  it  got  in  the  folds  of 
the  rectum,  where  it  became  lodged,  the  sharp  point  cutting 
hrough  the    mucous    membrane    and   producing   ulceration. 
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Consequently  it  made  its  way  in  the  direction  that  the  sharp 
point  pointed  till  it  came  into  the  cellular  tissues  under  the 
skin,  when  it  took  its  course  downward  until  it  caused  suffi- 
cient suppuration  to  destroy  the  integument  and  make  its 
escape. 
Scottville^  Ilia. 


A  CASE  OF  MALIGNANT  DIPHTHERIA. 

JOSEPH  BECK,  M.  D. 


I  WAS  recently  called  to  treat  a  case  of  malignant  diphtheria. 
Patient,  a  boy  of  six  years,  who  had  been  going  to  school,  and 
by  the  father  was  supposed  to  have  a  bad  cold.  Found  him 
lying  upon  his  back  in  a  stupid  condition,  but  every  few  min- 
utes partially  arousing  and  attempting  to  get  out  of  bed. 
Breath  very  offensive,  sordes  on  the  lips  and  teeth,  tongue 
black,  palate  and  fauces  very  much  swollen,  a  black  exudate 
covering  much  of  the  fauces  and  extending  to  the  nostrils. 
Externally,  the  glands  and  face  were  swollen  very  much. 
Pulse  140,  small,  weak,  irregular;  extremities  cold;  no  oper- 
ation for  three  days ;  urine  dark  colored ;  eyes  watering,  and 
surrounded  by  a  dark  areola. 

Treatment — Used  officinal  composition,  three  parts,  hydras- 
tis  one  part,  a  very  little  more  capsicum, — a  heaped  table- 
spoonful  of  the  powders  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water;  dose,  two 
tablespoonfuls  every  half  hour.  Kubbed  him  all  over  with 
stimulating  liniment.  Gave  as  an  injection  a  teaspoonful  of 
powdered  composition  in  four  ounces  of  starch  water,  and  had 
it  retained  by  a  compress ;  but  it  was  not  long  till  it  procured 
a  inovement  from  the  bowels,  the  discharge  being  of  a  black 
and  tarry  character.  This  injection  was  to  be  repeated  every 
two  hours  till  reaction  and  a  better  pulse  were  secured ;  the 
liniment  to  be  used  on  the  spine,  abdomen  and  feet  every  two 
hours.  He  could  not  gargle,  therefore  his  throat  had  to  be 
swabbed;  and  I  used  for  this  purpose  perchloride  of  iron  in 
glycerine,  applied  every  three  hours  with  a  camePs  hair  brush. 
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Every  fifteen  hours  gave  a  hepatic  composed  of  one  grain  each 
leptandrin,  apocynin,  hydrastin  and  capsicum. 

The  next  day  I  found  reaction  had  set  in  and  my  patient 
warmed  up ;  but  he  was  perfectly  wild  and  had  to  be  held 
in  bed.  I  now  had  him  bathed  with  alkaline  water;  gave 
cypripedium  with  composition  every  four  hours.  He  had  an- 
other dark  stool.  Next  day  I  found  him  nervous,  picking  at 
the  bed-clothes,  and  his  feet  cold.  They  had  not  given  the 
infusion  as  I  directed.  I  again  bathed  him  with  liniment, 
used  the  previous  remedies,  and  gave  aralia  hispida  and  arc- 
tium  for  the  kidneys.  Had  to  work  with  him  myself  several 
hours  before  I  could  get  up  reaction.  Throat  doing  well.  Ap- 
plied to  the  feet  capsicum  on  mush  poultice,  and  continued 
previous  treatment. 

Fourth  day.  Pulse  125,  regular,  full.  Urine  more  free  and 
not  so  dark.  Exudate  commencing  to  peel  off,  and  some  bleed- 
ing from  the  throat.  Has  had  two  more  stools,  very  dark,  but 
with  a  greenish  cast.  Continued  the  same  treatment,  omitting 
the  hepatic. 

Fifth  day.  Patient  slept  a  little  last  night  for  the  first  time. 
Rational  this  morning;  tongue,  lips  and  teeth  commencing 
to  clean;  pulse  120,  regular.  Same  treatment.  From  this 
time  onward  he  mended  steadily,  tonics  gradually  took  the 
place  of  the  sharp  stimulating  treatipent,  and  the  child  is  now 
well. 

Eldorado^  0. 


AN  OBSTETRICAL  CASE. 


p.  J.  PUCKETT,  M.  D. 


It  is  probably  quite  unnecessary  to  tell  Physio-Medicalists 
anything  about  relieving  the  system  and  sustaining  Nature 
in  any  obstetrical  case,  for  they  all  have  had  plenty  of  ex- 
perience in  that.  And  yet  I  sometimes  meet  a  tough  case 
where  it  is  claimed  nothing  could  be  done  except  by  ergot 
and  the  forceps,  and  that  the  woman  will  surely  die  unless  the 
child  is  delivered  by  the  forceps ;  but  yet  I  have  succeeded  in 
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delivering  them  safely  without  either  of  these  dangerous 
means.  I  will  report  a  case  of  this  kind  that  was  quite  inter- 
esting to  me  and  which  may  interest  some  of  your  young  prac- 
titioners. 

I  was  called  in  great  haste  on  Sunday  morning  to  see  a 
lady  in  the  hands  of  an  allopathist  She  had  been  in  labor 
since  the  previous  Monday  night,  when  he  had  been  called 
because  I  was  not  then  at  my  home.  He  told  me  the  pelvis 
was  too  small  for  the  head  to  pass,  and  the  head  had  been 
fixed  fast  in  the  excavation  some  three  hours,  the  lady  strug- 
gling in  the  throes  of  labor  without  any  advance.  I  asked 
if  he  had  relaxed  her  any  to  relieve  the  soft  parts.  He  said 
she  had  been  vomiting  oflF  and  on  all  night. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  child's  head  low  down,  and  told 
the  lady  I  could  deliveriier,  at  which  she  actually  clapped  her 
hands.  I  put  into  some  warm  water  tincture  of  lobelia,  fluid 
extracts  cimicifuga  and  lady  slipper,  and  a  little  peppermint, 
and  gave  her  a  teaspoonful  of  this  as  often  as  she  could  take  it 
and  not  vomit.  She  took  about  seven  or  eight  doses,  and  I 
then  gave  her  half  an  ounce  tincture  lobelia, — the  tongue  be- 
ing very  much  coated.  She  quickly  threw  up  a  quantity  of 
bile. 

I  fonnd  the  bowels  had  moved  but  once  since  the  previous 
Monday  night,  the  doctor  having  done  nothing  in  this  time 
to  unload  them.  I  at  once  gave  an  enema  of  }obelia  tinct- 
ure, ginger  and  leptandra  in  some  warm  water.  She  want- 
ed to  have  an  evacuation  immediately,  but  I  insisted  on  her 
waiting  a  few  minutes.  Then  she  was  allowed  to  use  the 
vessel;  and  was  so  elated  that  she  spoke  out  and  said:  ^^What 
a  difference  in  the  management  of  two  doctors."  I  did 
not  let  on  that  1  heard,  but  my  allopathic  friend  squeezed 
his  tobacco  so  hard  that  he  spit  a  quantity  of  juice  at 
once. 

In  two  or  three  hours  I  had  the  squalling  child  in  my  hands, 
all  right  except  a  bruised  line  across  the  crown,  which  tincture 
of  myrrh  in  glycerine  soon  brought  to  terms.  Placenta  adhe- 
rent The  doctor  now  looked  for  me  to  fail,  for  he  knew  I 
was  opposed  to  violent  removal  of  this  organ;  but  he  was 
disappointed.    I  gave  by  the  rectum  some  of  our  relaxants 
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and  stimulants,  and  it  came  away  at  once  when   she  rose 
to   the   vessel.    A    more    delighted   woman    probably   never 
lived.    I  took  the  management  only  by  the  doctor's  consent. 
Burnt  Prairie^  Ills. 


CURRENT  NOTES.— SURGICAL. 

PROF.  W.  P.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


A  Tumor. — ^Two  years  ago  I  removed  a  fatty  tumor  from  the 
posterior  of  the  right  arm  of  Mrs.  A.  J.  S.,  a  little  above  the  el- 
bow- It  weighed  about  one  pound,  had  been  steadily  growing 
there  for  over  twelve  years,  most  of  that  time  without  any- 
thing more  troublesome  than  the  in<ynvenience  of  its  size. 
About  one-half  year  before  I  operated,  the  veins  over  its  glob- 
ular surface  began  to  enlarge,  its  arteries  to  become  distinctly 
visible,  the  tumor  itself  to  take  on  more  rapid  growth,  and 
lancinating  pains  to  traverse  its  substance  as  well  as  to  shoot 
up  and  down  the  arm.  This  suspicious  series  of  phenomena, 
and  particularly  the  enlarged  veins  and  capillaries  that  formed 
a  very  considerable  net-work  over  its  entire  convex  surface, 
induced  me  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  superjacent  integu- 
ment with  the  tumor,  and  leave  a  large  flat  surface  bare,  over 
which  the  skin  could  not  be  drawn. 

The  plucky  lady  refused  an  anaesthetic,  and  only  suflFered 
from  a  slight  faintness  after  the  operation,  that  yielded  prompt- 
ly to  an  infusion  of  capsicum  and  dioscorea.  The  loss  of  blood 
was  considerable,  on  account  of  the  enlarged  state  of  the  ves- 
sels; but  it  was  promptly  checked  by  the  addition  of  a  little 
ferri-persulphate  to  the  larger  arteries,  and  the  natural  haemo- 
statics, that  are  always  more  reliable  when  no  anaesthetics  are 
given  than  when  they  are.  The  dressings  were  lint  and  olive 
oil. 

The  wound  healed  kindly  within  four  weeks,  the  lady's  gen- 
feral  health  improved  under  treatment,  and  to-day  there  is  noth- 
ing but  a  healthy  cicatrix. 

Sprains. — Probably  no  surgical  accident  is  more  intractably 
painful  than  a  sprain  at  some  such  articulation  as  the  ankle. 
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the  wrist,  the  ehonlder,  or  any  similar  point;  and  there  is  no 
place  where  Physio-Medical  surgeons  have  more  temptations  to 
use  the  tincture  of  opium  locally  than  here.  The  only  ques- 
tion is,  is  this  use  of  the  drug  admissable  ?  Surely  no  Physio- 
Medicalist  ought  to  say  it  is,  and  still,  strange  to  relate,  some 
men  who  call  themselves  such  not  only  do  make  that  answer, 
but  actually  use  the  article  itself.  Every  educatec^  Physio- 
Medical  physician  and  surgeon  knows  that  the  relief  of  pain 
obtained  by  the  use  of  any  form  of  opium  is  that  of  narcosis, 
and  not  a  removal  of  the  cause  of  that  pain.  That  it  is  a. blow 
at  the  most  prominent  vital  sign  presented  in  the  case.  That 
it  has  associated  with  it  a  retardation  of  the  local  circulation; 
and  the  not  very  remote  contingency  of  complete  congestion 
and  possible  suppurative  or  gangrenous  destruction.  And  even 
when  enough  of  this  d|;ug  has  not  been  used  to  produce  such 
conditions,  experience  has  amply  proven  that  the  lameness  is 
much  longer  in  subsiding  than  when  sanative  agents  alone 
have  been  used. 

Associated  with  sprains  we  usually  have  considerable  lacer- 
ation of  the  ligaments  of  the  joints ;  and  some  partial  displace- 
ments of  the  normal  coaptation  of  the  parts  may  be  a  factor 
of  the  case.  As  an  illustration  of  Physio  Medical  management 
of  such  cases,  take  the  following:  In  jumping  out  of  my  buggy 
in  the  autumn  of  1875,  my  right  foot  alighted  upon  a  corn  cob 
which  rolled,  causing  me  to  lose  balance  and  fall  to  the  ground 
making  a  fearful  wrench  upon  my  right  ankle,  inasmuch  as  the 
weight  of  the  whole  body,  with  the  momentum  acquired  by  the 
leap,  was  precipitated  upon  that  point.  Examination  showed 
no  broken  bones,  nor  more  than  temporary  disarticulation  of 
the  joint,  which  was  self-replaced.  I  entered  the  buggy  and 
rode  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  to  my  home,  suffering  most  ex 
crntiating  pain  meanwhile. 

By  this  time — 8  p.  m. — the  joint  was  badly  swollen  and  seri- 
ously discolored  from  congestion  of  the  parts,  and  the  pain  was 
throbbing  at  each  arterial  impulse.  .  The  articulation  was  bath- 
ed and  swathed  in  the  stimulating  liniment  of  the  P.M.  Dis- 
pensatory, two  parts,  and  tincture  of  lobelia  herb  one  part. 
The  cloths  were  frequently  moistened  with  this  liniment  un- 
til early  the  following  morning.    I  now  had  the  parts,  which 


22  Cincinnati  Medual  Gazette. 

showed  but  little  remaining  discoloration  but  were  still  very 
painful,  swathed  with  finely  chopped  leaves  of  verbascum  that 
had  been  boiled  for  four  hours ;  and  in  keeping  the  cloths  over 
this  wet  with  the  strong  decoction  of  the  verbascum,  I  had 
the  pain  completely  relieved  in  about  three  hours;  so  that  by 
keeping  my  limb  in  the  horizontal  posture  and  not  attempting 
to  use  ^e  foot,  I  was  able  tp  walk  with  a  cane  in  two  days, 
and  in  four  days  was  about  my  usual  duties  with  only  a  slight 
lameness  to  remind  me  that  my  ankle  had  been  sprained. 
Oaleshurg^  Ills. 
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Elastic  Adhesive  Plaster. — ^W.  P.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  writes  to 
Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.:  '*I  have  been  trying  to  find  an 
elastic  covering  that,  being  attached  to  the  skin,  would  yield 
to  the  movements  of  that  membrane  and  the  parts  beneath  it 
without  causing  an  unbearable  sensation  of  stiffness  or  an  un- 
comfortable wrinkling.  As  there  was  nothing  in  our  market  to 
suit  me,  I  procured  some  india-rubber,  and  giving  it  a  coat  of 
plaster,  such  as  is  recommended  in  Griffiths'  Formulary  under 
the  name  of  Boynton's  adhesive  plaster  (lead  plaster  one  pound, 
rosin  six  drachms),  I  found  the  material  I  wished.  After  using 
it  as  a  simple  covering  for  cases  of  psoriasis,  intertrigo,  etc.,  I 
extended  its  use  to  incised  wounds,  abscesses  etc.,  and  found  it 
invaluable.  Placing  one  end  of  a  strip  of  the  plaster  upon  one 
lip  of  the  wound,  and  then  stretching  the  rubber,  and  fastening 
the  other  end  to  the  opposite  lip  of  the  wound,  I  had  perfect 
apposition  of  the  severed  parts,  the  elastic  rubber  acting  con- 
tinually to  draw  and  keep  the  parts  together.  When  I  have 
been  unable  to  get  the  sheets  of  rubber,  I  have  used  the  broad 
letter  bands  (sold  by  all  st  ationers)  by  giving  them  a  coat  of 
the  plaster. 


Aconite  Poisoning. — Seven  men  lost  their  lives  lately  by 
drinking  a  liquor  which  one  of  them  had  prepared  from  roots 
growing  in  his  garden.    He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  cultivat- 
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ing  rhubarb,  the  roots  of  which  he  dug  up  in  the  fall  and  win- 
ter and  macerated  them  in  cognac.  But,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  leaves  above  ground,  he  mistook  some  aconite  roots,  which 
likewise  grew  there,  for  the  others.  Three  of  the  persons  died 
within  a  very  short  time,  and  before  assistance  could  be  ren- 
dered; the  others  shortly  afterwards — Pharm.  Zeit,  1879 ,.4. 


•Ostrich  Pepsine. — ^M.  Alfred  Ebelot,  in  an  article  in  the 
Revue  desDettx  Mondes  on  the  means  employed  m  the  Argen. 
tine  Republic  to  protect  settlers  in  the  Pampas  from  the  In- 
dians, gives  some  curious  statements  with  regard  to  ostrich 
pepsine.  The  soldiers  never  could  resist  an  ostrich  hunt  when 
they  saw  a  male  ostrich,  as  is  the  custom  of  that  bird,  taking 
out  its  young  brood  for  food  and  exercise.  The  parent  bird 
generally  escaped,  leaving  its  young  in  the  hands  of  its  ene- 
mies. When  other  food  was  scarce  they  ate  the  young  ostrich- 
es. Some  portion  of  the  flesh  of  these  birds  when  young  and 
fat  are  reckoned  dainty  by  the  Indians.  Whilst  eating  the 
ostrich  the  Indians  always  carefully  put  aside  the  stomach,  in 
order  to  collect  the  pepsine  which  it  contains.  "The  stomach 
of  the  ostrich,"  says  M.  Ebelot,  "is  celebrated  for  its  incredible 
powers  of  digestion.  The  abundance  of  pepsine,  to  which  it 
owes  this  faculty,  has  created  among  the  Indians  a  curious 
commercial .  fraud.  They  dry  it  and  sell  it  literally  for  its 
weight  in  gold.  It  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  worn- 
out  stomachs."  A  London  medical  journal  says :  ''We  think 
'ostrich  pepsine'  such  a  splendid  name  for  business  purposes 
that  we  wonder  it  has  never  been  adopted.  The  pepsine  of  the 
pig  would  have  no  chance  in  compejtition  with  that  of  the 
ostrich,  and  no  great  city  dinner  or  regimental  mess  would  be 
complete  without  a  supply  of  this  infallible  specific,  ^pour  re- 
faire  les  estomacs  delabres.'" — Richmond  and  Louisville 
Medical  Journal. 


Tetanus  prom  a  Quinine  Hypodermic. — Dr.  A.  Ady,  of  West 
Liberty ,  Iowa,  writes :  "On  the  19th  of  this  month  I  injected 
fifteen  grains  of  bromide  quinia,  dissolved  in  thirty  minims  of 
dilute  alcohol,  into  the  cellular  tissue  above  the  crest  of  the 
left  ilium  of  a  man  aged  sixtytwo  years,  for  an  intractable 
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periodic  neuralgia  in  that  position.  The  neuralgia  was  re- 
lieved, but  there  was  more  than  ordinary  inflammation  at  the 
site  of  injection,  followed  by  forming  a  slough.  It  gave  him 
considerable  pain  on  the  21st  and  22nd,  when  morphia  was 
ordered  sufficient  to  relieve  him.  During  the  23d  and  24th  be 
was  reasonably  comfortable,  and  sat  up  most  of  the  afternoon, 
Sunday,  entertaining  company.  Upon  retiring,  at  10  p.  m.,  he 
was  seized  with  tetanus,  and  died  in  twenty-three  hours.  I 
have  been  intimate  with  him  for  twenty-six  years,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  occasional  attacks  of  this  neuralgia,  he  has  en- 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  health." — N.  Y.  Med.  Record. 


AscLEPiAs  Syriaca  IN  Dropsy. — Dr.  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  has 
found  Asclepias  Syriaca  of  value  in  dropsy,  without  reference 
to  the  nature  of  the  ckuse,  but  especially  is  it  serviceable  in 
engorgement  of  the  liver,  being  in  many  cases  superior  to 
either  calomel,  leptandrin,  or  podophyllin.  In  no  case,  when 
used  in  doses  which  come  short  in  effect  of  causing  vomiting 
does  this  remedy  fail  to  cause  profuse  diaphoresis,  and  remove 
dropsical  accumulations.  In  scrofulous  affections  he  uses  it 
with  Phytolacca  decandra^  aided,  when  needed,  with  malt  ex- 
tract of  cod-liver  oil.    He  employs  the  following  formula : 

!l^    Strong  decoction  of  Asclepias  syriaca  fl.  S  ^U 

Decoction  ol  Phytolacca  decandra  fl.  5  iv 

Whiskey  fl.  5  vi 

White  sugar  fl.  S  iv 

From  one-half  teaspoonful  to  two  tablespoonfuls  thrice  daily, 
according  to  the  age  of  patient  and  effect  produced. 

He  uses  this  formula  as  a  vehicle  for  salts  of  iodine  or  arse- 
nic when  required  I  A  tincture  made  by  macerating  for  four- 
teen days  two  ounces  of  the  fresh  root  thinly  sliced  is  the  most 
convenient  form  for  use  as  a  simple  cathartic  or  alterative  and 
laxative.  The  infusion  is  to  be  preferred  when  diaphoresis  is 
desired.  Not  the  least  anti-malarial  or  anti-periodic  power  has 
been  discovered  by  Dr.  Thomas, — ^ew  Remedies. 
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Elm  Bark  for  Tape- Worm. — Dr.  C.  Hixon,  in  the  Ohio  Med- 
ical  Recorder y  says :  "I  was  consulted  by  Mr.  J.,  who  had  at 
various  times  passed  large  quantities  of  tape-worm.  I  pre- 
scribed for  him  the  ethereal  oil  of  male  fern,  also  kouso,  kama- 
la,  and  pumpkin  seed  without  any  result.  I  then  prescribed 
fresh  elm  bark  ad  libitum^  of  which  for  several  days  he  con- 
sumed large  quantities.  I  then  gave  him  castor  oil  and  turpen- 
tine emulsion;  when  fifty-three  feet  of  tape-worm  were  expell- 
ed including  the  head.  It  was  enveloped  in  the  great  mass 
of  apparently  undigested  bark,  which  the  cathartic  brought 
away.  Being  entangled  in  it  the  worm  seems  to  have  lost  its 
grip  and  never  again  regained  it,  and  was  hurried  along  by  the 
increased  peristaltic  action." 


GuRJUN  Balsam  in  Gonorrhea. — The  following  is  Vidal's 
formula:  Gurjun  balsam,  grams,  4.00;  gum,  grams  4.00;  infu- 
sion of  anise,  grams  40.00.  M.  Divide  into  tw^o  doses,  and 
take  one  immediately.  Gurjun  balsam  is  cheaper  and  acts 
more  rapidly  than  copaiva,  and  has  no  disagreeable  effect  on 
the  stomach. 


Coffee  Hypodermically  in  Opium-Poisoning. — Dr.  M.  A.  Fal- 
len, N.  Y.,  reports  several  cases  of  opium-poisoning  and  mor- 
phia vomiting,  which  were  treated  chiefly  by  fluid  extract  of 
Java  coff'ee,  administered  hypodermically  in  quantities  of  15, 
20  and  30  minims  at  a  time.  Recovery  was  quite  rapid.  It 
was  observed  that,  if  the  injection  was  previously  warmed,  no 
abscesses  were  produced  by  It.  but  a  cold  injection  was  follow- 
ed by  inflammation  or  abscess. — Medical  Record, 


QuiNiA  Rash. — Dr.  Farquharson  reports  a  case  in  which  ten 
grains  of  quinia  given  thrice  daily  was  followed  on  the  fourth 
day  with  a  rubeoloid  rash  over  the  entire  body  composed  of 
flat,  slightly  raised  patches  of  a  rose-pink  and  accompanied 
with  much  tingling.  No  other  symptom  of  cinchonism  was 
produced,  and  on  discontinuing  the  medicine  the  rash  subsided. 
In  a  discussion  of  this  report  which  took  place  at  the  Clinical 
Society  of  London,  it  was  remarked  that  these  symptoms  are 
in  the  nature  of  urticaria,  and  that  it  mighty  in  some  instances, 
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be  due  to  derangement  of  digestion.  Dr.  Nunn,  of  Georgia, 
mentioned  a  case  in  which  the  administration  of  quinia  always 
caused  an  erythematous  eruption,  limited  to  a  few  spots  on  the 
body,  with  considerable  itching  and  sometimes  pain,  and  fol- 
lowed by  desquamation.  Whenever  the  patient  is  affected  with 
malarial  fever,  the  appearance  of  this  rash  is  followed  by  an 
improvement  in  the  fever. — Lancet, 


A  New  Agent. — A  hard  story  is  told  of  one  of  our  San  Fran- 
cisco doctors,  who  is  suspected  of  having  invested  in  mining 
stock.  Being  called  on  by  a  patient,  he  made  the  usual  in- 
.quiries,  examined  the  tongue  and  pulse,  and  turning  to  his 
desk  wrote  the  following  prescription,  directing  it  to  be  made 
into  half  a  pint  of  tea  and  taken  in  two  drafts ; 

]^     Fol.  Sierrae  Nevadae  5s s. 

The  druggist  to  whom  it  was  presented,  not  knowing  what 
else  to  do,  sent  it  to  the  doctor  for  examination.  The  doctor 
smiled  blandly,  and  said  he  meant  Alexandria  Senna. —  Pacific 
Med*  and  Surg,  Journal, 


A  New  Pill  Excipient. — Mr.  W.  J.  Martin,  a  Cincinnati 
Pliarmacist,  uses  a  pill  excipient  made  of  one  part  gum  traga- 
canth  and  seven  parts  elm  bark,  in  powderd  form.  When  used, 
the  mixture  is  softened  with  syrup  and  water,  and  the  medic- 
aments are  then  added.  It  is  said  that  pills  made  with  this 
excipient  are  readily  soluble,  even  when  they  have  been  made 
several  months.  If  that  proves  to  be  the  fact,  the  excipient 
will  be  an  useful  one;  but  our  own  experience  does  not  jus- 
tify the  hope  that  tragacanth  and  elm  are  very  soluble  in  a 
pill. 


Gelatine  Suppositories. — An  eastern  firm  has  introduced 
suppositories  coated  with  gelatine,  after  the  manner  of  gela- 
tine-coated pills.  Much  of  the  labor  and  expense  of  prepar- 
ing suppositories  on  theobroma  would  thus  be  saved;  but 
the  manufactured  article  would  have  the  disadvantage  of 
many  times  containing  ingredients  not  desired  by  the  physi- 
cian. A  temptation  is  thus  offered  to  prescribe  undesirable 
agents  because  of  the  convenience  of  the  thing, — a  course 
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very  profitable  to  the  manutacturer,  Iftit  not  to  the  credit  ' 
of  the  physician.  Suppositories  would  no  doubt  be  used  more 
frequently  if  they  could  be  prepared  more  quickly.  Neces- 
sity has  repeatedly  led  us  to  employ  the  large  empty  gela- 
tine capsule  for  this  purpose,  and  we  have  been  well  pleased 
with  it.  Lobelia,  leptandra,  quinine,  and  many  other  agents, 
may  be  administered  in  this  way, — the  capsule  being  soaked 
in  tepid  water  for  a  i&vi  minutes  before  inserting. 
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PE^^^^'LOUS  Utercs, — At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Acad 
emy  of  Medicine.  Dec.  26, 1878,  Dr  Isaac  E.  Taylor  presented 
an  illustration,  and  gave  a  history  of  an  interesting  case  in 
which  there  was  complete  anteveraion  and  anteflexion  of  the 
uterus  at  the  full  term  of  utero  gestation — the  uterus  covered 
with  the  pendulous  abdominal  wall" 
and  hanging  between  the  thighs. 

The  woman  was  23  years  of  ag 
and  miiltjparous.  When  labor  b 
gan  the  uterus  was  lifted  as  high  ; 
possible  and  supported  by  a  strE 
over  the  woman's  shoulders.  Lab< 
progressed  so  that  the  head  d 
scended  partly  througli  the  superii 
strait,  where  it  remained  for  aboi 
two  hours.  It  was  then  thought  ai 
Tisable  to  resort  to  artificial  deli' 
ery.  The  pelvis  was  a  general] 
contracted  one,  and  it  was  evidei 
that  the  uterine  forces  would  not  1: 
sufficient  to  deliver  the  child.  Tl; 
forceps  were  applied  without  difl_ 

culty,  but  nearly  an  hour  was  required  to  deliver  tlie  head  of 
the  child.  It  then  required  about  an  hour  and  a  half  to  deliver 
the  shoulders  of  the  child.— iV^  Y.  Med.  Record-,  Feb.  1, 1879. 
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SuPERFOETATiON. — Df.  S.  E.  Kamsey,  of  North  Pennington,  Vt., 
writes:  "One  of  those  very  rare  cases  of  apparent,  if  not  real, 
superfoetation  has  just  fallen  under  my  observation.  •  The  wo- 
man is  colored;  the  first  presentation  was  a  foetus  of  about 
three  and  a  half  or  four  months,  living  in  a  complete  house  of 
its  own.  The  delivery  was  easily  accomplished,  and  a  placenta 
con-esponding  to  the  size  of  foetus  was  soon  removed;  on  ex- 
amination, there  presented  the  head  of  another,  of  nearly  eight 
months'  growth,  also  in  its  own  proper  sac,  with  large  placenta. 
The  smaller  foetus  showed  no  signs  of  decay,  and  appeared  in 
all  respects  like  an  ordinary  product  of  three  and  a  half  to  four 
months'  growth.  If  this  is  simply  arrest  of  growth  on  account 
of  early  death  in  the  smaller  foetus,  can  it  be  explained  why 
nature  did  not  much  sooner  expel  it. — N.  Y.  Med.  Record. 


CESAREAN  Section  in  a  Dwarf. — An  interesting  case  of  Caes 
arean  section  is  reported  by  Mr.  Wrench,  of  Baslow,  Derby- 
shire. The  mother,  though  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  was  not 
larger  than  riiany  girls  of  ten,  but  was  free  from  deformity. 
The  child  was  lying  with  its  long  axis  at  right  angles  to  its 
mother's  spine ;  the  vicinity  of  the  chest  and  pelvis  having  ne- 
cessitated the  expansion  of  the  uterus  directly  forward,  so  that 
it  was  lying  almost  entirely  anterior  to  a  line  drawn  from  the 
ensiform  cartilage  to  the  pubes,  and  projected  in  a  most  unusu- 
al cone,  of  which  the  umbilicus  was  the  summit.  The  pelvis 
was  so  small,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  introduce  the 
hand,  and  it  was  evident  that  delivery jp^r  vias  naturales  would 
be  impossible  without  evisceration,  and  that  even  then  it 
would  be  attended  with  almost  insurmountable  difficulty  and 
risk.  The  Oaesarean  operation  was  therefore  determined  upon, 
and  performed  after  she  had  been  in  labor  about  thirtythree 
hours.  An  incision  eight  inches  in  length  was  made  in  the 
median  line,  four  inches  above  and  four  inches  below  the  um- 
bilicus. The  abdominal  walls  and  uterus  were  no  thicker  than 
cartridge-paper,  and  the  placenta,  extending  about  an  inch 
across  the  median  line,  was  cut  before  being  recognized.  The 
child  was  speedily  removed,  and,  after  the  uterus  began  to  con- 
tract firmly,  the  placenta  came  away  without  any  very  serious 
hemorrhage.     No  sutures  were  put  into  the  uterus,  but  the  ex- 
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ternal  wound  was  closed  by  eight  deep*  sutures  of  iron  wire, 
adhesive  strips,  and  bandages.  These  sutures  were  cut  out 
and  the  wound  granulated,  but  the  patient  did  well  in  spite 
of  an  attack  of  phlegmasia  dolens  in  the  left  leg.  On  the 
thirty-second  day  after  the  operation  the  menses  were  flow- 
ing freely,  both  from  wound  and  vagina.  After  this  she,  con- 
tinued to  improve,  and  on  the  anniversary  of  the  operation 
she  continued  well.  Her  courses  are  regular  every  month, 
and  she  notices  a  few  drops  of  colored  discharge  from  the 
abdominal  cicatrix  at  each  period.  The  child  is  alive,  and 
is  very  large  for  his  age;  the  father  was  a  large  man. — The 
Lancet. 


CoxGENiTAii  Phimosis  and  Rupture. — Straining  from  difficulty 
of  micturation  has  been  mentioned  by  most  authors  as  a  cause 
of  rupture  in  the  adult,  but  none  have  made  any  allusion  to 
congenital  phimosis  as  a  cause  of  infantile  hernia,  except  Mr. 
Owen,  who  says  that  in  such  cases  it  would  be  well  to  look 
to  the  size  of  the  urethral  and  preputial  orifices.  Noticing 
the  great  frequency  with  which  infantile  hernia  occurred  with 
this  congenital  condition,  Mr.  Kempe,  of  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital, London,  analyzed  fifty  consecutive  cases  (not  selected 
ones)  of  phimosis,  and  found  thirty  one  complicated  by  in- 
guinal hernia;  in  many  there  was  also  umbilical  hernia,  but 
where  this  form  alone  existed  it  was  not  counted.  In  none  of 
these  was  the  rupture  noticed  at  birth ;  the  earliest  appeared 
three  weeks  and  the  latest  two  and  a  half  years  after.  Cir- 
cumscission  was  performed  in  all  these  cases ;  in  five  the  her- 
nia never  reappeared,  and  all  have  been  greatly  benefited. 
The  abdominal  parietes  being  naturally  weak  in  children,  it  is 
easy  to  imagine  the  straining  to  overcome  the  obstruction  to 
micturition  offered  by  phimosis,  and  the  crying  consequent 
upon  the  pain  caused  by  the  straining,  as  exciting  causes  of 
rupture. — Lancet, 


Vomiting  in  Pregnancy. — Prof.  J.  T.  Baldwin,  Columbus, 
reports  three  cases  successfully  treated  by  Copeman's  method. 
It  consists  in  thoroughly  dilating  the  external  os  and  cervical 
canal  with  the  finger.   In  one  case,  almost  every  other  measure 
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had  been  tried,  and  abortion  was  being  seriously  considered. 
Upon  dilating  the  cervix,  however,  the  vomiting  ceased  at 
once. — Ohio  Medical  Recorder. 


Preventing  Mammary  Abscess. — Dr.  F.  J.  Shepard  tells  the 
Canada  Med.  and  Su7'ff.  Journal  an  ''old  wife's  remedy"  for 
threatening  mammary  abscess.  It  consists  in  applying  over 
the  entire  breast  a  piece  of  ordinary  sticking  plaster  of  circu- 
lar shape.  In  the  centre  is  a  hole  large  enough  for  the  nipple 
and  half  the  areola,  and  the  edges  are  deeply  incised  so  as  to 
permit  its  being  fitted  accurately.  It  is  left  on  till  the  breast 
softens,  or  the  plaster  ceases  to  exercise  even  pressure.  He 
speaks  of  its  eifectiveness  in  warm  terms,  having  found  most 
threatening  conditions  of  suppurtaion  disappear  in  about  two 
days  of  its  even  pressure. 


Uterine  Fibroids. — Every  surgeon  who  has  removed  a  uter- 
ine fibroid,  appreciates  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  pres- 
ent procedures  by  excision,  torsion,  ecrasement,  enucleation, 
etc.  Prof.  T.  G.  Thomas  proposes  an  entirly  new  method,  read- 
ing a  paper  on  the  subject  before  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  published  in  the  Archives  of  Medicine^  (N.  Y.)  He 
uses  a  sort  of  serrated  scoop  or  spoon  saw,  on  a  long  handle, 
tlie  spoon  itself  slightly  convex  on  the  outer  surface  and  con- 
cave on  the  inner,  the  edges  occupied  by  perpendicular  and 
blunt  teeth.  The  tumor  is  seized  with  a  vulsellum  forceps 
and  firm  traction  made,  and  then  its  uterine  attachments  sev- 
ered by  a  pendulum -like  motion  from  side  to  side.  He  re- 
ports several  cases  where  he  used  this  method  with  great  suc- 
cess, the  tumors  being  very  broadly  extended  over  the  uterine 
surface  and  yet  removed  rapidly  and  with  almost  no  hemor- 
rhage. He  thinks  these  cases  could  not  have  been  managed 
succesfully  by  any  other  procedure.  He  believes  this  spoon- 
saw  will  separate  the  attachments  completely,  follow  the  con- 
tour of  the  tumor  accurately,  protect  the  enveloping  uter- 
ine tissue,  greatly  diminish  the  dangers  of  hemorrhage,  reach 
interstitial  or  sessile  growths  with  facility,  remove  the  tu- 
mor even  up  to  its  highest  point,  and  supercede  all  other  pro- 
cedures. 
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New  Uterine  Sound. — In  the  course  of  Prof.  Thomas'  article 
on  removing  uterine  fibroids,  (svpra,)  he  speaks  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  using  a  flat,  elastic,  whalebone  sound  for  uterine 
explorations.  He  says:  ''The  manner  in  which  I  came  to  em- 
ploy this  was  the  following:  Going  to  the  country  to  remove 
a  submucous  fibroid,  I  endeavored  by  means  of  Simpson's 
sound,  Sims'  probe,  and  my  own  round  elastic  whalebone 
sound,  to  discover  the  extent  of  the  attachment  of  the  growth, 
but  for  some  reason  could  not  succeed.  Taking  then  a  flat 
piece  of  whalebone  about  six  inches  long,  which  one  of  the 
ladies  removed  on  the  instant  from  her  dress,  I  put  a  knob 
upon  it  by  touching  it  repeatedly  with  some  melted  sealing 
wax;  and  I  employed  this  with  perfect  success.  This  impro- 
vised sound  I  took  away  with  me,  and  for  a  year  or  more  em- 
ployed it  on  similar  occasions.     After  that  I  had  one  made." 


Large  Carneous  Mole. — Prof.  E.  S.  Dunster  reports  a  case 
of  this  kind  in  the  Michigan  Medical  News.  Patient  a  farm- 
er's wife,  mother  of  three  children,  very  hearty,  menstruation 
too  profuse  for  eight  months,  and  for  five  months  was  con- 
iinuoua.  Pale  and  anaemic  appearance ;  other  functions  reg- 
ular; large  ovoid  tumor  centrally  in  the  abdomen,  painless, 
moving  with  the  uterus,  firm  structure,  about  siz  inches  long 
and  four  wide.  Fibrous  tumor  was  diagnosed,  and  the  pa- 
tient put  upon  ergot  to  procure  its  evulsion.  In  mne  hoilrs, 
the  uterine  mass  Was  ejected.  It  proved  to  be  a  carneous 
mole,  6x4  inches,  placental  tissue  over  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  its  surface,  substance  hard,  a  central  cavity  of  less 
than  three  inches,  no  trace  of  embryonic  development. 


Rupture  of  Non  Pregnant  Uterus. — A  case  is  reported  by 
R.  H.  Sabin,  West  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  the  August,  1879,  No.  of  the 
N.  Y.  Medical  Journal.  A  woman  aged  46,  mother  of  eight 
children,  consulted  him  for  nausea  and  vomiting,  menses  sup- 
jjressed  but  believed  herself  not  pregnant.  Pepsin  was  given, 
and  continued  six  days,  (three  oflBce  visits),  when  he  called  at 
her  house,  thought  she  had  uterine  irritation,  and  would  call 
in  two  days  and  examine.  She  employed  another  physician. 
A  month  passed,  and  Dr.  S.  was  called  in  haste.   She  was  flood- 
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ing  .profusely.  Ergot  was  given,  and  the  os  plugged  with  tan- 
nated  cotton.  No  foetus  or  placenta  in  the  clots.  He  attended, 
with  the  other  physician  for  two  days,  plugging  the  os,  and  fil- 
ling the  vagina  full  of  muslin  strips  wet  in  cold  water.  The 
raortiing  of  the  second  day  she  had  great  pain  across  the  lower 
abdomen,  saying  she  felt  as  if  she  had  "all  given  way"  there. 
She  sank  and  died  at  3  p.  m.  that  day.  Post-mortem  revealed 
a  rupture  across  the  fundus  uteri,  abdomen  distended  with  gas, 
all  the  other  organs  normal.  The  other  doctor  told  him  that, 
when  he  was  called  a  month  before,  the  woman  had  severe 
bearing-down  pains,  a  polyp  the  size  of  a  fig  was  lound  pro- 
jected beyond  the  vulva,  and  this  fell  oflF  from  her  while  exam- 
ining it  with  his  sound.  No  hemorrhage,  and  she  improved  till 
as  above.  Dr.  S.  thinks  the  uterus  was  "ruptured  by  the  gas 
which  formed  in  it  after  the  tampon  was  mtroduced."  He  is 
a  precious  fellow  to  be  meddling  with  the  lives  of  women. 


•o- 


TREATMENT  OF  EARLY  PHTHISIS. 


In  the  treatment  of  early  phthisis,  attention  to  the  stomach 
and  bowels  is  scarcely  of  secondary  importance  to  the  treat- 
ment of  night-sweats.  When  the  tongue  is  covered  with  a 
thick  fur  it  is  useless,  or  nearly  so,  to  give  iron  and  cod  liver 
oil ;  for  the  tongue  is  the  indicator  of  the  state  of  the  intestinal 
can^l,  and  absorption  through  the  thick  layer  of  dead  epitheli- 
um cells  is  well-nigh  impossible.  Special  attention  should  be 
given  to  all  drains,  such  as  diarrhoea,  or,  in  the  female,  leucor- 
rhoea  or  monorrhagia.  All  intercurrent  disease  or  accident 
should  be  attended  to  assiduously.  Haemoptysis  not  uncom- 
monly ushers  in  the  end  of  a  case  of  phthisis,  but,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  it  is  often  one  of  the  best  forms  of  local  bleeding,  re- 
covery setting  in  from  that  hour.  As  a  matter  of  clinical  ex- 
perience, slight  haemoptysis  in  early  apical  consolidation  is 
usually  associated  with  constipation,  and  is  relieved  by  acting 
upon  the  bowels.  When  this  symptom  is  associated  with  cold 
hands  and  feet,  and  the  contraction  of  the  vessels  of  the  sys- 
temic circulation  leads  to  increased  blood-pressure  in  the  less- 
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er  or  pulmonic  circulation,  it  is  well  to  put  the  patient  to  bed, 
with  hot  bottles  to  the  extremities,  and  hot  fluids  to  drink,  so 
as  to  dilate  the  systemic  vessels  generally,  and  so  relieve  the 
pulmonic  congestion.  The  effects  of  mechanical  irritants  upon 
the  diseased  lungs  are  not  sufficiently  appraised.  The  advan- 
tages of  a  sea  voyage,  or  a  residence  in  the  country,  are  due  as 
much  to  the  fact  that  the  injured  lung  is  not  irritated  by  par- 
ticles respired  along  with  the  air,  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  of 
improving  the  general  health.  Hygienic  and  dietetic  matters 
should  be  carefully  considered.  Proper  ventilation  and  an 
abundance  of  out-door  exercise  are  indispensable.  The  diet 
should  be  nutritious  and  easily  assimilable ;  it  should  consist 
of  meat  juice  in  any  form,  milk  and  farinaceous  foods,  and  es- 
pecially the  different  foods  prepared  fpr  infants,  which  are 
mainly  starch  partially  digested. — «/.  Fothergill^  M.  2?.,  in  The 
Practitioner. 
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PROPOSITION  FOR  A  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Physio-Medical  Society  for  1879, 
it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  this  cause  needs  more  sj's- 
tematic  cooperation  among  its  members.  That  the  attempts  of 
opponents  to  brand  this  system  as  a  mass  of  ignorance  and  the 
friend  of  ignorance,  call  on  us  to  refute  the  vile  slander  and  es- 
tablish our  scientific  claims.  That  their  efforts  to  hurt  bur 
standing  and  injure  our  business  by  getting  laws  in  their  own 
favor,  demand  such  combined  action  as  will  make  others  know 
and  feel  our  strength. 

The  Ohio  Society  believes  that  the  time  has  come  to  aid 
these  objects  by  a  properly  organized  National  Society  in 
which  the  States  might  be  equally  represented.  That  such  a 
Society  should  be  based  on  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles 
and  rules  in  practice  of  Physio-Medicalism ;  and  membership 
restricted  to  graduation  from  a  college  giving  a  full  course  of 
instruction  by  an  organized  corps  of  teachers.    That  on  such 
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a  basis,  a  National  Society  can  make  conspicuous  the  real 
strength  and  scientific  character  of  this  cause. 

We  were  appointed  a  committee  to  express  these  sentiments 
of  the  Ohio  Society;  and  to  invite  every  State  Physio-Medical 
Society  or  Association  to  appoint  a  similar  committee  to  cor- 
respond with  us  with  a  view  to  issuing  a  call  for  a  National 
Convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  National  Society  on 
the  above  basis.  We  hope  these  sentiments  will  be  generally 
approved  by  the  State  Societies;  and  that  we  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  correspondence  w^ith  their  committees. 

H.  E.  Hoke,  M.  D.,   Waynesville^  O. 
Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati^  O. 

Committee 
May  15, 18t9. 
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THE  LAWS  OF  THERAPEUTICS. 

For  a  few  years  past,  there  has  been  unusual  activity  among 
medical  men  in  discussing  the  questions  of  therapeutical  sci- 
ence,— discussions  exhibiting  a  strong  determination  to  be 
skeptical  on  old  dogmas,  and  to  search  for  new  and  better  laws. 
Among  works  of  this  kind  is  a  small  volume  by  Joseph  Kidd, 
M.  D.,  England,  just  republished  by  Lindsay  and  Blakiston. 
It  is  vigorously  written,  and  does  not  intend  to  submit  to  doc- 
trines which  have  nothing  beyond  human  dictation  for  their 
support.     On  the  second  page  of  this  volume  the  Doctor  says  : 

"The  most  pressing  question  at  the  present  time  for  the 
physician  to  ascertain  is,  whether  the  treatment  of  disease  is 
to  depend  on  mere  opinion,  which  varies  with  each  doctor  and 
perishes  with  the  individual,  or  on  laws  which,  founded  on  the 
inevitable  truth  of  facts,  can  never  perish,  but  must  endure 
through  all  ages  ?  Medicine  is  yet,  to  a  great  extent,  a  mere 
collection  of  opinions,  which  vary  from  year  to  year  according 
to  the  theories  of  the  most  prominent  men.  Thus,  the  practice 
of  physicians  thirty  years  ago  is  at  present  regarded  as  worse 
than  useless;  whereas,  had  law  governed  their  practice,  all 
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iruifi  in  that  practice  would  have  remained  as  the  inheritance 
of  science,  and  available  for  their  successors.  Truth  can  never 
perish." 

Such  thoughts  meet  our  hearty  approval.  They  distinguish 
science  from  empricism,  and  place  natural  law  above  human 
dictation.  When  therapeutical  studies  are  pursued  with  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  without  blindly  following 
the  whims  of  men,  our  profession  will  have  entered  the  true 
path  of  science.  "Laws  of  therapeutics  are  built  upon  no 
man's  theory,  but  upon  the  sure  foundation  of  facts,"  says  Dr. 
Kidd.  In  this  also  we  concur;  and  would  add  that  it  is  of  the 
first  importance  that  what  are  called  "facts"  shall  indeed  he 
facts,  and  not  incomplete  observations  imperfectly  transmitted 
through  the  media  of  personal  theories.  These  media  too  fre- 
quently discolor  rftnd  distort  the  real  facts,  and  present  as 
verities  things  which  are  one-half  speculations.  This  has  been 
a  common  error  in  all  past  systems  of  therapeutics,  and  has 
caused  their  successive  dethroenment,  as  Dr.  Kidd  has  well  ex- 
plained in  the  historical  chapter  of  his  book.  All  the  substan- 
tial yirc^^  incorporated  in  those  systems,  remain  true  to  day  as 
they  were  then;  the  speculations  alone  were  rubbish,  and 
proved  an  unstable  foundation  in  therapeutics.  Builders  in 
this  science  must  regard  the  history  of  the  past;  for  their  sys- 
tems will  assuredly  perish,  unless  they  observe  the  facts  with 
accuracy  and  humbly  follow  their  teachings  when  they  at- 
tempt to  propound  a  therapeutical  principle.  There  are  no 
.  laws  in  therapeutics  except  such  as  are  founded  upon  the  laws 
of  Nature ;  and  these  are  immutable. 

Dr.  Kidd  deals  some  telling  blows  upon  the  Galenical  doc- 
trine of  "contraria  contrariis  curantur,"  and  upon  the  large 
doses  of  poisctfis  which  have  marked  the  popular  system  of 
practice  since  Galena's  day.  He  also  presents  many  useful 
thoughts  and  suggestions  in  defence  of  the  position  that  "phys- 
iology is  the  true  foundation  of  all  knowledge  of  disease : "  and 
we  can  join  with  him  heartily  when  he  says  that  "when  the 
physiologist  changes  into  the  physician,  forgetting  the  reign 
of  law  in  physiology  and  not  lookmg  for  definite  laws  of  cure 
in  medicine,  he  rests  satisfied  with  arbitrary  rules  and  opinions- 
Hence  comes  the  uncertainty  in  medical  practice,  and  the  want 
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of  success  in  the  treatmenf  of  disease."  For  about  thirty  years 
we  hav6  contended  that  physiology  is  the  one  and  only  stand- 
ard from  which  to  draw  deductions  in  Pathology,  and  upon 
which  to  establish  laws  in  Therapeutics.  We  are  glad  to  find 
Dr.  Kidd,  and  many  other  independent  writers,  struggling  to- 
wards this  great  principle  of  Physio-Medicalism.  Personally 
we  traveled  through  the  same  line  of  reasoning  many  years 
ago,  and  it  is  pleasant  to-day  to  find  so  many  in  the  profession 
entering  this  path. 

But  Dr.  Kidd,  while  not  bound  to  the  one  idea  of  "contraria,"' 
does  not  emancipate  himself  from  the  thought  on  which  that 
idea  is  founded.  He  says :  "Each  medicine  has  its  own  special 
or  individual  physiological  action  on  some  organ  or  function 
of  the  human  body  in  health.  The  physiological  action  of  me- 
dicinal agents  stands  in  some  positive  relationship  to  its  cura- 
tive action  in  disease.  In  most  cases  that  relationship  is  either 
of  similarity  or  contrariety."  These  he  considers  the  "two  pri- 
mary laws  of  therapeutics;"  and  when  the  relationship  of  a 
medicine  is  contrary  io  disease,  large  doses  are  to  be  given, 
while  small  doses  are  the  rule  wherf  the  relationship  is  similar 
to  the  disease.  Both  these  propositions  rest  upon  the  one  foun. 
dation  of  "making  disease  to  cure  disease  ; "  which  is  itself  the 
great  rock  upon  which  all  therapeutical  systems  have  split, 
and  must  continue  to  split  so  long  as  that  mother  of  errors  is 
accepted.  Many  of  the  admirable  illustrations  in  the  volume 
before  us,  merely  confuse  the  general  question  at  issue  by 
introducing  agents  in  treatment  that  often  fail  entirely^  or 
work  injuriously  on  the  frame;  and  thus  force  upon  the  mind 
the  fact  of  their  uncertainty,  which  is  the  very  thing  the  pro- 
fession needs  to  be  fre.ed  from. 

Evidently  Dr.  Kidd  is  in  earnest  search  of  the  truth,  with  a 
strong  leaning  to  the  dogma  of  "similars,"  but  willing  to  throw 
aside  authority  when  he  believes  it  in  error.  We  have  read  his 
volume  wite  increasing  admiration ;  and  hope  he  will  step  out 
from  the  mists  of  uncertainty  a  little  farther,  and  catch  a 
glimpse  of  those  glorious  doctrines  which  reject  both  the  dog- 
mas of  "contraries"  and  "similars,"  and  find  therapeutical  laws 
and  agents  that  cofiform  strictly  to  the  purposes  of  cure^^  with- 
out the  interpolation  of  any  new  form  of  disease  whatever. 


Editorial   Department. 
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SALUTATORY. 


With  this  number,  we  discontinue  the  Physio-Medical  Re- 
corder as  a  separate  journal,  and  incorporate  it  with  the  Med- 
ical Oazette.  The  volume  is  numbered  according  to  the  current 
volume  of  the  Recorder^ — 44.  We  have  owned  and  published 
the  Recorder  for  twenty  four  years,— a  much  longer  editorship 
than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  physician.  We  discontinue  it 
in  its  separate  form  reluctantly;  and  only  because  we  believe 
that  times  and  tastes  are  changing,  and  that  we  can  best  serve 
the  interests  of  Medical  Keform  by  giving  our  attention  to  a 
single  journal  for  the  profession.  It  shall  be  our  aim  to  make 
the  combined  Gazette  and  Recorder  a  thoroughly  scientific 
jounial.  Every  topic  that*is  connected  with  medical  science, 
or  that  is  likely  to  benefit  the  profession,  or  that  may  advance 
the  interests  of  medical  progression,  will  be  pertinent  to  its 
pages.  It  will  have  no  space  for  personalities;  but  will  extend 
a  friendly  hand  to  all  who  labor  for  the  honor  and  weal  of  this 
profession,  while  condemning  any  course  that  will  bring  disre- 
pute and  disaster. 

This  number  is  sent  as  a  sample,  to  many  wKo  are  not  sub- 
scribers, to  acquaint  them  with  the  change  and  to  solicit  their 
subscriptions.  We  expect  to  make  each  future  number  at  least 
as  good  as  this  one,  and  in  all  things  to  bring  dignity  and  hon- 
or to  our  cause. 

We  cordially  invite  communications  from  the  profession,  es- 
pecially reports  from  their  experience.  The  interest  and  value 
of  a  medical  journal  depend  very  largely  on  th6  good-will  of 
its  contributors.  There  is  a  wealth  of  thought  and  experience 
in  the  profession  that  would  be  gladly  received  by  physi- 
cians, and  we  hope  our  pages  will  be  amply  supplied  with  ar- 
tides  from  all  sections. 
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A  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 


In  May,  1879,  the  Ohio  Physio- Medical  Society  appointed  a 
Committee,  with  instruction  to  issue  a  proposition  for  a  Nation- 
al P.-M.  Convention,  and  consult  the  profession  on  the  subject. 
The  proposition  was  issued.  One  State  Association  laid  it  on 
their  table,  one  approved  of  it,  other  societies  seem  not  to 
have  had  opportunity  to  act  upon  it.  In  States  without  any 
organized  Society,  numbers  of  physicians  have  written  their 
hearty  approval  of  the  whole  proposition;  and  so  have  many 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  Society  in  their  respective  States. 

The  subject  is  before  the  profession.  Greater  unity ^  and  a 
closer  friendly  understanding  among  our  people  in  all  sections, 
might  be  secured  by  a  Convention.  This  cause  has  much  to 
gain  from  such  unity  and  such  friendly  association.  Ohio  has 
made  a  proposition  in  that  spirit  of  friendliness,  and  invites 
consultation. 

This  State  believes  that  a  National  Convention  should  be 
made  up  of  properly  chosen  representatives,  apportioned  on 
some  plan  that  might  be  devised  by  the  committees  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  and  consisting  of  true  Physio-Medicalists  in  good 
standing, — diploma  buyers,  diploma  sellers,  eclectics,  nostrum 
venders,  abortionists,  etc.,  not  being  admitted.  States  without 
a  Society  could  organize  and  appoint  a  committee,  and  thus 
enter  into  consultation  with  the  other  States.  Ohio  proposes  a 
course  that  will  cut  off  no  State  from  the  preliminary  consul- 
tation, unless  a  State  declines  to  cooperate.  A  call  issued  by 
the  joint  action  of  the  committees,  would  be  a  call  in  the  offi- 
cial name  of  the  States  that  act.  The  Ohio  proposition  seeks 
to  secure  a  proportionate  representation  from  each  state,  with- 
out giving  to  herself  or  to  any  other  State  such  disproportion 
in  numbers  as  to  place  the  control  of  the  Convention  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  State.  This  plan  would  bring  together  repre- 
sentative men,  who  would  meet  on  terms  of  absolute  equality 
to  consider  the  general  good  of  Medical  Reform. 

The  Ohio  proposition  may  not  meet  the  approval  of  all.  It 
is  offered  in  kindness  as  a  plan  for  accomplishing  an  important 
work,  and  is  open  for  consultation.  If  any  better  plan  is  pre- 
sented, we  are  authorized  to  say  Ohio  will  cheerfully  accept  it. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


The  ninth  volume  of  Ziernssen^s  CyclopcBdia^  on  skin  dis- 
eases, has  been  delayed  on  account  of  the  author's  illness.  The 
American  publishers,  Messrs  Wm.  Wood  and  Co.,  New  York, 
expect  to  have  it  ready  some  time  during  the  winter.  Sub- 
scribers can  .\fford  to  wait  patiently,  under  such  circumstances ; 
and  the  more  so  as  the  publishers  have  issued  the  other  vol- 
umes with  unusual  punctuality,  and  have  much  exceeded  their 
promises  in  the  enlarged  size  of  q^any  of  the  volumes,  and  in 
the  superiority  of  their  mechanism. 

Tlie  Obstetric  Gazette^  published  by  E.  B.  Stevens,  M.  D., 
Lebanon,  O.,  is  a  handsome  monthly  devoted  to  obstetrics,  gy- 
necology, and  kindred  subjects.  Many  competent  pens  keep 
it  well  supplied  with  useful  articles,  its  selections  are  always  of 
the  best,  and  it  is  always  edited  with  great  good  judgment. 
$  3.00  a  year. 

Messrs  Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  are  publishing 
a  monthly  series  of  small  volumes  called  American  Health 
Primers.  Their  object  is  to  diiOFuse  among  the  public,  in  a 
cheap  form,  such  knowledge  as  will  aid  in  preventing  disease 
and  improve  personal  hygiene.  Each  volume  in  the  series  is 
by  a  gentleman  of  eminence  in  his  profession.  We  have  before 
us  Eyesight  and  How  to  Care  for  it^  by  G.  C.  Harlan,  M.  D.; 
and  the  Winter  and  its  Dangers^  by  H.  Osgood,  M.  D.  Both 
are  admirably  written  for  public  use,  and  touch  the  every-day 
vital  interests  of  the  people.  It  is  a  hopeful  sign  when  such 
gentlemen  pause  in  their  arduous  labors  to  prepare  such  useful 
books  for  the  public.  50  cents  each.   Alfred  Warren,  Cincinnati. 

A  Manual  of  Operatic  Surgery^  by  Prof.  S.  Smith,  of  Belle- 
vue  Hospital,  is  a  very  compactly  printed  and  profusely  illus- 
trated volume.  It  contains  much  that  is  good  ;  but  it  omits  so 
much  that  is  necessary,  that  its  value  as  a  manual  of  opera- 
tions is  nearly  destroyed.  The  standard  opinion  of  authorities 
is  announced  as  a  leading  feature;  but,  while  many  references 
are  given,  they  are  often  useless,  sometimes  trifling,  and  some 
recent  eminent  names  are  entirely  omitted.  In  some  places 
good  suggestions .  are  given  in  medical  surgery,  occupying 
space  that  should  be  given  to  operations ;  and  important  oper- 
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ations  are  too  often  curtailed  so  decidedly  as  to  be  of  no  ser- 
vice. The  author's  style  is  admirable,  and  his  opportunities 
have  been  large;  but  this  volume  has  been  prepared  in  such 
an  uneven  and  disproportionate  manner  as  utterly  to  disap- 
point  us.  Boston,  Houghton,  Osgood,  &  Co.:  Cincinnati,  R. 
Clarke  &  Co.  $4.00 

The  profession  has  been  supplied  with  several  brief  works 
on  urinal  examination ;  but  the  recent  volume  by  Drs.  Neu- 
bauer  and  Vogel,  Analysis  of  the  Urine^  is  altogether  the 
most  complete  treatise  of  its  kind.  It  presents  everything  con 
nected  with  the  subject, — analysis  of  healthy  urine,  of  urine  in 
disease,  qualitative  analysis,  quantitative  analysis,  and  full  de- 
tails of  every  class  of  procedure,  and  the  whole  well  illustrat- 
ed with  engravings  and  chromo-lithographic  plates.  It  is 
from  the  seventh  German  edition;  and  Dr.  Cutler  in  its  trans- 
lation, and  Messers  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  in  its  publication,  have 
done  an  excellent  thing  for  the  profession.  Cincinnati,  R. 
Clarke  &  Cp.    $6.75. 
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NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion for  1879,  Dr.  M.  L.  Filkins,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  expelled 
for  violating  a  rule  of  the  Society  by  unprofessional  advertis- 
ing. He  is  a  man  of  good  character  and  standing;  but  his 
mode  of  advertising  his  medicines  was  unbecoming,  hence  the 
expulsion.  The  act  shows  the  Society  to  be  capable  of  rising 
above  personal  considerations,  and  of  dealing  firmly  with  an 
influential  man  who  disregarded  professional  dignity.  It  is  a 
good  way  to  give  an  honorable  standing  to  the  Society.  Dis- 
reputable professional  acts  should  debar  any  man  from  a  reij^' 
\iid}:Aeprofessio7ial  companionship,  be  his  social  stan&ing  as  a 
citizen  ever  so  good. 

Campbell.  Jordan. — Married,  at  Gibson  City,  Ills.,  March 
11th,  1879.  K.  W.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  of  Ft.  Recovery,  0.,  (P.-M. 
I.,  class  of  '79,)  to  Lizzie  Jordan. 


CINCINNATI 

MEDICAL    GAZETTE 


-A.3sriD       I?/EOOI?/I3EE.. 


Vol.  44.  FEBRUARY,  1880.  No.  2. 


CASE  OF  CHRONIC  LEAD  POISONING. 

PROF.  W.  F.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


About  the  first  of  May,  1879,  I  was  called  to  see  W.  B.  J. ; 
aged  about  eighty  years ;  motive-mental  temperament;  a  paint- 
er by  occupation,  and  had  frequently  suffered  attacks  of  saturn- 
ism duiing  the  previous  forty-five  years.  His  figure  is  spare* 
mental  powers  good,  pulse,  when  normal,  about  sixty-five; 
lungs  of  averagesize  and  free  in  all  particulars.  He  had  nrever 
suffered  from  any  disease  but  what  was  traceable  to  this  sal  urn 
habit.  His  bowels  had  been  habitually  costive  for  forty-five 
years.  He  showed  considerable  muscular  atrophy,  impaired 
articulation,  and  progressively  deficient  powers  of  locomotion, 
evidencing  that  there  were  deposits  of  the  lead  in  the  nerves 
and  muscles.  I  found  the  pulse  about  fifty  to  the  minute;  the 
usual  suturnine  color  of  the  skin  and  gums,  being  yellowish  in 
the  former  and  blue  in  the  latter ;  with  the  usual  dirty  brown 
incrustations  on  the  teeth;  general  emaciation,  a  rough  and 
hansh  condition  of  the  skin,  offensive  breath,  coated  tongue, 
and  his  articulation  was  so  much  worse  than  usual  that  I  could 
not  understand  one  word  he  said,  or  rather  attempted  to  say, — 
for  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him  to  articulate  words. 

There  was  no  pain,  almost  no  appetite,  bowels  not  moved  for 
four  days,  kidneys  very  sluggish,  sleeplessness,  and  some  mus- 
cular tremors  more  than  was  usual.  I  had  treated  Mr.  J. 
through  an  attack  of  saturnism  the  fall  previous.  He  had  been 
a  man  of  good  habits  all  his  life,  but  had  been  a  hard  worker 
at  his  business.    Tne  icterous  condition  of  the  conjunctiva  and 
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skin,  the  costive  bowels  and  and  the  general  sluggishness  pres- 
ent, indicated  deficient  secretion  and  expulsion  of  bile ;  the 
slow  and  rather  soft  pulse  showed  the  injury  to  the  vasomotor 
while  the  muscular  insufficiency  and  tremors  showed  the  injury 
inflicted  on  the  moto-muscular  nerves.  His  breathing  was  slow 
but  otherwise  normal;  the  kidneys  secreted  in  moderate  quan- 
tities a  dark  yellowish  urine,  which  was  voided  without  trouble. 
The  mind  was  clear  but  the  thoughts  came  to  him  slowly. 

Taken  altogether,  after  such  a  history  and  at  his  age,  this 
was  an  unpromising  case.  The  lead  deposits  were  evidently 
made  more  in.  the  trunks  of  the  nerves  than  in  the  nerve 
centres.  But  the  dormant  functions  of  the  skin,  stomach,  liver, 
and  many  important  nerve  trunks,  made  a  load  to  carry  for 
other  organs  and  nerves,  that  had  •  no  good  promise  about  the 
case.    I  put  him  on  the  following: 

^        Xanthoxylum  Sss 

Asclepias 

Columbo  aa3j 

Aqua  BuUens  S  xij 

M.     Sig:  One  to  two  tablespoonsfull  every  hour. 

Over  the  liver  and  stomach  and  along  the  spine  rubbed, 
every  six  hours,  equal  parts  of  the  stimulating  liniment  (P.-M. 
D.)  and  fl.  extr.  verbascum.  For  the  hepatic  organs  used  one 
part  each  apocynin  and  capsicum,  one-half  part  ledtandrin, — 
two  and  a  half  grains  of  the  mixture  every  six  hours.  Had 
enemata  given  twice  daily. 

I  kept  him  on  this  course  for  four  more  days,  when  the  pulse 
had  grown  a  little  firmer  and  risen  to  fifty-five  per  minute ;  the 
capillary  circulation  was  improved  and  the  skin  was  warmer; 
the  bowels  had  ejected  a  few  hard  lumps  of  faeces,  of  light- 
brown  color,  but  as  completely  dry  as  if  they  had  been  baked. 
In  all  other  particulars  he  was  the  same  as  at  first. 

His  feet  were  so  cold  that  I  directed  jugs  of  hot  water  to  be 
kept  in  bed  with  him  constantly,  and  from  two  to  three  table- 
spoonsfull of  the  infusion  to  be  given  once  every  hour.  The 
liniment  and  hepatic  powders  were  kept  up.  Within  four  ad- 
ditional days  the  bowels  had  moved  twice,  and  from  that  time 
forward  they  moved  regularly  every  day,  the  later  stools  grow- 
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ing  softer  and  darker,  as  the  function  of  the  liver  was  reestab- 
lished. 

At  about  the  end  of  the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  he  was  conval- 
escing very  kindly.  The  pulse  had  risen  to  sixty-five,  the  skin 
showed  some  of  the  blush  of  a  fair  capillary  flow  and  was  much 
warmer,  insomnia  had  given  place  to  a  fair  share  of  '*  Nature's 
sweet  restorer, ''  the  urine  was  normal  in  quantity  and  nearly 
so  as  to  color,  and  voided  without  trouble.  Altogether,  this 
Vas  a  satisfactory  situation.  I  now  put  himon  a  strong  infusion 
of  spiced  bitters,  and  directed  that  he  should  use  fully  a  half 
pint  of  this  during  twenty-four  hours ;  had  him  take  one  or  two 
of  the  above  hepatic  powders  each  day  to  maintain  freedom  of 
the  liver;  and  use  the  above  liniment  along  the  spine  twice 
each  day. 

His  appetite  was  now  so  fully  restored  as  to  call  for  the  sub- 
stantials  of  food,  and  he  was  allowed  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
these.  His  ability  to  use  his  muscles  had  so  far  been  restored 
that  I  directed  him  to  try  walking  around  the  room  with  the 
aid  of  his  wife,  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  two  or  three  times 
each  day ;  and  this  was  to  be  increased  as  his  strength  returned. 

I  saw  him  once  in  about  four  days.  He  did  a4mirably  for 
nearly  ten  days  longer,  wherf  he  was  seized  with  attacks  of 
saturnine  colic  at  intervals  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes,  that 
lasted  him  in  spite  of  vigorous  treatment,  as  hereafter  given,  for 
fully  two  weeks  with  no  abatement  exceptnig  the.  interludes 
between  the  paroxysms.  There  was  some  little  return  of  the 
costiveness  during  the  continuance  of  these  colic  paroxysms, 
but  that  was  easily  regulated  by :  ^.  Leptandrin  grs  j,  caulo- 
phyllin  and  capsicum,  aa^T%  ss.  M.  Sig:  One  to  three  daily, 
as  required.  The  above  liniment  was  rubbed  along  the  spine 
every  four  hours.   He  Was  put  upon  a  warm  infusion  as  follows : 

]^.        Xanthoxylum  pulv. 

Zingiber  Of.  .  aa  3  ss 

Asclepias 
*         Dioscorea 

Cypripedium  aa  5  j 

Aqua  Bullous  5  ^ij 

M.    Sig:    One  tablespoonful  every  20  or  30  minutes.    I 
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also  had  an  eDema  given  of  and  retained  every  four  hours  of 
Warm  Water  5  ij,  Ulmus  3j,  Zingiber  Of.  3  ss,  Cypripedium  5  J- 
The  pulse  began  to  flag  and  grow  small  and  frequent ;  the 
skin  to  give  an  inordinate  perspiration,  and  insomnia  to  be  a 
marked  feature  of  the  case.  Paleness  of  the  lips  and  gums, 
and  a  coolness  of  the  entire  surface  showed  themselves ;  the 
appetite  became  precarious ;  and  I  felt  compelled  to  put  him 
on  the  following  tonic  powders : 


^        Ferri  Garb.  5  j 

Pulv.  Capsicum  3  ss 

Scutellarine  3  ss 

Sulphate  Cinchona  3  j 

M.    Ft  chart.    No.  xx.    Sig:  One  every  four  hours. 

I  also  dropped  three-fourths  of  the  above  quantity  of  ascle- 
pias  from  the  infusion,  and  added  just  that  amount  of  triturated 
phosphate  of  hydrastia — one  to  four  of  lactine — in  its  place. 
More  or  less  of  the  first  described  conditions  returned  during 
this  attack,  except  costiveness.  It  was  hard  to  maintain  any 
appetite  at  all.  I  had  a  separate  infusion  of  juniper  berries 
made,  and  one-fourth  the  quantity  of  this  administered  along 
with  the  last  named  infusion,  Vhen  the  kidneys  seemed  too 
sluggish.  This  was  only  needed  by  times,  as  the  deficiency  of 
urine  was  evidently  due  to  the  great  depression  instituted  by 
the  lead  colic. 

On  this  treatment,  varied  somewhat  as  changing  circum- 
stances demanded,  my  patient  was  kept  for  fully  two  weeks, 
before  any  perceptible  control  was  obtained  over  his  intense 
sufi*erings.  He  had  slept  but  little  during  this  time.  He  had 
scarcely  eaten  enough  to  do  him  for  more  than  four  days  whert 
in  usual  health,  consequently  he  was  much  emaciated.  In 
spite  of  the  above  tonic  powders  the  ganglionic  structures  were 
fearfully  depressed.  Altogether  Mr  J.  seemed  doomed  to  die. 
But  just  as  all  these  phenomena  seemed  to  prognosticate  dis- 
solution as  very  near  at  hand,  the  paroxysms  dropped  down  to 
an  average  of  about  three  each  day,  with  no  increase  in  their 
duration,  the  patient's  appetite  promptly  returned,  and  he  be- 
gan to  sleep  two-thirds  of  all  the  time  that  ho  was  free  from 
suffering;  while  the  skin,  the  kidneys,  and  the  nervous  struc- 
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tures  returned  to  a  good  fair  activity  which  they  continued  to 
maintain.    I  now  put  him  on  the  following: 

]^  Fl.  Ext.  Dioscorea 
FL  Ext.  Hydrastis 
Ferri  et  Potassa  tart. 

Fl.  Ext.  Xanthoxylum  aa  3  ij 

Fl.  Ext  Cinchona  3  iv 

Fl.  Ext,  Oaulophyllum  3  j 

Simple  Syrup  S  v 

M.  Sig :  One  tablespooniul  every  four  hours.  Also  gave 
leptandrin  gr.  j,  xanthoxylin  gr.  ss,  phosphate  hydrastia  gr.  j. 
M.  Sig:  One  every  six  or  eight  hours  in  order  to  maintain 
freedom  of  hepatic  action.  The  same  liniment  along  the  spine, 
and  same  diet. 

Two  weeks  more  passed,  during  which  I  saw  him  some  four 
times,  and  he  was  then  nearly  relieved  from  his  paroxysms  of 
pain.  He  had  now  two  free  hepatic  and  alvine  actions  daily, 
and  just  at  this  time  Mrs.  J.  called  my  attention  to  a  discolora- 
tion of  these  that  was  evidently  not  due  to  the  above  prepara- 
tion of  iron,  but  to  an  admixture  of  blood.  It  was  in  dark  co- 
agula,  with  occasional  bright  red  tinges  to  it.  It  passed  at  each 
evacuation.  Instead  of  diminishing,  this  increased  in  quantity, 
and  finally  constituted  two  thirds  of  each  evacuation,  and  was 
accompanied  by  all  the  usual  constitutional  symptoms  of  mel- 
sena.  This  continued  for  fully  ten  more  days  in  spite  of  treat- 
ment, and  my  patient  became  very  anaemic ;  and  as  it  was  now 
very  hot  weather,  he  was  most  of  the  time  bathed  in  a  profuse 
perspiration,  but  on  account  of  the  treatment  following,  it  was 
associated  with  a  warm  skin  and  moderate  strength  of  the 
heart's  action.  Here  again  the  appetite  failed,  but  the  bowels 
and  kidneys  maintained  good  action. 

I  had  him  use  the  above  sirup  every  six  hours  in  teaspoonful 
doses.  One  to  two  powders  of  the  last-named  hepatic  a  day 
secured  fair  discharges  of  faeces,  each  of  these  being  accompan- 
ied with  large  masses  of  melaenic  coagula,  mixed  with  consid- 
erable quantities  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  mucous  secretions 
of  the  intestines.  I  also  had  him  use  the  above  tonic  powders, 
one  every  three  hours,  and  the  following  infusion,  viz : 
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iQf    Myrica  3  i 

Xanthoxylum  5  ss 

Tannic  Acid  3  8S 

Aqua  Bui  lens  S  viij 

M.    Sig. :  One  tablespoonful  every  two  hours ;  and  use  the 
same  liniment  along  the  spine  every  four  hours. 

He  was  now  very  much  reduced ;  distinct  ansemia  was  pres  - 
ent;  he  had  not  eaten  enough  to  cause  any  great  dejecta,  only 
for  the  melaenic  masses  still  passing  at  each  semi-daily  stool. 
The  pulse  was  small  and  soft,  but  perfectly  regular,  the  colic 
was  all  gone,  the  patient  was  very  pale,  but  the  skin  was  act- 
ing well.  I  still  continued  the  above  tonic  powders;  I  dropped 
the  iron,  dioscoiea  and  hydrastis  from  the  above  sirup,  and 
substituted  for  that  two  drams  of  prunus  fluid  extract,  and  a 
half  scruple  of  hydrastia  phosphate,  and  had  it  given  every 
four  hours.  I  did  not  need  any  hepatics  at  all.  The  lini- 
ment was  still  continued  along  the  spine  twice  daily. 

Thus  passed  about  one  week  more,  when  a  watery,  copious 
diarrhea  ensued,  that  continued  fully  one  week  and  caused  six 
stools,  on  an  average,  daily.  It  was  not  accompanied  by  any 
return  of  the  colic;  at  each  stool  large  masses  of  these  mel- 
aenic coagula  passed,  that  were  quite  dry  in  the  center  when 
broken  up,  but  covered  with  mucus  on  the  outside  and  some- 
what softened. 

During  this  diarrhea  the  skin,  kidneys,  appetite,  and  all  func- 
tional actions,  were  well  sustained.  The  dejections  gave  evi- 
dence of  a  due  quantity  of  biliary  matter;  the  appetite  called 
for  substantial  food  and  it  was  allowed.  I  had  the  last-men- 
tioned treatment  maintained,  the  syrup  given  only  three  times 
a  day,  but  the  tonic  powders  kept  up  every  three  hours.  I  re- 
placed the  tannic  acid  in  the  astringent  infusion  given  for  the 
hemorrhage,  by  substituting  kino  one  scruple,  and  had  it  used? 
at  first  a  tablespoonful  every  two  hours ;  then,  after  the  diar- 
rhea began  to  abate,  every  four  hours;  and  when  the  diarrhea 
declined  to  a  normal  quantity,  once  or  twice  each  day,  I  drop- 
ped that  tea  altogether.  Now  had  him  take  one  or  two  hepatics 
of  the  leptandrin,  xanthoxyllin  and  phos.  hydrastia,  each  day. 
Ordered  the  liniment  continued  twice  each  day,  and  put  him 
on  the  following : 
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'2f        Syrnp  Simplex  5  v 

Tannic  acid  3  j 

Fl.  Ext.  Cinchona  3  iv 

Phos.  Hydrastia  3  ss 

Fl.  Ext.  Dioscorea 

Fl.  Ext.  Xanthoxylum  aa  3  ij 

M.   Sig :  One  teaspoonf ul  every  three  hours  for  ten  days ; 
then  once  in  six  hours,  finally  twice  each  day  until  full  recov- 
ery, which  did  not  take  p^fl«J$until  the  last  of  July.  He  is  now 
in  good  heallh  and  fine  spiriltlf;^ 
Oaleshurg. 


A  CASE  OF  EPILEPSY. 

F.  H.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 


October  24th,  1877,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  Mrs.  A.  W. 
said  to  be  suffering  from  epilepsy.    My  patient  was  of  the  san, 
guine  temperament,  52  years  of  age,  nearly  bald  on  the  top  of 
her  head.     She  gave  me  the  following  history : 

The  menopause  came  at  44,  and  passed  off  normally ;  but 
after  it  had  become  fully  established,  as  regards  the  subsid- 
ence of  flushes  and  periodical  backaches,  she  was  attacked 
with  "fits."  These  attacks  were  somewhat  peculiar.  They  al- 
ways came  on  during  sleep,  generally  about  5  A.  m.  The  hus- 
band would  be  awakened  by  her  strange  noises  in  breathing, 
sometimes  by  her  convulsive  motions.  She  would  sink  off  in- 
to a  sound  sleep  of  several  hours'  duration,  from  which  noth- 
ing would  fully  awaken  her.  The  following  day  would  find 
her  with  stupid  and  confused  headache  and  partial  loss  of 
memory. 

These  attacks  come  every  month,  there  being  two  of  them, 
foar  days  apart.  Rarely  she  escaped  them,  and  sometimes  had 
two  pairs  during  one  month.  She  had  lost  track  of  the  normal 
monthly  date  of  her  menstruation;  but  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  these  attacks  represented  the  days  upon  which  the 
menses  came  and  left,  previous  to  her  menopause,  eight  years 
before.     Her  stomach  was  very  bad  from  the  long  abuse  of  po- 
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tassa  bromide;  the  liver  was  deficient  in  energy,  with  the 
body  general!}^  weak ;  and  the  attacks  were  becoming  more  se- 
vere and  exhaustive.  I  could  find  no  history  of  any  special  dis- 
turbance at  puberty.  She  had  been  usually  healthy  up  to  the 
menopause.  Although  I  should  suspect  previous  uterine  wrong 
from  the  bald  spot  on  top  of  the  head  and  feeling  of  "nervous- 
ness" there. 

Dr.  Tilt,  in  his  book  on  "Change  of  Life,"  in  a  table  giving 
the  occurrence  of  epilepsy,  as  a  new  disease  at  the  menopause, 
finds  only  three  cases  in  the  500  cases  of  women  at  this  period 
which  he  has  tabulated.  'He  says  it  is  a  very  rare  complica- 
tion^ Consequently  I  examined  my  patient  with  much  inter- 
est. She  had  received  treatment  from  a  number  of  physicians; 
but  their  aid  was  only  temporary,  and  their  medicines  broke 
down  the  general  health  to  the  same  extent  that  they  affected 
the  convulsions. 

I  put  her  upon  the  compound  leptandrin  powders  for  the  he- 
patic torpor;  and  the  following  for  the  stomach: 
^        Rad.  Gentianae 

Rad.  Hydrastis  aa  3  iij 

Rad.  Frazeree 

Sem.  Foeniculi  aa  5  iv 

Cort.  Aurantii  S  ij 

Infuse  in  boiling  water  O  iss;  add  Gin  O  ss.    Dose,  a  table 
spoonful  with  meals. 
The  following  I  gave  to  control  the  convulsions: 
'B^        Tr.  Lobelise  et  Capsici  comp. 

Fid.  Ext.  Cypripedii  aa  3  iv . 

Tr.  Hydrastis  3  ij 

M.  Sig. :  Gtts.  No.  x,  every  four  hours. 
Friction  down  the  spine  was  made  daily  with  comp.  tincture 
myrrh.  For  nervousness  and  faintness  at  the  stomach,  I  gave 
a  five-gr.  pill  of  assafcetida  after  meals,  for  the  first  few  weeks. 
Under  this  regimen  she  soon,  recovered  her  appetite  and  di- 
gestion. The  attacks  grew  less  frequent  till  May,  1878,  when 
they  suddenly  became  more  frequent  and  distressing.  I  now 
brought  to  mind  the  advise  of  Dr.  Isaac  Sperry,  that  success  in 
epilepsy  depended  upon  destroying  the  morbid  arrangement 
or  habit  of  the  paroxysms.    The  following  plan  was  resolved 
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upon  to  destroy  the  periodicity  of  the  attacks :  When  the  time 
came  about  in  June,  I  had  her  awakened  at  midnight,  and 
the  four  succeeding  nights  I  made  her  get  up  and  take  the 
lobelia  compound  in  frequent  doses  till  morning,  keeping 
her  awake.  She  felt  rather  confused,  but  the  attack  did  not 
come  on.  The  next  week  I  had  her  kept  awake  for  two  nights, 
following  which  she  had  several  slight  attacks  in  one  day, 
which  was  an  odd  day,  or  one  not  in  the  time  of  the  regular 
attacks. 

The  lobelia  having  been  pushed  in  frequent  doses  to  the 
point  of  frequent  nausea,  she  beoame  so  thoroughly  disgusted 
as  to  refuse  to  take  it.  I  told  her  husband  that  to  my  view  this 
very  disgust  (which  was  a  physical  disgust  rather  than  a  mat- 
ter of  taste  which  the  mind  could  overcome)  was  a  sign  of  the 
proper  and  desired  action  of  the  lobelia,  as  I  have  several 
times  witnessed  the  same  conditions  in  chronic  disorders.  The 
results  have  proven  the  truth  of  my  supposition.  Since  that 
date,  now  nearly  eight  months,  she  has  not  had  a  single  attack, 
although  using  no  medicine.  To  all  appearance  the  cure  is 
complete. 

I  have  cured  three  cases,  in  children,  with  same  prescription. 
The  main  point  seems  to  be,  to  arrest  the  regular  arrangement 
of  the  spasms.  To  prevent  the  concentration  of  irritability 
upon  the  reflex  centers.  To  accomplish  this,  I  rely  on  lobelia. 
It  renders  the  capillary  circulation  normal.  Hydrastis  I  con- 
sider very  valuable,  supporting  the  stomach  and  aiding  diges- 
tion. Friction  to  spine  and  extremities,  and  careful  attention 
to  all  the  excretions,  are  of  course  necessary.  Oareful  consid- 
eration of  the  probable  cause  of  the  disease  will  point  out  any 
special  remedy  needed. 

Bristol^  Cu 


HYDRASTIS  CANADENSIS  IN  CANCER. 


In  our  last  number  we  called  attention  to  Dr.  Kidd's  little 
volume  on  the  Laws  of  Therapeutics,  which  is  so  full  of  good 
suggestions  that  it  is  painful  to  be  compelled  to  differ  from 


so  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette. 

some  of  its  points.  Examining  the  appendix  since  that  article 
was  written,  we  find  some  cases  of  apparent  cancer  successful- 
ly managed  by  the  use  of  hydrastis.  We  quote  the  reports  en- 
tire, for  they  offer  an  interesting  field  of  inquiry, — though  we 
must  express  our  belief  that  the  chloroform  was  entirely  in 
the  way  of  the  other  agent: 

"About  five  years  ago,  a  lady  from  the  midland  counties, 
aged  44,  consulted  me.  I  found  a  hard,  irregular  nodule  of 
scirrhus  in  the  breast,  with  retraction  of  the  nipple,  two  or 
three  small  glands  in  the  axilla  enlarged.  She  was  in  low 
health,  thin,  sallow-looking, — in  every  way  a  most  unfavorable 
case.  The  family  doctor  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  cancer. 
She  then  came  to  London  to  consult  me.  The  case  seemed  to 
me  to  be  well-  marked  scirrhus  in  the  early  stage.  After  ex- 
amining her,  I  sent  her  to  Mr.  Thomas  Nunn,  whom  I  knew  to 
have  a  large  experience  of  cancer  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 
He  examined  her  most  carefully,  and  sent  her  back  to  me 
with  a  note  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  case  was  one  of  unmis- 
takable scirrhus,  specially  drawing  my  attention  to  the  well- 
marked  retraction  of  the  nipple.  He  considered  the  case  an 
unsuitable  one  for  operation. 

As  the  last  resource,  not  to  give  up  the  case  as  hopeless,  I 
then  prescribed  a  strong  lotion  of  hydrastis  canadensis,  two 
ounces  of  the  strong  undiluted  tincture  mixed  with  two  drachms 
of  chloroform,  applied  night  and  day,  freely  sprinkled  upon 
lint  covered  with  oil-silk.  Also  the  internal  use  of  seven  drops 
of  the  pure  tincture  of  hydrastis  canadensis  three  times  a  day* 
The  lady  returned  to  her  home,  and  carried  out  the  treatment 
steadily  for  six  weeks.  She  then  wrote  to  me  that  she  was  so 
much  better  that  her  family  doctor  was  much  surprised  at  the 
change.  Soon  afterwards  she  came  to  London  to  see  me,  and 
I  was  equally  surprised,  as  the  disease  had  nearly  disappeared. 
I  sent  her  again  to  Mr.  Nunn,  who,  comparing  his  notes  of  the 
case  as  it  was  two  months  before,  was  quite  taken  aback.  The 
improvement  continued,  and  although  five  years  have  elapsed 
since,  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  the  lady 
continues  in  perfect  health. 

In  this  case  the  disease  may  not  have  been  true  cancer ;  yet 
it  lacked  no  characteristic  of  that  disease.    Mr.  Nunn,   the 
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coontiy  doctor,  and  I  a^eed  that  it  seemed  a  well-marked  case 
of  scirrhns  in  the  early  stage.  The  result  of  the  trertmeat  was 
most  satisfactory  and  palpable. 

Mrs.  S — ,  aged  57,  consulted  me  in  1875  for  a  hard,  irregular 
enlargement  of  the  left  breast;  the  nipple  retracted,  and  the 
glands  in  the  left  axilla  enlarged  and  rather  painful.  Her 
mother  had  died  of  cancer  of  the  tongue.  I  prescribed  a  paste 
of  hydrastis  canadensis : 

Pulv.  Hydrastis  5  j 

Glyc.  Amyli  S  y 

Ohloroformyl  S  j 

The  application  of  the  paste  brought  out  a  copious  pustular 
eruption  all  round  the  breast.  This  caused  the  swelling  and 
hardness  to  lessen;  gradually  the  enlargement  in  the  axilla 
passed  off,  and  the  breast  became  soft.  She  continued  the  ap- 
plication of  the  paste  for  two  years,  till  nearly  all  trace  of  the 
original  disease  disappeared,  although  the  nipple  is  still  slight- 
ly retracted." 


A  CASE  OF  T^NIA. 

G.  W.  WALTEBS,  M.  D. 


About  Sept.  1, 1879,  Mrs.  B. — came  to  consult  me  about  the 
removal  of  a  tape  worm  which  she  had  had  for  nearly  four 
years.  Something  over  two  years  ago,  just  before  confinement, 
she  had  taken  a  dose  of  castor  oil  in  beer  which  had  acted  very 
freely,  and  in  doing  so  had  brought  away  several  feet  of  the 
worm.  She  had  taken  medicine  several  times  to  bring  it  away, 
but  could  never  retain  enough  of  it  on  the  stomach  to  do  any 
good. 

The  patient  was  a  small  woman,  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
mother  of  four  children,  of  nervo-bilious  temperament.  The 
symptoms  were,  alternate  constipation  and  diarrhea,  occasional 
swelling  of  the  abdomen,  sometimes  light  crampings  through 
the  bowels ;  the  appetite  rather  poor,  except  a  great  desire  for 
bread,  of  which  she  ate  a  good  deal.    She  was  considerably  re- 
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dnced  in  flesh,  sallow  skiu,  pulse  small  and  soft,  capillary  cir- 
culation poor.  Some  hepatic  obstruction;  urine  pale,  rather 
more  in  quantity  than  usual,  with  some  irritability  at  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  Had  profuse  leucon-hoea,  also  a  free  salivation, 
causing  her  to  frequently  spit  a  mouthful  of  white  frothy  sali- 
va. She  expressed  herself  as  having  her  system  full  of  "slime." 

I  had  her  abstain  from  all  nitrogenous  food  for  thirty-six 
hours.  The  day  before  using  the  medicine  for  its  removal, 
(Saturday,)  I  gave  her  a  teacup  of  chicken  broth  for  dinner, 
and  half  a  cup  of  beef  tea  for  supper.  This  I  did  by  advice  of 
Prof.  Cook,  because  it  would  be  digested  entirely  by  the  stom- 
ach, and  as  effectually  starve  the  worm  as  if  she  ate  nothing  at 
all.  The  worm  living  upon  the  chyle^  the  starchy  food  furnished 
its  support,  hence  her  great  appetite  for  bread,  potatoes,  etc. 
The  stomach,  then,  by  this  course,  was  not  left  in  such  a 
weak  condition  as  to  reject  the  medicine  as  she  had  done  in 
former  times. 

Gave  a  cathartic  of  senna,  jalap  and  potass,  bitart,  in  the 
evening,  and  had  her  take  only  a  half  teacup  of  coffee  about 
seven  o'clock  the  next  morning.  Then  gave  her  the  medicine, 
which  was  prepared  by  Wm.  Johnson,  Druggist,  (Covington) 
as  follows :  Half  a  pound  of  pomegranate,  bark  of  the  root,  was 
moistened  with  warm  water  for  twelve  hours ;  then  a  quart  of 
water  added  by  the  percolator,  and  carefully  evaporated  to 
one  pint.  To  each  six  ounces,  one  drachm  each  of  Fl.  Ext. 
Senna  and  Jalap  were  added. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning  (Sunday)  I  gave  her  the 
medicine  in  half  teacup  doses  every  twenty  minutes,  warm 
and  sweetened.  The  stomach  retained  it  very  well.  About 
eleven  o'clock  the  cathartic  acted,  and  she  passed  about  twen- 
ty or  thirty  feet  of  the  worm.  She  remained  on  the  vessel 
about  two  hours,  and  I  then  realized  that  the  cathartic  was 
not  sufficiently  active.  Had  her  break  the  worm  about  six 
inches  from  the  anus,  and  hastened  to  prepare  some  more  med- 
icine. 

After  a  little  thought  on  tJie  subject,  I  concluded  that  aloes 
would  be  the  best  agent  to  use  with  the  pomegranate,  if  it 
were  not  too  bitter  to  the  taste.    The  druggist  prepared  a  fresh 
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pint  of  the  medicine,  incorporating  in  it  twenty  grains  aloes. 
I  gave  this  the  next  morning  the  same  as  before. 

After  taking  one  teacupful,  she  suddenly  felt  a  strange  numb- 
ness of  the  limbs,  and  a  strange  sense  of  smothering  and  pres- 
sure at  the  epigastrium.  These  feelings  were  so  severe  that 
she  was  obliged  to  walk  about  in  the  fresh  air.  After  a  short 
time  she  drank  another  half  teacupful,  which  she  immediately 
vomited,  following  which  was  a  small  stool  of  thin  brown 
liquid,  containing  the  balance  of  the  worm,  including  the  head. 
The  portion  last  passed  was  considerably  stained  by  the  pome- 
granate. 

A  number  of  physicians  judged  the  worm  to  be  about  forty 
feet  in  length.  About  two  weeks  after  the  removal  of  the  worm 
she  came  to  me  in  a  slightly  dropsical  condition,  which  was 
easily  removed.  She  has  since  been  in  good  health,  and  flesh- 
ened  considerably.  The  leucorrhea  and  salivation  have  disap- 
peared, and  she  no  longer  has  any  particular  desire  for  bread. 

I  believe  the  remedy  prepared  as  above,  with  the  system 
sustained  by  animal  food  alone  for  a  short  time  before  admin- 
istering the  medicine,  will  secure  the  desired  result  amost  every 
time. 

Covington^  Ky. 


CURRENT  SURGICAL  NOTES. 


Aij  Operation.-:— Death. — One  of  our  prominent  ladies  was 
operated  on  quite  recently  for  what  was  called — I  am  informed 
— a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus.  As  near  as  I  can  learn  it  was 
by  dilating  the  os  uteri  and  scraping  the  internal  walls  of  the 
organ ;  bringing  away  a  mass  of  shreddy  material  intermixed 
with  dark  masses  of  clotted  blood.  One  allopathist  and  two 
homeopathists — one  of  the  latter  was  the  operator — ^performed 
the  operation.  An  anesthetic  was  given.  I  do  not  know  what. 
The  lady  died  in  about  twelve  hours,  never  having  rallied  from 
the  effects  of  the  operation  and  anaesthetic. 

She  had  been  operated  on  in  like  manner  some  three  years 
before,  and  was  some  time  rallying  from  it;  but  had  attained 
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moderate  health  meantime.  One  feature  of  her  treatment 
during  these  intervening  years,  was  that,  lately  more  especially 
the  OS-uteri  was  kept  dilated  almost  constantly  with  sponge 
tents.  Considerable  hemorrhage  marked  the  later  stages  of  the 
case ;  but  the  lady  would  only  be  in  bed  for  a  few  days  at  a 
time;  the  balance  of  the  time  attending  to  her  home  and  tem- 
perance duties,  a  goodly  share  of  it  being  devoted  to  the  latter" 
The  operator  had  been  her  physician  for  five  or  six  years. 
The  post-mortem  revealed  fibrous  involvement  of  the  walls  of 
the  uterus,  and  in  addition,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  walls  of 
the  heart,  and  the  pulmonary  artery  was  plugged  full  of  clotted 
blood.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  Jearn  the  doctor  never 
suspected  heart  afi'ection. 

W.  F.  TAIT. 


A  CASE  OF  PRIAPISM  ACCOMPANYING  LEUKEMIA. 


Dr.  Salzer,  of  Worms,  reports  the  'case  of  a  man,  46  years 
of  age,  who  suffered  for  seven  weeks  from  persistent  priapism. 
He  had  previously  suffered  from  intermittent  fever,  but  was  at 
this  time  in  apparent  good  health.  One  morning  he  was 
awakened  by  an  intensely  painful  erection  of  the  penis,  that 
proved  utterly  rebellious  to  treatment.  Leeches,  warm  fomen- 
tations, chloral  hydrate,  and  even  chloroform  narcosis  were 
tried  in  turn,  but  all  without  succss.  The  urine  was  passed 
with  difficulty,  usually  in  short  jets,  and  most  readily  in  the 
knee-elbow  position.  Physical  examination  revealed  only 
marked  enlargement  of  the  spleen.  Finally,  after  the  penis 
had  been  kept  three  weeks  constantly  enveloped  in  strongly 
camphorated  narcotic  poultices,  opium  and  camphor  being  ad- 
ministered internally  at  the  same  time,  the  priapism  gradually 
disappeared,  having  persisted  fully  seven  weeks.  During  the 
week  preceding  this  attack,  the  patient  had  had  two  attacks 
of  priapism,  one  of  which  lasted  only  a  few  hours,  and  the  oth- 
er twenty-four  hours.  After  the  appearance  of  the  priapism 
the  patient  rapidly  lost  strength  and  acquired  a  cachectic. ap- 
pearance, and  the  spleen  progressively  increased  in  size.    Two 
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months  after  the  priapism  disappeared  there  was  complete  loss 
of  sexual  power,  and  the  patient  died  about  eight  months  af- 
terward. The  blood  was  not  examined  microscopically,  and  an 
autopsy  was  not  permitted. 

Dr.  Salzer  collates  from  medical  literature  eight  cases  of  pri- 
apism occurring  in  connection  with  leukaemia.  Various  theo- 
ries have  been  brought  forward  to  account  for  the  priapism  in 
these  cases.  Ereme  ascribed  it  to  extravasation  of  blood  into 
the  corpora  cavernosa,  and  Longuet  to  impeded  circulation  in 
the  smaller  vessels  and  the  formation  of  thrombi  resulting  from 
the  altered  condition»of  the  blood,  while  Neidhart  thought  that 
irritation  of  the  nerves  might  be  the  leading  cause.  Dr.  Salzer 
thinks  that  the  rapid  disappearance  of  the  priapism  in  the  first 
two  attacks  in  the  above  case  argues  against  the  occurrence  of 
an  extravasation  of  blood.  He  believes  that  both  the  tempora- 
ry and  persistent  attacks  of  priapism  /Were  due  to  irritation  of 
the  nervi  errigentes.  It  is  well  known  that  priapism  may  be 
produced  both  by  peripheral  and  by  central  irritation  of  these 
nerves.  As  examples  of  the  former^  he  adduces  the  erections 
accompanying  inflammation  of  the  urethra  or  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  swelling  of  the  prostrate,  etc. ;  and,  as  examples 
of  the  latter,  the  erections  of  insane  persons,  or  that  following 
injuries  of  the  spinal  cord.  The  priapism  of  leukaemia,  he 
claims,  differs  from  these  varieties  chiefly  in  its  longer  dura- 
tion, and  hence  for  its  development  some  special  cause  must 
be  sought.  This  may  possibly  be  found  either  in  the  presence 
of  anatomical  changes  in  the  nervi  errigentes,  or  in  pressure 
on  them,  ex.  gr.,  by  swollen  lumbar  glands. — Med.  Ghir.  Rund- 
schau^ June,  1879. 


MEDICAL  USES  OF  ELECTRICITY. 


The  catalogue  of  works  on  the  therapeutical  uses  of  Elec- 
tricity, has  attained  respectable  proportions.  Some  of  them 
are  good;  a  number  are  so  charged  with  the  extravagances  of 
"hobbyism"  as  to  be  of  limited  value ;  while  a  few  appear  to 
have  been  written  because  their  authors  wanted  to  say  or  sell 
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something,  and  not  because  they  had  anything  particular  to 
say.  Among  the  latest,  and  altogether  the  most  complete,  of 
these  works,  is  the  "Medical  and  Surgical  Uses  of  Electricity,'' 
by  Drs.  G.  M.  Beard  and  A.  D.  Rockwell,  published  by  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.  The  authors  are  experienced  elec- 
tricians, and  write  with  the  directness  of  practical  men.  On 
page  262,  they  say : 

"An  error  that  appears  prominently  in  nearly  all  the  works 
on  electricity,  is  the  habit  of  treating  the  name  of  the  disease 
rather  than  the  conditions  of  the  system,^''  That  blunder  is  fol- 
lowed in  describing  nearly  all  agencies,  ,and  leaves  their  true 
characters  and  proper  employment  poorly  explained.  Our 
authors  continue:  "Men  ask  whether  electricity  is  good  for 
this  disease  or  that  disease,  without  any  well-defined  idea  of 
the  position  that  this  powerful  agent  occupies  in  the  armory 
of  therapeutics.  It  should  be  understood  that  electricity  is  a 
stimulating  sedative  tonic,  'and  as  such  is  indicated  in  any  sub- 
acute or  chronic  disease  where  stimulating,  sedative,  or  tonic 
eflfects  are  indicated,  and  without  reference  to  the  name  of  the 
disease." 

A  combination  of  "sedative"  with  u  lating  and  tonic  ef- 

fects, would  seem  to  be  a  paradox.  It  is  explained  and  illus- 
trated by  markings  from  the  sphygmograph  at  pp.  137, 138. 
By  these  it  is  shown  that  when  either  the  faradic  or  galvanic 
current  is  made  to  traverse  the  neck  so  as  to  influence  the 
pneumogastric  and  the  cervical  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic, 
the  heart  and  its  circulation  are  materially  afiected, — the  force 
of  pulse  being  increased,  systole  and  diastole  both  becoming 
more  abrupt,  and  the  interval  between  the  cardiac  impulse 
and  arterial  impulse  being  shortened.  This  is  distinct  stimu- 
lation;  but  when  ^^neraZ  faradization  is  used,  systole  is  pro- 
longed, the  interval  between  cardiac  and  arterial  impulse  is 
prolonged,  aud  a  general  calming  effect  follows.  These  points 
are  also  explained  in  another  connection,  at  pages  401,  407. 

The  chapter  on  "General  Suggestions,"  occupying  but  little 
more  than  thirty  pages,  is  of  unusual  value  to  those  not  al- 
ready perfectly  familiar  with  the  uses  of  this  agent.  It  con- 
tains directions  for  the  cases  in  which  to  employ  electricity, 
diffei'entiation  of  the  poles,  quantity  and  duration  of  the  cur- 
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rent,  time  and  mode  of  employment,  and  similar  topics.  The 
judgment  and  frankness  of  the  authors  in  this  chapter  are  com- 
mendable, and  these  thirty  pages  are  worth  several  ordinary 
volumes  to  the  beginner. 

The  authors  give  a  full  account  of  the  different  currents,  the 
management  of  each  together  with  its  particular  adaptations, 
and  their  combination.  A  chapter  on  "Eleotro-therapeuticaj 
Anatomy"  lurnishes  directions  for  the  points  where  the  posi- 
tive electrode  may  be  placed  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the 
current  through  especial  nerves  or  muscles,  the  negative  elec- 
trode being  under  the  feet.  These  directions  are  illustrated  by 
a  couple  of  figures,  which  are  here  furnished  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  publishers.  The  benefits  of  such  a  practical  guide 
are  at  once  apparent.  Different  parts  vary  in  their  degree  of 
electrical  sensitiveness,  and  hence  must  be  treated  with  cur- 
rents of  quite  different  intensity.  These  are  marked  to  a  scale 
of  5, — the  number  1  denoting  the  highest  sensitiveness,  which 
diminishes  progressively  through  3,  4,  and  5.  "If  the  external 
auditory  canal,  drum  of  the  ear,  conjunctiva,  nasal  mucous 
membrane,  tongue,  and  larynx  were  represented,  they  should 
be  marked  a  degree  or  two  higher  than  1,  since  they  are  more 
sensitive  than  any  portion  of  the  head." 

Faradization,  galvanization,  central  galvanization,  general 
and  peripheral  electrization,  the  various  classes  of  apparatus, 
and  the  methods  of  application,  are  abundantly  illustrated. 
The  last  350  pages  of  the  work  are  occupied  with  directions  for 
the  employment  of  electricity  in  various  forms  of  disease,  with 
numerous  cases  from  the  practice  of  the  authors,  most  of 
which  are  of  decided  interest.  It  is  too  common  with  writers 
on  electricity  to  report  only  such  cases  as  would  make  this 
agency  appear  as  the  panacea.  Not  so  Drs.  Beard  and  Rock- 
well, who  write  for  the  sole  purpose  of  advancing  knowledge. 
This  purpose,  and  the  freedom  from  bias  which  marks  the  en- 
tire volume,  are  well  shown  in  the  following  sentences  intro- 
ductory to  electrization  in  hysteria: 

"The  behavior  of  hysteria  under  electrization  is  as  capricious 
and  inconsistent  as  are  its  symptoms.  Some  cases  yield  to 
electrization  with  wonderful  rapidity;  others,  apparently  no 
worse,  are  singularly  obstinate.     On  the  average,  the  progno- 
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Frontalis. 

(  omigator  saperciliL 

Facial  nerves. 

Sup-  cervT  gang,  sympathetic. 
Inferior  max.  nerve. 
SiemO'de'do  mastoid. 

Tnf  cerv.  gang,  sympathetic. 
Phrenic  nerve. 
Brachial  plexus. 
Pectoral  muscle. 


niceps  and  mus.  cut.  nerve. 

« 

Hrachialis  intemus. 

M  edian  nerve. 
Ulnar  nerve. 

Palmaris  longns. 
Kadialis  intemus. 
Flexor  digit,  profundis. 

FlexOT  digit  sublimis 

Ulnar  nerve. 

Median  nerve. 

Volar  branch  ulnar  nerve 

Lumbricales. 
Crural  nerve. 

Sartorius. 
Rectus  femoris. 

Vutus  extemus. 

Peroneal  nerve. 
Peroneus  longus. 


Soleos 
Peroneus  brevis. 

Flexor  dig  com.  longos- 
b.xtensor  pollids  longus. 

Tibial  nerve. 


Extensor  di^t.  brevis.  ^ 
Extens.  digi-  com.  brevis. 
Abductor  pollicis. 
1  nterossei  pedis  dors. 


Electro-therapeutical  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body.     Anterior  view. 
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Exter.  head  triceps. 

Kadial  nerve. 
Brachialis  intemus. 


Supinator  longua- 
Radialis  actemus  breris. 

Extensor  tndicis  proprius. 

Sciatic  nerve.  ^ 

Extei  sor  pollida  longus. 

AMoctror  min.  digit. 
Interossei. 


Sdatic  tierve.  - 
Biceps  long  head. 
Biceps,  short  head. 


Popliteal  nerve. 
Peroneal  nerve. 

Gastroenemios  ester. 

Soleos, 
Gastroenemius  inter. 


WiV"*** 


Electro-therapeutical  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body.     Posterior  vie 
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sis  is  so  favorable  that  no  case  should  be  abandoned  without  a 
fair  trial  of  this  method  of  treatment.  Under  peripheral  elec- 
trization the  results  are  usually  unsatisfactory,  since  the  relief 
of  the  local  symptom  is  by  no  means  a  cure  of  the  local  con- 
stitutional condition."  A  work  written  and  cases  reported  in 
such  a  spirit,  are  of  great  value  to  the  profession ;  and  we  con- 
fidently express  our  belief  that  the  volume  of  Drs.  Beard  and 
Rockwell  is  the  most  instructive  as  well  as  the  most  compre- 
hensive offered  to  American  physicians. 


-o- 


NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNECOLOGY. 


Batty's  Operation  in  Scotland. — The  September,  1879,  num- 
ber of  the  Obstetric  Gazette  contains  a  report  of  this  operation 
furnished  the  editor  by  Prof.  A.  R.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh. 
The  case  was  a  lady  who  began  to  menstruate  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  suffered  from  the  first,  usually  had  two  weeks  of  misery 
and  several  days  in  bed  at  each  menstrual  period,  and  could 
gain  no  lasting  relief  from  liquors,  ether,  laudanum,  or  similar 
means.  She  had  heard  of  the  "American  operation"  of  remov- 
ing the  ovaries  as  a  means  of  arresting  the  monthly  flow  and 
thus  ending  dysmenorrhea,  and  at  her  earnest  solicitation  Prof. 
Simpson  operated.  The  catamenial  function  has  since  (nine 
months)  mostly  ceased,  and  the  sufi'ering  is  but  trifling. 


Neurasthenia  as  a  Cause  of  Disease  in  Females. — ^Tliis 
forms  the  subject  of  the  introductory  paper  of  Dr.  Goodell  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Gynecological  Society 
this  year.  In  this  paper  the  author  argues  with  much  force — 
and  also,  as  we  think,  wisdom — that  many  of  the  diseases 
which  are  referred  to  the  womb  as  a  cause  are  really  due  to 
general  afl'ections  which  operate  so  as  to  weaken  the  nervous 
system.  From  this  view  of  their  causation,  Dr.  Goodell  main- 
tains that  such  patients  should  not  be  treated  by  local  meas- 
ures applied  to  the  womb,  which  frequently  do  harm  rather 
than  good,  but  partly  by  moral  treatment,  and  partly  and  chief- 
ly by  such  means  as  subdue  ovarian  irritation  and  improve  nu- 
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trition,  while  conserving  and  stimulating  nervous  energy. 
Three  cases  successfully  treated  are  recorded  in  the  paper,  and 
others  are  referred  to  indirectly.  In  those  cases  Dr.  Goodell 
put  the  patients  into  a  dark,  quiet  room,  fed  them  upon  skim- 
med milk  and  eggs,  gave  large  doses  iron,  malt  extaact,  and 
other  analeptics,  and  applied  massage  and  electricity.  Th^ 
results  were  most  encouraging. — Edinhurg  Med.  Jour. 


Preventing  Mammary  Abscess. — Referring  to  Dr.  Sheppard's 
method,  quoted  in  our  last  issue.  Dr.  S.  S.  Boyd  furnishes  his 
plan  to  the  American  Practitioner,  To  one  edge  of  a  roller 
bandage  he  sews  a  piece  of  muslin  eight  inches  square,  with 
a  circular  hole  for  the  nipple ;  fasten  this  around  the  body  as 
tightly  as  can  be  borne,  at  the  waist ;  lift  the  breast,  draw  the 
square  piece  of  muslin  gently  over  it,  and  to  each  upper  cor- 
ner of  the  muslin  fasten  a  band  to  pass  over  the  shoulders  and 
be  secured  behind  to  the  bandage  around  the  waist.  Then 
make  a  ring  about  the  base  of  the  breast  with  a  few  layers  of 
roller  drawn  tight;  fasten  strips  from  one  edge  of  the  eight- 
inch  muslin  to  the  opposite  side  of  this  ring,  passing  them  over 
the  breast  and  drawing  finnly,  thus  covering  the  entire  breast 
except  the  nipple.  An  unexpected  amount  of  pressure  can  be 
borne  in  this  way,  and  an  excess  of  circulation  be  successfully 
cut  off. 


Painless  Labor. — Dr.  A.  M.  Smith  writes  the  N.  Y.  Medical 
Record  as  follows:  "On  the  4th  (Nbvr.)  I  was  called  to  a  case 
of  labor.  After  waiting  awhile,  expecting  a  pain,  I  asked 
^Have  you  any  pain  V  The  answer  was,  'No,  only  a  pressure.' 
I  then  thought  I  should  have  to  wait  some  time,  but  soon  the 
'waters'  were  discharged.  I  then  made  an  examination,  and 
found  the  head  presenting  at  the  inferior  strait;  the  expulsive 
efforts  regular  and  strong,  hut  not  a  particle  of  pain.  And 
within  two  hours  she  was  delivered,  naturally,  of  twin  boys, 
one  weighing  seven,  the  next  five  and  a  half  pounds,  without 
the  slightest  suffering  from  the  time  I  saw  her,  to  the  comple 
tion  of  parturition.  She  had  taken  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a 
narcotic,  nor  did  I  give  anything.  This  is  my  first  case,  in  a 
practice  of  thirty  years,  of  delivery  without  pain." 
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Phimosis  Causing  Convulsions. — A  case  of  this  kind  is  given 
by  Dr.  H.  H;  Grant,  where  a  child  of  twelve  months  had  con- 
vulsions, several  of  them  every  day  for  four  months.  While 
having  ten  or  more  spasms  in  twenty -four  hours,  it  retained  a 
good  appetite,  the  pulse  was  not  accelerated,  temperature  at 
the  highest  101°,  and  the  child  seemed  otherwise  well  except 
a  little  drowsiness.  After  treating  it  in  vain,  the  penis  was 
examined  and  severe  phimosis  found.  There  was  scarcely 
opening  enough  for  the  urine  to  dribble  away.  Operation  was 
performed  by  cutting  the  foreskin  along  the  superior  border  to 
the  coronal  groove  with  scissors,  then  separating  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  foreskin  from  the  glans.  Convulsions  ceased 
two  days  after  the  operation. — Medical  Herald. 


A  Knot  in  the  Cord. — Dr.  A.  F.  Kinne  reports  a  case  of  pre- 
mature labor,  in  the  Obstetric  .Oazette^  occurring  in  a  well- 
formed  and  healthy  woman  at  the  sixth  month.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  cause  whatever  for  the  accident.  The  fetus  was  of 
fair  size,  had  not  been  badly  nourished,  and  was  not  asphyx- 
iated. It  was  feeble,  and  died  in  a  few  moments.  The  cord 
was  longer  than  usual,  and  was  tied  into  a  knot  about  the  mid- 
die.  The  knot  was  drawn  quite  close,  and  ulceration  had  tak- 
en place  at  the  points  of  pressure.  It  was  supposed  that  this 
was  the  probable  cause  of  the  premature  labor. 


Pendulous  Abdomen. — At  a  District  Meeting  in  Marion,  Ind., 
Dr.  G.  W.  H.  Kemper  reported  some  very  interesting  obstetri- 
cal cases  including  one  of  pendulous  abdomen.  The  uterus  lay 
in  front  of  and  projected  below  the  pubic  bones,  the  os  could 
scarcely  be  reached  per  vaginam,  the  belly  of  the  child  lay 
across  the  pubes  while  the  head  rested  over  the  upper  part  of 
the  thighs,  right  foot  and  left  knee  presenting.  In  such  a 
position  the  uterus  could  exert  little  force.  Keeping  the  wo- 
man on  her  back,  a  bandage  was  tightened  about  the  abdo- 
men ;  traction  made  on  the  right  foot,  and  the  head  pushed 
upward.  After  the  breech  was  engaged  in  the  superior  strait 
— the  left  leg  lay  across  the  pelvis  and  had  to  be  brought 
down  with  considerable  force.  Child  large  and  hearty. — Amer. 
Practitioner. 
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NuTMEQ  Narcotism. — Dr.  Barry  reports  a  case  of  this  kind 
in  the  St  Louis  Chemical  Record.  A  woman  was  persuaded, 
the  day  after  labor,  to  take  nutmeg  tea,  using  one  nutmeg  and 
a  half  during  the  day.  At  10  p.  m.  she  began  to  get  drowsy^ 
was  in  a  profound  stupor  the  next  morning,  and  gradually  re- 
covered during  the  day.  The  symptoms  were  about  the  same 
as  those  produced  by  opium,  and  the  remedies  used  were  the 
same. 


Ctjbebs  and  Catarrh. — A  lady  who  had  suffered  from  cysti- 
tis for  five  years,  and  had  been  treated  by  an  eminent  gyne- 
cologist, chanced  to  consult  an  oculist  and  aurist  'about  an 
affection  of  the  pharynx.  The  latter  gentleman  ordered  cubeb 
lozenges,  and  the  lady  was  promptly  cured  of  catarrh  of  both 
bladder  and  pharyn:^.  The  great  gynecologist  had  used  injec- 
tions of  nitrate  of  silver  once  a  week  for  two  years. — Medical 
Herald. 


Soda  Sulphite  for  Rhus  Poisoning. — Dr.  A.  Q.  Smythe,  Miss., 
treats  poisoning  from  rhus  by  applying  to  the  parts. soft  cloths 
wet  with  a  saturated  solution  of  soda  sulphite  in  rain  water, 
keeping  them  wet.  His  success  with  this  method  has  been 
uniform. — N.  Y.  Medical  Record. 


Opium  vs.  Belladonna. — Prof.  W.  B.  Davis,  M.  D.,  in  the 
American  Practitioner^  reviews  the  idea  that  opium  and  bel- 
ladonna are  so  antagonistic  in  their  action  as  to  fit  either  for 
poisoning  by  the  other.  Reviewing  the  action  of  each  agent, 
he  finds  that,  when  their  full  effects  are  obtained,  ''both  drugs 
destroy  life  in  the  same  way,  namely,  by  a  direct  depressant 
action  upon  the  respiratory  centres  and  upon  the  heart."  He 
curtly  remarks  that  those  who  use  large  doses  of  atropia  (half 
a  grain)  to  overcome  opium  poisoning,  "do  not  seem  to  think 
there  is  any  possibility  of  substituting  belladonna  for  opium 
poisoning,  nor  of  intensifying  the  chief  danger  in  opium  pois- 
oning, viz.,  depression  in  the  respiratory  forces."  Again  he 
says:  "Death  occurs,  in  belladonna  poi    ;  •  1   ]  from  failure  o 
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the  heart's  action  and  the  respiratory  forces.  As  opium  acts 
in  the  same  way  in  destroying  life,  we  cannot  see  any  ground 
on  which  its  use  in  belladonna  poisoning  can  be  justified." 
He  points  out  that,  in  the  reported  cases  of  curing  one  poison 
by  the  other,  other  means  were  also  employed ;  that  decided 
failures  are  also  reported,  and  quite  as  decided  recoveries 
without  any  medication.  We  are  quite  of  the  opinion  that 
two  deadly  narcotics  in  a  man  are  worse  than  one,  and  take 
care  to  put  no  poisons  of  any  kind  in  our  patients. 


Yerba  Santa  with  Quinia. — Dr.  Kier  recommends  the  yerba 
santa  as  an  adjuvant  to  disguise  the  taste  of  some  bitter  agents. 
Salts  of  quinia  may  be  given  in  a  syrup  of  the  yerba  santa, 
ten  or  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce,  and  made  tolerable  to  the 
taste.  Quinia  tastes  like  starch  when  a  yerba  santa  leaf  is 
chewed. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Novel  Remedy  for  Hay  Fever. — Dr.  Sebastion,  Tenn.,  has 
repeatedly  prevented  attacks  of  hay  fever,  or  hay  asthma,  by 
the  employment  of  a  close  veil  over  the  face.  He  believes  it 
excludes  the  pollen  and  other  atoms  floating  in  the  air,  which 
excite  attacks  of  the  malady  in  those  subject  to  it. — Med, 
Herald. 


New  LinseAd  Poultice. — Volkhausen  prepares  a  cataplasm 
by  saturating  a  piece  of  thick,  white  felt-paper  with  a  decoc- 
tion of  linseed.  This  is  dried;  and  before  using  is  to  be  im- 
mersed in  hot  water,  when  it  swells  considerably.  It  must  be 
covered  with  some  impermeable  material  and  fastened  secure- 
ly in  its  place,  and  ordinarily  does  not  require  removal  for 
twelve  hours. — Amer.  Jour,  f^^armacy. 

/ 

Mosses  for  Rattlesnake  Bite. — Drs.  Eve  and  Shacklett  re- 
port that  a  Mr.  Collins,  Tenn.,  let  a  rattlesnake  bite  him  on 
the  wrist,  and  then  applied  to  the  wound  the  mosses  from  oak 
and  hickory  trees,  and  drank  a  decoction  of  the  same.  He  suf- 
fered nausea  and  his  pulse  and  temperature  were  excited,  but 
w:thin  an  hour  had  completely  recovered.  The  bite  of  the 
ime  reptile  speedily  killed  a  dog. — Louisville  Med.  News. 
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Refilling  Prescriptions. — If  any  physician  practicing  med- 
icine in  this  State  shall  write,  or  cause  to  be  printed  upon  any 
prescription,  the  words,  "No  duplicate,"  any  druggist,  apothe- 
cary, or  vender  of  medicines  who  shall  duplicate  a  prescription 
so  written  or  printed  upon,  without  the  consent  of  the  physi- 
cian writing  the  prescription,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
subject  of  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  for  each  and  every  offense,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  of  suit. —  Wisconsin  Med.  Act 


New  Cure  for  CoNSU3iPTiON. — ^The  profession  in  Germany 
was  thrown  into  an  extravaganza  of  excitement,  by  the  an- 
nouncement that  inhalations  of  benzoate  of  sodium  would  cure 
consumption.  Even  in  the  last  stages  and  worst  forms,  and 
with  large  cavities,  and  when  the  patient  was  almost  in  artio- 
ulo  mortis^  it  was  positively  asserted  that  cures  were  eflfected 
in  a  few  weeks.  The  statement  was  made  by  Dr.  Rokitansky, 
Innsbruck,  son  of  the  eminent  Prof.  Rokitansky.  His  high  po- 
sition was  considered  a  guarantee  of  correctness;  and  many 
went  wild  over  the  wonderful  discovery,  and  the  supply  of  in- 
halers was  soon  exhausted.  Alas !  a  few  weeks  have  shown 
the  fallacy  of  this  craze,  as  well  as  the  gullibility  of  many 
medical  gentlemen.  It  is  found  that  not  the  "slightest  favor- 
able result"  i^  obtainable  by  this -treatment,  and  Dr.  R.  is  like- 
ly to  be  "investigated." 
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Inhalation  of  Oxygen  in  Anemia. — Everybody  knows  how 
difficult  it  is  sometimes  to  get  sojRe.^jpdkUch  enfeebled  chlorotic 
patients  to  take  reparatory  alime;flis,  so  great  is  their  disgust 
for  all  azotifed  aliment,  vomiting  often  ensuing  when  they  at- 
tempt to  eat  meat.  Some  women  live  upon  a  little  t)read  and 
salad,  and  the  quantity  of  urea  they  eliminate  is  then  very 
small,  sometimes  as  little  as  from  four  to  six  grams  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  In  such  women  treatment  becomes  very  difficult, 
it  being  nearly  impossible  to  iteproduce  appetite  in  them.  In 
these  cases  Dr.  Hayem,  of  the  St.  Antoine  Hospital,  Paris,  em- 
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ploys  a  means  which  has  furnished  most  excellent  results,  and 
which  consists  in  the  daily  inhalation  of  oxygen.  The  appetite 
soon  returns,  the  vomiting  disappearing  at  the  same  time ;  and 
so  well  do  the  patients  then  support  azotized  aliments,  that  the 
four  regular  "portions"  of  the  hospital  diet  scale  become  insuf- 
ficient.— Medical  Press  and  Circular, 


Treatment  of  Ooryza. — Dr.  Le  Garce  offers  the  following  as 
effective  in  the  treatment  of  coryza:  Take  three  ounces  infu- 
sion of  adiantum  and  an  ounce  and  a  half  decoction  mallows. 
To  these  add  chlorate  potass,  gra.  xvj ;  soda  borate  gra.  viij  ; 
catechu,  powdered,  gra.  j  ss ;  and  a  drop  of  spirit  lemon.  When 
used,  add  a  suitable  portion  of  warm  water,  snuff  up  the  nos- 
trils as  far  back  as  possible,  and  then  wait  as  long  as  possible 
before  blowing  the  nose. — La  Ruche  Pharm.^  in  New  Rem- 
edies. 


Hydrophobia.  Mephitio  Inoculation. — Dr.  G.  C.  Goddard, 
Texas,  reports  to  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  a  case  of  hydro- 
phobia in  a  child  of  eight  years,  caused  by  the  bite  of  a  skunk 
during  the  night.  The  animal  was  killed,  and  gave  off  its  pe- 
culiar odor  most  intensely.  It  is  a  popular  belief  that  the  bite 
of  a  skunk  will  not  cause  rabies  if  the  animal  furnishes  its 
mephitic  exhalation.  The  bitten  spot  was  excised,  the  wound 
healed  nicely,  and  the  child  did  well  till  some  ten  weeks  after, 
when  she  developed  hydrophobic  symptoms,  and  died  in  three 
days.  "The  characteristic  frothy  mucus  was  present  from  the 
first,  and  was  expelled  in  great  quantities.  Horror  of  water 
was  typical,  even  ice  produced  the  same  effect;  solid  food, 
medicine,  everything  offered  her  was  productive  of  the  same 
result" 


Salicylates  and  Alkalies  Compared. — ^We  last  month  show- 
ed the  dangerous  character  of  salicylic  acid  and  its  salts.  Their 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  has  become  exten- 
sive ;  but  Drs.  Finlay  and  Lucas  furnish  to  the  Louisville  Lan- 
cet an  analysis  of  158  cases  in  Hospital,  showing'  no  desirable 
outcome  in  their  use.  Amon^the  data  given  in  the  analysis 
are  the  following:  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  cases  treated  by  sali- 
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cylates  show  a  speedy  return  of  the  rheumatic  pain,  against  66 
per  cent,  of  those  treated  by  the  alkalies,  and  18  per  cent,  of 
the  alkaline  and  quinine  treatment  combined.  In  the  salicyl- 
ate cases,  relapses  occurred  in  26.6  per  cent.;  in  the  alkaline 
cases,  8.3  per  cent. ;  in  the  alkaline  and  quinine  cases,  7.8  per 
cent.  The  results  upon  the  heart,  where  the  evils  of  rheuma- 
tism are  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  were  very  decided.  Of  the 
cases  treated  by  the  salicylates,  11.6  per  cent,  developed  endo- 
carditis, or  pericarditis  under  treatment;  while  the  percentage 
in  the  alkaline  treatment  was  6.6,  and  in  the  combined  alka- 
line and  quinine  treatment,  13.1. 


Treatment  of  Barber's  Itch. — Dr.  Brame  advises  the  follow- 
ing treatment:  Shave  or  cutoff  the  hair  very  close.  Apply 
once  or  twice  a  week  an  ointment  made  of  10  parts  prepared 
chalk,  1  to  4  parts  coal  tar,  5  parts  glycerine,  50  parts  simple 
cerate.  Or  20  parts  of  linseed  oil  may  take  the  place  of  the 
glycerine  and  cerate. — La  Ruche  Fharm, 


Malaria  and  Leprosy. — In  a  letter  from  London  to  the  Louis- 
ville Medical  News^  Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell  says:  "My  medical 
brethren  at  home  are  not  quite  unaware  that  I  have  given 
some  thought  and  words  and  ink  to  the  subject  of  malaria. 
Indeed  some  thoughtless  persons  have  thought  it  a  hobby  of 
mine.  Well,  time  will  show  who  is  right.  Mr.  Erasmus  Wil- 
son,— one  of  the  wise  men  of  England,  who  has  more  brains 
than  any  other  living  dermatologist, — recognizes  the  serious 
importance  of  this  great  question.  He  tells  me  that  he  has 
become  firmly  convinced  that  leprosy,  the  most  loathsome,  aw- 
ful and  incurable  of  diseases,  is  due  entirely  to  the  malarial 
poison.  His  opportunities  have  been  very  great,  and  this 
statement  that  he  makes  is  most  significant.  I  have  seen  but 
five  cases  of  genuine  leprosy  and  two  cases  of  the  Italian  pel- 
lagra, which  is  allied  to  it ;  and  my  conclusions  are,  that  these 
diseases  are  developed  by  the  malarial  poison  of  a  virulent 
form  in  hot  climates,  in  persons  of  scrofulous  diathesis, — ^bad 
food,  bad  ventilation,  alcohol,  or  other  depressing  agents,  often 
assisting  in  the  production  of  the  disease." 


68  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette. 

A  Remedy  for  Diphtheria. — ^N.  Shishkin,  the  Russian  Minis- 
ter to  the  United  States,  has  given  a  Russian  remedy  for  diph- 
theria. It  is  the  "substitution"  preparation  of  sodium  and  ben- 
zoic acid,  given  in  syrup  with  aromatics.  A  formula  is :  Natr. 
benzoic  pur.  5.0  solv.  in  aq.  distillal,  aq.  menth.  piper,  aa  40.0, 
s^r.  cort.  aur.  10.0."  Children  from  one  to  three  years  may 
take  from  seven  to  eight  grammes  (about  5ij)  in  water  every 
one  or  two  hours.  The  effects  are  described  as  rapid  and  ex 
cellent.    We  query;  yet  give  it  as  a  piece  of  news. 


Corneal  Transplantation. — Elsewhere  we  publish  a  short 
account  of  a  case  of  corneal  transplantation  by  Dr.  Wolfe,  of 
Glasgow.  The  subject  is  one  of  extreme  interest  and  of  much 
pmctical  diflBculty  as  well  as  importance.  This,  we  believe,  is 
only  the  second  successful  case  on  record.  At  all  events,  the 
possibility  of  making  such  an  operation  a  success  constitutes  a 
distinct  and  important  advance  in  practical  ophthalmic  surgery. 
—  Times  and  Oazette. 


MEDICAL  SCOUNDRELS. 


It  is  a  fact  that  certain  so  called  American  universities  were 
latel}"*  in  the  habit  of  selling  degrees,  and  that  certain  ambitious 
and  not  overscrupulous  Englishmen  bought  various  scholastic 
titles  to  add  to  the  dignity  of  their  names.  We  supposed  the 
traiBc  had  been  stopped,  both  by  law  and  by  the  exposure, 
which  was  enough  to  show  the  absurdity  of  "honors"  thus  ob- 
tained. We  find,  however,  the  following  advertisement  in  a 
late  number  of  Galignani's  (Paris)  Messenger: 

Promotion  in  Absentia. — Qualified  surgeons,  chemists,  den- 
tists, oculists,  chiropodists,  clergymen,  and  professors  of  music 
and  arts,  aspiring  to  degrees  of  foreign  universities,  may  com- 
muniaate  with  Medicus,  34  King  street,  Jersey,  England,  who 
will  send ,  gratuitously,  instructions  how  to  proceed. 

The  conjunction  of  surgeons  and  clergymen  with  chiropodists 
reads  oddly  enough,  but  it  is  very  proper  in  regard  to  men  of 
any  profession  who  seek  distinction  through  scoundrels  like 
''Medicus." — Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette.  Dec.  14, 1879. 


Editorial   Department, 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


The  Illinois  Board  of  Health,  after  taking  legal  counsel  as 
to  its  right  to  decide  what  constituted  the  "good  standing"  of 
a  college,  adhered  to  its  action  respecting  the  diplomas  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati. 

— ^Prof.  H.  Olin,  M.  D.,  of  the  Chicago  Eclectic  College,  claims 
to  have  in  his  oflBce  a  human  heart  with  a  burdock  burr  im- 
bedded between  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery,  said  burr 
haying  found  its  way  there  during  life.  A  full-page  engraving 
of  it  is  given  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Times^  where  the  slender 
hooks  on  the  scales  of  the  burdock  stand  out  like  the  strong 
compound  spines  of  the  chestnut  burr.  Perhaps  the  artist  nev- 
er saw  a  burdock,  hence  this  remarkable  engraving  of  its  burr. 
Or  did  the  Professor's  pen  slip,  and  it  is  a  real  chestnut  burr 
that  he  found  in  that  human  heart?  The  case  is  as  wonderful 
as  that  of  the  woman  who  ate  peas  for  dinner,  and  her  babe 
passed  half  peas  by  its  bowels  two  hours  after,  having  nursed 
them  in  the  mother's  milk  1 

— A  Physio-Medical  Society  has  been  organized  in  Iowa,  with 
a  clear-cut  statement  of  principles.  Dr.  G.  W.  Scott,  of  Du- 
buque, is  President:  Dr.  M.  H.  Carey,  Bangor,  Secretary. 
— Men  differ.  One  writes  us  of  the  volume  on  Practice  just 
issued :  "I  guess  I  will  not  buy  it  till  the  second  edition  is 
published,  for  I  suppose  that  will  have  some  new  things  in  it 
that  are  not  in  the  first  edition." 

-^^  Physio-Medical  Society  has  been  formed  in  Michigan,  but 
we  have  lost  its  report.  If  every  State  would  organize,  and 
then  get  its  Society  legally  incorporated^  it  would  give  much 
strength  to  our  cause,  and  place  our  people  in  shape  to  make 
their  voices  heard  when  attempts  are  made  to  get  "class"  leg- 
islation. 
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— Dr.  Band,  of  Nebraska,  sent  the  National  Eclectic  Associa- 
tion $75.,  for  the  good  of  the  Society.  He  appreciates  the  ob- 
jects and  needs  of  a  Society,  and  his  example  deserves  fol- 
lowers. 

— ^The  Report  of  the  Illinois  Board  of  Health  gives  only  37 
Physio-Medical  practitioners  in  that  State,  while  there  are 
about  200.  Thus  163  of  them  got  scared,  fearing  that  the  bad 
deeds  and  worse  odor  of  somebody  would  sink  ;them  all ;  and 
they  concealed  themselves  among  the  347  whose  proclivities 
are  reported  as  "unknown."  It  was  a  bad  mistake.  It  com- 
pletely swamped  all  efforts  to  secure  Physio-Medical  represen- 
tation on  the  Board;  for  37  men  would  have  small  claim  to 
such  recognition,  while  200  would  have  commanded  attention. 
The  163  tied  the  hands  of  the  37.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
honorable  course  of  the  P.-M  Institute  in  giving  instruction 
and  granting  diplomas,  Physio-Medicalism  in  Illinois  would 
practically  have  been  "wiped  out"  by  the  Illinois  Board.  It 
is  not  the  first  time  that  the  folly  of  our  own  people  has 
brought  disaster  to  their  own  cause. 

— There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Physio-Med- 
ical Institute  in  the  college  hall  on  Tuesday,  March  2nd,  1880. 
Every  Alumnus  who  can  possibly  be  present,  is  invited  to  the 
meeting.  Our  Alma  Mater  has  been  tried  as  in  a  fiery  fur- 
nace, and  has  not  been  found  wanting  but  has  passed  that  trial 
unscathed  and  with  increasing  prosperity.  Her  sons  shoirtd 
gather  together  and  honor  her,  who  has  on  all  occasions  hon- 
ored them.  There  has  not  been  a  meeting  of  Alumni  for 
two  years,  and  we  should  now  have  a  meeting  that  will  not  be 
forgotten.  B.  A.  Wright,  President. 


Laycock.  Purdy. — Married,  Sunday,  August  31,  1879,  by 
Elder  John  Shockey,  M.  D.,  in  the  Christian  Church  at  Tay- 
lorsville,  O.,  Dr.  L.  C.  Laycock  (P.-M.  L,  1879)  to  Olive  B. 
Purdy,  the  beautiful  and  accomplished  daughter  of  Esquire 
Alexr.  Purdy,  of  the  above  place. 
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CANCER  AT  THE  CARDIA— A  CLINICAL  LECTURE 

BY  PROF.  W.  H.  COOK. 

REPORTED   BY   DR.   CHANNINO  L.   LAW. 


Ox  Novr.  17th,  1879,  Mr.  W.  came  before  the  class  of  the 
Phtsio-Medical  Institute  for  examination.  A  farmer,  age  60, 
a  little  below  average  stature,  bilious-nervous  temperament 
strongly  marked.  Accustomed  to  very  hard  work,  and  partic- 
ularly to  heavy  lifting  since  early  manhood ;  and  in  1842  suf 
fered  an  injury  to  his  back  from  a  log  roiling  on  him,  since 
which  he  has  had  some  weakness  of  the  back.  General  health 
always  good. 

He  seeks  advice  for  paroxysms  of  intense  suffering  in  the 
stomach.  They  began  about  15  months  ago.  He' at  that  time 
visiting  a  mill,  ate  freely  of  wheat,  which  was  not  all  masti- 
cated because  of  his  poor  teeth.  Thinks  he  ate  half  a  pint,  or 
more.  A  day  or  two  after  he  began  to  suffer  in  his  stomach 
with  pain  and.  crampings,  having  three  or  four  attacks  per  day, 
occasionally  escaping  for  a  day  or  two.  Occurred  most  fre- 
quently after  eating,  sometimes  came  on  during  the  night. 
Appetite  good;  has  never  had  any  indigestion,  no  matter  what 
foods  he  ate:  the  character  of  his  food  made  no  difference  with 
this  suffering,  even  milk  and  water  being  followed  by  the 
pain. 

These  sufferings  have  gradually  increased,  and  the  attacks 
are  now  much  prolonged.  For  some  months  past  it  has  been 
very  difficult  for  him  to  swallow.  The  food  passes  down  easily 
enough  to  the  lower  part  of  the  oesophagus,  and  then  stops. 
Nothing  but  thin  and^very  soft  articles  will  pass  into  the  stom- 
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ach,  and  these  only  in  very  small  quantities.  The  food  causes 
a  great  deal  of  suffering  at  the  place  where  it  lodges,  and 
there  is  much  and  constant  tenderness  at  the  cardia.  He  spits 
up  a  great  deal  of  tenacious  mucus,  and  sometimes  a  little 
food;  has  large  eructations,  which  he  thinks  are  the  wind 
swallowed  in  his  endeavors  to  get  food  into  the  stomach.  Has 
usually  been  a  rapid  and  heady  eater.  About  one  year  ago 
the  sense  of  constriction  began  rather  suddenly  on  his  swal- 
lowing a  piece  of  apple  larger  than  usual,  and  this  feeling  has 
increased  since  that  day.  The  paroxysms  of  suffering  had 
then  been  visiting  him  about  three  months,  but  the  feeling  of 
constriction  had  not  troubled  him  till  then,  and  has  very  stead- 
ily and  rapidly  jgrown  worse  since  that  occasion. 

The  paroxysms  of  suffering  always  begin  at  a  point  which 
he  locates  directly  over  the  cardia.  There  is  always  a  sense 
of  aching  there,  and  great  soreness.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  ly. 
ing  on  a  pallet  in  front  of  the  fire,  and  at  first  has  feelings 
of  chilliness  pass  over  him ;  and  as  these  leave  him  he  falls  in- 
to a  sleep. 

Some  dusky-brown  spots  are  found  on  the  left  cheek;  the 
largest,  greater  than  a  pea,  over  the  upper  and  nasal  portion 
of  the  malar  bone,  has  been  there  for  ten  years,  and  a  scale  has 
frequently  been  pulled  off  from  it.  On  the  right  cheek  bone 
is  a  spot  nearly  as  large  as  an  almond,  dusky  and  with  minute 
bran-like  scales  loosening  up. 

Having  ascertained  these  facts.  Prof.  Cook  remarked :  We 
have,  in  this  case,  two  prominent  features,  namely:  1st,  Gas- 
trodynia.  2nd,  Stricture  of  the  cesophagus.  The  nature  and 
source  of  each  demand  investigation,  ere  a  rational  diagnosis 
can  be  formed. 

Gastrodynia,  usually  such  a  frightful  form  of  suffering,  may 
have  its  origin  in  certain  forms  of  indigestion,  gastric  ulcer, 
the  implication  of  a  nerve  filament  in  the  cicatrix  of  a  lormer 
gastric  ulcer,  neuralgia,  obstruction  of  the  pylorus,  dilatation 
of  thd  stomach,  and  cancer.  These  are  its  principal  sources. 
In  this  gentleman's  case  there  has  always  been  good  digestion, 
and  no  real  indigestion  is  complained  of  now.  He  offers  none 
of  the  burning,  tenderness,  vomitings  and  emaciation  of  a  past 
ulcer  in  the  stomach,  and  hence  no  cicatricial  pinching  of  a 
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nerve  filament  can  be  suspected.  The  large  mealsj;  accumula- 
tions of  food,  and  profuse  vomitings  incident  to  dilatation,  are 
not  found  in  his  history ;  nor  is  there  any  soreness  or  other 
sjrmptom  at  the  pylorus  that  would  suggest  stricture  of  that 
passage.  These  several  possible  sources  of  gastrodynia  are 
thus  plainly  excluded  in  the  present  case. 

It  now  becomes  a  serious  question  whether  a  cancerous  tu- 
mor is  at  the  foundation  of  these  troubles.  That  a  tumor 
of  some  kind  exists  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  oesophagus,  is 
apparent  from  the  characters  accompanying  the  stricture  there. 
It  cannot  be  a  spasmodic  stricture ;  for  this  occurs  under  any 
circumstance  of  local  or  general  nervous  excitement,  causes 
sudden  and  quite  complete  closure  of  the  passage  for  the  time, 
is  of  brief  duration  and  comparatively  painless,  and  may  be 
absent  for  considerable  periods.  The  case  before  us  presents 
quite  an  opposite  clinical  history. 

Stricture  from  simple  stenosis,  furnishes  a  prior  history 
of  oesophageal  ulceration,  with  accompanying  soreness,  aching 
on  the  left  side  of  the  spine  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the 
site  of  the  ulcer,  tenderness  on  pressure  or  percussion  at  this 
point,  oppressed  feelings  without  acute  suffering  at  the  prse- 
cordia,  and  then  a  long  history  of  slowly  increasing  dysphagia 
with  quite  limited  suffering.  This  gentleman  has  a  painful 
place  to  the  left  of  the  spine ;  but  it  is  some  inches  higher  up 
than  the  evident  site  of  the  constriction,  is  at  the  edge  of  the 
scapula,  and  had  a  direct  cause  in  the  injury  received  long 
ago.  In  all  other  respects  his  history  is  unlike  that  of 
stricture  from  cicatricial  stenosis,  and  the  question  of  a  tumor 
remains. 

Were  a  tumor  located  without  the  oesophagus,  but  pressing 
upon  it,  it  would  give  pain  chiefly  at  the  moment  of  swallow- 
ing and  proportioned  to  the  dysphagia ;  but  this  pain  is  not  pro- 
portioned to  the  dysphagia,  and  occurs  in  greatest  force  after  a 
meal  has  been  completed.  A  tumor  of  non-malignant  character 
withifi  the  oesophagus  is  rarely  painful  till  the  constriction  has 
become  great. 

Oancer  at  the  cardiac  extremity  of  the  oesophagus,  and  ex- 
tending into  the  stomach,  will  furnish  the  symptoms  present  in 
the  case.  Gastrodynia  of  severe  character  is  one  of  the  features 
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of  a  cancer  so  situated,  the  suffering  becoming  the  more  in- 
tense as  the  gastric  walls  are  more  considerably  implicated,  yet 
the  digestive  process  remaining  comparatively  undisturbed  if 
,the  pylorus  and  the  body  of  the  organ  are  free  from  the  carcin- 
omatous deposits.  Cancer  of  the  scirrhous  class,  in  any  struc- 
ture, is  frequently  traced  to  a  blow  or  hard  pressure  at  that 
point, — as  often  observed  in  mammary  circmoma.  In  like 
manner  cancer  of  the  oesophagus  is  notably  found  to  date  its 
active  development  from  injuries  inflicted  by  swallowing  food 
in  too  large  masses.  Tanner,  in  his  Practice,  relates  some  cases 
where  persons  hastily  swallowing  large  pieces  of  food  began 
from  that  moment  to  suffer  distress  in  the  oesophagus,  and  this 
distress  continued  without  abatement  till  their  death  a  few 
months  later.  Ziemssen,  in  his  Cyclopaedia,  places  much 
stress  on  eating  hastily  and  swallowing  food  in  large  pieces  as 
provoking  causes  of  such  cancers,  and  quotes  instances  in  cases 
reported  by  Henoch  and  Deininger. 

The  gentleman  before  us  offers  a  history  of  hearty  and  rapid 
eating  through  much  of  his  life,  with  an  occasion  of  swallow- 
ing a  large  quantity  of  ill-masticated  wheats  from  which  his 
troubles  are  apparently  dated;  and  a  subsequent  occasion 
when  he  swallowed  a  large  piece  of  apple,  from  which  his 
troubles  became  fixed  and  greatly  increased.  His  sufferings 
are  of  the  lancinating,  agonizing  and  steadily  increasing  char- 
acter usual  in  cancer.  He  is  at  that  age  when  cancer  i^  most 
probable, — after  the  50th  year.  His  loss  of  flesh  has  been 
rapid,  more  so  than  is  common  to  stricture  alone.  The  cancer- 
ous cachexia  is  not  marked,  though  the  general  appearance  is 
in  the  line  of  the  sallow  earthiness  belonging  to  this  cachexia. 
An  open  malignant  ulcer  continuing  so  long  would  ordinarily 
give  a  greater  change  in  the  appearance ;  but  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  pus  in  the  ejections,  and  only  a  trifle  of  blood  at 
a  date  anterior  to  his  present  troubles,  hence  the  tumor  is 
probably  not  in  an  ulcerous  state.  These  bro,wn  spots  on  the 
face  are  strongly  suggestive  of  epithelioma,  for  they  probably 
never  appear  except  from  conditions  within  the  body  that  will 
sooner  or  later  develop  cancer  under  suitable  provoca- 
tion. 

From  such  consi  erations,  the  case  presents  strong  grounds 
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for  fearing  cancer  at  the  cardia  implicating  the  lower  e):d 
of  the  oesophagus,  perhaps  not  yet  ulcerative,  and  apparently 
not  implicating  adjacent  organs.  Such  cases  usually  termin 
ate  in  about  a  year,  sometimes  even  sooner.  Treatment  is 
of  no  avail,  except  as  such  articles  as  dioscorea  with  polygonum 
may  relieve  the  paroxysms.  The  use  of  dilating  boujies  would 
be  proper  and  effectual  in  stricture  from  simple  causes,  but 
would  merely  aggravate  the  suffering  and  hasten  death  in  a 
case  of  this  kind. 

Note. — ^This  gentleman  died  on  December  26th,  1879.  Au- 
topsy reveale  a  cancerous  growth  around  the  cardiac  orifice, 
extending  an  inch  or  more  within  the  stomach;  extending 
nearly  half  an  inch  into  the  oesophagus,  and  narrowing  this 
passage  to  the  diameter  of  a  very  small  straw.  The  remainder 
of  the  stomach  and  the  surrounding  organs  were  free  from 
signs  of  cancer.  The  deposit  was  scirrhus  and  had  not  ul- 
cerated. 


CASES  OP  EFFUSION  IN  THE  VENTRICLES. 

W.  T.  HOU8ER,  M.  D. 


C4ise  1. — Dec.  19th,  1876, 1  was  called  to  see  W.  H.  B.,  aged 
19,  nervous-sanguine  temperament  He  had  been  engaged  in 
labor  on  a  farm  some  months  previous ;  but  having  suffered 
Irom  an  attack  of  remitting  fever  in  October,  from  which  he 
had  never  entirely  recovered,  he  had  spent  moat  of  the  time 
since  in  study  preparatory  to  entering  school.  Hygienic  sur- 
roundings ordinarily  good;  but  he  had  dissipated  by  staying 
out  late  in  the  night  at  a  party  two  evenings  before  I  saw  him, 
by  which  he  thought  he  had  contracted  a  slight  cold. 

Found  him  sitting  up  by  the  fire,  able  to  move  about  the 
house  without  inconvenience,  aspect  natural  except  a  slight  di- 
lataton  of  the  pupils  which  gave  a  kind  of  vacant  expression  • 
the  skin,  pulse,  respiration  and  tongue  were  all  natural.  Ap- 
petite natural,  but  the  stomach  revolted  when  anything  was  in- 
troduced, without  any  previous  nausea.  No  unnatural  thirst, 
bowels  regular.  There  was  no  portal  congestion  or  other  symp- 
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toms  to  indicate  that  the  hepatic  apparatus  was  not  in  normal 
condition.  There  was  slight  tenderness  over  the  upper  part  of 
the  le£t  kidney,  but  no  puflBness  of  the  eyelids  or  other  symp- 
toms of  uraemic  poisoning. 

The  patient  referred  the  whole  trouble  to  the  stomach,  and 
said  if  we  could  just  quiet  that  organ  he  would  be  all  right  in 
a  few  days ;  but  we  failed  to  find  any  trouble  whatever  in  that 
organ.  Diagnosed  the  case  one  of  effusion  in  the  ventricles. 
Prognosis  rather  unfavorable. 

Treatment. — Fl.  Ext.  Asclepias  thiee  parts;  Fl.  Ext.  Zingi- 
ber one  part ;  Fl.  Ext.  Xanthoxylum  one-half  part :  a  half  tea- 
spoonful  in  warm  water  every  hour,  to  secure  a  gentle  perspi- 
ration, notwithstanding  he  would  often  vomit  the  medicine. 
For  the  kidneys  directed  Fl.  Ext.  Aralia  Hisp.  and  Epigea  Re- 
pens,  equal  parts ;  a  half  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  four 
hours.  Gave  powders  of  Scutellarin,  Xanthoxylin  and  Macrotin, 
alternating  with  the  diuretic.  Directed  a  bath  daily,  followed 
by  brisk  friction. 

20th,  Found  the  patient  much  the  same;  had  slept  during 
the  night ;  had  retained  a  small  amount  of  food  in  the  stomach ; 
said  he  felt  comfortable;  no  change  in  the  state  of  pupils;  gen- 
tly perspiring,  kidneys  acting  freely  and  tenderness  giving  way. 
Made  no  change  in  the  treatment. 

21st.  But  little  change  since  yesterday  except  that  the  stom- 
ach seems  less  inclined  to  revolt ;  pulse  accelerated  four  beats 
to  the  minute,  bowels  and  kidneys  acting  naturally ;  patient 
slightly  irritable  and  easily  vexed.  22nd,  23rd  and  24th,  there 
seemed  but  little  change,  except  the  pulse  becoming  more  ac- 
celerated and  growing  proportionately  smaller,  and  patient  in- 
clined te  drowsiness.  Dropped  the  asclepias  from  diaphoretic, 
and  added  equal  parts  Fl.  Ext.  Yerbascum  and  Caulophylum, 
to  be  taken  as  before.  Also  added  one  grain  of  Capsicum  to 
the  powder. 

25th,  Patient  slightly  delirious ;  stomach  which  had  been 
quiet,  is  more  irritable  and  will  not  retain  food.  By  my  request 
Dr.  L.  P.  Taylor  saw  the  case  with  me  on  the  26th.  He  con- 
firmed my  diagnosis,  and  his  prognosis  was  inevitable  death. 
The  pulse  by  this  time  had  risen  to  130  per  minute,  and  small 
involuntary  evacuations  from  the  bowels  and  bladder;  respira- 
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tion  did  not  riRe  in  proportion  to  the  pul6ey..but  was  interrupted 
bj  frequent  sighs,  and  towards  the  close  became  sturterous. 
Muttering  delirium  followed  for  a  time,  and  the  patient  picked 
at  the  bedclothes  and  imaginary  objects  in  the  air.  Delirium 
was  superceded  by  coma,  which  ended  in  death  on  the  third  of 
January  1877,  without  paralysis  or  convulsions. 

Case  2nd. — Dec.  22nd,  1878.  Boy  aged  six  years,  bilious- 
lymphatic  temperament,  constitution  and  general  health  have 
been  good  until  within  two  months,  at  which  time  he  suffered 
from  intermitting  fever,  of  which  he  has  had  occasional  re- 
turns. As  to  hereditary  predisposion  we  had  no  clue,  as  he 
had  been  an  inmate  of  an  infirmary  previous  to  his  adoption 
by  the  gentleman  with  whom  he  now  resides. 

The  first  the  family  noticed  wrong  with  the  patient,  was 
early  in  the  morning  on  going  to  wash  he  fell  in  the  snow  and 
lay  motionless,  making  no  attempt  to  rise.  On  being  helped 
up,  he  seemed  stupid  and  as  one  suffering  from  vertigo.  On 
being  placed  in  a  chair  at  the  table,  he  continued  to  fill  his 
month  with  food,  but  made  no  effort  at  mastication  or  degluti- 
tion. When  asked  if  he  was  suffering,  he  answered  promptly 
that  he  was  not.  There  was  nothing  unnatural  in  his  mode 
of  lying;  face  slightly  flushed,  pupils  slightly  dilated,  skin 
inclined  to  dryness,  pulse  slow  and  of  ordinary  volume,  respi- 
ration natural,  tongue  coated  with  a  whitish  coat,  bowels  ob- 
stinately constipated,  with  engorgement  of  the  portal  system 
so  common  in  malarial  troubles  of  this  locality,  kidneys  acting 
naturally,  lungs  in  healthy  condition. 

In  diagnosis  I  was  not  fully  satisfied,  and  feared  the  case  was 
one  of  effusion  in  the  ventricles,  but  thought  the  congested 
condition  of  the  hepatic  and  digestive  organs  might  account  for 
the  pressure  on  the  brain.    Prognosis  uncertain. 

Treatment — Directed  a  dose  of  antibilious  physic  to  unload 
the  bowels.  Asclepias  four  parts.  Zingiber  and  Xanthoxylum 
each  one  part.  Lobelia  herb  one-fourth  part ;  a  tablespoonrul  of 
the  mixture  in  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  a  tablespoonful  of  the 
infusion  to  be  given  every  half  hour  until  sweating  was  se- 
cured, then  to  continue  every  hour  to  keep  up  a  gentle  perspi- 
ration. Qave  a  powder  of  scutellarin,  Macrotin,  Caulophyllin, 
of  each  one  grain,    Oapsicvm  half  a  grain,  every  four  hours. 
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An  hepatic  of  Leptandrin,  Apocynin,  and  Hydrastin,  each  two 
grains,  Capsicum  one  grain  to  be  repeated  every  six  hours  after 
the  antibilious  physic  had  ceased  to  act. 

23rd.  Patient  has  slept  some  during  the  night,  perspiring 
gently;  bowels  have  moved  freely  and  the  hepatic  engorgement 
is  greatly  relieved;  kidneys  acting  naturally,  pupils  remain  the 
same,  pulse  eighty  to  the  minute,  moderately  full  and  soft.  He 
has  taken  some  nourishment  this  morning.  I  was  now  satisfied 
that  the  case  was  one  of  effusion.  On  the  24th,  25th,  and  56tli, 
the  changes  were  very  gradual.  The  pulse  rose  in  frequency 
though  remaining  the  same  in  volume  and  strength. 

27th.  Pulse  120,  small,  easily  compressible,  left  arm  and  leg 
lay  motionless,  while  those  of  the  right  were  in  constant  mo- 
tion; the  globe  of  the  right  eye  motionless,  pupil  does  not  re- 
spond to  light,  eyelid  not  entirely  paralyzed,  as  he  has  the 
power  to  open  it  when  closed ;  neither  have  the  left  arm  and 
leg  entirely  lost  the  power  of  motion,  as  he  is  able  to  lift  them 
to  their  accustomed  postion  when  taken  out  of  it.  He  can  be 
roused  to  consciousness,  anu  will  answer  direct  questions ;  takes 
food  when  given  to  him,  and  also  medicine.  28th,  and  29thi 
patient  becomes  more  comatose,  aroused  with  great  difficulty, 
motionless  side  inclined  to  be  rigid,  respiration  interrupted  by 
occasional  sighs,  frequency  not  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
pulse,  does  not  become  stertorous. 

30th,  31st,  rigidity  of  motionless  side  giving  way,  no  si«rns 
of  motion  in  either  limbs  or  eyelid;  patient  lingers  until  Jan. 
3d.  and  dies  withovt  a  struggle.  There  were  no  signs  of  con- 
vulsions except  the  rigidity,  which  was  present  in  the  motion- 
less side  on  the  28th,  and  29th,  but  did  not  afiect  the  muscles 
which  had  the  power  of  motion. 


A  CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC  PERITONITIS. 

W.  p.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


During  the  forenoon  of  October  10th,  1879, 1  was  summoned 

to  visit  A.  H.,  some  sixteen  miles  distant  from  Galesburg. 

n  arrival  I  found  a  boy  about  thirteen  years  old ;  mental- 
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vital  temperament;  of  healthy  Swedish  parentage;  had  never 
been  robust  in  health,  but  had  not  at  any  time  in  his  previous 
life  suffered  from  dangerous  illness;  medium  in  height  and 
rather  spare.  His  mental  attainments  were  found  to  be  good  ; 
digestion  and  appetite  fair ;  the  action  of  the  glandular  struc- 
tures was  very  good  in  health,  but  was  at  that  time  exceeding- 
ly sluggish  on  account  of  the  treatment  (allopathic)  that  he 
had  been  on  for  some  time  previously. 

A  history  of  the  case  revealed  the  following  facts :  About 
two  weeks  previously  to  the  day  I  first  saw  him,  he  had  climb-- 
ed  up  into  a  tree  to  shake  down  hickory-nuts,  and  during  the 
violent  exertions  he  made,  lost  balance,  and  was  precipitated 
through  the  branches,  striking  them  as  he  fell,  and  finally  be- 
ing able  to  catch  one  of  them  with  his  left  hand  and  place  his 
feet  on  a  lower  one  in  such  a  manner  as  to  stop  himself  before 
reaching  the  ground.  He  swung  there  but  a  few  seconds  be- 
fore he  managed  to  get  full  control  of  his  situation,  and  then 
he  descended.  He  soon  realized  that  the  wrench  to  the  left 
shoulder  was  very  great ;  that  the  abdominal  walls  were  very 
tender,  probably  jointly  from  the  strain  of  the  fall,  and  some 
bruising  by  striking  against  the  branches  in  his  rapid  de- 
scent. He  could  not  tell  definitely  about  the  latter.  It  waS 
soon  found,  also,  that  the  right  foot  was  severely  injured.  He 
managed  to  drag  about  for  a  few  days,  but  was  then  compelled 
to  take  to  the  bed. 

Dr.  S..  allopathist,  was  sent  for  some  six  days  after  this  inju- 
ry ;  and  as  distinct  febrile  symptoms  had  by  this  time  devel- 
oped themselves,  he  pronounced  the  case  one  of  typhoid  fever- 
The  pain  of  the  shoulder,  foot,  and  in  the  abdominal  region, 
and  tenderness  of  the  abdominal  walls,  made  the  parents  think 
that  th^  fall  was  the  prominent  cause,  but  the  doctor  decided 
not-  He  was  placed  upon  treatment,  and  the  parents  were  ad- 
vised that  they  might  look  for  certain  well-known  symptoms 
of  typhoid  fever  to  develop  in  a  short  time ;  as  for  instance :  he 
(the  doctor)  would  not  dare  give  the  boy  cathartics  for  the 
reason  that  this  fever  was  sure  to  be  either  preceded  and 
accompanied  by  looseness  of  the  bowels,  or  as  that  was  still 
absent  in  this  case,  it  would  soon  show  itself. 

This  course  of  treatment  (the  particular  remedies  used  I 
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have  had  no  means  of  ascertaining)  was  continued  for  one 
whole  week;  the  bowels  remained  persistently  costive;  the 
kidneys  inclined  to  become  sluggish ;  the  fever  did  not  abate ; 
the  appetite  became  poor;  the  pain  was  not  inclined  to  sub- 
side ;  the  injured  foot  became  more  painful  and  swelled  up  to 
twice  its  usual  size ;  so  that,  altogether,  the  patient  was  slowly 
growing  worse,  and  the  parents  grew  alarmed  for  his  life.  In 
just  one  week  from  the  day  he  was  first  called,  Dr.  S.  decided 
he  was  mistaken  about  the  case  being  one  of  typhoid  fever, 
and  in  view  of  the  circumstances  and  conditions  now  an- 
nounced it  as  rheumatic  fever,  and  he  was  placed  upon  tieat- 
ment  in  accordance  therewith ;  a  cathartic  was  now  given,  and 
the  body  of  the  medicament  was  salicylic  acid.  Confidence 
was  not  increased  in  his  judgment  by  this  change  of  diagnosis) 
and  I  was  sent  for,  as  above  stated,  the  next  day.        "^ 

On  arrival  I  found  the  following  symptoms:  Anxious  coun- 
tenance ;  eyes  wild,  pupils  dilated,  and  the  balls  a  little  glassy ; 
some  hemicrania,  increased  by  noise;  moderate  intolerance 
of  light;  great  restlessness  and  almost  constant  moaning;  de- 
cided insomnia,  with  slight  delirium  when  he  did  fall  asleep  > 
but  he  would  answer  a  question  promptly  and  intelligently. 
The  restlessness  was  so  great  that  he  could  not  lie  long  in  any 
one  position,  but  still  the  back  was  the  only  part  that  was 
bearable ;  the  pain  was  much  increased  upon  attempts  to  lie 
on  either  side.  The  limbs  were  drawn  upward  so  as  to  relax 
the  muscular  structures  and  relieve  the  tender  abdominal 
walls ;  there  was  a  well  marked  tendency  to  subsultus  ten- 
einium. 

The  skin  was  alternately  moist  and  dry,  the  thermal  condi- 
tion varying  from  98**  to  102°,  the  alternations  occurring  ev- 
ery hour  or  two,  but  perspiration  was  at  no  time  profuse,  nor 
was  calor  mordax  marked  at  all ;  however,  there  was  the  dark 
angry  red  appearance  of  capillary  sluggishness.  The  pulse 
ranged  at  about  110,  irregular,  giving  little  resistance  to 
pressure,  and  decidedly  lacking  in  volume.  The  respiratiens 
were  variable,  not  very  full,  about  twenty  five  per  minute,  and 
a  trifle  stertorous.  The  head  ached  a  little;  the  tongue  was 
darkly  coated  in  the  center,  whitish  around  the  edges,  swollen, 
and  quite  tremulous  on  protrusion ;  the  bowels  and  abdominal 
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walls  were  tender  on  pressure,  resonant  on  percuRsion,  moder- 
ately hot,  bloated.  The  urine  was  nearly  normal,  but  showed 
a  biliary  deposit  on  standing  a  short  time,  and  hardly  abun- 
dant enough.  The  bowels  had  discharged  quite  a  quantity 
of  hard  masses  of  feces  as  a  result  of  the  cathartic  the  doctor 
had  given  the  day  before.  The  injured  shoulder  was  very 
painful  but  not  swollen,  and  the  arm  quite  useless.  The  foot 
was  much  swollen,  especially  about  the  great  toe,  extremely 
painful,  and  palpation  seemed  to  indicate  the  existence  of  pus 
there.  The  entire  nervous  system  gave  unmistakable  evidence 
of  undue  excitement  without  power. 

Treatment:  Pulvis  Pterospera  And.,  5  ss.;  Pulvis  Asclepias 
Tub.,  3j;  Pulvis  Xanthoxylum  Frax.,  Sss-;  Pulvis  Oapsici 
3  ss. ;  Triturated  Dioscorein,  3  j  ;  Aqua  Bullens,  S  xij.  M.  Sig.: 
One  to  two  lablespoonfuls  every  hour.  Hops  well  saturated 
with  hot  vinegar  were  laid  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and  a 
woolen  cloth  wrapped  over  the  top  to  hold  them  in  situ  and 
prevent  soiling  of  the  clothes,  and  I  directed  that  it  be  moist- 
ened with  the  vinegar  as  often  as  it  became  dry.  The  domes- 
tic poultice  that  had  been  used  on  the  foot  was  con- 
tinued. 

I  visited  the  patient  the  next  day,  and  found  much  less  pain 
and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  less  restlessness  and  moan- 
ing; pulse  100,  more  regular  and  greater  firmness  on  pressure; 
pupils  less  dilated;  urine  more  free;  skin  moist  and  not  so 
variable  in  temperature;  the  abdominal  walls  not.  so  tense. 
I  now  added  to  the  abone  treatment:  Leftandrin,  gr.  iss. 9 
Pulv.  Capsici,  gr.  ss.,  every  four  hours,  as  the  bowels  had  not 
moved  yet  since  the  commencement  of  my  plan  of  treatment. 
I  also  had  the  abdomen  and  the  painful  shoulder  bathed  every 
four  hours  with  the  following  liniment:  Fid.  Ext.  Verbascum 
T.  S  iij ;  Tincture  Capsicum,  5  j. 

On  the  third  visit  I  found  very  distinct  amendment  of  all 
the  symptoms.  The  bowels  had  moved  once  and  considerable 
tarry  material  passed  therewith.  The  tongue  had  now  com- 
menced to  clean  off;  the  pulse  was  at  90;  the  skin  was  warm 
and  moist,  and  its  temperature  was  normal.  I  forgot  to  men- 
tion that  I  used  the  bistoury  on  the  second  visit  and  evacuated 
about  one  gill  of  pus  mixed  with  extravasated  dark  blood 
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from  the  injured  foot  The  above  liniment  was  also  used 
around  the  incision  thus  made.  On  this  third  day  directed 
one  hepatic  powder — same  as  the  above  with  a  half  grain  of 
sulphate  cinchonia  added  to  it, — ^to  be  given  every  eight  hours« 
The  other  treatment,  same  as  before,  to  be  maintained. 

On  the  fourth  day  my  patient  was  much  better;  had  a  littlo 
appetite ;  almost  no  pain  in  the  abdomen  on  pressure ;  bowel3 
and  kidneys  working  well ;  had  slept  quite  well  for  the  past 
two  nights ;  restlessness  gone ;  pulse  eighty-five,  of  good  vol- 
ume, and  quite  regular.  The  respirations  were  now  normal; 
subsultus  was  gone;  and  the  countenance  was  natural  and 
smiling.  I  now  dropped  the  pterospera  and  capsici  altogether, 
diminished  the  asclepias  one-half,  and  added  in  their  stead 
a  half  drachm  each  triturated  phosphate  hydrastia — one  part 
in  six  of  sugar  of  milk — and  ferri  et  potassa  tartras,  in  the 
above  infusion,  and  directed  one  tablespoonful  to  be  given 
every  two  hours  through  the  day,  and  the  same  dose  once  cr 
twice  during  each  night.  The  hepatics  and  liniment  as  they 
were  needed. 

I  also  directed  a  light  but  nouiishing  diet,  largely  broths, 
toasts,  tea  and  the  like,  as  the  patient  was  getting  a  good  ap- 
petite. Advised  the  utmost  care  to  prevent  taking  cold,  as  the 
weather  had  suddenly  grown  colder.  The  parents  were  directed 
to  observe  great  circumspection  in  permitting  him  to  sit  ux>  as 
he  was  inclined  to  do. 

I  visited  the  case  two  or  three  times  after  this;  no  relapse 
occurred;  the  same  treatment,  in  the  main,  was  continued,  and 
my  patient  is  now  able  to  thank  physio-medicalism  for  his  life* 


•o- 


THE  ALKALOID  OF  BAPTISIA  TINCTORIA. 


In  a  paper  read  before  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy, 
and  published  in  the  Amer.  Journal  of  Pharmacy  ^  Dr  I,  V. 
Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  again  takes  up  the  subject  of  the  disputed 
existence  of  an  alkaloid  in  the  wild  indigo  root.  After  dieens- 
sing  the  results  obtained  by  other  experimenters,  he  proves 
conclusively  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  of  the 
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fiubstances  heretofore  isolate  d,  baptisia  tinctoria  does  not  con- 
tain an  alkaloid.  Singularly  enough  the  new  principle  is  insol. 
able  in  benzole,  benzine,  and  chloroform,  but  soluble  in  water, 
alcohol  and  ether.  Its  behaviour  with  chemical  reagents  other- 
wise leaves  no  doubt  as  to  its  alkaloidal  nature. 

The  process  employed  for  extracting  and  purifying  the  alka. 
loid  presents  certain  interesting  features  not  generally  met 
with  in  similar  manipulations.   The  writer  describes  as  follows : 

Eight  Troy  ounces  tiio  of  powdered  root  of  baptisia  tinctoria 
were  exhausted  by  percolation  with  cold  water  and  the  filtered 
percolate  evaporated  to  dryness  with  calcined  magnesia.  The 
dried  mass  was  extracted  with  95  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  this  sol- 
ution evaporated  to  a  small  bulk.  Distilled  water  was  addec! 
in  large  quantity,  and  the  liquid  filtered  to  remove  deposited 
to  remove  deposited  resin.  A  solution  of  tannic  acid  was  then 
added  to  the  clear  filtrate  as  long  as  a  precipitate  was  formed, 
when  the  precipitated  tannate  had  subsided  it  was  transformed 
to  a  filter  washed  with  distilled  warer,  and,  while  still  moist, 
removed  to  a  mortar,  intimately  mixed  with  finely  pulverized 
oxide  of  lead,  and  the  mass  thoroughly  dried  in  a  capsule,  after 
which  it  was  extracted  with  ether.  On  evaporating]  the  ether 
there  remained  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  yellowish,  semi- 
transparent,  gummy  mass  that  had  been  obtained  in  a  former 
experiment  with  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  drug.  A  small  por- 
tion of  this  mass,  ignited  on  platinum  foil,  left  no  inorganic 
residue. 

In  order  to  separate  the  a  kaloid  from  the  foreign  matter  con- 
tained in  this  mass,  it  was  determined  to  resort  to  the  use  of 
oleic  acid,  in  the  manner  lately  recommended  by  L.  Wolif.  A 
small  quantity  of  the  acid  was  added  to  the  mass  contained  in 
the  capsule,  the  contents  heated  over  a  water  bath,  the  oleic 
acid,  containing  the  alkaloid  in  the  form  of  an  oleate,  poured 
o£r,  and  benzine,  which  dissolves  both  the  acid  and  the  oleate, 
added  to  it  The  benzine  solution  was  then  agitated  with  dis- 
tilled water  slightly  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and,  af- 
ter the  complete  separation  of  the  two  liquids,  the  aqeous  solu- 
tion was  drawn  off".  After  concentrating  this  solution  it  was 
placed  aside  to  crystallize,  and  in  a  few  days  acicular  crystals 
were  formed.    The  amount  of  chloride  obtained  in  this  manner 
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proved  merely  sufScient  to  establish  that  this  alkaloid  is  soluble 
in  ammonia,  and  to  determine  its  character  by  the  precipitates 
afforded  by  it  with  the  usual  reagents  for  this  class  of  substances . 
Lastly,  about  two  troy  ounces  of  the  finely  powdered  root 
were  thoroughly  moistened  with  a  solution  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  the  mass  placed  in  a  porcelain  capsule^  heated  to  dryness 
on  a  water  bath,  then  powdered,  transferred  to  a  small  percola- 
tor, and  extracted  with  ether.  After  evaporating  the  ether 
from  the  percolate,  which  was  of  a  light  yellow  color,  distilled 
water  was  added  to  the  residue,  and  the  liquid  filtered  to  sepa- 
rate a  yellowish-white  resin  that  had  subsided.  This  aqueous 
solution  of  the  alkaloid,  which  was  still  of  a  pale  yellow  color, 
was  then  concentrated,  carefully  neutralized  with  very  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  repeatedly  agitated  with  successive  portions 
of  ether  as  long  as  this  menstrum  removed  any  coloring  matter, 
and  then  placed  aside,  when,  after  a  few  days,  it  yielded  crys- 
tals, some  of  which  presented  the  form  of  perfect  octahedra. 


A  CASE  OF  ACUTE  PNEUMONIA. 

W.  H.  COOK,  M.  D. 


Mrs.  M.,  aged  73,  nervous-sanguine  temperament,  a  remark- 
ably active  and  vigorous  lady,  of  nearly  uninterrupted  health 
through  all  her  life.  Was  taken  with  severe  shivering  at  11 
p.  M.,  Jany.  8th,  suffering  thus  for  nearly  two  hours,  after  which 
came  reaction  and  sharp  fever.  She  was  unwilling  to  disturb 
the  /amily,  and  passed  the  night  in  this  way.  I  saw  her  at  9 
A.  M.  Face  somewhat  flushed;  skin  very  hot  to  the  hand;  pulse 
118,  fair  size,  firm,  an  occasional  beat  weakened;  respiration 
23 ,  tODgue  heavily  coated,  yellowish-white,  inclined  to  dry- 
ness. She  complained  of  much  aching  and  soreness  over  the 
entire  frame,  especially  about  the  cliest;  and  had  a  severe  and 
deep  pain  in  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  which  was  much 
increased  by  intercostal  pressure.  Costal  movements  during 
inspiration  were  much  restricted  on  the  right  side,  and  percus- 
sion elicited  a  dull  sound  in  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right 
lung. 
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Evidently  the  case  was  one  of  acute  lobar  pneamonia,  unu- 
sually severe,  pi-obably  involving  the  pleura.  Occurring  in  a 
person  of  that  age,  and  having  ten  hours  run  without  medida- 
tion,  caused  decided  apprehensions. 

Treatment. — No  fire  had  been  built  in  the  room  this  season, 
fair  warmth  being  obtained  from  the  hall  which  was  heated 
by  a  stove  on  the  first  floor,  but  the  walls  being  cold  and  a 
little  damp,  a  fire  in  the  grate  was  at  once  prepared. 

^.        Tinct.  Serpentaria,  5  ij 

Fid.  Ext.  Asclepias,  5  v 

Tinct.  Xanthox.,  5  j 

Syr.  Zingiberis,  g  iij 

M.  Sig:  A  teaspoonful  every  hour.  Applied  over  the 
left  chest  a  liniment  of  two  parts  each  tinct.  lobelia  and  fid. 
ext  verbascum,  and  one  part  tinct.  capsicum;  to  be  repeated 
every  two  hours,  followed  each  time  by  a  mustard  leaf  till  the 
latter  began  to  produce  slight  smarting. 

Found  the  patient  much  the  same  in  the  evening,  with  the 
addition  of  a  very  slight  cough.  The  outward  appliances  had 
procured  very  little  smarting.  Continued  the  same  treat- 
ment, directing  an  enema  of  salt  and  water  to  move  the 
bowels. 

10th,  A.  M.  Pulse  123,  respirations  27,  pain  in  the  chest 
very  severe,  patient  restless  and  had  slept  none  last  night, 
cough  slightly  increased,  temperature  104.5.  The  enema  had 
procured  a  slight  evacuation,  no  food  taken  since  the  evening 
of  the  8th.  Directed  a  more  stimulating  liniment  of  ess.  ori- 
ganum Sij)  6SS.  cajeput  and  tinct.  capsicum,  each  5j:  applied 
liberally  every  two  hours,  and  ioUowed  by  a  double  layer  of 
hot  flannel.     Other  treatment  continued  as  before. 

At  5  p.  M.  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste.  Found  the  lady 
had  had  three  "sinking  spells."  These  began  with  a  smoth- 
ered sensation  referred  to  the  right  chest,  and  extending  up 
ward  till  it  seemed  impossible  to  breathe.  Doors  and  windows 
had  to  be  opened,  she  gasped  and  struggled  for  air,  and  every- 
thing became  dark  before  her.  This  lasted  but  a  few  mo- 
ments, the  three  attacks  occurring  within  an  hour.  Found  the 
pulse  115,  fair  size,  moderately  firm,  the  wave  passing  under 
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the  finger  with  a  slightly  jerking  movement,  and  a  beat  lost 
at  irregular  periods, — as  the  3rd,  5th,  9th,  or  13th  pulsation. 
Respirations  30,  shallow ;  pain  in  the  side  very  severe ;  counte- 
nance ansious.  Auscultation  and  percussion  revealed  an  ad- 
vance of  pneumonic  infiltration  to  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right 
lung.  This  had  probably  occurred  at  or  before  the  onset  of  the 
smothering  sensations. 

With  such  area  of  pulmonary  obstruction,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  sustain  the  laboring  heart  and  oppressed  nervous  sys- 
tem. To  this  end  I  gave  at  once  a  powder  of  one  grain  each 
caulophyllin,  hydrastia  phosphate  and  capsicum;  and  had  the 
same  repeated  every  two  hours  during  the  night  Used  the  last 
Imiment  every  two  hours;  and  gave  the  following  prescription : 

^.        Fid.  Ext.  Dioscorea, 

Tinct.  Xanthoxylum,   . 
Tinct.  i^erpentaria,  aa  5  ij 

Fid.  Ext.  Asclepias,  5  y 

Syr.  Zingiber,  S  ij  3  vj 

M.  Sig:  A  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

11th,  A.  M.  Patient  slept  none  last  night,  but  had  no  more 
of  the  smothering  sensations.  Pulse  110,  less  labored  than  it 
was  last  evening,  losing  about  every  20th  beat.  Respirations 
27,  skin  moist  for  the  first  time,  cough  frequent  and  small; 
sputum  scanty,  very  tenacious  and  slightly  rusty;  pain  slight- 
ly better;  tongue  more  moist.  She  took  a  little  milk  early  in 
the  morning.  Directed  a  powder  every  three  hours;  a  dose 
of  the  drops  at  each  of  the  two  hours  between  the  powders ; 
th^  liniment  every  three  hours.  Much  the  same  conditions 
pertained  at  the  evening  visit,  and  the  same  treatment  was 
continued  for  the  night.  Small  qauntities  of  milk  had  been 
used  three  times  during  the  day,  and  the  bowels  moved  nat- 
urally in  the  evening. 

12th.  Patient  slept  pretty  well  during  the  night,  and  per- 
spired rather  freely.  Pulse*  96,  full  regular,  softeinng;  respi- 
rations 22 ;  cough  annoying  but  not  severe,  with  slight^  rusty 
sputum;  pain] limited  to  a  narrow  area  below  the  breast;  area 
of  dullness  the  same.    Tongue  inclined  to  clear;  she  took  some 
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chicken  broth  for  a  breakfast  Continued  the  drops  and  lini? 
ment  as  before.  Directed  powders  of  caulophyllin  one  grain, 
hydrastia  and  capsicum  each  one-half  grain,  every  third  hour. 

The  same  general  conditions  continud  through  the  13th  and 
14th,  with  gradual  improvement;  and  the  same  course  of  treat- 
ment was  pursued.  By  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  tongue 
had  pretty  much  cleared,  appetite  fair  but  easily  satisfied^ 
bowels  moving  each  day.  Pulse  90,  respirations  20,  side  very 
painful  oyer  an  area  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  lung  clear- 
ing ap  and  middle  lobe  decidedly  gaining  in  percussion  reso- 
nance. Cough  not  so  annoying,  and  sputum  merely  nominal. 
Very  free  perspiration  during  sleep  last  night.  Prescribed  fl. 
ext.  dioscorea  and  aralia  racemosa,  3ij;  A-  ^^t.  polygonum 
and  tinct  serpentaria,  each  3j  ;  syrup  Siij  3ij  :  &  teaspoonful 
every  hour;  alternated  every  third  hour  with  a  powder  of  caulo- 
phyllin one  grain,  hydrastia  half  a  grain.  The  previous  liniment 
every  four  hours. 

From  this  date  the  recovery  was  steady  and  rapid,  presenting 
no  features  of  special  importance,  though  the  local  area  of  pain 
continued  troublesome  for  about  two  weeks.  From  such  un- 
promising conditions  at  the  onset,  with  subsequent  alarming 
symptoms  when  the  engorgement  advanced  to  the  middle  lobe, 
the  outcome  was  most  happy.  I  attribute  this  in  a  large  meas- 
ure to  the  firmly  stimulating  course  adopted  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  10th.  By  such  vigorous  sustentation  of  the  heart  and 
nervous  system,  the  pulmonary  circulation  was  prevented  from 
settling  into  the  stasis  of  hepatization,  and  which  would  prob- 
ably have  terminated  fatally.  In  the  timely  use  of  capsicum 
and  hydrastis,  I  have  repeatedly  seen  such  stasis  either  pre- 
vented or  greatly  controlled  in  pneumonia. 


INTESTINAL  DYSPEPSIA. 


My  attention  has  been  frequently  called,  the  past  few  years, 
to  this  form  of  disease,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  on  the  in- 
crease, especially  among  children,  and  very  rapidly.  Oar  com«^ 
men  form  of  dyspepsia,  so  prevalent  in  this  country,  is  very 
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often  taken  for  the  disease  in  question.  Hence  when  we  fail 
in  making  a  proper  diagnosis,  we  shall  also  fail  in  giving  the 
proper  treatment  to  cure  our  patient.  Before  we  can  treat  this 
disease  successfully  we  must  thoroughly  comprehend  the  phys- 
iological law  of  intestinal  digestion.  Dr.  Busch,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Bonn,  has  given  us  much  light  on  this  subject.  He  says : 
"A  woman,  thirty-one  years  of  age,  from  injuries,  had  fistulous 
openings,  completely  separating  the  stomach,  duodenum,  and 
a  short  fragment  of  the  jejunum,  from  the  intestine  below,  the 
upper  portion  of  the  jejunum  being  torn  in  two.  Not  the  least 
communication  existed  between  the  two  portions,  and  the  con- 
tents of' the  stomach  and  duodenum,  with  the  gastric,  pancre- 
atic and  biliary  secretions  were  discharged  without  admixture 
with  the  secretions  from  the  intestines  below.  The  main  ob- 
ject at  first  was  to  arrest  the  marasmus,  by  furnishing  to  the 
system  a  supply  of  nutritious  material,  it  being  evident  that  no 
matter  how  much  was  taken  into  the  stomach,  the  exhaustion 
still  increased.  At  first  protein  subjects  were  injected  into  the 
lower  opening,  alternately  with  amylaceous,  and  subsequently 
eggs  and  meats  were  stufi<ed  in  with  the  finger.  The  result  was 
most  surprising;  the  muscles  manifested  more  tone,  the  features 
lost  their  death-like  expression,  the  eyes  became  bright,  tlie 
voice  returned,  and  the  patient  could  sit  up  in  the  erect  posi- 
tion. 

^^We  have  indisputable  evidence  that  the  small  intestines,  as 
well  as  the  large  ones,  do  possess  the  power  of  digestion  in  a 
marked  degree,  far  exceeding  that  of  the  stomach  and  duode- 
num, which,  with  the  associate  glands,  have  hitherto  received 
the  credit.  The  entire  juice  was  found  to  be  secreted  in  small 
quantity." 

I  have  taken  the  above  quotation  to  prove  the  great  impor- 
tance of  intestinal  digestion.  Ohylification  takes  place  in  the 
small  intestines,  and  the  mucous  membrane  i  characterized  by 
villi,  follicles  of  Lieberkuhn,  Brunner's  glands,  Peyer^s  glands 
and  solitary  glands,  all  of  which  require  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  its  physiological  law.  The  enteric  juice  is  constantly  secre- 
ted while  food  is  in  the  intestines.  This  may  be  in  excess,  de- 
fect, or  perverted  ;  in  either  case,  if  continued  some  length  of 
time,  some  form  of  intestinal  dyspepsia  is  the  result. 
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Bat  in  addition  to  the  pathological  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  small  intestines,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
physiological  law  of  the  great  sympathetic  nerve;  especially 
the  solar  plexua.  Sometimes  we  find  these  plexes  either  in  ex- 
cess or  defective  in  innervation.  Dr.  Dalton  says,  "the  mutual 
action  of  the  digestive,  urinary,  and  internal  generative  organs 
opon  each  other,  takes  place  through  the  medium  of  the  sym- 
pathetic ganglia  and  other  nerves."  Thus  we  study  the  true 
character  of  each  individual  case.  When  the  enteric  juice  is 
defective,  the  train  of  symptoms  particularly  noticed  is  a  cos- 
tive habit,  pains  around  the  umbilicus,  especially  two  or  three 
hours  after  eating,  slight  pains  in  the  back,  occasionally  dull 
headache,  appetite  indifferent,  sometimes  voracious,  at  others 
wanting,  sickness  at  the  stomach,  nervousness,  insomnia,  fret- 
fulness,  loss  of  strength  and  flesh. 

Now  when  the  enteric  juice  becomes  excessive,  diarrhea  en- 
sues, and  if  it  continues,  food  will  pass  through  the  bowels  par- 
tially digested,  and  emaciation  ensues.  But  when  the  secre- 
tions are  perverted,  costiveness  and  diarrhea  will  alternate, 
with  a  long  train  of  nervous  symptoms.  If  the  disease  is  not 
arrested,  the  patient  will  pass  from  bad  to  worse  untit  some 
other  organic  disease  sets  in. 

The  treatment  necessanly  must  be  adapted  to  each  individu- 
al case.  "When  the  bowels  are  costive,  1  have  found  nothing 
better  than  the  fluid  extract  of  rhamnus  purshiana,  in  proper 
doses,  to  regulate  the  bowels,  and  continue  using  it  as  long  as 
it  is  necessary.  At  the  same  time  I  prescribe  five  grains  of 
lactopeptine,  three  times  a  day,  half  an  hour  after  meals.  If 
the  tongue  is  coated  white,  broad  and  pallid  indicating  a  su- 
perabundance of  acid  in  the  system,  I  usually  give  five  grains 
of  sulphite  of  soda  in  warm  water,  three  times  a  day,  to  neu- 
tralize the  acid.  If  diarrhea  is  the  prominent  symptom,  I  give 
sulphate  of  quinia  with  the  lactopeptine  ;  the  sulphate  of  quinia 
exercises  a  marked"  influence  over  the  sympathetic  nerve. 

The  diet  must  be  prescribed  by  the  physician ;  bathing  twice 
a  week  in  warm  alkaline  water  is  an  excellent  adjuvant.  In 
the  migority  of  cases  the  physician  is  not  called  upon  until  the 
disease  has  existed  for  three  or  six  months,  when  we  usually 
find  the  patient  emaciated,  with  general  debility ;  in  such  a 
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case,  in  addition  to  the  above  treatment,  I  prescribe  maltine  in 
proper  doses ;  and  if  the  red  corpuscles  are  deficient,  there  is 
nothing  better  than  dialyzed  iron. — J.  A,  Henning^  M,  2?.,  in 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
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Inversion  in  a  Girl. — Dr.  R.  W.  Nelson  reports  a  case  (  Va. 
Med.  Jour,  for  Jany.)  of  a  colored  girl,  aged  IS,  in  whom  the 
uterus  was  inverted  and  protruded  beyond  the  vulva.  "The 
uterus  projected  so  far  that  the  vagina  formed  only  a  shallow 
sulcus,  just  within  the  labia  minora.  The  inversion  was  com- 
plete, except  for  a  shallow  pit  at  the  fundus,  which  was  less 
than  half  an  inch  deep.''  The  girl  had  never  been  pregnant, 
had  no  polypus,  and  had  always  been  regular.  The  time  and 
cause  of  the  inversion  could  not  be  ascertained.  It  was  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  those  peculiar  cases  "beginning  at  the 
cervix — this  part  undergoing  eversion  as  in  prolapsus,  and 
thus  going  on  to  complete  eversion  of  the  entire  organ.''  It 
was  restored  without  difficulty. 


Case  of  Prolonqbd  Gestation. — ^Mrs.  D.,  aged  thirty-four, 
married,  and  mother  of  four  children.  Menstruated  on  the 
28th  day  of  August,  1875 ;  had  connection  with  her  husband 
second  day  thereafter ;  symptoms  of  pregnancy  (morning  sick- 
ness) manifesting  themselves  within  ten  days,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  she  was  enciente.  Quickening  took  place  at  four 
and  a  half  months,  and  everything  became  normal,  she  expect- 
ed to  be  confined,  at  the  furthest,  in  the  early  part  of  June. 
I  contemplated  visiting  Philadelphia,  but  at  her  urgent  re- 
quest I  remained  to  deliver  her,  and  did  remain  till  the  20th 
of  June ;  then,  there  being  no  indication  of  labor,  I  started  on 
my  centennial  visit,  returning  home  on  the  27th  day  of  July. 
I  found  that  she  had  not  yet  given  birth  to  the  child,  nor  did 
labor  set  in  until  the  night  of  the  eighth  of  August.  Nothing 
unusual  was  encountered  except  a  firmly  ossified  head,  the 
fontanelles  being  firmly  closed,  though  the  head  was  small ; 
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no  appearance  of  an  over- developed  foetus  existed.  The  labor 
was  completed  in  six  hours;  mother  and  child  both  did  well 
Taking  the  date  of  last  menstruation,  to  June  7th,  1876,  would 
make  280  days,  to  August  8th,  would  make  the  time  between 
menstruation  and  delivery  341  days. — Dr.  Lewis  in  Am.  Jour. 
Obstetrics. 


Double  Uterus  with  Double  Conception. — Dr.  Sotschawa, 
of  Moscow,  reports  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Med.  Woch.y  January, 
1879,  the  case  of  a  woman,  aged  26,  who  called  him  on  account 
of  a  hemorrhage  occurring  during  a  third  pregnancy.  On  ex- 
amination he  found  two  distinct  vaginas,  each  one  terminating 
in  a  uterus.  The  finger  passed  readily  through  the  first  of 
these,  and  he  found  an  ovum  presenting ;  the  uterus  seemed 
to  correspond  to  about  the  second  month  of  conception.  The 
vagina  of  the  other  side  (right)  was  narrower,  but  the  neck 
could  be  reached,  and  appeared  to  belong  to  a  uterus  of  three 
months.  The  hemorrhage  had  its  source  in  both  uteri,  and  in 
consequence  was  considerable;  an  embryo  of  one  month  was 
extracted  with  the  finger  from  the  left  uterus,  and  three  days 
later  a  foetus  of  three  months  was  extracted  from  the  right 
uterus.  The  author  observes  that  this  case  is  not  only  remark- 
able for  its  rarity  (only  thirty  eases  being  on  record)  but  also 
because  it  is  a  proof  of  the  possibility  of  superfoetation. — Ob- 
ftetric  Gazette. 


A  Giant  Born. — In  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record^  Dr.  A.P 
Beach,  Leeville,  0.,  reports  his  attendance  upon  an  obstetrical 
case  of  marvellous  proportions.  The  woman  was  the  giantess 
of  Nova  Scotia,  standing  7  feet  9  inches  in  height.  The  babe's 
father  is  the  Kentucky  giant,  7  feet  7  inches.  Labor  occupied 
an  initial  stage  of  about  36  hours,  during  which  time  the  doc-- 
tor  was  unable  to  reach  the  os  because  of  the  great  depth  of 
the  pelvis.  When  the  os  was  reached,  the  hand  was  found  pre- 
senting, position  second  occipi to  anterior,  all  doing  well- 
When  the  waters  broke,  ^v^  gallons  flowed  over  the  side  of 
the  bed  and  were  caught,  and  fully  one  gallon  more  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  clothes.  The  pains  now  ceased  entirely,  al- 
though everything  seemed  in  most  favorable  condition  and 
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the  foetas  seemed  strong  and  healthy.  No  efforts  of  the  doctor 
could  revive  the  labor  pains;  and  repeated  attempts  to  use  the 
forceps  failed,  it  being  impossible  to  fit  them  over  the  large 
head  of  the  child.  Finally  the  head  being  almost  born  but  the 
shoulders  fast,  a  strong  bandage  was  passed  over  the  neck  of 
the  child ;  and  while  downward  and  lateral  traction  were  made 
upon  by  this,  an  assistant  brought  down  one  arm  and  a  male 
child  was  then  delivered.  It  weighed  23f  &,  height  30  inches* 
brea&t  34  inches,  breech  27  inches,  head  19  inches,  foot  2  \  in- 
inches.  The  secundines  weighed  10  &.  These  giant  propor- 
tions will  be  appreciated  by  comparing  them  with  the  average 
length  of  20  inches,  and  circumference  of  head  13  \  inches,  the 
placenta  weighing  one-sixth  of  the  foetus.  The  mother,  though 
much  wearied,  made  a  good  recovery. 


Painless  Labor. — ^Another  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  W.  Bad- 
ger, Flushing  N.  Y.,  in  the  New  York  Medical  Record.  Go- 
ing speedily  when  called,  the  woman  said,  while  he  was  re- 
moving his  overcoat,  **Hurry,  doctor;  I  fear  you  are  almost  too 
late,"  She  had  no  pain;  yet  the  head  was  resting  upon  the 
perineum,  and  delivery  was  completed  by  two  strong  expulsive 
uterine  efforts.  Her  countenance  and  manner  did  not  indi- 
cate the  slightest  suffering.  She  had  no  after  pains,  and  was 
up  the  fourth  day.  She  had  had  three  previous  confinements, 
and  no  pains  in  any  of  them. 


Extra  Uterine  F<etation. — ^A  clinical  lecture  on  this  sub- 
ject, delivered  at  the  hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia by  Prof.  W.  Goodell,  is  reported  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Rec- 
ord'i  Jan.  31.  A  hunchback  patient,  aged  39,  was  introduced. 
Last  full  menstruation  in  April,  a  slight  flow  on  May  16th,  last 
of  June  a  flow  for  a  day  and  loss  of  a  "piece  of  flesh"  as  large 
as  an  egg.  From  July  6th  to  19th,  a  flow  of  black  blood;  and 
and  since  then  nothing.  Womb  in  natural  position ;  to  its  left, 
and  closely  adherent  to  it,  a  lage  tumor,  fluid,  containing  a 
sQlid  body  Movable  by  bailottment.  Placental  bruit  distinct 
on  left  side.  Oervix  small,  os  soft.  The  sound  gave  a  uterine 
measurement  of  four  inches,  and  could  not  be  turned  about 
adily  in  the  distorted  womb.    The  uterus  had  been  subject 
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to  dysmenorriieal  pains,  and  the  tumor  alternately  relaxes  and 
contracts.  Tubal  pregnancy  was  diagnosed,  and  an  early  Ocesa- 
rian  section  determined  on.  Before  its  performance,  the  wo- 
man was  delivered  of  a  small  child  per  viae  naturales ;  and 
then  was  found  to  have  a  two-horned  uterus,  in  one  of  which 
the  foetus  developed  while  the  other  remained  empty  and  ad- 
mitted the  sound. 


Intra  Uterinb  Medication. — ^Dr.  0.  Godson,  England,  is  much 
opposed  to  the  now  common  practice  of  wiping  the  fundus 
uteri  with  a  carbolized  swab  for  every  little  discharge  that  ap- 
pears. Unsuspected  pregnancy  in  the  first  month  may  exist, 
and  an  abortion  thus  be  produced ;  or  severe  uterine  inflamma- 
tion may  result.  Many  uterine  discharges  have  their  origin 
within  the  cervix,  and  rarely  is  the  body  in  need  of  intra-uter- 
ine  medication.  More  common-sense  and  less  fashionable  folly 
would  save  the  terrible  female  butchering  now  too  common. 


Perineal  Laceration. — ^The  latest  '^kink''  in  obstetrics  is  to 
make  a  visual  examination  of  the  penneum  immediately  after 
delivery,  and  to  proceed  to  use  sutures  on  every  tearing  of  the 
fourchette,  pronouncing  it  a  lacerated  perineum.  Horrible  en- 
tailments are  said  to  follow  even  slight  lacerations  of  this  kind, 
which  occur  in  all  primapara ;  and  yet  the  world  has  not  found 
it  out  before. 


-0- 
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Oase  op  Stramonium  Poisoning. — ^Dr.  J.  Howley  reports  a 
case  {Lancet)  where  a  girl  of  12  years  was  given  an  infusion 
of  about  two  scruples  of  stramonium,  by  mistake  for  spigelia. 
Six  hours  after  she  was  found  insensible,  pupils  widely  dilated 
and  insensible,  feeble  pulse,  cold  extremities,  shallow  respira- 
tion. Morphia,  gr.  ^,  was  injected  into  the  arm,  a  hot  bottle 
placed  at  the  feet  and  axillae,  stimulants  given,  etc,  At  the 
end  of  about  seven  hours  more,  respiration  had  fallen  to  4  per 
minute;  and  Dr.  H.  queries  whether  this  extreme  slowness  of 
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breathing  was  due  "to  the  first  poison  or  the  last," — the  stra- 
monium or  morphia.  The  child  finally  recovered ;  and  this  is 
considered  to  be  due  to  the  morphia  antagonizing  the  stramo- 
nium, but  we  believe  it  due  to  the  other  measures. 


Substitute  for  Ood-livbr  Oil. — ^In  his  work  on  gynaecology, 
Prof.  Emmet  recommends  fat  pork,  long  soaked  and  slowly 
boiled,  as  a  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil.  It  should  be  cut  verj 
thin,  and  eaten  cold  as  sandwiches.  As  the  oil,  at  best,  is 
merely  a  fatty  food,  many  similar  foods  are  far  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  stomach.  For  ourselves,  we  prefer  cream  and  good 
fresh  butter. 


Cold  Cream  without  Oil. — Mr.  E.  Lebaigne  gives  the  follow- 
ing formula  as  a  substitute  for  the  old-fashioned  cold  cream, 
which  has  the  advantage  of  being  less  expensive  and  less 
liable  to  rancidity : 

Quinine  seed  mucilage,  10  drachms. 

Almond  oil  soap,  15  grains. 

Stearic  acid,  2|  drachms. 

Glycerine,  i  drachm. 

Rub  the  stearic  acid  and  the  soap  together  in  a  warm  mortar, 
add  gradually  to  the  mixture  the  mucilage  so  as  to  form  an 
emulsion,  and  lastly  the  glycerine.  It  may  now  be  perfumed 
with  otto  of  rose  or  any  suitable  essential  oil. — Druggisfs  Cir- 
cular. 


Hot  Water  Vaginal  Douche. — I.  It  should  invariably  be 
given  with  the  patient  lying  on  the  back,  with  the  shoulders 
low,  the  knees  drawn  up  and  the  hips  elevated  on  a  bed  pan , 
so  that  the  outlet  of  the  vagina  may  be  above  every  part  of  it. 
Then  the  vagina  will  be  kept  continually  overflowing  while 
the  douche  is  being  given. 

II.  It  should  be  given  at  least  twice  every  day,  morning 
and  evening,  and  generally  the  length  of  each  application 
should  not  be  less  than  twenty  minutes. 

III.  The  temperature  should  be  as  high  as  the  patient  can 
endure  without  distress.    It  may  bo  increased  from  day  to  day 

rom  100 '  or  105^  to  115**  or  120^  Fahr. 
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IV.  Its  use,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  should  be  continued 
for  months,  at  least,  and  sometimes  for  two  or  three  years. 
Persev^ance  is  of  prime  importance. 


A  ZtiLU  Enema. — One  common  mode  of  treating  disorders  of 
the  bowels  is  by  enema.  This  is  done  by  passing  the  small 
end  of  a  cow's  horn  into  the  anus  ;  a  Kaffir  or  Zulu  will  then 
ponr  (generally  sea)  water  into  the  large  end,  administering 
in  this  manner  two  or  three  pints  at  one  time.  This  is  re- 
tained for  a  while;  the  patient  sometimes  running  about, 
jumping,  and  even  standing  upon  his  head.  The  fluid  is  then 
allowed  to  escape.    This  proceeding  is  repeated. — Lancet 


Benzoatb  op  Soda  in  Diphtheria. — ^A  note  on  this  remedy 
was  made  in  our  last  issue.  Dr.  Grandinger,  of  Austria,  gives 
reports  of  some  trials  there  made.  In  one  Vienna  hospital 
it  was  used  in  17  cases,  of  which  8  died.  In  St.  Anno  hospital 
76  cases  were  treated  with  it,  and  25  died.  Dr.  Q.  considers 
the  article  is  not  followed  by  any  evil  results,  but  such  a  death- 
rate  would  appal  any  man  acquainted  with  the  use  of  sanatiye 
agencies  in  diphtheria.  Taking  none  but  confirmed  cases  of 
this  malady,  and  our  mortality  table  shows  less  than  2  per 
cent,  under  Physio-Medical  treatment.  Benzoate  of  Soda 
must  be  without  value  in  diphtheria. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 


Strngulated  Femoral  Hernia  in  Men. — ^These  two  cases 
were  very  similar  in  their  history  and  symptoms,  they  were 
alike  also  in  their  treatment  and  results.  They  had  both  had 
a  hernia  for  years,  and  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  wearing  a 
trass.  They  were  admitted  into  the  hospital  complaining  of 
persistent  vomiting  and  great  pain  in  the  swelling  which  had 
visibly  increased  in  size.  There  was  considerable  tympanites 
and  abdominal  tendemes.  The  pulse  was  rapid  and  feeble, 
and  the  tongue  dry.  In  both  cases  Mr.  Mason  determined  up- 
on operating  for  the  relief  of  the  strangulation.    The  patient 
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was  therefore  etherized  and  a  vertical  incision  made  over  the 
neck  of  the  sac.  The  coverings  were  dissected  off  the  sac,  and 
some  constricting  fibres  bein|  divided,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  return  the  bowel.  As  this  proved  unsuccessful,  the  sac  was 
carefully  opened.  The  contents  in  both  cases  proved  to  be  in- 
testine of  a  dark  chocolate  hue,  which  had  not  lost  its  lustre, 
and  a  portion  of  omentum.  In  one  case  a  portion  of  the  omen- 
tum was  removed  with  Pasquelin's  actual  cautery.  As  the 
hernias  were  femoral,  Gimbernat's  ligament  was  divided  in  a 
direction  upwards  and  inwards,  and  the  bowel  readily  returned. 
Four  silk  sutures  were  used  to  bring  the  margins  of  the  skin 
wound  together  and  a  pa  1  of  dry  lint  and  a  spioa  bandage  ap- 
plied. About  three  days  afterwards  the  abdominal  pain  had 
ceased,  the  bowels  had  acted  naturally,  and  the  lint  being  re- 
movepl  for  the  first  time,  no  suppuration  was  discovered. 
More  dry  lint  and  a  bandage  were  applied  and  the  dressing 
being  taken  off  a  second  time,  one  week  after  the  operation, 
the  wound  was  found  perfectly  healed.  The  stitches  were 
then  removed,  and,  in  the  track  of  one  of  the  stitches,  in  one 
case,  was  found  a  drop  or  two  of  pus,  being  the  only  suppura- 
tion occurring  in  either  case.— -Jfr.  F.  Mason  in  the  Lancet, 


Abscbss  of  the  Liver. — Dr.  W.  A.  Hammond  has  called  at- 
tention to  hypochondria  and  cerebral  hyperaemia  as  evidences 
of  hepatic  abscess,  even  when  signs  of  such  abscess  were  whol- 
ly absent  from  the  liver  itself.  His  views  and  reports  of  cases 
have  met  with  much  unfavorable,  not  to  say  ungentlemanly, 
comment.  In  a  recent  paper  to  the  Medical  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, published  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly^  J.  Marion 
Sims,  M.  D.,  confirms  Dr.  Hammond^s  views  by  the  report  of 
two  cases.  Dr.  H.  tests  the  validity  of  his  conclusions  by  as* 
pirating  the  liver  for  abscess  when  protracted  hyperaemia  is 
present.  This  was  done  in  the  cases  named  by  Dr.  Sims,  and 
pus  readily  obtained,  recovery  from  apparently  hopeless  pros- 
tration following.  The  aspiration  is  practised  between  the 
eighth  and  ninth  ribs,  a  little  in  advance  of  a  line  from  the  ax- 
illa to  the  pelvis.  No  evils  follow,  even  should  no  pus  be 
found,  and  should  there  be  no  adhesions.  This  subject  is  full 
of  interest,  especially  in  malarial  districts. 
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Reunion  op  Divided  Nerves. — A  valuable  article  on  this  sub- 
ject, frcm  the  pen  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Dabney,  was  published  in  the 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly  for  January.  It  is  generally  con- 
sidered that  divided  nerves  are  beyond  reparation ;  but  Dr. 
Dabney  compiles  some  cases  proving  that  they  will  unite, 
even  when  separated  an  inch  or  more  and  for  several  weeks. 
Their  approximation  may  be  effected  by  .the  aid  of  considera- 
ble force  in  stretching  them,  and  maintained  by  sutures.  He 
offers  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  The  effects  of  nerve  section  and  nerve  irritation  are  very 
dissimilar,  but  have  generally  been  confounded. 

2.  Nerve  section  causes  a  very  gradual  degeneration  of  the 
peripheral  portion  of  the  nerve,  and  of  the  muscles  to  which 
it  is  distributed  (if  it  is  motor  in  function) — several  months 
usually  elapsing  before  such  a  result  occurs. 

3.  If  re-union  of  a  divided  mixed  nerve  takes  place,  sensa- 
tion is  usuallv  recovered  first,  and  motion  more  slowlv — the 
irritability  of  the  muscles  returning  gradually. 

4.  The  two  ends  of  a  divided  nerve  should  be  approxima- 
ted as  nealry  as  possible ;  but  re-union  has  several  times  oc- 
curred in  young  subjects  when  the  ends  were  an  inch  or  more 
distant  from  each  other. 

5.  It  is  advisable  I0  stretch  the  two  portions  of  a  divided 
nerve  in  order  to  approximate  them  moie  closely  if  they  are 
far  removed  from  each  other. 

6.  Sutural  re-union  may  be  practised  several  months,  even 
after  the  division  of  a  nerve,  so  long  as  a  trace  of  muscular 
irritability  remains,  and  the  peripheral  portion  0?  the  nerve 
contains  nerve  fibres. 

7.  Sm^ll,  carbolized  catgut  sutures  are  preferable,' and  the 
nerve  sheath  only  should  be  pierced. 


Water  CoNVEYjTlNa  Malaria. — ^The  majority  of  writers  hold 
the  opinion  that  tJie  air  of  marshes  is  the  sole  cause  of  inter- 
mittent fever.  But  there  exists  strong  evidence  going  to  show 
that  water,  too,  is  a  carrier  of  the  poison.  Take  for  instance 
two  or  three  cases  cited  in  the  Lancet  lirst,  iho  case  record- 
ed by  Boudin,  of  three  vessels  sailing  from  Algiera  to  Mar 
seilles,  conveying  800  soldiers,  who  on  shore  had  all  been  ex- 
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posed  to  the  same  atmospheric  condition.  Two  of  these  ves- 
sels were  supplied  with  good  water,  but  the  third  with  wat^r 
from  a  marsh.  The  two  former  arrived  at  Marseilles  without  a 
sick  man,  but  the  third  ship  lost  thirteen  men  and  had  120 
sick,  nine -tenths  of  whom  were  affected  with  malaria.  Again, 
there  is  the  outbreak  of  ague  at  Tilbury  Fort,  cited  in  Parke's 
Hygiene^  where  thirty- four  men  out  of  a  grirrison  of  103  were 
seized  with  ague,  while  tlie  people  at  the  railway  station,  and 
the  coast  guard  men  and  their  families  just  outside  the  fort^ 
entirely  escaped.  The  troops  had  been  supplied  with  water 
stored  in  tanks,  collected  from  tl  e  rain  water  of  the  roofs, 
while  the  people  outside  obtained  theirs  from  a  spring,  the  at- 
mospheric condition  in  both  casek  being  identical. — Popular 
Science  Monthly. 


Peculiar  Case  of  Rabies. — In  the  London  Lancet^  Dr.  Ver- 
non Horsham  relates  a  case  of  rabies  in  which  the  man  had 
been  slightly  bitten  by  a  teirier  nearly  three  months  before 
his  seizure.  He  was  then  attacked  very  suddenly,  barking, 
kicking,  biting  and  struggling  for  more  than  an  hour.  Then 
he  became  quiet  and  seemed  in  usual  health  for  three  days, 
when  similar  paroxysms  returned,  and  in  fourteen  hours  he 
died.  In  both  seizures  he  repeatedly  asked  for  water,  but  was 
thrown  into  choking  and  agony  on  attempting  to  drink.  The 
wound  was  made  through  a  thick  leather  gaiter,  and  was  but 
little  more  than  a  break  through  the  skin.  The  dog  was  sim- 
ply angry  when  it  bit  the  man,  had  no  signs  of  rabies,  and 
showed  no  such  signs  up  to  the  time  of  the  man's  death. 


Transmission  of  Hydrophobia  from  Man. — ^M.  Eaynaud  in- 
oculated a  number  of  rabbits  with  saliva  and  blood  of  a  hydro- 
phobic patient  on  the  day  before  death.  The  inoculations 
of  blood  gave  negative  results ;  the  inoculations  of  saliva,  how- 
ever, were  followed  by  rabies  in  a  relatively  short  space  of 
time,  at  most  a  few  days.  M.  Raynard  also  extirpated  the  sub- 
maxillary glands  of  two  rabid  rabbits  and  inoculated  them  on 
two  healthy  rabbits ;  the  results  were  equally  positive,  that  is 
to  say,  the  inoculations  were  followed  in  a  short  time  by  the 
symptoms  of  rabies.    No  reliable  case  of  the  transmission  of 
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rabies  from  man  to  man  has  yet  been  recorded,  but  M.  Bay- 
naad  thinks  that  after  his  demonstrations  of  the  possibility  of 
its  transmission  from  man  to  rabbits,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
the  results  would  be  identical  in  the  case  of  man,  if  acci- 
dentally inoculated. — Le  Progres  Medical. 


Tubercular  Leprosy. — ^An  interesting  case  of  tubercular  lep- 
rosy is  reported  by  Dr.  Hyde,  Professor  of  Dermatology  at  the 
Bush  Medical  College.  The  patient  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
forty-three  years  of  age.  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  of  his 
ancestors  suffered  from  the  disease,  but  two  of  his  brothers 
died  from  a  similar  affection,  and  the  account  given  of  his  lit- 
tle daughter  (who  was  left  at  home  in  Nebraska,  and  did  not 
come  under  the  personal  observation  of  Dr.  Hyde)  makes  it 
probable  that  she  is  also  suffering  from  the  same  affection.  If 
this  supposition  is  correct,  it  is  the  first  reported  case  of  in- 
herited leprosy  occurring  in  the  United  States.  The  patient 
was  given  internally  an  emulsion  of  chaulmoogra  oil,  and 
an  ointment  of  one  part  of  oil  to  four  of  lard  was  applied 
externally.  This  oil  is  obtained  by  expression  from  the 
leaves  of  the  gynocardia  odorata,  and  according  to  Dr.  Wynd. 
ham  Cottle,  can  be  given  in  doses  of  five  minims,  gradually 
increased  daily.  It  has  lately  been  recommended  very  high- 
ly in  the  treatment  of  leprosy,  although  some  observers 
have  failed  to  obtain  from  it  satisfactory  results.  One 
month  after  the  commencement  of  treatment,  the  patient 
wrote  that  he  was  feeling  a  great  deal  better,  his  voice  was  be- 
coming clearer,  the  tubercles  decreasing  in  size,  and  the  nor- 
mal sensitiveness  returning  to  the  lower  extremities.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that  his  daughter,  who  is  taking  the  oil  in  one-min- 
im doses,  and  usmg  external  inunction,  exhibits  an  equally 
marked  improvement,  the  tubercles  diminishing  in  size  on  her 
extremities. — Chicago  Journal  and  Examiner. 


— The  Medical  Department  of  Michigan  University  has  resolved 
to  require  attendance  on  three  lecture  sessions  of  nine  months 
each.    An  examination  is  also  required  before  entering. 


Editorial   Department, 
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Dr.  J.  Swinburne  has  for  a  long  time  held  the  chair  of  Frac- 
tures, Dislocations  and  Chemical  Surgery  in  the  Albany  (N 
Y.)  Medical  College.  His  treatment  of  fractures  seems  to  be 
novel,  and  has  proven  to  be  superior  to  the  old  methods. 
Quite  suddenly  the  Trustees,  at  the  solicitation  of  a  portion  of 
the  Faculty,  abolished  the  chair  of  Fractures  and  Dislocations. 
This  put  Dr.  Swinburne  out  of  the  Faculty.  Now  it  is  suspect- 
ed that  this  method  was  adopted  to  squash  his  peculiar  modes 
of  fractural  management,  the  success  of  which  was  throwing 
the  other  surgical  gentlemen  into  the  shade.  Fresh  scientific 
thoughts  usually  meet  with  such  a  reception;  bit  Dr.  S.  can 
afford  to  maintain  dignified  silence,  for  the  profession  and  the 

Among  the  later  works  in  ^'Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Med- 
ical Authors,"  is  Dr.  Lawson  Tait's  volume  on  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, This  has  been  received  with  considerable  favor  in  En- 
gland ;  and  the  present  issue  has  been  revised  and  corrected 
for  this  ''Library."  The  closing  volume  of  jhe  series  is  a  Mait- 
UAL  OP  THE  Practice  op  Surgery,  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Clarke.  The 
publishers  announce  that  subscriptions  to  the  Library  for  1879 
will  be  received  up  to  next  July  for  %  12.  after  which  it  will  be 
%  15.  They  also  announce  a  monthly  series,  aJ  by  American 
authors,  for  1880  at  $15.  This  new  series  promises  to  be  very 
valuable  to  American  readers. 

Medical  Chemistry,  by  Prof.  C.  G.  Wheeler,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  has  reached  a  second  edition.  It  deals  with 
the  chemistry  of  the  carbohydrates,  as  presented  in  the  vege. 
t^ble  and  animal  kingdoms.  It  is  a  good  presentation  of  this 
subject,  concise  but  satisfactory  for  the  general  student  for 
whom  it  is  prepared.  The  sections  on  the  alcohols  and  ethers 
are  excellent ;  and  that  on  respiration,  though  still  using  tiie 
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word  "combustion,"  quite  clearly  presents  the  facts  which  do 
away  with  the  barbaric  idea  of  the  lungs  being  a  furnace  and 
the  air>passages  a  smoke  stack.  We  cannot  accept  all  the 
chemical  theories  usually  associated  with  these  organic  ques. 
tions ;  but  Prof.  Wheeler  has  wisely  avoided  entering  on  cer- 
tain speculative  fields,  and  has  enhanced  the  value  of  his  work 
by  conJSning  its  scope  to  interesting  and  in8tructivey*a(;^«. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


public  will  in  due  time  have  the  truth. 

-^A  young  man  of  21  recently  died  from  the  use  of  chloroform 
while  in  ^  dentist's  chair  at  St.  Johnsburg,  Vt.  No  further 
particulars  given.  Is  it  not  time  this  dental  use  of  chloroform 
was  discontinued?  The  deaths  are  too  num  reus. 
— ^The  audiphone,  a  new  and  simple  instrument  for  conveying 
vibrations  of  sound  by  way  of  the  teeth  and  bones  to  the  audi- 
tory nerves^  is  causing  much  rejoicing  among  certain  classes 
of  deaf  persons.  It  is  fairly  effective  in  most  cases  where  the 
hardness  of  hearing  is  due  to  troubles  of  the  tympanum  or  the 
external  ear,  but  is  wholly  ineffectual  when  there  is  disease  of 
the  internal  ear. 

— ^Dr  E.  S.  Gaillard  has  been  compelled  to  remove  from  the 
malarial  influences  of  Louisville,  and  has  taken  up  hi-^  resi- 
dence in  New  York.  He  there  continues  the  publication  of  his 
monthly  under  the  title  of  OaillarcPa  Medical  Journal^  and  a 
splendid  journal  it  is. 

— Alexis  St.  Martin,  on  whose  stomach,  through  a  fistulous 
opening,  Dr.  Beaumont  made  so  many  interesting  observations^ 
is  still  living  at  St.  Thomas,  Canada. 

— ^During  1879  we  were  regularly  feasted  with  elegant  things 
offered  to  lovers  of  flowers  in  Vick's  Floral  Magazine.  And 
now  the  first  numbers  for  1^80,  and  his  Floral  Guide  for  the 
new  year  are  belore  us.  Both  are  gems,  issued  from  the  "old 
reliable"  Seed  House  of  J.  Vick,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
— Dr.  Von  Lackum,  Physio-Medicalist,  has  secured  the  intro- 
daction  of  a  medical  bill  into  the  Iowa  Legislature.     Among 
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its  good  features  is  a  section  to  secure  equal  rights  to  different 
medical  systems  by  providing  that  an  incorporated  Society  of 
each  shall  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  Board  of  Examiners 
and  issue  licenses.  We  notice  that  licenses  are  to  be  issued  to 
those  holding  diplomas  from  incorporated  colleges,  or  who  have 
passed  an  examination  before  the  Board.  Suppose  an  '^incor- 
porated college"  gave  no  proper  course  of  instruction  but  sold 
its  diplomas,  are  its  credentials  to  be  accepted  ?  If  so,  the  ras- 
cals will  be  at  a  premium.  And  is  the  certificate  of  examina- 
tion to  secure  perpetual  license,  so  that  a  Society  Board  shall 
do  away  with  all  need  of  a  college  education  ?  We  believe 
Physio  Medicalism  must  take  much  higher  ground. 
— ^We  are  called  to  the  painful  duty  of  recording  here  the  death 
of  Dr.  A.  P.  Hale,  Adams  Centre,  Jeff  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  occur- 
red last  December  2nd.  He  had  been  a  busy  practitioner 
since  1841,  and  was  a  sterling  reformer  in  medicine.  As  a 
physician  and  citizen,  his  standing  was  of  the  highest.  It 
was  never  our  pleasure  to  know  him  personally ;  but  he  opened 
a  friendly  correspondence  with  us  in  1853,  while  we  lived  in 
New  York  oity ;  and  every  year  brought  us  two  or  three  warm 
and  cheering  letters  from  his  hand.  The  last  letter  we  receiv- 
ed from  him  must  have  been  among  the  latest  he  evar  wrote ; 
and  he  exhorted  us  to  hold  the*  banner  of  Physio-Medicalism  to 
a  point  we  had  ever  maintained,  and  to  cling  to  a  National 
Convention  on  the  basis  proposed  by  the  Ohio  Society.  We 
intend  to. 

— ^There  was  the  right  kind  of  philosophy  in  the  answer  of  the 
doctor's  colored  servant,  when  complaint  was  made  to  him 
that  his  master  had  charged  $25.  for  half  an  hour^s  work, 
for  which  $5.  would  have  been  enough.  "Go  way,"  said 
Sambo.  "He  only  charged  $  5.  for  de  operation ;  de  oder  $  20  - 
was  for  do  know  how?'* 


HousER.  Pierce.  Married,  at  the  Parsonage  of  the  M.  E- 
Church,  Winchester,  Ind.,  Dec.  18th,  1879,  W.  F.  Houser,  M.  D., 
(P,-M.  Institute,  Class  of  '74)  to  Miss  Eda  B.  Pierce. 

Gardner.  Brackett.  Married,  Jan.  6th,  1880.  Ohas.  Gard- 
ner, M.  D.,  of  Dixon,  111.,  to  Julia  M.  Brackett,  of  China,  111. 
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RHEUMATIC  ARTHRITIS  WITH  TRANSLATIONS 

TO  THE  STOMACH. 

W.  T.  H0U8ER,  M.  D. 


On  Nov.  24th,  1878,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs  F.  E.  A.,  aged 
38,  nervous-lymphatic  temperament,  mother  of  two  children, 
youngest  16  years  old.  She  has  inherited  a  predisposition  to 
rheumatism  and  had  suffered  from  frequent  attacks  of  the  sub- 
acute form  since  childhood.  The  joints  of  the  fingers  are  en- 
larged, and  some  are  slightly  flexed ;  the  knee,  ankle  and  shoul- 
der joints  suffer  greatly  at  times,  but  never  become  swollen* 
The  suffering  never  extends  to  the  joints  of  the  toes. 

Within  the  last  four  years  she  has  suffered  frequent  transla- 
tions to  the  stomach;  which  have  been  diagnosed  as  neuralgia 
of  the  stomach,  and  treated  accordingly  by  allopathy  and  ec- 
lecticism. They  in  turn  exhausted  their  materia  medicas  on 
her  by  way  of  sedatives  and  narcotics,  which  prolonged  the  at- 
tacks and  increased  the  suffering.  She  had  suffered  for  some 
days  with  her  stomach,  previous  to  my  visit,  at  which  time  I 
found  her  as  follows : 

In  bed.  very  restless,  countenance  anxious ;  surface  cold  and 
bathed  in  perspiration,  which  was  replaced  in  a  few  seconds 
after  being  absorbed  by  warm  flannels  rubbed  briskly  over  the 
surface.  Pulse  forty  to  the  minute,  volume  very  small;  respi- 
ration as  to  frequency  not  materially  changed,  but  the  patient 
refrained  from  fully  inflating  the  lungs  lest  it  increase  her  suf. 
fering.  Tongue  coated  with  a  whitish  coat,  sensations  of  hun- 
ger and  thirst  considerable,  bowels  had  been  kept  regular  by 


io6  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette. 

hepatics,  but  on  previous  attacks  were  always  constipated,  unne 
scanty  and  high  colored.  The  stomach  was  the  seat  of  suffering, 
which  exacerbated  every  few  minutes  and  became  almost  in- 
tolerable. The  heart  was  Iree  from  suffering,  although  she  is 
subject  to  attacks  of  palpitation  which  have  caused  her  a  great 
deal  of  anxiety. 

Diagnosed  the  case  as  one  of  rheumatic  arthritis  translated 
to  the  stomach.    Adopted  the  following  treatment: 

]^.     Fl.  Ext.  Asclepias  5  j 

Fl.  Ext.  Zingiber  5ij 

Fl.  Ext.  Lobelia  5  j 

M.  Sig:  A  half  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes  in  a  table- 
spoonful  of  warm  water,  with  ten  drops  comp.  tr.  myrrh  added 
each  alternate  dose.  Applied  stimulating  liniment  over  the 
regions  of  the  stomach  and  heart,  also  to  the  wrists  and  lower 
extremities.  Applied  flannels  wrung  from  hot  water  over  the 
stomach  and  heart,  with  hot  iron  at  the  feet.  In  little  more 
than  half  an  hour  from  the  time  the  first  dose  was  given,  the 
patient  vomited  freely,  throwing  up  quite  an  amount  of  undi- 
gested food,  which  |she  had  taken  into  the  stomach  the  day 
before.  After  this  she  was  partly  relieved,  and  we  ordered  the 
medicine  every  hour,  with  a  half  teaspoonful  of  a  solution  of 
bicarbonate  of  potassa  every  three  hours  until  three  doses  were 
taken,  to  correct  the  acidity  of  the  stomach. 

The  patient  gradually  grew  easier  until  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  of 
the  next  day,  fourteen  hours  from  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  when 
she  was  entirely  free  from  suffering.  Pulse  seventy-two,  full 
and  soft.    Gave  the  following: 

:^    Fl.  Ext.  Mitchella, 

Fl.  Ext.  Cimicifuga,  aa.  3  yj 

Fl.  Ext.  Helonias,  5  iv 

Syr.  Zingiber,  gij 

M.    Sig:   Teaspoonful  every  four  hours  during  the  day 
Gave  the  following  to  secure  hepatic  action: 

]^     Fl.  Ext.  Eaonymus, 

Fl.  Ext  Gentiana,  aa,  5  jss 

FL  Ext.  Hydrastis, 

FL  Ext.  Xanthox^^lum  aa.  §  ss 
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M.     Sig :  Teaspooiiful  morning  noon  and  night    This  kept 
the  bowels  regular  and  the  female  difficulties  disappeared 

I  changed  these  prescriptions  from  time  to  time,  as  necessity 
required,  keeping  her  on  a  course  of  nervines  and  tonics,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  accomplishing  in  six  months  what  allop- 
athy had  failed  to  do  in  four  years.  Her  attacks  did  not  seem 
to  be  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  she  having  the 
most  severe,  and  obstinate  attacks  in  very  dry  and  warm  weath- 
er, and  suffered  more  frequently  in  summer  with  translations 
to  the  stomach,  persisting  frequently  through  a  period  of  ten 
days,  at  which  time  she  would  be  free  from  suffering  in  the 
joi^its.  She  is  at  this  time  in  good  health  and  in  the  ninth 
month  of  gestation. 
Winchester^  Ind. 


A  CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

PROF.  J.  F.  SHRONTZ,  M.  D. 


About  midnight  of  Jan.  t2th  I  was  called  to  an  obstetrical 
case.  Found  the  lady,  aged  23,  progressing  in  labor  with  heal 
presentation.  The  child  was  born  at  6  a.  m.,  the  13th.  The 
mother  was  of  nervous  temperament,  in  delicate  health.  About 
sixteen  months  before  she  had  remittent  fever,  and  aborted, 
having  puerperal  fever.   The  present  confinement  is  ier  second. 

Visiting  her  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  I  found  her  in  a 
critical  condition.  She  had  a  chill  about  10  a.  m.,  followed  by 
sharp  pains  shooting  across  the  abdomen  and  along  the  back, 
running  down  the  limbs.  The  abdomen  was  swollen  and  very 
tender;  tongue  dry,  pointed,  furred,  red  at  the  tip;  pulse  140, 
small,  hard,  irregular ;- temperature  105;  lochia  stopped. 

Began  treatment  with  warm  infusion  of  four  parts  asclepias 
and  one  part  zingiber,  a  tablespoonful  every  ten  minutes.  One 
drop  triturated  oil  of  lobelia  every  hour.  A  mush  poultice 
made  with  weak  lye  and  covered  with  capsicum,  and  then  wet 
with  stimulating  liniment,  was  put  on  the  abdomen  and  along 
the  cpine.  *  A  free  perspiration  was  soon  secfured,  and  she  was 
easy  before  I  left  at  the  end  of  three  hours.   She  was  "nervous," 
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and  one-fourth  part  of  cypripedium  was  added  to  the  above  in- 
fusion, to  be  given  once  an  hour ;  and  a  grain  of  caulophyilum 
to  the  oil  of  lobelia,  triturated,  and  given  every  three  hourd. 
The  skin  being  now  well  stimulated,  the  poultices  were  re- 
moved, with  directions  to  make  them  without  any  liniment 
and  to  reapply  them  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  surface 
would  permit 

Found  her  better  the  next  morning.  Had  rested  well.  Pulse 
120,  temperature  103^.  Continued  previous  treatment.  Slightly 
better  on  the  16th.  On  the  17th  I  found  her  worse.  Had  slept 
none  the  previous  night,  restless,  pulse  130,  temperature  105, 
sweat  profusely  during  the  night,  head  aching,  tongue  dark 
brown.  Adopted  a  more  stimulating  treatment.  Infusion  of 
compd.  pulv.  populus  (spiced  bitters)  with  a  portion  of  cypri- 
pedium, two  teaspoonsful  every  two  hours.  Once  every  three 
hours  a  powder  of  one  grain  caulophyllin,  one  drop  oil  xanthox- 
ylum,  half  a  grain  hamamelin,  and  one-fourth  drop  oil  capsi- 
cum, triturated,  on  lactin.  The  abdomen  to  be  bathed  once  iii 
six  hours  with  equal  parts  tincture  lobelia  and  stimulating  lin- 
iment ;  and  at  bed-time  an  hepatic  of  three  grains  leptandrin, 
one  grain  apocynin,  and  half  a  grain  capsicum.  Previously 
there  had  been  no  need  of  any  hepatic. 

18th.  The  bowels  had  moved.  Pulse  112,  temperature  101^. 
Considerable  sweat  through  the  night.  Gave  one  grain  each 
baptisin  and  caulophyllin,  and  half  a  grain  each  hydrastia  phos- 
phate and  capsicum,  every  four  hours.  On  the  20th  she  was 
improving  nicely,  pulse  96,  temperature  100,  had  rested  well 
and  enjoyed  some  appetite.  Continued  same  treatment,  add- 
ing hepatic  every  twenty-four  hours.  On  the  22nd  she  was 
convalescing  so  decidedly  that  I  discharged  the  case. 

I  was  called  to  see  this  lady  again  on  Jan.  28th,  as  she  had  a 
chill  about  10  a.  m.  I  found  her  with  considerable  fever.  Put 
her  on  infusion  of  composition  every  half  hour  till  perspiration 
started ;  and  then  gave  a  powder  of  one  grain  each  sulphate 
cinchonidia  and  caulophyllin,  and  one-fourth  grain  hydrastia 
phosphate  and  capsicum,  every  four  hours.  Gave  a  somewhat 
larger  dose  of  the  hepatic  every  twenty -four  hours.  She  had 
no  further  trouble. 

Martinaburg^  Ohio. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  17. — At  a  heariDg  before  the  legislative 
committee  to-day,  the  names  of  nine  legally  chartered  medical 
colleges  were  read  whose  diplomas  are  not  recognized  by  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  because  of  proof  positive  that 
these  colleges  sell  their  diplomas  without  any  evidence  of  study 
or  fitne3s  for  medical  practice,  one  of  them  (the  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery)  maintaining  an  agency  in 
Europe  for  the  express  purpose  ef  selling  diplomas.  Three  of 
these  nine  institutions  are  in  Cincinnati.  The  list  is  as  follows : 
American  University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  of  Philadelphia ; 
Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery ;  Physio-Ec- 
lectic College,  of  Cincinnati,  O. ;  Physio-Medical  College  (new 
issue),  of  Cincinnati;  American  Eclectic . Medical  College,  of 
Cincinnati ;  St.  Louis  Homeopathic  Medical  College ;  St.  Louis 
Eclectic  Medical  College ;  New  England  University  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  of  Manchester,  N.  H. ;  University  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  of  Haddenfield,  N.  J.,  and  American  Vitopathic  Col- 
lege of  Cincinnati,  O. 

The  hearing  was  one  of  the  most  crowded  of  the  session. 
Doctors  of  all  sorts,  long  haired  wretches  whose  looks  would 
hang  them,  clairvoyants,  healers  of  all  shades  were  on  hand  to 
oppose  the  law  to  restrict  their  business.  They  looked  like  a 
collection  of  snakes  and  owls  protesting  against  being  disturb- 
ed. Physicians  and  decent  people  generally  favor  the  proposed 
law  to  restrict  medical  practice  to  persons  educated  to  the  pro- 
fession, no  matter  whether  graduates  of  medical  colleges  or 
not.  Evidence  was  given  that  under  a  New  Hampshire  law 
fifteen  quack  doctors  were  drawn  out  of  Manchester  alone  in 
one  year,  and  in  the  first  year  of  the  operation  of  the  Illinois 
law,  which  has  been  in  operation  a  year  and  a  half,  1,400  quacks 
left  the  State.  Much  has  been  done  to  break  up  the  colleges 
which  sold  diplomas. 

The  above  telegram  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Daily  Oazette,  The  "Physio-Medical  College"  in  the  list 
is  the  one  of  which  Dr.  Curtis  is  the  head.  I  am  connected 
with  the  Physio-Medical  Institute.  I  infer  that  the  expression 
*new  issue"  refers  to  the  diplomas  issued  by  Dr.  Curtis,with 
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his  solitary  signature,  since  about  1862.  "^he  previous  diplomas 
of  that  college,  with  the  names  of  a  Faculty  attached,  have 
been  recognized  as  honoiable,  and  this  in  great  part  through 
my  personal  exertions. 

The  selling  of  diplomas,  or  any  act  that  savors  of  such  sale, 
is  by  all  men  recognized  as  dishonorable.  It  is  a  misuse  of 
Legislative  grants,  and  a  swindle  on  the  public.  The  seller 
and  the  buyer  both  know  this,  and  need  not  be  surprised  when 
the  public  and  the  honorable  men  of  the  profession  reject  them 
in  contempt.  W.  H.  O. 


A  PIECE  OF  CONSERVATIVE  SURGERY. 

J.  B.  REMINQTON,  M.  D. 


^ 


On  July  30th,  1878,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young  man  of  22 
years,  who  some  time  previous  had  suflfered  a  compound  frac- 
ture with  dislocation  at  the  elbow  joint.  I  could  not  get  to 
him  till  a  late  hour  at  night,  and  then  found  the  situation  such 
that  I  could  not  examine  the  arm  fully  till  morning.  He  had 
not  had  any  sleep  for  several  nights,  though  narcotics  had  been 
given  liberally.  He  was  very  nervous;  bowels  constipated; 
pulse  extremely  rapid  and  feeble.  I  gave  him  an  hepatic  of 
three  grains  leptandrin,  one  grain  apocynin,  one-fourth  grain 
capsicum.  Gave  a  nervine  of  ten  drops  fl.  extr.  cypripedium, 
five  drops  fl.  exlr.  cimicifuga,  with  half  a  drop  triturated  oil  of 
lobelia  in  each  dose ;  repeated  every  half  hour  till  he  got  qui- 
eted. Cold  water  dressings  were  being  used  on  the  arm,  though 
the  limb  was  about  as  cold  as  ice;  and  then  a  dressing  of  car- 
bolic acid.  I  had  these  removed,  the  arm  washed  with  warm 
water  and  soap  as  far  as  possible,  and  then  a  stimulating  lini- 
ment applied.  Was  to  come  the  next  day  and  make  a  full  ex- 
amination of  the  limb ;  and  the  facts  revealed  in  that  examina- 
tion will  best  explain  why  I  delayed  it  till  morning. 

July  3i  st.  The  hepatic  had  operated.  Patient  slept  four  hours 
last  night,  and  remained  rational  through  the  night,  which  he 
had  not  done  since  he  was  injured.  On  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  some  weeks  before,  the  physicians  who  dressed  his 
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arm  .put  it  on  an  apparatus  so  small  that  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  keep  the  arm  upon  it.  This  was  used  till  th^  bones  were 
partially  knitted  in  a  false  position ;  and  they  then  put  him  un- 
der chloroform,  broke  the  fragments  apart,  and  put  on  the  ap- 
paratus now  in  use.*  Proceeding  to  a  careful  examination,  I 
found  that  the  padding  under  the  arm  was  rotting,  and  this  had 
let  part  of  the  arm  down  directly  upon  the  board,  while  the 
other  part  of  the  forearm  was  buried  in  the  rotting  mass  and 
stuck  fast  to  the  padding  and  the  board.  The  limb  had  inclined 
to  slip  off  the  board,  from  the  rotting  and  sliding  of  the  pad- 
ding ;  and,  to  keep  it  on,  the  physicians  had  screwed  a  piece 
against  the  side  of  the  apparatus,  and  the  elbow  was  resting  di- 
rectly against  this  piece. 

Removing  this  piece,  I  found  an  abscess  had  formed  where 
the  arm  rested,  and  was  discharging  freely.  A  dark  bluish 
tinge  colored  much  of  the  limb,  and  was  approaching  to  black- 
ness about  the  elbow.  A  large  abscess  had  formed  on  the  in- 
side .of  the  arm,  but  had  not  yet  burst.  I  could  now  understand 
the  reason  for  his  symptoms, — ^for  his  dark  and  fissured  tongue, 
sordes  on  the  gums  and  teeth,  small  and  thready  pulse,  pain  in 
the  bowels,  restlessness,  and  oceasional  picking  at  the  bed 
clothes.  The  degenerate  pus  was  being  absorbed  and  he  was 
pyaemic- 

But  the  arm  was  not  yet  off  of  the  apparatus.  It  seemed  to 
be  stuck  fast  to  it,  and  took  us  a  day  and  a  night  to  loosen  it 
from  that  board.  I  had  the  cotton  worked  out  from  under  the 
limb  as  much  as  possible,  and  then  a  thin  case-knife  worked 
slowly  and  carefully  between  the  arm  and  board,  and  some 
glycerine  put  under  as  they  got  a  portion  of  the  flesh  loosened. 
Bands  were  put  under  the  limb  from  point  to  point,  as  we  got 
it  loosened;  and  when  a  suflScient  number  of  these  were  in 
place,  a  lever  was  moved  under  the  bands  and  placed  a-top  of 
the  bed  for  a  purchase.  An  assistant  then  lifting  this  lever 
steadily,  I  bore  on  the  apparatus  and  thus  by  degrees  loosened 
it  from  the  arm. 

The  under  side  of  the  arm  was  found  in  a  horrible  condition. 
Abscesses  had  formed  and  broken ;  much  of  the  surface  was 

a 

suppurating,  discharging  very  foul  pus;  and  nearly  the  entire 
substance  seemed  about  to  slough.    I  had  that  part  of  the  ap- 
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paratus  that  would  come  under  the  elbow  cut  out,  and  the  whole 
remedied,  repadded  and  properly  applied.  The  bands  already 
mentioned  were  let  to  remain  under  the  arm,  so  that  it  could 
be  lifted  off  and  dressed.  The  suppurating  parts  were  suitably 
protected  from  pressure.  I  had  the  arm  washed  three  times  a 
day  with  warm  soapy  water,  and  a  strong  stimulating  lini- 
ment applied  every  two  hours.  Gave  every  hour  a  triturated 
powder  containing  one  drop  oil  xanthoxylum  and  one-fourth 
drop  each  oils  of  capsicum  and  lobelia.  Continued  the  prepa- 
ration of  cypripedium  and  cimicifuga,  adding  some  eupatorium 
purpureum  for  the  kidneys.  Gave  an  hepatic  of  juglans,  apocy- 
num  and  hydrastis.  The  next  day  I  found  my  patient  a  trifle 
better,  pulse  slightly  fuller,  bowels  had  moved,  kidneys  more 
active,  tongue  appearing  to  moisten.  Continued  the  above 
course  for  several  days,  the  patient  gradually  improving,  and 
appetite  coming  up. 

About  August  9th,  I  was  sent  for  in  haste  to  see  the  boy, 
and  at  the  same  time  they  sent  for  Dr.  Farmer,  of  Boliver,  15 
miles  away,  to  come  an  l  take  off  the  arm.  He  had  eaten  a 
quantity  of  green  fruit  and  drank  cold  water  freely.  Was  in 
great  trouble  with  his  bowels,  having  involuntary  evacuations 
every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  hiccough  and  vomiting  still 
oftener.  Dr.  Wilkerson,  who  had  first  treated  him,  was  called, 
living  near  by,  but  was  doing  nothing  for  him  except  giving  a 
dose  of  morphine.  I  directed  abundance  of  strong  stimulating 
liniment  to  the  bowels,  with  cloths  wrung  from  hot  water  laid 
on  every  few  minutes.  Applied  moderately  cold  wet  cloths 
to  the  stomach  and  chest,  and  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  very  weak 
infusion  of  lobelia  by  the  mouth  evety  few  minutes,  to  arrest 
hiccough  and  vomiting,  in  which  I  presently  succeeded.  Gave 
two  ounces  of  a  decoction  of  althea  flowers,  cypripedium  and  a 
little  hydrastis,  with  starch,  as  an  enema ;  and  repeated  as  often 
as  evacuated.  Before  Dr.  Farmer  got  there,  the  vomiting,  hic- 
cough and  involuntary* discharges  had  all  ceased,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  resting  tolerably  well. 

Dr.  Farmer  did  not  get  there  until  night.  He  brought  Dr. 
Weaver  with  him.  Dr.  Arnold  called  in  the  evening,  and  a 
council  was  held  of  three  allopathists,  one  eclectic  aud  myself. 
Bpnes  that  had  been  sawed  off  were  brought  forward,  and  Dr. 
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Wilkerson  told  us  he  had  sawed  off  the  internal  condyle,  but  it 
was  the  olecranon.  On  account  of  the  forming  abscess  that 
would  be  in  the  way  of  the  flap,  the  council  decided  it  would 
not  do  to  amputate  as  the  parts  would  slough.  The  patient  was 
left  under  my  care  i(yc  the  night.  One  allopath  and  the  eclec- 
tic were  discharged,  leaving  two  allopaths  and  myself  to  light 
it  out.  They  decided  he  did  not  sleep  enough,  must  have  eight 
hours  sleep  out  of  twenty-four,  did  not  care  whether  it  was 
opium  or  a  natural  sleep  so  long  as  he  got  that  amount.  Dealt 
out  some  opium  powders,  but  I  had  liberty  to  use  what  I  pleased 
so  long  as  I  secured  him  those  eight  hours  sleep.  Morphine 
drops  were  also  left,  to  be  given  every  hour  until  he  went  to 
sleep;  and  the  powders  were  to  be  given  to  the  point  of  narcot- 
ism if  vomiting  started  up.  The  case  being  left  in  my  hands 
I  found  no  use  for  any  narcotics. 

Ordered  the  above  enemas  three  times  a  day.  Every  six 
hours  a  powder  of  five  grains  rhei,  one  grain  leptandrin,  one 
grain  hydrastin.  Every  hour  a  drop  each  of  oils  lobelia  and 
xanthoxylin.  The  former  treatment  for  the  arm.  To  procure 
rest,  I  gave  equal  parts  cypripedium  and  cimicifuga  fluid  ex- 
tracts every  hour  in  the  evening ;  and  they  acted  like  a  charm, 
the  patient  not  having  at  any  time  more  than  three  doses,  and 
most  of  the  time  but  one,  to  get  sleep.  Dr.  Weaver  sent  down 
a  bottle  of  some  tonic  with  directions  for  its  use ;  but  as  I  had 
charge  of  the  case  it  was  not  given.  I  continued  the  munage- 
meut,  making  such  changes  as  seemed  necessary  from  time  to 
time.  Several  more  abscesses  gathered  and  broke ;  but  he  im- 
proved, and  by  the  14th  of  August  he  was  able  to  be  around 
the  room  some,  in  spite  of  all  the  predictions  against  his  living. 
I  scarcely  considered  it  necessary  to  see  him  much  more. 

At  the  council,  Dr.  Weaver  said  to  let  him  know  if  the  man 
got  up,  and  he  would  send  an  apparatus  to  wear  that  he  could 
get  about  in.  This  apparatus  the  family  now  sent  for.  Dr. 
Weaver  came  but  instead  of  any  particular  apparatus  proceeded 
to  put  up  the  arm  in  a  jacket  of  several  pounds  of  plaster-paris. 
There  were  several  abscesses  still  discharging,  but  the  doctor 
took  no  account  of  them.  He  wrapped  the  arm,  from  the  ends 
of  the  fingers  to  the  shoulder,  with  a  bandage ;  then  applied  his 
plaster,  then  cloth  and  plaster,  until  his  plaster  supply  was  all 
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used.  He  then  told  the  patient  that  was  all  he  needed,  and  he 
would  soon  be  able  to  go  where  he  pleased.  But  it  did  not 
happen  to  be  as  the  doctor  predicted,  and  turned  out  as  any 
farmer  should  know  it  would. 

The  circulation  in  the  arm  was  intemipted,  the  arm  swelled, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  remove  the  plaster.  The  arm  was 
found  nearly  black.  Digestion  stopped,  food  in  the  stomach 
fermented,  diarrhea  and  hemorrhage  started,  he  passed  into 
vomiting  and  hiccough  again,  and  the  evacuations  again  be- 
came involuntary.  At  this  juncture  they  sent  for  me  once 
more,  but  I  refused  to  go  aB  there  had  been  so  much  meddling. 
They  sent  again,  and  promised  that  I  should  have  no  interfer- 
ence. I  found  the  pulse  hardly  perceptible,  cold  perspiration 
with  a  foul  odor,  tongue  dark  and  crusted.  I  entertained  very 
little  hope,  but  promised  to  do  what  I  could.  Pursued  a  course 
similar  to  that  followed  before ;  added  a  few  drops  ffuid  extract 
baptisia  to  the  injections,  and  had  them  retained  with  a  com- 
press ;  used  the  former  applications  respectively  over  the  bow- 
els and  stomach ;  and  gave  small  doses  of  a  fluid  extract  prepa- 
ration ot  the  composition  to  sustain  the  heart  and  circulation. 
It  was  a  long,  struggle,  but  I  succeeded  after  several  days  in 
getting  equilibrium  re-established  in  the  system.  I  then  pur- 
sued a  course  similar  to  that  followed  after  the  consultation, 
and  my  patient  gradually  recovered  with  his  arm  saved. 

Elkton^  Mo. 


NEW  THEORY  OF  UTERINE  DISPLACEMENTS. 


Under  this  title,  Geo.  Cowan,  M.  D.,  Danville,  Ky.,  furnishes 
a  lengthy  and  suggestive  article  to  the  American  Practitioner^ 
which  was  read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Society  last  May. 
He  aims  to  prove  that,  in  the  etiology  and  treatment  of  the 
uterine  displacements,  those  forces  which  are  now  regarded  as 
the  principal  supports  of  the  uterus,  are  only  accessory  sup- 
ports. He  considers  that  the  chief  force  that  keeps  the  uterus  * 
in  its  place  in  antagonism  to  the  law  of  grayifey,  is  derived  from 
the  pr.  ssure  of  the  abdominal  viscera  that  overarch  the  organ. 
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and  are  so  projected  against  tt  series  of  plaaes  by  their  suspen- 
sory ligaments,  as  to  fall  into  the  pelvic  cavity  in  front  of  the 
atenis  and  along  sitle  of  it. 
To  support  his  proposition,  he  examines  the  topogram  hy  of 
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sections  of  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  cavities,  using  for  his  pnr- 
pose  plates  from  the  work  of  Prof.  Hodge,  and  one  from  Prof. 
Barnes  after  Briesky.  H.  0.  Lea,  Esqr.,  the  Philadelphia  pub- 
lisher of  those  works,  has  kindly  favored  us  with  the  use  of 
them  on  this  occasion.     Dr.  Cowan  says: 

"In  plate  No.  1,  we  have  displayed  according  to  theory,  'the 
natural  position  of  the  pelvic  viscera.'  It  is  desirable  to  call 
particular  attention  to  the  line  which  represents  the  axis  of 
the  body.  This  line,  commencing  at  the  junction  of  the  sec- 
ond and  third  lumbar  vertebra,  is  let  fall  as  a  perpendicular 
upon  the  symphisis  pubis,  which  it  strikes  upon  the  inner  sur- 
face, passing  through  its  center.  Observe  also  the  angle  which 
the  axis  of  the  vagina  is  represented  as  making  with  the  axis 
of  the  superior  strait  and  uterus,  measuring  about  60  degrees. 
"The  great  space  between  the  rectum  and  uterus,  occupied  by 
a  portion  of  the  small  intestines,  is  also  particularly  noticeable. 
In  plate  No.  2,  we  have  a  posterior  view  of  the  uterus  and  its 
ligaments.  The  section  here  made  through  the  pelvis  must  be 
an  oblique  one,  on  account  of  the  attachment  of  the  broad  lig- 
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aments  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  pelvis,  just  in  front  of  and 
parallel  with  the  anterior  edge  of  the  great  eacro-sciatic  notch. 
In  No.  3,  we  have  a  view  of  the  uterus  and  its  ligaments,  and 
of  the  rectum ;  and  are  supposed  tu  be  looking  from  above 
down  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  so  as  to  see  the  fundus  of  the  uter- 
us presenting  towards  ui  in  the  axis  of  the  superior  strait.  We 
have  also  a  view  of  the  position  of  the  uterine  ligaments,  the 
bladder  and  rectum.  Thus  viewed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  uter- 
us and  broad  ligaments  constitute  a  partition  which  divides 
this  single  cavity  into  two  chambers ;  the  larger  or  anterior  one 
containing  the  bladder  and  the  uterus,  the  posterior  or  smaller 
one  containing  the  rectum.  In  No.  4,  we  have  a  diagram  taken 
from  Prof,  Barnes'  work  after  Briesky,  and  is  termed  by  Prof. 
S.  'a  longitudinal  section  of  the  pelvis.'  It  is  also  a  vertical 
section  like  the  one  of  Prof,  H.,  made  through  the  mesian  line. 
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In  this  diagram  the  utero-rectal  mterspace  is  very  much  smal- 
ler than  in  Prof.  H.'s  diagram:  the  angle  made  by  the  axes  of 
the  vagina  and  of  the  superior  strait  is  much  larger  (about 
eighty-three  degrees),  while  the  bladder  and  uterus  are  repre- 
sented as  lying  packed  closely  together.  Briesky's  diagram  is 
after  an  actual  dissecticn. 

"Now  the  viscera  which  mainly  furnish  the  suppotting  pres- 
sure of  which  I  have  spoken,  are  the  small  intestines,  the  trans- 
verse colon,  the  greater  omentum  and  the  bladder.    The  force 


No.  4. 
of  this  pressure  is  guided  and  controlled  by  a  series  of  planes, 
which  are  made  up  of  various  portions  of  the  inner  surface  of 
the  two  cavities.  They  reflect  it  from  one  to  the  other,  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  finally  presses  backwards  and  upwards  against 
the  obliquely  placed  partition  which  the  uterus  and  its  out- 
stretched broad  ligaments  make  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  A 
pressure  directed  backwards  and  slightly  upwards  against  this 
partition,  or  even  transversely  to  it,  keeping  in  mind  the  ob- 
liquity of  its  plane,  will  support  the  uterus,  somewhat  as  a  kite 
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rides  up  against  a  transverse  or  slightly  ascending  current  of 
air,  or  as  a  buoy  floats  in  water." 

From  tiie  above  data  in  normal  anatomy  the  doctor  proceeds 
to  argue  that  these  impinging  movable  viscera  exert  a  pressure 
that  is,  like  liquids,  transmitted  equally  in  every  direction. 
The  intestinal  coils  glide  about  readily  at  every  muscular  con- 
traction, while  the  bladder  is  a  sort  of  fixed  cushion  wedging 
them  backwards  and  upwards  underneath  the  uterus.  A  con- 
vex plane  is  formed  by  the  lower  dorsal  and  upper  lumbar  ver- 
tebrae, projecting  the  abdominal  viscera  forward  and  downward 
against  a  second  plane,  which  is  formed  of  the  lower  abdominal 
walls  and  the  pubic  bones.  This  second  plane  reflects  the  a- 
bove  pressure  downward  and  backward  against  the  rami  of  the 
ischia  and  upper  floor  of  the  perineum;  whence  it  is  in  turn 
supported  upward  and  backward  by  the  sacrum  and  coccyx^ 
thus  bringing  up  the  uterus  and  its  broad  ligaments. 

In  this  way  the  uterus  becomes  a  sort  of  keystone,  the  press- 
ure )  bearing  underneath  it  as  to  give  it  a  tendency  to  re- 
treat only  in  an  upward  and  forward  direction.  The  uterine 
ligaments  cannot,  as  commonly  supposed,  give  support  to  this 
organ;  for  they  are  all  attaobeu  at  points  too  low  down  to  make 
them  suspensory  while  in  its  natural  position.  Only  when  the 
uterus  has  sunk  downwards  and  forwards  an  inch  and  a  half,  do 
the  ligaments  interfere  -with  its  descent,  up  to  which  time  they 
merely  poise  the  organ  on  its  proper  axis. 

The  doctor  finds  additional  support  for  his  views  in  the  fre- 
quency of  displacements  among  mothers,  when  tt^e  abdominal 
walls  are  more  or  less  pendulous,  allowing  the  viscera  to  fall 
too  far  forward  instead  of  being  reflected  backward  through  the 
second  plane.  The  evacuation  of  the  pregnant  uterus  leaves 
the  abdominal  walls  and  the  pelvic  floor  so  overstretched  and 
distended,  that  the  bearings  of  the  planes  and  the  pressure  01 
the  viscera  are  much  disturbed ;  hence  the  greater  frequency 
of  displacements  at  that  time. 

With  these  views  before  him,  he  advocates  a  neatly  fitting 
abdominal  corset  to  be  worn  for  months  after  delivery.  The 
obstetric  binder  will  not  answer ;  but  an  accurate  bandage  is 
needed  to  give  support  to  the  lower  abdominal  walls,  readjus- 
ted from  time  to  time  till  this  the  second  plane  in  his  theory  is 
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restored  to  its  place  and  tone.  And  a  similar  utero-abdominal 
bandage  he  thinks  should  be  used  in  every  esse  of  displace- 
ment, the  various  pessaries  being  adjusted  thereto.  He  also 
thinks  a  perineal  support  of  hard  rubber  might  be  adjusted. 

Dr.  Cowan^s  views  and  suggestions  are  interesting,  and  his 
essay  may  be  obtained  at  moderate  cost  by  addressing  him  at 
Danville,  Ky. 


A  TYPHO-MALARIAL  EPIDEMIC. 


We  have  had  in  our  section  a  considerable  run  of  what  the 
physicians  are  calling  "Black  Tongue,"  but  which  is  a  severe 
form  of  typhus  with  more  or  less  malarial  complications.  A 
sketch  of  some  cases  that  have  come  into  my  hands  may  not 
be  without  interest. 

The  first  case  I  saw  was  on  the  16th  of  last  September.     The 
patient  was  a  young  man,  and  had  been  sick  three  weeks.    His 
attendant  was  an  allopathic  physician  who  had  given  him  over 
to  die,  and  from  all  appearances  not  without  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve it.     He  had  been  kept  on  considerable  opiates.    He  was 
restless,  half  stupid  and  yet  not  sleeping,  very  feverish,  tongue 
red  and  glassy,  pulse  extremely  feeble,  and  the  strength  re- 
duced to  about  the  lowest  possible  ebb.    I  began  by  evacuat- 
ing the  bowels  with  an  enema  of  ulmus,  lobelia,  and  a  little 
anti-spasmodic  drops,  in  water.     Put  him  on  an  infusion  of 
asclepias,  zingiber  and  a  little  snake  root  and  cypripedium. 
Every  two  hours  gave  a  pill  of  quinine,  capsicum  and  piperine- 
At  such  times  in  the  day  as  the  fever  was  highest,  added  a  lit- 
tle third  preparation  to  the  above  infusion,  and  had  a  warm 
alkaline  sponge-bath  given.   Gave  enough  leptandrin  with  cap- 
sicum to  keep  the  bowels  open.  He  began  to  improve  in  forty - 
eight  hours,  and  continued  to  do  so  without  any  backsets.    The 
treatment  was  modified  and  varied  according  to  the  changing 
conditions,  in  ways  well  known  to  Physio-Medicalists.   In  thxee 
weeks  he  was  able  to  assist  in  waiting  upon  other  members  of 
the  family  who  were  down  with  the  same  disease. 

There  were,  in  all,  ten  patients  sick  in  this  family,  though 
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not  more  than  four  were  down  at  any  one  time.  The  attack 
came  on  with  a  dull  headache  and  lisflessness,  and  they  would 
lounge  about  for  several  days,  and  then  would  pass  into  fever- 
ishness  with  a  brown  tongue  and  great  nervous  prostration. 

One  of  the  patients,  a  young  man,  began  in  this  stupefied 
way :  and  in  a  few  days  not  only  was  the  tongue  black,  but  the 
incrustation  in  a  few  days  spread  over  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
and  into  the  throat,  until  the  whole  had  the  appearance  of  a 
great  black  seal.  He  was  unable  to  speak  for  two  weeks,  be- 
came very  deaf,  and  had  enlargement  of  the  parotid  and  sub- 
lingual glands  till  he  could  scarcely  swallow.  He  was  coma- 
tose part  of  the  time,  and  the  face  a  deep  crimson,  each  day, 
with  high  fever;  and  then  the  fever  would  remit  with  a  moder- 
ate perspiration  for  a  few  hours.  The  discharges  from  the  bow- 
els were  black ;  and  about  the  third  week  alvine  hemorrhages 
set  in,  with  blood  as  black  as  soot  coming  away  in  clots.  I 
carried  him  through  much  on  the  same  course  as  in  the  first 
case,  using  enemas  to  check  the  hemorrhage.    He  is  now  well. 

SunnyBide^  Ga.  John  Murphy. 


A  CASE  OF  SUPPOSED  APOPLEXY. 


Mr.  A.,  aged  40,  from  Holland,  a  marketer  and  therefore  a 
very  early  riser,  had  been  under  medical  care  for  six  mouths 
for  chronic  gastritis.  One  morning  last  summer  he  failed  t«> 
make  his  appearance  at  the  breakfast  table.  The  landlady  be- 
came alarmed,  and  about  9  o'clock  forced  open  his  bed-room, 
having  called  in  some  of  the  neighbors. 

The  man  was  found  sitting  bolstered  up  in  bed,  and  appar- 
ently dead.  They  could  feel  no  pulse  at  the  wrist,  and  there 
-were  no  signs  of  life  except  warmth  of  the  flesh.  His  doctor 
-w^as  sent  for,  and  got  there  at  10  o'clock;  but  told  the  landlady 
it  was  too  late,  and  nothing  could  be  done  for  him,  and  left  the 
honse. 

I  was  called  in  at  11  o'clock,  and  found  the  man  in  the  above 
condition.  Ordered  third  preparation  of  lobelia,  one  part  to 
four  parts  of  water,  to  be  given  by  enema  and  repeated  every 
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two  hours.  Returned  at  six  in  the  evening,  and  found  they  had 
given  him  but  two  injections,  discontinuing  them  because  they 
did  not  move  the  bowels.  Ordered  the  enemas  repeated,  ex- 
plaining that  motion  of  the  bowels  was  not  what  I  particularly 
aimed  at  in  using  them.  Another  was  given,  and  I  remained 
for  an  hour.  Suddenly  he  leaned  forward  and  vomited,  eject- 
ing a  substance  that  looked  like  crumbs  of  dough,  so  dry  that 
it  did  not  even  moisten  any  thing  it  came  in  contact  with 
Some  of  it  flew  half  way  across  the  room. 

Her  then  settled  back  in  the  bed  and  did  indeed  seem  dead ; 
and  bystanders  said  the  vomiting:  was  his  death-struggle;  I 
had  the  same  injections  repeated,  leaving  the  patient  aboutten 
o'clock  that  night.  Three  more  injections  were  given  without 
causing  any  more  nausea.  About  4  a.  m.  he  '*came  to,  "but  did 
not  recover  consciousness  till  10  A.  m.  His  doctor  called  about 
9  o'clock,  and  said  he  would  not  have  been  more  surprised  had 
he  seen  a  dead  man  rise  from  his  grave.  Mr.  A.  afterwards  told 
me  that  he  had  for  some  time  felt  a  hard  lump  in  his  stomach, 
and  had  told  his  physician  it  would  kill  him  if  it  was  not  re- 
moved.   The  lump  was  now  gone. 

San  Francisco.  L.  B.  Hoag,  m.  d. 


ALUMNI  MEETING. 


Thrrb  was  a  meeting  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Physio  Medigai. 
Institute  at  the  hall  of  the  college  on  March  2nd.  1880.  B.  A. 
Wright  was  permanent  Chairman,  H.  P.  Nelson  elected  Sec- 
retary. 

The  members  of  the  graduating  class  of  the  present  session 
were  formally  entered  into  the  profession,  taking  a  pledge  in 
.  most  solemn  form  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  Sanative  Med- 
ication, to  sustain  the  honor  and  promote  the  welfare  of  their 
Alma  Mater  on  all  occasions,  and  to  sustain  one  another  ia  all 
honorable  ways. 

Among  the  other  business  transacted,  was  a  discussion  of  the 
question  of  recognizing  diplomas  obtained  by  a  system  of  pur- 
chase without  proper  education.    All  recognized  the  necessity 
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there  is  of  freeing  the  graduates  of  the  Institute  from  the  dis- 
grace of  sach  contamination,  as  the  name  of  Physio-Medical 
was  too  oftjBu  connected  with  diplomas  of  this  kind.  A  com- 
mittee of  two  was  ordere  ,  who  should  report  to  this  meeting 
some  recommendation  for  action.  The  chair  appointed  W.  H. 
Cook  and  W.  M.  Fletcher  such  committee;  and  they  subsequent- 
ly made  the  following  report : 

WJiereas^  It  is  a  fact  well  known  that  diplomas  are  issued 
in  the  name  of  Physio-Medicalism,  which  are  virtually  sold 
and  without  regard  to  buitable  instruction  or  to  the  professional 
qualifications  of  those  receiving  them,  therefore 

Hesolvedj  That  we  repudiate  all  such  selling  and  buying  of 
'college  credentials,  pronouncing  such  acts  wholly  dishonorable. 
jResolved,  That  we  will  refuse  to  countenance  or  to  affiliate 
professionally  with  those  who  either  sell  or  buy  diplomas ;  and 
will  use  all  honorable  means  to  expose  their  real  position  to  the 
public. 

These  resolutions  to  apply  to  diploma  sellers  and  diploma 
buyers  of  any  and  all  schools  whatever,  for  such  traffic  is  alike 
nefarious  in  all. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously  adopted. 
The  subject  of  a  National  P.-M.  Convention  was  also  discus- 
sed; and  it  was  considered  very  desirable  to  hold  such  a  con- 
vention as  soon  as  it  could  be  properly  arranged  for,  and  that 
it  should  be  composed  of  none  but  graduates  and  on  the  basis 
of  a  system  of  equable  representation.  It  was  ordered  that  the 
JSresident  appoint  an  alumnus  resident  in  each  State,  to  act  as 
Br  committee  for  this  Society  in  corresponding  with  the  alumni 
on  the  subject  of  a  National  Oonventiom,  whose  work  would 
supplement  and  not  interfere  with  the  work  of  State  or  other 
Societies.  The  President  is  to  report  this  committee  at  his 
convenience. 

The  President  was  also  ordered  to  appoint  an  alumnus  to  de- 
liver an  address  at  the  meeting  of  1881,  to  report  such  appoint- 
ment at  his  convenience. 

After  a  pleasant  and  extremely  enthusiastic  session,  the  So- 
ciety adjourned  .to  meet  at  the  close 'of  the  session  of  1881,  on 
c^dl  of  the  President. 

H.  P.  Nelson,    Sec. 
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NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNAECOLOGY. 


PosT-PARTUM  Hemorrhage. — At  a  meeting  of  the  N.  Y.  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  Dr.  I.  E.  Taylor  advocated  spanking  the 
child's  back  after  delivery  of  the  sholduers,  as  a  measure  to  ex- 
cite uterine  contractions  and  arrest  post-partum  hemorrhage. 
The  breech  and  extremities  are  to  remain  in  the  vagina, — ^for 
twenty  minutes  or  more,  if  necessary.  If  hemorrhage  occurred 
afler  the  delivery  of  the  placenta,  the  abdomen  was  to  be  ex- 
posed and  then  flagellated  with  "powerful  and  quickly  repeat- 
ed" strokes  of  a  towel  doubled  and  wet  in  cold  water.  Now, 
suppose  that  spanked  child  should  suddenly  straighten  itself 
out  and  the  feet  be  in  utero,  would  not  a  fatal  uterine  rupture 
be  pretty  sure  to  follow?  The  uncontracting  uterus  which 
brings  these  dangerous  hemorrhages,  is  too  frequently  depend- 
ent on  exhausting  the  organ  by  using  ergot,  and  clapping  on 
the  forceps  to  hurry  delivery.  Dr.  Fallen  realized  this  when 
he  spoke  of  examining  the  cervix. to  see  if  it  were  torn,  some 
cases  requiring  a  stitch  or  two  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage.  Poor 
butchered  woman ! 


Menstrual  Precocity. — Dr.  Stocton  refers  to  a  German  girl, 
a  twin,  whose  breasts  commenced  growing  at  six  months.  At 
one  year,  the  menses  appeared  lasting  three  days  every  month, 
except  that  they  were  absent  one  month  at  her  fifth  year.  At 
eight  years  she  was  very  robust,  weighing  92|-  pounds,  and 
measuring  around  the  body  25  inches.  Her  twin  sister  pre- 
senting no  peculiarity  from  any  other  girl  of  her  age. —  Ya.  Med. 
Monthly^  from  Madrid  Reviata  de  Medicina. 


Meddlesome  Midwifery. — ^The  venerable  Dr.  H.  Gibbons,  ot 
San  Francisco,  relates  the  following :  "  I  was  once  summoned 
to  assist  in  a  forceps  case.  I  found  the  physician  with  the  in- 
strument in  hand,  and  waiting  only  for  me  to  be  present  to  ad- 
minister the  chloroform.  Without  asking  my  opinion,  he  pro- 
ceeded hurriedly  to  introduce  the  forceps  as  the  woman  lay  on 
her  side,  and  when  he  came  to  the  second  blade,  he  actually 
lifted  her  with  his  left  hand  under  her  hip — for  he  was  a  strong 
man — whilst  forcing  the  instrument  to  its  place  with  the  other 


Notes  on  Obstetrics  and  Qyncecology,  125 

hand.  He  then  dragged  the  child  forth  with  violence,  and  threw 
it  aside  to  my  keeping.  It  was  still  born,  but  breathed  freely 
after  resort  to  the  proper  means.  It  died,  however, 'in  a  few 
days,  and  the  mother  followed  it,  succumbing  to  inflammation. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  here  that  both  mother  and  child  were 
killed  by  the  forceps,  though  the  inanimate  steel  was  not  re- 
sponsible." 


Removing  Cancer  op  the  Cervix. — Messrs  Wm.  Wood  &  Co. 
have  reprinted,  in  pamphlet  form,  Dr.  Sims'  admirable  paper 
on  this  topic.  The  doctor  says :  "  Take  it  all  in  all,  I  have  been 
so  unfortunate  in  my  experiments  with  the  electro-cautery  that 
I  have  for  some  time  abandoned  it  altogether.  About  this  J 
have  no  regrets,  as  I  have  gotten  rid  of  a  troublesome,  expen- 
sive, and  unreliable  apparatus ;  and  substituted  for  it  a  method 
which  gives  less  trouble,  is  more  efficient  in  execution,  and 
more  certain  in  results."  His  plan,  which  he  is  gracious  enough 
to  acknowledge  he  learned  from  those  whom  he  is  pleased  to 
call  charlatans,  is  thus  given :  It  is  not  to  amputate,  but  to 
exsect  the  whole  of  the  diseased  tissue,  following  it  up  to  the 
body  of  the  uterus  if  necessary ;  and  when  all  is  done  that  can 
be  done  by  knife  and  scissors,  then  caustic  strong  enough  to 
produce  a  slough  is  applied,  and  allowed  to  remain  till  the 
slough  comes  away."  His  caustic  is  a  solution  of  zinc  chloride 
(3  V  to  5  j)  on  cotton.  The  details  of  a  number  of  highly  in- 
structive cases  are  given. 


PxTERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. — Prof.  T.  R  Colemau  has  a  lecture 
on  this  subject,  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly  for  March. 
He  advises  to  "bleed  at  once,"  to  the  amount  of  "15,  20,  30,  or 
even  40  ounces  of  blood,"  without  so  much  as  waiting  for  the 
convulsions  to  come  on.  Then  follow  with  tincture  veratrum , 
ten-drop  doses;  and  in  a  rhapsody  over  these  large  doses  he 
queries  whether  some  of  the  terrible  poisons  may  not  end  phys- 
ical ills  as  perfectly  as  ^he  Balm  of  Gilead  ends  moral  ills.  We 
are  confident  they  will,  and  in  the  same  way, — translation  to 
the  other  world.  "Lay  your  hand  on  the  heart"  with  a  few 
doses  of  veratrum,  and  all  that  woman's  physical  ills  will  come 
to  an  end.    Then  follows  chloroform,  which,  "by  supersession, 
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gives  no  room  in  the  spinal  cord  for  the  expression  in  convul- 
sions."  In  other  words,  the  disease  provoking  the  convulsions 
by  way  of  the  spinal  cord  is  superseded  by  the  asthenic  condi- 
tion of  the  cord  occupied  by  chloroform.  This  is  the  tn  e  *'allo- 
pathic"  doctrine, — one  disease  to  cure  another.  The  doctor 
congratulates  himself  on  this  methcd  losing  only  25  per  cent, 
of  these  convulsive  cases.  We  do  not  question  his  sincerity  or 
his  humanity;  but  when  Physio- Medicalists  can  point  out  an 
entirely  different  way,  which  never  loses  a  case^  why  do  he  and 
his  associates  reject  this  better  way  in  scorn,  and  use  unseemly 
epithets  toward  those  who  secure  this  greater  success  ? 


Labok  Obstructed  by  Hydatid. — ^The  Medical  Herald  quotes 
a  case  from  the  Australian  Medical  Journal.  A  mother  in  labor 
with  her  fourth  child,  had  the  foetal  descent  arrested  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  vagina  by  a  tumor  in  the  posterior  wall.  Tumor 
hard,  yet  with  some  fluctuation,  base  2^  inches  broad.  A  fine 
trocar  was  put  into  the  mass  at  different  points,  each  time  draw- 
ing off  a  little  fluid.  When  the  tumor  was  thus  sufficiently  re- 
duced, delivery  was  completed.  The  fluid  was  found  to  be  hy- 
datid,— from  the  presence  of  tape- worm  germs. 


NOTES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY. 


Exhibiting  Guaiacum. — It  is  very  difficult  to  exhibit  guaiae- 
nm  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  combining  its  spirituous 
preparations  wiih  other  fluids  in  mixture.  Dr.  Cameron  finds 
that  the  officinal  tincture,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  liquor  potassa,  makes  a  perfectly  clear  solution  which 
may  be  mixed  with  water  in  all  proportions.  He  suggests  fif- 
teen drops  of  each  added  to  one  drachm  of  glycerine,  and  then 
enough  cinnamon  water  to  complete  an  ounce. 


Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning. — At  the  N.  Y.  Clinical  Society, 
Dr.  Smith  reported  a  case  where  an  abscess  was  opened  on  the 
knee  of  a  young  man,  and  the  cavity  washed  out  with  a  one-to- 
thirty  solution  of  carbolic  acid.    The  patient  at  once  complain- 
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ed  of  faintness,  and  fell  back  pulseless.  Six  hours  after  the 
shock  the  pulse  was  very  feeble  and  the  pupils  dilated.  It  took 
a  long  time  to  bring  him  to  the  norm.  A  number  of  other  cases 
were  reported  by  physicians  present,  all  showing  that  great 
danger  may  arise  from  washing  out  wounds  and  cavities  with 
solution  of  carbolic  acid. 


Turkish  Baths. — Dr.  Hemming  informs  the  world,  through 
the  Archives  of  Dermatology,  that  from  a  study  of  the  effects 
of  the  Turkish  bath  he  concludes.  "  1.  The  temperature  of  the 
body  and  pulse  rate  are  raised.  2.  Respiration  falls  at  first,  but 
afterwards  is  less  influenced.  3.  The  urine  is  increased  in  den- 
sity. 4.  The  principal  effect  upon  the  arterial  tension  seems 
to  be  an  increase  produced  by  the  greater  rapidity  of  the  heart 
action,  combined  with  the  dilated  or  gorged  condition  of  the 
capillary  circulation.  Hence  its  most  important  effect  is  the 
stimulation  of  the  emunctory  action  of  the  skin."  Lilcky  that 
word  "hence"  was  put  in,  else  mankind  would  have  failed  to 
learn  that  so  much  "study"  on  Dr.  Flemming's  part  had  taught 
him  that  a  ^team  bath  would  sweat  a  man. 


The  Audiphone.— Not  a  medicine,  but  a  hoped-for  remedy 
for  deafness.  From  our  first  examinations  we  opined  favorably, 
but  later  examinations  are  not  so  encouraging.  We  notice  sim- 
ilar experience  published  in  the  medical  and  secular  press.  A 
correspondent  of  the  WeBtern  Christian  Advocate  considers 
himself  quite  deceived  in  having  purchased  an  instrument  from 
seeing  an  advertisement  in  that  paper.  The  Chicago  Medical 
Examiner  says :  "Messrs  Sharp  &  Sons  have  been  carefully 
testing  the  audiphone  for  several  weeks,  but  thus  far  they  have 
not  found  any  patients  benefited  by  it.  Out  of  150  cases  of 
deafness  in  which  they  have  given  it  a  trial,  they  report  that 
not  a  single  one  has  noticed  any  benefit  in  its  use."  The  den- 
taphone  is  on  the  same  principal  as  the  audiphone. 


AscLEPiAs  CuRRASAVicA. — Dr.  Hausen,  in  the  Therapeutic 
OazettCj  says  this  Jamaica  plant  is  called  Blood-fiower  there, 
from  its  efficiency  in  arresting  hemorrhages.  In  a  case  of  nearly 
hopeless  hemorrhoids,  a  single  injection  of  the  juice  of  the 
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flowers  was  given,  by  which  the  patient  was  "perfectly  cured." 
A  gonorrheal  case,  which  the  doctor  faile.d  to  cure  after  treat 
ing  it  twelve  months  (I)  was  made  "perfectly  well"  on  using  a 
decoction  of  the  stalks  and  leaves  five  or  six  daysi  He  cures 
old  gleets  by  it  with  marvellous  suddenness,  and  think-"  it  may 
prove  equally  useful  in  leucorrhea.  Dr.  Wright  finds  it  a  prime 
vermifuge,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic ;  and  in  large  doses  a  mild 
emetic  and  purgative.  We  look  cautiously  on  astounding  ac- 
counts of  new  remedies  given  in  journals  published  from  drug 
houses.  A  reliable  account  of  this  agent  is  given  in  our  P.-M. 
Dispensatory. 


Licorice  and  Kesinoids. — ^We  see  it  asserted  that  euonymin, 
leptandrin  and  podophyllin  become  practically  inert  when  lic- 
orice is  used  in  making  them  into  pill  mass. 


Sunflower  for  Intermittents. — A  St.  Petersburg  journal,  as 
quoted  by  "New  Remedies,"  says  P.  Filatow  has  found  the 
stem  of  the. common  sunflower  as  good  as  quinine  in  intermit- 
tents. The  stem  is  cut  up  and  macerated  in  some  liquor,  and 
this  tincture  is  given  in  tablespoonful  doses  three  times  a  day, 
or  at  suitable  intervals  before  the  paroxysms. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 


Shoulder  Amputation. — In  cases  of  amputation  at  the  shoul- 
der joint  that  have  come  under  my  observation,  I  have  noticed 
the  chief  difficulty  of  the  operation  to  consist  in  controlling  the 
hemorrhage  attending  it^  necessitating  the  aid  of  a  quick  and 
competent  assistant.  I  have  twice,  in  performing  this  opera- 
tion, adopted  a  method  which  renders  it  almost  a  bloodless  one. 
I  lay  a  piece  of  calico  bandage  across  the  chest  and  upper  part 
of  the  shoulder,  and  then  fix  an  india-rubber  cord  or  tourni- 
quet round  the  shoulder  over  the  bandage;  this  effectually  com- 
presses the  axillary  artery.  In  order  to  prevent  the  india-rubber 
from  slipping,  an  assistant  takes  both  ends  of  the  bandage  and 
holds  them  across  the  chest.  If  called  upon  to  repeat  the  oper- 
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ation,  I  would  pass  a  calico  bandage  under  the  india-rubber 
cord,  hehind  as  well  as  in  front  of  the  shoulder,  then  tie  the 
four  ends  together,  and  thus  dispense  with  the  help  of  an  as- 
sistant.— Dr.  Edwin  Moore^ — London  Lancet. 


The  Bbst  Vehicle. — An  anecdote  is  told  of  a  physicion  who 
was  called  to  a  foreign  family  to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  incipi- 
ent consumption.  He  gave  them  a  prescription  for  pills,  and 
wrote  the  direction :  "  One  pill  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day, 
in  any  convenient  vehicle."  The  family  looked  into  the  dic- 
tionary to  get  at  the  meaning  of  the  presciption.  They  got  on 
well  until  they  reached  the  word  vehicle.  They  found  "  cart, 
wagon,  carriage,  buggy,  wheelbarrow."  After  grave  consider- 
ation, they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  doctor  meant  the 
patient  should  ride  out,  and  while  in  the  vehicle  he  should  take 
a  pill.  He  followed  the  advice  to  the  letter,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  the  fresh  air  and  exercise  secured  the  advantage  that 
otherwise  might  not  have  come. 


Nbrve-stretchhstg  in  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Massing  relates  the 
case  of  a  woman,  sixty  years  of  age,  wlio  suffered  for  some 
years  from  fearful  facial  neuralgia,  almost  every  branch  of  the 
fifth  pair  being  implicated.  No  remedy  had  afforded  other  than 
temporary  alleviation,  and  when  she  came  under  the  care  of 
the  reporter,  he  determined  to  try  the  effect  of  stretching  the 
supra-orbital  nerve  as  being  the  only  one  of  those  implicated 
that  was  accessible.  This  was  done  January  30, 1879,  the  nerve 
hanging  in  a  loop  outside  the  orbit,  and  from  that  time  all  the 
most  terrible  symptoms  ceased,  and  the  patient  progressed 
so  that  by  October  6  she  was  pronounced  entirely  well,  having 
undergone  a  relapse  in  April,  brought  on  by  a  cold,  which  a 
few  eight-grain  doses  of  quinia  cured. — Med.  Times  and  Oaz. 


The  New  Anesthetic,  Bromide  of  Ethyl. — Dr.  K.  J.  Levis 
gives  the  results  of  his  observations  as  to  the  anaesthetic  prop- 
erties of  this  drug.  It  is  characterized  by  rapidity  of  action 
and  quick  recovery  from  its  effects.  It  does  not  influence  the 
circulation  to  any  marked  extent,  nor  is  there  the  same  danger 
from  cerebral  anaemia  and  fatal  syncope  as  is  seen  when  chlo- 
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roform  is  used.  In  its  effects  on  the  respiration,  bromide  of 
ethyl  resembles  ether  more  than  chloroform,  producing  only 
ordinary  anaesthetic  sleep.  Nausea  and  vomiting  are  less  fre. 
quent  than  with  other  anaesthetics.  Its  odor,  resembles  some- 
what  that  of  chloroform,  although  it  is  less  agreeable.  It  also 
possesses  an  advantage  over  chloroform  in  being  entirely  elim- 
inated through  the  lungs.  There  is  less  tendency  to  struggle 
and  to  general  excitement,  when  the  bromide  is  used,  than 
when  the  other  anaesthetics  mentioned  are  employed.  Anaes- 
thesia is  generally  produced  by  this  drug  in  from  two  to  three 
minutes,  and  the  quantity  necessary  to  produce  this  result  is 
from  one  to  eleven  drachms. — Reprint  from  Phil,  Med.  Times. 


Case  of  Dilation  of  the  Stomach. — ^The  topical  treatment 
of  certain  diseases  of  the  stomach,  when  accompanied  by  obsti- 
nate vomiting,  as  first  suggested  by  Kussmaul  and  Leube  in 
in  Germany,  is  illustrated  by  a  successful  case  which  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  Dr.  W.  Sweddin,  of  Beith.  The  patient,  aged 
forty-eight,  during  an  attack  of  Scarlatina  in  1854,  had  com- 
plained of  a  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  was  confined  to  a  small 
spot  about  the  size  of  the  end  of  one's  finger,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  general  dyspeptic  symptoms.    Some  time  in  1855, 
or  a  year  after  the  first  symptoms  made  their  appearance,  he 
began  to  vomit,  and  did  so  several  times  a  day  for  many  months 
in  succession.   He  was  incapacitated  from  woJ*king  each  year, 
for  a  period  extending  from  eight  weeks  to  eight  months.    Va- 
rious drugs  had  been  employed,  among  others,  bismuth,  both 
in  solid  and  liquid  form,  strychnia  and  iron,  citrate  of  magne- 
sia, etc.,  each  of  which  only  gave  him  temporary  relief.   When 
seen  in  April,  1876,  there  were  distinct  evidences  of  dilatation 
of  the  stomach.    He  vomited  several  times  every  other  day, 
often  so  much  as  a  basinful  at  a  time,  and  it  was  so  sour  that 
it  felt  as  if  "  it  would  take  the  skin  off"  is  mouth."  The  vomited 
matter  commenced  to  ferment  if  allowed  to  stand  for  a  short 
time,  and  when  a  small  quantity  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  was  ad- 
ded, active  effervescence  would  take  place.    The  bowels  were 
so  much  constipated  that  it  was  often  necessary  to  use  enemata. 
The  pain  was  worse  over  the  hypochondriac  and  inguinal  re- 
gions, and  sometimes  worst  of  all,  over  the  lower  dorsal  verte- 
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brae.  He  was  unable  to  work.  The  treatment  with  the  syphon 
stomach-tube  was  commenced  on  April  30th.  The  instrument 
employed  was  a  gum-elastic  tube  from  the  ordinary  bivalve 
stomach-pump.  Retching  was  at  first  caused  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  tube,  and  a  pint  of  sour  turbid  fluid  flowed  through 
the  syphon,  which  felt  very  hot.  A  solution  of  carljonate  of 
soda  (3  i.  to  Oi.)  was  then  injected  into  the  organ.  On  the  next 
day  there  was  marked  improvement,  and  when  the  instrument, 
on  the  visit  that  day,  was  introducd,  there  was  not  so  much 
tendency  to  vomit  as  before.  Up  to  May  16th  the  tube  was 
employed ;  he  had  been  quite  free  from  pain  for  over  a  week, 
and  felt  much  better  than  he  had  at  any  time  for  the  previous 
six  months.  The  tube  was  introduced  for  a  period  extending 
over  a  little  more  than  two  months,  sometimes  every  other  day 
and  later  every  third  day.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  felt  quite 
well  and  was  able  to  resume  work. — British  Medical  Journal. 


Success  nr  Phthisis. — ^The  Medical  Herald  for  March  gives 
a  report,  from  Dr.  Knott,  of  a  lady  exhibiting  all  the  signs  of 
pulmonary  consumption  rapidly  advancing  with  sore  throat, 
severe  cough,  poor  appetite  and  digestion,  diarrhea,  emacia- 
tion, profuse  expectoration,  catarrhal  ulceration,  etc.  A  vege- 
tarian, she  was  ordered  to  use  animal  food ;  and  most  of  the 
medicine  was  by  atomization,  the  most  efficacious  article  being 
a  cold  infusion  of  wild  cherry  bark.  From  a  condition  almost 
hopeless,  she  has  been  recovering  rapidly.  We  have  used  atom- 
ization by  prunus  with  admirable  eff'ects,  in  many  cases  of  lar- 
yngeal origin ;  also  dioscorea,  caulophyllum,  etc.,  as  mentioned 

in  our  Practice. 
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Ohio  Physio-Medical  Society. — ^This  Society  will  meet  in  To- 
ledo, May  11th,  1880..  Membership  is  limited  to  graduates  of 
a  Physio-Medical  College  in  good  standing,  or  those  licensed  by 
the  Society  on  examination.  Members  are  required  to  subscribe 
to  and  remain  professionally  consistent  with  the  known  doc- 
trines and  practices  of  Physio  Medicalism.  A  very  important 
meeting  is  expected,  friends  in  Ohio  are  invited  to  attend  and 
apply  for  membership.  Friends  in  other  States  cordially  invi- 
ted.    Call  at  73  Madison  Street,  Room  6.— B.  A.  Wright,  Pres. 


Editorial   Department, 


COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES. 


The  twentieth  annual  lecture  session  in  the  Phtsio  Medical 
Institute  closed  with  appropriate  exercises  on  the  evening  of 
March  2nd.  An  address  m  behalf  of  the  Graduating  Class  was 
given  by  Dr.  C.  L.  Law ;  and  a  closing  address  for  the  Faculty 
by  Prof.  W.  F.  Tait.  Both  were  thoughtful  and  timely  produc- 
tions, deserving  of  careful  perusal  and  reflection.  They  will 
probably  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet. 

This  session  has  been  a  pleasant  and  an  encouraging  one* 
The  gentlemen  in  attendance  were  hard-working  students,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  close.  Faculty  and  students  alike  feel 
that  the  twentieth  lecture  term  has  opened  a  new  epoch,  aod 
one  that  promises  a  bright  future  for  Sanative  Medication. 
The  following  gentlemen  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine : 

Thomas  M.  Baker,        ....  Texas. 

Samuel  Danielson,  .        .        .  Missouri. 

John  J.  Fambach,        ....  Ohio. 

Oliver  Fletcher,    ....  Ohio. 

William  M.  Fletcher,        .        .        .  Ohio. 

Channing  L.  Law,   ....  Ohio. 

Hablie  V.  Lewis,        ....  Illinois. 

Alva  T.  McKinney,        .        .        .  Kentucky. 

Robert  L.  Mitchell,    ....  Kentucky. 

Hugh  P.  Nelson,    ....  Ohio. 

Alva  0.  Puckett,        ....  Illinois. 

James  S.  Smith Indiana. 

The  next  session  will  begin  Thursday,  October,  14th,  1880, 
to  continue  twenty  weeks.  An  unusually  large  number  of  stu- 
dents is  preparing  for  it,  and  it  promises  to  be  much  the  largtst 
class  ever  held  in  the  Institute. 
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Messrs  McMillan  &  Oo.,  London  and  New  York,  have  laid 
on  our  table  the  third  edition  of  Dr.  M.  Foster's  Text  Book  of 
Physiology*  Dr.  Foster  writes  from  the  stand-point  of  morph- 
ologists,  building  chiefly  from  the  chemical  composition  of  tis- 
sues, and  the  chemical  source  of  the  income  of  energy.  Vitality 
as  an  individual  force  does  not  enter  into  his  calculations.  In 
this  we  are  quite  at  variance  with  his  opinions.  But  he  is  far 
from  being  an  extremist  in  his  views;  and  no  where  have  we 
seen  a  clear  recognition  of  a  vital  power  more  neatly  summed 
up  than  in  the  section  on  the  Vital  Phenomena  of  the  Circula- 
tion.   The  doctor  says :  . 

"  All  the  essential  phenomena  we  have  studied  may  be  re- 
produced on  a  dead  model.  Such  an  unvarying  vascular  system 
would,  however,  be  useless  in  a  living  body  whose  actions  were ' 
at  all  complicated.  The  prominent  feature  of  a  living  mechan- 
ism, is  the  power  of  adapting  itself  to  changes  in  its  internal 
and  external  circumstances.  The  well-constructed  machine 
might  work  with  beautiful  regularity ;  but  its  regulations  would 
be  its  destruction.  The  same  quantity  of  blood  would  always 
flow  in  the  same  steady  stream  through  each  and  every  tissue 
and  organ,  irrespective  of  local  and  general  wants.  The  brain 
and  the  stomach,  whether  at  work  and  needing  much,  or  at  rest 
and  needing  little,  would  receive  their  ration  of  blood,  allotted 
with  pernicious  monotony.  Just  the  same  amount  of  blood 
would  pass  through  the  skin  on  the  hottest  as  on  the  coldest 
day.    Such  a  rigid  system  does  not  exist  in  living  beings." 

In  the  presentation  of  the  latest  and  the  most  serviceable 
facts,  the  work  is  peculiarly  rich;  and  the  author  is  also  de- 
cidedly happy  in  his  freedom  from  tedium  on  useless  details 
and  omission  of  so  very  little  that  a  book  for  students  needs  to 
teach.  We  would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  in  it  a  full  pre- 
sentation of  the  action  of  alcohol  on  the  tissues.  The  style  is 
scholarly,  and  the  volume  a  thoroughly  welcome  one.  Cincin- 
nati, R.  Clarke  &  Co.    $  2.50. 

The  Clinical  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  Women^  by  Dr.  J. 
Mathews  Duncan,  will  challenge  attention,  both  from  the  posi- 
tion of  the  author  and  the  thoughts  he  offers.    There  is  much 
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'  with  which  we  do  not  agree ;  but  there  is  much  more  to  admire, 
to  reflect  upon,  to  profit  by.  The  lectures  on  Painful  Sitting, 
Missed  Abortion,  and  Ovaritis,  are  admirable  clinical  presen- 
tations ;  while  that  on  spasmodic  dysmenorrhea  is  a  practica- 
volume  in  itself.  It  is  fresh,  from  titl,e  to  finis ;  and  withal  in- 
dependent and  thoroughly  honest.  Such  a  work  enlarges  and 
strengthens  professional  thought.  Philadelphia,  H.  0.  Lea; 
Cincinnati,  R.  Clarke  &  Co.     $  2.00 

Students  perplexed  in  understanding  the  foundation  princi- 
ples of  Chemistry,  will  find  admirable  help  in  Dr.  LeflFman's 
"First  Steps  in  Chemistry."  It  gives  an  excellent  presentation 
of  notation,  nomenclature,  atomicity,  reactions,  etc.  Philadel- 
phia; Edward  Stern  &  Co.     50  cents.  • 

Brain-work  and  Over-work^  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  is  another 
in  the  series  of  Dr.  Keene's  "  Health  Primers."  It  is  an  excel- 
lent little  treatise,  full  of  good  sense,  and  deserving  of  the  most 
careful  study  of  parents,  teachers,  and  advanced  scholars.  The 
constitution  of  many  students  would  be  saved  from  wreakage, 
if  the  facts  and  rules  here  given  were  known  and  heeded.  The 
latest  in  the  series  is  Our  Homes^  by  Dr.  H.  Hartshorne.  It 
deals  with  the  position,  light,  shade,  heating,  ventilation,  water 
supply,  and  drainage  of  the  house.  It  is  admirable  throughout, 
and  of  the  highest  sanitary  value  to  families.  Every  household 
in  the  land  should  possess  these  valuable  '^  Health  Primers." 
Philadelphia,  Presley  Blackiston ;  Cincinnati,  JR.  Clarke  &  Co. 
50  cents  each. 

As  one  reads  Scrihner^a  Maffazine  month  by  month,  he  coa- 
tinues  to  be  surprised  at  its  elegance,  vaiiety,  abundance  of  il- 
lustration, and  cheapness.  The  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  begun 
in  the  February  number,  is  itself  worth  the  co&t  of  the  volume; 
and  the  papers  on  "Small  Fruits'^  are  all  gems.  Then  there  are 
the  excellent  stories,  poems,  editorials,  scientific  notes,  and  oth- 
er matter,  full  of  attractions.  No  wonder  "Scribner"  has  taken 
the  lead  among  the  monthlies,  and  has  gained  a  heavy  circula- 
tion in  Europe.  A  ^ew  volume  begins  with  May.  The  pub- 
lishers announce  that  those  who  wish  to  date  their  subscriptions 
with  last  November,  to  secure  tiiem  the  whole  of  Peter  the 
Great,  Small  Fruits,  The  Grandissemes,  etc.,  will  receive  from 
Nov.  to  April  bound  in  cloth.  $  4.00  a  year. 
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The  Art  Journal,  published  by  Cassell,  Fetter  &  Galpin,has 
much  improved  of  late.  Its  illustrations  are  excellent,  and  the 
applications  of  art  to  manufactures  are  suggestive.  Without 
running  to  "high  art"  adapted  only  to  the  wealthy  few,  it  ia  a 
cultured  art  journal  for  the  many.  London  and  New  York.  $2.75 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— ^Dr.  Phillips,  England,  recently  recovered  $  80.000  for  in- 
injuries  received  on  a  railway.  "^ 

— ^It  is  reported  that  40.000  persons  have  died  of  diphtheria  in 
Austria  within  the  last  few  months.  If  Rokitansky's  advice  is 
followed,  to  apply  a  60  per  cent,  solution  of  chloral  hydrate, 
no  wonder  the  deaths  are  so  many. 

— The  National  Board  of  Health  finds  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  white  blood  corpuscle  is  the  essential  pathological  change 
in  yellow  lever,  which  is  equal  to  the  Irish  girl  finding  that  the 
low  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was  the  cause  of  its  being  so 
cold.  Those  white  corpuscles  should  be  ashamed  of  themselves 
for  getting  so  fat.  Means  should  be  devised  for  putting  an  end 
to  such  shameless  conduct  on  their  part;  but  don't  disturb  the 
privies  and  pig-sties  in  the  yellow- fever  districts, /or  that  would 
only  make  a  bad  smell. 

— Dr.  Mills,  Canada,  reports  a  mortality  of  nearly  70  per  cent, 
in  typhoid  fever  at  Hamilton  in  1879  I  Much  of  this  he  attrib- 
utes to  inattention  during  the  early  p&rt  of  the  illness. 

— ^Dr.  Yandell,  of  Louisville,  thinks  that  the  horse  was  made 
with  four  legs  that  he  might  walk  as  much  as  he  pleased ;  but 
man  has  only  two  legs,  and  these  are  fashioned  in  such  a  way 
that  they  can  be  readily  doubled  up  and  adapt  the  person  to 
the  seat  of  a  buggy. 

— ^A  time-honored  friend,  noting  our  case  of  pneumonia  in  the 
March  Gazette,  wants  to  know  if  we  never  use  lobelia  in  pneu- 
monia, or  if  we  are  turning  eclectic  and  discard  lobelia.  Some 
pneumonia  cases  require  lobelia,  and  then  wq  use  it ;  but  many 
more  show  no  indications  for  it,  and  then  we  do  not  use  it.  The 
case  reported  needed  none,  in  our  judgment;  and  the  marked 
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success  of  our  treatment  satisfies  us.  Having  been  educated 
in  eclecticism  and  learned  its  failings,  we  are  not  now  at  all 
inclined  to  sell  the  glorious  inheritance  of  Pfaysio-Medicalism 
for  a  mess  of  unsalted  pottage. 

— Dr.  Lewis,  in  his  article  on  bromide  of  ethyl,  or  hydrobro- 
mic  ether,  says  that  it  vaporizes  more  readily  than  chloroform, 
in  density  is  between  chloroform  and  ether,  and  will  secure  an- 
aesthesia in  from  one  to  three  minutes.  From  two  to  four  fluid 
drachms  may  be  sufficient  to  effect  anaesthesia.  In  a  child  oper- 
ated on  (iridectomy),  one  fluid  drachm  was  used ;  and  eleven 
drachms  were  used  in  amputation  of  the  forearm  in  an  adult^ 
occupying  40  minutes,  including  ligation  of  the  vessels  and 
dressing  the  stump. 

— ^The  California  doctors  are  exercised  over  the  San  Francisco 
druggists  paying  physicians  a  percentage  on  their  prescrip- 
tions. The  prescriptions  are  written  in  cipher,  so  none  but  the 
particular  druggist  can  fill  them.  Patipnt«  are  thus  charged 
exhorbitant  prices,  as  the  percentage  to  the  physician  is  made 
to  come  out  of  their  pockets.  Twenty  leading  "  Frisco"  doctors 
(and  professors)  are  engaged  in  this  low  business.  It  is  sought 
to  get  a  law  to  stop  it.  Clean  professional  hands  are  not  made 
by  law.  If  the  morale  of  California  allopathists  is  not  able  to 
end  this  trickery,  they  would  better  let  the  "quacks"  take 
charge  of  prc^^essional  matters  in  the  State. 

— Accompanying  Dr.  Eemington's  fracture  case  was  a  state- 
ment of  the  patient,  overlooked  at  the  proper  time.  This  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  then  thrown  from  a  frightened  horse,  the 
elbow  bones  passing  through  the  skin  and  clothing  into  the 
ground,  and  half  an  inch  of  one  bone  broken  off.  His  physi- 
cians wanted  to  amputate  the  arm ;  but  ended  by  sawing  off  a 
piece  of  one  bone,  and  removing  a  piece  that  was  broken,  put- 
ting him  on  a  feather  bed  in  a  very  warm  room,  and  giving 
him  very  little  attention  for  over  five  weeks.  Dr.  Remington 
was  then  called,  as  per  his  report. 

— A  writer  in  an  exchange  highly  commends  the  poke  root  in 
mastitis,  giving  it  '^until  its  constitutional  effect  was  produced, 
and  then  suspend  its  use  or  lengthen  the  intervals."  What  are 
those  "constitutional  effects,"  which  make  it  dangerous  I  Are 
they  like  those  of  calomel,  or  bromine,  or  strychnine  ? 
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PROFESSIONAL  PREJUDICES. 


Doctor  Salisbury  has  proposed  a  new  method  of  treatiDg 
phthisis.  Its  ieatnres  are  not  known  to  me,  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  condemned  ofF-hand  by  some  persons ;  and  Dr.  K.  E. 
ITiompson,  Senior  Assistant  to  the  Hospital  for  Consumptives 
of  Brompton,  England,  has  come  t)  Dr.  Salisbury's  defence  in 
the  February  number  of  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly.  This 
defence  is  not  occupied  with  the  particular  views  of  Dr.  S.,  but 
with  a  pretty  vigorous  condemnation  of  the  habit  of  pronounc- 
ing judgment  against  new  thoughts  without  caring  to  test  their 
accuracy.  In  this  particular  our  English  cousin  is  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  majority  of  his  American  relatives, — these  almost 
servilely  clinging  to  the  opinions  they  have  once  accepted,  true 
or  false ;  while  he  is  suflBiciently  independent  to  favor  the  judi- 
cious investigation  of  novelties,  and  then  let  them  stand  or  fall 
by  the  clinical  test.     He  says : 

^*Theories,  opinions,  facts,  should  be  carefully  examined  and 
weighed;  but  it  is  absurd, — nay,  more  than  that — it  is  dishon- 
est to  start  to  controvert  an  opinion  before  the  facts  upon  which 
it  is  based  are  placed  completely  before  the  world,  and  before 
sctual  experiment  has  been  made  regarding  the  truth  of  the 
racts  recorded." 

Accepting  this  just  and  manly  sentiment,  the  medical  pro- 
fession exemplifies  a  remarkable  amount  of  dishonesty  in  sci- 
entific matters.  In  this  it  is  without  parallel  in  other  pursuits. 
In  other  departments  of  knowledge,  men  receive  or  reject  new 
propositions  solely  on  the  ground  of  their  accuracy  as  proven 
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by  experience ;  but  medical  men  seem  rather  to  adjust  their 
conclusions  by  their  previous  ideas,  by  some  favorite  man^s 
authority,  or  by  a  species  of  idleness  that  believes  with  child- 
ish credulity  or  disbelieves  with  mulish  obstinacy.  Such  meth- 
ods are  benighted  obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress,  and  more 
befiting  the  darkness  of  Nubia  than  the  enlightenment  of  sci- 
entific civilization. 

Dr.  Thompson  instances  some  notable  examples  where  opin- 
ions of  the  greatest  scientific  accuracy  and  value  were  long  re- 
jected in  scorn  by  the  profession,  and  others  where  the  merest 
fictions  have  been  accepted  on  inaccurate  observations.    The 
case  of  Harvey's  discovery  of  the  circulation  is  most  prominent. 
To-day  tho  medical  world  delights  to  honor  him  for  this  discov- 
ery, which  has  wrought  benefits  of  the  highest  character  in  the 
profession.     But  when  he  announced  his  discovery,  his  breth- 
ren turned  deaf  ears  to  his  arguments  and  averted  eyes  to  his 
illustrations.   As  an  innovator  and  a  theorist  he  was  denounced 
and  degraded ;  and  his  business  was  crippled  and  his  name  dis- 
honored for  discovering  the  facts  that  all  educated  men  to-day 
understand,  and  for  which  the  profession  has  recently  built  to 
his  fame  a  costly  monument. 

The  discoveiy  of  the  circulation  by  Harvey  supplemented 
Qt  len's  assertion  that  the  blood  flowed  in  a  stream  from  the 
right  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart.  Men  searched  for  the  open- 
ing and  could  not  find  it;  but  Galen  had  said  so,  and  his  name 
was  "  authority,"  and  it  was  arrant  heresy  to  question  what  he 
had  taught  and  they  had  learned.  Galen's  theory  had  itself 
gone  through  a  struggle  to  supplant  that  older  one  which  made 
blood  move  through  the  veins  and  air  through  the  arteries. 

In  his  address  at  the  recent  commencement  of  the  University 
of  Louisville,  Prof.  L.  P.  Yandell  said :  "  Harvey's  standing  as 
physician  was  esriously  injured  by  the  promulgation  of  his  nov- 
el views.  His  cotemporaries  cried  him  down,  calling  him  u 
visionary,  a  theorist,  a  hobbyist,  an  impractical  man,  and  a 
dangerous  doctor.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  to-day 
is  less  bigoted,  fogyish,  obstinate  and  conceited  than  it  was  in 
Harvey's  time.  I  believe  it  is  so,  and,  indeed,  very  much  so: 
and  yet  there  is  wide  room  for  improvement.  I  am  loth  to  be- 
lieve that  those  of  us  who  have  passed  forty  are  incapable  of 
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accepting  that  which  is  new,  if  it  be  demonstrated  true.  But 
if  we  are  thus  incapable,  the  sin  is  our  own,  and  the  sin  is  the 
resnit  of  cerebral  inertia."  {American  Practitioner^  Aprils 
1880).  The  "hoj  es"  of  Dr.  Yandell  do  not  seem  to  find  fulfill- 
ment  in  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Salisbury's  views,  as  complained 
of  by  Dr.  Thompson.  Our  generous  hearted  Louisville  neigh- 
bor has  had  ample  occasion  to  complain  that  some  of  his  own 
thoughts  have  been  rejected  contemptuously  by  his  brethren. 

We  smile  at  the  credulity  which  could  accept  those  old  spec- 
ulations about  the  blood.  We  wax  indignant  as  we  note  the 
violent  persecution-  practiced  on  Harvey,  and  that  attempted 
to  arrest  discovery  without  regard  to  truth.  But  while  Dr. 
Thompson  and  the  profession  at  large  condemn  the  prejudice 
that  could  thus  seek  the  destruction  of  a  man  because  he  ad- 
vanced a  something  new,  his  case  is  but  an  isolated  instance 
of  such  persecutions.  Medical  history  is  full  of^them.  There 
has  not  been  a  single  step  made  toward  advancement  in  the 
medical  profession,  but  has  suffered  the  most  violent  opposition 
from  the  masses.  At  every  forward  movement,  the  new  thought 
has  had  to  struggle  for  its  life,  and  the  innovator  has  had  exis- 
tence made  bitter  by  slander  heaped  upon  him  because  of  the 
truth  he  uttered.  And  this  history,  so  disgraceful  through  the 
past,  is  vigorously  repeated  in  our  own  day.  The  assault  on 
Dr.  Salisbury,  before  his  views  are  fully  understood  or  tested 
is  but  one  example.  They  abound  on  every  side ;  and,  as  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Medical  Record  stated  about 
eighteen  months  ago,  the  price  that  one  must  pay  in  order  to 
be  considered  a  "regular"  physician,  is  never  to  call  in  ques- 
tion anything  that  has  been  accepted  by  the  profession.  A  de- 
gree of  courtesy  that  must  not  think  any  man's  opinions  capa- 
ble of  improvement,  is  a  juicy  method  of  announcing  that  all 
knowledge  has  reached  its  limits  and  research  must  come  to  an 
end. 

In  nothing  is  the  folly  of  prejudice  that  rules  the  self-styled 
"regular"  profession  more  apparent,  than  in  the  treatment  it 
has  seen  fit  to  accord  to  Physio-Medical  Physicians.  Here  is  a 
body  of  men  whose  only  sin  is  to  have  "  novel  views. "  In  all 
that  constitutes  a  thorough  professional  education,  they  are 
sound  and  progressive.   In  all  the  "error,  false  doctrine,  and  ig- 
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norance,"  that  Dr.  Yandell  says  "  abound  in  the  profession,' 
they  have  no  faith;  they  expressly  reject  those  falsities,  be- 
cause "doubtless  many  lives  have  been  lost  through  lack  of 
medical  knowledge  and  skill ;  and  many  have  been  sacrificed 
to  what  was  inaptly  called  heroic  treatment,  the  result  of  false 
theories  made  current  by  the  misled  minds  of  brilliant  writers 
and  teachers."  ( Yandell).  Whatever  is  "obstructive  and  harm- 
ful," whatever  is  at  variance  with  Nature's  laws,  whatever  can 
not  endure  the  ''measurement  of  science,  "they  discard  as  un- 
worthy the  confidence  of  educated  men  on  whom  rest^  the  re- 
sponsibility of  guiding  human  life. 

But  Physio  Medicalists  are  not  content  with  merely  oppo- 
sing. In  the  entire  field  of  therapeutics,  and  all  that  touches 
upon  the  philosophy  and  means  of  curation,  they  offer  a  new 
series  of  propositions  and  measures.  These  place  this  system 
in  full  accord  with  the  laws  of  all  true  science.  And  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  principles,  the  fexact  power  of  the  remedies,  and 
the  accuracy  of  the  treatment  here  developed,  have  been  tested 
at  the  bedside  for  half  a  century.  In  all  forms  of  disease,  un- 
der the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  in  maladies  and  epi- 
demics of  the  very  gravest  character,  they  have  been  put  on 
trial  and  have  proved  reliable.  The  percentage  of  lives  thereby 
saved  is  so  much  greater  than  that  of  any  other  system,  that 
comparison  ceases  and  the  facts  become  contrasts.  I  do  not 
write  this  eulogium  hastily  or  blindly;  but  utter  it  as  the  de- 
libesate  conviction  of  thirty  years'  personal  experience,  and  on 
knowledge  of  the  results  of  this  practice  in  the  hands  of  some 
hundreds  of  physicians  who  have  tested  it  in  diverse  localities 
and  conditions. 

The  only  notice  taken  thus  far  of  this  system  by  our  neigh- 
bors who  style  themselves  "regular,"  is  to  misrepresent  and 
flotft  at  the  whole  question,  and  to  class  as  no  physicians  at  all 
the  men  who  are  saving  an  average  of  at  least  twenty-five  per 
cent,  more  lives  th<in  they  can.  Were  this  a  question  simply 
of  mercenary  interests,  a  mere  contention  in  trade,  then  it 
could  be  left  to  the  business  skill  of  each  party, — within  the 
limits  that  mark  the  honorable  man  of  business.  But  it  is  a 
matter  that  pertains  to  science  and  to  truth  ;  and  its  great  ob- 
jective point  touches  human  health,  human  suffering,  human 
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life,  and  the  physical  advancement  of  the  race.  Questions  of 
sach  large  moment  cannot  be  put  aside  with  a  wave  of  the 
hand,  nor  settled  by  a  scornful  dictum.  It  will  be  but  poor 
satisfaction  to  a  conscientious  physician  to  see  a  Mlow-being 
sink  into  death,  whi.e  his  pride  kept  him  from  learning  a  meth- 
od of  treatment  which  to  him  was  "novel,"  but  which  had 
proved  able  to  save  other  lives  under  similar  circumstances. 
The  plea  of  "  mental  inertia  "  will  be  a  poor  answer  for  lives 
thus  lost  which  might  have  been  rescued.  It  will  be  a  most 
damaging  answer,  when  it  is  used  to  foster  injustice  toward 
men  who  have  already  learned  and  proved  this  better  practice ; 
and  when  it  becomes  an  "  obstructive  "  to  hinder  these  men 
from  exhibiting  and  teaching  this  more  curative  system  in  pub- 
lic institutions  established  for  the  public  good. 

In  the  matter  of  Dr.  Salisbury's  views  on  phthisis.  Dr.  Thomp- 
son pronounces  it  absurd  and  dishonest  to  controvert  them  with- 
out testing  their  correctness.  What  shall  we  say  of  the  whole- 
sale rejection  of  a  new  pathological  and  therapeutical  sj^stem 
that  has  been  tried  and  sustained  by  the  experience  of  half  a 
century?  What  kind  of  prejudice  is  that  which  denounces, 
without  understanding,  a  scheme  of  practice  that  has  proven 
its  comparative  mastery  over  cholera,  scarlatina,  diphtheria, 
yellow  fever,  and  hydrophobia;  and  which  enormously  red  ces 
the  death  rate  in  every  acute  and  chronic  malady  ? 

Prof.  Yandell  hopes  "  that  the  profession  to-day  is  less  bigot- 
ed, fogyish,  obstinate,  and  conceited  than  it  was  in  Harvey's 
time."  Harvey  was  persecuted  for  announcing  a  great  physio- 
logical fact.  It  was  bigotry,  obstinacy  and  conceit  to  oppose 
his  facts ;  for  it  was  inevitable  that  time  would  establish  them 
if  they  really  were  facts,  and  every  man  could  test  the  question 
for  himself.  What  shall  we  say  of  the  mental  qualities  which 
to-day  reject  and  persecute  a  large  body  of  men  for  proclaim- 
ing an  entirely  new  system  of  Medical  Science,  without  testing 
it,  without  regarding  the  arguments  or  the  facts  by  which  it  is 
sustained,  without  giving  its  advocates  an  honorable  opportu- 
nity to  exhibit  its  efficiency?  And  what  kind  of  spirit  is  (hat, 
in  so  large  a  branch  oi  the  profession,  which  conceitedly  repul- 
ses men  who'  so  greatly  surpass  them  in  the  art  of  curing  dis- 
ease, and  which  hastens  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against 


142  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette. 

these  men  so  that  the  people  shall  by  this  prejudice  be  preven- 
ted from  having  their  lives  saved? 

Men  are  to  day  astonished  at  the  bigotry  and  obstinacy  which 
could,  untried,  reject  Harvey's  discoveries.  They  make  what 
reparation  they  can  for  the  folly  of  their  ancestors,  by  uttering 
eulogies  and  building  monuments  to  the  calm  scholar  whom 
their  ancestors  persecuted.  But  they  imitate  that  same  bigotry 
and  obstinacy  by  attempting  to  cast  aside  an  entire  system  of 
therapeutics,  compared  to  which  the  discoveries  of  Harvey 
were  small  indeed.  If  Physio-Medicalism  is  true,  it  will  prove 
its  truthiulness  by  enduring  the  customary  tests  of  applicabil- 
ity. K  false,  these  tests  will  demonstrate  its  worthlessness.  If 
true,  it  will  in  due  time  compel  universal  recognition ;  for  the 
prejudices  of  man  must  yield  to  facts  and  science,  being  able 
only  to  hinder  advancement  but  never  capable  of  extinguishing 
knowledge.  I  have  had  long  enough  and  broad  enough  expe- 
rience in  the  whole  system  of  Physio-Medicalism  to  convince 
me  of  its  entire  accuracy ;  and  the  men  who  to-day  oppose  to 
it  their  little  passions  and  prejudices  will,  in  three  generations, 
be  commiserated  for  their  conceit  and  their  bigotry  far  more 
than  we  of  to-day  lament  the  obstinacy  which  attempted  to 
overthrow  the  discoveiy  of  the  circulation. 

Wm.  H.  Cook. 


THERAPEUTICS  OF  STARCH  DIGESTION. 


The  digestion  of  starch  consists,  as  is  well  known,  in  its  con- 
version into  sugar  and  dextrine.  This  conversion  is  effected 
partly  by  the  saliva,  and  partly  by  the  pancreatic  juice,  and  is 
due  to  a  special  ferment  contained  in  these  secretions.  The  fer- 
ment of  tha  saliva  goes  by  the  name  of  ptyalin,  and  is  held  to 
be  identical  with  the  diastase  of  malt.  That  of  the  pancreas  is 
different,  but  not  much  is  as  yet  known  of  it.  Before  these 
ferments  can  exercise  their  power  the  cellulose  investments  of 
the  starch  granule  must  be  ruptured,  and  this  is  usually  accom- 
plished for  the  human  subject  by  the  art  of  cooking.  Dr.  Wm. 
Roberts,  in  The  Practitioner^  says  that  it  is  a  mater-pf  capit- 
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al  importance,  therefore,  in  the  sick  room  to  make  sure  that 
gruels,  puddings,  and  other  farinaceous  dishes,  prepared  for  the 
invalid  are  thoroughly  cooked.  In  infants  of  three  or  four 
months  of  age  the  saliva  has  but  feeble  diastatic  power,  and 
the  pancreatic  secretion  is  probably  inert. 

Farinaceous  articles  are  unfit  food  for  young  infants,  then, 
unless  artificial  means  are  used  to  assist  their  digestion.  In 
malt  and  barley  we  have  at  command  an  unlimited  supply  of 
diastatic  power,  and  renewed  interest  has  been  excited  in  that 
subject  by  the  various  preparations  called  "  malt  extracts," 
"maltine,"  etc.  Dr.  Roberts  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
medicinal  value  depends  ^entirely  upon  the  amount  of  diastase 
which  they  contain.  He  prefers  to  use  a  cold  water  infusion 
of  malt  made  by  mixing  three  ounces  of  (or  three  piled-up  ta- 
blespoonsful)  of  crushed  malt  with  half  a  pint  of  cold  water. 
The  mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  over  night — that  is  for  twelve 
or  fifteen  hours,  and  is  then  filtered  through  paper,  yielding 
about  seven  ounces  of  product.  Malt  infusion  as  thus  prepared 
has  a  light  brown  color  like  sherry,  a  faint  sweetish  taste,  and 
the  odor  of  beer- wort.  It  is  an  energetic  diastatic  agent,  and 
is  quite  as  powerful  as  the  average  specimens  of  malt  extract. 
It  will  not  keep,  but  must  be  prepared  fresh  every  d^y. 

There  are  two  ways  of  using  these  malt  preparations.  They 
may  be  administered  with  the  food,  the  patient  being  directed 
to  sip  his  dosB  of  malt  extract  or  malt  infusion  during  the  prog- 
ressjof  the  meaL  Malt  extract  is  taken  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
dessert-spoonsful  diluted  with  water  or  milk.  Malt  infusion 
may  be  taken  in  the  same  way  and  in  similar  doses.  The  mode 
of  proceeding  is  as  follows :  A  suitable  gruel  is  prepared  from 
wheat,  or  other  flour,  or  from  oat  meal,  groats,  pearl-barley, 
arrow-root,  or  any  other  farina,  and  may  be  made  with  water 
alone  or  mixed  with  milk  or  broth,  in  all  cases,  being  well 
boiled.  When  the  gruel  is  cold,  or  at  least  cool  enough  to  be 
tolerated  in  the  mouth,  the  malt  infusion  is  added.  One  table- 
spoonful,  well  mixed,  is  sufficient  to  digest  half  a  pint  of  gruel. 
The  action  is  very  rapid ;  the  gruel  becoming  thin  from  the  con- 
version of  the  starch  in  a  very  few  minutes.  The  food  is  then 
ready  for  use.  The  gruel  must  be  sufficiently  cool  to  be  held 
in  the  jnouth,  for  the  ferment  is  rendered  inert  at  and  above 
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157°  F.  The  product  of  the  action  of  malt  on  Btarch  is  not 
grape  sugar  or  cane  sugar,  but  maltose,  and  maltose  has  very- 
little  sweetening  power.  Gruel  thus  digested,  therefore,  suffers 
little  change  of  taste,  and  the  addition  of  milk  or  broth  pro- 
duces scarcely  any  appreciable  alteration  of  flavor.  The  trials 
Dr.  Roberts  has  made,  in  actual  practice,  of  food  thus  prepared, 
have  been  highly  satisfactory. 

The  extract  of  pancreas  has  extraordinary  diastatic  power.  A 
sample  made  by  infusing  one  part  of  fresh  pancreas  with  seven 
prats  of  wat<  r,  was  found  on  trial  to  possess  twenty  times  the 
diastatic  power  of  the  malt  infusion,  and  might  be  used  as  a 
substitute  in  reduced  doses. — DruggisVs  Circular. 


INVERTED  PERISTALTIC  ACTION. 

PROF.  B.  A.  WRIGHT,  M.  D. 


In  1877, 1  was  called  a  distanc  ^  of  25  miles  to  see  Mr.  S., 
who  hadbeen  ill  for  nearly  two  weeks.  At  the  attack,  he  was 
supposed  to  have  malarial  fever,  and  was  treated  for  this  by 
the  allopathic  physician  in  attendance.  The  messenger  report- 
ed that  he  had  been  vomiting  very  frequently  for  more  than 
one  week;  that  a  council  of  physicians  had  been  held,  and  Mr. 
S.  was  given  over  to  die.     As  a  last  resort,  I  was  sent  for. 

When  I  took  the  case  in  hand,  the  movements  of  the  bowels 
were  completely  inverted,  and  it  was  r^^ro  stalsis  instead  of 
^r(?-Rtalsis.  He  had  had  no  evacuations  whatever  from  the  rec- 
tum for  two  weeks.  At  intervals  of  an  hour,  and  sometimes 
more  frequently,  he  had  been  vomiting.  The  ejecta  were  rather 
abundant  and  thin,  and  were  so  offensively  stercoraceous  that 
it  was  nearly  impossible  for  the  stoutest  stomach  to  remain  in 
the  room  with  him  at  such  times.  They  had  the  color,  odor, 
and  other  characters  of  highly  offensive  diarrheal  discharges. 
The  symptoms  of  peritonitis  with  extreme  exhaustion  were 
present.  Patient  restless  to  the  last  degree,  not  remaining  in 
one  position  for  a  minute  at  a  time;  skin  cold  and  pale,  dry 
features  greatly  shrunken,  countenance  presenting  a  j^inched 
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and  extremely  anxious  look ;  pulse  100  to  120,  small,  and  rapid- 
ly fluctuating;  a  general  tendency  to  capillary  stasis ;  abdo- 
men greatly  swollen  and  tympanic.  He  had  been  using  small 
injections  of  morphia,  for  some  time,  to  "keep  him  quiet;  "  and 
and  no  other  medication  was  in  use.  As  is  so  customary,  the 
narcotic  failed  to  "quiet"  such  a  patient;  and  he  had  indeed 
been  given  over  to  die. 

Treatment. — A  half  pound  of  senna  was  quickly  infused  in 
two  quarts  of  boiling  water,  and  one  full  quart  of  the  infusion 
injected  to  the  bowel.  The  previous  attendant,  who  was  pres- 
ent, remonstrated,  declaring  that  to  attempt  the  injection  of 
such  a  quantity  would  be  sure  to  burst  the  bowel  1  This  quart 
enema  caused  no  inconvenience,  and  was  retained  without  a 
compress,  and  without  eliciting  any  desire  for  an  evacuation. 
At  the  termination  of  an  hour,  a  pint  more  of  the  senna  infu- 
sion was  injected,  and  was  retained  for  half  an  hour.  It,  or  a 
portion  of  it  was  then  passed  away,  together  with  a  little  fecal 
matter  similar  to  that  he  had  been  vomiting.  He  had  vomited 
once  after  the  first  injection;  but  the  vomitins:  entirely  ceased 
at  this  time,  and  he  had  no  more  of  it  after  the  passage  from 
the  bowel. 

Then  I  put  him  on  the  following  treatment:  An  infusion  of 
two  parts  prunus  and  one  part  hydrastis,  a  tablespoonful  every 
two  hours.  A  nervine  of  two  parts  Scutellaria  and  one  part 
cypripedium,  made  into  infusion;  a  tablespoonful  every  two 
hours,  alternaring  with  the  above  tonic.  Over  the  entire  ab- 
domen a  poultice  of  hop  yea?.t  suitably  thickened  with  pow- 
dered charcoal,  and  the  surface  wet  with  essence  of  sassafras. 
Renewed  this  every  three  hours.  These  measures  constituted 
the  treatment  for  the  evening  and  night  of  the  first  day's  at- 
tendance. 

2nd  day,  9  a.  m.  No  more  vomiting  had  taken  place,  and 
there  had  been  no  more  stools.  Patient  less  exhausted  and 
restless,  circulation  improving,  abdominal  soreness  less,  tym- 
panitis about  the  same.  Administered  a  large  enema  of  warm 
water  and  a  little  salt.  Retaining  this  for  a  time,  he  had  an 
evacuation  and  passed  some  small  lumps  of  hardened  faeces, 
evidently  coming  from  the  small  intestines.  Left  him  on  a 
large  tablespoonful  of  syrup  rhei  et  potassee  every  four  hours, 
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to  promote  downward  action  of  the  bowels.  The  nervine  in- 
fusion and  the  poultices  were  c(»ntinued. 

3rd  day.  No  more  vomiting,  and  no  more  passage  from  the 
bowels.  Circulation  steadily  improving,  tympanitis  distinctly 
less,  abdominal  soreness  much  abated.  Patient  quiet,  and  had 
had  several  short  naps  during  the  night.  Left  him  upon  a  ton- 
ic of  hydrastis  and  dioscorea,  witl)  some  gentian,  made  into  in- 
fusion, a  tablespoonful  to  be  given  every  three  hours.  Contin- 
ued the  nervine,  alternated  with  the  tonic.  Poultices  contin- 
ued; and  a  hepatic  given  of  leptandrin  three  grains,  apocynin 
two  grains,  repeated  every  eight  hours  till  the  bowels  moved. 
Milk  was  given  in  quantities  of  two  or  three  tablespoonsful  ev- 
ery three  hours,  which  I  had  allowed  from  the  first;  and  no 
other  diet  was  permitted  till  convalescence  was  established. 

4th  day.  It  required  three  doses  of  the  hepatic  to  procure 
a  movement  of  the  bowels.  The  discharges  were  abundant, 
and  somewhat  dark  Patient  much  improved  in  every  respect, 
this  morning.  Continued  the  nervine  and  tonic,  and  directed 
•the  poultices  to  be  continued  till  full  relief  to  the  abdominal 
suffering  was  felt.  Gave  directions  about  the  diet,  and  left 
him  in  the  hands  of  the  family.     He  was  well  in  about  five 

davs  more. 

» 

Toledo. 


SOME  TYPHOID  FEVER  EXPERIENCES. 

S.  T.  DROMOOLD,  M.  D. 


I  HAVE  been  treating  quite  a  '*run*'  of  typhoid  fever  cases,  as 
distinguished  from  typhus.  I  made  no  record  of  the  cases  at 
the  time,  but  a  few  notes  furnished  from  memory  may  not  be 
uninteresting.  One  case  occurred  in  February.  Patient  a  boy 
of  about  9  years,  who  had  been  complainmg  for  nearly  two 
weeks  before  I  was  called.  He  was,  as  they  told  me,  about 
half  sick  during  that  time,  being  up  and  down  through  the  day, 
and  took  his  bed  only  the  day  before  I  was  called.  This  insid- 
uous  approach,  so  characteristic  of  typhoid  or  enteric  fever, 
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marked  not  only  this  but  most  of  my  other  cases.     He  came 
down  at  last  with  a  chill  followed  by  feverishness. 

At  the  time  I  saw  him,  he  complained  of  soreness  combined 
with  a  feeling  of  numbness  in  the  limbs ;  headache,  heated  skin, 
face  somewhat  flushed,  palse  small  and  110,  tongue  coated, 
thirst,  loss  of  appetite,  and  general  uneasiness.  Prescribed  an 
infusiop  of  three  parts  asclepias,  one  part  prunus,  a  small  table- 
spoonful  every  hour.  A  small  dose  of  neutralizing  cordial  ev- 
ery six  hours.  An  hepatic  of  leptandrin  and  hydrastia  phos- 
phate once  in  twelve  hours,  in  quantities  just  suflScient  to  touth 
the  liver. 

The  changes  in  the  conditions  were  gradual.  Slowly  the 
pulse  became  more  frequent,  the  skin  hotter  and  more  "pun- 
gent," and  tongue  drier  and  more  thickly  coated ;  sordes  ap- 
peared on  the  teeth,  the  stomach  became  irritable,  and  there 
were  transient  pains  in  the  abdomen,  increased  by  pressure. 
The  abdom*  n  became  very  tympanitic,  and  so  distended  as  to 
present  a  convex  outline  from  sternum  to  pubes  when  the  pa- 
tient lay  on  his  back.  Petechial  spots  sho;ved  themselves  first 
on  the  abdomen;  then  became  numerous,  and  extended  to  the 
chest,  limbs  and  face.  There  was  also  sudaminal  eruption  on 
the  neck  and  upper  part  of  the  chest,  then  extending  over  most 
parts  of  the  body.  Eyes  injected,  tongue  protruded  with  diffi- 
culty, bronchial  cough  with  slight  mucous  expectoration,  and 
some  cpis taxis.  The  sputum  was  so  tenacious  that  he  could 
not  spit  it  out,  and  it  had  to  be  removed  mechanically  from  the 
mouth  and  throat. 

The  treatment  was,  in  the  main,  similar  to  that  already  men- 
tioned, changing  to  suit  conditions.  Zingiber  was  used  consid- 
erably in  the  infusions,  dioscorea  was  added  for  the  pains,  and 
and  powders  of  hydrastia  and  cypripedium  for  nervine  tonic. 
About  the  tenth  day  of  treatment,  he  was  doing  well,  and  then 
one  parotid  gland  swelled  enormously,  and  an  enormous  ab- 
scess formed  in  it.  Poultices  were  employed ;  and  the  system 
vigorously  sustained  by  large  powders  of  hydrastia,  scutellarin, 
xanthoxylin  and  some  capsicum.  The  abscess  discharged  ex- 
ternally, and  all  ended  well.  It  was  six  weeks  before  the  boy 
endeavored  to  walk.  He  never  spoke  a  word  from  the  time  I 
saw  him  till  after  he  was  sitting  up,  and  we  thought  his  speech 
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would  be  lost,  he  finally  recovered  it  fully.   He  also  nearly  lost 
qis  hearing,  but  regained  it  as  he  convalesced. 

Immediately  following  this  case,  eight  more  in  the  family 
were  taken  down  in  the  same  way.  Among  them  was  the  fath- 
er, aged  40,  a  man  who  had  always  been  hard  worked,  had  suf- 
fered several  years  with  lung  and  heart  troubles,  and  had  lost 
a  great  deal  of  sleep  during  the  first  boy's  illness, — yet  working 
hard  during  the  day.  He  was  prostrated  more  rapidly  than  the 
others,  and  had  the  same  run  of  symptoms  as  the  boy.  He 
seQmed  to  be  doing  well  enough  for  a  week,  when  suddenly  he 
began  to  run  down,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  died  of  asthenia, 
in  spite  of  tonics  and  Physio  Medical  stimulants.  A  daughter, 
aged  about  15^  years,  died.     The  others  are  all  convalescing. 

One  boy  had  a  back-set  from  being  over-fed,  causing  inflam- 
mation of  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  which  was  relieved  by  using 
over  the  abdomen  yeast  and  charcoal  poultices,  applied  warm 
and  changed  often. 

Most.of  the  cases  had  extreme  tympanitis.  In  every  instance 
this  was  rapidly  controlled  by  the  management  taught  the  class- 
es of  the  P.-M.  Institute  by  Prof.  Cook, — teaspoon  doses  of 
powdered  charcoal  with  two  or  three  grains  of  myrrh.  I  gave 
these  in  milk  every  two  hours,  and  could  see  the  distension 
lessen  after  each  dose. 

All  these  cases  had  decided  constipation  throughout;  and  re- 
quired the  use  of  injections  at  times,  in  addition  to  the  hepat- 
ics,  to  maintain  an  open  state  of  the  alvme  canal.  Often  the 
stools  were  quite  bloody.  They  had  involuntary  discharges  of 
urine.  Water  6f  ulmus  was  given  as  a  drink.  The  diet  con- 
sisted of  beef  tea,  gruel,  etc.  Dr.  J.  J.  Fambach  (P.-M.  I.,  '80) 
joined  me  in  treating  the  last  eight  cases. 

During  December  and  January  I  treated  seven  children,  from 
2  to  19  years  old,  in  another  family.  Five  of  them  were  very 
extreme  cases.  All  of  them  recovered.  In  another  family  I 
had  two  cases,  one  of  them  marking  severe  gastric  irritation 
with  signs  of  distinct  peritonitis.  Both  recovered.  This  is  a 
malarial  district.  My  winter's  experience  thus  far  gives  me  16 
typhoid-fever  cases,  14  of  them  very  severe  in  every  feature. 
Loss,  t\^o. 

Elmore^  Ohio. 
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The  study  of  insanity  has  properly  engaged  a  full  share  of 
professional  attention  of  late,  and  the  subject  should  be  more 
generally  understood  than  it  is  now.  For  the  purposes  of  such 
study,  the  new  edition  of  Dr.  Maudsley's  work  on  the  Pathology 
of  the  Mind,  just  republished  by  the  Messrs,  Appleton,  will 
give  much  satisfaction.  Bringing  to  his  task  wide  experience 
and  good  judgment,  he  presents  his  theme  in  a  very  clear  and 
instructive  manner.  Sleep,  dreaming,  somnambulism,  and  al- 
lied states  occupy  the  first  two  chapters,  and  furnish  interesting 
and  suggestive  reading.  He  then  proceeds  to  the  causation 
of  insanity,  and  opens  this  inquiry  with  the  following  sensi- 
ble remarks : 

"  Great  mistakes  are  oftentimes  made  in  fixing  upon  the  si.p- 
posed  causes  of  the  disease  in  particular  cases;  some  single 
prominent  event,  which  was  perhaps  one  in  a  train  of  events, 
being  selected  as  fitted  by  itself  to  explain  the  catastrophe. 
The  truth  is  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  there  has  been  a 
concurrence  of  steadily  operating  conditions  withm  and  with- 
out,— not  a  single  efi*ective  cause.  All  the  conditions,  whether 
they  are  called  passive  or  active,  which  conspire  to  the  produc- 
tion of  an  effect  are  alike  causes.  When  we  are  told  that  a  man 
has  become  mentally  deranged  from  sorrow,  need,  sickness,  or 
any  other  adversity,  we  have  not  learned  much  if  we  are  con- 
tent to  stay  there.  How  is  it  that  another  man,  who  undergoes 
an  exactly  similar  adversity  does  not  go  mad?  The  entire 
causes  could  not  have  been  the  same,  where  the  eifects  were 
so  different.  Were  all  the  circumstances,  internal  and  external, 
scanned  closely  and  weighed  accurately,  it  would  be  seen  that 
there  is  no  accident  in  madness.  The  disease,  however  many 
the  concurrent  conditions  or  successive  links  of  its  causation, 
would  be  traced  to  the  inevitable  consequence  of  its  antece- 
dents. The  germs  of  insanity  are  most  often  latent  in  the  foun- 
dations of  the  character,  and  the  final  outbreak  is  the  explosion 
of  a  long  train  of  antecedent  preparations." 

First  among  the  concurrent  causes,  he  places  Heredity;  and 
he  treats  this  with  clearness,  comprehensiveness,  and  original- 
ity.   The  conditions  of  life  constitute  his  next  class  of  causes. 
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Amcng  these  Jie  places  religion,  designating  this  under  the 
term  "  belief  in  a  supernatural  intervention  in  human  affairs." 
He  asks,  ^'  Is  not  the  harboring  of  a  belief  in  supei  natural  aid 
likely  to  produce  weakness  by  blunting  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility which  a  man  has  to  be  strong  with  his  own  strength ; 
and  the  profession  of  it  likely  to  become  an  insincerity,  or  a 
hypocricy  injurious  to  character?"  Such  a  question,  and  the 
line  of  argument  which  follows  it,  show  that  Dr.  Maudsley  has 
not  the  least  apprehension  of  what  religion  really  is.  The  ex- 
tent of  his  misconception  is  shown  when  he  says :  "  The  Chris- 
tian religion  is  a  religion  of  passivity  rather  than  of  activity. 
It  teaches  mankind  how  to  Buffer  better  than  how  to  do  in  the 
world;  and  if  its  principles  were  faithfully  carried  out  in  prac- 
tice, they  could  not  fail  in  the  end  to  leave  the  good  man  at 
the  mercy  of  the  knave."  His  whole  argument  on  this  theme 
is  the  argument  of  the  'evolutionist,'  who  never  catches  either 
the  meaning  or  the  spirit  of  Christianity ;  but  visits  upon  it  the 
passions,  follies,  outrages  and  crimes  committed  in  it:  name, 
but  known  to  all  candid  men  to  spring  from  purposes  and  emo- 
tions the  exact  opposite  of  Christian  teaching.  The  perturba- 
tions, persecutions  and  wars  charged  up  to  Christianity,  do  not 
correspond  to  the  alleged  "passivity"  of  religion ;  and  yet  Dr. 
Maudsley  and  his  affiliates  do  not  see  the  worse  than  inconsis- 
tency of  their  argument,  because  they  do  not  comprehend  Chris- 
tianity at  all.  Men  do  not  write  well  on  a  subject  they  do  not 
understand. 

He  has  some  excellent  remarks  on  the  subject  of  education. 
Speaking  of  the  influence  of  vitiated  blood,  he  gives  a  just  pic- 
ture of  alcoholic  influences,  and  adds:  "  Other  poisons  besides 
alcohol;  such  as  opium,  bellaJonna,  Indian  hemp,  stimulate  and 
ultimately  derange  the  function  of  the  supreme  cerebral  cen- 
tres. Belladonna  acts  powerfully  upon  the  centres  of  con- 
sciousness, giving  rise,  at  an  early  period  of  its  action,  to  de- 
lirium, characterized  by  hallucinations  and  illusions.  Indian 
hemp  seems  to  act  mainly  on  the  sensory  centres,  exciting  re- 
markable hallucinations.  .  .  .  Albeit  the  rapid  recovery 
which  takes  place  from  these  [narcotic  and  neurotic]  poisons 
proves  that  the  combinations  which  they  form  with  nerve  ele- 
ment are  temporary,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  with  regard  to 
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them,  as  with  regard  to  alcohol,  that  the  nervous  system,  when 
repeatedly  exposed  toiheir  poisonous  influjnce,  acquires  a  dis- 
position to  irregular  or  morbid  function,  even  when  they  are 
not  present.  They  are  sufficient  to  initiate  a  degeneracy  which 
then  goes  on  of  itself."  Unquestionably  the  professional  use 
of  narcotic  i  has  much  to  answer  for  in  the  way  of  leading  to 
insanity;  and  the  responsibility  lor  their  use  becomes  yet  more 
startling,  when  they  are  exhibited  in  the  treatment  of  that  very 
insanity  which  they  will  cause. 

*  We  have  not  space  to  offer  any  account  of  the  several  re- 
maining sections  on  causation  and  prevention,  all  of  which  are 
full  of  interest.  The  chapters  on  the  symptoms  of  insanity, 
and  it£  clinical  groups  and  morbid  anatomy,  are  among  the 
best  of  she  volume,  though  at  several  points  open  to  criticism. 
On  public  and  private  asylums  his  views  are  truly  sensible; 
and  his  remarks  on  the  suspicions,  distrusts  and  thanklessness 
given  to  keepers  of  private  asylums,  which  drive  away  the  very 
qualities  of  mind  needed  to  manage  the  insane,  are  just.  On 
the  principles  of  mental  management  the  aulhor  is  replete  with 
good  judgment;  and  it  would  be  a  grand  thing  for  these  unfor- 
tunates if  this  portion  of  his  work  could  be  learned  by  the  pro- 
fession and  by  the  people.  The  needs  of  separation  from  home 
irritations  and  from  relatives  of  similar  neurotic  temperament, 
of  honorable  dealing  with  the  insane,  of  making  no  attempts 
to  convince  his  judgment  or  to  reason  him  out  of  a  delusion, 
and  of  steadily  turning  his  attention  away  from  himself,  are 
admirably  presented. 

Medical  treatment  of  the  insane  occupies  the  closing  section. 
Baths  are  soundly  commended,  bleeding  and  blistering  reject- 
ed, full  nourishment  insisted  on,  and  purgatives  advised  in 
great  moderation.  On  the  use  of  sedatives,  our  author  speaks 
forcibly.    He  says: 

"  Some  yeai^  ago  I  took  occasion  to  put  the  question  plainly 
whether  it  was  a  rational  and  proper  thing  to  stifle  mental  ex- 
citement by  means  of  sedatives,  and  to  suggest  that  it  should 
be  considered  seriously  whether  the  putting  the  nerve  cells  of 
the  patient's  brain  into  chemical  restraint,  so  to  speak,  did 
ifeally  benefit  him.    The  answer  to  this  sceptical  inquiry,  on 

the  part  of  the  advocates  of  sedatives,  has  been  more  confident. 
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I  t  ink,  than  well  considered.  It  amounts  really  to  this, — that 
there  must  be  a  benefit  to  get  sleep  where  there  is  sleepless- 
ness, and  that  it  is  certainly  proper  to  extinguish  a  fire  which 
is  burning  down  a  house.  But  it  is  not  considered,  not  even 
suspected  apparently,  that  natural  sleep  and  narcotic-enforced 
sleep  may  be  two  different  conditions.  A  patient  can  be  made 
unconscious  by  chloral  hydrate,  undoubtedly,  just  as  he  can  by 
the  administration  of  chloroform;  but  what  is  wanting  is  the 
knowledge  that  in  either  of  these  or  similar  artificial  states, 
the  same  sort  of  repair  and  restoration  of  nerve  element  takes 
place,  which  takes  place  in  natural  sleep.  The  chloral-pro- 
duced state  looks  like  sleep,  and  all  the  rest  has  been  assumed. 
Is  it  clear  that  the  sedative,  albeit  it  dulls  the  flame  in  the  first 
instance,  is  not  in  the  end  fuel  to  it?  Does  the  patient  wake 
up  any  better  from  his  enforced  sleep,  or  is  he  not  wound  up 
thereby  to  a  greater  excitement  when  he  comes  out  of  it?  Is 
the  period  of  excitement  really  shortened  in  the  long  run,  and 
recovery  promoted;  or  is  it  lengthened,  and  the  lapse  into 
chronic  insanity  favored,  by  the  use  of  the  sleep-compelling 
drug." 

Such  opinions  accord  with  Physio-Medical  views,  and  touch 
on  the  points  that  we  some  years  ago  discussed  fully  in  our 
Dispensatory.  And  we  are  in  sympathy  with  Dr.  Maudsley 
when  he  continues:  "Undoubtedly  the  great  majority  of  the 
inmates  of  every  large  asylum  never  will  recover.  Those  who 
drug  the  troublesome  ones  into  stupor  cannot  therefore  be 
justly  charged  with  jeopardizing  their  recovery ;  but  it  is  not 
so  clear  that  they  are  free  from  the  charge  of  practicing  reck- 
lessly a  system  of  treatment  which  experience  proves  to  be  un- 
necessary, if  not  actually  pernicious.  Dr.  Coulston,  in  the  Cum- 
berland Asylum,  found  that  opium  soon  lost  its  effect,  that  all 
the  patients  lost  weight  while  taking  it,  that  their  average  tem- 
perature fell,  that  the  pulse  was  lowered,  and  ttiat  in  all  cases 
'it  interfered  with  the  proper  nutrition  of  the  body,  and  pushed 
it  one  step  further  down  hill  in  the  direction  of  death.'  If  such 
be  the  eflects  of  opium,  what  may  be  expected  of  chloral,  see- 
ing that  it  is  certainly  more  injurious  to  the  nutrition  of  the 
body,  and  particularly  of  the  brain,  than  opiun?  .  .  .  The 
regular  use  of  chloral,  or  any  other  sedative,  in  order  to  pro- 
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duce  a  stuperoua  quiet,  is  not  yet  proved  to  be  any  more  scien- 
tific than  it  would  be  to  place  the  patients  in  suitably  construct- 
ed chambers  and  render  them  insensible  with  a  calculated  mix- 
ture of  air  and  carbonic  acid."  By  sim  lar  arguments  we  have 
shown  that  narcotics  have  no  place  whatever  in  the  rational 
treatment  of  any  disease — physical  or  mental. 

We  will  content  ourselves  with  one  more  quotation.  Speak- 
ing of  conium,  our  author  says:  '^  That  it  lessens  the  excite- 
ment of  the  paroxysms  in  some  cases  of  recurrent  mania,  fail, 
ing  to  do  so  in  others,  seems  to  be  pretty  certain ;  but  there  is 
not  sufficient  evidence  that  it  does  permanent  good  to  the  de- 
ranged mind*  Dr.  Savage  found  in  some  cases  a  marked  ten- 
dency to  weak-mindedn  ss  follow  the  use  of  the  drug;  and  the 
more  he  pressed  its  use,  the  more  marked  was  the  mental 
weakness.  The  datura  stramonium,  which  resembles  conium 
and  hyosciamus  in  its  physiological  action,  is  used  largely  for 
poisonous  purposes  in  India;  and  it  has  been  observed  that 
some  days  elapse  before  those  who  have  suffered  severely  from 
its  effects,  recover  their  memories  and  mental  powers  complete- 
ly. For  my  part  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  patient  wili  certainly 
recover  who  is  taking  repeated  large  doses  of  succus  conii,  if 
only  the  m%  medicatrix  naturm  be  strong  enough  to  get  the 
better  of  the  disease  and  of  the  drug." 

One  can  not  but  marvel  that,  with  such  a  clear  view  of  the 
inaptitude  of  narcotics.  Dr.  Maudsley  still  directs  their  use  for 
insanity.  This  can  be  accounted  for  only  on  two  grounds,  Ist. 
The  influence  of  education.  2nd.  Lack  of  knowledge  of  other 
means.  Could  such  a  candid  gentleman  become  acquainted 
with  the  views  and  the  remedies  of  Physio- Medicalism — which 
remedies  have  been  found  trustworthy  in  private  practice  for 
75  years,  and  wonderfully  successful  in  Prof.  Wiight's  hands 
during  his  nine  year's  Superin tendency  of  the  Toledo  Asylum, 
he  would  surely  reject  narcotics  as  both  needless  and  pernicious 
'under  all  circumstances.  W.  H.  C. 
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PHLEGMASIA  ALBA  DOLENS. 

B.  M.  SAVAGE,  M.  D. 


Mrs.  R.,  aged  18  years,  primipara  of  sangaine  and  lymphat- 
ic temperaments,  was  delivered  of  a  seven  months^  child  on  the 
17th  of  January  last.  No  physician  was  called  until  the  20th, 
when  the  milk  fever  came  on,  which  alarmed  her  husband^ 
From  that  time  until  the  27th,  she  was  under  the  care  of  two 
physicians  of  the  allopathic  persuasion,  one  of  whom  claims  to 
be  a  specialist  as  an  obstetrician. 

On  the  27th,  I  was  summoned  in  great  haste  to  see  the  lady, 
and  found  her  presenting  the  following  symptoms:  Severe 
pain  in  the  calf  of  the  left  leg,  increased  on  pressure ;  consider- 
able tenderness  along  the  course  of  the  femoral  vessels  and 
lower  portion  of  abdomen  on  the  K  ft  side ;  the  femoral  vein 
was  very  much  enlarged  and  hard.  Leg  in  a  semi- flexed  posi 
tion,  slightly  swollen  below  the  knee,  and  could  not  be  straight- 
ened without  severe  pain.  Pulse  130,  soft  and  compressible; 
tongue  coated  with  a  white,  moist  fur;  countenance  very  pale, 
no  appetite,  urine  scant  and  high  colored,  bowels  constipated 
and  moved  only  by  the  use  of  physic  or  enema. 

Prescribed  the  following  as  a  diaphoretic  and  nervine : 

]^    Gypripedium, 

Oaulophyllum,  aa  S  ss 

Zingiberis,  3  ij 

M.    Sig:  Infuse  in  one  pint  of  boiling  water.    Dose,  one 
to  two  tablespoonsful  every  hour  until  rest  was  secured. 

As  an  hepatic : 

^    Leptandrin,  gr.  xvi 

Apocynin,  gr.vy 

Hydrastia  Phos., 

Irisin,  aa  gr.  iv 

M.  Ft.  Chart.  No.  8,  in  capsules.    Sig:   One  to  be  given 
every  twelve  hours  until  the  bowels  moved,  then  one  at  night. 

For  the  kidneys  I  gave  fl.  ext.  eupatorium  purp.,  S  y ;  A-  ext. 
juniperis,  5  J.    M.   Sig:   Teaspoonful  every  four  hours  during 
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the  day.  Locally  applied  a  poultice  of  hops  and  bran,  spread 
thinly  with  a  powder  composed  of  three  parts  lobelia  sem.  and 
one  part  capsicum,  to  be  applied  to  the  calf  of  the  leg. 

The  next  day  I  found  my  patient  much  better.  Pulse  112 
and  fuller,  rested  well  during  the  after  part  of  the  night,  tongue 
etill  coated,  appetite  some  better,  had  a  copious  discharge  from 
the  bowels,  kidneys  more  free  and  urine  not  so  high  colored. 
Ordered  the  same  treatment  continued,  except  the  infusion, 
which  was  given  once  in  two  hours,  in  which  was  to  be  given 
a  powder  once  in  four  hours  composed  of  cimicifugin,  caulo- 
phyllin,  and  xanthoxylin,  aa  gr.  ss.  Locally,  the  limb  to  be 
wrapped  in  a  wet  blanket  as  warm  as  could  be  borne  for  half 
an  hour.  Verbascum  to  be  used  instead  of  hops  in  making  the 
poultice;  also  the  leaves  to  be  wilted  in  a  strong  decoction  of 
the  same  and  laid  along  the  course  of  the  femoral  vein  and  low- 
er portion  of  the  abdomen. 

On  the  following  day  the  infusion  was  discontinued,  tonics 
taking  its  place.  Salicine  and  hydrastia  phosphate  being  the 
principle  ones  usod.  Other  remedies  were  discontinued  as  the 
symptoms  indicating  them  subsided.  There  was  but  little  swell- 
ing followed.  The  lady  made  a  good  recovery,  and  has  now 
perfect  use  of  the  limb. 

Albany^  Oregon. 


ACUTE  RHEUMATISM,  AND  CASES. 

G.  S.  CHALMERS,  M.  D. 


In  this  western  country,  with  its  wi  !e  sweep  of  pr.arie,  with 
but  little  forest  to  break  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  far  from  any 
large  sheet  of  water  with  its  equalizing  effects,  there  is  no  af. 
fliction  more  prevalent  or  harder  to  get  rid  of  than  rheumatism. 
Much  has  been  written  and  spoken  on  the  etiology  of  this 
troublesome  affection,  and  the  question  is  still  far  from  being 
settled.  This  much  may  be  safely  set  down  as  having  to  do 
with  its  appearance  or  presence :  Sudden  alternation  from  heat 
to  cold,  or  rapid  and  frequent  changes  in  the  thermal  condition 
of  the  atmosphere.    This  may  be  limited  to  a  single  case,  or 
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extended  to  the  influence  of  a  tract  of  country,  or  the  mutations 
of  a  particular  season. 

If,  then,  it  is  admitted  that  the  sudden  transitions  from  heat 
to  cold  are  instrumental  in  producing  this  state  of  the  human 
body,  which  we  designate  as  above,  the  next  question  that 
would  come  up  w(»uld  be,  how  do  they  produce  this  effect  ?  This 
is  a  question  not  easily  answered.  The  primary  and  immediate 
effect  of  cold  on  the  heated  surface  of  the  body,  is  contraction 
of  the  millions  of  secreting  pores,  with  comparative  suspension 
of  their  important  function.  Coupled  with  this,  capillary  con* 
traction  with  recession  of  blood  from  the  surface  is  a  constant 
concomitant.  But  why  this  should  produce  the  rbeumAtic  con- 
dition of  the  joints  and  muscular  structures  of  the  body,  is  by 
no  means  so  plain.  We  know  that  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  al- 
so bronchitis,  and  in  some  cases  diarrhea,  follow  the  same  pro- 
voking cause.  But  why,  in  one  case  we  should  have  the  one 
disease,  and  in  another  the  other,  I  have  yet  to  hear  explained 
to  my  satisfaction. 

We  have  in  Illinois  a  large  crop  of  rheumatic  difficulties  ev- 
ery spring  and  fall.  A  person  n^ho  has  been  well  in  all  appear- 
ances will  be  suddenly  taken  down  with  this  exceedingly  pain- 
ful and  prostrating  malady.  I  have,  in  my  practice  of  five 
years,  seen  more  suffering  through  this  disease,  than  through 
the  whole  remaining  category.  These  I  have  treated  with^eat- 
er  or  less  success,  according  as  I  adhered  to  a  certain  line  of 
policy.  To  call  out  remarks  from  others,  and  to  give  the  bene- 
fit of  my  experience,  I  will  describe  two  cases  which  are  large- 
ly typical  of  the  disease  as  we  here  see  it. 

On  the  13th  of  last  January,  I  was  called  to  see  a  married  la- 
dy in  a  family  where  I  practiced.  She  is  aged  about  45  years, 
of  rather  spare  build,  dark  hair  and  complexion,  and  has  motor 
temperament  largely  predominating.  S^e  had  been  in  rather 
feeble  health  for  some  time,  and  the  day  befor3  I  was  called 
had  taken  to  her  bed.  She  said  she  then  felt  sore  and  stiff  all 
over.  They  thought  she  had  taken  cold,  and  were  dosing  her 
with  warm  teas  in  common  country  fashion.  I  found  her  in 
great  agony,  the  face  pinched  and  drawn  with  a  look  which 
speaks  unutterable  things.  She  was  then  suffering  most  with 
her  hands  and  feet,  which  she  could  not  bear  to  have  handled. 
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The  joints  were  very  bright-red  and  considerably  swollen.  Her 
knees  were  also  affected,  and  she  could  not  either  move  her- 
self or  allow  others  to  move  her.  Her  face  and  whole  skin  had 
almo.^t  an  olive  hue,  her  tongue  was  heavily  loaded  with  a  dark 
yellow  fur,  and  the  whole  mouth,  including  the  lips,  was  quite 
parched.  The  skin  had  quite  a  pungent*  heat,  and  dry  scaly 
feeling.  The  bowels  were  very  costive,  the  urine  scanty  and 
high  colored. 

I  realized  that  I  had  a  hard  case  to  deal  with  and  one  which 
would  require  thorough  treatment.  The  lady  was  so  permea- 
ted with  the  virus  and  the  pain  so  excruciating  that  no  tempo- 
rizing was  permissible.  I  quickly  made  up  my  mind  that  here, 
if  any  where,  was  the  place  for  a  vapor-bath,  and  gave  the  necr 
essary  orders  for  its  preparation.  This  had  to  be  enforced  with 
great  determination,  as  many  fears  and  objections  were  advan- 
ced ;  but  I  finally  said  'Hhat  or  nothing  from  me."  The  task  of 
getting  her  out  of  bed  and  over  the  bath  was  no  light  one,  but 
I  deemed  that  I  could  do  it  so  much  more  thoroughly  and  sat- 
isfactorily out  of  bed  that  I  incurred  the  extra  trouble.  I  had 
her  drink  some  warm  tea,  and  put  her  feet  in  warm  water,  took 
off  what  clothing  we  could  get,  raised  the  vapor  by  means  of 
bricks,  and  kept  her  thus  twenty  minutes.  By  this  time  she 
was  sweating  profusely  and  coul .  move  her  hands  herself.  Had 
her  well  rubbed  off  and  put  back  to  bed,  she  feeling  much  more 
comfortable.  Put  her  on  an  infusion  of  asclepias,  cimicifuga 
and  xanthoxylum  with  a  trace  of  lobelia*  Ordcired  a  powder 
of  leptandrih  gr.  iij,  podophyllin  gr.  ss,  every  twelve  hours. 

Next  day  I  learned  that  she  had  rested  better  during  the  firbt 
part  of  the  night,  but  towards  morning  had  grown  very  restless 
and  suffered  as  much  as  before.  The  joints  were  swollen  as 
much  as  before,  and  the  feet  were  excee  ingly  tender.  Bowels 
had  moved  once  during  the  night,  but  the  urine  was  still  scanty. 
I  again  ordered  the  bath,'  and  had  about  the  same  experience  as 
on  the  day  previous.  Ordered  the  powders  continued,  and  trit- 
urated oil  of  juniper  given  for  the  kidneys. 

On  the  next  day  I  found  that,  while  she  had  been  much  more 
comfortable  after  the  bath,  she  was  still  suffering  very  acutely, 
the  back  and  shoulders  being  now  involved.  The  feet  and 
knees  were  so  sensitive  that  she  could  not  bear  the  weight  of 
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the  bed-clothes,  and  for  this  I  extemporized  a  sort  of  tent  with 
three  pieces  of  barrel  hoop,  attached  by  as  many  pieces  of  fine 
cane,  and  secured  in  semicircular  shape.  This  was  set  in  bed 
over  the  limbs,  preventing  the  clothes  from  touching  them  and 
affording  great  relief.  The  weather  at  this  time  was  quite  cold, 
and  my  patient  was  in  a  room  where  there  was  no  stove.  I  dis- 
covered that  the  low  temperature  of  the  room  was  having  a 
deleterious  effect  upon  her  and  urged  that  she  should  be  re- 
moved to  a  room  where  the  temperature  would  be  under  con- 
trol. We  gave  her  another  bath,  this  time  a  very  thorough  one, 
removing  all  clothing,  drying  her  off  carefully  and  putting  her 
into  a  well  aired  bed  with  the  thermometer  up  to  80®  F.  Gave 
instructions  to  keep  it  at  that  temperature  day  and  night  The 
infusion  and  the  powders  were  continued. 

Though  the  disease  did  not  at  once  begin  to  give  way,  I  found 
i^more  tractable.  The  patient  could  now  endure  her  troubles, 
and  sleep  better.  I  gave  her  baths  five  days  in  succession ; 
then  seeing  that  the  pulse  had  lost  its  hrrdness  and  hammer- 
like stroke,  and  that  the  skin  felt  more  pliable  and  less  pun- 
gent, I  omitted  them  for  two  days.  On  the  eighth  day  I  gave 
another  bath,  it  being  now  an  easy  matter  as  she  could  help 
herself.  The  tongue  was  now  clearing  and  becoming  moist, 
the  patient  getting  a  little  appetite  for  food,  aud  resting  well. 
I  did  not  see  her  on  the  ninth  day,  but  on  the  tenth,  when  she 
was  comfortable,  I  helped  her  get  up  to  have  her  bed  made ; 
and  when  ready  to  return,  she  stood  upon  her  feet  and  almost 
got  in  bed  without  assistance.  I  now  put  her  on  tr.  phytolacca 
berries,  Sijss;  fl.  ext.  cimicifuga,  xanthoxylum  and  juniper, 
each  5  S6.  Discharged  her.  I  have  not  seen  her  since,  but  have 
heard  that  she  could  make  her  own  bed  and  go  out  to  meals  on 
the  fourteenth  day. 

I  have  taken  up  so  much  space  with  this  case,  that  I  shall 
merely  sketch  the  other.  The  young  lady  was  a  patient  eight- 
een years,  of  sanguine-bilious  temperament  Had  been  taken 
a  lew  days  before,  and  was  under  allopathic  care.  As  they 
thought  she  was  getting  worse,  I  was  called  in.  This  case  was 
not  quite  so  severe  as  the  other,  but  like  it,  the  trouble  was 
confined  mostly  to  the  hands  and  feet.  She  likewise  was  in  a 
cool  bedroom.    I  at  once  ordered  her  moved  to  a  room  where 
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she  could  be  kept  warm.  In  this  instance  I  could  not  get  good 
assistance  to  give  a  bath,  so  I  resorted  to  another  plan,  and  had 
them  fill  a  number  of  small  sacks  with  hops,  put  them  in  a  pot 
and  boil  them,  and  keep  one  of  the  sacks  on  every  aiSfected 
joint,  changing  as  they  dried  and  keeping  a  large  dry  flannel 
cloth  wound  around  to  keep  in  the  vapor.  I  put  her  on  about 
the  same  treatment  as  the  other.  I  saw  her  6  days  in  succes- 
sion ;  at  the  end  of  which  there  was  no  trace  of  inflammation 
in  any  of  the  joints.  During  this  time  she  had  been  in  an  al- 
most continuous  perpspiration.  At  the  end  of  ten  days,  I  was 
notified  that  she  was  not  feeling  so  well,  and  on  visiting  her 
fo*  nd  that  she  had  got  out  of  bed  and  gone  into  another  room 
and  helped  herself  to  a  good  drink  of  cold  water.  Almost  im- 
mediately after  this  she  was  seized  with  a  severe  pain  through 
her  breast,  and  around  the  region  of  the  heart.  This  caused 
great  oppression  of  breath,  with  considerable  disturbance  of 
the  heart  Warm  applications  were  made  without  and  stimu- 
lation to  the  inside,  when  the  trouble  soon  gave  way.  She  is 
now  ccnvalescing  fairly.  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  see  her 
again 

My  experience  is,  that  these  patients  must  be  kept  in  a  uni< 
formly  high  temperature,  that  the  functions  of  the  skin  must 
be  stimulated  and  free  perspiration  secured,  and  the  liver 
and  kidneys  kept  working  freely.  If  this  is  done,  there  need  be 
no  six  weeks'  suffering  or  crippled  joints  through  rheumatism. 

Knoxville^  III, 


NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNAECOLOGY. 


Early  Viability. — Mrs.  M.,  aged  16,  had  a  miscarriage  in  the 
fifth  month  of  her  first  pregnancy.  Two  years  after,  at  the  end 
of.  the  fifth  or  beginning  of  the  sixth  month  of  gestation,  she 
again  miscarried.  The  child  was  laid  to  one  side  without  at- 
tention, for  half  an  hour;  when  its  feeble  cry  brought  it  to  no- 
lice.  It  was  carefully  dressed,  nursed  on  a  soft  pillow,  and  ff^d 
drop  by  drop.  Length,  nine  inches ;  weight,  a  pound  and  a 
half;  cranial  walls  cartilaginous  and  very  elastic.  Living  thus 
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for  three  months,  it  then  opened  its  eyes,  took  the  breast,  cried 
a  little,  and  began  to  grow  faster.  It  is  now  fifteen  months  eld, 
can  begin  to  walk,  and  has  never  had  any  sickness  of  conse- 
quence.— J.  H.  Moare^i  M.  2>.,  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Chloral  and  Puebpsral  Convulsions. — ^We  made  a  note  on 
these  convulsions  in  our  last  issue.  M.  Guyot  informs  a  Paris 
Medical  Society  that  he  has  had  remarkable  success  in  eclamp- 
sia by  using  enemas  of  chloral,  at  the  same  time  bleeding  when 
there  is  congestion.  Chloral  acts  on  the  brain,  and  destroys  its 
functions  as  well  as  those  of  the  muscles  of  the  heart.  One 
English  writer  called  it  a  ^'crystallized  hell. "  An  instance  of 
it^  use  in  eclampsia  recently  occurrrd  here.  A  young  woman 
had  puerperal  convulsions  about  the  seventh  month,  child  re- 
moved by  instruments,  bleeding  practiced  and  chloral  injected- 
Consciousness  never  returned.  For  8ome  forty-eight  hours  her 
die, — doing  nothing  to  arouse,  not  giving  a  n  ourishing  or  a 
stimulating  enema,  or  even  drawing  the  urine  I 


Osseous  Vaginal  Ooglusion. — Dr.  Snyder  reports  a  case  in 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.  The  lady  was  delivered  by 
cephalotomy  with  a  blunt  hook  some  five  or  six  years  ago.  Re- 
covery was  followed  by  incontinence  of  urine,  probably  from 
vesico- vaginal  fistula.  He  saw  her  in  her  second  confinement; 
found  a  hard  ring  within  the  vagina,  wtiich  he  mistook  for  the 
os;  found  his  mistake  at  last,  concluded  that  delivery  was  im- 
possible without  removing  this  ring,  and  sent  for  counsel.  Two 
physicians  responded  promptly,  and  agreed  with  him.  He  went 
for  instruments,  returned  in  two  hours,  found  her  sinking,  and 
in  two  hours  more  she  was  dead, — twelve  hours  from  the  begin- 
ning of  labor.  No  operation  was  made,  and  no  post  mortem  id- 
lowed,  but  he  concluded  the  ring  was  bony.  One  cannot  but 
query  why  he  mistook  such  a  ring  for  the  os,  and  why  he  wait- 
ed so  many  hours  before  moving  for  her  relief.  Did  he  delay, 
six  or  eight  hours  before  distinguisning  the  ring  from  an  os 
uteri? 


Complete  Prolapsus. — Prof.  Thomas,  in  a  clinical  lecture  re- 
ported for  Gaillard'd  Medical  Journal,  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
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that  a  degree  of  uterine  procidentia  which  brings  the  fundus 
down  to  the  valva,  may  cause  little  suffering.  He  presented  a 
woman  doing  hard  worky^  looking  in  fair  health,  complaining 
of  nothing  but  weakness  and  an  uncomfortable  feeling  across 
the  pelvis  when  fatigued;  and  yet  the  uterus  had  for  several 
years  been  so  far  extended  that  ^^  the  fundus  is  just  within  the 
vulva,  the  bladder  is  dragged  down  in  front  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  rectum  is  drawn  down  so  that  the  most 
marked  rectal  prolapsus  exists."  His  treatment  was  by  a  cup 
pessary  sustained  with  elastic  straps,  by  day ;  removing  this  at 
night  and  using  a  strong  astringent  injection  liberally,  to  shriv- 
el the  vagina ;  and  replacing  the  pessary  before  she  rose  in  the 
morning. 


Death  from  Intra-uterine  Injeotiok  of  Perghloride  of  Iron. 
— ^In  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Herman  and  Mr.  Brown,  (  Obstet- 
Journ.  Ot,  BtU)  the  uterus  did  not  contract  properly  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta.  A  solution  of  perchloride  (of  the 
strength  of  one  to  six,  as  nearly  as  could  be  jessed)  was  in- 
jected into  the  uterus  with  a  Higginson  syringe,  to  which  a 
long  uterine  tube  was  attached.  The  patient  was  very  anaemic, 
but  judged  from  the  pulse  and  aspect,  in  no  immediate  danger 
of  death.  After  the  first  syringeful  or  two  had  been  injected, 
the  patient  seemed  a  little  uneasy,  but  said,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  the  injection  did  not  give  her  much  pain,  and 
the  injection  was  continued.  After  a  few  more  syringefuls  she 
gave  a  faint  cry,  threw  up  her  arms,  turned  pale,  gasped  for 
breath ;  a  few  sighing  inspirations  followed,  and  then  she  was 
dead.  An  autopsy  was  not  allowed.  The  authors  think  it  prob- 
able that  death  happened  from  a  thrombus  becoming  detached 
from  a  uterine  vein,  and  being  carried  up  to  the  heart.  They 
infer  that  it  is  not  perfectly  safe  to  inject  a  large  quantity  of 
solution  of  perchloride  of  iron  into  the  recently  delivered  uter- 
us, an  inference  already  dsawn  by,  we  think,  most  of  those  who 
have  carefully  weighed  recorded  experience  upon  the  matter* 
— N.  Y.  Med.  JournaU 


DiAQNOsis  of  Ovarian   Oyrt. — Prof.  Ooodell  distinguishes 
ovarian  cyst  from  dropsy  in  the  following  manner :    In  a  case 
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6i  ascites,  the  abdomen,  when  the  patient  is  placed  on  her  back, 
is  flat  on  top,  and  bulges  out  at  tho  sides*  In  ovarian  cyst,  the 
very  opposite  is  true.  In  ascites  the  intestines  float  up  to  the 
top,  and  resonance  is  elicited  upon  percussion.  In  ovarian  cyst 
percussion  ^ives  only  flatness.  There  is  one  certain  way  of  set- 
tling the  question  of  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  ovarian 
cysts,  and  that  is  by  means  of  the  aspirator.  The  fluid  of  as- 
cites is  straw-colored  and  limpid ;  that  of  a  monocyst  is  perfect- 
ly clear  and  limpid,  like  spring  water ;  and  that  of  a  polycyst  is 
thick,  dark  and  turbid,  from  disintegrated  red  blood  corpuscles; 
-that  of  an  oligocyst  is  usually  of  a  milk-and-water  or  of  a  light 
brown  color.  The  discovery  of  the  Drysdale  ovarian  cells  in  an 
aspirated  fluid  is  proof  positive  of  its  origin. — Medical  Record. 


NOTES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY. 


Jamaica  DodwoOn. — We  caution  our  readers  not  to  class  tliis 
plant  with  the  American  dogwood,  because  the  common  name 
is  the  same.  The  Jamaica  article  in  no  way  allied  to  our  Cor- 
nus,  either  by  botanical  classification  or  natural  properties.  It 
is  employed  to  stupefy  fish,  whence  its  generic  name  Piscidia, 
Coarsely  pounded  and  thrown  into  still  water,  it  will  soon  cause 
the  fishes  there  to  rise  to  the  surface  stupefied  or  actually  dead. 
It  is  an  iti tense  narcotic,  more  dangerous  than  opium  and  fay- 
oscvamus. 


Nitro-Glycerine. — According  to  the  British  Medical  Journ- 
al, this  article  is  coming  rapidly  into  favor  in  England  as  a  rem- 
edy I  In  from  two  to  six  minutes  after  taking  a  dose,  the  pulse 
becomes  hurried  and  dicrotous,  and  this  action  continues  for 
nearly  half  an  hour.  A  dicrotous  pulse  is  anything  but  a  prom- 
ising condition ;  and  an  article  that  so  quickly  strikes  the  heart 
is  full  of  explosive  danger,  even  without  "blowing  up." 


Hyoscyamus  v8  Opium.— Dr.  W.J.  Jones,  in  the  Virginia  Med- 
ical Monthly,  reports  a  case  where  a  young  man,  accustomed 
to  take  laudanum  at  bed  time,  emptied  an  ounce  vial  by  de- 
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grees.  The  usual  symptoms  of  opium  poisoning  followed.  He 
vomited.  The  doctor  "directed  that  he  be  literally  wrapped  n 
mostard  plasters  from  his  feet  to  his  neck,"  twenty  drops  fluid 
extract  hyoscyamus  were  injected  hypodermically,  mustard 
plasters  and  baths  were  continued  at  intervals,  and  he  was 
made  to  swallow  a  quantity  of  strong  coffee.  The  man,  by  the 
fifth  day,  recovered  consciousness;  the  credit  of  cure  is  given 
to  that  one  hypodermic  of  hyoscyamus ;  the  efScacy  of  the  vom. 
iting,  mustard  from  feet  to  neck,  and  coffee,  pass  lor  nothing 
What  kept  him  unconscious  iovfive  days  f    The  hyoscyamus  ? 


Peony  root  xjf  Epilepsy. — In  the  Southern  Clinic  Dr.  Shields 
reports  two  cases  of  severe  epilepsy,  in  which  he  used  a  pretty 
strong  decoction  of  white  peony  root  three  times  a  day,  and 
claims  for  them  a  cure. 


Quinine  in  Aitter-Pains. — A  discussion  in  the  Ric  mond 
(Va.)  Academy  of  Medicine,  brought  out  strongly  the  \alue 
of  quinine  in  subduing  after-pains.  Dr.  James  B.  McCaw  said 
that  recently  he  has  found  quinia  in  full  doses  one  of  the  most 
potent  remedies  for  labor  after-pains.  He  mentioned  the  case 
of  a  lady  lately  under  his  charge  who  had  borne  six  children — 
always  having  an  easy  delivery,  but  suffering  after-pains  of  a 
most  painful  character  for  five  or  six  days.  Formerly  she  used 
camphor  and  opium,  enemata  of  morphia,  etc.,  but  could  not 
succeed  in  cutting  them  short.  In  her  last  confinement  he 
determined  to  test  the  quinia  treatment,  and  gave  her  five 
grains  of  sulphate  of  quinia  after  the  first  after  pain,  which  was 
very  severe,  and  repeated  the  dose  at  the  end  of  four  hours. 
The  remedy  acted  like  a  charm — perfect  relief  from  these  pains 
resulting.  Dr.  O.  Fairfax  stated  that,  in  his  hands,  quinia  had 
yielded  the  same  results  as  spoken  of  by  Dr.  McGaw — being 
much  more  certain  in  its  action,  and  not  followed  by  the  train 
of  unpleasant  symptoms  so  frequent  after  the  use  of  opium* 
Dr.  L.  6.  Edwards  had  used  quinia  regularly  for  the  purpose 
named  ever  since  its  recommendation  in  1874,  by  Dr.  Wm. 
Goodell,  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  O.  A.  Crenshaw  had  used  quinia 
for  after-pains,  and  was  satisfied  that  no  better  remedy  existed* 
—  Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 
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Utero-Plaoental  Syphilitic  Infection. — Dr.  N.  S.  Hender- 
son reports,  in  the  American  Practitioner,  a  case  proving  the 
possibility  of  infecitng  the  the  fcatus  in  atero  with  i^yphilis 
contracte !  after  conception.  The  husband  contracted  a  sore 
by  illicit  intercourse  more  than  three  months  after  his  wife 
conceived.  She  was  poisoned  from  him,  having  a  chancre  fol» 
lowed  by  constitutional  syphilis,  between  her  third  and  fourth 
month.  When  the  child  was  borne  it  was  intensely  syphiiitici 
coverhd  from  head  to  foot  with  syphilitic  patches,  and  nodes 
on  most  of  the  long  bones.    It  lived  two  weeks. 


Biliary  Fistula  CoMMUNiCATiNa  win  the  Luno. — Dr.  Dresch- 
feld,  in  the  London  Lancet,  gives  the  case  of  a  man  aged  62, 
who  had  a  cough  with  bright  yellow  expectoration ;  sputum  in 
two  layers,  the  lower  containing  pus-cells  atid  bile  coloring 
matter,  the  upper  green,  and  giving  all  the  reactions  of  bile; 
quantity  eight  or  ten  ounces  a  day ;  riaised  without  much  effort 
if  he  lay  down,  and  brought  up  without  coughing  if  he  sat  up- 
No  jaundice,  skin  moisi,  chest  movements  normal,  slight  dysp- 
noBa,  slight  emphysema  and  bronchitis,  pulse  64,  soft  and  thin, 
veins  prominent,  tongue  heavily  furred,  abdomen  retracted,  no 
fullness  or  tenderness,  liver  dullness  normal,  poor  appetite^  flat- 
ulence, slight  constipation.  Attacks  of  biliary  vomiting  super- 
vened, with  hsematemesis ;  finally  prostration,  hiccough  and 
death.  Autopsy  revealed  old  and  thick  adhesions  between  the 
liver  and  left  lung ;  liver  nearly  normal ;  gall  cyst  dilated  with 
clear  mucus,  without  a  trace  of  bile,  and  no  gall  stones,  cut  off 
by  adhesions  from  the  cystic  duct  Dilated  ducts  in  the  liver 
were  filled  with  a  creamy  fluid,  and  ran  to  a  cavity  on  the  up- 
per surface  of  the  liver,  where  was  a  branched  calculus,  and 
from  thence  a  tortuous  canal  communicating  with  a  bronchus. 
Lungs  variously  congested,  hepatized,  and  <Bdemat»u8. 


Oysticerci  in  the  Brain. — ^A  case  of  this  character  is  record- 
ed by  Dr.  Joseph  PoUak  in  the  Wiener  Med.  Freese.  The  pa- 
tient was  a  boy  eight  years  of  age.  Examination  of  the  pulse, 
temperature,  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  failed  to  reveal 
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anything  abnormal.  The  boy  complained  of  excruciating  head- 
ache, and  his  piercing  ories  were  loud  enoufi:h  to  be  heard  at 
quite  a  distance.  Very  shortly  after  his  first  visit  the  attend- 
ant was  recalled,  when  he  found  the  pupils  dilated,  the  urine 
and  faeces  passed  involuntarily,  the  abdomen  distended ;  head- 
ache was  still  severe.  Every  few  hours,  attacks  of  an  epilepti- 
form nature  recurred,  while  in  the  intervals  there  was  a  remark- 
able absence  of  all  these  symptoms.  At  one  of  his  visits  just 
after  prescribing  a  cathartic,  he  l)ad  occasion  tx)  examine  the 
stools,  where  he  found  portions  of  a  taenia.  The  presence  of 
this,  in  connection  with  the  other  symptoms,  at  once  aroused 
the  suspicion  that  he  had  here  a  c^se  of  entozoal  origin.  At 
his  next  visit  he  found  the  patient  comatose,  and  on  examina- 
tion of  his  pupils  found,  to  his  surprise,  what  proved  to  be  on  a 
closer  examination  a  cysticercu3  in  the  anterior  chamber.  He 
at  once  pronounced  the  case  one  of  cysticercus  of  the  brain. 
The  patient  died  shortly  afterward,  and  the  diagnosis  was  fully 
verified. 


SiTLPHUB  IN  Diphtheria. — Dr.  Stuart  gives  the  following :  I 
find  that  to  rub  sulphur  up  with  a  little  water,  and  to  apply  it 
on  a  swab  to  the  throat,  is  the  easiest  and  safest  method  of  ap- 
plication, for  in  blowing  the  dry  substance  into  the  throat  it 
was  sometimes  not  so  easy  to  get  it  on  the  desired  spot,  and 
besides,  the  patient,  especially  if  a  child,  is  very  apt  to  cough 
np  sputa  in  your  face,  a  most  dangerous  proceeding.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  moistened  sulphur 
sticks  better  to  the  throat  than  the  dry  substance,  and  this  is, 
I  think,  tlie  advantage  which  a  solid  antiseptic  has  over  a  fluid, 
viz.,  that  it  exerts  its  action  for  a  longer  time,  and  this  I  think, 
is  also  in  favor  of  the  method  of  treatment,  where  powdered 
benzoate  of  soda  is  blown  on  the  throat.  In  using  sulphur  pre- 
cipitatum  we  get  a  substance  which,  being  free  from  grittiness, 
is  more  agreeable  to  the  patient.  To  show  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  diseased  disappeared  when  treated  in  this  way,  I  find 
that  of  six  cases  under  this  method  successfully  treated,  the  av^ 
erage  number  of  visits  required  from  me  was  2.5  ;  an  extraor 
dinary  statement,  but  one  which  is  perfectly  correct. — Ameri* 
lean  Practitioner. 


Editorial   Department. 


GIVING  TEMPORARY  RELIEF. 


Dr.  J.  M.  Fothergill  discusses  this  topic  sensibly  in  the  Lon. 
don  Practitioner ;  and  if  all  were  to  heed  his  sound  arguments, 
the  allopathic  practice  would  soon  be  revolutionized  so  as  to 
come  up  to  the  Physio-Medical  standard.  He  sees*  how  great 
is  the  temptation  to  give  satisfaction  by  securing  quick  relief; 
but  shows  that  this  is  too  often  done  by  narcotics,  thus  merely 
blunting  sensibility,  and  gaining  temporary  applause  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  future  well-being  of  the  patient.  Aiming  wholly 
at  present  ease,  relying  upon  and  repeating  narcosis,  and  leav- 
ing the  real  disease  unexplored  and  unrelieved,  is  the  course 
of  indolence ;  and  patients  pay  for  this  by  lasting  disease  and 
premature  decay. 

No  intelligent  physician  can  gainsay  the  arguments  of  Dr. 
Fothergill.  They  are  beyond  questioning.  And  yet  the  gene- 
ral practice  of  to-day  is  rushing  more  violently  than  ever  after 
nacotics,  seeking  for  new  sedatives  with  greed  and  using  them 
with  blindness.  The  mass  of  the  profession  seem  desirous  only 
of  striking  into  silence  the  suffering  nerves,  and  then  leaving 
the  twice-injured  frame  for  Nature  to  restore  as  best  she  can. 
Too  idle  or  ill-informed  to  search  out  the  real  conditions  of  dis- 
ease, they  are  content  to  please  the  patient  for  the  time  being 
by  means  which  they  know  will  entail  mischief, — thus  taking 
advantage  of  his  ignorance  to  work  him  a  grave  damage  while 
flattering  him  with  the  semblance  of  a  benefit.  Such  facts,  cou- 
pled with  uniform  attempts  to  crush  down  a  more  intelligent 
practice  by  the  mere  weight  of  numbers,  is  a  sad  reflection  on 
the  intelligence  and  honor  of  the  profession  at  large.  Public 
safety  requires  that  medical  practice  be  governed  by  other  and 
more  scientific  hands. 
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Neurasthenia  is  the  expressive  title  given  by  G.  M.  Beard, 
M.  D.,  to  the  general  condition  of  ^  nerve  exhaustion.  His 
tboaghts  are  familiar  to  readers  of  many  journals,  and  he  has 
now  embodied  them  in  a  volume  issued  by  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
New  York.  The  prevalence  of  this  condition  in  our  country,  is 
startling;  and  the  profession  will  be  thankful  to  Dr.  Beard  for 
the  forcible  manner  in  which  he  has  described  it  and  separated 
it  from  other  affections  of  the  nervous  system.  His  book  is  an 
oasis  in  the  desert  of  common-places  among  medical  works.$2.00 

Dr.  Montis  on  Diseases  oftht  Skin  gives  a  concise  view  of 
these  maladies,  their  usual  classification,  and  the  too  general 
methods  of  treatment.  We  fail  to  find  it  anything  that  is  fresh ; 
and  cannot  but  wonder  why  space  is  occupied  with  the  erup- 
tions of  typhus,  typhoid,  scarlatina,  etc.,  seeing  that  these  erup- 
tions an;  mere  incidents  to  general  maladies,  and  are  not  ^^skin 
diseases"  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  expression.  Philadelphia^ 
H.  0.  Lea's  Son  &  Co. ;  Cincinnati,  R  Clarke  &  Co.  $  1.50 

One  of  the  books  that  every  physician  should  have  on  his 
shelves,  is  Prof.  Virchow's  directions  for  making  Post-Mortem 
laminations.  Not  every  physician  is  prepared  to  make  such 
an  examination  properly,  and  very  few  can  conduct  one  in  a 
judicious  manner  for  medico- legal  purposes.  This  little  volume 
gives  the  exact  information  required,  with  illustrative  cases, 
and  the  Prussian  regulations.  Philadelphia,  P.  Blakiston,  $  1.25 

Common  Mind-Troubles  is  a  series  of  very  interesting  chap- 
ters on  defects  of  memory,  confusion  of  thought,  sleeplessness, 
low  spirits,  temper,  morbid  fear,  the  secret  of  a  clear  head,  etc., 
by  Dr.  J.  M,  Qranvil.e,  London.  Profession  and  people  can  read 
it  with  profit.   Published  by  D.  G.  Brinton,  Philadelphia.  $  1.25 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— ^The  literary  editor  of  the  American  Practitioner  has  a 
frankness  that  is  refreshing.  He  opens  a  notice  of  a  pamphlet 
on  malaria  thus :    ^^  Some  men  are  afflicted  with  ideas — crude, 
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incomplete,  famished  ideas — which  they  persuade  themselves 
are  jerfection  of  knowledge,  and  for  which  the  world  must  suf- 
fer sadly  until  they  are  promulgated;  and  they  write  them  and 
have  them  printed." 

— A  correspondent  of  a  Cincinnati  paper  reports  that  a  woman 
in  Mechanicsburg,  Ohio,  on  April  20th  gave  birth  to  a  child 
weighing  18  pounds. 

— Dr.  Sims  spayed  a  young  woman,  (Beatty^s  operation)^  usiug 
bromide  of  ethyl  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  Twenty-one  hours  af- 
ter, the  teoman  died ;  and  he  thinks  the  death  was  due  to  the 
ethyl. 

— Dr.  Bucl  anan,  the  famous  (or  infamous)  diplomH  seller  of 
Philadelphia,  it  is  now  rumored,  intends  to  turn  ^^allopath.^ 
By  this  he  hopes,  it  would  seem,  to  find  honorable  recognition 
for  himself  and  his  swindling  diploma-buyers. 

— A  convent  school  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  has  had  an  out- 
break of  chorea  among  the  students.  The  convulsive  twitch, 
ings,  as  usual,  became  contagious  through  the  institution.  So 
extensively  did  the  trouble  spread,  that  the  schooHud  to  be 
closed. 

— On  Feb.  18,  Prof.  Tait  enucleated,  before  the  class  of  the  Inj 
STITUTE,  the  left  eye  of  a  lad  who  lost  its  sight  eight  years  be- 
fore by  a  percussion  accident.  He  had  suffered  no  inconve- 
nience from  it  since,  till  recently;  when  inj}imimation  followed 
exposure,  the  corgunctiva  became  enormously  infiltrated,  and 
an  abscess  formed  in  the  cornea,  A  rapid  recovery  was  made, 
and  a  glass  eye  is  now  in  use. 

— ^The  Illinois  Physio-Medical  Association  will  meet  at  Gales- 
burg  on  Tuesday,  June  8th,  1880.   Call  at  the  office  of  Prof.  Tait. 

— ^The  addresses  of  Dr.  Law  and  Prof.  Tait,  deliv  »red  at  the 
Commencement  exercises  of  the  PhtsioMedical  Institute  at 
the  last  session,  have  been  published  in  pamphlet,  together 
with  some  other  matter.  It  is  a  pamphlet  suitable  to  give  to 
friends  and  expectant  students,  and  our  physicians  should  not 
fail  to  distribute  it  widely.  It  may  be  ordered  from  this  office 
in  quantities  of  not  less  than  $  1.  worth. 
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A  CASE  OF  PRACTICAL  INTEREST. 

PBOF.  W.  F.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


In  March  1879, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs  H.  H.,  who  had  been 
prostrate  for  about  two  months.  Age  about  23 ;  had  been  nine 
months  married;  previous  health  for  fully  five  years  very  poor ; 
her  nervous  system  as  a  whole  had  been  in  that  prostrate  con- 
dition that  admitted  considerable  excitement.  She  is  of  the 
motive-mental  temperament,  tall  and  wonderfully  slender;  fond 
of  company  and  apt  to  worry  when  confined  to  the  house  or  her 
bed  even  for  a  few  days  at  a  time. 

She  liad  suffered  from  a  degenerate  leucorrhea  for  fully  three 
years  before  marriage;  also  from  dyspepsia  with  butyric-acid 
eructations ;  and  a  very  sluggislj  condition  of  the  bowels,  liver 
and  kidneys.  She  had  often  been  in  my  hands  during  those  five 
years,  sometimes  with  a  bilious,  a  dyspeptic,  or -a  leucorrheal 
attack ;  but  she  was  so  averse  to  taking  medicine  when  able  to 
be  around,  that  she  invariably  threw  it  aside  as  soon  as  she  could 
get  off  of  a  bed  of  sickness ;  therefore  her  fitness  for  the  trying 
duties  of  a  wife  and  mother  were  at  a  very  low  point  when  she 
entered  the  state  of  wedlock. 

I  found  her,  on  making  my  first  call,  as  indicated  above,  some 
seven  months  gone  in  pregnancy;  remarkably  emaciated  even 
for  her;  the  leucorrhea  gone,  but  the  dyspepsia  quite  trouble- 
some; bowels  costive;  liver  neither  secreting  nor  discharging 
a  suflBciency  of  bile  normally;  kidneys  sluggish,  the  urine  being 
mostly  of  a  dark-red  color,  very  thick  and  rather  scanty.  The 
skin  was  hot  and  dry  most  of  the  time,  except  upon  remission 
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of  the  highest  stage  of  the  fever,  when  a  profuse  and  exhausting 
perspiration  would  set  in  and  continue  for  from  three  to  eight 
hours.  This  latter  was  invariably  preceded  by  the  above-men- 
tioned febrile  effort  that  partook  of  the  character  of  the  irritative 
and  the  typhus  conjoined ;  and  this  in  its  turn  was  antedated  by 
a  chill — often  very  severe — of  one  to  three  hours.  The  exacer- 
bations occurred  about  every  three  days,  at  the  outset,  but  soon 
came  on  every  second  day,  and  finally  every  day. 

The  tongue  was  a  beet-red  color;  thick,  and  darkly  and  heav- 
ily coated  in  the  center.  The  pulse  was  from  85  to  125,  small, 
wirey,  oftentimes  jerky,  according  to  the  stage  of  the  exacerba- 
tion. The  stomach  most  of  the  time  was  quite  intolerant  of  or- 
dinary food ;  its  solvents  scanty  and  of  depreciated  quality ;  bat 
the  appetite  was  precarious,  at  times  ravenous.  There  were 
headache,  insomnolence,  nervous  longings,  and  a  restlessness 
quite  frequently  that  caused  the  lady  and  her  family  much  anx- 
iety ;  and  just  about  the  time  I  was  called,  the  foetal  movements 
and  tlie  muscular  twitchings  in  tlie  uterus  were  causing  frequent 
alarms  that  labor  was  just  establishing  itself. 

It  will  be  here  observed  that  the  general  secretions  were  sufier- 
ing ;  the  nervous  system  growing  more  prostrate  and  irritable  j' 
and  the  entire  alimentative  process  degenerating  in  power;  so 
that  not  only  was  the  entire  round  of  the  great  series  of  depura- 
tive  processes  retrograding,  but  tlie  means  of  sustentation  were 
insuflScient.  And  this  was  growing  more  and  more  inefficient, 
as  the  diseased  state  that  complicated  pregnancy  advanced  with 
the  latter.  The  lady  was  able  to  be  off  her  bed  but  a  few  min- 
utes at  a  time.  She  was  greatly  afflicted  with  frightful  dreams, 
and  a  very  small  matter  was  fonnd  cipable  of  shocking  the 
nerve-centres  to  such  an  extent  that  the  reaction  was  inevitably 
antedated  by  a  chill.  The  outlook,  considering  that  her  own  life 
and  the  life  of  a  prospective  being  depended  on  her  ability  to 
eat  and  digest  a  due  quantity  of  food  for  their  joint  sustenance, 
was  most  gloomy. 

I  undertook  the  case  with  many  misgivings,  and  all  the  more 
so  because,  during  the  three  previous  months  of  sickness,  she 
had  been  under  allopathic  treatment,  and  had  grown  no  better 
so  far  as  digestion  and  the  chills  were  concerned.     1  put  her  on : 
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]^    Composilion,  (P.-M.  D.)  3u 
Scutellaria,  Pulv,, 

Prunus  Virg,,  Piilv.,  aa5j 

Aqua  Bullens  O  j 

M.  Sig :  One  tablespoonful  and  a  half  every  hour  or  two 
as  her  stomach  would  bear  it.  Also,  one  grain  each  of  phosphate 
hydrastia,  leptandrin  and  capsicum  about  every  eight  to  twelve 
hours;  with  enemas  of  Castile  soap-suds  and  a  very  little  zingi- 
ber once  a  day,  to  move  the  alvine  canal.  At  the  time  she  should 
have  taken  each  third  dose  of  the  above  mentioned  composition 
draught,  I  had  her  take  two  tablespoonsful  oi*  the  following : 

!]^    Juniper  Baccaa, 

Pulv.  Eupatoreum  Purpurenra, 

Pulv.  Zingiber,  aa  3  j 

Aqua  Bullens  O  ss 

Along  the  spine  and  over  the  bowels  twice  daily,  I  had  the 
following  liniment  rubbed:  Tinct.  capsicum,  tinct.  lobelia  aa 
5  iij,  fl.  ext.  verbascum  5  ij« 

Occasionally,  during  the  first  month  of  my  treatment,  gastral- 
gia  took  place,  and  I  was  compelled  to  desist  from  the  comp.  tea 
and  use  the  following : 

^     Oypripedium,  grs.  x 

Gaulophyllum,  grs.  vi 

Hydrastia  Phos.,  grs.  v 

Lac  tin,  5]j 

Xanthoxylum,  gtta  x 

Dioscorein,  3j 

Aqua  Bullens,  O  ss 

One  tablespoonful  every  hour  or  two.  She  also  used  the 
above  diuretic  in  the  same  way,  or  with  diminishing  frequency 
as  the  renal  function  amended ;  the  liniment  was  freely  used 
over  the  stomach  at  the  same  time ;  and  the  above  hepatic  with 
the  evacuating  enemata  used  as  needed. 

On  this  management  she  made  remarkable  progress ;  and  al- 
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though  occasional  falls  from  constantly  progressive  amendment 
occurred,  at  the  end  of  the  month  all  the  interrupted  functions 
were  fully  fifty  per  cent,  better ;  the  appetite  and  power  of  diges- 
tion were  improved ;  the  chills  came  about  once  a  week ;  sleep 
and  general  irritability  had  returned  to  something  nearly  normal ; 
and  although  she  was  constantly  confined  to  her  bed,  there  was 
more  contentment  and  patient  waiting  for  her  confinement  But 
notwithstanding  this,  at  the  period  when  her  monthly  sickness 
should  have  occurred  had  she  not  been  enoiente^  she  passed  into 
what  seemed  to  be  well-developed  labor,  the  pains  occurring 
ragularity,  the  waters  breaking,  and  uterine  contractions  and 
descent  taking  place,  as  in  the  first  stages  of  parturition.  She 
continued  in  this  state  for  fully  twenty-four  hours ;  but  under  the 
administration  of  the  above  infusion  for  gastralgia,  the  symptoms 
gradually  declined,  and  then  passed  away  altogether. 

As  she  was  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  1 
now  prognosticated  that  labor  would  not  take  place  till  full  time. 
Accordingly,  I  had  her  use  the  hepatics,  enemata,  diuretics,  and 
liniment  as  required;  this  tonic  nervine  for  gastralgia  or  threat- 
ened labor  as  it  was  demanded;  and  the  following: 

Tf    Phos,  Hydrastia,  gr.  x 

Pul.  Cinchonidia,  gr.  iv 

Fl.  Ext.  Scutellaria,  S  ss 

Fl.  Ext.  Xanthoxylum,  g  ss 

Ess.  Qaultheria  Pro.,  5  ij 

Simple  Syrup,  Siy 
M.   Sig:  One  tablespoonful  four  times  each  day. 

On  this  management  she  made  very  fair  progress.  Digestion 
improved ;  the  angry-red  condition  and  coating  of  the  tongue 
passed  away;  the  bowels  and  kidneys  required  less  medication; 
the  chills  occurred  only  at  long  intervals ;  sleep  strengthened 
her;  the  pulse  became  normal  both  in  frequency  and  volume; 
and  although  the  emaciation  continued,  the  lady  did  well. 

After  two  or  three  alarms,  labor  came  on  May  21st,  1878.  It 
was  ushered  in  by  something  of  a  chill.  Next  the  pains  settled 
down  to  those  of  an  ordinary  confinement,  and  passed  through 
^he  usual  course,  lasting  twelve  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
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4  male  child  was  bom.  The  secundines  came  away  within  half 
an  hour;  the  lochia  was  about  usual  for  a  lady  of  her  tempera- 
ment ;  and  although  quite  exhausted  at  the  close  of  labor,  she 
was  cheerful  and  thankful. 

The  babe  was  found  very  much  emaciated,  but  in  all  other  re- 
spects properly  developed.  Milk  was  slow  in  coming,  but  fair 
ia  quality  when  it  was  properly  established.  Mrs  H.  was  put  on 
aiuch  the  same  treatment  as  that  immediately  antecedent  to 
confinement ;  was  not  allowed  out  of  bed  for  fully  one  month 
thereafter,  and  then  only  allowed  to  get  up  for  a  short  time  each 
lay.  In  due  time  she  nourished  the  baby  with  plenty  of  good 
milk,  gained  strength  rapidly,  and  now  both  are  in  good  healthy 

Galeshurg^  III. 


■0- 


A  CHOLERAIC  CASE.— DEATH. 

DR.  M.  L.  DICE. 


I  WAS  called  at  12.30  a.  m.,  Sept.  4lh,  1878,  to  see  Mr.  0.  H., 
aged  44.  Found  him  pulseless,  cold,  labored  breathing,  pinched 
features,  face  and  hands  cyanotic,  vomiting  frequently,  dis- 
tressing cramps  in  the  limbs  and  bowels,  and  large  watery 
evacuations  (involuntary,  every  four  or  five  minutes,  urgent 
tbirst  He  was  taken  suddenly  about  11  o^clock,  having  been 
well  the  day  before ;  had  eaten  no  green  fruit  or  anything  unu- 
sual. 

Applied  friction  to  the  limbs,  jugs  of  hot  water  to  the  sides, 
and  heated  bricks  wrapped  in  hot  flannels  along  the  limbs. 
Gave  two-thirds  of  a  teaspoonful  of  third  preparation  lobelia 
every  four  minutes.  •  Applied  over  the  abdomen  the  stimula- 
ting liniment  (P.-M.  Dispensatory),  fomenting  with  flannels 
wrung  out  of  hot  soap-water  and  renewed  every  ten  minutes* 
Gave  an  enema  of  one  part  each  caulophyllum,  myrica  and  zin- 
giber, and  one-sixth  part  capsicum,  in  three  ounces  of  starch 
water,  retained  by  a  compress  and  repeated  every  half  hour. 
Prepared  an  infusion  of  caulophyllum,  zingiber  and  cypripe- 
dium,  aa,  5  j  ;  myrica  3  ij  ;  capsicum  3  j,  in  a  pint  of  boiling 
water;  and  gave  three  tablespoonsful  of  this  every  ten  minutes, 
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discontinuing  the  third  preparation  when  the  infusion  was 
ready.  Wrapped  the  limbs  in  flannels  wrung  from  a  hot  infu- 
sion of  capsicum  with  vinegar,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  prepared; 
and  renewed  with  the  heated  bricks  and  jugs  of  hot  water. 

In  the  course  of  an  hcur,  the  body  began  to  get  warm,  though 
the  hands  and  feet  were  still  cold.  The  discharges  from  the 
bowels  stopped  after  the  third  enema.  The  vomiting  and 
cramping  were  also  pretty  much  controlled  by  this  time.  1 
now  repeated  the  enemas  once  an  hour,  and  moderated  the  in- 
fusion. Meantime  the  house  had  been  filled  with  friends  of 
the  family,  sent  for  to  come  and  see  Mr.  H.  before  he  died. 
They  crowded  the  sick  room  till  I  could  scarcely  turn  around, 
and  I  had  to  insist  upon  their  going  out.  Being  all  friends  of 
the  allopathic  practice,  they  persuaded  the  family  to  change 
physicians,  on  the  ground  that  I  was  not  as  ^'experienced"  as 
some  others.  The  wife  wanted  me  to  guarantee  to  save  her 
husband,  on  which  condition  she  would  let  his  case  remain  in 
my  hands ;  but  I  refused  to  do  this  as  I  was  not  insuring  lives, 
but  believed  myself  competent  to  manage  the  case,  yet  they 
might  feel  better  satisfied  with  another  physician.  Finally  they 
concluded  to  send  for  the  popular  Doctor  D.,  but  wanted  me  to 
stay  till  he  came,  which  I  agreed  to  do. 

It  was  now  4  o^clock  a.  m.  The  evacuations  and  vomitings 
had  ceased,  there  was  little  cramping,  the  features  began  to 
look  more  natural,  the  face  was  warm,  the  hands  and  feet  were 
somewhat  cool  yet.  Discontinued  the  enemas,  gave  the  infu- 
sion every  half  hour,  had  the  bed  changed.  At  five  o'clock  the 
crampings  had  ceased,  except  an  occasional  twinge  in  the  left 
leg  and  foot.  The  pulse  had  returned  to  the  wrist  68  per  min- 
ute, weak.  He  dropped  into  a  quiet  sleep  and  slept  until  Dr. 
D.  arrived  at  six  o'clock. 

The  doctor  agreed  with  my  diagnosis ;  and  after  learning  my 
course  of  treatment,  he  told  the  family  that  my  treatment  was 
just  what  the  man  needed,  that  he  could  not  have  done  better, 
that  Mr.  H.  would  not  have  lived  till  morning  if  I  had  not 
pushed  the  treatment  as  I  did,  and  that  now  he  was  a  great 
deal  better.  He  then  proposed  giving  the  patient  a  hypoder- 
mic injection  of  morphine,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  save 
the  patient's  strength.    I  objected,  both  from  my  oppositifon  to 
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narcosis  in  general  and  because  there  was  no  ground  for  it  in 
this  case.  The  wife  wanted  u^:  both  to  attend,  but  I  positively 
refused  to  have  any  share  of  the  responsibility  if  morphine  or 
any  other  poison  was  given.  The  doctor  requested  that  if  I 
would  not  assist  him,  I  would  stay  till  the  hypodermic  was 
given,  and  see  what  a  nice  influence  it  would  have.  I  stayed- 
He  then  administered  his  morphia  hypodermic,  and  ordered 
a  tablespoonful  of  diluted  whiskey  every  hour,  telling  me  he 
would  give  another  hypodermic  of  morphia  in  an  hour  if  the 
first  one  did  not  make  an  impression.  At  the  end  of  the  hour 
the  doctor  said  his  first  hypodermic  was  doing  no  good,  and  he 
would  have  to  give  oim  another.  I  left  about  this  time.  That 
afternoon  a  gentleman  who  came  from  the  house  told  me  Mr. 
II.  seemed  doing  better  and  was  sleeping  all  the  time.  He 
said  the  friends  conceded  my  treatment  had  been  good;  but 
that  he  needed  a  change,  and  I  did  not  know  how  to  make  that 
change.  Mr.  H.  died  the  afternoon  of  the  5th.  A  few  days  af 
ter,  Doctor  D.  met  me  on  the  street,  shook  hands,  and  said : 
^-  Well,  doctor,  we  lost  our  patient."  1  told  him  I  heard  he  had 
lost  his  patient,  put  that  I  had  not  lost  any  oi  my  patients  late- 
ly. Hs  told  me  that  Mr.  H.  became  comatose  after  the  second 
hypodermic,  and  remaided  so  till  he  died. 
Warsav)^  Ind. 

Remarks. — Dr.  Dick,  in  a  private  note,  asks  us  to  give  our 
opinion  of  the  case  and  the  management.  We  would  consider 
it,  in  its  large  serous  discharges,  crampings,  vomiting,  and  col- 
lapse, as  of  the  same  character  as  Asiatic  cholera.  His  treat- 
ment was  thoroughly  judicious,  and  at  5  o^clock,  a.  m.  the  man 
was  evidently  out  of  danger.  The  use  of  morphia  in  any  form, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  t  ^tally  unwarranted,  even  by 
the  philosophy  of  those  who  use  the  article.  Dr.  Dick  may  well 
rejoice  in  having  firmly  refused  to  have  any  share  in  the  respon- 
sibility ot  the  morphia  treatment.  When  a  Physio-Medicalist 
yields  his  principles  to  please  some  other  person^  he  cannot  fail 
to  be  the  loser  at  last.  By  standing  true  to  his  convictions,  and 
leaving  that  family  to  exercise  their  right  of  judgment  in  choos- 
ing a  physician.  Dr.  Dick  is  to-day  clear  of  that  man's  death. 
Ed.  Gazette. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  OHIO  P.-M.  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Ohio  Physio  Medical  Society  met  at  Toledo  on  May  11th* 
1880,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  In  the  absence 
of  the  Secretary,  C.  L.  Law  was  elected  Secretary  pro  tern.  The 
Constitution  and  By-Xaws  of  the  Society  were,  read,  when  sev- 
enteen gentlemen  were  received  into  membership.  After  the 
transaction  of  various  items  of  business,  the  meeting  entere^I 
upon  the  discussion  of  cerebral  congestion. 

Cerebral  Congestion. — Dr.  S.  T.  Dromgold  reported  a  case 
under  his  care,  a  little  girl  who  had  passed  through  an  attack 
of  measles  and  he  was  about  to  dismiss  her,  as  the  malady  was 
trifling.  From  an  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  family,  she 
took  cold  and  there  was  a  sudden  recession  of  the  erup tion- 
Found  her  comatose,  limbs  and  surface  cold,  pulse  slow  and 
weak.  Gave  composition  infusion  and  applied  wami  bricks 
along  the  sides,  thus  securing  reaction  and  reappearance  of  the 
eruption.  This  remained  upon  the  surface  about  four  days,  the 
patient  continuing  comatose.  Lungs  not  involved;  pulse  80, 
rash  bright.  On  the  fifth  day  the  pulse  was  60,  small  and  weak. 
On  the  seventh  day  it  was  120 ;  face  pale,  and  somewhat  livid, 
tongue  coated,  secretions  obstructed.  Gave  Scutellaria  and  xan- 
thoxylnm  in  composition  infusion ;  and  an  hepatic  of  leptan* 
drin  1  gr.,  hydrastia  ^  gr.,  capsicum  i  gr.  Homeopathic  coun- 
sel was  called,  an  insisted  on  the  use  of  belladonna  in  homeo- 
pathic doses ;  and  as  the  quantity  was  so  insignificant.  Dr.  D. 
preferred  to  admit  it  than  have  the  case  pass  out  of  his  hands. 
Patient  now  under  treatment. 

Dr.  Tompkins  would  use  such  diffusives  as  asclepias  and  zin- 
giber  and  serpentaria  by  infusion;  and  apply  along  the  spine 
oils  of  origanum,  cedar  and  sassafras  in  alcohol.  As  to  the 
damp  and  warm  bricks  in  use,  he  considers  such  a  temperature 
relaxing  and  not  appropriate,  for  a  stimi  lant  is  required  on  a 
cold  surface. 

The  question  of  external  applications,  and  the  effects  of  dif. 
ferent  temperatures,  was  discussed,  and  especially  their  influ- 
ences on  cerebral  hyperaemia.  Dr.  Loomis  sustains  the  system 
centrally  by  Scutellaria,  while  securing  surface  action  by  zingi- 
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ber  and  a  small  quantity  of  lobelia  and  macrotys ;  making  hot 
applications  to  the  surface. 

Dr.  Byington  queried  the  propriety  of  using  relaxants  in  true 
congestion ;  for  if  the  pulse  is  small  and  the  surface  cool  from 
cerebral  pressure,  there  must  be  a  corresponding  relaxation  a- 
mong  all  the  tissues  of  the  body.  In  such  a  circumstance,  there 
would  be  no  indication  for  a  relaxant,  even  with  stimulation* 

Dr.  Bixby  looks  upon  macrotys  as  exciting  to  the  brain  capil- 
laries, especially  in  females.    This  opinion  was  generally  op- 

«  

posed,  and  the  views  of  the  P.-M.  Dispensatory  about  the  ar- 
ticle were  sustained  by  the  experience  of  the  members.  This 
would  make  macrotys  suitable  for  the  stages  of  active  cerebral 
hyperaemia,  but  unsuitable  when  congestion  had  led  to  effusion 
with  coma. 

Prof.  Cook  thinks  the  state  of  the  skin  is  of  secondary  conse- 
quence when  the  brain  is  oppressed.  The  nerve  and  heart  cen- 
ters must  be  sustained,  and  the  blood  diverted  to  the  surface 
by  measures  that  distribute  well-sustained  ^ital  action  from 
within  outwardly,  when  coma  and  cold  surface  present.  He  re- 
lied much  upon  cypripedium--and  myrrh  by  enema,  and  only 
the  light  diffusive  stimulants  by  the  stomach.  With  an  oppres- 
sed brain,  he  would  use  no  bathings  and  the  least  possible  a- 
mount  of  handling ;  but  would  secure  dry  artificial  heat,  and 
employ  moderate  stimulants  on  the  spine.  In  the  case  of  Dr. 
Dromgold,  he  feared  that  even  homeopathic  doses  of  belladon- 
na were  oppressing  the  brain.  It  was  a  mistake  to  think  mi- 
nute portions  of  such  a  narcotic  were  without  effect. 

Further  discussion  of  this  topic  was  continued.  Other  gen- 
tlemen having  arrived  since  the  session  opened,  were  received 
into  the  Society.    Adjourned! 

Second  Day. — After  the  admission  of  other  members,  and  the 
transaction  of  many  business  details,  the  Society  took  up  the 
discussion  of 

Erysipelas: — Dr.  Goodrick  reported  the  case  of  a  lady  aged 
80,  who  a  year  ago  hac  a  cancer  removed  from  over  the  inferior 
maxilla.  An  erysipelatous  condition  followed  this,  involving 
the  side  of  the  face,  the  nose,  and  the  lids  of  one  eye.  Three 
weeks  after  he  was  called  to  treat  her/or  an  ulcer  on  the  top 
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of  her  head,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  which  had  sloughed 
out,  including  the  periosteum.  She  seemed  to  have  no  consti- 
tutional disturbance.  He  treated  the  erysipelas  without  trouble, 
and  is  now  dressing  the  ulcer  with  an  ointment  of  gentian,  san- 
guinaria  and  capsicum,  powdered  and  rubbed  up  in  lard. 

Dr.  Loomis  used  as  a  local  application  a  poultice  of  the  dregs 
left  in  preparing  tincture  of  myrrh,  with  hydrastis  and  some  lo- 
belia, in  powdered  ulmus.  Had  found  aralia  racemosa  a  good 
agent,  with  hydrastis  and  myrrh  in  erysipelatous  ulcers.  In- 
ternally he  employed  a  thoroughlj"  stimulating  alterative. 

Prof.  Wright  always  found  an  acid  state  of  the  stomach  in 
acute  erysipelas,  and  usually  began  treatment  with  syrup  rhei 
et  potassa,  adding  an  extra  quantity  of  akali.  After  this  had 
fully  relieved  the  stomach  and  bowels,  gave  a  tonic  of  quinine, 
hydrastia  and  gentian.  This  was  the  more  necessary  in  malarial 
sections,  where  the  eryripelas  would  present  a  remittent  form 
and  the  surface  trouble  extend  during  each  febrile  exacerba- 
tion. Diaphoretics  he  employed  according  to  conditions.  The 
surface  manifestations  he  commonly  met  by  painting  the 
face  with  a  paste  made  by  mixing  creta  preparata  with  lobelia 
tincture,  which  relieved  the  bad  sensations  of  the  patient  and 
covered  the  alarming  redness  from  the  sight  of  friends.  When 
some  stimulation  was  needed  to  the  surface,  he  added  some 
essence  of  sassafras  to  this  paste.  When  the  form  was  malig- 
nant, he  applied  a  poultice  made  of  yeast  thickened  witn  pow- 
dered charcoal,  and  added  essence  of  sassafras  in  amounts  suffi- 
cient for  the  case  in  hands,  and  usually  some  prepared  chalk. 
The  efficiency  of  an  outward  alkali  could  be  seen  in  the  relief 
given  by  applying  a  stiff  lather  of  any  mild  soap,  which  also 
served  the  excellent  additional  purpose  of  shielding  the  parts 
from  the  air.     He  related  several  very  instructive  cases. 

Dr.  Kerr  spoke  very  highly  of  the  internal  use  of  baptisia  in 
phlegmonous  and  chronic  cases.  He  has  met  the  disease  often- 
est  in  fleshy  people. 

Prof.  Cook  asked  attention  to  the  frequency  with  which  ery- 
sipelas followed  the  removal  of  cancer,  and  spoke  of  several 
cases  where  it  had  also  preceded  the  development  of  cancer. 
He  queried  whether  there  was  any  relation  between  the  local 
poisoning  by  erysipelas  and  the  development  of  carcinomatous 
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degeneration  of  the  parts,  or  whether  this  apparent  coincidence 
was  merely  accidental.  He  considered  bapti^ia  invaluable  as 
on  antiseptic  tonic,  used  both  outwardly  and  inwardly,  for 
chronic  and  phlegmonous  cases.  He  thinks  all  severe  cases 
present  a  septic  tendency,  whence  stimulating  antiseptics  like 
myrrh  and  baptisia  are  demanded,  relating  some  cases  illustra- 
ting their  value,  especially  that  of  myrrh.  He  also  reported 
two  cases  of  sudden  local  swelling,  without  the  least  redness, 
but  with  burning  sensations  and  much  constitutional  depres- 
sion. Putting  the  patient  on  abundance  of  composition,  a 
genuine  erysipelatous  condition  soon  developed,  and  ran  the 
course  of  a  severe  phlegmon.  Similar  cases  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood died  within  twenty-four  hours  under  allopathic  treat- 
ment, without  becoming  reddened. 

Other  persons  were  taken  into  the  Society;  which,  after  the 
transaction  of  some  minor  business,  adjourned  till  afternoon. 

Phlegmasia  Dolens. — At  the  afternoon  session,  the  subject 
of  phlegmasia  dolens  was  discussed.  Dr.  Tompkins  related  a 
case  of  sixteen  years  standing,  the  lady  being  now  50  years 
old.  When  he  began  treating  it  about  two  years  ago,  the  limb 
was  much  enlarged,  about  the  color  of  a  stove-pipe,  cold  and 
useless,  the  patient  having  no  more  power  over  it  than  if  it 
were  a  piece  of  wood  she  was  dragging  along  with  her.  The 
bowels  were  constipated  and  the  liver  clogged.  He  first  used 
rather  stimulating  hepatics,  and  then  put  her  on  the  compound 
syrup  of  fraxinus  (P.-M.  D).  Pursuing  this  course  till  the  se- 
cretions were  pretty  well  established,  he  used  the  stimulating 
liniment  and  fluid  extract  verbascum  to  the  limb.  For  two 
weeks  this  seemed  to  have  no  effect  whatever,  but  she  then  be- 
gan to  complain  that  the  limb  felt  as  if  it  were  on  fire.  From 
this  it  began  to  improve,  and  in  six  weeks  was  entirely  well. 

Dr.  Loomis  reported  a  case  under  allopathic  treatment  with 
aconite,  which  was  continued  after  phlegmasia  appeared.  Death 
seemed  imminent,  when  Prof.  Wright  was  called  in  consulta- 
tion, and  put  the  lady  on  compound  syrup  mitchella,  wrapping 
the  limb  in  cloths  kept  wet  with  tincture  lobelia  and  fluid  ex- 
tract verbascum.    A  speedy  recovery  followed. 

Dr.  Wright  depended  largely,  in  early  cases,  on  wrapping 
the  limb  in  clotTis  wet  with  lobelia,  and  jugs  of  hot  water  to 
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to  keep  it  warm.  Gave  the  more  stimulating  nervines,  and 
ke]  t  the  secretions  well  sustained.  Dr.'  Kerr,  in  lingering 
cases,  used  Scutellaria  and  cypripedium  internally,  kept  the 
livar  and  bowels  free,  and  to  the  limb  applied  stimulating  lini- 
ment three  times  a  day  with  clotns  wet  iu  lobelia  and  verbas* 
cum  constantly.    Other  membeis  related  their  experience. 

Prof.  Cook  read  a  paper  on  some  of  his  more  recent  observa- 
tions on  hydrastis,  eupatoreum  purpureum  and  dioscorea,  which 
was  followed  by  a  frse  discussion  of  experience  with  these  and 
other  agents,  tending  to  show  the  power  and  reliability  of  san- 
itive  remedies.    Prof.  Cook^s  paper  will  be  published. 

Prof.  Tait  furnished  a  paper  to  the  committee;  and  Prof. 
Shrontz  made  a  report  on  the  recorded  cases  of  hydrophobia 
that  had  been  cured  under  Physio- Medical  treatment. 

Dr.  Law  was  elected  Secretary  for  the  year.  Dr.  H.  E.  Hoke 
was  elected  Censor  in  place  of  Dr.  J.  Shockey.  The  other  offi- 
cers were  continued.  Drs.  Shrontz,  Loomis  and  Tompkins  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Business. 

Prof.  Cook,  from  Committee  on  National  Convention,  made 
a  report,  showing  a  wide  correspondence  favoriag  such  a  con- 
vention  on  the  basis  proposed  from  this  Society  in  May  1879. 
He  found  the  items  in  that  proposition  warmly  approved.  The 
Society  in  Illinois  had  formally  accepted  the  proposition,  and 
were  in  full  co-operation  for  its  accomplishment.  From  the 
published  proceedings  of  the  Indiana  Association,  it  seems  that 
society  laid  on  the  table  the  proposition  and  letter  from  Ohio  > 
which  your  Committee  look  on  as  the  refusal  of  Indiana  to  con- 
sult on  the  proposition  and  basis  oifered  by  Ohio.  The  Com- 
mittee was  continued,  with  full  powers  to  act. 

After  the  transaction  of  much  private  business,  the  Society 
adjourned,  the  place  of  next  meeting  to  be  determined  by.  the 

President  and  Censors.  B.  A.  Wright,  President. 

C.  I«.  Law,  Secretary. 


MicHioAN  Phtsio-Medioal  Association. — ^We  are  informed 
that  the  P.-M.  Association  of  Michigan  is  to  meet  at  the  office 
of  Dr.  Baird,  Jackson,  on  June  29th. 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  MEMPHIS. 

BT  AN  OLD  RESIDENT. 


Memphis  is  built  on  an  undulating  plateau  on  the  east  banji 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  extends  along  the  river  from  north 
to  south  about  three  miles  and  back  over  a  mile.  At  the  river 
the  general  elevation  of  the  blulFis  about  thirty-five  feet  above 
high  water  mark,  and  seventy  feet  above  low  water  mark.  This 
river  front  has  however,  several  depressions,  the  most  import- 
ant being  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  where  Wolf  River  en- 
ters the  Mississippi.  Bayou  Oayoso  rises  below  the  city,  flows 
through  it  and  empties  into  Wolfe  River  near  its  mouth.  This 
bayon  has  a  few  branches  on  the  west  and  many  on  the  east. 
On  both  sides  the  ground  slopes  to  the  branches  and  tlie  main 
bayou.  Nearly  the  whole  drainage  is  on  the  surface  and  into 
these  natural  and  open  water  ways.  Their  courses  are  crooked, 
their  sides  steep,  rough  and  irregular.  Their  depth  is  from  ten 
to  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet,  and  width  twenty  to  fifty  or  sixty. 
Many  springs  open  into  their  beds  and  maintain  little  running 
streams.  In  the  lower  couise  of  the  principal  bayou  are  some 
long  reaches  of  stagnant  water.  Toward  its  mouth  its  bed  cor- 
responds nearly  with  low  water  level  in  the  river.  Any  rise  in 
the  river,  therefore,  backs  water  some  distance  up  the  bayou 
and  arrests  the  discharge  of  the  city  drainage  from  it,  so  that  a 
subsequent  fall  in  the  river  leaves  a  heavy  deposit  of  mud 
and  refuse  in  the  bi^you.  Such  a  rise  and  fall  are  apt  to  occur 
annually  in  June.  Many  nuisances  are  situated  along  tl  e  bay- 
ous which  heavy  rains  flush,  overflow,  and  wash  out. 

There  are  no  low,  swampy,  undrained  places  about  the  city. 
The  gutters  ordinarily  carry  little  or  no  standing  or  running 
water,  clean  or  foul,  and  th&  surface  of  the  streets  and  alleys  is 
freer  from  loose  dirt,  filth  and  ofi'al  than  are  those  of  Louisville 
The  grades  and  the  rains  are  sufScient  to  maintain  a  compara- 
tively superficial  cleanliness.  The  soil  is  a  sandy  clay,  resting 
on  a  sandy  formation.  There  is  but  little  stone  pavement.  The 
Nicholson  pavements  are  generally  rotten  or  removed,  and 
most  of  the  streets  and  alleys  are  poorly  paved  with  gravel  or 
not  at  all.  Whatever  liquids  fall  on  them  are  readily  absorbed. 
Much  slop,  not  thrown  into  the  cess-pools  or  dry  wells,  is  thus 
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disposed  of,  sinking  into  the  soil  or  evaporating  before  it  reach 
es  the  bayou. 

The  privy  vaults  are  sunk  deep  in  the  sandy  soil.  They  are 
in  the  cellars  oC  the  business  and  some  other  houses,  often  no 
escape  being  made  for  the  gases  they  exhale  except  through 
the  houses,  whose  upper  stories  are  often  occupied  as  sleeping 
apartments.  Unless  very  recently,  it  has  not  been  customary 
to  empty,  disinfect  or  fill  up  these  pits.  Their  contents^  satur- 
ated with  water,  have  been  supposed  to  sink  and  percolate 
through  the  sandy  strata  bekw.  It  seems  probable,  besides, 
that  the  filthy  solution  penetrates  the  porous  soil,  and  by  capil- 
lary attraction  approaches  the  surface.  Earth  from  cellar  ex- 
cavations in  the  older  parts  of  the  city,  has  a  decided  and  un 
mistakable  faecal  odor. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  water  from  Wolf  River  by  works 
situated  above  it.  Wolf  is  a  small,  sluggish,  usually  muddy 
stream,  flowing  through  the  sandy  alluvial  country  east  of 
Memphis.  Wells  and  the  bayou  springs  still  furnish  water  to 
some  of  the  poor,  and  to  the  negroes.  Formerly,  cisterns  filled 
with  rain  water  were  the  main  and  favorite  dependence  of  all 
classes.  They  were  simply  hollowed  in  the  sandy  soil  and  plas- 
tered with  a  coat  of  hydraulic  cement  half  an  inch  thick.  This 
wall  is  not  impervious  to  water,  and  often  cracks.  They  must 
often  be  near  privies  and  in  the  course  of  the  natural  under- 
ground drainage,  and  bear  strong  hydrostatic  pressure.  Some- 
times the  water  ferments,  and  sometimes  becomes  offensive, 
suggesting  outside  contamination.  This  water  is  much  less  gen- 
erally used  than  formerly. 

Memphis  was  a  small  place  in  1850.  Then  it  grew  rapidly 
till  1H72  or  1873.  Its  summers  are  long  and  hot  and  the  annual 
rainfall  about  fifty  five  inches. 

on  residents  think  that  yellow  fever  cases  occurred  prior  to 
1855,  the  year  of  the  first  recognized  epidemic.  Tlie  fever  of 
that  year  was  confined  to  South  Memphis,  the  newest  and  clean- 
est and,  where  it  started,  highest  part  of  the  city,  and  to  a  pop- 
ulation respectable  and  in  good  circumstances.  It  was  gener- 
erally  suppos  d  to  have  "  spread^^  from  the  first  two  cases,  res- 
dents,  and  employees  of  a  New  Orleans  steamer,  who  probably 
contracted  the  disease  in  that  city.    There  were  other  theories. 
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Dengue  was  epidemic  during  the  fall  of  1860.  Probably  2,000 
cases  occurred.  A  few  toward  the  close  were  fatal.  The  his- 
tory of  the  recent  epidemics  of  1867,  1873, 1878  and  1879  is 
familiar. 

Yellow  fever  is  observed  to  be  a  disease  of  hot,  damp  cli- 
mates, of  low  situations,  of  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  vessels, 
rarely  of  the  country,  but  of  old  crowded  and  unwholesome 
habitations.  Inferentially,  it  is  a  disease  of  human  residence 
and  ir.cident  filth  acumulated  and  distributed  by  negligence, 
ignorance,  indifference  and  vice.  The  question  hero  is  whether 
the  conditions  existing  at  Memphis  are  causes  sufficient  for  the 
local  production  of  yellow  fever.  That  we  leave  to  the  scien- 
tific sanitarian.  Its  early  and  correct  determination  is  of  the 
highest  importance,  not  only  to  the  people  of  the  infected  cily, 
but  to  the  whole  country :  and  not  merely  as  affecting  personal 
health  and  safetj',  but  as  also  involving  other  great  public  and 
private  interests. 

No  place  visited  by  yellow  fever  admits  its  local  origin.  All 
hope  to  escape  by  quarantine,  which  means  isolation  and  de- 
struction to  places  and  people  affected.  If  disease  be  not  con- 
tagious or  infectious,  but  local,  quarantine  is  then  useless  and 
cruel,  protecting  the  safe  and  destroying  the  suffering.  It  has 
not  been,  it  is  not,  it  can  not  be,  in  this  country  and  with  our 
people,  made  rigid  and  effectual.  Only  the  power  and  the  will 
of  a  Russian  despot  can  make  it  strict  enough  to  serve  the  fan- 
cied purpose.  But  we  have  already  as  the  result  of  this  frantic 
apprehension  of  contagion  and  imaginary  security  from  quaran- 
tine, a  National  Board  of  Health  and  a  multitude  of  local 
boards,  exercising  high  powers  and  controlling  the  property, 
the  movements  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizens  at  will.  This  is 
but  the  beginning.  What  the  future  crop  of  places  and  place- 
hunters  from  this  seed  will  be,  we  can  only  conjecture.  Surely 
the  necessity  should  be  manifest  and  urgent  that  will  induce 
the  commital  of  such  vast  authority  to  such  hands. 

It  is,  indeed,  time,  in  the  interests,  not  only  of  the  exposed 
localities,  but  of  all  the  people,  that  the  problem  of  yellow 
fever  should  be  investigated  and  solved  by  men  conversant 
with  and  capable  of  applying  the  true  methods  of  inductive 
reasoning.    Local  prejudice  and  preconception  and  supposed 
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local  interest,  have  seemed  to  force  the  facts  and  dictate  the 
theories.  Measures  of  prevention  have  been  almost  entirely 
tentative  and  empyrical.  There  is  no  assurance  of  safety  in 
this  system.  It  is  unworthy  of  the  scientific  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  of  the  practical  and  free  temper  of  our  people. — Louisville 
Medical  Herald. 


•0- 


A  NATIONAL  P.-M.  COIsiyENTION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Physio-Medical  Society  on  May 
11th,  1879,  Drs.  W.  H.  Cook  and  H.  E.  Hoke  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  submit  to  the  profession  a  proposition  for  a  Na- 
tional Convention,  and  to  consult  with  them  on  this  subject. 
Ohio  proposed,  as  a  basis  on  which  to  issue  a  call  for  such  an 
assemblage,  the  following  points:  1.  An  equable  representa- 
tion among  the  States.  2.  Strict  adherence  to  Physio- Medical 
principles.  3.  Membership  restricted  to  graduates  of  colleges 
giving  a  full  course  of  instruction  by  an  organized  corps  of 
teachers.  By  a  National  organization  formed  on  this  basis, 
Ohio  believed  the  advocates  of  tUis  cause  would  be  more  unit- 
ed, refute  the  slanders  against  their  scientific  attainments,  and 
consolidate  their  strength  to  resist  unjust  laws. 

A  circular  containing  the  proposition  was  sent  pretty  widely 
over  the  country  in  May,  1879,  and  submitted  to  the  several 
State  .-Societies.  Correspondence  was  solicited.  A  great  many 
letters  have  been  received  from  leading  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, warmly  approving  the  general  object  of  National  Con- 
vention, and  decidedly  approving  the  basis  suggested  by  Ohio. 
It  has  been  extremely  encouraging  to  learn  of  the  heartiness 
of  the  profession  in  the  matter.  Illinois,  by  its  State  Society, 
appointed  a  Committee  on  the  same  subject;  and  this  Commit- 
tee fully  approves  of  the  Ohio  plan.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped 
that  other  Societies  will  appoint  similar  Committees,  and  that 
States  now  without  Societies  will  form  them.  Consultation  on 
such  a  question  should  be  as  general  as  possible;  so  that  all 
may  be  included  who  are  willing  to  co-operate,  and  action  thus 
taken  will  have  the  dignity  of  proper  authority.    Ohio  renews 
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in  1880,  her  proposition  of  1879;  and  her  Oommiitee  will  be 
glad  to  cons#lt  with  other  Committees  on  the  above  proposition. 

Wm.  H.  Cook,  Cincinnati. 

H.  E.  Hoke,  Waynesville. 


In  this  connection  we  present  the  following  correspondence, 
which  is  part  of  the  history  of  this  movement  toward  a  National 
Convention,  and  which  also  expresses  the  position  of  Ohio  in 
the  matter. 


Koharno^  Ind.j  7. — 8.  '79. 
H.  E.  Hoke,  M.  D. — Dear  Sir:  I  was  appointed  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Indiana  Association  (P.-M.)  to  assist  in  a  correspon. 
dence  in  regard  to  a  National  P.-M.  Association,  Prof.  Hasty, 
the  other  member  of  the  Committee,  requesting  that  I  do  the 
work,  as  he  is  much  employed  on  the  journal.  Where  shall  we 
meet?  and  when?  I  have  had  some  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Indianapolis  has  been  suggested  as  the  most  central 
point  at  j^esent  This  suits  me  very  well.  A  mass  convention 
has  been  suggested,  and  of  course  the  Association  at  its  perma- 
nent organization  will  fix  qualifications  for  membership.  Shall 
a  caU  be  issued  by  the  committees  jointly?  I  think  this  best, 
although  it  has  been  urged  by  some  that,  as  the  matter  first 
originated  here,  that  I  should  do  this  part  of  the  work.  It 
matters  but  little  so  we  meet,  but  I  prefer  a  call  of  the  com- 
mittees jointly.  I  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  short  programme^ 
say  a  paper  by  Prof.  Tait,  of  111.  Prof.  Cook,  of  Ohio,  Dr.  Baird, 
of  Michigan,  and  Prof.  Davidson,  of  Ind.  and  other  States  to  be 
represented  if  they  send  delegates  from  an  organized  Society. 
Let  me  hear  from  you  soon,  and  let  us  meet  as  soon  as  practi 
cable, — say  November  or  December,  1879.  Fraternally  yours 
in  Medical  Reform.  S.  M.  Whits. 


Wdyneeville^  Ohioy  July  14<A,  1879. 
S.  M.  White,  M.  D. — Dear  Sir  :    Yours  of  the  8th  at  hand. 
It  does  not  inform  me  what  action,  if  any,  the  P.-M.  A.  of  In- 
diana took  on  the  Ohio  proposition  for  a  National  Convention; 
or  whether  the  basis  suggested  officially  by  the  Ohio  Society 
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were  approved  by  the  Indiana  Society.  You  do  not  state 
whether  the  suggestions  you  name  were  the  sentiments  of  the 
Indiana  Association,  or  came  from  persons  not  representing 
that  Association.  If  a  National  meetmg  is  to  be  called,  it  should 
look  toward  a  permanent  organization.  The  Ohio  Society  has 
made  its  views  known,  and  adheres  to  its  views  as  a  basis  for 
a  call  and  membership,  until  it  shall  see  the  strongest  reasons 
for  changing  them. 

A  National  Society  should  be  formed  only  by  honafidt  grad- 
uates of  honest  colleges ;  and  it  was  for  such  a  Soclery  that  Ohio 
moved.  If  the  terms  of  membership  be  left  to  a  mass  meeting, 
then  the  majority  at  that  mass  meeting  might  fix  the  qualifica- 
tions to  admit  non  graduates,  disreputable  persons — diploma 
buyers  and  diploma  sellerb.  These  classes  are  always  anxious 
to  use  the  honorable  graduates  to  float  themselves  into  profes- 
sional standing.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a  call  for  a  mctss 
convention  would  attract  hosts  of  such  together,  to  fix  things 
to  suit  themselves.  We  oppose  anything  like  a  ^Uoop-hole^^ 
that  ^  ould  afford  the  least  chance  for  any  such  outcome  to  a 
National  Convention. 

According  to  custom,  those  issuing  a  call  for  a  meeting  des- 
ignate beforehand  the  objects  and  parties  included  in  that  call ; 
i^nd  that  was  the  proposition  of  the  Ohio  Society.  But  we  are 
not  informed  if  the  Indiana  Association  accepted  or  rejected 
this  basis  of  a  call.  The  Ohio  State  Society  acted  without  knowl- 
edge of  any  other  action,  and  indeed  was  the  first  State -Society 
to  make  a  move.  But  it  matters  not  for  that,  for  the  point  has 
been  more  than  once  named  by  different  parties  for  years  past. 
As  it  would  scarcely  bear  the  impress  of  being  a  National  Con- 
vention if  the  call  were  issued  by  any  one  State,  we  favcr  a 
clear  understanding  among  the  Committees  of  the  different 
States ;  and  then  a  joint  call  by  these  Committees,  as  authority 
in  the  matter  for  their  respective  States.  The  Committees  also 
to  determine  time  and  place  of  meeting.  I  do  not  think  the 
time  when  colleges  are  in  session,  wou.d  be  favorable  to  delib> 
orations  that  would  probably  be  necessary;  I  would  therefore 
suggest  that  we  do  not  meet  during  the  sessions  of  our  colleges. 

Yours  truly,        H.  E.  Hokk. 
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No  answer  was  received  to  Dr.  Hoke's  letter;  nor  did  the 
Ohio  Committee  receive  any  further  word  whatever  from  the 
Indiana  Committee,  until  the  following  correspondence. 


Kokomoy  Ind.'i  May  24,  '80. 
Prof.  Wm.  H.  Oook,  M.  D. — Dear  Sir :  The  matter  of  a  Nation- 
al Convention  still  agitates  the  Physio-Medical  mind,  and  as 
there  has  been  considerable  corrspondence,  we  think  something 
can  be  accomplished  durmg  the  next  twelve  months.  We  now 
propose  to  each  State  Society  to  appoint  3  or  more  of  its  mem- 
bers and  instruct  them  to  confer  with  a  like  Committee  from 
the  other  State  Societies,  and  agree  upon  a  time  and  place  for 
holding  said  N.  Convention.  Write  me  your  views  to  366  Col- 
lege Avenue,  Indianapolis,  |nd. 

Respect'y        S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,   Chairman  Com. 

Cincinnati',  May  26,  1880. 

S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  etc.,  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in 
receipt  of  your  late  postal  relating  to  a  National  Convention  5 
and  saying:  '•  We  now  propose  to  each  State  Society  to  appoint 
three  or  more  of  its  members,  and  instruct  them  to  confer  with 
a  like  Committee  from  the  other  State  Societies,  and  af^ree 
upon  a  time  and  place  for  holding  said  N.  Convention."  You 
ask  me  for  my  views. 

A  number  of  times  during  the  last  15  years,  I  have  per- 
sonally discus  ed  in  print  the  advisability  of  holding  a  Nation- 
al Physio-Medical  Convention.  From  1870  onward,  the  Ohio 
Physio-Medical  Association  took  repeated  action  favoring 
such  a  Convention.  Finally  the  Ohio  P.-M.  Society,  in  May, 
1879,  made  a  formal  proposition  for  such  a  Convention,  and 
appointed  a  Committee  to  lay  its  proposition  before  the  pro- 
fession and  invite  consultation.  This  was  done,  and  very 
favorable  replies  and  direct  co-operation  were  received  from 
nearly  every  section.  Thus  Ohio,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  has'sought 
co-operation  with  all  who  would  co-operate  with  her. 

The  Ohio  Commitee  sent  its  proposition  and  a  respectful 
communication  to  the  Indiana  P.-M.  Association  that  met  in 
June,  1879.  From  the  published  report  of  that  meeting,  I 
learned  that  the  Ohio  proposition,  with  the  communication  of 
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our  Committee,  was  laid  upon  the  table ;  and  there  it  still  re- 
mains 80  far  as  the  Ohio  Oommittee  knows.  Thisj|^tion,  as  we 
understand  it,  signifies  that  the  Indiana  Association  would  not 
enter  into  consultation  with  us  on  the  proposition  made  by  the 
Ohio  Society.  We  took  it  as  a  refusal  to  co  operate  with  Ohio. 
Your  card  asks  for  my  *'  views  "  as  to  "  time  and  place  for 
holding  said  Convention."  This  implies  that  a  Convention  has 
been  determined  on,  being  the  first  intimation  thereof  that  I 
have  received.  In  reply,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  Ohio  Socie- 
ty knows  nothing  whatever  about  "  said  Convention," — does 
not  know  who  called  it,  on  what  basis  it  is  called,  who  are  to 
•be  admitted  to  it,  and  who  (if  any)  excluded,  whether  it  is  the 
vwork  of  one  locality  for  its  own  aggrandizement,  or  the  result 
vof  a  due  regard  for  an  equable  representation  of  all  sections. 
In  fact,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  entire  composition  of  ^'said  Con- 
tention;"  and  while  Ohio  is  at  all  times  desirous  of  co-opera- 
•ting  with  all  true  and  honorable  Physio-Medicalists  on  equable 
storms, — allowing  to  others  all  she  asks  for  herself, — ^it  would  be 
(unbecoming  in  us  to  offer  our  opinions  to  a  Convention  in  which 
our  State  has  had  no  voice,  and  about  which  we  have  no  in- 

ibrmation. 

Yours  respectfully,        Wm.  H.  Cook,  Chairman^  etc. 


Indianapolis^  May^  28, 1880. 
Trof.  Wm.  H.  •Cook,  M.  D.,  Chaibman,  etc  :  Yours  of  26  to 
hand.  I  have  written  you  several  times  during  last  12  months, 
but  received  no  answer.  The  tabling  of  Resolutions  from  Ohio 
vwas  only  temporary,  being  acted  upon  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
.2nd  day,  (Jun«  11th,  1879).  Michigan  and  Iowa  have  respond- 
ed to  ^communications  sent  them,  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
hear  from  Ohio  or  111.  The  States  heard  from  favor  issuing  a 
call  to  all  States  who  have  a  State  organization,  not  admitting 
.any  other  or  any  person  to  active  membership  who  does  not 
kbelong  to  a  State  or  District  Society.  Indiana  was  unanimously 
•opposed  to  allowing  any  professor  of  any  P.-M.  College  to  hold 
a  position  as  officer  in  National  Convention.  Wo  mean  business, 
and  wish  to  blot  out  sectional  feeling.  The  State  Association 
of  Indiana  is  not  taking  sides  in  college  fights*  •  Let  me  hear 
from  you  by  1st  of  month.  Resp'y,        S.  M.  Whitk. 
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Cinoinnaii^  May  29M,  18S0. 

S.  M  White,  M,  D.,  Chairmak,  etc.,  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor  of  the  28th,  in  which  you  saj'  that  Indiana's 
tabling  the  Ohio  proposition  for  a  National  Oonvention  "  was 
only  temporary,  being  acted  upon  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd 
day,  (June  11  1879)."  Of  this  I  was  not  aware,  for  it  does  not 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Indiana 
Association  for  1879.  Accepting  your  statement,  Ohio  will 
cheerfully  discuss  the  basis  for  a  Convention. 

You  say :  "  Indiana  was  unanimously  opposed  to  allowing 
anj/  Professor  of  any  P.-M.  college  to  hold  a  position  as  officer 
in  National  Oonvention."  And  again:  '^Indiana  is  not  taking 
sides  in  college  fights."  Ohio  is  not  engaged  in  any  "  college 
fights."  Colleges  are  private  corporations;  and  conventions 
have  no  right  to  meddle  with  their  affairs,  except  to  recognize 
them  when  they  are  using  the  ordinary  means  for  giving  a 
sound  education  and  issuing  their  diplomas  honorably,  but  re- 
fusing them  recognition  if  their  course  is  tainted  with  dishonor. 
Bat  I  do  not  see  on  what  grounds  a  Professor  connected  with  a 
college  doing  an  honorable  business,  and  admitted  as  a  member 
of  a  National  Convention,  should  be  excluded  from  holding  an 
office  therein.  I  do  not  see  why  the  fact  of  being  a  Professor, 
should  exclude  him  from  privileges  belonging  to  other  members 
of  the  Convention.  It  seems  to  me  this  would  be  discriminating, 
beforehand,  against  the  most  effective,  hard-working,  self-sac- 
rificing men  in  our  ranks.  I  have  never  sought  or  desired  for 
myself  any  office  in  any  Convention ;  but  the  friends  of  other 
Professors  might  desire  to  elect  some  of  them  to  offices  they 
could  fill  with  honor;  and  if  I  were  a  member  of  a  Convention, 
I  would  wish  to  exercise  my  personal  liberty  of  judgment  in 
Aotiijg  for  any  member,  and  then  of  holding  the  elected  officer 
responsible  for  the  correctness  of  his  course.  Certain  I  am  that 
Ohio  will  not  agree  to  putting  a  stigma  in  advance  on  any  hon- 
orable Professor  in  any  honorable  college  by  declaring  him  in- 
eligible to  office, — as  if  he  were  an  alien  and  had  no  part  in 
Physio-Medicalism. 

Ohio  proposed  to  limit  membership  to  graduates.  It  seems  to 
us  it  would  1)e  incongruous  for  the  young  men  and  students, 
however  bright  may  be  their  promise  for  the  future,  to  legislate? 
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in  a  National  Convention,  for  graduates.  THe  latter  would  bet- 
ter be  the  counsellors  while  young  men  of  less  preparation  are 
working  upward. 

Ohio  'also  proposed  that  those  admitted  should  be  true  to 
Physio* Medical  principles  and  practice;  and  that  the  diplomas 
recognized  should  come  from  colleges  giving  a  proper  course 
of  instruction  by  a  regularly  organized  Faculty.  Many  men, 
seeing  the  superiority  of  this  practice,  are  eager  to  reap  the  pe- 
cuniary benefits  of  saying  they  belong  to  this  school,  whereas 
their  prescriptions  are  quite  allopathic.  If  all  who  call  them- 
selves Physio-Medicalists  are  to  be  admitted  without  bindrancev 
the  class  alluded  to  would  possibly  be  making  laws  for  us;  and 
then  it  would  be  a  serious  question  whether  Physio-Medicalism 
has  an  actual  existence,  or  whether  it  is  but  a  whimsical  appen- 
dage to  eclecticism.  And  as  it  is  notorious  that  diplomas  have 
been  %old  in  the  name  of  Physio-Medicalism,  it  would  be  any- 
thing but  creditable  for  a  National  Convention  to  give  the  same 
honorable  recognition  to  upright  colleges  and  to  diploma-sell- 
ing establishments, — to  men  holding  credentials  obtained  by 

honest  college  work,  and  men  having  documents  representing 
only  purchase  money. 

Again,  Ohio  proposed  a  Convention  formed  on  the  basis  of 
an  equable  system  of  representation, — a  system  that  harmonizes 
with  the  siprit  of  American  institutions.  By  equable  represen- 
tation, each  State  with  an  organized  Society  would  have  a 
proper  voice  in  a  National  Convention,  and  no  extra  advantages 
would  be  given  any.  Without  a  representative  system,  that 
State  in  which  it  was  concluded  to  hold  a  meeting  might  rush 
in  its  convenient  men,  and  thereby  control  as  if  a  local  affair 
what  was  designed  as  a  National  matter.  Ohio  desires  to  give 
to  others  all  she  asks  for  herself,  and  asks  for  herself  just  what 
she  proposes  the  others  shall  have. 

Such  is  the  proposition  which  Ohio  offered  as  a  basis  for  a 
National  Convention.  We  look  upon  a  hoBU  for  a  call  as  the 
first  and  the  great  point  on  which  general  concurrence  is  re- 
quired, after  which  minor  arrangements  can  easily  be  effected. 
If  the  items  in  our  proposition  are  not  sound,  we  will  cheerfully 
consider  any  reasons  offered  against  them, — seeking  only  a 
courteous  discussion  of  the  proposition  we  offered.   Illinois  con- 
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curs  with  our  views ;  and  many  leading  men,  in  States  as  yet 
without  a  Society,  have  written  their  warm  approval.  We 
now  renew  our  proposition.  Please,  therefore,  lay  this  cor- 
respondence before  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Indiana 
Physio-Medical  Association,  with  Ohio's  assurance  that  we  will 
confer  in  the  most  friendly  spirit  with  any  Committee  that  In- 
diana may  empower  to  act  in  the  matter. 

Yours  respectfully,        Wm.  H.  Oook,  Chairman^  etc. 


Up  to  this  date  (June  12)  no  answer  has  been  received  to. 
the  last  letter.  Ohio  is  in  entire  ignorance  as  to  what  kind 
of  action  Indiana  took  upon  her  proposition  on  June  11, 1879, — 
whether  to  accdpt  or  reject.  Nor  do  we  know  what  action,  if 
any,  was  taken  by  Indiana  in  her  late  meeting  (June  1-3  1880) 
on  the  above  renewal  of  the  Ohio  proposition. 


^m  ]J  Oook,  j  Committee. 
H.  E.  Hoke,      ) 


■o- 


NOTES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY. 


Pumpkin  Seed  and  Tape  Worm. — Dr.  White,  in  the  Detroit 
Lancet,  reports  a  case  of  tenia  treated  by  pumpkin  seeds.  Two 
ounces  of  the  seeds  were  stripped  of  their  covering,  and  beaten 
into  a  paste  with  a  little  sugar;  and  the  patient  abstaining 
from  breakfast  and  dinner,  was  to  eat  all  of  this  paste  she  could 
in  the  afternoon.  ,  She  ate  about  one-third  of  the  paste,  took  a 
dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  next  morning,  aAd  soon  passed 
a  tax^worm  twenty-five  feet  long,  including  the  head. 


Macbotin  in  Jaundice. — Dr.  Qreensword  writes  the  Thera- 
peutic Oazette  that  he  has  found  small  doses  of  macrotin  to  be 
a  superior  remedy  for  jaundice.  He  claims  that  it  does  its  work 
well ;  and  alludes  to  a  case  where  a  gentleman  had  a  permanent 
yellowness  of  the  skin  from  which  no  relief  could  be  obtained 
till  the  doctor  directed  small  doses  of  macrotin,  under  which 
the  skin  became  clear  in  three  months.  Now  the  question  is, 
how  does  it  relieve  jaundice?   Until  this  is  understood,  the  use 
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of  the  remedy  will  be  uncertain.  We  do  not  imagine  that  it 
increases  the  hepatic  secretion,  or  that  it  stimulates  the  ducts 
and  tubuli.  From  our  views  of  the  agent  (see  P.-M.  Dispen- 
satory) we  would  infer  that  it  may  relax  the  capsule  of  Glisson 
and  its  ramifications.  If  so,  its  employment  for  jaundice  would 
be  limited  to  a  few  definite  conditions ;  and  in  all  other  forms 
of  the  malady  it  would  be  worthless. 


BoRACic  Acid. — Dr.  J.  A.  Hill,  in  the  Maryland  Medical  Jour- 
nal, gives  his  experience  in  the  use  of  boracic  acid,  which  he 
esteems  greatly  for  inflammation  of  mucous  membranes.  It  is 
his  nearly  constant  remedy  for  gonorrhea,  used  as  an  injection 
of  from  five  to  ten  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water.  He  uses  it  by 
inhalation  for  follicular  tonsillitis,  with  surprising  results ;  also 
in  post-nasal  catarrh.  He  reports  a  case  of  long  standing  re- 
silient stricture  followed  by  most  painful  cystitis,  the  urine 
being  dark-brown  and  purulent,  and  the  patient  himself  using 
narcotic  hypodermics  to  abate  his  intense  suffering.  Previous 
treatment  had  made  matters  steadily  worse.  Injections  of  an 
eight-grain  solution  of  boracic  acid,  introduced  through  a  small 
flexible  catheter  after  the  stricture  had  been  dilated,  gave  al 
most  immediate  relief.  Frequency  of  micturation  at  once  aba- 
ted, the  patient  laid  aside  his  anodynes,  the  urine  lost  its  puru- 
lent character  and  became  clear,  and  a  cure  was  soon  effected. 
The  injections  were  used  night  and  morning,  first  drawing  off* 
tbe  urine ;  and  after  a  short  time,  once  a  day  sufSced. 


Sugar  of  Mile. — Dr.  Leuggenhager,  a  physician  from  Swit- 
zerland, furnishes  the  Druggists'  Circular  some  reasons  why 
sugar  of  milk  has  not  been  made  successfully  in  America.^The 
casein  is  thrown  down  by  artificial  rennets ;  and  these  leave  in 
the  whey  most  of  the  mineral  salts  of  the  milk,  besides  having 
the  effect  of  gradually  converting  the  the  sugar  of  milk  into 
grape  sugar.  What  sugar  of  milk  thus  remains  unchanged, 
cannot  crystallize  in  the  presence  of  the  mineral  salts.  He  con- 
siders the  success  of  this  manufacture  in  Switzerland  due  large- 
ly to  using  rennet  of  the  stomach  of  calves  not  too  young,  pre- 
served by  the  smoke  of  juniper,  this  rennet  carrying  down  the 
mineral  salts  with  the  caseine. 
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Poisons. — ^The  Kentucky  Legislature  has  passed  a  "  poison 
bill,"  making  it  an  offense  to  sell  poisons  not  properly  labelled, 
etc.  The  list  includes  aconite,  belladonna,  digitalis,  ergot,  nux 
Tomica,  veratrum,  preparations  of  these,  and  a  large  number 
of  other  articles.  All  the  world  knows  these  are  poisons ;  and 
yet  there  are  some  " advanced"  Physio-Medicalists  occupying 
time  in  trying  to  prove  them  quite  harmless  articles  I  Fancy 
a  man  advocating  the  use  of  the  most  violent  poisons  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  sanative  a^enU^  and  then  bring  on  your 
smallest  sized  thimble. 


Fits  of  Sneezing. — During  the  recent  rapid  changes  of  tem- 
rapid  changes  of  temperature,  I  caught  severe  cold  in  my  head, 
accompanied  by  almost  incessant  sneezing.  My  unfortunate 
nose  gave  me  no  rest.  The  slighest  impact  with  cold  air,  or 
passing  from  the  outside  air  into  a  warm  room,  equally  brought 
on  a  fit  of  sneezing.  In  vain  I  snuffed  camphor  and  Pulsatilla, 
the  light  catarrh  still  triumphed  over  me.  At  length  I  resolved 
to  see  what  the  maintenance  of  an  uniform  temperature  would 
do  toward  diminishing  the  irritability  of  my  Schneiderian  mem- 
brane, and  accordingly  I  plugged  my  nostrils  with  cotton  wool. 
The  effect  was  instajataneous ;  I  sneezed  no  more.  Again  and 
again  I  tested  the  efficacy  of  this  simple  remedy,  always  with 
same  result;  however  near  I  was  to  a  sneeze,  the  mtroduction 
of  the  pledgets  stopped  it  but  le  champ.  Nor  was  there  any 
inconvenience  from  their  presence,  making  them  sufficiently 
firm  not  tickle,  and  yet  leaving  them  sufficiently  loose  to  easily 
breathe  through.  This  is  really  worth  knowing;  for  incessant 
sneezing  is  among  the  greater  or  snialler  ills ;  and  it  seems  only 
a  rational  conclusion  to  hope  that  in  this  simple  plan  we  may 
have  the  most  efficient  remedy  against  one  of  the  most  distress- 
ing symj^toms  of  hay  fever. — S.  M.  Bradley,  in  Brit.  Med.  Joun' 


Oxygen  to  Ulcerated  Surfaces. — A  patient  was  admitted 
into  St.  Thomas  Hospital  who  was  suffering  from  sphagedsenic 
ulceration  of  the  throat.  It  was  progressing  with  great  rapid- 
ity, and  in  a  very  few  days  had  destroyed  the  uvula  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  soft  palate.  There  was  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  the  result  of  syphilis,  except  the  general  opin- 
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ion  that  form  of  ulceration  is  one  of  the  subsequent  stagres  of 
the  specific  disease.  There  was  no  secondary  eruption,  and  she 
denied  that  she  ever  had  been  treated  for  it ;  but  I  hazard  no 
opinion  on  that  subject,  as  it  is  difficult  to  rely  upon  any  state- 
ment of  a  hospital  patient  in  such  a  case.  What  was  left  of  the 
palate  was  of  a  bright  crimson  color,  with  elevated  edges,  dis- 
charging some  dirty  cream-like  matter.  The  breath  was  very 
offensive,  and  she  could  neither  speak  intelligibly  nor  swallow 
liquid,  which  regurgitated  through  the  nose.  I  made  the  pa- 
tient inhale  pure  oxygen  made  from  peroxide  of  manganese  and 
chlorate  of  potassa,  with  the  satisfactory  result  of  arresting  the 
destructive  process.  Though  the  greater  part  of  the  soft  palate 
and  uvula  no  longer  existed,  and  speech  was  unintelligible,  and 
fluid  passed  through  the  nose  instead  of  downward,  that  which 
was  left  soon  assumed  a  healthy  character  and  healed,  and 
within  two  weeks  some  part  of  the  palate  was  operated  on  and 
a  metallic  plate  supplied,  and  she  was  discharged  in  as  satisfac- 
tory a  condition,  both  as  to  swallowing  and  speaking,  as  could 
be  hoped  for  after  the  destruction  of  the  parts  to  so  large  an 
extent.  I  had  the  opportunity  of  trpng  the  same  plan  soon  af- 
terward with  exactly  the  same  effect. — Dr.  Oolden  in  London 
Lancet. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 


Venereal  Warts. — A  writer  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
has  successfully  removed  these  growths  by  powdering  over  the 
surface  twice  daily  with  equal  parts  of  burnt  alum  and  tannin. 
As  these  growths  occur  chiefly  in  situations  where  mucous  and 
skin  surfaces  are  in  contact  and  moist,  this  plan  suggested  it- 
self.  In  the  first  case  in  which  he  applied  it,  the  warts  were 
easily  rubbed  off  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days,  and  other 
cases  have  given  equally  good  results. 


Puerperal  Septicjshia. — ^D.  Querin,  of  the  Academy  of  Paris, 
stated  thai  the  discussions  on  the  subject  from  1858  to  1868, 
considered  the  uterus,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  as 
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an  open  wound,  subject  to  the  absorption  of  the  discharges? 
such  as  fluid  blood,  coagulated  blood,  lochia,  etc.,  which,  being 
retained  in  the  cavity  of  the  puerperal  uterus,  easily  set  up 
putrefaction.  Being  reabsorbed  by  the  open  vessels,  fever  orig- 
inates at  once.  After  the  expulsion  of  the  child,  the  first  thing 
to  be  done  is  to  cause  the  suitable  contraction  of  the  womb ; 
secondly,  remove  the  discharges ;  and  thirdly,  use  antiseptic  in- 
jections. These  are  the  views  of  the  faculty  in  Italy,  Belgium 
and  Germany ;  and  Dr.  Campbell  adds,  that  since  adopting  this 
plan,  he  has  not  had  a  single  case  of  puerperal  septicaemia. 
This  poison,  once  introduced  into  the  wards  of  a  hospital,  at- 
tacks far  and  near.  Dr.  Hendrieux  himself  has  informed  me 
that  he  suffered  from  the  effects  of  that  same  poison. —  Fa.  Med. 
Monthly. 


Rectal  Alimentation  and  Medication. — Dr.  J.  W.  0.  O'Neal, 
of  Gettysburg,  says,  in  a  paper  on  the  above  subject,  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania:  The 
physiology  of  the  rectum  as  a  lower  stomach  is  not  understood 
clearly ;  it  is  thought,  however,  to  nourish  through  the  power 
of  the  absorbent  vessels.  That  food  is  taken  up  and  appropri- 
ated there  can  be  no  doubt.  Precisely  how  taken  up  and  how 
appropriated,  is  not,  as  yet,  clearly  intelligible  to  the  observer. 
Faeces  held  in  the  bowels  after  an  invitation  to  be  passed  by 
nature,  become  dry,  and  at  times  hard,  losing  much  of  the  mois- 
ture that  renders  them  plastic  when  normal.  Milk  thrown  into 
the  rectum,  when  permitted  to  remain,  parts  with  its  nourish- 
ing properties  in  a  similar  manner.  Soups,  etc.,  send  back  only 
their  effete  matter.  As  the  fluid  is  taken  from  the  faeces,  so 
are  th€  nourishing  principles  picked  from  the  articles  of  alimen- 
tation. Reasoning  from  this  standpoint,  may  we  not  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  use  of  a  part  may  develop  a  function ; 
and  that  a  condition  of  disease  may  so  sharpen  a  rudimentary 
power  as  as  to  enable  it  to  perform  a  duty  hardly  designed  in 
the  primary  organization  ? 


Medical  Evidence  at  Inquests. — Whatever  reforms  may  be 
effected  in  the  office  of  coroner,  we  trust  means  will  be  taken 
to  show  to  this  dignitary  that  medical  evidence  must  be  called 


196  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette. 

in  every  case  of  unexplained  death.  It  is  not  for  a  coroner,  be 
he  a  layman  or  a  member  of  the  medical  profession,  to  allow 
evidence  as  to  the  cause  of  death  to  be  taken  or  disregarded 
at  pleasure.  There  should  be  no  discretion  in  the  matter.  Even 
if  he  thinks  he  can  recognize  the  cause  of  death,  without  evi- 
dence, there  should  still  be  proof  offered  to  the  Court,  An  or- 
dinary judge  does  not  convict  a  prisoner  because  he  himself 
happens  to  possess  a  strong  faculty  of  guessing  whether  the 
prisoners  tried  before  him  are  guilty  or  innocent.  Professional 
knowledge  is  required  to  qualify  the  coroner  to  understand  and 
sift  medical  evidence,  not  to  enable  him  to  dispense  with  it. 
This  should  be  clearly  unde];^tood,  or  it  will  be  necessary  to 
take  away  from  coroners,  whether  medical  men  or  laymen,  the 
discretion  now  entrusted  to  them,  and  which  they  sometimes 
abuse. — London  Lancet. 


Electric  Light  on  Vision. — ^In  the  early  part  of  the  present 
year  I  visited  the  exhibition  of  electric  lighting  apparatus  at 
Albert  Hall,  and  examined  the  character  of  most  of  the  lights 
pretty  narrowly.  On  my  return  home  in  the  evening,  I  was 
was  surprised  and  annoyed  to  find  that  the  gas-lamps  in  the 
street  and  the  house  appeared  to  be  of  a  rose  col6r,  with  a  simi. 
larly  colored  halo  round  the  flame.  The  effect  subsided  gradu- 
ally, and  at  the  end  of  a  week  had  disappeared.  The  phenom- 
ena was  probably  the  result  of  excessive  exposure  of  the  retina 
to  the  rays  of  the  electric  light;  but  it  is  not  impossible  that  a 
somewhat  similar  effect  might  be  produced  by  long  continued 
exposuse  to  a  less  powerful,  because  less  concentrated  glare. — 
E.  0.  Bousfield,  in  London  Lancet 


Summer  Sanitarium  for  Children. — By  the  will  of  the  late 
Thomas  Wilson,  $  500,000  have  been  bequeathed  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  summer  sanitarium  for  the  sick  children  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore.  The  trustees  of  the  fund  are  still  engaged  in 
maturing  plans  for  the  best  disposal  of  the  money.  It  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  a  large  hospital  will  be  built  at  some  eleva- 
ted part  of  the  country  not  far  &om  Baltimore.  Here  the  chil- 
uejp  will  be  conveyed  and  treated  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 


Editorial   Department. 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


Parties  in  California,  mainly  patent-medicine  men  and  un- 
gradaated  specialists,  combined  to  resist  the  medical  law  of 
that  State.  They  claimed  that  the  law  is  not  in  accord  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States.  The 
question  was  carried  up  to  the  California  Supreme  Court,  which 
has  pronounced  the  law  to  be  constitutional.  This  was  to  be 
expected.  Legislatures  have  power  to  charter  or  incorporate 
bodies  of  men  for  sundry  purposes, — as  banks,  insurance  com- 
panies, rail  roads,  colleges,  etc.  Having  chartered  such  bodies, 
Legislatures  have  power  to  guide  their  business  in  honorable 
channels,  and  so  prevent  injury  to  the  public.  A  chartered 
medical  college  issues  its  diplomas  in  the  name  of  the  State ; 
and  when  men  get  a  charter,  and  issue  documents  on  legisla- 
tive authority,  they  concede  that  the  State  has  power  to  super- 
vise their  business.  Take  away  from  a  medical  diploma  the 
State  authority  and  it  becomes  a  mere  personal  certificate,  and 
physicians  would  care  little  for  it.  We  venture  that  the  diplo- 
ma sellers  print  the  State  authority  on  all  their  '^sheep-skins," 
and  make  a  boast  that  they  are  ^'  chartered ; "  yet  these  men 
are  clamorous  that  there  shall  be  no  laws  to  check  their  fraud- 
ulent use  of  the  State  name. 

Any  man  may  lend  money,  utter  notes,  teach,  and  give  cer- 
tificates, if  he  can  find  others  to  take  these  things  from  him. 
So  any  man  can  give  medicines  to  his  neighl^r,  and  wait  on 
him  in  sickness,  if  the  neighbor  wants  him  to ;  and  all  the  laws 
in  the  land  cannot  prevent  him.  But  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  lending  money  and  uttering  notes  as  an  individual: 
and  doing  the  same  things  in  the  name  of  the  State,  and  by 
State  authority ;  and  so  of  issuing  diplomas. 

So  far  as  the  Illinois  and  California  laws  defend  the  public 
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against  rascals,  and  prevent  the  use  of  State  authority  by  ras- 
cals who  would  sell  and  other  rascals  who  would  buy  diplomas, 
we  commend  them.  And  we  hear  no  opposition  to  these  points 
of  those  laws,  except  from  those  swindlers  of  the  public  who 
are  checked  in  their  corrupt  practices.    This  reminds  us  that 

"  No  rogue  e'er  felt  the  halter  draw, 
With  good  opinion  of  the  law." 

But  the  laws  in  question  have  some  very  objectionable  feat- 
ures, and  give  Boards  such  powers  as  may,  by  evil  disposed 
men,  be  used  to  injure  others.  These  powers  aim  at  Physio 
Medicalism,  which  is  the  only  genuine  school  of  Medical  Re- 
form ;  for  the  other  three  schools  can  readily  combine,  having 
a  common  basis  in  the  use  of  poisons.  These  laws  deprive  us 
of  equality  in  rights,  and  practically  make  us  inferior  to  the 
others.  In  this  they  damage  our  standing  and  injure  our  busi- 
ness. No  man  with  a  soul  worth  sixpence,  will  tamely  submit 
to  this  thing.  Physio-Medicalists  should  not  submit;  and  they 
are  not  worth  saving  if  they  do  submit.  In  those  laws,  and  in 
others  designed  by  allopathy  and  eclecticism,  there  is  an  ele- 
ment of  oppression  that  is  intended  to  blot  out  this  school  for- 
ever. The  legislators  and  the  people  do  not  see  this,  else  they 
would  never  sanction  such  laws  for  a  day.  But  toe  know  it, 
and  know  that  we  are  thereby  deprived  of  our  rights ;  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  our  own  professional  manhood  to  resist  this  form 
of  class  legislation. 

In  proposing  a  National  Oonvention,  Ohio  made  resistance  to 
uigust  laws  a  principal  object  for  consideration.  (See  the  Ohio 
Proposition  in  the  January  Gazette.)  We  would  there  combine 
our  strength  and  make  it  felt,  whereas  we  are  now  almost  ^th- 
out  the  peculiar  forpi  of  strength  needed  for  the  purpose.  We 
could  firmly  show  our  opposition  to  all  nostrum  vending,  diplo- 
ma selling,  and  other  dishonorable  practices  which  every  hon- 
est man  condemns,  but  which  our  enemies  seek  to  fasten  upon 
us.  We  coul^  plant  ourselves  firmly  as  the  scientific  peers  of 
any,  and  secure  all  that  justly  belongs  to  us. 

Now,  gentlemen  all,  let  us  not  play  the  coward  to  any  body 
of  men;  but  put  our  hearts  in  our  work,  and  our  hands  in  our 
pockels,  and  have  a  National  Convention  that  shall  do  us  hon- 
or and  check  all  further  attempts  at  class  legislation.    At  the 
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[e  time  let  us  favor  all  honest  legislation  that  protects  the 
people  against  swindlers  and  elevates  our  own  profession.  If 
we  have  not  the  spirit  to  act  for  our  own  manhood,  and  to  stand 
by  one  another,  then  let  this  also  be  understood. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


The  Ecleptic  Society  of  California  is  m  trouble.  It  has  got  a 
batch  of  members  who  disgrace  it,  and  does  not  know  how  to 
get  rid  of  them.  When  a  Society  is  so  anxious  for  members  as 
to  fellowship  anybody  it  can  catch,  it  must  suffer  any  disgraces 
that  come  from  the  company  it  has  chosen.  Some  things  in  this 
world  are  are  more  powerful  than  mere  numbers. 

— ^The  Albany  (N.  Y.)  Medical  College  has  been  investigated 
by  the  city,  the  latter  having  a  claim  over  the  college  by  virtue 
of  furnishing  it  with  property.  It  seems  that  its  average  attend- 
ance is  over  150  students,  paying  $  100  each ;  diploma  fees  ad- 
ditional. And  yet,  so  great  are  running  and  other  expenses, 
that  the  Faculty  has  for  years  given  their  servicesyr^^,  in  order 
to  "  build  up  the  college."  And  yet  there  are  Physio-Medical- 
ists  who  will  not  give  anything  to  finish  buildings  and  supply 
more  apparatus  to  the  P.-M.  Institute  ;  because  they  claim  the 
I*aculty  get  rich  out  of  the  classes,  and  therefore  should  furnish 
these  things  themselves  I 

— Our  July  issue  will  contain  an  extended  defense  of  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Thomson, — not  of  his  mistakes,  but  of  his  genius  and  his 
wonderful  work  for  Sanative  Medicine.  It  will  include  an  an- 
alysis of  his  famous  trial,  and  letters  iu  his  favor  by  Prof.  B. 
Waterhouse,  of  Harvard  University.  A  portrait  will  be  given 
Our  people  should  dsstribute  this  freely.  Please  send  in  your 
orders  by  July/5th,  so  we  may  know  how  manv  extra  copies  to 
print,  f  Ten  copies  for  $1.    Single  copies  15  cents. 

— In  one  week  three  children  died  in  Jlew  York  from  vaccine 
virus.  The  virus  was  obtained  from  the  City  Board  of  Health. 
As  the  New  York  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  to  *'  regulate  the 
practice  of  medicine,"  it  is  desirable  tliat  they  shall  pass  anoth- 
er to  ^^  regulate  "  Health  Boards. 
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— Messrs  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York,  issued  a  daily  edHbn 
of  the  Medical  Record  during  the  recent  sittings  of  the  National 
(allopathic)  Medical  Association.  It  was  a  generous  enterprise. 

— Dr.  Buchanan,  the  eclectic  diploma-seller  of  Philadelphia, 
has  at  last  been  trapped  and  will  get  his  punishment.  The  swin- 
dled public  will  rejoice,  and  no  man  will  pity  him, — not  even 
the  scamps  who  bought  his  lying  documents.  The  buyer  is  as 
big  a  rascal  as  the  seller;  for  they  both  know  their  action  is  cor- 
rupt, and  both  intend  to  cheat  the  public.  There  are  diploma- 
sellers  hereabouts,  who  need  to  feel  the  law.  i 
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The  «  Standard  Medical  Library  "  issued  by  JYm.  Wood  &  Co. 
in  1879,  met  so  much  favor  as  to  determine  them  to  issne  a  new 
series  for  1880.  We  are  in  receipt  of  the  first  four  volumes  of 
the  series,  which  are :  Venereal  Disease,  by  Dr.  Keys ;  For- 
eign Bodies  in  Surgery,  2  volumes,*  by  Dr.  Poulet ;  Physical 
Diagnosis,  by  Guttman.  These  are  excellent  volumes,  much 
above  the  average  of  the  first  series ;  and  offer  decided  advan- 
tages in  being  special  monographs,  instead  of  a  general  treatise 
crowded  into  a  small  book.  Certainly  the  new  series  thus  far 
promises  to  be  a  great  improvement  over  that  of  1879.  This 
<^  Library "  is  sold  only  by  subscription,  1  volume  per  month 
during  1880 ;  the  whole  costing  1 18. 

"  Water  Analysis  for  Sanitary  Purposes,"  by  Dr.  K  Frank, 
land,  London,  is  an  exeellent  monogram  for  the  accurate  chem- 
ist. Physicians  should  be  far  more  conversant  with  these  top- 
ics than  they  are  at  present,  and  this  little  work  will  be  valua- 
ble to  them.    Philadelphia,  Presley  Blakiston.    $  1. 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  receive  the  ^^ Virginia  Medical  Month- 
ly," for  it  always  brings  a  rich  feast  of  scholarly  things.  L.  B. 
Edwards,  M.  D.,  Richmond  Va.    |  6.00 
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Died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  October  4th,  1843. 
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DR.  SAMUEL  THOMSON. 


A  LATE  number  of  Harper's  Magazine  has  an  article  on  ^'The 
Isms  of  Forty  Years  Ago,"  in  which  is  pleasantly  sketched  some 
of  the  movers  of  thought  who  flourished  during  the  first  quarter 
of  this  century.  Among  them  was  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  of  New 
England,  who  e  novel  ideas  in  medicine,  and  still  more  novel 
modes  of  practice,  caused  a  commotion  throughout  the  conti- 
nent. The  writer  in  Harper  o£fers  graceful  credit  to  the  genius 
and  pure  spirit  of  the  doctor,  who  has  been  maligned  without 
mercy  by  a  profession  whom  he  fully  outstripped  in  the  cure  of 
disease.  The  generation  of  to-day  know  very  little  of  the  man 
and  his  work ;  and  the  little  they  do  know  pictures  him  as  an 
inhuman  monster  rather  than  the  wise  and  tender-hearted  man 
of  skill  he  really  was.  Tl;ie  present  seems  to  be  a  fitting  time 
to  review  his  history  and  to  show  the  great  measure  of  honor 
that  justly  belongs  to  him. 

Samuel  Thomson  was  born  in  Alsted,  N.  H.,  in  1769,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts parents.  The  country  of  his  home  was  then  a  wil- 
derness, his  father's  house  was  three  miles  from  any  neighbor, 
and  his  parents  were  without  other  means  than  their  own  toil 
for  support.  When  but  four  years  old,  Samuel  was  made  useful 
on  the  farm,  and  from  his  fifth  year  onward  was  put  to  regular 
work.  His  education  was  but  the  meagre  one  given  in  a  back- 
woods country  school  of  those  days.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
went  with  his  father,  in  winter  time,  to  open  a  new  home  for 
the  family  along  Onion-  river,  Vermont.  A  severe  cut  in  his 
ankle  nearly  cost  him  his  life,  and  the  hardships  he  endured 
were  appalling. 

When  his  first  child  was  born,  his  wife  had  puerperal  convul- 
sions very  severely.  Seven  physicians  were  in  attendance ;  and 
when  one  bled  her  another  said  it  was  wrong ;  «nd  when  one 
gave  her  medicine,  another  said  that  was  wrong;  but  they  all 
gave  her  over  to  die, — the  only  thing  they  agreed  upon.  Thorn  - 
son  dismissed  them  all,  called  in  two  men  who  were  called 
"root  doctors,"  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  wife  restored. 
This  diminished  his  confidence  in  the  "regular"  physicians. 
Previous  observations  of  their  blunders  and  their  poor  success 
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had  inspired  but  little  regard  for  them ;  but  when  their  contra- 
dictions of  one  another  came  into  his  own  home,  and  their 
treatment  of  his  young  wife  seemed  but  so  many  experiments 
with  dangerous  weapons,  and  their  skill  ended  in  giving  her 
over  to  a  death  from  which  other  physicians  (relying  on  Nature's 
simples)  saved  her,  the  impress  made  upon  his  mind  was  in 
strong  condemnation  of  the  current  practice. 

He  gave  a  home  on  his  farm  to  a  young  man  who  had  studied 
with  one  of  the  last-named  physicians,  and  talked  much  with 
him  and  learned  most  of  his  methods  during  the  next  seven 
years.  At  first,  this  doctor's  practice  was  "chiefly  roots  and 
heibs,  and  his  success  was  very  great;  but  he  afterwards  got 
into  the  fashionable  mode  of  treating  his  patients,  which  made 
him  more  popular  with  the  Faculty,  but  less  useful  to  his  fel- 
low creatures.^'  Severe  sickness  afflicted  Thomson's  family,  in 
the  meantime;  and  he  profited  much  by  the  bitter  experience 
thus  forced  upon  him.  His  wife  had  a  "three  month's  fever" 
previous  to  the  birth  of  his  third  child ;  and  his  autobiography 
thus  records  the  event:  "I  never  could  reconcile  myself  to  the 
idea  that  a  doctor  could  be  of  any  use,  if  the  fever  must  have 
its  course,  and  Nature  had  to  perform  the  cure  at  the  same 
time  the  doctor  gets  his  pay  and  the  credit  of  it.  If  the  patient's 
constitution  be  so  strong  as  to  enable  them  to  struggle  against 
the  operation  of  the  medicine  and  the  disorder,  they  will  re- 
cover ;  but  if  not,  they  run  down  in  what  the  doctors  call  a  gal- 
loping consumption.  The  doctor  proceeded  in  this  way  with 
my  wife,  until  I  was  satisfied  of  his  plan,  when  I  interfered  and' 
dismissed  him.  As  soon  as  she  left  off  taking  his  medicine,  she 
be^ran  to  gain  her  health,  and  soon  got  about." 

The  third  child,  a  son,  got  the  croup  when  a  few  weeks  old ; 
and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  doctor  left  it,  saying  it  would  not 
live  till  morning.  The  agonized  father,  alone  in  a  rough  coun- 
try, could  nof  sit  quietly  and  see  his  son  pass  away  without  an 
effort  to  save  him.  He  had  in  the  house  a  few  drops  of  rattle- 
snake oil,  and  gave  it  to  the  boy,  the  croupous  symptoms  got 
better,  and  by  morning  the  child  was  out  of  danger.  About  the 
same  time  his  oldest  child  was  taken  with  what  the  people 
termed  the  canker-rash.  He  thus  records  his  experience  in  this 
case: 
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^^Dr.  Bliss,  who  lived  on  my  farm,  was  sent  for,  and  he  said 
she  had  the  disorder  as  bad  as  any  one  he  ever  saw.  He  tried 
his  utmost  skill  to  prevent  putrefaction,  which  he  feared  would 
take  place ;  but  after  using  every  exertion  in  his  power  without 
doing  her  any  good,  he  said  he  could  do  no  more,  she  must  die. 
She  was  senseless,  and  the  canker  was  to  be  seen  in  her  mouth, 
nose  and  ears,  and  one  of  her  eyes  was  covered  with  it  and 
closed,  the  other  began  to  swell  and  to  turn  purple  also.  I  asked 
the  doctor  if  he  could  not  keep  the  canker  out  of  this  eye ;  but 
he  said  it  would  be  of  no  use,  for  she  could  not  live.  I  told  him 
that  if  he  could  do  no  more,  I  would  try  what  I  could  do  myself. 
I  found  that  if  the  canker  could  not  be  stopped  immediately, 
she  would  be  blind  with  both  eyes.  She  was  so  distressed  for 
breath  that  she  would  spring  straight  up  in  struggling  to  breathe. 
I  sat  in  a  chair  and  held  her  in  my  lap,  and  put  a  blanket  round 
us  both ;  then  my  wife  held  a  hot  spider  or  shovel  between  my 
feet,  and  I  poured  on  vinegar  to  raise  the  steam,  and  kept  it  as 
hot  as  I  found  she  could  bear,  changing  them  as  they  became 
too  cold ;  and  by  following  this  plan  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
she  became  comfortable  and  breathed  easy.  I  kept  a  cloth  wet 
with  cold  water  on  her  eyes,  changing  it  as  often  as  it  grew 
warm.  I  followed  this  plan,  steaming  her  every  two  hours,  for 
about  a  week,  when  she  began  to  gain.  Her  eyes  came  open, 
and  the  one  that  was  worst  was  completely  covered  witli  can- 
ker and  was  as  white  as  paper.  I  used  a  wash  of  rosemary  to 
take  off  the  canker ;  and  when  the  scale  came  off,  the  sight  came 
out,  and  it  entirely  perished.  The  other  eye  was  saved,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  who  saw  her,  particularly  the  doctor, — who 
used  frequently  to  call  to  see  how  she  did.  He  said  she  was 
saved  entirely  by  the  plan  I  had  pursued,  and  the  great  care 
and  attention  paid  to  her.  She  entirely  recovered  from  the  dis- 
ease, with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  one  eye.  This  was  the 
«  first  of  my  finding  out  the  plan  of  steaming  and  using  cold 
water." 

The  fastidiousness  of  culture  may  sneer  at  his  plain  words 
and  untechnical  phrases ;  but  the  heroism  that  could  thus  strug- 
gle alone  for  two  weeks  to  save  a  child  that  the  most  reliable 
skill  had  given  over  to  die,  touches  a  cord  in  the  human  heart 
which  is  entirely  too  deep  for  the  shallow  phrases  of  criticism. 
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And  it  is  a  credit  to  human  nature  to  know  that  gratitude  never 
died  out  from  the  sonl  of  Samuel  Thomson ;  but  that  to  the  hour 
ot'  his  death  he  retained  unbounded  confidence  in  those  siniple 
means,  given  of  God,  by  which  his  untutored  common-sense 
had  enabled  him  to  save  three  lives  in  his  own  family  within  a 
few  months. 

At  the  birth  of  his  fifth  child  his  wife  was  given  over  to  die 
by  the  mid-wife,  who  declared  she  could  live  but  a  few  hours. 
A  doctor  was  sent  for,  but  could  not  be  had.  Thomson  was 
once  more  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  Despite  the  pro 
testations  of  the  mid-wife,  he  gave  her  warming  drinks  and  ap- 
plied the  steam ;  and  in  an  hour  his  wife  was  relieved  ana  all 
went  well.  In  1802,  a  very  putrid  form  of  measels  attacked  his 
children,  the  eruption  refusing  to  come  to  the  surface  with  some 
of  them,  stupor  following,  and  putrescent  ulceratioh  extending 
through  the  mouth,  throat,  and  elsewhere.  Bosemary  proved 
ineffectual;  so  he  tried  yellow-root  and  red  acorns,  effectually. 
To  one  child  he  gave  several  portions  of  emetic  herb,  when  all 
seemed  hopeless ;  and,  this  secured  great  relief,  and  the  child 
recovered. 

These  things  were,  of  course,  much  talked  of  in  the  country ; 
an  i  Thomson  began  to  be  called  for  by  his  neighbors  to  assist 
them  in  sickness.  He  always  kindly  responded  to  these  calls, 
not  in  the  sense  of  being  a  physician,  but  in  the  hope  of  being 
serviceable  to  his  fellow  creatures  by  the  employment  of  his 
common  sense  and  the  use  of  the  domestic  remedies  he  had  be- 
come accustomed  to  gathering.  His  ministrations  among  them 
were  as  wondrously  successful  as  they  had  been  in  his  own  fam- 
ily. A  woman  who  had  suffered  severe  colic  for  years,  getting 
no  relief  from  physicians,  he  cured  very  soon.  Another  and 
much  worse  case,  left  by  the  doctors  as  incurable,  he  soon  re- 
lieved permanently.  A  young  man,  prostrated  with  fever,  sat- 
urated with  mercury,  and  given  over  to  die,  he  took  to  his  home 
and  restored  completely.  A  young  woman  living  many  miles 
from  him,  pronounced  in  a  hopeless  ^'decline,"  he  brought  back 
to  health  within  a  month.  Grave  bleeding  from  the  lungs, 
dropsies  pronounced  beyond  cure,  fever  cases  putrid  with  calo- 
mel sores,  and  left  to  die,  epidemic  dysentery,  lung  fever, 
women  long  afflicted  with  convulsions,  patients  for  years  too 
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helpless  even  to  brush  off  a  fly,  and  similar  cases,  when  deemed 
wholly  incm'able,  came  into  his  hands.  He  cored  them  all.  He 
was  sent  to  visit  invalids  two  or  three  counties  distant;  and 
patients  were  brought  to  his  house — often  on  their  beds — ^fifty, 
an  hundred,  and  even  one-hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

Such  was  the  humane  work  of  this  brave  man,  as  he  lived  on 
his  sterile  farm  in  New  Hampshire.  His  fame  spread  through 
adjoining  counties  and  neighboring  States, — a  fame  always 
connected  with  curing  diseases  of  the  greatest  severity,  of  re- 
storing to  health  those  whom  the  physicians  had  declared  could 
not  live,  of  losing  no  patient  whom  he  undertook  to  treat  He 
writes  :  ^'My  house  had  constantly  been  filled  with  patients 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  myself  and  family  were  worn  out 
with  nursing  and  attending  on  them,  so  that  I  was  compelled 
(in  a  measure)  to  leave  home  to  free  myself  and  family  from  so 
heavy  a  burthen."  For  such  wearying  labors  he  received  al- 
most no  pay ;  the  persons  whom  he  had  snatched  from  death 
were  sometimes  so  ungrateful  as  to  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge 
that  he  bad  treated  them,  and  even  joined  others  to  ridicule 
him ;  while  the  doctors  bitterly  denounced  him  and  abused  hira, 
and  for  no  cause  except  that  he  restored  to  health  those  whom 
they  had  said  must  die.  The  profession  thus  made  it  an  offense 
and  an  outrage  on  their  profession,  to  save  human  life,  and  per- 
secuted like  barbarians  the  man  who  was  doing  this  noble  work 
for  his  fellow  beings.' 

It  was  not  till  1805,  and  after  several  years  of  the  above  suc- 
cessful experience,  that  he  concluded  to  devote  himself  to  the 
practice  of  medicine.  He  felt  constrained  to  do  this,  or  to  re- 
fuse practice  altogether ;  for  on  the  hard  fields  of  New  England 
he  could  not  make  a  living  by  farming  and  give  so  much  time 
to  the  care  of  the  sick ;  and  he  could  get  no  adequate  compen- 
sation for  his  time  while  he  continued  to  be  a  farmer.  He  did 
not  reach  the  conclusicn  without  due  consultation  with  his  wife 
and  friends.     He  says : 

"I  maturely  weighed  the  matter  in  my  mind,  and  viewed  it 
as  the  greatest  trust  that  any  one  could  engage  in.  I  considered 
my  want  of  learning  and  ignorance  of  mankind,  which  almost 
discouraged  me  from  the  undertaking;  yet  had  a  strong  inclina- 
tion  for  the  practice,  of  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  divest 
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my  mind.  I  finally  concluded  to  make  use  of  that  gift  which  I 
thought  the  God  of  nature  had  implanted  in  me.  I  thought  of 
what  St.  Paul  says  concerning  the  difi*erent  gifts  by  the  same 
spirit.  One  had  the  gift  of  prophecy,  another  the  gift  of  heal- 
ing. I  am'conyinced  that  I  possess  a  gift  in  healing  the  sick, 
because  of  the  extraordinary  success  I  have  met  with.  Whether 
I  should  have  been  more  useful  had  it  been  my  lot  to  have  had 
an  education  and  learned  the  profession  in  the  fashionable  way, , 
is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  Probably  I  should  have  been 
deemed  more  honorable  in  the  world;  but  honor  obtained  by 
learning,  without  a  natural  gift,  can  never,  in  my  opinion,  make 
a  man  uery  useful  to  his  fellow  creatures.  I  wish  my  readers  to 
understand  me  that  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  learn- 
ing is  not  necessary  and  essential  in  obtaining  a  proper  know- 
ledge of  any  profession  or  art ;  but  that  going  to  a  college  will 
make  a  wise  man  out  of  a  fool,  I  am  ready  to  deny ;  or  that  a 
man  cannot  be  useful  or  even  great  in  a  profession  without  a 
classical-  education,  is  what  I  think  no  one  will  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  attempt  to  support." 

His  last  argument  is  unanswerable,  for  a  learned  fool'  is  of 
little  use  in  the  world.  We  have  many  evidences  that  Thomson 
often  craved  knowledge,  and  that  he  had  full  respect  for  a  col- 
lege education  rightly  used.  But  an  education  in  false  things 
had  no  attractions  for  him,  receiving  only  his  bitter  contempt. 
His  feeling  in  this  direction  is  well  illustrated  by  his  account 
of  the  funeral  of  a  young  man  who  had  died,  in  twenty-four 
hours,  under  treatment  by  arsenic.  He  was  enormously  swollen, 
and  the  attending  physician  ordered  the  coffin  closed  so  no  one 
should  see  the  corpse.  He  then  began  abusing  Thomson,  ask- 
ing, "What  can  you  know  of  medicine  ?  You  have  no  learning, 
you  cannot  parse  one  sentence  in  grammar."  To  which  Thomson 
replied,  ''I  never  knew  that  grammar  was  made  use  of  as  med- 
icine ;  but  if  a  portion  of  grammar  is  so  much  like  the  operation 
of  ratsbane  as  appears  on  this  corpse,  I  should  never  wish  to 
know  the  use  of  it." 

From  this  time  through  a  period  of  almost  40  years,  Thom^ 
son's  life  was  a  round  of  unparalleled  labors,  abuses  and  perse- 
cutions. A  spirit  Ipss  dauntless  would  have  succumbed  upon  the 
threshold ;  but  his  soul  was  moved  with  the  single  purpose  of 
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relieving  his  fellow  man,  and  of  showing  how  effectually  thie 
could  be  done  by  the  simple  means  that  God  had  provided ,  and 
nothing  ever  checked  him  in  his  toils  or  turned  him  from  his 
well-proven  convictions.  For  days  and  nights  together  he  would 
)3e  nurse  and  physician  in  some  stricken  family,  scarcely  touch- 
ing the  bed  for  a  iweek  or  more.  He  travelled  through  heat  and 
storm,  in  town  and  over  mountain,  walking  fifty  and  an  hundred 
miles  to  answer  some  urgent  call  from  a  section  where  no  con- 
veyance could  be  obtained.  His  fame  spread  from  place  to  place, 
and  his  services  were  in  demand  through  all  the  States  of  the 
east,  and  out  to  the  then  '*far  west."  The  people  by  thousands 
delighted  in  learning  his  plans  and  benefiting  by  them ;  and 
lawyers,  ministers,  judges,  professors,  learned  men,  and  Grov- 
ernors,  called  him  to  their  families,  and  paid  respect  to  his 
nobleness  and  his  genius.  He  shook  the  ^^dry  bones"  of  a  num- 
erous, an  educated,  an  influential,  and  a  very  wealthy  profes- 
sion; and  the  whole  continent  was  moved  by  the  plain  but 
earnest  farmer-doctor  of  New  England, — Samuel  Thomson. 

The  success  attending  his  treatment  was  certainly  astonishing. 
Common  diseases  yielded  so  rapidly,  that  patients  and  their 
friends  concluded  they  had  not  been  ill  at  all.  Ordinary  febrile 
attacks  were  brought  to  an  end  in  a  few  days,  where  the  current 
practice  was  connected  with  a  "run"  of  eight  to  twelve  weeks 
of  serious  illness.  The  most  terrible  maladies  yielded  with 
equal  promptness,  even  cholera  and  yellow  fever  seeming  to  be 
trifles  in  his  hands.  And  his  methods  were  quite  unfairly  sub- 
jected to  the  hard  test  of  trial  on  those  whom  the  best  medical 
skill  of  the  day  pronounced  hopeless.  When  a  patient,  after 
treatment  and  consultation,  was  abandoned  by  his  physicians, 
then  Thomson  or  one  of  his  followers  might  be  called  on.  And 
many  thousands  of  such  dying  sufferers  were  snatched  from  the 
gtave  and  quickly  restored  to  health  by  the  new  practice. 

And  this  was  not  done  by  Thomson  only,  whose  real  genius 
fitted  him  for  more  judicious  action  than  others ;  but  hundreds, 
and  even  thousands,  of  the  common  people  took  up  his  methods 
in  a  way  more  or  less  bungling,  and  met  with  similar  success. 
Throughout  New  England,  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
southward  through  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  Georgia,  west- 
ward into  Ohio  and  Indiana, — in  short,  everywhere,  plain  farm- 
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ers  and  mechanics  and  business  men  applied  Thomson's  medi- 
cines under  the  directions  he  published,  and  restored  thousands 
upon  thousands  who  had  been  given  over  to  die  by  the  "regu- 
lar" physicians.  Journals  devoted  to  the  subject  sprang  up  on 
all  sides,  the  public  prints  teemed  with  accounts  of  those  won- 
derful cures.  The  highest  skill  of  the  educated  medical  profes- 
sion stood  powerless  before  the  recoveries  wrought  by  plain 
men  with  Thomson's  remedies,  and  ihepeopU  felt  that  a  moun- 
tain of  despair  had  been  replaced  by  a  flood  of  joyous  hope  when 
sickness  came  upon  them.  Thomson  offered  the  means  of  snatch- 
ing families  from  the  tomb,  and  restoring  wives  and  husbands 
and  parents  and  children  to  one  another. 

This  picture  is  far  from  being  over-wrought.  It  was  not  mat- 
ter of  fancy ;  but  a  veritable  and  visible  work,  wrought  upon 
millions  of  patients  as  "Thomsonianism"  grappled  with  stern 
death.  And  Prof.  Waterhouse,  of  Harvard  College,  very  justly 
said  of  it  in  1834 :  "The  Thomsonian  Practice  has  been  diffused 
through  New  England  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years,  and 
still  maintains  its  credit.  And  eiv^ery  year  its  roots  strike  deeper, 
and  its  branches  spread  wider  and  wider.  Now,  make  any  man 
of  due  reflection  believe  that  such  a  practice  could  have  spread 
so  wide,  and  among  such  a  discerning,  inquisitive  people  as 
those  of  New  England  certainly  are,  without  their  having  dis- 
covered its  nothingness,  its  worse  than  nothingness,-^its  vain 
and  nonsensical  pretensions  I    The  thing  is  impossible." 

But  it  was  not  only  the  common  people  who  thus  heartily 
welcomed  and  profited  by  Thomson's  methods.  Many  old-school 
physicians  of  learning  and  eminence  realized  that  a  worthy  thing 
was  done  for  humanity,  and  embraced  those  methods  and  prac- 
ticed them.  Thomson  was  very  anxious  to  give  to  the  profes- 
sion the  full  benefit  of  his  views.  He  kept  none  of  his  practice 
secret,  as  a  charlatan  would  have  done ;  but  wherever  he  found 
a  physician  willing  to  examine  his  plans  justly  and  try  them  on 
their  merits,  Thomson  was  earnest  and  zealous  in  giving  all  the 
information  he  possessed  to  that  man.  He  laid  his  plans  before 
Prof.  Barton,  of  Philadelphia,  then  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  his  profession.  Prof.  Barton  gave  Dr.  Thomson  much  atten- 
tion, advised  him  as  to  the  best  methods  of  getting  the  attention 
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of  the  profession  to  the  new  system,  and  himself  entered  upon 
making  trial  of  it,  but  died  before  Thomson  again  saw  him. 

He  also  laid  it  before  Dr.  B.  Rush,  of  Revolutionary  fame; 
who  also  received  Thomson  with  every  courtesy,  and  sent  him 
to  Prof.  Barton,  but  died  soon  after.  Prof.  B.  Waterhouse,  for 
many  years  the  Professor  of  Medical  Practice  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, Oambridge,  examined  the  system  fully,  accepted  it  openly, 
and  proceeded  to  abandon  his  old  methods  and  to  practice  the 
new  ones  he  had  learned  from  Thomson.  Waterhouse  admired 
and  respected  Thomson  most  heartily ;  and  his  letters,  some  of 
which  are  published  elswhere,  show  how  greatly  he  esteeiped 
the  man  and  his  discoveries.  In  a  few  years,  not  less  than  1000 
of  the  most  cultured  and  respected  graduates  of  the  old  school, 
men  of  standing  and  experience,  had  openly  arrayed  themselves 
as  the  followers  of  Samuel  Thomson.  In  a  profession  at  that 
time  numbering  less  than  9000  in  the  whole  United  States,  one- 
tenth  of  the  whole  saw  that  "Thomsonism"  was  superior  to  their 
college  plans,  and  accepted  it  in  the  interests  of  humanity. 

But,  most  unfortunately,  the  other  nine-tenths  of  the  profes- 
sion opposed  him  bitterly.  It  seems  that  to  cure  patients  whom 
they  had  pronounced  incurable,  was  in  their  eyes  a  crime.  It 
exposed  the  failure  of  the  plan  they  followed,  and  proved  that 
a  plain  farmer  had  sense  enough  to  devise  a  better  plan  and 
wholly  01  tstrip  them  in  their  art.  Humanity  said  they  should 
learn  the  better  plan,  and  thereby  save  lives.  Good  sense  pro- 
claimed the  truth  would  succeed,  arid  that  no  opposition  could 
ever  kill  that  truth ;  hence  it  would  be  wisdom  to  accept  what 
Thomson  offered  them,  let  it  stand  on  its  merits,  and  improve 
it  by  their  better  education. 

But  pride  refused  to  listen  to  humanity  and  good  sense,  and 
set  at  work  to  overthrow  Thomson.  The  mass  of  the  profession 
reviled  him,  and  pursued  him  with  every  species  of  malicious 
calumny.  They  represented  him  as  a  monster  and  a  murderer, 
though  he  was  daily  curing  patients  they  said  mpst  ^e.  They 
threatened  to  whip  him,  they  hired  men  to  way-lay  and  shoot 
at  him,  they  indict.ed  him  for  murder  and  subjected  him  to 
prison  hardships  that  would  shame  a  barbarian  governmtent. 
We  would  scarcely  believe  that  the  bulk  of  a  "learned  profes- 
sion^'  in  America  could  thus  persecute  a  plain  and  useful  man, 
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did  we  not  find  such  dark  proof  of  it  in  the  public  prints  of  the 
day.  True,  this  persecution  was  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the 
people^  and  trf "protect"  the  people  from  the  man  who  had  found 
a  new  way  to  save  their  lives !  No  persecution  of  the  truth  was 
ever  yet  attempted  which  did  not  make  the  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple the  hypocritical  pretense  to  justify  it;  and  the  violent  and 
outrageous  pursuit  of  Samuel  Thomson  was  no  exception  to  this 
rule  of  human  depravity. 

At  this  distant  day,  men  wonder  that  such  a  thing  was  possi- 
ble;  and  conclude  that  the  falsehoods  of  the  profession  must 
have  been  true,  for  surely  the  doctors  should  know.  This  is  a 
cheap  way  of  passing  judgment  against  the  accused,  and  leaves 
his  conviction  to  the  very  men  who  accused  him.  Fair-minded 
men  do  not  come  to  conclusions  in  this  way ;  but  examine  both 
sides  when  a  man  is  charged  with  an  outrage  on  the  public,  and 
consider  whether  the  accusers  have  any  interests  of  their  own 
to  serve  in  their  charges.  The  profession  had  their  pride,  and 
the  dread  of  losing  business  to  arouse  the  narrow-minded  to  a 
spirit  of  persecution.  These  two  motives  have  always  been 
sufficient  to  urge  them  to  that  course ;  and  there  has  not  a  sin- 
gle advance  step  ever  been  made  in  the  medical  profession  by 
its  own  members,  but  has  been  assailed  by  this  same  blind 
spirit  of  bigotry.  Even  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  now  understood  by  every  school-boy,  called  down  on  its 
discoverer,  Harvey,  the  venom  of  his  profession,  who  violated 
decency  by  their  language  against  him,  and  tried  to  make  him 
an  outcast  and  a  beggar.  Prof.  Yandell,  of  Louisville,  in- a  re- 
cent college  lecture,  said  :  "Harvey's  standing  as  a  physician 
was  seriously  injured  by  the  promulgation  of  his  novel  views. 
His  contemporaries  cried  him  down,  calling  him  a  visionary,  a 
theorist,  a  hobbyist,  an  impractical  man,  and  a  dangerous  doc- 
tor. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  to-day  is  less  bigoted, 
fogyish,  and  obstinate  and  conceited  than  it  was  in  Harvey's 
time." 

But  it  had  precisely  the  same  conceited  and  bigots  spirit  of 
persecution  in  Thomson's  day,  and  has  it  at  this  very  hour.  Only 
a  few  months  ago,  the  Faculty  and  IVustees  of  the  Albany  Med- 

•  

ical  College  in  an  unwocthy  manner  removed  Dr.  J,  Swinburne 
from  his  chair  in  the  college,  for  the  sole  reason  that  he  has  a 
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new  method  of  treating  fractures  and  saving  people's  limbs; 
and  it  is  "unprofessional"  in  him  to  teach  a  mode  that  reflects 
upon  the  poorer  methods  of  his  brethren  1  And  i^hen  Dr.  Mor- 
ton discovered  the  use  of  chloroform,  he  was  accused  by  some 
of  the  Boston  Profession  of  trying  to  poison  a  wonian,  when  he 
had  merely  given  her  this  article ;  and  they  went  so  far  as  to 
get  him  thrown  into  prison,  and  accused  him  of  witchcraft ! 
Now,  that  same  profession  cannot  sing  praises  enough,  nor  bmld 
monuments  enough,  to  Harvey,  Jenner,  Morton,  and  others 
whom  they  so  bitterly  persecuted.  The  truth  triumphed  in 
every  instance,  as  it  always  will;  but  the  spirit  of  bigotry  and 
persecution  seems  never  to  die  out  of  narrow-minded  men. 

The  work  that  Thomson  accomplished  can  be  appreciated 
best,  when  we  recall  the  state  of  medical  practice  at  that  time. 
Calomel  was  called  the  ''sheet  anchor"  of  the  profession,  and 
was  given  on  every  occasion  and  to  all  constitutions.  The  theory 
was,  that  it  must  substitute  its  own  action  for  the  disease ;  and 
that  action  was  to  break  the  integrity  of  the  blood,  and  estab- 
lish a  new  disease  in  the  frame.  The  amount  of  salivation, 
mercurial  stiffening  and  calomel-broken  constitutions,  that  af- 
flicted thQ  human  race  at  that  time,  under  the  hands  of  the  most 
eminent  physicians,  is  appalling. 

Calomel  found  a  ready  ally  in  the  lancet.  Bleed  till  the  pulse 
fails,  bleed  till  he  faints,  let  the  blood  flow  till  the  heart  shows 
signs  of  weakening,  were  common  directians  in  books  and  col- 
leges. Dr.  Rush  bled  yellow-fever  patient*  twice  a  day  for  ten 
days ;  and  the  rule  was,  even  so  recently  as  fifty  years  ago,  to 
bleed  consumptives  to  "reduce  the  fever."  A  doctor's  visit  was 
the  signal  for  a  flow  of  blood.  And  this  was  accompanied  by  the 
disgusting  tartar  emetic,  still  farther  to  lower  vitality  and  de- 
press the  heart ;  and  supplemented  by  a  system  of  starvation 
that  would  quickly  prostrate  the  strongest. 

The  whole  idea  in  this  practice  was  to  reduce  the  patient. 
Heat  accumulation  in  the  body  was  thence  considered  the 
greatest  of  human  dangers ;  and  whatever  would  reduce  this 
heat,  was  accepted  as  the  best  remedy.  From  this  came  the 
dreadful  practice  just  named.  Mankind  groaned  under  it  as  a 
curse.  Ordinary  maladies  grew  into  terrible  disorder^ ;  and  a 
simple  fever  was  aseige  of  three  or  four  months,  with  a  wrecked 
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constitution  left  to  those  who  Survived.  The  people  were  urged 
to  silence ;  for  such  disasters  were  in  the  order  of  "Providence," 
and  therefore  not  to  be  murmered  against, — a  convenient  mode 
of  covering  ignorance  and  stopping  improvement  by  throwing 
the  blame  upon  heaven. 

Humane  and  thoughtful  physicians  were  appalled  at  the  re- 
sults of  their  own  practice,  and  devoutly  wished  for  something 
better,  for  their  best  art  was  an  open  failure.  Prof.  Gregory, 
among  the  highest  of  England's  physicians,  boldly  wrote,  "Nine- 
ty-nine out  of  every  hundred  medical  facts  are  medical  lies; 
and  medical  doctrines  are  little  better  than  stark,  staring  non- 
sense." The  eminent  Bichat,  of  France,  wrote,  "Medicine  is  an 
incoherent  assemblage  of  incoherent  ideas.  It  is  not  a  science 
for  a  methodical  mind.  It  is  a  shapeless  assemblage  of  inaccur- 
ate ideas,  of  observations  often  childish,' of  deceptive  remedies." 
And  America's  learned  Surgeon  General,  Benjamin  Bush,  la- 
mented that  they  "had  multiplied  diseases  and  increased  their 
mortality,"  and  declared  that  "those  physicians  generally  be- 
come the  most  eminent  who  soonest  emancipate  themselves 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  schools."  Similar  confessions  and  re- 
grets of  the  ablest  physicians  of  that  day,  could  be  quoted  by 
pages. 

Thomson  painfully  realized  the  fact  of  this  failure.  So  far  as 
he  was  familiar  with  their  theories, — those  theories  which  they 
were  confessing  to  one  another  were  speculations  without  any 
foundation, — he  saw  their  absurdity,  and  sought  to  emancipate 
himself  from  their  '*tyrrany."  Thus  he  records  his  interview 
with  Prof.  Barton :  "1  stated  to  him  pretty  fully  my  opinion  of 
the  absurdity  of  bleeding  to  cure  disease ;  and  pointed  out  its 
inconsistency,  inasmuch  as  the  same  method  was  made  use  of  to 
care  a  sick  man  as  to  kill  a  well  beast  He  laughed,  and  said 
it  was  strange  logic  enough."  By  discarding  bleeding,  calomel, 
antimony,  and  all  "reducing"  measures,  he  found  himself  able 
to  cut  short  severe  fevers,  restore  disabled  constitutions,  and 
save  those  whom  the  physicians  had  said  must  die.  And  these 
results  he  effected,  not  in  a  few  accidental  instances,  but  uni- 
formly, in  multitudes  of  instances,  in  maladies  of  every  form, 
and  in  all  localities.  Man  need  ask  for  no  more  overwhelming 
proof  than  Thomson  gave,  that  his  new  methods  were  correct ; 
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while  the  proof  was  equally  overwhelming  that  the  methods  of 
the  schools  were  incorrect  and  destructive.  He  was  a  practical 
believer  in  the  Scripture  which  teaches,  "By  their  fruits  shall 
ye  know  them." 

Having  before  him  medical  facU  which  were  not  "medical 
lies,''  he  proceeded  to  a  reasoning  like  this:  JVhen  a  man  dies, 
he  gets  cold.  Bleeding,  calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  the  starva- 
tion system,  reduce  a  man,  lower  his  animal  heat,  and  stop  his 
bodily  functions.  They  fail  to  cure.  When  a  man  is  well,  his 
bodily  heat  is  nearly  uniform,  his  functions  are  active.  Sickness 
disturbs  the  equilibrium  of  heat  and  action.  Heat,  when  evenly 
distributed  through  the  body,  is  the  measure  of  life,  because  it 
is  Nature's  vital  testimony  of  equilibrium  among  the  functions. 
Successful  treatment,  therefore,  requires  that  equilibrium  of 
action  be  restored,  which  is  to  be  eflFected  by  restoring  heat  to 
those  parts  where  it  is  deficient.  He  used  Tieat  and  aotion  as 
equivalent  terms ;  and  argued  that,  when  deficient  secretions 
were  restored  and  an  even  flow  of  blood  was  secured  in  every 
part,  heat  was  restored  to  its  balance  and  health  promoted.  His 
thought  was  to  antagonize  that  practice  and  theory  which  re- 
duced the  heat;  for  it  was  so  fatal  to  life,  that  whatever  stood 
opposed  to  it  gave  hope  of  success. 

We  must  remember  that  Thomson  was  not  cultured,  hence 
his  terms  and  his  logic  were  uttered  "in  the  rough."  But  he 
never  meant  that  heat  is  the  actual  life, — a  bit  of  philosophy 
that  is  pronounced  to  be  the  very  acme  of  science  among  the 
scholars  of  both  hemispheres  to-day.  Had  Thomson  meant  this, 
he  would  have  been  in  advance  of  to-day's  advanced  scientists 
by  three-quarters  of  a  century ;  and  thus  the  genius  of  the  un- 
cultured farmer  would  so  far  have  transcended  our  present  men 
of  learning.  He  fully  realized  that  bodily  action  could  not  be 
maintained  with  the  animal  heat  below  a  normal  point,  whether 
at  a  part  or  through  the  entire  frame.  The  profoundest  physi- 
ology as  well  as  the  simplest  experience  prove  this.  He  aimed, 
therefore,  to  conserve  the  animal  heat  and  preserve  its  balance'; 
which  logically  follows  from  the  premise  just  given.  He  sought 
to  do  this  by  restoring  the  secretions  when  obstructed,  and  by 
removing  impediments  to  a  free  circulation.  This  is  the  true  aim 
of  all  successful  medical  practice,  the  one  golden  thread  of  truth 
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which  has  run  through  medical  treatment  from  the  earliest  ages, 
and  prevented  it  from  being  assigned  to  oblivion.  Thomson 
sought  to  restore  this  truth  to  its  full  brightness,  and  to  banish 
from  medicine  all  those  theories  and  agencies  that  violated  com- 
mon sense  and  made  war  upon  vitality. 

However  clumsy  his  processes  of  reasoning,  the  great  central 
idea  before  him  was  as  true  as  eternal  truth  itself;  and  can  no 
more  be  gainsayed  than  can  the  central  principles  of  any 
science.  However  clumsy  his  methods  of  treatment,  they  were 
so  effectual  as  to  make  it  seem  as  if  the  day  of  miracles  had  re- 
turned ;  and  millions  of  lives  saved  by  Thomson  and  his  imme- 
diate followers,  attest  in  glowing  colors  that  the  path  he  open- 
ed was  the  true  path  to  human  relief,  and  that  man  can  do  no 
wiser  thing  than  explore  and  improve  the  way  he  so  happily 
discovered.  It  may  not  flatter  man's  pride  to  have  the  road  to 
success  pointed  out  by  a  humble  farmer.  But  we  are  not  labor- 
ing to  flatter  human  pride,  over  which  so  many  stumble  and 
fall ;  but  to  relieve  human  suffering  and  save  human  life,  which 
is  a  work  sacred  to  heaven  itself. 

We  may  not  honorably,  and  cannot  successfully  rebel  against 
the  instruments  God  chooses  for  our  enlightenment.  Our  high- 
est duty  and  our  surest  reward  are  found  in  giving  those  instru- 
ments the  credit  that  belongs  to  them ;  so  much,  but  no  more ; 
and  then  in  pressing  forward  into  the  fullness  of  the  light  that 
has  been  placed  for  our  guidance. 

On  such  a  basis.  Dr.  Tliomson  erected  a  practice  that  had  al- 
ways before  it  the  purpose  of  using  no  article  that  would  do  vio- 
lence to  the  human  frame.  The  dependence  of  physicians  was 
upon  poisons;  they  pronounced  these  their  best  remedies,  and 
discarded  harmless  agents  as  being  too  simple  to  be  valuable. 
On  their  philosophy  that  a  disease  is  to  be  cured  by  making  an- 
other disease,  harmless  agents  would  be  worthless,  for  these 
would  not  make  disease.  For  this  very  reason  Thomson  prized 
them  ;  contending  that  the  whole  prevailing  medical  philosophy 
was  wrong,  that  its  disease-making  agents  and  processes  were 
destructive  of  life,  and  that  the  innocent  agents  strewn  about 
us  were  those  which  heaven  intended  for  the  cure  of  our  mal- 
adies. 

His  life  was  a  contention  to  show  that  poisons  should  never 
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be  given  to  man,  and  that  harmless,  remedies  had  the  greatest 
possible  power  of  cure.  For  this  he  toiled,  for  this  he  suffered, 
for  this  he  endured  scorn  and  persecution,  for  this  he  wore  away 
a  long  life  in  great  hardships.  His  thought  sprang  from  a  heart 
filled  wilh  tenderness  towards  suffering  humanity.  His  devotion 
to  that  thought  filled  him  with  a  heorism  that  is  the  highest 
form  of  gratitude  to  heaven  for  blessings  given,  a  heorism  that 
never  fails  to  profit  our  race.  And  the  labors  of  Thomson  so 
triumphantly  demonstrated  the  correctness  of  his  belief,  that  the 
physicians  quailed  before  his  blows ;  and  the  use  of  calomel, 
bleeding,  and  tartar  emetic  fell  into  disrepute.  By  showing  the 
failures  of  the  old  practice  he  shook  that  entire  system  to  the 
foundation ;  and  imbued  the  public  mind  with  such  a  distrust  of 
poisons,  and  such  confidence  in  harmless  remedies,  as  gradually 
to  undermine  the  past  and  begin  the  work  of  a  complete  revolu- 
tion in  medicine.  The  most  successful  physicians  of  the  past 
three  centuiies  have  felt  that  the  current  practice  was  damag- 
ing, and  have  longed  to  find  the  very  avenue  of  safety  that  was 
found  by  Samuel  Thomson. 

In  thus  giving  him  full  credit  for  his  work,  we  but  do  justice, 
and  are  not  blind  to  his  crudities  or  his  errors.  These  were  mis- 
takes incident  to  man,  which  no  one  is  called  upon  to  praise  or 
to  imitate.  Persecuted  bitterly  by  the  profession  to  which  he 
offered  his  discoveries,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  became  filled 
with  contempt  towards  his  persecutors.  Finding  them  anxious 
privately  to  learn  his  remedies  and  then  adopt  them  as  their 
own,  and  seeing  them  openly  claim  the  discovery  of  the  medi- 
cinal properties  of  lobelia  without  one  shred  of  evidence  that 
they  had  the  least  knowledge  of  it  until  years  after  he  angered 
them  by  curing  their  dying  patients  with  its  help,  it  was  but 
natural  that  he  should  seek  the  protection  open  to  him, — a  Pat- 
ent from  Washington.  He  was  assisted  in  getting  this  patent  by 
ex-Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont,  and  by  Prof.  Mitchell,  M. 
D.,  of  New  York,  and  advised  by  Prof.  Barton  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  acting  under  it  to  get  the  profession  to  try  his  metii- 
ods.  These  names  attest  the  honorableness  of  Thomson's  pro- 
cedure. 

With  the  petulencies  of  the  man  in  his  old  age,  we  have 
nothing  to  do.    His  professed  friends  sought,  at  last,  to  traduce 
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and  r6b  him, — even  stealing  the  journal  that  his  money  had 
established  in  the  West,  and  publishing  his  books  as  their  own, — 
and  he  was  justly  indignant.  His  manner  became  rough  toward 
the  close  of  life,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  much  of  this  was  the 
eccentricity  of  approaching  hebetude  in  a  chafed  mind.  We  re- 
gret the  failing ;  but  it  is  personal,  and  does  not  tarnish  the 
truths  he  discovered.  For  these  we  would  be  thankful,  and  give 
him  all  credit.  While  his  methods  were  rude,  and  too  often  used 
needlessly,  they  were  powerful  in  their  efficacy;  and  it  was 
natural  he  should,  after  thirty  years  of  astonishing  success  in 
theii"  use,  become  intensely  confident  in  them.  This  is  common 
to  all  discoverers,  and  is  a  part  of  that  very  enthusiasm  which 
leads  men  to  pursue  their  discoveries  regardless  of  all  ob- 
stacles. 

But  the  methods  of  man  engrafted  upon  great  principles  in 
science,  are  constantly  subject  to  change  and  improvement; 
the  principles  themselves  are  fixed  and  eternal.  We  admire  the 
reflective  genius  of  Watts,  when,  from  observing  the  lid  of  the 
tea-kettle  raised  by  the  steam,  he  proceeded  to  the  erection  of 
steam  engines.  The  expansive  power  of  steam  was  the  princi- 
ple he  employed ;  and  it  detracts  nothing  from  his  genius  to 
know  that  his  earlier  engines  were  clumsy  affairs,  when  com- 
pared to  the  elegance  and  finish  of  a  "Corliss."  The  rough 
methods  of  Thomson  were  but  incidents  in  early  discovery,  ^s 
the  sickle  is  but  a  crude  prototype  of  to-day's  reaper.  It  is  ours, 
not  to  embarrass  ourselves  by  methods  that  were  crude,  but  tc 
acknowledge  their  success,  and  then  advance  toward  perfecting 
X\i^  principles  in  science  to  which  those  methods  owed  theii 
success.  These  principles  constitute  the  central  discoveries  ot 
Thomson,  for  which  mankind  will  ever  stand  his  debtors.  They 
consist  in  a  demonstration  that  vitality  is  always  to  be  conserved 
in  treating  disease.  That  a  due  balance  and  harmony  of  action 
must  be  restored  among  the  various  organs,  in  order  to  secure 
health.  That  perturbative  measures  and  poisonous  agents  can 
never  restore  that  balance;  but  always  increase  the  discord, 
and  therefore  are  the  enemies  of  life  and  the  friends  of  death. 
That  health  is  most  speedily,  surely  and  effectually  promoted 
by  the  ase  only  of  harmless  and  sanative  agencies, — those  which 
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are  perfectly  innocent  in  their  character,  bat  potent  in  their 
curative  energies. 

The  truth  of  these  principles  he  proved  by  a  successful  prac- 
tice of  forty  years.  Thousands  have  continued  to  prove  them 
through  every  possible  test.  His  methods  have  been  almost 
wholly  laid  aside ;  but  the  principles  have  grown  in  imx>ortance, ' 
and  their  scientific  accuracy  has  been  the  more  clearly  demon- 
strated under  more  refined  methods  and  by  more  advanced 
knowledge.  We  can  cheerfully  forget  his  human  errors  in  our 
admiration  of  his  talents  and  his  beneficent  discoveries.  The 
profession  sings  praises  and  builds  monuments  to  Harvey  and 
Jenner.  When  the  prejudices  of  personal  encounter  have  been 
swept  away,  and  time  enables  men  to  form  a  right  estimate  of 
events,  it  will  be  seen  that  Samuel  Thomson  did  a  grander  prac- 
tical work  for  the  profession  and  for  mankind  than  any  medical 
discoverer  yet  known  to  the  world ;  and  then  men  will  give  a 
just  meed  of  praise  to  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  men  of 
genius  that  ever  blessed  America. 


TRIAL  OF  DR.  THOMSON  FOR  MURDER. 


A  Dr.  French,  of  Salisbury,  Mass.,  had  been  annoyed  greatly 
by  Thomson  curing  some  of  his  hopeless  cases.  The  first  oc- 
curred in  1806,  when  Dr.  F.  said  a  Mrs.  Osgood  must  die  of  lung 
fever,  for  which  he  was  treating  her;  but  whom  Thomson  quite 
relieved  in  14  hours,  and  soon  restored.  Similar  cases  followed ; 
and  the  ire  of  Dr.  French  rose  in  proportion  to  the  distinctness 
of  Thomson's  cures.  He  called  Thomson  a  quack,  said  his  cores 
were  due  to  witchcraft,  denounced  him  as  a  murderer,  threat- 
ened to  blow  out  his  brains  if  he  again  came  practicing  in 
French's  neighborhood,  and  continued  in  this  savage  style  till 
Thomson  had  him  bound  over  in  court  to  keep  the  peace. 

Finding  Thomson's  succeiss  still  taking  away  his  practice.  Dr. 
French  finally  (1809)  entered  a  complaint  against  him  before 
a  Justice,  who  was  also  a  doctor,  for  ''willful  murder."  Thom- 
son's friends  advised  him  to  keep  out  of  the  way ;  but  he  re- 
fused, and  said  the  charge  must  be  proven  or  he  be  honorably 
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acquitted.  Dr.  French  came  with  a  constable  late  at  night*,  ;n 
November,  and  arrested  him.  He  was  taken  to  French's  house, 
where  French  abused  him  outrageously  for  hours.  Then  French 
went  to  Salem  and*  got  a  bill  against  Thomson  from  the  grand 
jury,  and  he  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff  after  being  again 
abused  and  denounced  as  a  murderer  by  French. 

He  was  put  in  irons,  and  confined  in  a  dungeon  at  Newbury- 
port.  He  was  not  allowed  a  chair  or  table,  lay  on  straw  upon 
the  floor,  with  one  miserable,  dirty  blanket,  no  fire  or  light  al- 
lowed, the  place  crawling  with  body  vermin,  and  the  filth  from 
an  upper  room  running  down  into  his  cell.  His  food  consisted 
of  musty  coffee  without  milk  or  sweetening,  and  a  piece  of  In- 
dian bread  and  hard  fish  served  on  an  old  tin  pan.  Mr.  Osgood, 
whose  wife  he  had  saved  after  Dr.  French  had  given  her  over, 
wept  like  a  child  when  he  saw  the  horrors  of  Thomson's  situa- 
tion. Friends  alleviated  it  as  much  as  possible,  among  them 
Judge  Bice,  and  the  "regular"  physicians,  Drs.  Fuller  and 
Shepard.  But  he  lay  in  that  noisome  dungeon  for  30  days, 
without  fire,  during  a  proverbially  cold  New  England  Novem- 
ber. 

There  would  be  no  regular  session  of  the  criminal  court  for 
nearly  one  year ;  and  a  year  in  such  a  prison  would  break  the 
constitution  of  any  man,  and  kill  an  ordinary  man.  A  year 
there  would  probably  have  put  an  end  to  Samuel  Thomson, 
though  he  were  as  innocent  as  a  babe.  But  Judge  Rice  and 
others  took  in  hands  his  petition  for  a  special  term  of  court  to. 
try  his  case;  and,  after  imgiense  labor,  succeeded.  His  case 
was  tried  at  the  county  seat,  Salem, — the  scene  of  the  former 
witch-craft  trials  of  New  England, — on  December  20th,  1809. 

The  case  at  law  is  to  be  found  in  the  Massachusetts  Reports, 
vol.  6,  p.  134.  It  was  an  indictment  "for  the  willful  murder  of 
Ezra  Lovett,  by  giving  him  a  poison  called  lobelia."  The  report 
was  drawn  up  by  Chief  Justice  Parsons,  who  presided.  The  tes- 
timony was  the  most  marvellous,  probably,  ever  heard  in  an 
American  court  since  the  witch-craft  trials.  It  was  stated  that 
he  placed  Lovett's  hare  feet  "on  a  stove  of  hot  coals,"  wrapped 
him  in  a  thick  blanket,  and  then  gave  him  powders,  "which  im- 
mediately puked  him."  The  vomiting  was  repeated,  then  the 
patient  walked  in  the  air  for  15  minutes.    Three  days  after 
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(Thursday)  he  was  comfortable.  He  was  then  sweated  *'by 
placing  him,  with  another  patient^  over  an  iron  pan,  with  vine- 
gar heated  by  hot  stones  put  into  the  vinegar."  Sunday  morn- 
ing another  emetic  was  given.  That  evening  he  had  convul- 
sions, and  the  regular  physicians  took  the  case  Monday  morn- 
ing. Lovett  died  Tuesday  evening,  forty  eight  hours  after 
Thomson's  last  attendance.  Nothing  was  said  as  to  what  they 
gave  him. 

The  attempt  was  made  to  prove  lobelia  to  be  a  poison.  Dr. 
Howe  swore  that  an  article  exhibited  in  court  was  lobelia,  and 
was  a  poison ;  but  Judge  Rice  ate  a  lot  of  it  in  open  court,  to 
the  astonishment  of  everybody.  It  was  simply  marsh  rosemary. 
Drl  French  testified  that  lobelia  was  emetic,  ••'and  that  four 
grains  of  the  powder  was  a  powerful  puke,"  but  gave  no  testi- 
mony that  it  was  a  poison.  Dr.  Cutler,  for  whom  the  honor  of 
discovering  lobelia  was  afterwards  claimed,  testified  to  his  usin*: 
considerable  doses  of  the  tincture  successfully  in  his  asthma, 
and  also  of  procuring  emesis  by  repeated  doses,  but  not  a  word 
as  to  its  being  a  poison.  And  no  witness  had  the  hardihood  to 
say  lobelia  was  a  poison,  or  that  Thomson's  treatment  had  any 
share  in  causing  Lovett's  death.  The  court's  own  record  shows 
this.  That  record  also  says  the  Solicitor  General  proposed  to 
prove  that  Thomson  "had  administered  the  like  medicines  with 
those  given  to  the  deceased  to  several  of  his  patients,  who  had 
died  under  his  hands;  and  to  prove  this  statement  he  called 
several  witnesses,  of  whom  but  one  appeared.  He  on  the  con- 
trary testified  that  he  had  been  the  prisoner's  patient  for  an  op 
pression  at  his  stomach;  that  he  took  his  emetic  powders  several 
times  in  three  or  four  days,  and  was  relieved  from  his  com- 
plaint, which  had  not  since  returned.  And  there  was  no  evi- 
dence in  the  cause  that  the  prisoner^  in  the  course  of  his  very 
novel  practice^  had  experienced  any  fatal  accident  among  his 
patients.^^ 

So  reads  the  record,  drawn  up  by  Judge  Parsons  himself.  The 
last  sentence  includes  Lovett's  case.  Thomson's  counsel  wished 
to  place  him  on  his  defence,  desiring  to  prove  the  excellence  of 
his  practice  and  that  the  death  of  Lovett  was  unexpected  and 
could  not  be  imputed  to  Thomson.  The  record  says :  "But  as 
the  court  were  satisfied  that  the  evidence  produced  on  the  part 
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of  the  Commonwealth  did  not  support  the  indictment)  the 
prisoner  was  not  put  on  his  defense." 

No  form  of  acquittal  can  be  more  sweeping  than  this.  Jt  was 
not  acquittal  after  full  defense,  and  then  the  prolonged  deliber- 
ations of  the  jury.  This  kind  of  acquittal  places  a  man  in  full 
and  honorable  innocence  before  his  fellow-men.  But  Thomson 
was  acquitted  without  having  to  defend  himself.  There  was 
really  nothing  against  him.  The  Chief  Justice  himself  calmly 
prepares  the  report  for  publication,  and  says:  '*The  evidence 
l^roduced  by  the  Commonwealth  did  not  support  the  indict- 
ment." And  yet  to  this  day  allopathic  teachers  and  authors 
give  out  the.  statement  that  "Thomson  was  tried  for  murder  for 
giving  a  man  lobelia,"  and  conceal  the  fact  of  his  more  than 
honorable  acquittal.  They  make  themselves  as  malevolent  as 
Dr.  French,  and  renew  the  charge  of  murder  after  the  court  dis- 
missed the  foul  charge.  This  tells  the  tale  of  allopathic  hate 
and  malice. 

It  is  true  that  Justice  Parsons  charged  the  jury,  and  in*  that 
charge  stated  "that  the  deceased  lost  his  life  by  the  unskillful 
treatment  of  the  prisoner,  did  not  seem  to  admit  of  any  reason- 
able doubt;  but  of  this  point  the  jury  were  to  judge."  And  the 
jury  didiuige.  Such  a  charge,  made  after  stating  that  the  evi- 
dence di  not  support  the  indictment  of  murder,  and  refusing 
to  let  the  prisoner  be  put  upon  his  defense,  is  a  remarkable  per- 
formance from  the  bench.  The  judge  greatly  confused  what 
evidence  was  given,  stating  that  Thomson  used  "deadly  poi- 
sons," when  no  proof  of  poison  had  been  entered ;  stating  that 
the  agent  he  used  "became  a  deadly  poison"  by  reason  of  his 
ignorance,  as  if  a  man's  ignorance  determined  the  nature  of 
plants.  He  also  said  Thomson  forced  his  last  medicine  upon  the 
patient  on  Monday  evening;  when  the  evidence  recorded  by 
the  court  shows  he  gave  it  on  Sunday  evening,  and  the  "regu- 
lars" had  Lovett  in  their  liands  from  Monday  morning  till  he 
died.  It  reflects  no  credit  on  Justice  Parsons  to  have  made  a 
charge  in  such  violent  contradiction  to  the  evidence;  and  his 
extra  zeal  to  please,  the  doctors  by  maligning  an  innocent  man, 
does  not  exalt  one's  admiration  of  his  justice. 

And  yet  Judge  Parsons  found  himself  compelled  to  show  that 
jury  that  Dr.  Thomson  was  not  guilty  of  murder,  nor  even  of  the 
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lighter  crime  of  manslaughter.  And  he  laid  down  some  law  that 
was  admirable,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rulings  of  Gliief 
Justice  Hale,  who  "expressly  states  that  if  a  physician,  whether 
'  licensed  or  not,  gives  a  person  a  potion  without  any  intent  of 
doing  him  any  bodily  harm,  but  with  intent  to  cure  or  prevent 
a  disease,  and,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  physician,  it 
kills  him,  he  is  not  guilty  of  murder  or  manslaughter.  If  it  had 
appeared  in  evidence,  as  was  stated  by  the  Solicitor  General, 
that  the  prisoner  had  previously,  by  administering  this  Indian 
tobacco,  experienced  its  injurious  effects  in  the  death  or  bodily 
hurt  of  his  patients,  and  that  he  afterwards  administered  it  in 
the  same  form  to  the  deceased,  and  he  was  killed  by  it,''  then 
there  would  have  been  something  for  the  jury  to  act  on.  But 
nothing  of  this  kind  "appeared  in  the  evidence."  On  the  con- 
trary, as  the  Judge's  charge  say€,  "the  only  testimony  produced 
to  this  point  proved  that  the  patient  found  a  cure  from  the  med- 
icine," and  therein  lay  the  rub.  Thomson  cured  too  many  peo- 
ple to  suit  the  doctors,  and  they  wanted  to  stop  him  by  hanging 
him  I  A  fine  method  for  men  following  the  "divine  art  of 
healing." 

The  Justice  concludes  the  above  law-point  by  saying  if  he 
had  experienced  "injurious  effects"  from  its  use  "it  would  not 
have  been  lawful  for  him  again  to  administer  a  medicine  of 
which  he  had  such  fatal  experience."  He  applies  this  statement 
of  \he  law  to  "a  physician,  whether  licensed  or  not."  Merely 
licensing  a  man  does  not  give  him  immunity  "again  to  admin- 
ister a  medicine  of  which  he  has  had  fatal  experience.*'  Then 
the  entire  allopathic  fraternity,  on  the  law  principle  laid  down 
by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale,  and  expounded  by  Chief  Justice 
Parsons,  stands  convicted  of  doing  that  which  is  unlawful. 
Times  without  number, — on  millions  of  patients  and  through 
thousands  of  volumes, — ^liave  they  proven  the  injurious  and 
fatal  effects  of  opium,  morphia,  veratrum,  chloral,  and  scores 
more  of  their  agents.  Then  "to  again  administer"  such  fatal 
articles,  holds  them  all  liable  to  indictment  for  manslaughter. 

And  now,  almost  seventy  years  after  this  acquittal  of  Thom- 
son, an  allopathic  doctor,  Milo  A.  McClelland,  M.  D.,  writes  a 
text-book  on  Medical  Malpractice.  He  does  not  even  know  ho^ 
to  spell  Thomson's  name  correctly,  yet  seeks  to  make  out  that 
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this  case  '^sounded  in  fatal  damages  to  others,''  when  it  gave  no 
such  "sound"  at  all.  "The  defendant  was  shielded  from  a  just 
punishment,"  says  this  doughty  Scotchman.  That  '^just  punish- 
ment" would  have  been  hanging.  Thus  he  takes  the  case  into 
his  own  hands  after  a  lapse  of  68  years,  passes  judgment  on  it 
over  the  heads  of  the  judges  and  jury  who  tried  it,  and  makes 
himself  the  accuser  and  judge  of  Thomson  in  a  suit  that  shocked, 
the  whole  country  by  its  malice  and  the  barbarous  persecutions 
attending  it.  We  fear  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  the  average 
allopath  have  not  enlarged  in  the  last  three-quarters  of  a 
century. 


LETTERS  OF  PROF.  B.  WATERHOUSE,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouso  was  for  some  twenty  years  a  Pro- 
fessor in  Harvard  University.  For  fifty  years  he  was  a  leader 
in  the  profession.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Dr.  Thomson,  and 
heartily  accepted  and  employed  his  practice,  giving  him  full 
credit  for  the  same.    We  quote  parts  of  some  of  his  letters. 

Cambridge^  Dee.  19.  1825. 

Prof.  Sam'l  L.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  New  York. — My  Dear  Sir  : — 
Mr.  alias  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  who  has  th  j  honor  of  introducing 
the  valuable  lobelia  to  use,  and  fully  proved  its  efficacy  and 
safety,  will  deliver  you  this.  He  has  cured  end  relieved  many 
of  disorders,  which  others  could  not,  without  being  a  regular 
diplomatized  physician,  and  dared  to  be  a  republican  in  a  hot 
bed  of  federalism ;  for  which  he  has  been  shamefully  ill-treated, 
even  to  persecution. 

I  have  aided  and  assisted  Thomson  from  a  firm  belief  that 
this  novel  practice  has  been  benefi'cial  to  numbers,  and  that  it 
may  be  placad  .among  improvements.  If  he  be  a  quack,  he  is  a 
quack  sui  generis -t  for  he  proclaims  his  mode  and  means.  Had 
John  Hunter,  whom  I  well  knew,  been  born  and  bred  where 
Samuel  Thomson  wa:,  he  would  have  been  just  such  another 
man ;  and  had  6.  T.  been  thrown  into  the  same  society  and  asso- 
ciations as  J.  H.,  he  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  his  equal? 
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with  probably  a  wider  range  of  thought ;  but  both  were  men  of 
talents,  and  originality  of  thought. 

I  am,  indeed,  so  disgusted  with  learned  quackery,  that  I  take 
some  interest  in  honest,  humane  and  strong-minded  empiricism; 
for  it  has  done  more  for  our  art,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries. 
than  all  the  universities  since  the  time  of  Oharlemain.  Where, 
for  goodness  sake,  did  Hippocrates  studj'  ?  Air,  earth,  and 
water, — ^man  and  his  kindred,  vegetables, — disease  and  death, 
and  all  casualties  and  concomitants  of  humanity,  were  the  pages 
he  studied, — every  thing  that  surrounds  and  nourishes  us,  were 
the  objects  of  his  attention  and  study.  In  a  word,  he  read  dili. 
gently  and  sagaciously  the  Great  Book  of  Natura,  instead  of  the 
little  books  of  man,  as  Thomson  has. 

How  came  your  Legislature  to  pass  so  unconstitutional  an  act 
as  that  called  the  anti-quack  law — such  as  the  Parliament  of 
England  would  hardly  have  ventured  on  ?  For  who  will  define 
quackery?  Were  I  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  excellent 
Governor  Clinton,  I  would  write  to  him  on  the  subject.  You 
New-Yorkers  are  half  a  century  behind  us  in  theological  science, 
but  your  quack  bill  looks  as  though  you  had  halted  also  in 
physic. 

By  what  I  have  seen  and  learnt  of  Mr.  Thomson,  I  wish  him 
success,  and  the  notice  of  the  eminent  and  the  liberal  in  the 
profession,  and  with  this  view  I  give  him  this  rapidly- writ  I  en 
letter  to  Dr.  Mitchill,  and  am  with  an  high  degree  of  esteem 
and  respect  his  steady  frienH,  Benjamin  Waterhouse. 

Cambridge,  December  nth,  1835. 

If  Samuel  Thomson  was  a  quack,  Hippocrates  and  all  the 
Greek  physicians  were  quacks,  and  all  the  Jewish  ones  also; 
and  every  Roman  physician,  not  only  through  the  entire  Roman 
republic,  but  down  through  all  the  Roman  Emperors,  and  all 
the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  and  down  through  all  the  dark 
ages,  and  till  long  after  the  revival  of  letters. 

Prior  to  1400,  there  were  no  regular  schools  of  anatomy ;  and 
the  science  of  chemistry  was  unknown,  until  the  Arabians 
brought  the  medicinal  chemistry  into  use.  The  art  and  practice 
of  physic  was  the  result  of  experience ,  and  was  a  collection  of 
facts  delivered  verbally  from  father  to  son,  and  from  tutor  to 
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pupil.  Anterior  to  1745,  the  study  and  practice  of  physic  was 
very  little  variant  from  what  Samuel  Thomson  has  by  great 
pains  and  labor  accumulated  during  more  than  forty  years  of 
an  industrious  life. 

The  most  solid,  immovable  and  valuable  portion  of  our  art,  is 
derived  from  experience ;  and  the  best  qualification  of  it  is 
sagacity,  and  the  next  to  that  is  industry, — all  of  which  the 
Patriarch,  Samuel  Thomson,  possesses  eminently.  The  scientific 
physician  follows  and  copies  the  rules  of  others,  and  that  con- 
stitutes the  "learned"  physician.  But  Samuel  Thomson  studies 
the  Book  of  Nature,  as  did  the  famous  physicians  among  the 
ancients,  and  some  of  the  best  and  most  successful  among  the- 
modierns.  ,  I  rank  Samuel  Thomson  among  the  discoverers,  and 
respect  him  as  such.  He  is  not  an  impostor.     B.  Waterhouse. 


Cambridge y  March  2^th,   1836. 

Dr.  Samuel  Thomson. — Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  last 
letter  I  would  remark,  that  I  continue  to  receive  from  divers 
quarters  of  our  country  anxious  enquiries  of  my  opinion  of  you, 
and  of  your  practice.  To  which  I  have  uniformly  said  that,  so 
far  as  I  know,  you  were  the  first  person  who  discovered  the  re- 
markable virtues  of  the  Lobelia  Infiata,  even  before  you  knew 
its  systematic  name,  and  called  it  the  ''emetic  weed."  And  that, 
in  consequence  of  theevidences  adduced  of  its  value  as  a  med- 
icine, you  obtained  a  patent  for  it,  when  the  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams  was  Secretary  of  State ;  in  which  you  were  assisted  by 
the  late  Dr.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Thornton.  Since  then  you  have 
.  spread  its  value  through  a  great  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  a  great  degree  silenced  your  opponents. 

I  have  as  little  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  your  join- 
ing to  its  exhibition  the  Vapor  Bath,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance.  I  have  entire  confidenoe  in  the  safety  of  lobelia, 
and  in  the  whole  process. 

Should  it  happen  that,  in  your  business  at  Washington,  this 
letter  should  fall  under  the  eye  of  that  good  and  great  man,  the 
Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  he  will  at  once  recognize  the  hand- 
writing of  his  old  friend  and  correspondent, 

Benjamin  Waterhouse. 
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Cambridge,  December ,  1834. 

To  The  Editor  op  the  Boston  Courier  : — I  read  in  one  of  your 
late  papers  an  article  entitled  "The  Battle  of  the  Doctors,"  par- 
porting  to  have  been  contested  at  Baltimore  on  Lyceum  gronad. 
It  seems  the  Lyceum  question  was,  whether  the  Thomsonian 
Practice  ought  to  be  encouraged.  If  I  mistake  not,  more  than 
a  million  of  people  in  the  United  States  have  already  answered 
that  question,  and  said.  Let  it  he  encouraged. 

I  place  Samuel  Thomson  among  the  Reformers  of  the  healing 
art.  The  famous  Oalen  dictated  the  laws  of  medicine  full  1400 
years  after  his  death,  by  his  then  matchless  writings.  Paracel- 
sus; who  was  born  in  1493,  appeared  as  a  reformer  of  the  sys- 
tem of  Qalen.  He  first  introduced  mercury,  antimony  and 
opium  in  the  materia  medica.  He  was  arrogant,  vain  and  profli- 
gate ;  and  after  living  the  life  of  a  vagabond,  died  a  confirmed 
sot.  He  studied  mystery,  and  wrapped  up  his  knowledge  in 
terms  of  his  own  invention,  so  as  to  keep  his  knowledge  con- 
fined to  himself  and  a  few  chosen  followers.  The  very  reverse 
of  Thomson,  who  performs  numberless  cures  and  makes  no  se- 
cret of  the  means.  The  cant  phrase  of  "quack"  belongs  to  the 
learned  Paracelsus ;  but  not  to  the  mystery-hating  Thomson.  If 
Thomson  be  a  quack,  he  is  a  quack  sui  generis^,  or  a  cheat  of  a 
new  and  singular  class. 

If  the  lobelia  had  been  proved  a  worthless  plant,  it  would 
have  been  years  ago  "thrown  like  a  loathsome  weed  away."  On 
the  contrary,  I  had  rather  be  without  that  very  nausecus  pow- 
der, ipecac,  which  makes  me  spit  while  I  write,  than  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  more  agreeable  and  efficacious  lobelia.  I  not  only 
prescribe  it  to  others,  but  I  take  it  myself  whenev^er  I  have  any 
occasion  for  an  emetic.  I  value  it  equally  with  the  Peruvian 
bark;  or  with  rhubarb,  jalap,  senna,  or  any  other  medicinal 
plant  you  can  mention.  Instead  of  Lobelia,  it  ought  in  justice, 
in  honor,  in  gratitude,  to  be  called  Tkomsonia  emetica. 

But  the  discovery  of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  this  plant  is 
not  the  sole  merit  of  Samuel  Thomson.  His  vapor-bath  process, 
to  which  the  lobelia  is  the  fore-runner,  is  a  very  valuable  im- 
provement in  our  practice.  In  England,  Parliament  would 
probably  have  purchased  the  procedure  by  a  liberal  grant.     In 
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France,  under  the  old  regime,  the  king  would  have  bought  it 
But  we  have  only  tried  to  pick  it  to  pieces. 

Samuel  Thomson,  like  most  reformers,  has  endured  in  our 
county  of  Essex  as  much  severe  persecution  as  ever  was  perpe- 
trated in  it, — which  is  saying  a  great  deal,  when  we  call  to  mind 
the  delusion  of  the  days  of  witch- craft.  Though  capitally  in- 
dicted for  murder  by  using  lobelia,  he  was  discharged  without 
a  trial,  after  something  like  a  reprimand  of  the  Solicitor  Gten- 
eral  by  the  court.  Reformers,  originators,  and  exterminators 
of  loathsome  diseases,  are  always  considered  as  benefactors  of 
the  whole  human  race ;  not  merely  of  those  who  are  now  living, 
but  of  those  who  shall  live  after  us,  as  long  as  letters  shall  en- 
dure. Benjamin  Waterhouse. 


LOBELIA  INFLATA. 

OPINION  OP  PROFESSOR  TULLY,  OF  YALE  COLLEGE, 


The  following  letter  on  the  properties  of  Lobelia,  was  in  an- 
swer to  certain  questions  of  H.  Lee,  M.  D.,  of  Middletown,  Ot. 
The  testimony  is  valuable,  not  because  Thomsonians  need  ad- 
ditional evidence  in  favor  of  lobelia ;  but  as  it  invalidates  the 
falsehoods  of  the  faculty  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  their  own 
great  m  en. 

New  Haven,   C/.,  March  22m/,   1838. 

Dear  Sir. — It  is  true  that  I  have  stated  in  my  public  instruc- 
tions, that  lobelia  inflata  is  entirely  destitute  of  any  narcotic  or 
even  cathartic  powers.    This  is,  however,  a  nefi;ative  position, 
which  is  incapable  of  positive  proof.     If  1  were  to  assert  that 
cinchona  is  not  narcotic,  I  could  not  prove  it  positively.    AH  I 
could  say  would  be,  that  for  27  years  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  it,  in  large  quantities  and  small,  and  of  witnessing  its 
use  by  others,  without  a  single  idication  of  any  narcotic  opera- 
tion;   Just  so  it  is  with  regard  to  lobelia  inflata.    I  have  now 
been  in  the  habit  of  employing  this  article  for  27  years,  and  o  f 
witnessing  its  employment  by  others  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  in  large  quantities,  and  for  a  long  period,  without 
the  least  tr  »  ce  of  any  narcotic  effect.  I  have  used  the  very  best 
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officinal  tincture  in  the  quantity  of  three  fluid  ounces  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  and  for  four  and  seven  days  in  succession;  and  I 
have  likewise  given  three  large  tablespoonfuls  of  it  within  half 
an  hour,  without  the  least  indication  of  any  narcotic  operation. 
I  have  likewise  given  it  in  substance  and  in  other  forms,  and 
still  without  any  degree  of  this  operation.  I  have  superintended 
experiments  with  it,  made  by  young  men,  and  always  with  the 
same  results.  I  have  known  four  or  five  tobacco  pipesful  of  it 
smoked  in  immediate  succession,  and  without  any  narcosis;  and 
I  have  also  known  it  given  by  enema,  and  with  the  same  result. 
In  addition  to  this,  no  species  of  the  genus  lobelia,  nor  of  the 
order  lobeliaceaB  is  known  to  possess  a  particle  of  narcotic 
power. 

Dr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  was  the  first  person  who  ascribed  nar- 
cotic powers  to  this  agent;  and  this  he  firbt  did  in  1817,  not 
from  his  own  observations  but  from  the  general  fact  that,  in 
connection  with  the  nauseating  and  emetic  operation,  it  some- 
times produces  vertigo  and  nervous  tremours ;  and  that  when  it 
nauseates  powerfully  without  vomiting,  and  when  it  vomits  ex- 
cessively, it  produces  considerable  prostration.  After  Dr.  Bige- 
low first  pronounced  it  narcotic,  subsequent  writers  very  speed- 
ily converted  "something  as  black  as  a  crow  into  three  black 
crows ;"  and  Dr.  Ansel  U.  Ives,  of  New  York,  at  last  pronounced 
lobelia  inflata  to  be  a  '^deadly  narcotic,"  and  that  its  action  as 
an  emetic  "is  secondary,  or  symptomatic  of  the  primary  impres- 
sion upon  the  brain,  like  that  caused  by  tobacco  and  other  nar- 
cotic poisons."  But  all  this  is  mere  stuff  and  closet  speculation, 
and  does  not  contain  a  single  truth.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  Dr.  Ansell  U.  Ives  ever  made  use  of  the  article  in  all  his 
life. 

As  an  emetic,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  as  kind  and  as  destitute 
of  all  hazard  as  tjie  officinal  ipecacuanha, — though  perhaps  it 
may  be  somewhat  more  efficient.  I  have  occasionally  known  it 
to  produce  powerful  nausea  without  vomiting,  and  with  consid- 
erable prostration;  but  not  by  any  means  as  often  as  I  have 
known  ipecacuanha  to  do  this.  I  have  a  considerable  number 
of  professional  friends  who  use  it  more  than  any  other  emetic, 
and  consider  it  one  of  the  very  best  agents  of  this  class  in  the 
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whole  materia  medica,  for  a  large  number  of  cases  of  frequent 
occurrence. 

I  am  "confident  (the  old  women's  stories  in  the  books  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding)  that  lobelia  inflata  is  a  valuable,  a 
safe,  and  a  sufficiently  gentle  article  of  medicine ;  and  I  think 
the  time  will  come,  when  it  will  be  much  better  appreciated. 
Little,  however,  of  its  value  can  be  specified  within  the  compass 
of  a  single  sheet  of  paper.  William  Tully. 


WORDS  OF  WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 


Dr.  Samuel  Thomson's  death  called  out  words  of  sympathy 
and  of  praise  from  the  press  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Men  of 
every  religious  and  political  faith,  and  of  high  scientific  and  so- 
cial positions,  did  him  honor.  Among  these  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  pen  of  Wm.  Lloyd  GaiTison,  then  editor  of  the 
Liberator^  afterwards  so  noted  in  the  anti-slavery  agitation : 

"I  see  it  stated  in  a  Norwich  paper  that  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson, 
the  founder  of  the  Thomsonian  system,  is  dead.  No  candid  per- 
son, it  seems  to  me,  can  become  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
that  'unscientific'  though  genuine  medical  reformer,  without 
being  filled  with  indignation  and  disgust  at  the  shameful  perse- 
cution he  endured  for  having  dared  to  convict  the  'learned' 
medical  world  of  ignorance  and  folly ;  and  with  admiration  of 
the  courage,  fortitude  and  perseverance  which  he  manifested  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circumstances. 

^'I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  he  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
world's  benefactors ;  aye,  and  the  world's  martyrs.  It  is  in  my 
own  native  place,  Newburyport,  that  he  was  first  cast  into  a 
loathsome  dungeon,  on  the  idle  charge  of  having  hastened  a  pa- 
tient's death  by  malpractice, — a  charge  maliciously  stirred  up 
against  him  by  some  of  the  medical  faculty,  who  can  fill  whole 
grave-yards  with  their  victims,  in  accordance  with  'the  will  of 
God,'  and  aeoundem  artem^  without  suffering  in  their  reputa- 
tion or  being  put  on  trial  for  man-killing. 

^'Ft  rious  was  the  war  waged  against  him,  and  against  all  who 
dared  to  uphold  him.    It  was  as  much  as  a  man's  character  was 
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lighter  crime  of  manslaughter.  And  he  laid  down  some  law  that 
was  admirable,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rulings  of  Chief 
Justice  Hale,  who  "expressly  states  that  if  a  physician,  whether 
/  licensed  or  not,  gives  a  person  a  potion  without  any  intent  of 
doing  him  any  bodily  harm,  but  with  intent  to  cure  or  prevent 
a  disease,  and,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  physician,  it 
kills  him,  he  is  not  guilty  of  murder  or  manslaughter.  If  it  had 
appeared  in  evidence,  as  was  stated  by  the  Solicitor  General, 
that  the  prisoner  had  previously,  by  administering  this  Indian 
tobacco,  experienced  its  injurious  effects  in  the  death  or  bodily 
hurt  of  his  patients,  and  that  he  afterwards  administered  it  in 
the  same  form  to  the  deceased,  and  he  was  killed  by  it,^'  then 
there  would  have  been  something  for  the  jury  to  act  on.  But 
nothing  of  this  kind  "appeared  in  the  evidence."  On  the  con- 
trary, as  the  Judge's  charge  says,  "the  only  testimony 'produced 
to  this  point  proved  that  the  patient  found  a  cure  from  the  med- 
icine," and  therein  lay  the  rub.  Thomson  cured  too  many  peo- 
pje  to  suit  the  doctors,  and  they  wanted  to  stop  him  by  hanging 
biml  A  fine  method  for  men  following  the  "divine  art  of 
healing." 

The  Justice  concludes  the  above  law-point  by  saying  if  he 
had  experienced  "injurious  effects"  from  its  use  "it  would  not 
have  been  lawful  for  him  again  to  administer  a  medicine  of 
which  he  had  such  fatal  experience."  He  applies  this  statement 
of  the  law  to  "a  physician,  whether  licensed  or  not."  Merely 
licensing  a  man  does  not  give  him  immunity  "again  to  admin- 
ister a  medicine  of  which  he  has  had  fatal  experience."  Then 
the  entire  allopathic  fraternity,  on  the  law  principle  laid  down 
by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale,  and  expounded  by  Chief  Justice 
Parsons,  stands  convicted  of  doing  that  which  is  unlawful. 
Times  without  number, — on  millions  of  patients  and  through 
thousands  of  volumes, — ^have  they  proven  the  injurious  and 
fatal  effects  of  opium,  morphia,  veratrum,  chloral,  and  scores 
more  of  their  agents.  Then  "to  a^ain  administer"  such  fatal 
articles,  holds  them  all  liable  to  indictment  for  manslaughter. 

And  now,  almost  seventy  years  after  this  acquittal  of  Thom- 
son, an  allopathic  doctor,  Milo  A.  McClelland,  M.  D.,  writes  a 
text-book  on  Medical  Malpractice.  He  does  not  even  know  how 
to  spell  Thomson's  name  correctly,  yet  seeks  to  make  out  that 
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this  case  "sounded  in  fatal  damages  to  others,"  when  it  gave  no 
such  "sound"  at  all.  "The  defendant  was  shielded  from  a  just 
punishment,"  says  this  doughty  Scotchman.  That  "just  punish- 
ment" would  have  been  hanging.  Thus  he  takes  the  case  into 
his  own  hands  after  a  lapse  of  68  years,  passes  judgment  on  it 
over  the  heads  of  the  judges  and  jury  who  tried  it,  and  makes 
himself  the  accuser  and  judge  of  Thomson  in  a  suit  that  shocked, 
the  whole  country  by  its  malice  and  the  barbarous  persecutions 
attending  it.  We  fear  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  the  average 
allopath  have  not  enlarged  in  the  last  three-quarters  of  a 
century. 


LETTERS  OF  PROF.  B.  WATERHOUSE,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouso  was  for  some  twenty  years  a  Pro- 
fessor in  Harvard  University.  For  fifty  years  he  was  a  leader 
in  the  profession.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Dr.  Thomson,  and 
heartily  accepted  and  employed  his  practice,  giving  him  full 
credit  for  the  same.    We  quote  parts  of  some  of  his  letters. 

Cambridge  J  Dee,  19.  1825. 

Prof.  Sam'l  L.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  New  York. — My  Dear  Sir: — 
Mr.  alias  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  who  has  th  j  honor  of  introducing 
the  valuable  lobelia  to  use,  and  fully  proved  its  efficacy  and 
safety,  will  deliver  you  this.  He  has  cured  end  relieved  many 
of  disorders,  which  others  could  not,  without  being  a  regular 
diplomatized  physician,  and  dared  to  be  a  republican  in  a  hot 
bed  of  federalism ;  for  which  he  has  been  shamefully  ill-treated, 
even  to  persecution. 

I  have  aided  and  assisted  Thomson  from  a  firm  belief  that 
this  novel  practice  has  been  beneflfcial  to  numbers,  and  that  it 
may  be  placad  among  improvements.  If  he  be  a  quack,  he  is  a 
quack  %ui  generxB^  for  he  proclaims  his  mode  and  means.  Had 
John  Hunter,  whom  I  well  knew,  been  born  and  bred  where 
Samuel  Thomson  wa3,  he  would  have  been  just  such  another 
man ;  and  had  S.  T.  been  thrown  into  the  same  society  and  asso- 
ciations as  J.  H.,  he  would,  iti  my  opinion,  have  been  his  equal? 
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with  probably  a  wider  range  of  thought ;  but  both  were  men  of 
talents,  and  originality  of  thought. 

I  am,  indeed,  so  disgusted  with  learned  quackery,  that  I  take 
some  interest  in  honest,  humane  and  strong-minded  empiricism ; 
for  it  has  done  more  for  our  art,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries^ 
than  all  the  universities  since  the  time  of  Oharlemain.  Where, 
for  goodness  sake,  did  Hippocrates  study  ?  Air,  earth,  and 
water, — ^man  and  his  kindred,  vegetables, — disease  and  death, 
and  all  casualties  and  concomitants  of  humanity,  were  the  pages 
he  studied, — every  thing  that  surrounds  and  nourishes  us,  were 
the  objects  of  his  attention  and  study.  In  a  word,  he  read  dili. 
gently  and  sagaciously  the  Great  Book  of  Natura,  instead  of  the 
little  books  of  man,  as  Thomson  has. 

How  came  your  Legislature  to  pass  so  unconstitutional  an  act 
as  that  called  the  anti-quack  law — such  as  the  Parliament  of 
England  would  hardly  have  ventured  on  ?  For  who  will  define 
quackery?  Were  I  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  exceUent 
Governor  Clinton,  I  would  write  to  him  on  the  subject.  You 
New-Yorkers  are  half  a  century  behind  us  in  theological  science, 
but  your  quack  bill  looks  as  though  you  had  halted  also  in 
physic. 

By  what  I  have  seen  and  learnt  of  Mr.  Thomson,  I  wish  him 
success,  and  the  notice  of  the  eminent  and  the  liberal  in  the 
profession,  and  with  this  view  I  give  him  this  rapidly- writ!  en 
letter  to  Dr.  Mitchill,  and  am  with  an  high  degree  of  esteem 
and  respect  his  steady  friend,  Benjamin  Waterhouse. 

Cambridge^  December  nth,  1835. 

If  Samuel  Thomson  was  a  quack,  Hippocrates  and  all  the 
Greek  physicians  were  quacks,  and  all  the  Jewish  ones  also; 
and  every  Roman  physician,  not  only  through  the  entire  Roman 
republic,  but  down  through  all  the  Roman  Emperors,  and  all 
the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  and  down  through  all  the  dark 
ages,  and  till  long  after  the  revival  of  letters. 

Prior  to  1400,  there  were  no  regular  schools  of  anatomy ;  and 
the  science  of  chemistry  was  unknown,  until  the  Arabians 
brought  the  medicinal  chemistry  into  use.  The  art  and  practice 
of  physic  was  the  result  of  experience ,  and  was  a  collection  of 
facts  delivered  verbally  from  father  to  son,  and  from  tutor  to 


Letters  of  Prof  B,  Waterhouse,  M.  D,  225 

pupU.  Anterior  to  1746,  the  study  and  practice  of  physic  was 
very  little  variant  from  what  Samuel  Thomson  has  by  great 
pains  and  labor  accumulated  during  more  than  forty  years  of 
an  industrious  life. 

The  most  solid,  immovable  and  valuable  portion  of  our  'art,  is 
derived  from  experience ;  and  the  best  qualification  of  it  is 
sagacity,  and  the  next  to  that  is  industry, — all  of  which  the 
Patriarch,  Samuel  Thomson,  possesses  eminently.  The  scientific 
physician  follows  and  copies  the  rules  of  others,  and  that  con- 
stitutes the  "learned"  physician.  But  Samuel  Thomson  studies 
the  Book  of  Nature,  as  did  the  famous  physicians  among  the 
ancients,  and  some  of  the  best  and  most  successful  among  the- 
moderns.  ,1  rank  Samuel  Thomson  among  the  discoverers,  and 
respect  him  as  such.  He  is  not  an  impostor.     B.  Waterhouse. 


Cambridge,  March  25///,   1836. 

Dr.  Samuel  Thomson. — Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  last 
letter  I  would  remark,  that  I  continue  to  receive  from  divers 
quarters  of  our  country  anxious  enquiries  of  my  opinion  of  you, 
and  of  your  practice.  To  which  I  have  uniformly  said  that,  so 
far  as  I  know,  you  were  the  first  person  who  discovered  the  re- 
markable virtues  of  the  Lobelia  Inflata,  even  before  you  knew 
its  systematic  name,  and  called  it  the  ''emetic  weed."  And  that. 
in  consequence  of  theevidences  adduced  of  its  value  as  a  med- 
icine, you  obtained  a  patent  for  it,  when  the  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams  was  Secretary  of  State ;  in  which  you  were  assisted  by 
the  late  Dr.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Thornton.  Since  then  you  have 
spread  its  value  through  a  great  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  a  great  degree  silenced  your  opponents. 

I  have  as  little  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  your  join- 
ing to  its  exhibition  the  Vapor  Bath,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance.  I  have  entire  confidenoe  in  the  safety  of  lobelia, 
and  in  the  whole  process. 

Should  it  happen  that,  in  your  business  at  Washington,  this 
letter  should  fall  under  the  eye  of  that  good  and  great  man,  the 
Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  he  will  at  once  recognize  the  hand- 
writing of  his  old  friend  and  correspondent, 

Benjamin  Waterhouse. 
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with  probably  a  wider  range  of  thought;  but  both  were  men  of 
talents,  and  originality  of  thought. 

I  am,  indeed,  so  disgusted  with  learned  quackery,  that  I  take 
some  interest  in  honest,  humane  and  strong-minded  empiricism ; 
for  it  has  done  more  for  our  art,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries, 
than  all  the  universities  since  the  time  of  Oharlemain.  Where, 
for  goodness  sake,  did  Hippocrates  study  ?  Air,  earth,  and 
water, — ^man  and  his  kindred,  vegetables, — disease  and  death, 
and  all  casualties  and  concomitants  of  humanity,  were  the  pages 
he  studied, — every  thing  that  surrounds  and  nourishes  us,  were 
the  objects  of  his  attention  and  study.  In  a  word,  he  read  dili. 
gently  and  sagaciously  the  Great  Book  of  Natura,  instead  of  the 
little  books  of  man,  as  Thomson  has. 

How  came  your  Legislature  to  pass  so  unconstitutional  an  act 
as  that  called  the  anti-quack  law — such  as  the  Parliament  of 
England  would  hardly  have  ventured  on  ?  For  who  will  define 
quackery?  Were  I  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  excellent 
Governor  Clinton,  I  would  write  to  him  on  the  subject.  You 
New-Yorkers  are  half  a  century  behind  us  in  theological  science, 
but  your  quack  bill  looks  as  though  you  had  halted  also  in 
physic. 

By  what  I  have  seen  and  learnt  of  Mr.  Thomson,  I  wish  him 
success,  and  the  notice  of  the  eminent  and  the  liberal  in  the 
profession,  and  with  this  view  I  give  him  this  rapidly- writ!  en 
letter  to  Dr.  Mitchill,  and  am  with  an  high  degree  of  esteem 
and  respect  his  steady  frienH,  Benjamin  Waterhousk. 

Cambridge,  December  nth,  1835. 

If  Samuel  Thomson  was  a  quack,  Hippocrates  and  all  the 
Greek  physicians  were  quacks,  and  all  the  Jewish  ones  also ; 
and  every  Roman  physician,  not  only  through  the  entire  Roman 
republic,  but  down  through  all  the  Roman  Emperors,  and  all 
the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  and  down  through  all  the  dark 
ages,  and  till  long  after  the  revival  of  letters. 

Prior  to  1400,  there  were  no  regular  schools  of  anatomy ;  and 
the  science  of  chemistry  was  unknown,  until  the  Arabians 
brought  the  medicinal  chemistry  into  use.  The  art  and  practice 
of  physic  was  the  result  of  experience ,  and  was  a  collection  of 
facts  delivered  verbally  from  father  to  son,  and  from  tutor  to 
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pupO.  Anterior  to  1745,  the  study  and  practice  of  physic  was 
very  little  variant  from  what  Samuel  Thomson  has  by  great 
pains  and  labor  accumulated  during  more  than  forty  years  of 
an  industrious  life. 

The  most  solid,  immovable  and  valuable  portion  of  our  'art,  is 
derived  from  experience ;  and  the  best  qualification  of  it  is 
sagacity,  and  the  next  to  that  is  industry, — all  of  which  the 
Patriarch,  Samuel  Thomson,  possesses  eminently.  The  scientific 
physician  follows  and  copies  the  rules  of  others,  and  that  con- 
stitutes the  "learned"  physician.  But  Samuel  Thomson  studies 
the  Book  of  Nature,  as  did  the  famous  physicians  among  the 
ancients,  and  some  of  the  best  and  most  successful  among  the- 
moderns.  .  I  rank  Samuel  Thomson  among  the  discoverers,  and 
respect  him  as  such.  He  is  not  an  impostor.     B.  Waterhouse. 


Cambridge,  March  25M,   1836. 

Dr.  Samuel  Thomson. — Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  last 
letter  I  would  remark,  that  I  continue  to  receive  from  divers 
quarters  of  our  country  anxious  enquiries  of  my  opinion  of  you, 
and  of  your  practice.  To  which  I  have  uniformly  said  that,  so 
far  as  I  know,  you  were  the  first  person  who  discovered  the  re- 
markable virtues  of  the  Lobelia  Inflata,  even  before  you  knew 
its  systematic  name,  and  called  it  the  ''emetic  weed."  And  that. 
in  consequence  of  theevidences  adduced  of  its  value  as  a  med- 
icine, you  obtained  a  patent  for  it,  when  the  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams  was  Secretary  of  State ;  in  which  you  were  assisted  by 
the  late  Dr.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Thornton.  Since  then  you  have 
spread  its  value  through  a  great  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  a  great  degree  silenced  your  opponents. 

I  have  as  little  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  your  join- 
ing to  its  exhibition  the  Vapor  Bath,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance.  I  have  entire  confident  in  the  safety  of  lobelia, 
and  in  the  whole  process. 

Should  it  happen  that,  in  your  business  at  Washington,  this 
letter  should  fall  under  the  eye  of  that  good  and  great  man,  the 
Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  he  will  at  once  recognize  the  hand- 
writing of  his  old  friend  and  correspondent, 

Benjamin  Waterhouse. 
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We  would  go  a  step  farther,  and  require  that  those  meetin 
should  adhere  strictly  to  P.-M.  principles  and  practice.  Too 
many  who  graduated  reputahly^  do  not  adhere  to  P.-M.  teach- 
ings; but  teach  and  practice  what  is  utterly  subversive  of  our 
system,  though  stoutly  claiming  to  be  of  us.  Ohio  seeks  no 
affiliation  with  such  men  as  "law-givers"  for  this  cause.  A  call 
for  a  "mass  meeting  of  graduates"  would  include  them;  and 
they  are  the  very  kind  of  men  who  would  be  most  forward  and 
most  dangerous  in  a  Convention.  The  apparent  liberal-mind- 
edness  of  such  a  call,  would  surely  work  ruin.  Ohio  sees  mo 
reason  for  abating  the  firmness  of  her  position  in  excluding  all 
doubtful  followers  of  Physio  Medicalism. 

I  would  be  very  loth  to  lose  the  counsel  of  any  of  our  good 
men.  We  need  them  all ;  and  any  exclusion  of  them  is  not  at 
all  likely  to  be  by  my  action,  but  might  be  by  their  own.  But 
while  their  counsel  is  very  desirable,  a  National  Convention 
can  better  afford  to  do  without  it  than  to  adopt  a  fundamental 
business  policy  that  is  neither  safe  nor  equitable.  In  yours  of 
May  28th,  '80,  you  say  Michigan  and  Iowa  "favor  issuing  a  call 
to  all  States  who  have  a  State  organization,  not  admitting  any 
other."  From  that  letter,  and  also  your  card  to  me  of  May  24th, 
'80, 1  understood  that  Indiana  was  of  the  same  opinion.  This 
was  the  original  Ohio  proposition,  concurred  in  by  Illiiois  in 
June,  1879 ;  and  thus  five  States  agreed  on  this  vital  point.  But 
now  you  seem  to  place  Indiana  and  Michigan  as  having  changed 
their  opinion  on  this  point  since  June  1st,  1880.  I  judge  this 
change  comes  from  a  desire  to  accommodate  a  few  gentlemen 
in  States  which  have  no  organization,  an  extreme  of  liberalit^r, 
tliough  last  year  Indiana  was  unanimous  for  excluding  from  of- 
fice in  the  Convention  "any  Professor  of  any  P.-M.  College," 
even  if  an  accredited  delegate  of  a  State  with  an  incorporated 
organization.  Does  it  not  greatly  embarrass  the  progress  of  this 
consultation  for  two  States  to  agiee  to  an  important  point,  and 
change  their  opinion  after  that  point  had  apparently  been 
settled? 

Ohio  stands  just  where  she  did  at  the  start.  Parties  aiming 
to  form  an  organization,  have  an  inherent  right  to  decide  on 
whom  they  will  invite  to  join  and  keep  them  company.  None 
but  thoroughly  good  and  true  men  should  be  admitted  to  the 
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formation  of  a  National  Physio-Medical  Convention;  and  men 
of  that  stamp  will  not  be  satisfied,  unless  guarded  from  any  pos- 
sible affiliation  with  abortionists,  diploma-dealers,  eclectics,  etc. 
Hence  any  call  issued  for  a  National  Convention,  should  declare 
unequivocally  who  are  invited, — just  as  Democratic  conventions 
invite  Democrats,  Republican  conventions  invite  Republicans, 
and  decide  the  ratio  of  delegates,  etc.  Indiana  and  Michigan 
evidently  realize  this  principle,  for  you  say  they  now  are  in 
favor  of  a  meeting  of  ''reputable  graduates  from  reputable  col- 
leges." We  believe  a  National  Convention  would  be  without 
power  or  authority,  and  hence  a  useless  yet  expensive  gather- 
ing, unless  it  derived  its  authority  through  delegates  coming  as 
representatives  from  States  already  organized.  And  these  del- 
egates should  be  sent  in  due  proportion  from  the  States  repre- 
sented, as  is  the  case  in  our  National  Congress ;  for  any  form  of 
mass  convention  would  be  without  authority,  and  merely  for 
consultation  to  devise  plans  for  a  real  organization ;  and  would 
give  a  local  preponderance  to  one  State,  and  deprive  of  propor- 
tionate weight  those  at  a  distance.  We  would  invite  all  the 
States  to  organize,  and  send  delegates;  and  this  principle  en- 
sures equity  to  all.  If  any  failed  or  refused  to  organize,  they 
would  simply  deprive  themselves  of  represenation;  and  might 
be  said  to  stand  as  Territories,  probably  in  due  time  coming 
into  the  general  organization.  Their  staying  out  for  a  day  would 
be  no  fault  of  ours ;  and  a  State  thus  standing  aloof  could  not 
justly  expect  extra  advantages  not  allowed  to  the  others  who 
came  in ;  nor  do  I  think  that  committees  appointed  to  procure  a 
basis  and  issue  a  call  for  a  convention,  should  legislate  before- 
hand on  delicate  questions  that  would  belong  only  to  the  con- 
vention in  session.  The  Ohio  Committee  will  not  attempt  to 
select  gentlemen  to  represent?  other  States,  and  especially  when 
those  States  would  show  so  little  interest  in  the  convention  as 
to  fail  to  organize  and  to  choose  their  own  representatives.  We 
have  no  authority  from  our  Society,  neither  is  it  our  disposition, 
to  enter  upon  the  management  of  other  men's  business,  however 
much  it  might  please  us  personally  to  meet  with  certain  distin- 
guished gentlemen  from  other  Stjites  in  a  National  Convention, 
should  our  State  choose  us  to  represent  it. 
We  adhere  to  the  original  Ohio  propositions  as  a  haais  for  a 
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call.  If"  some  States  refuse  to  organize  and  co-operate,  then 
those  who  agreed  should  go  forward  with  the  business,  or  else 
conclude  that  the  time  had  not  come  for  holding  such  a  Con- 
vention. We  are  in  favor  of  proceeding,  leaving  ample  time  be- 
fore the  meeting  for  tardy  States  to  organize  and  choose  their 
delegates.  This  would  be  more  generous  to  them  than  your 
proposition  to  Dr.  Hoke,  July  8th,  '79,  to  meet  in  November  or 
December  of  that  year,  when  it  was  not  known  that  more  than 
three  States  had  taken  steps  to  favor  a  National  Convention, 
and  it  had  been  "urged"  that  you  alone  call  the  meeting,  and 
you  said  other  States  could  be  "represented  if  they  send  dele- 
gates from  an  organized  Society."  Not  to  go  ahead  with  this 
business  now,  would  be  to  let  those  who  would  not  work  delay 
the  progress  an*  kill  the  enterprises  of  those  who  do  work. 

And  yet  there  is  little  prospect  of  success,  unless  the  States 
that  now  have  organizations  can  agree  upon  a  'baAi%  for  a  call 
to  all  the  States.  Ohio  has  made  her  proposition  for  such  a 
basis,  which  we  believe  to  be  eminently  reasonable,  and  juH  to 
all.  It  is  now  to  be  ascertained  which  of  the  other  State  So- 
cieties will  co-operate.     Will  Indiana?     We  propose: 

1.  To  call  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  organized  State  Physio- 
Medical  Societies,  with  authority  to  represent  their  Societies. 
What  \ioes  Indiana  say  ? 

2.  To  proportion  those  delegates  on  some  system  of  numerical « 
ratio,  80  that  each  State  shall  have  an  equable  number  of  repre- 
sentatives.    What  does  Indiana  say  ? 

3.  To  require  that  every  delegate  shall  be  a  honafide  gradu- 
ate of  a  Physio-Medical  college  or  incorporated  institution  of 
good  standmg.    What  does  Indiana  say  ? 

4.  To  require  that  every  delegate  shall  be  strictly  true  to  the 
principles  and  practice  of  Physio-Medicalism.  What  does  In- 
diana say? 

These  are  plain  data  as  a  basis  for  a  call,  and  we  consider 
them  vital  to  a  sound  and  permanent  National  organization.  If 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  an  explicit  answer  to  each 
question,  in  its  order,  it  can  at  once  be  known  whether  Indiana 
agrees  with  Ohio,  or  refuses  co-operation  on  this  basis- 

Yours  respectfully,        Wm.  H.  Cook,  Chairman^  etc. 
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Cincinnati^  July  31,  1880. 
S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  etc., 

Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  12th  I  answered  under  date  of  the 
14th.  I  have  received  no  reply.  Last  year  Dr.  Hoke,  my  asso- 
ciate on  the  Ohio  Ooramittee,  wrote  you  July  8th,  and  never  re- 
ceived any  answer;  yet  in  May,  '80,  you  complained  that  you 
could  not  hear  from  Ohio. 

Ohio  has  made  a  plain,  square  proposition,  equable  to  all, 
honorable  to  all.  We  have  given  the  reasons  on  which  we  make 
each  point.  Indiana  seems  not  to  accept,  yet  gives  no  reasons 
for  objecting.  I  have  asked  what  Indiana  says  to  each  point, 
being  willing  for  a  kindly  discussion  of  each ;  but  get  no  an- 
swer. 

You  have  twice  proposed  a  mass  convention.  I  have  given 
my  reasons  for  believing  that  such  a  convention  would  simply 
mean  the  control  of  the  convention  bv  the  convenient  members 
of  the  State  ^ here  the  meeting  was  held.  You  have  not  an- 
swered this  point,  so  I  judge  you  find  it  unanswerable.  Ohio 
wants  no  such  convention  in  her  borders,  for  it  would  be  unjust 
to  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  other  and  more  distant  States.  We  are 
not  seeking  local  interests,  and  want  no  convention  that  will  be 
unjust  to  any  State.  You  have  twice  proposed  Indianapolis  for 
a  •'mass"  convention,  and  yet  do  not  answer  my  objections  to  a 
mass  gathering.  Persons  not  so  kindly  disposed  or  charitable  as 
I  am,  might  conclude  that  Indiana  did  not  want  any  convention, 
unless  she  could  get  one  that  she  could  use  for  her  own  in- 
terests. 

I  showed  you  that  a  call  for  a  mass  convention  would  gather 
in  eclectics,  diploma-buyers,  diploma-sellers,  abortionists,  and 
others  who  have  fastened  themselves  upon  Physio-Medicalism. 
Too  many  such  are  living  on  us  and  cursing  us  to-day,  making 
our  cause  a  stench  before  honorable  men.  There  are  numbers 
of  them  (graduates)  that  you  and  I  and  all  upright  men  would 
blush  to  own  as  Physio-Medicalists,  and  would  not  countenance 
in  our  business.  A  ''mass"  convention  includ.s  them  all;  and 
to  enter  it  with  such  men,  is  to  fellowship  them  publicly  and 
to  agree  to  be  bound  by  their  action.  Ohio  will  not  join  such 
men  in  a  convention,  will  not  wink  at  their  misconduct,  nor 
champion  them  in  any  way.     We  neither  court  their  influence. 
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nor  fear  their  ribald  slanders ;  for  their  fellowship  would  give  us 
the  same  standing  they  have,  and  their  calumny  is  proof  that 
we  are  not  of  their  class.  If  Indiana  or  any  other  State  wants 
to  join  hands  with  diploma-buyers,  diploma-sellers,  and  abor- 
tionists, and  to  call  a  convention  that  opens  the  way  for  such 
men,  I  say  squarely  that  Ohio  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

We  do  not  wish  to  repeat  past  errors.  "Mass"  conventions 
were  called  long  ago,  but  had  not  life  enough  to  get  a  second 
meeting.  We  aim  for  a  representative  convention,  made  up  of 
men  coming  with  authority  to  speak  for  their  States,  and  where 
equable  conditions  shall  prevail.  This  will  be  to  organize  a 
profession^  and  give  a  prospect  of  perpetuity.  If  we  are  not 
far  enough  along  to  do  this,  better  wait;  for  men  who  come  to 
a  "mass"  convention  represent  nobody  but  themselves. 

If  Indiana  is  willing  to  co-operate  with  Ohio  on  equable  and 
honorable  terms,  you  will  please  answer  mine  of  the  14th.  We 
sought  your  co-operation,  and  hope  to  enjoy  it,  but  do  not  seek 
to  compel  it.  Silence  on  your  part  will  leave  me  to  understand 
that  Indiana  is  not  willing  to  co-operate  with  Ohio  on  fair  terms- 
Yours  Respectfully,        Wm.  .H  Cook,  Chairmay^  etc. 


Kokomo^  Ind,*  August  7, 1880. 
Prof.  Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.  D., 

Dear  Doctor: — ^Your  two  favors  to  hand,  dated  July  l-ith  and 
31st.  I  had  neglected  to  reply  to  the  first  for  two  reasons;  first 
I  was  very  busy  copying  some  papers  in  connection  with  the 
proceedings  of  our  State  Convention ;  and  second,  I  wished  to 
hear  from  some  parties  outside  the  State. 

To  the  first  proposition  in  yours  of  July  14th,  Indiana  is  not 
agreed,  from  the  fact,  as  before  stated,  that  five  States  can  not 
organize  a  National  S  )ciety,  in  my  opinion.  The  States  of  Iowa, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Ohio  do  not  constitute  this  Na- 
tion, Politically  or  Physio-Medically.  If  we  attempt  to  organize 
on  a  representative  delegate  basis,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is 
to  ask  the  States  to  organize. 

The  second  proposition  is  all  right,  should  the  States  all  or- 
ganize. Also  the  third  and  fourth.  I  do  not  object  to  graduates 
of  the  Ohio  P.-M.  College  when  that  institution  did  a  legitimate 
business.     But  in  opposition  to  the  four  propositions  from  Ohio 
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comes  the  following:  First,  have  subordinate  societies  the  righ<^ 
to  dictate  the  membership  to  the  superior  society  ?  Second,  will 
it  not  be  the  privilege  of  a  National  Society  to  dictate  the  rules 
which  are  to  govern  the  subordinate  society  ?  Third,  what  are 
we  to  do  with  those  active,  true  Physio- Medicalists  that  will 
have  no  representation  on  the  Ohio  basis  ? 

I  favor  a  mass  convention  of  graduates  of  all  reputable  P.-M. 
colleges;  and  fail  to  see  how  we  can  organize  in  accordance  to 
our  republican  institutions  otherwise,  until  all  the  States  have 
State  Societies,  and  appoint  delegates.  A  society  to  be  National 
cannot  be  Sectional,  nor  organized  by  a  section.  As  to  place, 
1  care  not,  so  it  is  central.  I  see  no  propriety  in  going  to  the 
seaboard  or  the  extreme  Southern  States.  Most  with  whom -I 
have  corresponded  select  the  place  mentioned  as  being  the 
most  centrally  located  and  easy  of  access  from  all  points.  Please 
inform  us  how  you  propose  to  dispose  of  those  who  have  no 
State  sccieties;  and  soon  as  this  matter  can  be  settled,  we  are 
ready  for  practical  matters  pertaining  to  convention,  time, 
place,  etc.    Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  am 

Fraternally  Yours,        S.  M.  White. 


Cincinnati^  August  9, 1880. 
S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  etc., 

Deak  Sir  : — I  am  to-day  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  7th.  You 
write  in  a  circle,  turning  everything  around  your  one  idea  of  a 
mass  convention,  and  failing  to  answer  my  arguments  that  are 
fatal  to  such  a  convention.  In  May,  you  complained  that  you 
could  not  hear  from  Ohio  and  Illinois ;  yet  an  Ohio  letter  had 
been  unanswered  by  you  for  ten  months,  and  the  Illinois  Chair- 
man tells  me  he  has  had  no  answer  to  his  of  last  summer  to  the 
Indiana  Committee.  You  then  announced  that  Indiana,  Iowa 
and  Michigan  favored  "issuing  a  call  to  all  States  who  have  an 
organization,  not  admitting  any  other  or  any  person  to  active 
membership  who  does  not  belong  to  a  State  or  District  Society." 
(Yours  of  May  28. 1880).  This  harmonized  with  the  original 
Ohio  proposition.  Now  Indiana  opposes  and  squarely  backs  off 
from  this  honorable  proposition,  to  which  she  had  formally 
agreed,  and  which  you  seemed  disposed  to  fault  Ohio  for  not 
accepting.    No  reasons  are  offered  for  thus  withdrawing  from 
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an  open  and  amicable  agreement  with  four  other  State  Societies  ^ 
so  I  presume  the  reasons  are  private  to  Indiana,  in  which  case 
we  will  not  enquire  into  them. 

A. National  Convention  would  be  without  authority,  except 
such  as  was  delegated  to  it  by  the  State  Societies  represented 
in  it.  A  mass  meeting  is  a  thing  not  made  up  of  delegated  rep- 
resentatives. No  man,  in  such  a  meeting,  represents  anybody 
but  himself;  and  it  has  no  authority  to  make  rules  for  anything 
but  itfeelf.  For  a  meeting  like  this  to  pronounce  itself  the  "su- 
perior society,"  and  "dictate  the  rules  which  are  to  govern  the 
subordinate  society,"  would  be  a  performance  remarkable  to 
Americans.  It  would  subvert  all  American  ideas,  which  submit 
to  laws  only  when  made  with  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and 
made  by  their  representatives.  It  would  be  an  attempt  to  "dic- 
tate" to  State  Societies,  and  to  other  people,  by  men  who  did 
not  represent  those  societies,  nor  those  other  people.  It  would 
be  an  assumption  of  authority  where  no  authority  existed ;  and 
a  more  violent  dictation  to  free  American  Phvsio-Medicalists 
than  allopathy  has  ever- yet  attempted.  If  Physio-Medicalis^s 
have  got  so  weak  in  the  head  as  to  require  such  a  "dictating" 
form  of  management,  it  is  time  they  put  an  extinguisher  on 
themselves,  and  asked  some  one  to  bury  them  out  of  sight.  The 
Ohio  Physio-Medical  Society  will  not  submit  to  any  such  form 
of  "dictation." 

The  Ohio  proposition  of  May  11, 18.79,  was  for  a  due  propor- 
tion of  representation  from  State  societies.  It  invited  all  States 
it  excluded  none.  No  State  need  be  without  representation, 
unless  it  chooses  to;  and  if  not  there  represented,  it  would  not 
be  governed  by  any  action  of  the  Society,  It  advises  no  "rush" 
in  matters ;  but  ample  time  for  all  the  States  to  reflect  and  or- 
ganize and  act,  if  they  desire.  Such  action  cannot  be  completed 
in  a  hurry,  and  Physio-Medicalism  is  not  likely  to  die  in  a  year. 
Many  of  the  old  States  have  organizations,  had  them  long  be- 
fore Ohio  and  Indiana  had,  but  have  let  them  sleep.  Connecti- 
cut has  a  charter  second  to  none  in  the  land.  New  York,  Ver 
mont,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  several  other  States,  had 
organizations,  and  perhaps  hold  charters  of  incorporation.  Ohio 
wishes  to  see  them  all  acting  in  concert,  and  on  that  princip  e 
of  representation  that  our  fathers  fought  for  in  the  Revolution, 
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and  which  is  the  very  soul  of  the  American  Nation.     Ohio's 
proposition  is  courteous  and  honorable  to  those  older  States. 
Ohio  is  far  too  modest  to  imagine  herself  to  be  the  whole  United 
States;  too  modest  to  advise  calling  a  National  Convention  by 
one  7nan\  too  modest  to  attempt  any  plan  of  '^dictation"  to  oth- 
ers ;  too  modest  to  select  the  men  who  shall  come  from  other 
States  to  a  National  Convention;  too  modest  to  advise  a  con- 
vention in  which  men  without  authority  shall  attompt  to  over- 
ride other  States  and  State  Societies.  We  are  desirous  of  uniting 
all   good  and  true  men  in  a  Society  for  their  mutual  benefit, 
'where  each  State  shall  enjoy  due  equality,  and  where  no  one 
State  or  section  shall  "dictate"  to  others.   We  have  invited  and 
urged  all  the  Stales  to  act,  and  all  to  come  in  on  the  same  hon- 
orable terms.  We  wish  to  allow  them  time  to  act  calmly.  Som*^ 
of  them  have,  perhaps,  scarcely  heard  of  the  proposition;  few  of 
them  have  organized,  several  are  moving  to  it.  Give  them  time ; 
and  then  if  they  are  unwilling  to  co-operate,  the  States  that  are 
o.  ganized  and  willing  can  go  forward.     They  can  organize  a 
National  Society  that  can  make  rules  for  those  who  are  repre- 
sented in  it,  and  for  no  others.     Live  men   are  not  usually 
balked  by  dead  men,  and  we  do  not  favor  waiting  for  those  who 
will  not  act.    Those  who  are  tardy  now,  can  easily  come  into 
the  organization  hereafter.   All  this  is  courteous,  equable,  hon- 
orable, and  just. 

Allow  me  to  review  some  points.  I  worked  earnestly  and  suc- 
cessfully to  get  recognition  for  the  diplomas  issued  by  the  old 
Physio-Medical  College  here  when  it  was  doing  "a  legitimate 
business," — issued  before  Dr.  Curtis  adopted  a  course  that  sold 
his  own  graduates  into  shame.  Does  your  proposition  for  a  ma^ 
convention  include  Dr.  Curtis  and  the  men  who  have  diplomas 
with  his  solitary  signature,  issued  within  the  last  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  ?  You  raised  the  question  as  to  that  particular  col- 
lege, and  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  answer  this  part 
of  it. 

I  can  name  men  with  "boughten"  diplomas,  now  active  mem- 
bers of  sundry  P.-M.  Societies,  clamorous  for  a  mass  convention. 
They  want  recognition.  Diploma  selling  and  diploma  buying 
are  both  swindles.  Shall  men  engaged  in  such  business  stand 
on  a  level  with  men  doing  an  honorable  business  and  holding 
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honorable  diplomas?  Would  they  be  creditable  law-givers,  to 
"dictate  rules  to  govern"  Physio-Medicalists  ?  Would  the  State 
Societies  cheerfully  become  "subordinate"  to  such  men  ?  Do 
you  now  struggle  for  a  mcMS  convention  with  a  view  of  enabling 
diploma-sellers  and  diploma-buyers  in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  who 
could  not  get  admission  to  the  Societies  of  those  States,  to 
come  to  that  convention  and  help  you  and  men  from  other 
States  to  over-ride  and  put  down  the  Ohio  and  Illinois  Societies  ? 
The  action  of  Indiana  will  show  whether  or  not  this  is  her  in- 
tention ;  and  this  is  a  case  where  "actions  speak  louder  than 
words."  I  think  reputable  gentlemen  will  be  slow  in  volunteer- 
ing lo  come  from  other  States  on  that  kind  of  business. 

I  can  name  men  who  carry  and  use  aconite,  veratrum,  gel- 
semium,  phosphorus,  strychnia,  etc.,  etc.-  They  claim  to  be 
simon-pure  Physio-Medicalists,  and  clamor  for  a  mcufs  conven- 
tion. Are  they  the  kind  of  men  to  dictate  rules  to  true  men  ?  Do 
you  imagine  that  genuine  Physio-Medicalists  would  obey  any 
rules  of  their  making?  I  can  name  men  with  reputable  diplo- 
mas, who  have  on  them  a  very  strong  odor  of  being  abortionists, 
— too  strong  an  odor  to  bear  examination.  They  clamor  for  a 
mass  convention,  though  no  decent  State  Society  would  fellow- 
ship them,  much  less  send  them  as  representatives.  Are  they 
the  kind  of  men  to  "dictate  rules"  to  our  State  Societies  ? 

Your  plan  for  a  mass  convention  would  let  in  all  these  class- 
es, and  let  them  decide  on  the  "conditions  of  membership"  and 
on  the  "rules"  to  govern  Physio-Medicalism.  Does  Indiana 
want  their  fellowship  and  their  influence?  Other  States  may 
choose  such  company  as  suits  them  best;  but  just  count  the 
Ohio  Society  out  from  sailing  with  any  such  crew.  Such  pro- 
fessional scalawags  are  disgracing  our  cause  to  the  very  core. 
They  howl  fearfully  against  the  Ohio  plan ;  and  Ohio  is  willing 
they  shall  howl,  so  that  they  may  be  known,  and  thus  save  us 
the  trouble  of  pointing  them  out  by  name. 

Ohio  wants  only  such  a  convention  as  will  be  fair  and  hon- 
orable to  all  good  men.  We  do  not  propose  to  legislate  for  it 
beforehand,  nor  to  "dictate"  who  shall  and  who  shall  not  be  its 
officers.  We  are  as  willing  to  go  to  Indianapolis  as  anywhere 
else  for  the  kind  of  meeting  we  propose.  But  if  Indiana  hold  a 
mere  "mass"  convention  in  her  borders,  where  men  come  with- 
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out  authority  to  represent  their  States,  and  where  the  prepon- 
derance of  local  numbers  will  control  all  actions  you  will  often 
fini  many  honorable  men  so  simple  but  they  will  understand 
that  such  a  meeting  is  a  purely  local  affair  for  the  benefit  of 
Indiana,  and  without  the  least  National  significance. 

Yours  Respectfully,        Wm.  H.  Cook. 
Chairman  of  the  Ohio  Committee. 


Kokomo^  Ind.'i  August^  18M,  1880. 
Prof.  W.  H.  Cook,  M.  D., 

My  Dear  Doctor: — Yours  of  the  9th  is  before  me.  You  think 
I  "write  in  a  circle,"  turning  everything  around  my  "one  idea 
of  a  mass  convention.'^  Might  I  not  with  equal  propriety  say 
that  you  write  in  a  circle,  turning  everything  around  your  one 
idea  of  the  "Ohio  plan."  Your  last  calls  forcibly  to  mind  the 
expression  "some  men  are  born  great,  others  achieve  greatness, 
and  others  were  born  in  Ohio."  So  with  the  "Ohio  plan."  It 
was  fostered  and  nursed  in  Ohio,  and  must  helper  se^  the  plan. 
Indiana  and  Michigan  did  most  assuredly  change  their  notion 
in  regard  to  a  National  Convention,  and  the  "Ohio  plan"  was 
not  so  favorably  received  by  them  in  1880  as  in  1879. 

Now  you  defend  vigorously  the  representative  plan,  which  is 
your  right;  but  you  fail  to  notice  my  proposition  for  a  circular 
to  be  issued  to  those  States  having  no  State  organization,  asking 
them  to  organize  at  once.  I  submitted  the  same  to  Illinois,  and 
itb  was  favorably  received.     Why  is  this? 

Now  let  us  review  the  "Ohio  plan."  You  favor  a  delegate 
convention,  composed  of  delegates  from  the  different  State  So- 
cieties ;  then  in  order  that  this  may  be  a  National  Convention, 
there  must  be  delegates  from  all  the  States.  Then  to  carry  out 
this  plan,  the  State  Societies  must  be  composed  of  delegates 
from  District  or  County  Societies.  Now  what  are  the  facts  in 
regard  to  this  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Ohio  State  Society  is 
virtually  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  Mass  Convention  ?  Is 
not  the  same  true  of  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Michigan  ?  Is  it  not  also 
true  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Society  in  1879,  but  tiwo 
members  were  present;  and  not  to  exceed  half  a  dozen  for  the 
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same  year  in  Ohio?*  Indiana  has  well  organized  District  Soci- 
eties, subordinate  to  and  under  the  control  of  the  State  Society- 
All  active  members  of  the  State  Society  are  members  of  some 
one  of  the  District  Societies.  Now  if  a  National  Soctety  must 
be  composed  of  delegates,  we  ilisist  that  the  State  Societies 
must  also  be  composed  of  delegate  members.  "The  people 
must  be  represented,  and  no  one  State  or  section  shall  dictate 
to  others." 

I  would  not  favor  the  admission  of  Dr.  Curtis'  graduates 
"with  his  solitary  signature."  I  deplore  the  course  taken  by 
this  venerable  old  man,  and  hardly  consider  him  responsible  for 
what  he  does,  and  know  of  no  way  to  check  him  in  his  mad 
career.  His  acts  are  a  disgrace  to  all  honest  minded  Physio- 
Medicalists,  and  such  of  his  graduates  as  are  above  referred  to 
cannot 'gain  admission  even  into  the  District  Society  to  which  I 
belong.  As  to  the  entire  weeding  out  of  men  who  use  objec- 
tionable articles,  I  find  them  hard  for  any  of  us  to  get  rid  of. 
"I  can  name  a  man  who  is  a  Professor  in  a  "reputable"  P.-M. 
College,  who  uses  gelserainum,  Beache's  diaphoretics,  colchi- 
cum,  and  "paragoric,"  and  still  I  should  not  be  afraid  to  wager 
that  you  would  greet  that  man  warmly  in  a  National  Conven- 
tion.    He  is  favorable  to  the  ''Ohio  plan." 

Now,  Professor,  I  have  more  faith  in  the  rank  and  file  of  Phy- 
sio Medical  practitioners  than  you  appear  to  have,  and  am  will- 
ing to  trust  to  them  the  formation  of  a  National  head;  and  in 
fact  it  appears  to  me  that  they  must  be  the  ruling  power  in 
either  plan  proposed.  If  we  move  for  a  delegate  convention, 
let  it  be  a  delegate  convention  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
Let  the  State  Societies  be  composed  of  delegate  members,  and 
then  let  States  be  rei)resented  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
numbers  in  actual  attenndace  upon  the  meeting  which  selects 
such  delegates.  Indiana,  with  her  sixty  to  eighty  members  in 
actual  attendance  each  year,  is  not  afraid  of  such  a  plan,  so  far 
as^ representation  is  concerned. 

♦  Illinois  can  speak  for  herself;  but  the  doctor's  estimate  of  the  Ohio 
Society  is  quite  wild.  With  its  rigid  conditions  of  membership,  it  well- 
nigh  equals  the  Indiana  Society;  and  did  it  accept  all  who  want  to  get  in, 
it  would  nearly  double  the  Indiana  membership. — EDrroR  Gazbttk. 
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Taking  this  view  of  the  question,  it  simply  resolves  itself  into 
a  matter  of  expediency.  Can  we  in  any  reasonable  length  of 
time  secure  feuch  an  organization  of  the  practitioners  of  the 
States  as  would  make  organization  upon  this  basis  practical? 
Can  we  not  secure  a  thorough  organization  more  readily  by 
commencing  with  the  National  head,  and  allowing  it  to  prescribe 
rules  and  regulations  to  govern,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  subor- 
dinate Societies?  Now,  Doctor,  this  thing  all  appears  to  me  a 
question  of  expediency ;  and  while  I  have  read  your  arguments 
with  interest,  I  have  yet  failed  to  see  that  you  have  removed 
the  obstacles  which  to  me  are  most  in  the  way  of  the  formation 
of  a  National  Convention  upon  the  ''Ohio  plan  ;"  and  shall  await 
your  reply,  in  the  meantime  expecting  a  full  and  satisfactory 
explanation  of  how  to  surmount  the  difficulties  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

What  about  the  circi  lars  which  have  been  sent  to  the  other 
States,  calling  a  National  meeting  in  June  next?  I  hear  of 
them,  but  have  not  seen  one  yet. 

Very  Respectfully,  S.  M.  White. 


Cincinnati^  August  20^A,  1880. 
S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,  Chaibman,  etc., 

Dear  Doctor: — Yours  of  the  18th  at  hand.  I  have  seen  no 
circular  calling  a  National  Convention  for  June,  1881 ;  but  I 
have  suggested  that  as.  a  good  time,  if  things  can  be  made  ready. 
If  Ohio  issues  any  circular,  we  will  let  Indiana  know,  even  at 
the  risk  of  having  it  laid  on  the  table.  Ohio's  proposition  has 
always  been  coupled  with  urgings  to  every  State  to  form  a  So- 
ciety and  join  in  arrangements  for  a  convention.  If  a  State 
will  not  organize,  I  know  of  no  power  you  or  I  have  to  compel 
it ;  nor  do  I  recognize  that  individuals  coming,  unsent,  from  a 
State  unorganized,  have  any  authority  to  pass  "rules  and  regu- 
lations" for  Ohio. 

If  a  thing  is  good  and  true^  I  am  apt  to  stick  to  it,  even  if  it 
should  be  "born  in  Ohio,"  and  my  big  Indiana  brother  tried  to 
scare  me  away  from  it.  The  '^representative  plan"  is  so  great 
that  this  American  Nation  has  revolved  around  it  one  hundred 
years.    It  is  sa/e^  it  is  just;  and  so  I  stick  to  it    The  last  Na- 
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tional  P.M.  Convention  (1852)  was  called  on  the  "delegate" 
plan,  which  Comings,  Curti,  Johns,  Bankstou,  Coxe,  Friend, 
Stone,  Sperry,  and  all  our  people  approved.  Prof.  Coxe  wrote 
of  it :  "This  would  maintain  an  equality  of  influence  and  repre- 
sentation,— a  thing  indispensable  in  all  legislative  bodies."  It 
alsp  most  emphatically  desigrnated  toho  were  called,  so  as  to 
keep  out  the  eclectics  that  had  been  creeping  into  our  State 
Societies  and  ruining  them.  I  had  the  honor  of  signing  that  call 
lor  New  York,  and  I  stick  to  its  principles.  That  was  twenty- 
eight  years  ago,  when  you  were  a  child.  All  the  States  were 
invited,  only  ten  were  represented.  The  Indiana  Society  refused 
to  send  delegates,  having  on  hand  a  prospective  National  Con- 
vention of  her  own. 

You  almost  assert  that  I  would  knowingly  fellowship  in  the 
National  Convention  a  P.M.  Professor  who  uses  gelseraium  and 
other  poisons.  This  would  charge  me  with  two-facedness  in  this 
matter.  I  think  you  did  not  realize  the  true  scope  of  your  lan- 
guage ;  but  I  must  request  you  not  to  repeat  offensive  person- 
alities in  corresponding  with  me.  If  there  is  any  such  Professor, 
then  join  with  Ohio  in  reading  him  out  if  he  is  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  a  National  Convention.  But  you  could  not  do  this  on 
your  "mass  convention"  plan,  for  you  use  his  alleged  case  lo 
show  how  '^difficult"  it  is  to  "weed  out"  such  semi  eclectics ; 
and  hence  urge  for  a  meeting  that  would  open  the  way  for  them 
all  to  come  in  and  to  make  "rules  and  regulations  to  govern"  the 
true  men.  Ohio  wants  to  meet  that  "diflSculty"  squarely,  at  the 
very  start;  and  can  do  it  on  the  representative  plan,  and  a  call 
for  none  but  true  and  honorable  Physio-Medicalists.  We  invite 
Indiana  jind  all  the  States  to  help  on  this  work,  so  vital  to  our 
cause. 

But  Indiana  seems  unwilling,  and  rather  champions  the 
eclectics,  and  expresses  the  highest  confidence  in  the  "rank  and 
file," — including  that  Prof,  and  all  like  him.  Our  "ranks"  have 
a  number  of  sterling  Profs.,  all  of  whom  Indiana  was  "unani- 
mous" in  debarring  from  holding  any  oflSce  in  a  National  Con- 
vention,— thus  taking  away  from  the  Convention  the  right  to 
choose  its  own  officers,  and  disqualifying  the  "ranks"  in 
which  you  now  have  so  much  confidence,  even  the  Profs,  of 
your  own  State.    And  our  "file"  has  many  true  and  uoble  men ; 
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and  Ohio  has  full  confidence  in  all  such,  and  is  desirous  they 
shall  select  delegates  of  their  own  stamp  to  represent  them  in 
a  National  Convention,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  ridden  over 
or  disgraced  by  compulsory  fellowship  with  sundry  disreputable 
men  who  would  rush  to  a  mass  convention.  The  confidence  we 
repose  in  men  discriminates  between  the  true  and  the  false ; 
and  we  do  not  take  them  all  to  our  bosom. 

I  showed  >ou  how  a  mass  convention  might  over-ride  State 
Societies.  Men  whom  the  Ohio  Society  would  not  admit  to 
membership,  would  be  glad  of  the  chance  to  go  to  a  mass  con- 
vention, pronounce  themselves  the  '^superior  society,"  and  make 
*^rules  and  regulations  to  govern"  Ohio. 

My  point  is  incontestible ;  yet  you  contend  for  the  mass  plan, 
and  assert  that  the  Ohio  and  Illinois  Societies  are  *'mass"  con- 
ventions, which  is  anything  but  true.  Tou  fear  to  offend  States 
who  have  so  little  interest  in  the  cause  as  to  remain  without  a 
Society ;  yet  contend  for  a  plan  that  would  trample  under  foot 
two  Societies  in  States  that  have  done  at  least  their  share  in  the 
work  of  Physio-Medicalism,  lo,  these  many  years  I  That  might 
please  the  disreputable  men  who  cannot  get  into  the  Ohio  and 
Illinois  Societies ;  but  it  would  be  an  outrage  that  would  disrupt 
this  cause  with  bitter  personal  animosities.  You  may  be  sure 
the  Ohio  Society  will  not  submit  to  such  an  outrage. 

If  our  plan  requires  every  State  to  organize  before  a  National 
Convention  can  be  held ;  then  your  plan  requires  that  every 
Phy sio-Medicalist  in  these  United  States  must  come  to  that  con- 
vention before  anything  can  be  done.  It  could  not  legislate  for 
any  absent  man.  If  a  single  Slate  should  be  without  a  man, — 
as  Florida,  Louisianna,  Oregon, — all  present  must  wait  till  a 
man  comes,  or  else  go  home  without  doing  anything.  This  is  the 
return  application  of  your  argument,  and  shows  its  fallacy. 

Then,  you  propose  to  "insist"  on  States  organizing  in  a  certain 
way,  or  else  there  must  be  no  convention.  This  is  the  present 
Indiana  way,  but  was  not  her  way  for  years ;  so  you  would  com- 
pel every  State  to  do  as  you  now  do,  or  else  be  without  any 
rights  in  Physio-Medicalism  1  Where  is  your  "confidence"  in 
our  people,  doctor?  You  have  enough  "confidence"  to  let  all 
classes  come  to  a  mass  convention  without  any  one  sending 
them,  and  there  assume  control  over  every  body  else ;  yet  would 
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not  trust  States  to  form  their  own  Societies,  but  "insist"  on  their 
doing  it  as  Indiana  directs  1  This  would  be  legislating:  for  the 
National  Convention  beforehand,  as  you  proposed  to  do  in  the 
matter  of  its  officers.  Ohio  would  let  each  State  attend  to  its 
own  business  in  its  own  way,  and  has  entire  confidence  that  its 
basis  for  a  call  would  lead  good  men  to  organize  safe  Societies 
and  send  proper  delegates.  Each  State  controls  its  own  affairs, 
until  such  time  as  it  enters  into  compact  with  other  States  and 
agrees  upon  forms  of  legislation.  We  do  not  propose  to  legis- 
late for  the  convention  beforehand,  nor  to  dictate  to  other 
Stales. 

Suppose  a  mass  meeting  were  held  in  Indiana,  which  yon  saj 
has  sixty  to  eighty  attendants,  (not  memher^^  but  visitors  in- 
cluded ;  and  such  a  convention  would  embody  memberr  and 
all).  Few  men  at  a  distance  would  care  to  spend  $75.  or  $100 
out  of  their  own  pockets  to  attend  it,  especially  from  States  that^ 
did  not  .get  up  a  Society.  Then  how  much  voice  would  New 
York,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Texas,  and  some  twenty -five  other  States  have  in  that  conven- 
tion ?  It  would  simply  be  an  Indiana  meeting,  it  would  cost 
her  men  very  little  to  all  come,  and  States  two  or  three  removes 
away  would  be  merely  as  tails  to  help  Indiana  fly  her  kite.  The 
Ohio  plan  avoids  such  an  inconsistency,  makes  it  possible  for 
every  State  to  be  equably  represented,  and  offers  full  honors  and 
no  indignities  to  States  at  a  distance. 

You  think  both  plans  merely  questions  of  "expediency."  The 
mass  plan  certainly  is;  besides  having  the  above  fatal  features; 
but  the  Ohio  plan  atid  basis  for  a  call  are  questions  of  equity 
and  honor  to  every  State,  and  are  vital  to  this  cause.  We  cannot 
yield  a  vital  question ;  but  should  not  you  yield  a  question  of 
mere  "expediency,'* — especially  when  your  plan  would  over- 
ride State  Societies  and  sow  discord,  while  our  plan  is  just  as 
fair  to  Indiana  as  to  Ohio,  and  is  friendly  and  honorable  to  all  ? 
I  hope  you  will  see  the  force  of  my  argument,  and  agree  to  our 
true  American  plan, — so  that  Indiana  shall  not  be  the  State  to 
attempt  to  break  down  a  National  Convention  she  cannot  con- 
trol, as  she  did  in  1852. 

I  enclose  a  proposed  form  for  a  joint  circular.     It  is  based  on 
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the  call  of  1852,  with  modifications  to  suit  the  present  condi- 
tions. If  you  approve,  please  sign  and  return.  If  you  do  not 
approve,  please  return. 

Yours  Truly,  Wm.  H.  Cook, 

Chairman^  etc 


The  subject  of  ^  National  Physio-Medical  Convention  has 
been  under  discussion  for  more  than  a  year«  and  has  met  with 
a  very  favorable  reception.  To  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, it  is  very  desirable  that  as  many  States  as  are  willing 
shall  CO  operate.  To  this  end  we  respectfully  urge  upon  Phy- 
sio Medicalists  in  every  State  to  organize  State  Societies,  where 
there  are  none;  and  we  invite  them  to  appoint  committees 
from  such  societies  to  consult  with  us  and  the  other  States  on 
this  matter. 

The  proposed  convention  is  designed  to  include  only  true 
Physio-Medicalists,  who  adhere  strictly  to  the  principles  and 
practice  of  this  school,  and  who  discard  all  poisons.  It  is  in- 
tended to  be  composed,  of  delegates  sent  from  State  Societies 
with  authority  to  represent  them,  and  in  such  ratio  of  delegates 
to  members  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Committees, — all 
delegates  to  be  graduates  from  a  Physio-Mediaal  college  in 
good  standing,  or,  if  graduates  from  other  than  a  Physio-Medi- 
cal college,  then  licentiates  from  an  incorporated  State  Physio- 
Medical  Society. 

We  believe  such  a  Convention  would  bring  our  people  into 
greater  unity,  prepare  them  to  act  in  concert  to  resist  unjust 
medical  laws,  and  give  strength  to  our  cause.  We  solicit  early 
organization  by  the  several  States,  in  the  hope  that  satisfactory 
arrangements  may  be  completed  for  such  a  convention  by  the 
summer  of  1881. 

W.  H.  Cook,  j  qj^^^  Committee.. 
H.  B.  HOKE. 
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THERMOMETRICAL  INFLUENCES  ON  THE  BOWELS. 

GEO.   S.    CHALMERS,   M    D. 


The  influence  of  climatic  changes  upon  the  human  family  has 
not,  we  think,  received  the  attention  due  to  such  an  important 
subject.  We  are  well  aware  that  much. has  been  said  and  writ- 
ten upon  the  subject;  but  that  there  has  been  sufficient  practi- 
cal benefit  accruing  therefrom,  we  do  not  believe.  What  is  the 
only  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  the  greater  part  of  the  scien- 
tific and  philosophical  investigations  which  engage  so  many 
9avans>,  and  fill  such  a  large  place  in  the  public  ear  and  eye? 
What,  but  that  the  great  family  of  man  may  be  averted  from 
sinister  and  adverse  influences,  when  they  are  unavoidable!? 
Life  in  this  world,  under  the  present  economy,  is  a  constant 
struggle  between  one  set  of  forces, — ^vital  and  constructive,  and 
another, — chemical  and  destructive.  According  as  the  first  are 
in  possession  of  the  field  of  animated  nature,  is  there  organic 
I'elicity, — growth  and  progress.  According  as  the  latter  bear 
sway  in  the  same  field,  is  there  discord  and  disintegration.  The 
'duty  and  goal  of  the  scientific  investigator  should  be  to  discov- 
er how  best  the  beneficent  forces  can  be  pat  in  full  possession, 
and  how  best  the  meleficent  may  be  banished  therefrom.  Until 
this  desideratum  has  b.-en  reached,  a  very  obvious  duty  lies  at 
the  door  of  every  physician :  How  to  give  humanity  the  bene- 
fit of  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  enabling  them  to  avoid 
and  avert  many  of  the  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir.  'Tis  an  old 
saw  that  "prevention  is  better  than  cure;"  but  yet  we  do  not 
make  much  practical  use  of  it,  and  need  to  be  reminded  from 
time  to  time  that  it  is  even  in  existence. 

I  have  been  led  to  moralize  in  this  fashion  because  of  seeing 
lately  the  very  evident  effects  of  a  sudden  change  of  climate 
upon  the  people  of  my  neighborhood.  The  month  of  July 
opened  with  us  coolish  and  rainy;  along  in  the  second  week  it 
grew  gradually  warmer,  with  a  very  sultry  atmosphere.  The 
thermometer  showed  a  daily  rise  until  the  14th  of  the  months 
when  it  registered  from  98"*  to  TOO®  F.  A  yery  abrupt  fall  fol- 
lowed  this,  and  by  the  17th  the  mercury  in  the  tube  had  fallen 
to  70°.  This  latter  state  ranged  along,  a  few  degree  up  or  down, 
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until  the  2l8t,  when  it  again  mounted  up  and  maintained  an  al- 
titude of  about  90®  until  the  end  of  the  month. 

On  Sunday  the  18th,  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to  go  out  in 
the  country  to  see  a  woman  who  was  taken  very  sick.  She  was 
a  young  married  woman,  and  had  been  out  in  the  evening  see- 
ing after  her  milk  and  calves,  when  she  was  taken,  all  at  once, 
with  great  cramping  in  her  bowels,  and  was  obliged  to  lie  down 
right  where  she  was.  On  seeing  her,  I  found  her  with  a  pinched, 
anxious  look,  and  clammy  sweat  (coolisii)  over  the  body.  Hands 
and  fe^t  were  cool.  She  complained  of  pain  in  one  side  of  the 
bowels,  and  again  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  I  found  that  the 
greatest  pain  was  in  the  right  iliac  region,  over  which  the  mus- 
cles were  drawn  rigid,  and  with  some  tenderness  on  jjressure. 
There  was  also  some  pain  over  the  hypogastric  region,  but 
much  more  bearable.  She  was  very  restless  and  impatient.  She 
had  been  ordinarily  well,  and  was  not  aware  of  having  indulged 
in  anything  unusual  or  in  too  free  quantities. 

I  thought  I  could  reach  it  by  relaxants  and  carminatives  until 
the  bowels  could  be  moved.  These  were  applied  freely,  but  I 
soo.i  became  convinced  that  they  brought  no  modicum  of  re- 
lief. The  bowels  had  been  costive  for  some  time,  which  led  me 
to  expect  that  the  moving  of  them  would  be  a  slow  operation. 

determined  to  take  a  shorter  and  more  direct  method.  Or- 
dered a  large  injection  of  soap  suds  given,  and  a  compress  ap- 
plied, with  orders  to  retain  the  enema  as  long  as  possible-  It 
was  retained  only  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  did  not  bring  away 
much  fecal  matter.  Ordered  another  to  be  given  immediately, 
and  again  to  retain  as  long  as  possible.  This  time  it  did  not 
stay  any  longer,  but  secured  a  free  movement  from  the  bowels. 
Upon  this  the  pain  almost  entirely  vanished  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  little  soreness,  see  felt  as  well  as  usual.  She  had 
no  further  trouble,  but  got  along  nicely. 

Next  day  I  was  called  to  see  a  man  about  fifty  years  of  age,  a 
carpenter,  and  a  man  of  fine  physique,  with  large  muscular  de- 
velopement  and  full,  round  frame.  He  had  scarcely  ever  been 
sick  in  his  life,  and  deemed  it  a  disgrace  to  be  in  the  doctor^s 
hands.  He  had  been  in  the  habit,  when  feelieg  a  little  bilious, 
of  taking  three  or  four  of  Morse's  Pills,  and  then  got  along  as 
before.    On  this  occasion  he  had  been  feeling  poorly  for  two 
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days«  and  had  taken  a  full  dose  of  his  pills,  which  had  done  no 
good.  They  had  been  repeated  with  no  effect  and  he  was  get- 
ting worse  and  worse. 

Found  him  in  great  agony,  with  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  more 
especially  in  the  left  iliac  region,  which  felt  quite  tense  and 
hard.  He  writhed  and  twisted,  and  clambered  in  and  out  of 
bed,  seeking  rest  and  finding  none.  The  perspiration  fairly 
rolled  off  him  in  streams.  A  more  acute  case  of  agony  it  was 
never  my  lot  to  see.  The  strong  man  had  become  a  child  in  his 
helpless  agony,  and  plaintively  called  for  relief. 

Commenced  giving  him  large  enemas  of  warm  soap-suds 
strongly  medicated  with  lobelia,  and  did  my  best  to  have  them 
retained,  but  through  his  extreme  restlessness  was  fairly  baffled. 
They  would  come  away  in  a  few  minutes,  with  only  a  little 
fecal  matter  and  a  great  deal  of  flatus.  Kept  giving  him  relax- 
ants and  carminatives,  as  lobelia,  ginger  and  mentha  pip.  with 
a  little  capsicum.  This  gave  him  some  relief,  but  only  a  little. 
Concluded  to  commence  giving  him  cast'^r  oil,  and  to  keep  it 
up  at  intervals  of  two  hours  until  the  bowels  had  moved.  First 
gave  him  two  ounces,  and  ordered  an  ounce  every  two  hours 
thereafter.  Continued  the  enemas  until  he  was  tired  out  and 
begged  for  rest,  and  it  being  late  at  night,  I  decided  then  to 
let  him  go  till  morning,  hoping  that  the  oil  would  then  have 
done  its  work. 

I  was  disappointed,  however,  for  morning  found  no  material 
improvement.  Concluded  to  try  the  enemas  again,  and  used 
larger  quantities  than  before.  They  would  not  stay  long,  how- 
ever, but  would  come  away  in  spite  of  me, — this  morning  bring- 
ing away  rather  more  feces  than  before,  which  had  a  most  of- 
fensive smell.  He  felt  more  comfortable  after  awhile,  and  I 
gave  him  a  rest  from  the  enemas,  as  the  oil  had  begun  to  ap- 
pear in  the  discharges.  When  I  saw  him  late  at  night,  there  had 
been  no  free  evacuation  yet,  and  I  thought  that  now,  as  the  oil 
had  passed  down,  I  would  give  him  a  dose  of  anti-bilious-physic. 
I  gave  him  about  3u  ;  thinking  that  if  that  did  not  find  a  way 
down,  I  did  not  know  what  would.  When  I  called  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  were  all  cheerful,  he  telling  me  that  he  kept  his 
w^atcher  busy  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night.  He  did  not 
get  along  so  happily  as  the  other  patient,  as  he  had  a  good  deal 


Thermometrical  Influences  on  the  Bowels,  255 

of  discomfort  still  in  his  bowels,  and  especially  ovei  the  regions 
of  the  ileo-coecal  valve;  and  I  somewhat  apprehended  serious 
trouble  from  that  source/  There  was  considerable  tenderness 
on  pressure,  and  slight  puffing  with  a  good  deal  of  rumbling  and 
gurgling  through  the  bowels ;  there  was,  also,  an  irritable  diar- 
rhea, which  persisted  for  about  a  week.  The  patient  felt  very- 
feeble  for  a  good  while  after  the  attack,  and  even  now  he  has 
not  got  fairly  over  the  effects  of  it,  but  goes  around  with  a 
cane. 

On  the  second  day  of  his  sickness,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady 
who  had  been  in  feeble  health  for  some  time.  She  has  had  dif 
ficulty  with  her  lungs,  has  had  a  cough  for  years,  and  also  a  di- 
arrhea, which  breaks  out  by  spells  and  will  last  for  a  few  days 
or  weeks  in  spite  of  treatment.  She  indeed  is  subject  to  that  fell 
foe  of  the  human  family,  phthisis, — pulmonalis  et  abdominalis. 
She  like  most  of  those  in  like  condition,  maintains  a  very  hope- 
ful frame  of  mind  and  believes  with  great  fervor  that  she  is 
surely  getting  better.  I  have  waited  on  her,  off  and  on,  for 
about  four  years,  and  have  succeeded  in  tiding  her  over  crises 
and  bad  spells,  and  have  carried  her  along,  as  comfortably  as 
one  in  her  condition  could  be,  during  the  warm  weather. 

When  she  came  home,  the  change  in  temperature  had  come 
on,  and  she  got  chilled  in  riding.  She  was  taken  with  a  violent 
diarrhea  and  great  cramping  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  I  had 
boen  in  the  habit  of  treating  her  spells  of  diarrhea  with  sharp 
stimulants,  with  a  small  portion  of  diaphoretics,  with  stimula- 
tion over  the  bowels  and,  when  unusually  bad,  with  nutrient 
and  emmolient  enemas.  On  this  occasion  I  was  almost  fairly 
baffled,  everything  that  I  administered  gave  scarcely  any  per- 
ceptible relief  There  was  great  tenderness  and  thirst.  Kept 
up  the  outward  stimulation,  applying  mustard  over  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  and  gave  only  a  little  medicine  by  the  mouth,  and 
that  of  a  soothing  nervine  character.  Had  her  drink  mild  broths, 
and  milk  with  lime-water.  She  got  very  low  and  it  appeai-ed 
at  one  time  as  though  she  had  come  to  the  end.  But  just  when 
I  thought  she  possibly  could  go  no  farther,  she  began  to  mend, 
and  slowly,  though  steadily,  gained. 

Can  not  some  readers  of  the  Gazette  give  their  views  on  the 
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influences  of  the  weather  in  this  class  of  bowel  troubles,  and 
bow  their  deleterious  effects  may  be  avoided? 
Knoxvilley  Ills. 


NOTES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY. 


Confection  of  Senna. — As  an  improvement  on  the  old  and 
cumbersome  confection,  which  is  an  absurd  formula  and  liable  to 
spoil,  J.  H.  Wilson  recommends  ihe  following:  Finely  powdered 
senna,  2  oz ;  powdered  anise  seed  ^  an  oz ;  best  molasses  (not 
syrup),  16  oz;  refined  tamarind  pulp,  4  oz. 


Senega  as  an  Emulsifier. — Where  tincture  of  senega  is  not 
objectionable,  it  may  be  used  as  an  emulsifier  to  great  advan- 
tage. The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  gives  the  following  propor- 
tions :  Any  fixed  oil  fl.  3  ss,  tincture  of  senega  gtta.  v,  water 
fl.  3bs.  The  same  quantity  of  the  tincture  will  emulsify  S^^s  of 
balsam  copaiba,  or  3  j  oleoresin  male  fern. 


Death  from  Insoluble  Pills. — ^The  Druggists  circular  says: 
At  a  post  mortem  examination  held  in  North  Carolina  on  the 
body  of  a  lady  who  died  from  inflammation  and  suppuration  in 
abdominal  cavity,  induced  by  no  known  cause,  it  was  discovered 
that  death  had  resulted  from  the  impaction  of  five  or  six  hard- 
ened pills  in  the  appendix  vermiformis.  As  these  pills  had  not 
been  administered  during  her  last  illness,  it  was  not  known  how 
long  they  had  been  there,  or  whether  all  entered  at  the  same 
time. 


Deaths  from  Oil  of  Tansy. — Dr.  Q.  Jewett,  in  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  reports  eight  cases  of  poisoning 
with  this  drug.  Case  1.  Fifteen  drops  at  11  a.  m.,  a  te^  spoonful 
at  2  p.  M.;  convulsions,  shock,  general  cyanosis;  recovery.  Case 
2.  Teaspoonful  to  promote  catamenia ;  convulsions,  and  death  in 
one  hour  and  a  half.  Case  3.  Unknown  quantity  to  cause  abor- 
tion ;  convulsions,  death  in  three  hours  and  a  quarter,  no  abor- 
tion.    Case  4.  Teiaspoonful  to  cause  abortion ;  coma,  recovery. 
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no  abortion.  Case  5.  Four  drachms;  spasms  and  death.  Case  6. 
To  cause  abortion ;  rapid  death,  no  abortion.  Case  7.  Decoction 
of  tanzy  leaves  to  produce  abortion;  paralysis,  coma,  death  in 
twenty-four  hours,  no  abortion.  Case  8.  Infusion  of  leaves  daily 
for  a  week,  also  for  vaginal  injection;  abortion,  metritis,  peri- 
tonitis, recovery  after  three  months. 

As  druggists  are  often  asked  for  oil  of  tanzy  under  various 
pretences,  we  believe  the  above  table  will  be  useful  in  remind- 
ing them  of  the  dangers  attending  the  sale  of  tanzy  and  its 
preparations. 


Ohian  Turpentine  and  Uterine  Cancer. — Before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Christian  era,  chian  turpentine  was  known.  It  was 
never  used  above  other  turpentines,  till  Prof.  Clay,  of  England, 
last  March  brought  it  into  notoriety  by  reports  of  some  astound- 
ing cures  by  it  of  uterine  cancer.  His  cases,  in  a  few  days, 
seemed  restored  from  the  most  terrible  carcinomatous  condition, 
and  the  day  of  miracles  had  returned.  Dr.  Green  and  others 
have  pointed  out  inconsistencies  in  his  reports;  but  inconsisten- 
cy is  nothing  with  some  men,  and  chian  turpentine  is  the  rage. 
Others  have  tried  it  without  the  least  success ;  but  their  failure 
is  imputed  to  a  false  article,  and  the  chian  grows  in  popularity 
with  the  profession  exactly  in  ratio  to  the  failures.  Meanwhile 
it  is  found  quite  indigestible,  it  is  gravely  questioned  whether 
or  not  it  is  capable  of  anything  but  dejection  per  anum,  and 
very  startling  gastric  difficulties  have  frequently  followed  its 
use. 


Action  of  Agents. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  allopathic 
National  Society,  Dr.  Thomson  suggested  a  new  classification  of 
remedies,  in  part  based  on  the  effects  of  different  doses.  In  the 
discussion,  it  was  shown  that  agents  act  on  the  ultimate  cells 
and  molecules  of  tissues ;  hence  the  difference  between  a  large 
and  small  quantity  was  not  a  difference  in  character  but  in  ex- 
tent of  action.  A  small  dose  of  opiate  reaches  only  the  nerve- 
centres,  and  diminishes  nerve  function  there ;  while  a  larger 
quantity,  even  to  the  extent  of  causing  death,  is  merely  an  ex- 
tension of  precisely  the  same  kind  of  action  from  the  centres  to 
all  the  tissues.    If  our  neighbors  keep  on  studying,  they  may 
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finally  get  into  the  full  light  of  Physio-Medical  Therapeutics. 
We  have  discussed  this  entire  matter  in  our  Dispensatory,  and 
fully  proven  it. 


Koosso  IN  A  New  Form. — Eoosso,  while  an  admirable  tenia- 
cide,  is  unpleasant  to  administer.  Dr.  Oorre,  in  the  Medical 
Press  and  Circular,  gives  this  new  way  of  preparing  it :  Treat 
an  ounce  of  freshly  pulverized  koosso  with  an  ounce  of  castor 
oil,  afterwards  with  two  ounces  of  boiling  water,  by  displace- 
ment.  Express;  and  by  means  of  an  egg  yelk  emulsify  the  two 
percolates,  adding  forty  drops  of  sulphuric  ether  and  an  aromat- 
ic. Qive  at  a  single  dose,  after  eighteen  hour's  fasting.  The 
dead  worm  will  be  expelled  in  six  or  eight  hours. 


New  Remedy  for  Hydrophobia. — In  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
nal, M.  Lesserteur  gives  publicity  to  a  new  remedy  for  rabies. 
It  comes  from  far-away  Annam,  where  it  is  called  hoang^nan. 
and  is  related  to  the  angostura.  Its  effects  are  similar  to  strych- 
nine and  brucine.  The  beauty  of  the  new  remedy  is,  that  there 
are  no  facts  whatever  to  prove  its  alleged  virtues ;  and  so  pa- 
tients with  rabies  will  have  a  chance  to  escape  being  killed  by 
hoang-nan.  When  these  wise  men  can  lower  their  telescopes 
and  get  their  eyes  familiarized  with  plants  nearer  home,  they 
will  discover  that  the  despised  lobelia  is  a  cure  for  hydrophobia; 
and  has  already  made  a  true  cure  in  many  cases,  and  never 
killed  any  one. 


NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNAECOLOGY. 


Early  Gestation. — Dr.  A.  E.  May  gives  the  London  Lancet 
the  data  of  a  birth,  where  the  mother  was  but  13  years  and  19 
days  old  when  her  child  was  born*  She  had  but  one  menstrual 
period  before  conception,  the  latt^er  not  beine:  legitimate.  Labor 
was  terminated  with  comparative  ease,  mother  and  child  both 
doing  well. 


Rupture  of  Fallopian  Tube. — Dr.  0.  J.  R.  Owen  reports  to 
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the  London  Lancet  a  case  of  this  rare  accident.  The  woman  was 
mother  of  four  children,  youngest  twenty  months  old,  had  taken 
a  cold,  and  on  January  7th  only  a  sligl^t  stain  of  the  regular  cat- 
amenia  appeared.  On  January  8th,  while  reaching  about  a  good 
deal  in  her  work,  she  felt  something  "give"  in  her  right  side^ 
and  quickly  fainted.  She  gradually  went  from  one  faint  into 
another,  complained  between  times  of  severe  pain  in  the  right 
hypochondria,  passed  into  a  collapse,  and  gave  signs  of  internal 
hemorrhage  at  some  indetermined  place.  At  midnight  she  had 
rallied,  respiration  36  and  sighing,  temperature  96.6.  Stimu- 
lants rallied  the  pulse  to  120.  She  became  unconscious  about 
mid-day  of  the  9th,  and  died.  Post-mortem  found  the  abdomen 
full  of  thin,  pale  blood,  a  quart  of  black  clots  in  the  right  side, 
and  ^n  opening  as  large  as  a  bean  in  the  right  tube  near  the 
uterus, — the  whole  tube  much  enlarged. 


Tardy  Resuscitation. — Dr.  Batty  reported  a  marked  case  to 
the  National  Association.  A  child  was  still-born  in  a  breech 
presentation,  deeply  cyanosed,  cord  pulseless,  heart's  action 
very  feeble  and  irregular  and  soon  ceased  altogether.  Artificial 
respiration  by  inflation  was  kept  up  for  an  hour,  when  the  first 
light  sign  of  respiration  was  made.  Ten  minutes  after,  the 
second  breath  was  drawn ;  aed  at  the  end  of  two  hours  and  five 
minutes,  both  respiration  and  circulation  seemed  nearly  normal. 
All  went  well  for  about  two  hours,  when  mucous  rales  set  in 
and  the  child  died  suddenly. 


Version  by  External  Manipulation. —Dr.  Hubert  read  a  paper 
on  this  subject  before  the  Belgian  Medical  Academy,  published 
in  the  Lyons  (France)  Medical  Journal.  Upon  his  experience 
in  thirty-four  cases,  he  bases  his  belief  that  version,  when  it  be- 
comes necessary,  may  be  effected  far  more  easily  and  safely  by 
external  manipulation  than  by  the  usual  mode.  His  advice  is : 
To  place  the  mother  so  as  to  relax  the  abdomen  as  mach  as  pos- 
sible, and  make  the  manipulations  in  the  intervals  between  the 
pains.  It  is  best  practiced  before  labor  begins,  or  as  early  there- 
after as  possible.  It  is  best  to  endeavor  to  bring  down  that  pole 
of  the  fetus  which  is  nearest  the  pelvic  axis. 
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Give  Them  a  Chance. — ^The  Cincinnati  I^ancet  and  Clinic 
gives  a  list  of  city  physicians  absent  during  the  summer,  and 
facetiously  adds, — "The  fact  is,  a  very  respectable  nunxber  of 
men  take  in  so  much  lucre  in  the  practice  of  physic  in  the 
Queen  City,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  go  away 
from  home  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  stuff,  and — ^let  their  pa- 
tients have  a  chance.'' 


"Meddlesome  Midwifery." — Some  of  our  neighbors  are  ao:aiD 
running  wild  in  matters  of  obstetrical  interference.  Prof.  Bar- 
ker and  others  insist  that  the  physician  is  highly  censurable, 
unless  he  knows  that  he  has  not  left  a  particle  of  the  placenta  I 
behind  in  any  case  of  delivery.  This  cannot  always  be  decided 
by  an  examination  of  the  placenta ;  and  so  it  must  be  ascertained 
by  those  "scrapings"  of  the  uterine  wall  by  finger  and  curette, 
which  lay  the  basis  of  the  terrible  uterine  maladies  so  rapidly 
increasing.  Amid  so  much  brutality  (we  can  call  it  only  tbis)^ 
it  is  refreshing  to  hear  Dr.  J.  Morris,  of  Baltimore,  say,  in  the 
National  Association:  "He  thought  the  placenta  should  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  as  long  as  no  injurious  effect  resulted.  Nature 
is  quite  competent  to  manage  the  great  mtgority  of  cases  of 
abortion.  This  matter  of  retained  placenta  he  considered  a 
needless  bug-bear  in  the  eyes  of  the  profession.  He  considered 
that  the  bad  effect  of  this  leaching  was,  that  it  induced  the 
young  practitioner  to  plunge  into  meddlesome  midwifery." 


Post  Partum  Hemorrhage. — Dr.  Foust,  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical 
Record,  gives  six  cases  of  post  partum  hemorrhage,  treated  var- 
iously with  ergot,  internally  and  hypodermically,  introduction 
of  the  hand,  abdominal  compression,  aortic  compression,  ice, 
vinegar  within  the  uterus,  and  hot  water  injections.  He  has 
settled  down  upon  intra-uterine  injections  of  tinct.  iodine.  So 
long  as  our  neighbors  are  in  such  haste  with  their  ergot  and 
forceps  during  labor,  they  will  meet  the-e  frightful,  uncontrol- 
lable hemorrhages.  We  never  hear  of  any  such  among  Physio- 
Medicalists,  for  our  practice  has  no  particular  trouble  with 
these  hemorrhages.  "Med  lesome  midwifery"  first  causes  them, 
and  then  butchers  them  up. 


Editorial   Depa  rtment. 


PHILADELPHIA    DIPLOMA  SHOPS. 


Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  in  the  diploma-sell- 
ing business  for  many  years.  He  managed  several  so-called 
'^colleges,"  where  no  instruction  was  given,  but  where  "diplo- 
mas" were  issued  for  money.  His  prices  ran  from  $5.  to  $100., 
according  to  the  purse  of  his  victim.  He  fattened  on  those 
wretched  men  who  are  too  lazy  to  earn  an  honorable  standing, 
but  are  corrupt  enough  to  buy  them.  He  actually  organized  a 
"National  Convention."  He  was  arreste.',  in  June,  for  his  illegal 
traffic.  His  books  show  some  11,000  diploma-buyers,  scattered 
all  over  the  country.  They  call  themselves  medical  "Reformers," 
and  ask  honest  physicians  and  honest  colleges  to  recognize  them, 
while  they  swindle  the  public.  The  man  who  buys  a  diploma, 
knows  that  he  is  acting  dishonestly ;  and  so  does  the  man  who 
sella.  At  last  Buchanan  and  his  willing  dupes  have  come  to 
grief.  The  Philadelphia  Daily  Record  has  published  lists  of 
names  on  his  books ;  and  thus  shown  their  real  status.  It  is  well 
for  men  to  know  that  their  rascality  will  in  time  be  exposed, 
and  they  brought  to  shame  for  it. 

The  published  lists  give  some  quite  unexpected  names.  We 
note  these :  Vermont:  J.  Templeton,  8.  Templeton,  S.  R.  Wil- 
cox, S.  F.  Washburn,  G'  0.  Washburn,  W.  S.  Cheney,  0.  0.  True. 
Georgia;  G.  T.  Watts,  C.  E.  Watts,  J.  R.  Simmons,  P.  Simmons, 
W  New*man,  T.  A.  Singleton,  I.  J.  M.  Goss.  j^ew  York:  B.  Keith, 
B.  N.  Bedortha,  H.  E.  Firth.  Connecticut:  A.  J.  Jacques,  F.  S. 
Burr.  Maine:  E.  G.  Jones.  Michigan:  M.  S.  Chamberlain,  G. 
Chamberlain.  And  thus  on  and  on,  by  thousands.  Send  for 
the  Daily  Record  of  July  17,  and  see  the  frightful  lists.  I.  J.  M. 
6os8,  whose  slushy  stuff  on  Materia  Medica  has  been  delighting 
the  eclectics,  is  a  ^^Buchanan  graduate." 
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Dr.  Paine,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  so  much  admired  and  de- 
fended by  Dr.  Curtis  some  twenty  years  ago,  has  been  in  the 
same  business.  Some  of  his  lists  are  given  in  the  Record 
Amongst  them  we  see  S.  Rinehart  of  Michigan,  the  late  W.  S. 
Merrell  of  Ohio,  E.  K.  Prettyman  of  Delaware-  Also  J.  Stolz, 
of  Oliio,  who  recently  issued — in  his  own  solitary  name — a  call 
for  a  National  Convention  to  squelch  the  Illinois  Medical  Laws  \ 
It  was  a  '^Mass  Convention,"  and  was  attended  by  Stolz  and  one 
other  man. 

We  are  glad  of  this  exposure,  and  thank  the  Record  for  its 
manly  work.  Such  fellows  want  honorable  men  to  keep  up  good 
colleges,  so  that  the  profession  shall  be  respectable;  but  they 
will  not  support  those  colleges,  being  "too  busy"  to  attend  lec- 
tures, and  so  huy  diplomas.  Then  they  want  the  entire  profes- 
sion to  recognize  them,  and  to  sail  in  the  same  boat  with  them ; 
Men  who  do  not  support  professional  honor,  have  no  claim  to  be 
protected  by  the  profession  they  disgrace.  Let  them  be  cast  off, 
and  sail  down  to  shame  with  the  men  they  have  patronized. 


•o- 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— ^The  genial  editors  of  the  Amerioan  Practitioner  are  mad, 
and  have  ''done  gone  and  done  it."  They  refuse  to  exchange 
with  us,  and  have  returned  our  May  number  with  some  very 
naughty  words  pencilled  on  it.  We  presume  our  article  on  Pro- 
fessional Prejudices  ended  our  days  with  them.  It  may  not 
have  been  pleasant  to  show  from  the  Practitioner  how  '^bigoted, 
fogyish,  and  obstinate  and  conceited"  the  allopathic  profession 
is ;  but  it  would  be  better  for  that  people  not  to  make  such  his- 
tory, and  then  they  would  not  have  to  write  about  it  themselves. 
We  would  be  happy  to  enlighten  them  in  a  better  way;  but  if 
they  positively  reject  our  benevelent  efforts,  and  determine  to 
remain  ^'bigoted,  fogyish,  obstinate  and  conceited,"  we  can  only 
regret  the  choice  they  have  made. 

— We  solicit  practical  articles  from  the  profession,  and  our 
cause  needs  their  communications.    But  when  a  man  with  a 
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"boughten"  diploma  reports  an  ordinary  cold  as  a  case  of  acute 
ovaritis,  and  tells  about  giving  4-grain  doses  of  podophyllin, 
we  decline. 

-—Have  you  bought  one  or  two  dollars  worth  of  the  addresses 
by  Dr.  Law  and  Prof.  Tait  ?  If  not,  we  advise  you  to  do  it,  for 
it  is  the  very  thing  that  live  Physio-Medicalists  need  to  hand 
around  to  thinking  people.  It  is  published  by  the  Ohio  Society 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  profession.  Now,  gentlemen,  put  your 
hand  in  your  pocket  and  send  for  a  supply,  and  ddnt  let  your 
own  stinginess  kill  you. 

— Every  summer,  for  eight  years  past,  a  body  of  Physio-Medi- 
calists have  busied  themselves  circulating  the  report  that  the 
Physio- Medical  Institute  was  dead,  and  would  not  hold  a  ses. 
sion  that  year.  The  tale  is  in  circulation  again,  and  from  every 
section  come  letters  inquiring  if  it  is  true.  No :  it  is  not  true , 
and  the  men  who  put  the  story  in  motion,  know  very  well  that 
it  is  not  true.  It  is  a  contemptible  piece  of  falsehood,  designed 
to  prevent  students  from  coming  to  the  Istitute.  But  some  men 
have  no  hope  of  succeeding  by  their  own  merits,  and  so  try  to 
get  on  by  falsifying  other  men.  The  Institute  minds  its  own 
business,  never  maligns  other  colleges,  gives  a  most  thorough 
education,  has  the  grandest  clinical  facilities,  treats  all  students 
alike,  aud  expects  a  fine  class  this  fall. 

— In  two  weeks  we  have  received  34  letters  asking  if  we  will 
sell  our  books  to  persons  not  students  cf  the  P.-M.  Institute. 
The  question  looks  absurd ;  but  it  springs  from  a  story  circulated 
for  four  years,  and  pushed  vigorously  since  we  issued  the  Prac- 
tice. By  asserting,  almost  swearing:,  that  we  will  not  sell  to  any 
but  those  who  come  to  the  Instututb,  it  is  desisned  to  make  us 
appear  as  a  business  idiot,  and  to  place  us  as  a  bull-dozer  over 
other  men.  And  then  by  giving  preference  to  eclectic  books,  it 
is  hoped  that  our  sales  will  be  crippled,  our  publishing  business 
stopped,  and  our  second  volume  prevented.  One  might  suppose 
this  was  the  work  of  the  enemy;  but  it  is  the  deliberate,  sys* 
tematic,  persistent  work  of  Physio-Medicalists.  It  is  our  rule  to 
let  falsehoods  run  their  own  vile  course ;  but  this  one  has  been 
told  so  constantly,  that  many  good  men  are  getting  to  believe 
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it.  We  merely  say  there  is  not,  and  never  was,  one  word  ot 
truth  in  it.  We  sell  our  books  to  all  men  who  want  them,  and 
on  exactly  the  same  cash  terms  to  all. 

— ^It  cost  us  an  unexpected  delay  to  obtain  some  of  the  matter 
needed  about  old-time  affairs,  and  this  threw  the  July  Gazette 
far  behind  time.  The  quality  of  that  number  will  pay  for  the 
waiting,  and  the  other  numbers  will  be  pushed  up. 


•0- 
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Martin  F.  Ooomes,  M.  D.,  has  made  a  very  serviceable  book 
on  the  subject  of  Nasopharyngeal  Catarrh.  He  includes  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts,  examination,  and  the  various  modes  of 
local  and  constitutional  medication.  We  cannot  accept  a  large 
per  cent,  of  his  remedies,  for  there  are  many  better  ones ;  but 
his  work  is  a  suggestive  and  useful  one.  Published  by  Bradley 
and  Gilbert,  Louisville.    $2.00 

The  subscribers  to  Wood's  Standard  Medical  Library  for  1880, 
have  a  rich  and  unexpected  treat  furnished  them  in  Vol,  VIII. 
This  is  a  reprint  of  Dr.  Henry  Savage's  famous  plates  on  the 
Surgical  Pathology  and  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Female  Pelvic 
Organs.  These  plates  are  drawn  from  nature,  and  are  of  great 
interest  to  the  physician.  The  English  work  sells  for  $12.;  and 
Messrs  Wood  &  Go.  have  done  a  most  generous  thing  in  placing 
it  in  this  year's  Library  for  |1.50.  As  the  Librfiry  progresses, 
the  volumes  get  more  useful. 

"Golden  Days,"  published  weekly,  is  a  very  attractiue  paper 
for  the  young  people.  Its  tone  is  always  pure,  amid  plenty  of 
good  stories  it  mingles  a  full  share  of  the  best  information,  and  it 
is  beautifully  illustrated.  Published  by  J.  Elverson,  Philadel- 
phia.    Subscription,  $3.00  a  year. 

Among  the  ablest  of  our  exchanges,  we  place  the  New  York 
Medical  Journal,  published  monthly  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co. 
Terms,  $4.00  a  year. 
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ARSENICAL  POISONING  FROM  WALL  PAPERS.— CASES. 

WILLARD  H.  MORSE,  M.  D, 


It  is  a  well-established  and  proved  fact  that  wall-paper  cov- 
ered with  arsenical  pigment  will,  under  favorable  condition}?, 
produce  in  the  human  individual  symptoms  of  arsenical  poison- 
ing. The  paper  so  covered  is  commonly  cheap  and  much  used. 
The  paper  itself  is  thin,  and  the  figuring  is  unglazed  and  may 
be  rubbed  off  by  the  hand.  The  pigment  consists  of  a  prepared 
arsenite  of  copper,  which  does  not  proportion  ably  differ  from 
Paris  green,  except  that  with  that  basis  are  mixed  cheap  earthy 
substances,  which  do  not  in  the  least  neutralize  the  toxical 
properties  of  the  arsenite.  It  is  found  that  the  amount  of  arsenic 
varies  with  the  shade  of  color;  the  nearer  the  color  of  the  figure 
approaches  the  natural  color  of  the  Paris  or  Scheele's  green,  the 
larger  the  proportion  of  the  poison. 

The  literature  on  the  subject  is  somewhat  extensive,  and 
among  reliable  authorities  may  be  mentioned  Kirchgasser,  Del- 
pech,  Taylor,  Huseman,  and  Rieckher.  Huseman  speaks  of  a 
wall-paper  manufactured  in  Germany,  tinted  by  aceto-arseuite 
of  copper,  as  especially  dangerous ;  and  Taylor  also  refers  to  the 
same.  This  coloring  is  occasionally  used  in  our  American  wall- 
papers, and  is  known  as  "emerald-green,"  but  I  find  that  w^lien 
it  is  used  it  is  on  a  better  paper  and  is  glazed.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly true  that  glazing,  except  when  partially  destroyed  by  at- 
trition, moisture,  or  other  agencies,  prevents  in  a  measure  the 
dissemination  of  the  poison.    It  is  found  to  be  more  costly  for 
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the  manufacturer  to  use  the  more  deleterious  poison  on  our 
cheaper  papers,  and  as  a  consequence  a  poison  doubly  subtle  is 
not  so  often  distributed.  Cupric  salt  acting  on  an  alkaline  ar- 
senite  produces  the  cupric  arsenite;  while  to  prepare  the  aceto- 
arsenite,  resource  is  h<ad  to  verdigris  and  acetic  acid  as 
agents. 

I  have  just  met  with  the  following  case,  which  seems  to  me 
to  be  of  more  than  ordinary  interest : 

The  family  of  Mr.  B.,  consisting  of  himself  and  wife,  two 
daughters,  a  son,  and  a  young  man  boarding  with  them,  were 
the  subjects  of  the  toxicasmia,  all  having  symptoms  of  the  poi- 
soning. All  had  been  in  good  general  health  until  they  removed 
to  their  present  residence  in  March  last,  shortly  after  which  the 
poison  began  to  manifest  itself.  The  bed-room  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.,  the  chamber  of  Mr.  W.,  the  gentleman  boarder,  the 
dining-room,  hall,  and  kitchen,  were  all  hung  with  paper  figured 
with  green.  It  was  a  cheap  article,  very  showy,  and  had  been 
but  recently  put  on  the  walls.  Several  months  passed  before 
the  family  began  to  show  any  signs  of  disease.  The  train  of 
symptoms  in  the  members  of  the  family  all  partook  of  a  similar 
nature,  but  were  nevertheless  quite  different  in  the  several 
individuals. 

Mrs.  B.  was  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  with  her  face  to  the  wall, 
and  it  is  noteworthy  that  her  bed-room  being  situated  off  of  the 
kitchen,  the  paper  was  daily  saturated  with  steam  from  the 
water  over  the  range.  The  walls  of  the  other  rooms  were  also 
kept  wet  from  the  same  source,  and  in  these  rooms  the  female 
members  of  the  family  were  commonly  employed. 

Mrs.  B.  complained  of  a  general  feeling  of  malaise  for  several 
weeks  prior  to  any  further  illness.  She  lost  her  appetite;  her 
eyes  became  sore  and  irritable ;  her  mouth,  especially  in  the 
morning,  had  an  unpleasant  metallic  taste.  She  had  an  almost 
continual  headache,  the  pain  being  dull  and  heavy  in  the  frontal 
region,  and  a  sense  of  pressure  over  the  temples.  She  was  ner 
vous  and  excitable ;  and  at  times  feverish.  Frequently  after  the 
morning  meal  the  nausea  was  so  great  that  she  was  attacked 
with  vomiting,  never  however  of  a  very  depressing  nature.  She 
was  confined  to  her  bed. 

Mr.  B.  had  the  following  symptoms :  Daily  morning  headaches, 


At senical  Poisoning  from  Wall  Papers. — Cases,  267 

frequent  attacks  of  gastric  cntarrh,  nauseu,  fciiiitness,  attacks  of 
violeat  vomiting,  no  appetite  in  the  morning,  colicky  pains, 
and  a  general  and  increasing  feeling  of  sickness. 

Miss  E.  B.  had  many  o^  the  symptoms  of  which  her  parents 
complained,  besides  languor  and  sore  eyes.  One  of  her  promi- 
nent symptoms,  which  I  did  not  find  in  any  other  of  the  family^ 
was  a  chronic  throat  trouble  that  the  vapor  of  the  kitchen  served 
to  irritate.  She  was  under  treatment  at  the  time  for  a  func- 
tional disease. 

Miss  S.  B.  complained  of  weakness  and  general  debility,  a 
raw  state  of  the  throat,  catarrh,  nausea,  headache,  and  a  poor 
appetite. 

Mr.  J.  B.,  a  young  man  living  a  fast  life,  had  some  symptoms 
of  a  disease — with  which  he  was  affected  as  a  resu.t  of  his  ex- 
cess— aggravated  by  the  poison.  He  also  had  several  of  the 
local  symptoms  referred  to  in  the  cases  of  other  members  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  W.,  who  had  been  poisoned  twice  previously  by  accident, 
although  not  so  much  exposed  as  the  others,  seems  to  have  been 
more  susceptible  to  the  poison  than  they.  He  complained  of  a 
headache,  cramp,  muscular  weakness,  nervousness,  prostration 
of  strength,  diarrhea,  a  metallic  taste,  and  inflamed  fauces,  con- 
gestion of  the  CO  jujictivae,  and  at  the  worst  stage  a  swelling  of 
the  face,  and  soreness  of  the  bones  of  the  head. 

Becoming  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  symptoms,  I  diag- 
nosed arsenicism.  Mrs.  B.  stated  to  me  that  on  applying  to  a 
physician  in  the  city  for  treatment,  he  had  enquired  of  her  if 
she  had  not  been  accidentally  poisoned ;  and  my  suspicions  be- 
ing aroused  in  this  way,  I  made  enquiries  as  to  whether  she  had 
taken  poison.  I  could  not  find  any  foundation  for  my  suspicions, 
until  by  accident  I  noticed  the  wall  paper.  The  family  were  all 
under  medical  treatment  at  the  time  for  "genernl  debility." 

Mr.  W.,  it  seems,  was  affected  as  above  described  during  his 
residence  here  for  two  months  last  spring,  and  again  developed 
similar  symptoms  on  his  return  in  September.  While  elsewhere 
during  the  summer,  his  health  was  good.  Another  interesting 
point  was  that  the  three  ladies  who  were  now  confined  to  the 
house  were  more  affected  than  the  gentlemen,  whose  occupations 
took  them  from  home. 
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I  analyzed  some  of  the  paper,  and  also  some  of  the  green  pow- 
der scraped  from  it.  The  method  of  analysis  which  I  find  most 
convenient  and  exact,  is  to  soak  a  piece  of  paper  in  ammonia 
until  the  color  is  removed,  and  a  precipitate  of  blue  copper  com- 
pound is  formed,  which  dissolved  more  or  less  in  the  ammonia. 
This  blue  liquor  poured  over  crystals  of  argenti  nitras  coats  the 
crystals  with  a  yellow  arsenite  of  silver  if  arsenic  be  present. 
The  relative  determination  of  the  amount  of  the  metal  present 
is  followed  upon  this  test  by  the  use  of  Huseman's  method. 

The  paper  from  Mrs.  B.'s  bed-room,  and  a  hall,  yielded  47  per 
cent,  of  arsenic  by  one  test,  and  not  as  much  at  a  second  trial. 
Probably  there  was  at  least  40  per  cent,  present.  The  paper 
from  Mr.  W.'s  room  was  a  better  article,  and  I  failed  to  find 
more  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  or  thirty  grains  to  the  square 
foot. 

Unmistakably  the  six  individuals  exhibited  signs  of  arseni- 
cism,  and  if  the  large  amount  present  be  considered,  it  need 
not  be  surprising  that  the  case  was  such.  As  soon  as  I  stated 
the  results  of  my  investigation  to  Mrs.  B.,  she  had  the  paper  re- 
moved, and  the  walls  re-papered  with  a  light  article.  Not  a 
week  later  she  informed  me  that  she  was  better  than  she  had 
been  in  many  months. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  arsenical  paper  in  such  common 
use  is  a  cause  of  arsenicism  wherever  found,  as  direct  analysis 
will  prove.  We  hear  much  of  sewer  gas  as  a  toxic  rgent,  but  I 
think  that  arsenical  wall-papers  are  fully  as  deleterious,  and 
that  many  limes  the  presence  of  such  papers  will  correct  the 
making  of  a  diagnosis  of  disease. 


THE  MERCURIAL  TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS. 

PROF.  W\  F.  TAIT,  M.  D., 


[Contributed  to  the  Ohio  Physio-Medical  Society,  May,  1880.] 

Some  observations  on  Venereal  complaints  as  treated  of  b}' 
modern  syphilographers,  may  not  be  witliout  interest  to  the 
members  of  the  Ohio  P.M.  Society.  Here,  perhaps,  is  di9i)la3'ed 
to  its  fullest  the  old  idea  of  ''substitution."     Here  the  ancient, 
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heroic  mercury  plays  one  of  its  most  important  parts  in  the 
problem  of  human  health  and  life.  In  this  field  of  remedial  re- 
search and  action  do  our  allopathic  brethern  display  their  great- 
est intolerance  to  all  that  oppose  them.  Nowhere  else,  it  is  be- 
lieved, do  these  "regulars"  so  persistently  refuse  to  accept  the 
published  statements  of  equally  intelligent  men  of  other  schools, 
as  in  what  is  said  on  this  class  of  complaints ;  aye,  it  is  manifest 
that  they  many  times  refuse  to  accept  the  evidence  of  their  own 
professional  senses,  when  they  point  to  cures  in  certain  ascer- 
tained cases  of  syphilis  without  mercury. 

It  will  not  do,  as  we  have  seen,  to  point  out  that  many  of  the 
venereal  cases  they  diagnose  as  amongst  those  that  demand 
this  drug,  recover  under  a  treatment  where  none  of  it  is  used. 
All  such  are  classed  by  them  as  amongst  those  that  would  have 
recovered  without  treatment  at  all.  No  allowance  will,  in  such- 
cases  be  made  for  the  fact  that  they  get  well  in  much  shorter 
time  than  the  known  history  of  kindred  cases  do  without  treat- 
ment, unless  they  have  been  managed  with  mercury.  It  does 
not  do  to  show  that  their  text-books  and  many  practitioners 
chronicle  untoward  effects  from  the  so-called  medicinal  use  of 
he  drug  in  the  properly  selected  cases  of  syphilis,  according  to 
"regular"  modes  of  selection.  All  such  persons  are  pronounced 
as  unfitted  to  attempt  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases.  That 
is  to  say,  if  any  allopathist  attempts  to  follow  the  exact  rules 
laid  down  by  their  skilled  brethren  for  the  treatment  of  such 
cases,  and  fails  to  give  mercury  to  "the  point  of  tolerance" 
without  doing  mischief  with  the  agent,  such  an  one  is  prompt- 
ly pronounced  unfitted  to  treat  such  syphilitic  cases. 

First,  then,  what  is  "the  point  of  mercurial  tolerance"?  Shorn 
of  the  halo  of  allopathic  laudation  that  is  habitually  thrown 
around  it,  and  we  find  it  to  be  that  point  to  which  this  drug  can 
be  pushed,  so  that  it  will  "substitute  its  own  pathological  i)ro- 
cesses"  within  the  human  frame,  for  the  syphilitic  processes  al- 
ready in  existence,  and  no  untoward  results  arise  other  than 
"touching  the  gums."  Manifestly  the  system  must  be  drugged 
with  it  until  laraely  all  the  secretions  of  the  body,  and  to  a  con- 
siderable degree  the  various  tissues  of  the  frome,  are  drenched 
with  this  toxicant;  and  is  the  syphilitic  disease  is  subdued,  as 
sometimes  happens,  the  mercurial  disease  takes  its  place.    This 
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is  a  clear  ousting  of  one  very  undesirable  disease -pooducing 
agency,  to  make  room  for  another  produce  of  a  disease  more 
rapidly  destructive  of  the  life  and  health  of  the  framework  at- 
tacked than  the  one  already  existing;  one  too  that  is  quite  as 
sure  in  its  pathological  inroads  as  that  which  it  takes  the  place 
of.  The  use  of  such  an  agent  can  only  be  justified  on  the  hy- 
pothesis that  no  other  will  do  the  work  that  it  is  claimed  this 
one  does. 

No  wonder  that  we  find  our  '^regular"  neighbors  so  strenous 
in  their  denial  of  the  efilciency  of  any  and  every  agency  in  the 
cure  of  this  disease — that  is,  certain  selected  cases  of  it  that  will 
be  considered  farther  on ;  for  if  the  cases  in  which  they  habit- 
ually use  mercurial  agents  will  get  well  as  quickly  and  even 
much  more  quickly  under  the  use  of  sanative  agents,  their  long- 
\;ont)nued  and  persistent  nse  of  this  noxious  drug  is  deserving 
of  the  severest  reprobation,  in  view  of  the  serious  results  that 
have  happened  in  the  hands  of  their  most  skillful  men  when  ad- 
ministering it  for  the  cure  of  these  selected  syphilitic  cases.  We 
must  do  these  gentlemen  the  courtesy  to  say  that  they  allege 
the  possibility  of  administering  mercury  in  any  proierly  selected 
case  of  syphilis,  to  the  point  of  curing  the  same ;  but  we  remind 
them,  at  the  same  time,  that  their  own  writings  show  numerous 
serious  accidents  in  the  hands  of  even  their  own  properly  se- 
lected cases  of  the  disease.  We  go  a  step  farther,  and  show,  in 
thousands  of  cases,  that  our  Physio-Medical  remedies  actually 
do  cut  short  the  ordidary  duration  of  those  cases  that  are  diag- 
nosed to  require  mercury  by  allopathists,  but  would  get  well 
without  treatment  of  any  kind ;  that  they  cure  such  other  cases 
as  would  not  recover  at  all  without  medication,  and  that  our 
neighbors  say  must  have  mercury ;  and,  further,  that  these  san- 
ative remedies  neither  jeopardize  the  wellfare  of  the  body  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  trearment,  nor  leave  behind  efiects  to  be 
recovered  from  that  are  the  direct  pathologive  of  their  own  ac* 
tion,  as  mercury  oftentimes  does. 

But  again,  what  are  properly  selected  cases  of  syphilis,  for 
which  mercury  is  the  remedy  ?  Here  we  enter  upon  a  field  of 
investigation  that,  though  diligently  cultivated,  especially  with- 
in the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  is  net  a  promising  one  so  far  as 
the  practical  results  of  treatment  are  concerned.  In  consequence 
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of  the  injury  done  in  administering  mercury  in  what  was  for- 
merly called  "soft  chancre,"  a  new  consideration  of  the  pathol- 
ogy of  venereal  was  undertaken ;  and  many  things  pointed  to  a 
division  into  two  diseases  of  that  which  Hunter,  Ricord,  and 
similar  men  had  considered  as  but  a  single  disease  with  some- 
what variable  types.  As  a  result,  we  have  now  an  accepted 
theory  of  chancre  and  chancroid ;  the  former  a  constitutional 
and  the  latter  a  local  disease.  The  former  is  now  considered  as 
the  only  true  syphilis;  the  latter,  while  admitted  to  be  a  vener- 
eal disease,  is  considered  one  that  does  not  taint  the  system  at 
all.  It  is  in  the  so-called  true  syphilis  that  mercury  is  allow- 
able ;  but  in  the  latter,  never.  It  is  admitted  that  other  reasons 
are  stated  as  causes  leading  to  the  investigation  that  gave  us 
this  theory  of  chancre  and  chancroid ;  but  it  may  fairly  be  ques- 
tioned whether  anything  but  the  injury  inflicted  in  soft  chancre 
cases  by  the  use  of  mercury  would  have  quickened  these  gen- 
tlemen into  such  a  designation,  when  we  remember  how  they 
stand  by  their  own  authorities,  and  are  averse  to  investigate 
until  the  word  for  it  has  been  given  by  them. 

We  are  now  at  a  point  where  we  may  pertinently  enquire, 
Why  can  not  the  human  frame  tolerate  a  drug  possessing  the 
power  that  mercury  does  of  substituting  its  own  pathological 
action  for  that  of  some  other  disease-producer,  as  well  in  a  pure- 
ly local  disease — as  chancroid  is  held  to  be — as  it  can  in  a  con- 
stitutional diseasA,  as  all  admit  chancre  to  be?  What  is  in  the 
one  case  that  debars  the  toxicant,  or  in  the  other  that  renders  it 
the  great  remedy  in  the  premises  ?  Does  mercury  do  harm  in 
every  case  of  chancroid  ?  Certainly  not.  Does  every  case  of 
chancre  treated  with  it  escape  injury  altogether?  By  no  man- 
ner of  means,  our  regular  brethren  themselves  being  witnesses. 
Do  not  many  cases  treated  with  Physio- Medical  remedies  recov- 
er as  quickly  and  even  more  quickly,  as  perfectly  and  in  such 
a  manner  as  leaves  no  eflects  of  the  remedies  used  to  be  recov- 
ered from,  and  with  altogether  more  certainty,  than  do  those 
treated  with  mercury?  Most  assuredly.  These  statements  are 
beyond  any  dispute.  They  are  now  a  part  of  the  history  of 
venereal. 

After  patient  and  prolonged  consideration  of  all  that  is  in- 
volved, I  think  we  may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  mercury  is 
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better  tolerated  in  what  is  called  chancre  than  in  chancroid,  be- 
cause the  former  is  the  chronic,  and  the  latter  is  the  acute  dis- 
ease ;  and  that  it  is  granted  more  time  and  less  vital  resistance 
in  the  chronic  form  than  is  accorded  in  the  acute;  so  that  its 
substitution  of  its  own  pathological  effects  for  those  of  the 
syphilis,  cannot  be  so  successfully  resisted  in  the  one  as  in  the 
Many  things  in  the  individual  characteristics  of  the  two  t3'pes 
of  venereal,  stamp  this  conclusion  as  more  than  an  hypothesis. 
It  would  be  an  interesting  field  of  study,  did  time  permit;  but 
only  an  allusion  or  two  are  possible  at  this  juncture,  viz.:  the 
longer  time  taken  for  the  development  of  chancre  than  for 
chancroid;  the  greater  local  manifestations  in  the  latter  over 
the  former — for  no  one  denies  constitutional  troubles  in  the 
acute  disease ;  the  fact  of  a  necessity  for  immediate  coAtact  in 
order  to  infection  by  either,  etc. 

All  syphilographers  admit  that  syphilis  is  a  8el/-limited  dis- 
ease in  most  cases.  They  also  find  chancroid  pre-emeinently  the 
same,  but  running  its  appointed  course  in  a  much  shorter  space 
of  time.  All  will  concede  that  either  may  prove  fatal  in  rare 
instances,  and  that  chancre  is  the  more  likely  of  the  two  to  be 
followed  by  such  untoward  consequences.  Such  being  a  part 
of  the  clinical  history  of  these  two,  who  is  prepared  to  success- 
fully deny  that  sanative  agents  properly  used  will  effect  cures 
of  either?  When  men  who  use  none  other  than  natural  reme- 
dies in  the  treatment  of  both  habitually  succeed,  what  kind  of 
credence  should  be  given  to  men  who  will  not  depend  on  any- 
thing that  has  not  mercury  with  it,  when  they  assert  that  no- 
thing but  this  latter  drug  will  do  ?  It  would,  at  least,  be  de- 
cently professional  for  them  to  laud  their  own  mode  of  ti^eat- 
ment  without  attacking  that  of  men  who  depend  upon  and  suc- 
ceed with  the  sanative  remedies  alone. 

But  we  are  interested  to  know  how  this  treatment  bv  substi- 
tution  progresses  without  establishing  two  forms  of  disease, — 
the  venereal  and  the  mercurial, — in  many  cases?  It  cannot  be 
successfully  denied  that  we  have  two  different  diseases  many 
times  existing  together;  and  the  observations  of  numerous  dis- 
tin£:uished  men  have  shown  the  co-existence  of  those  caused  bv 
mercury  and  the  syphilitic  poison.  Here,  again,  our  authors 
will  undoubtedly  deny  the  ability  of  that  man  who  is  so  unfor- 
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tunate  as  to  have  this  happen  in  his  treatment  of  syphilitic 
cases,  to  manage  that  class  of  diseases.  But  it  a]  pears  to  men 
who  never  use  the  mercurials,  that  this  is  a  begging  of  the 
whole  question.  There  is  no  unbroken  line  of  favorable  results 
in  the  mercurial  treatment  of  this  disease,  that  entitles  its  ad- 
vocates to  say  that  they  do  no  harm,  even  where  they  effect  no 
good  by  the  use  of  this  drug. 

AgainJ:  Is  the  establishment  of  the  mercurial  disease  in  the 
place  of  the  S3^philitic,  a  mode  of  cure  that  nature  imitates  ? 
No  one  will  be  so  fool-hardy  as  to  answer  yes.  Then  what 
guarantee  can  we  have,  that  the  influence  this  drug  has  on  the 
human  frame  when  administered  for  the  so-called  cure  of  syph- 
ilis, will  lead  the  frame  nearer  to  health  than  it  is  at  the  first  ad- 
ministration of  it?  If  the  answer  is,  that  experience  demon- 
strates its  ability  to  cure  in  properly  selected  cases ;  the  counter 
stateme.it  must  be  allowed,  that  this  very  experience,  thus  re- 
lied on,  also  shows  numberless  failures  to  cure  in  this  field  of 
selected  cases ;  and  that  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  such  fail 
ures  and  such  accidents  as  occur  in  its  use,  are  due  to  the  toxic 
nature  of  the  drug  and  its  consequent  unadaptedness  to  the  na- 
ture of  this  disease,  rather  than  to  any  misapplication  of  it  in 
any  case  where  it  does  harm.  Nay,  further,  that  the  apparently 
fortuitous  results  arriving  from  its  use  are  amongst  those  acci- 
dental facts,  that  mark  the  pathway  of  much  of  the  medical 
blundering  that  passes  for  science,  even  in  this  day. 

But  again :  Can  any  one  explain  the  discrepancy  betwee;^ 
the  natural  cure  of  syphilis  without  medicine,  that  all  observers 
admit  is  accomplished  in  many  cases ;  and  the  artificial  so-called 
cures  of  it  by  mercury  that  is  claimed  in  many  other  cases;  and 
still  insist  that  that  mode  of  treatment  which  almost  resembles 
the  natural  mode  of  cure  is  the  one  we  cannot  rely  on,  but,  in- 
stead, that  one  is  reliable  only  that  substitutes  its  own  diseased 
processes  for  those  already  in  existence  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to 
believe  that  when  aided  in  its  own  way,  nature  is  less  able  to 
restore  natural  conditions,  than  if  foreign  and  pathological  pro 
cesRes  are  invoked  to  accomplish  that  same  end  ?  To  answer 
such  a  question,  we  have  but  to  point  to  the  results  of  experience 
under  the  two  diametrically  opposed  modes  of  treatment;  by 
which  it  will  be  clearly  shown,  that  the  mercurial  mode  of  sub- 
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stitution  is  largely  unreliable  and  dangerous,  while  the  natural 
mode  of  sanative  agents,  is  certain,  quick  and  safe.  That  the 
former  is  many  times  followed  by  fatal  sequelae ;  the  latter, 
never. 

A  substitution  of  diseased  processes  is  not  a  cure.  Nature 
may  be  so  goaded  during  the  substitution,  that  she  is  able  tx) 
clear  her  domain  of  the  existing  diseased  conditions,  and  the 
toxic  effects  of  the  agents  used ;  but  she  may  also  signally  fail 
in  one  or  both.  In  the  latter  event  we  have  "  multiplied  dis- 
eases,'^ and  should  expect  the  logical  sequel,  ^'  increased  their 
mortality."  On  the  contrary,  when  nature  is  struggling  unsuc- 
cessfuly  to  remove  diseased  conditions,  or  even  when  her  own 
powers  of  combat  would  take  a  long  time  to  eradicate  these; 
our  administration  of  sanative  remedies  is  only  furnishing  na- 
ture with  weapons  to  aid  her  to  succeed  in  the  conflict ;  her  own 
modes  are  aided  not  tliwarted,  and  her  apparatus  is  preserved, 
not  injured  by  the  weapons  that  are  put  into  her  hands. 

We  cannot  tell  exactly  what  the  modua-operandi  of  mercury 
is  upon  the  tissues  of  the  body ;  but  we  do  know  the  destruc- 
tive results  of  that  operation.  And  we  properly  infer  that  its 
operations  are  always  in  one  line,  m  so  far  as  it  influences  human 
structures.  We  are  at  an  equal  loss  to  tell  how  a  sanative  agent, 
capsicum,  for  instance — makes  its  power  felt  on  these  tissues, 
but  we  note  the  certainty  of  the  power  it  possesses  to  stimulate 
them  and  accelerate  the  flow  of  blood  through  the  vessels  of 
these  parts.  We  note  that  the  legitimate  results  growing  out 
of  the  use  of  mercury,  are  invariably  destructive ;  calculated  to 
impair  the  hold  vital  force  has  upon  living  structures;  there- 
fore to  carry  them  away  from  the  domain  of  vitality  altogether, 
and  to  place  them  in  a  new  relation  inimical  to  their  vital  wel- 
fare. But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  note  the  pow^r  possessed  by 
capsicum  to  aid  a  vigorous  and  free  flow  of  blood  in  all  vascu- 
lar structures ;  and  when  administered  in  a  case  where  there 
is  low  vitality  combined  with  diminished  vascularity,  this  living 
fluid  is  aided  on  its  highway  of  restoratitm.  Not  only  do  all 
tissues  feel  the  beneflcent  effects  of  increased  flow,  but  all  the 
functions  of  our  frames  are  more  perfectly  and  vigorously  per- 
formed. 

Now  the  question  is  :     Is  there  anything  in  the  syphilitic  dis- 
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ease  that  causes  it  to  stand  out  prominently  apart  from  all  oth- 
ers, so  that  it  demands  a  treatment  different  from  all  the  rest  ? 
In  other  words,  is  there  anything  about  this  loathsome  affection 
tosignalize  it  as  requiring  a '^specific"  treatment  for  its  name, 
rather  than  for  the  conditions  that  it  presents  for  consideration  ? 
Is  it  an  ailment  showing  no  changes  of  conditions  during  its  ex- 
istence and  progress?  Truth  compels  a  negative  answer  to 
each  one  of  these  questions.  Then  what  science  is  there  in  this 
use  of  mercury,  and  ignoring  nearly  all  sanative  agents  in  its 
treatment?  The  question  "will  not  down"  at  your  bidding, 
mercurialist.    It  demands  an  answer. 

It  is  quite  enough  foi  true  reformers  to  know  that  serious 
mischief  is  wrought  by  the  mercurial  mode  of  treatment  adopt- 
ed in  syphilis  by  most  allopathies  aild  other  pathics.  To  such 
as  know  the  power  and  potency  of  our  sanative  agents,  no 
other  arguments  are  needed  to  let  mercury  entirely  alone. 
Therefore,  the  only  final  word  I  would  say  is ;  let  it  be  clearly 
known  that  you  treat  all  sores,  syphilitic  and  chancroidal  in- 
cluded, with  their  constitutional  complications,  on  the  same 
general  principles,  having  reference  only  to  conditions. 

Oaleeburg  III. 


THE  NATIONAL  P.-M.  CONVENTION. 


In  our  last  issue,  we  gave  the  full  correspondence  between 
the  Ohio  and  Indiana  committees  on  this  subject,  up  to  August 
18th.  We  here  give  further  letters,  the  import  of  which  will  be 
obtained  by  reading  the  August  number.  Illinois  accepts  the 
Ohio  proposition. 


KoKOMo,  IiH).,  8,  21, 1880. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  containing  proposed  circular  received.  The 
circular  meets  with  my  approval,  except  the  clause  admitting 
'^Licentiates  of  Societies.^'  Permit  me  to  erase  that,  and  I  will 
sign  and  return  it.  Permit  it  to  remain,  and  the  whole  cause  for 
contention  is  left  open,  it  seems  to  me.  Restrict  to  ^^graduates*^ 
is  best,  I  think.  Fraternally  Yours,        S.  M.  White. 
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Cincinnati,  August  23,  1880. 

S.  M.  White,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  etc.,  Dear  Doctor  : — I  am 
this  morning  in  receipt  of  yours  of  Saturday,  21st.  Many  of  the 
older  and  abler  men  in  the  East,  and  some  in  the  South,  never 
graduated  at  all.  Others  graduated  in  the  eclectic  colleges  of 
Syracuse  and  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  when  these  were  almost  on  our 
platform.  Others  graduated  in  the  eclectic  college  at  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  when  it  was  very  nearly  of  us  and  Prof.  Coming? 
was  in  its  faculty.  A  few  were  allopathic  graduates.  Probably 
all  those  w.re  long  ago  licensed  by  State  Societies  ;  and  num- 
bers of  them  are  among  our  best  and  truest  men  to-day.  I  re 
call  the  names  of  Comings,  Stone,  M.S.Thompson,  Wilcox,  eto., 
etc.,  who  are  probably  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  lists. 
We  need  to  make  all  fair  efforts  to  get  their  co-operation.  They 
are  far  from  being  in  the  posture  of  modern  diploma-buyers : 
and  if  State  Societies  should  select  such  as  their  delegates,  we 
would  need  to  accept  them,  or  else  cut  off  some  of  our  best 
men  and  several  States  by  excluding  them.  I  think  we  conld 
save  ourselves  against  diploma-buyers,  and  such  like,  by  mak- 
ing that  clause  read  :  "Or  licentiates  of  not  less  than  fifteen 
years  standing  from  an  incorporated  State  Society;  or  graduates 
from  honorable  colleges  of  oth  .r  schools,  who  have  been 
licensed  by  a  State  P.M.  Society."  This,  with  prior  conditions 
^n  the  circular,  will  ensure  the  needed  safety ,  and  yet  leave 
eastern  and  southern  States  at  liberty  to  send  good  and  true 
men  of  the  classes  named. 

If  you  approve,  please  add  this  to  the  circular. 

You7'8  trulyy 

Wm.  H.  Cook,  Chairman. 


Up  to  this  date  (Sept.  25th)  the  Ohio  Committee  has  had  no 
response  from  the  Indiana  Committee.  We  have  had  numerous 
letters  of  hearty  approval  from  leading  men  in  many  States,  in- 
cluding several  from  Indiana ;  but  this  is  private  correspondence 
and  has  no  proper  place  in  the  official  correspondence  of  Com- 
mittees. 

The  Ohio  basis  is  one  of  equity  and  honor.  It  is  the  true 
American  idea.  It  proposes  an  affiliation  of  the  true  and  noble 
men  who  have  given  such  lustre  to  this  cause ;  and  a  rejection 
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of  no  man  but  the  miserable  scalawags  who  have  disgraced  the 
cause  and  hindered  its  progress.  If  we,  as  a  school  of  Medicine, 
attempt  to  cari^y  the  latter  for  the  sake  of  getting  their  in- 
fluence and  their  help,  we  become  a  party  to  their  disgrace  and 
kill  ourselves.  If  we  have  not  enough  vital  energy  to  cast 
them  oflF  as  a  corrupt  slough,  they  will  continue  to  taint  our 
blood  and  to  undermine  our  life. 

This  profession  has  a  body  of  as  true  men  as  ever  trod  the 
earth.  They  will  not  submit  to  an  association  with  dishonor- 
able men,  and  thereby  disgrace  themselves.  Ohio  proposes  to 
unite  those  true  men  in  a  way  that  will  prove  just  and  equitable ; 
that  will  secure  the  same  rights  to  all,  and  prevent  one  State  or 
section  from  over-riding  others.  We  seek  friendly  co-operation. 
The  need  of  such  unity  is  apparent  to  every  man.  We  believe 
that  every  point  taken  by  us  in  our  correspondence  with  the  In. 
diana  Committe,  is  sound  and  safe.  We  have  conspicuously 
sought  that  which  was  as  honorable  to  Indiana,to  Georgia,  to  New 
York,  and  to  all  the  States  as  to  Ohio.  We  aim  at  nothing  but 
open  fairness.  It  is  lor  the  profession  to  say  whether  they  want 
such  a  fair   and  just  convention   as  Ohio  proposes ;  or  whether 

they  reject  it. 

W.  H.  Cook.  >  ^, .     ^ 

H.  E.  Hoke.  \  ^^^0  Committee. 


■0- 
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Jamaica  Dogwood — Piscidia  Erythrine. — Maraculous  praises 
are  bestowed  on  this  article  ;  but  they  are  praises  of  a  narcotic 
which  has  long  been  used  in  Jamaica  to  stupefy  fish.  Dr.  W. 
H.  Rouse  gives  an  article  on  it  in  the  '^Therapeutic  Gazette," 
from  which  we  quote  portions:  "Suffering  human  beings  are 
ever  ready  to  bestow  benedictions  on  those  who  relieve  them 
of  pain,  and  thereby  render  their  return  to  health  or  to  mother 
earth  comparatively  tranquil.  The  materia  medica  contains 
many  valuable  remedies  for  the  relief  of  suffering.  Opium  with 
its  salts  stands  at  th3  head  of   the  li^^t.     But  in  lingering  dis 
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eases,  the  changes  from  one  to  another  of  the  narcotics  may  be 
tried  and  retried  till  the  whole  list  has  been  exhausted,  and  the 
patient  and  friends  still  clamor  for  something  else  to  soothe  the 
pain.  The  effects  of  Jamaica  dogwood  show  considerable  re* 
liance  may  be  placed  in  it  as  a  narcotic.  Its  action  is  not  so 
lasting  as  that  of  opium,  and  hence  the  doses  should  be  re- 
peated at  shorter  intervals.  It  is  quite  probable  paralysis  might 
result  from  excessive  doses." 


Viburnum  Bepens. — E.  A.  Anderson  M.D.  calls  attention  to 
this  plant  in  the  North  Carolina  Medical  Journal.  It  is  an  Ever- 
green creeping  species  of  the  huckleberry  family,  growing  in 
damp  places  through  the  South,  with  leaves  not  unlike  those  of 
the  uva  ursi.  He  describes  it  as  possessing  marked  diuretic 
properties  of  the  astringent  tonic  class,  greatly  sf  perior  to  either 
buchu  or  uva  ursi.  He  uses  a  strong  decoction  of  it  freely ;  and 
reports  a  number  of  dropsical  cases,  cases  of  renal  congestion, 
and  others  of  the  same  class,  where  its  effiects  were  most  admir- 
able. One  of  these  was  a  man  in  whom  valvular  disease  was 
suspected,  who  had  great  abdominal  dropsy  with  much  swelling 
of  the  feet  and  ankles,  scanty  and  high-colored  urine,  dyspnoea. 
A  strong  infusion  of  vaccinium  alone  was  given.  Copious 
diuresis  followed,  urine  clear,  abdomen  subsided,  tumefaction 
of  feet  disappeared,  breathing  became  easy.  The  dropy  had 
not  returned  at  the  end  of  two  years. 


Copaiba  in  Capsules. — In  the  Chicago  Druggist,  Mr.  Prall 
tells  his  method  of  filling  a  prescription  of  balsam  in  capsules. 
He  first  wet  the  lid  of  the  capsule  inside  with  a  camePs  hair 
brush  dipped  in  water;  then  filled  the  capsule  with  the  copaiba 
by  means  of  a  dropper  of  the  pipette  pattern ;  lastly  put  on  the 
wet  cap.  It  was  all  done  quickly  and  easily;  and  the  filled 
capsules  could  be  carried  about  without  dripping. 


Petroleum. — Dr.  Bloche  has  introduced  petroleum  to  the 
French  Therapeutic  Society,  under  the  name  of  Gabian  Oil. 
This  fanciful  title  is  given  so  as  to  avoid  prejudice  I  Capsules 
are  filled  with  the  crude  article,  which  is  now  becoming  a  pop- 
ular French  perscription  for  chronic  bronchitis. 
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Whipping  in  Hysteria. — M.  Henrot  reports  a  case  of  spasm  to 
a  PVench  Journal.  Patient,  a  girl  of  twelve  years,  who  was  at- 
tacked suddenly,  and  without  known  cause,  having  severe  con- 
vulsions and  barking  cough.  These  fits  had  been  repeated 
during  twelve  days,  and  all  the  antispasmodics  had  been  tried 
without  benefit.  No  disturbance  of  the  gfeneral  nervous  system 
seemed  to  exist.  At  the  first  fit  which  occurred  in  his  presence 
M.  Henrot  dipped  a  napkin  in  cold  water,  ^'  and  beat  the  patient 
unmercifully."  The  fit  ended  quickly,  and  has  not  returned.  It 
may  be  good  treatment  for  French  girls,  but  we  would  not  ad- 
vise any  one  to  attempt  it  in  America. 


Cold  Water  in  Fevers. — Prof.  Tandell,  in  the  American  Prac- 
titioner, makes  quite  a  virtue  of  his  allowing  fever  patients  to 
drink  cold  water.  He  says :  ^'As  a  drink  in  febrile  and  inflam- 
matory diseases,  cold  water  is  of  inestimable  value.  There  is,  in 
truth,  no  substitute  for  cold  water  in  fevers ;  and  after  long  ex- 
perience, I  freely  express  the  opinion  that  it  is  admissible  at  all 
times  in  every  morbid  condition  of  the  system.  It  is  never 
contra-indicated  when  the  patient  craves  it.''  After  interdict- 
ing the  use  of  cold  water  for  two  centuries,  and  standing  horri- 
ged  at  the  ^'quackery"  that  would  allow  fever  patients  to  touch 
the  dangerous  thing,  and  torturing  millions  of  thirsty  souls  by 
refusing  them  a  drop  of  nature's  harmless  beverage,  our  neigh- 
bors have  at  last  come  to  their  senses.  Alt  the  world  has  been 
following  the  Physio-Medical  plan  lor  more  than  fifty  years,  and 
giving  water  to  drink  when  nature  demanded  it.  Now  our  al- 
lopathic friends  come  along,  half  a  century  behind  time,  and 
discover  (I)  that  cold  water  is  good  for  a  parched  mouth  and 
fever  thirst. 


New  Poisons^ — Erytrophleine. — Quite  as  much  to  day  as  at 
any  time  in  its  history,  the  allopathic  profession  believes  that, 
"Where  there  is  poison,  there  is  virtue."  Popular  enlighten- 
ment has  forced  them  almost  to  abandon  calomel  and  some 
other  destructives ;  but  the  "new  remedies"  they  seek  for  and 
praise  so  much,  are  even  more  dangerous.  Discover  a  new 
article  that  is  capable  of  killing,  and  immediately  our  "regular" 
negihbors  put  it  down  in  their  list  of  remedies.    The  last  one  is 
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the  active  principle  of  erythrophleum  guineense.  It  was  found 
to  be  an  alkaloid  of  powerfully  toxic  action  and  peculiar  effect 
upon  tiie  heart.  It  was  the  latter  circumstance  which  induced, 
Drs.'See  and  Bochefontaiae  to  believe  that  the  new  drug  raight 
possess  therapeutic  properties  to  be  utilized  in  cardiac  affec- 
tions." So  say  La  trance  Medicale\  and  the  British  and 
American  Journals  quote  it  approvingly.  The  "new  drug''  is 
found  to  cause  heart  degression  and  irregnlarity,  extreme  fee- 
bleness of  the  pulse,  varied  respiration,  momentary  cessation o^ 
the  heart's  action,  then  its  resumption,  and  finally  the  heart 
stops  altogether.  From  these  promising  effects  comes  the  allo- 
pathic inference,  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  entire  philoso- 
phy of  that  school,  that  the  drug  is  valuable  in  heart  diseases. 


Adulterated  Capsicum. — C.  T.  Gage,  of  Michigan  University, 
has  been  making  a  careful  miscroscopic  examination  of  speci 
me?. s  of  ground  capsicum  obtained  Irom  different  cities.  He 
communicates  the  results  to  '^New  Kemedies."  Samples  sold 
wholesale  from  London  and  Boston  were  pure.  From  Cleve- 
land, mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  black  pepper.  Frcm  To- 
ledo, mixed  with  a  large  quantity  of  oat  and  corn  starches- 
Corn  starch  in  large  amounts  were  found  in  samples  sold  from 
New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago  and  Cincinnati.  One  Cincinnati 
sample  contained  roasted  peas  in  large  quantities,  and  some 
wheat  flour  roasted.*  St.  Paul  turned  out  a  large  amount  of  peas 
and  some  wheat  starch, — in  one  instance  the  adulterations 
forming  at  least  ''two-thirds  of  the  sample."  The  investigation 
reflects  severely  on  the  integrity  of  Western  manufacturers,  who 
heave  to  meet  the  urgent  demands  of  physicians  for  "cheap" 
drugs. 


Ambrosia  for  Rhus  Poisoning. — In  New  Remedies,  J.  A 
Zabriskie  says  the  fresh  juice  of  ragweed  {Ambrosia  artevrm- 
cefolia)  will  at  once  relieve  the  suflering  caused  by  the  poiiion 
ivy.  Like  lobelia,  which  is  promptly  effectual  in  the  same 
cases,  ragweed  has  the  advantage  of  being  sanative  ;  while  the 
grindelia  robusta,  now  in  much  repute  on  the  Pacific  coast  ior 
rhus  poisoning,  is  but  ofl'ering  one  poison  to  cure  the  effects  of 
another. 
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NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNECOLOGY. 


Incomplete  Ovariotomies. — Dr.  Oaslii  reports  a  case  (Z'- 
Union  Medioale)  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  a  very  large 
unilocular  cyst  wichia  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  wound  was 
kept  wide  open  with  care,  a  carbolic-acid  wash  used,  and  a 
dressing  of  an tieptic  gause  employed.  On  the  twenty  eighth 
day  the  elimination  of  the  superficial  sloughs  was  completed, 
w.th  very  little  suppuration.  Dr.  Cazin  then,  without  refresh- 
ing the  edges  of  the  abdominal  wound,  tried  to  obtain  im- 
mediate secondary  union.  Thelntestine,  by  its  distension, 
held  the  posterior  face  of  the  cyst  wall  against  the  anterior  face, 
which  was  firmly  adherent  to  the  wall  of  the  abdomen.  The 
union  of  the  two  was  rapid  and  complete,  and  the  whole  wound 
had  healed  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  operation.  Dr.  Cazin 
insists  on  the  fatality  observed  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  at- 
tributes his  succes  to  the  action  of  the  carbolic  acid  retarding 
suppurations,  to  the  small  amount  of  suppuration  in  this  case  • 
to  the  care  he  observed  in  keeping  the  abdominal  wound  wide 
open  instead  of  closing  it,  as  his  predecessors  have  don  3,  who 
content  themselves  with  placing  a  drainage-tube  in  the  lower 
angle  of  the  wound;  and  finiilly  to  his  employment  of  im- 
mediate secondary  union,  which  was  remarkable  for  ease  of 
execution,  rapidity  of  result,  and  complete  harmlessness. 

Carbolic  Acid  in  Diarrhea. — For  an  obstinate  diarrhea.  Dr. 
Prcetorius  ordered  an  enema  of  nearly  half  a  pint  of  one  per 
cent,  solution  carbolic  acid  in  more  than  half  a  pint  of  water. 
Har  ly  had  one-third  of  the  prescription  been  injected,  when 
singing  in  the  ears  and  giddiness  began,  followed  by  T^akness 
and  collapse.  The  enema  was  suspended,  the  bowel  emptied, 
and  the  bowel  thoroughly  washed  out  with  warm  water,  and  the 
patient  rallied  after  two  hours'  hard  work.  The  diarrhea  was 
cured!  Had  the  entire  enema  been  given,  that  diarrhea  would 
no  doubt  have  been  cured  "by  a  mysterious  dispensation  of 
Providence,"  aided  by  a  dispensation  from  Dr.  Praetorius, 


• 

The  Fluid  of  Ovarian  Tumors. — Mathews  Duncan  says  of 

the  fluid  of  pelvic  tumors  not  ovarian:     "It  is  almost  pure 


282  Ciminnati  Medical  Gazette. 

water,  very  little  albumen  in  it,  but  appropriate  tests  show  the 
presence  of  chlorides  of  sodium  and  potassium."  Comment- 
ing on  this  point,  Prof.  Lawson  Tait  says:  "In  the  majority  of 
my  cases  of  parovarian  dropsy,  the  fluid  has  been  thick  even  to 
viscidity.  Dr.  McManu  gives  a  description  of  two  such  fluids 
from  my  practice,  one  of  which  was  in  thick  layers,  almost 
black,  with  a  greenish  shade.  In  such  parovarian  fluids  I  have 
seen  all  the  microscopic  appearances  said  by  8ome  writers  to  be* 
characteristic  of  ovarian  tumors ;  and  therefore  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  nothing  trust- worthy  but  the  ex- 
perience of  our  finger-ends  to  help  us  in  diagnosis." 


Preventing  Uterine  Hemorrhage. — Prof  Isaac  E.  Taylor  last 
winter  furnished  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine  a  paper  on 
this  subject.  He  proposes,  1.  To  spank  the  child's  back 
previous  to  the  completion  of  delivery,  leaving  the  breach  and 
extremities  in  the  vagina  for  fifteen  minutes  or  more.  The 
feet  are  thus  within  the  cervix ;  and  we  presume  the  object  is 
to  excite  motions  of  the  babies  limbs  by  the  spanking,  and  these 
in  turn  excite  reflex  action  on  the  uterns.  If  a  babe  in  this 
posture  should  suddenly  kick  out  a  foot,  what  would  save  the 
uterine  wall  from  rupture  ?  We  believe  it  might  prove  a  fatal 
experiment.  2.  He  makes  upon  the  bare  abdomen  of  the 
mother,  after  delivery,  several  rapid  and  powerful  strokes  with 
doubled  towel  wet  in  iced  water.  This  to  provoke  reflex  uter- 
ine contraction  in  cases  of  uterine  laxity  and  the  like.  At  best, 
it  is  a  very  indirect  mode  of  obtaining  good ;  and  must  fail 
whenever  the  loss  of  blood  has  blunted  peripheral  sensibility,  or 
lowered  reflex  excitability.  These  are  the  very  cases  that  most 
urgenfly  demand  four  help,  and  right  here  is  where  flagellation 
will  utterly  fail.  Once  more  we  remind  the  profession  that,  by 
the  use  of  those  direct  and  unfailing  uterine  stimulants  so  well 
known  to  Physio-Medicalists,  uterine  hemorrhage  is  easily  and 
absolutely  controllable. 


Diagnosis  of  Mammary  Carcinoma. — In  a  clinical  l^ture  bv 
Dr.  Samuel  W.  Gross,  on  the  mammary  gland  based  upon  a 
study  of  one  hundred  cases,  the  following  conclusions  are  ar- 
rived at :     "The  points  in  favor  of  carcinoma  are  therefore  non- 
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developement  before  the  age  of  twenty ;  greatest  frequency 
after  the  fortieth  year;  irregular  shape;  almost  uniformly 
densely  hard,  and  knobby  feel ;  immobility  in  the  gland  attach- 
ments to  the  skin  and  deeper  structure  ;  solitary  origin ; 
comparatively  small  volume,  and  slow  growth ;  retraction  of 
the  nipple ;  infiltration  of  the  lymphatic  glands  ;  invasion  of 
the  skin  by  small  nodules  ;  non  enlargement  of  the  sub-cutan- 
eous veins;  limited  ulceration  without  any  tendency  to  fungus 
protrusion,  and  the  thickened,  indurated  and  everted  edges  of 
the  nicer." 


Ergot. — Inversion. — Amputation. — In  Gaillard's  Medical 
Monthly  for  June,  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorset,  Bonham,  Texas,  gives  two 
fearfully  instructive  cases.  A  perfectly  healthy  woman  in  her 
first  confinement  was  waited  on  by  a  Dr.  R.,  who  at  once  began 
using  ergot,  repeating  every  few  minutes,  exhausting  the  womb, 
and  causing  a  tedious  labor.  After  delivery,  "  the  granny  in 
breeches''  found  that  "the  after-birth  had  grown  to  the  womb,'* 
and  pulled  away  at  the  cord  till  he  caused  complete  uterine  in 
version.  He  then  said  it  was  a  polypus,  and  he  had  returned  it 
to  the  womb.  After  seven  months  exhaustite  hemorrhage  from 
the  inversion,  Dr.  Dorset  failed  to  replace  the  womb  and  had 
to  amputate  the  fundus.  A  second  case  was  a  sister  to  care  1, 
and  attended  by  a  Dr.  S.  '  He  also  attempted  to  remove  the 
adherent  placenta  by  tugging  at  the  cord,  and  caused  inversion, 
leaving  the  placenta  adherent.  It  sloughed  off  after  three 
months.  Nine  months  later.  Dr.  Dorset  made  repeated  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  at  reduction,  and  finally  had  to  amputate  the 
womb.  Both  patients  recovered  from  the  brutal  ignorance  of 
physicians  whose  names  are  withheld. 


A  Neglected  Symptom  in  Breast-cancer. — Herbert  L. 
Snow,  M.  D.,  in  the  Lancet  calls  attention  to  a  symptom  which 
very  commonly  occurs  in  the  course  of  breast-cancer,  and  on 
which  sufficient  stress  has  not  hitherto  been  laid.  "I  refer  to  a 
thickening  of  the  humerus  on  the  side  corresponding  to  the  dis 
eased  gland,  accompanied  by  tenderness  on  pressure.  This 
condition  obtains  mainly  over  the  trochanters  and  the  upper 
third  of  the  bone.     On  firm  pressure   the  patient  complains  of 
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tenderness,  which  tenderness  extends  for  a  variable  distance 
down  the  shaft  beyond  the  part  where  thickening  is  apparent. 
The  tenderness  and  thickening  rarely  interfere  with  the  move- 
ments of  the  arm,  and  are  never  noticed  by.  the  patient  before 
examination;  they  are  only  detected  by  digital  pressure  and 
comparison  with  the  humerus  on  the  opposite  side.  Occasion- 
ally, but  not  often,  there  is  also  some  thickening  of  the  clavicle. 
The  condition  never  advances  to  any  very  marked  hypertrophy." 


Hysterical  Amblyopia. — Dr.  J.  J.  Chisolm  reported  a  case  of 
hysterical  amblyopia  in  a  young  lady,  age  23,  in  which  the 
blindness  was  feigned,  and  described  the  method  of  detectini: 
ihe  deception.  The  young  lady  reported  the  right  eye  injured 
by  a  fall  from  a  horse  nine  years  before,  and  that  the  sight  in 
tliis  eye  had  been  defective.  Four  months  since,  she  had  a 
severe  attack  of  gastric  fever  with  vomiting  of  blood.  When 
she  was  recovering  from  this  tedious  disease,  she  discovered 
that  the  right  eye  had  become  so  dim  that  only  light  cculd  be 
discerned.  For  this  condition,  she  was  actively  treated  with  all 
the  most  approved  remedies  with  no  benefit,  and  it  was  only 
when  the  other  eye  was  becoming  weak  that  she  came  under 
his  observation.  Dr.  Chisolm  noticed  the  right  pupil  enlarged, 
which  condition  she  reported  as  of  long  continuance.  She  said 
that  she  could  see  the  shadow  of  the  hand,  but  could  not  count 
the  fingers  with  the  eye.  With  the  left  eye  she  read  well. 
From  her  manner,  and  from  the  absence  of  all  pathological  ap- 
pearances by  ophthalmoscopic  examination,  Dr.  Chisolm  sus- 
pected feigned  disease,  although  there  was  no  appreciable  cause 
for  the  deception.  To  prove  his  suspicions,  he  used  a  stereo- 
scopic examination,  by  which  means  he  made  her  see  clearly 
what  strictly  belonged  to  the  picture  before  the  right  eye,  and 
which  the  left  eye  could  not  see  for  the  partition  in  the  stereo- 
scopic box.  He  afterwards  learned  that  the  young  lady  wa? 
very  hysterical. —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly, 


Inspection  op  Os  Uteri  Without  a  Speculum. — O.  E.  Herrick, 
M.  D.,  of  Greenville,  Mich.,  in  the  January  number,  1880,  of 
The  Medical  Summary^  describes  a  method  not  generally 
thought  of.     lie  says :  Put  the  patient  in  Sims'  position,  and 
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with  the  two  front  fingers  of  the  right  hand  retract  the  posterior 
vaginal  walls  exactly  as  with  Sims'   speculum,   when  a  good 
view  of  the  os  can  be  obtained.   Oftentimes  one  wishes  to  make 
a  specular  examination  when  he  does  not  have  his   speculum 
with  him.     Under  such  circumstances  the  fingers  will   many 
times  answer  every  purpose, — the  air  enters  the  vagina  and  dis- 
tends it  just  the  same  as  when  a  Sims'  speculum  is  used.     In 
this  way  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  is  retracted  somewhat, 
which  brings  the  os  uteri  considerably  nearer  the  vulva  than  it 
otherwise  would  be  ;  and  if  the  posterior  wall  was  not  retract- 
ed, it  would  still  be  more  accessible  from  behind.     This  is  eas- 
ily seen  when  one  remembers  that  the  direction  of  the  vagina 
is  upward  and  backward.     With  a  woman  upon  her  back,  her 
OS  uteri  is  more  inaccessible  than  in  any  other  position   she 
could  get  into;  and  yet   that  is  the  position   almost   always 
chosen  for  both  digital  and  ocular  examinations.     Many  men 
who  have  practiced  medicine  thirty  or  forty  years,  still  put  their 
patients  upon  their  backs  to  examine  them ;  indeed  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  seen  over   three   or  four  men  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  practising  the  other  method.     Whoever  tries  this  way 
will  never  return  to  the  other.     Students  are  almost  invariably 
taught  to  place  patients  upon  their  backs,  or  sides,   and  make 
examinations  from  the  front;  and  not  one  in  a  dozen  reaches 
the  08  until  after  they  have  been  long  in  practice. —  Virginia 
Medical  Monthly, 
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LiTHOLAPAXY. — In  1878,  Prof.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  introduced  a 
new  method  of  removing  stone  from  the  bladder,  giving  it  the 
above  name.  The  old  method  of  lithotrity  consisted  in  me- 
chanically crushing  the  stone,  and  then  leaving  the  fragments 
for  nati  re  to  expel.  Subseguently,  the  finer  debris  was  drawn 
from  the  bladder  by  suction  bottles.  Only  very  moderate  sue 
cess  has  attended  these  modes,  and  lithotrity  has  enjoyed  but 
little  favor.  Bigelow's  method  of  litholapaxy  crushes  the  stone 
as  completely  as  possible,  and  removes  every  particle  of  it  by 
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means  of  a  strong  aspirator.  All  is  completed  at  one  sitting 
under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  the  bladder  is  found  quit< 
tolerant  in  the  procedure,  to  a  degree  heretofore  considered 
wholly  impossible.  The  method  is  yet  on  trial,  with  the  re 
ports  strongly  in  its  favor.  It  is  greatly  superior  to  lithotrity, 
and  seems  likely  to  displace  lithotomy  in  all  but  a  few  classes 
of  cases. 


Vaccination  and  Revaccination. — ^The  extensive  prevalence 
of  small-pox  in  London  during  1877-78,  furnished  an  opportunity 
for  gathering  statistics  on  questions  of  vaccination.  Under  one 
of  the  city  organizations,  15,171  cases  were  treated;  of  whom 
11,412  were  vaccinated.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  2,077. 
Of  these,  1,008  were  vaccinated,  and  1,069  were  unvaccinated. 
See  the  two  classes  of  cases,  therefore  the  percentage  of  deaths 
would  be  88  to  those  who  had  been  vaccinated,  and  444  to  those 
who  had  not  been  vaccinated. 


Epilepsy  Brought  on  by  Fright. — Helen,  aged  eighteen  yeare. 
admitted  to  the  University  College  Hospital  May  29th.     For 
about  six  years  had  been  in  bad  health.     She  suflered  in  winter 
from   cough,  and  brought  up  blood.     She  frequently  lost  her 
voice  for  two  or  three  weeks.    Two  years  before  admission  she 
was  very  much  frightened  by  an  escaped  prisoner  breaking  in- 
into  the  house  she  was  living  in.     On  the  day  following  she  had 
the  first  fit,  falling  down  unconscious,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth. 
The  fit  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  and  she  was  drowsy  for  some 
time  afterward.     Six  months  afterwards  she  had  another  fit,  and 
then  the  attacks  came  more   frequently.    The  fits,  were  usually 
preceded  by  warning;  she  felt  a  peculiar  sensation  in  her  feet, 
especially  the  left,  and  this  traveled  toward  the  head  and  neck. 
When  it  reached  the  neck,  she  stated,  her  arms  were  convulsed, 
and  when  it  came  to  her  head  she  fell  down. — Medical  Times 
and  Gazette. 

Case  of  Intussusception. — ^Dr.  T.  D.  Ransford,  of  England, 
reports  to  the  London  Lancet  a  case  of  intussusception  in  a  fine 
healthy  boy  of  eleven  months.  It  was  taken  suddenly  with 
severe   pain,  after  breakfast,  and  presently   passed  blood  and 
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mucus  from  the  bowel.  When  he  saw  the  case  lathe  after- 
noon, he  found  a  sausage  shaped  tumor  about  two  and  one-half 
inches  long  in  the  right  hypochondriac  and  lumbar  regions. 
His  treatment  consisted  of  laudanum,  then  an  injection  of  olive 
oil  which  soon  came  back,  and  then  compound  ipecacuanha 
powders.  On  this  he  left  the  child  for  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  inflated  the  bowel  with  air  by  a  pair  of  bellows.  No 
fecal' matter  obtained,  and  no  appreciable  result.  In  the  after 
noon  he  inflated  the  bowel  again ;  and  this  time  some 
fluid  faeces  followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  tube.  The  tumor 
disappeared  and  the  child  recovered. 


Congenital  Variola: — According  to  Bulletin  de  V  Acad- 
de  Med,^  'tAsLy  4th,  1880,  Profi  Depaul  related  the  following  case 
at  the  Academie  de  Medecine  :  A  woman  gave  birth,  on  April 
30th,  to  a  dead  and  macerated  infant,  at  between  the  sixth  and 
seventh  month.  At  the  end  of  January  she  had  an  attack  of 
non-confluent  smallpox,  from  which  she  had  completely  re- 
covered by  February  15th.  On  examination,  Smallpox  pustules 
were  distinctly  recognizable  on  the  body  of  the  infant,  in  spite 
of  its  state  of  maceration.  About  eighty  of  these  were  counted 
on  the  chest,  neck,  back  and  limbs.  A  placenta  was  carefully 
examined,  and  presented  a  great  number  of  points  of  fatty 
degeneiation — so  that  it  could  not  be  positively  affirmed 
whether  the  child  died  in  consequence  of  the  variola  or  of  the 
disea^  of  the  placenta.  M.  Blot  referred  to  a  case  in  which 
the  mother  served  as  a  vehicle  for  the  variolic  virus  without 
herself  becoming  attacked.  When  five  months  advanced  in 
pregnancy  she  had  been  toisee  a  friend  who  was  suffering  from 
smallpox.  Some  days  afterward  she  had  a  miscarriage,  the 
foetus  being  covered  with  smallpox  pustules,  while  the  mother 
exhibited  no  signs  of  the  disease. — Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter. 


I'reatment  op  Ozakna. — In  a  patient  affected  with  a  muco- 
purulent fetid  nasal  discharge  for  a  year,  Dr.  Wolfrau,  according 
to  Berh  Klin.  Wochen.j  employed,  twice  a  day,  aspirations  for 
five  minutes  at  a  time,  of  a  solution  of  tannin  and  glycerine, 
two  per  cent.,  preceded  by  irrigation  of  the  nasal  fossae  with  a 
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litre  of  a  solution  of  sea  salt.  After  a  fortnight  he  had  recourse 
to  a  solution  of  acetate  of  alumina,  at  first  of  one-half  per  cent. 
The  nasal  secretion  diminished  in  abundance  and  fetidity ;  then 
the  number  of  douches  and  nasal  inhalations  was  reduced. 
After  six  weeks  the  patient  was  cured  of  his  ozaena,  which  had 
not  reappeared  in  two  years. 


Slow  Evacuation  op  the  Bladder. — In  the  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica^  Professor  Qouley  details  the  dangers  of 
rapidly  emptying  a  distended  bladder — those  chiefly  to  be  ap- 
prehended being  haemorrhage  and  ffaneral  cystitis.  The  ves- 
ical parietes,  from  having  been  in  a  state  of  extreme  tension,  in 
an  instant  become  flaccid ;  the  capillaries  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  from  having  been  gi«eatly  stretched  and  almost 
emptied,  are  suddenly  gorge  1  with  blood,  and  being  deprived 
of  the  hydraulic  support  of  the  urine,  which  but  a  moment  be- 
fore braced  them  up,  these  delicate  walls,  unable  to  resist  the 
increased  internal  pressure  exerted  by  the  circulating  blood, 
give  way,  and  the  blood  oozes  from  thousands  of  little  rents  on 
the  surface  of  the  vesical  mucous  membrane.  These  vesical 
haemorrhages  are  often  abundant,  and  have  been  known  to  last 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  The  greatest  danger,  however,  lies  in 
the  consecutive  general  cystitis,  which  cannot  always  be  con- 
trolled. By  a  slow  or  partial  evacuation,  cystorrhagia  and 
polyuria  will  generally  be  avoided. —  Virginia  Med>.  Monthly, 


Renal  and  Hepatic  Colic. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  London,  Dr.  DeHavilland  Hill  reported  a  case  of  the 
above  disease.  The  patient,  an  apparently  healthy  woman  of 
fifty-eight,  was  suddenly  seized  with  severe  vomiting  of  a 
bilious  character,  followed  by  collapse.  Four  days  after  the 
onset  of  the  disease  she  complained  of  spasmodic  pain  in  the 
cardiac  region,  preceded  by  rigors,  of  which  slie  had  three. 
This  was  followed,  on  January  17th,  by  severe  pain  in  the  left 
lumbar  inguinal  region,  and  also  accompanied  by  rigors.  There 
were  two  similar  attacks  after  this,  one  on  February  2d,  the 
other  on  April  16,  in  the  latter  of  which  she  died,  having  suf- 
fered from  great  pain  over  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by  vom- 
"*•-'-  '^f  a  stercoraceous   variety.     At  no  time  was   there  jaun- 
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dice.  On  post-mortem  examination,  the  pelvis  of  the  left  kid- 
ney was  found  to  contain  a  calculus,  and  both  of  the  organs  con- 
tained a  number  of  small  cysts.  A  large  concretion  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  ileum,  about  two  feet  from  its  termination,  and 
there  was  fistulous  opening  leading  from  the  gall-bladder  into 
the  duodenum. — Lancet, 


Cold  Bathing. — Dr.  George  Johnson,  of  King's  College,  Lon- 
don, says,  "From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  effects  of  cold  bath- 
ing, I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  more  people  are  in- 
jured than  are  benefited  by  the  practice;  and  I  am  confident 
that  if  the  urine  of  all  men,  women,  and  children  who  paddle 
about  in  the  sea  until  they  are  blue  and  cold  were  tested  with- 
in a  few  hours  after  their  immersion,  it  would  be  found  to  be 
more  or  less  albuminous  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases." — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Intestinal  Colic. — Prof.  F.  H.  Hamilton  dissents  from  the 
view,  that  "spasmodic  colic"  is  due  to  spasm  alone,  and  believes 
that  the  true  explanation  of  that  affection  is  as  follows :  In 
consequence  of  an  unusual  accumulation  of  gas  in  the  intestinal 
tube,  certain  portions  of  the  gut  are  expanded  and  elongated, 
until,  under  the  Counter-pressure  of  the  abdominal  wails,  insuf- 
ficient room  is  left  for  their  normal  repose  and  relative  adjust- 
ment, they  become,  at  certain  points,  doubled  upon  themselves 
and  possibly  upon  each  other,  and  the  sharp  angular  reflections 
interrupt  or  actually  occlude  the  passage.  This  doubling  may 
be  favored  by  a  certain  amount  of  narrowing  of  the  tube  from 
spasm  below  the  dilated  portion,  or  by  the  presence  of  a  small 
quantity  of  hardened  faeces.  He  does  not  believe  that  the 
weak,  circular  muscular  layer  of  the  intestine  can  possibly  do 
more  than  slightly  narrow  the  canal,  when  in  a  state  of  spas 
modic  contraction ;  complete  occlusion  from  spasm,  except  at  the 
anus,  and  pylorus,  and  perhaps  at  the  ileociecal  valve  and  the 
junction  of  the  colon  and  rectum,  is  impossible.  In  the  cadaver, 
moreover,  he  has  often  witnessed  the  doublings  spoken  of 
above ;  while  attempting  to  inflate  the  intestine,  it  would  be- 
come doubled  on  itself  and  the  passage  of  air  would  be  sud- 
denly and  completely  arrested,  and  the  obstruction   could  then 
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only  be  overcome  by  pulling  out  the  intestine,  or  by  disturb- 
ing it  in  some  way.  He  cites  several  cases,  were  simply  rais- 
ing the  hips  has  been  followed  by  an  escape  of  gas,  and  the 
cessation  of  the  colic.  With  regard  to  drugs  in  the  treatment  of 
colic,  he  has  found  that  a  full  dose  of  some  aromatic  and  stimu- 
lant cathartic,  such  as  the  tincture  of  rhubarb  with  ginger,  is 
often  more  successful  than  opiates.^ — N.  Y.  Medical  Record, 


A  PROTRACTED  CASE  OF  LABOR. 


I  wish  to  report  an  interesting  case,  with  the  hope  it  may  do 
some  one  good,  or  at  least  teach  patience.  Mrs.  M.,  aged  38. 
years,  mother  of  six  children,  youngest  eight  years  old,  became 
pregnant  (she  claims)  the  second  week  in  June  1879.  Every- 
thing went  as  usual  till  October  8th  (four  months).  While 
visiting,  at  dinner,  she  felt  motion,  and  had  a  severe  pain  low 
down  in  the  back.  She  left  the  table  and  found  that  she  was 
having  a  bloody  discharge.  She  walked  home,  with  her  hus- 
band's help,  and  kept  her  bed  nearly  two  weeks,  fearing  a  mis- 
carriage. She  had  seen  nothing  but  blood  so  far.  At  the  end 
of  two  weeks  she  got  up  and  attended  to  most  of  her  household 
duties,  with  no  special  trouble,  but  always  feeling  more  dis- 
comfort than  with  any  of  her  previous  pregnancies.  She  al- 
ways carried  her  previous  children  low  down,  so  that  her  belly, 
as  she  says,  would  rest  on  her  knees  when  sitting;  but  this 
child  was  always  high  up. 

On  Saturday  night,  March  6th  1880,  she  sent  for  me,  sup- 
posing she  was  in  labor.  I  found  out  a  foetal  head  pressing 
pressing  down  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  over  the  anterior  wall 
of  the  vagina,  but  no  os  uteri  could  be  touched.  I  told  her  she 
would  probably  wait  a  week,  and  I  left.  One  week  later  she 
was  sure  her  time  had  come  and  labor  was  progressing  steadily. 
Examination  this  time  revealed  the  soft  parts  well  dilated, 
bathed  with  mucus,  a  thick,  doughy  os  (high  up  posteriorly) 
dilated  enough  to  receive  the  end  of  my  index  finger,  and  a 
child's  head,  R.  O.  P.,  covered  by  a  thick  membrane,  but  no 
*ers.    The  pains  irregular  but  severe.    I  gave  medi- 
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cine  to  promote  effective  pains.  Waited  an  hour.  Examined; 
no  change.  Managed  to  draw  the  os  downward  and  introduce 
two  finger  ends,  and  dilate  a  little.  An  hour  later  was  enabled 
to  introduce  ends  of  three  fingers  and  dilate  more.  Two  hours 
more  of  waiting  showed  no  progress.  Thoroughly  oiled  my 
hand  and  introduced  it  into  the  voluminous  vagina,  and  with 
three  fingers  in  the  uterus  I  found  that  during  a  pain  they 
would  pass  up  by  the  side  of  the  descending  head  about  three 
inches,  but  in  the  interim  seemed  to  be  in  a  smooth,  empty 
cavity,  four  and  a  half  or  five  inches  deep,  with  equally  thick, 
smooth  walls,  with  no  feeling  of  attached  membranes  anywhere  ; 
and  considenng  the  previous  history  of  the  case,  began  to  think 
seriously  of  extra  uterine  pregnancy.  At  daylight  I  left,  to  be 
called  again  when  needed. 

Five  weeks  from  my  first  call,  I  was  sent  for,  Saturday  night, 
more  to  relieve  a  troublesome  cough  than  anything  else.  Found 
that  the  motions  of  the  child  had  produced  so  much  pain  and 
tenderness  in  the  bowels  ani  abdominal  walls  (which  coughing 
sorely  aggravated)  that  the  mother  had  kept  her  bed  tor  the 
last  three  days.  An  examination  revealed  nothing,  except 
that  the  os  uteri  had  returned  to  the  condition  of  four  weeks 
previous.  Obtained  permission  to  return  in  the  morning  and 
make  an  examination  with  speculum  and  probe.  Sunday  10 
A.M.,  brought  as  much  as  possible  of  enlarged  cervix  into  view, 
and  having  wrapped  the  end  of  the  uterine  probe  with  cotton, 
dipped  in  oil,  and  introduced  it  into  the  uterine  cavity  four  and 
one-half  inches,  where  it  was  freely  movable,  without  discover- 
ing anything  abnormal  except  size.     Asked  counsel. 

Monday  morning  Dr.  Kimlin  went  with  me  and  examined  Mrs. 
M.  Failing  to  hear  the  heart  sounds,  he  would  not  say  she  was 
pregnant,  though  he  could  feel  the  motions  of  something. 
Failing  by  touch,  to  make  out  the  internal  condition,  he  also 
used  the  speculum  and  probe,  with  the  same  result  as  above. 

Tuesday,  1  o'clock,  a.m.,  I  was  awakened.  Mrs.  M.  wanted 
me  in  a  hurry.  Keached  her  in  fifteen  minutes.  Found  the 
labor  progressing,  and  at  1:30  delivered  a  large,  well-formed 
girl,  weighing  nearly  twelve  pounds.  No  after  complications. 
What  are  the  chances  of  a  double  uterus,  undiscovered  till  now  ? 
— C.  A.  Freeman,  m.d.,  in  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Editorial   Department 


THE  NATIONAL  P.M.  CONVENTION  OF  1852. 


The  last  National  Convention  of  genuine  Medical  Reformers 
uniting  on  the  Physio-Medical  Platform,  was  held  in  Baltimore, 
October  1852.  For  a  number  of  years  before,  the  cause  of  San- 
ative Medication  had  been  steadily  weakened  by  systematic 
efforts  to  form  its  advocates  into  sectional  cliques,  fill  their 
minds  with  petty  jealousies  and  strifes,  and  divide  themamou^ 
societies  which  did  not  represent  their  principles.  The  eclectics 
had  managed  to  steal  the  monster  petitions  that  the  Reformers 
in  New  York  got  up,  in  1841,  agsunst  the  outrageous  medical 
laws ;  and  took  to  themselves  all  the  credit  of  that  eventful 
struggle.  From  that  time  onward,  they  lived  by  similar  "ap- 
propriations;"  claimed  to  be  the  sole  reformers,  while  usin;: 
opiates,  mercurials,  and  other  poisons ;  crept  into  our  State  So- 
cieties and  broke  them  up ;  and  did  as  they  have  ever  since 
done, — sought  to  destroy  every  principle  of  Sanative  Medica- 
tion. Numbers  of  our  good  men  were  drawn  into  it  unawares, 
and  unwillingly  were  giving  their  support  to  this  diluted  form 
of  allopathy. 

The  Physopaths  had  aho  started  in  the  West,  partly  made  up 
of  genuine  men,  yet  in  the  main  drifting  into  the  allopathic 
philosophy  and  the  use  of  poisons.  From  the  number  of  ster- 
ling men  in  this  body,  and  the  high  positions  some  of  them 
had  held  in  Physio-Medicalism,  these  presented  a  source  of  im- 
mense danger  to  this  cause.  They  formed  an  organization  of  a 
few  western  States,  next  resolved  this  into  a  National  Society, 
and  bade  fair  to  break  down  all  distinctions  between  allopathy 
and  Sanative  Medication.  The  Reform  College  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  was  rapidly  drifting  into  eclecticism,  the  eastern  Botanic 
Societies  had  been  pretty  much  broken  up,  and  really  true 
men  were  too  much  separated  and  discouraged  to  offer  effective 
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resistance  to  the  tide  that  seemed  about  to  sweep  away  the 
foundations  of  this  system. 

Under  these  dark  circumstances,  a  group  of  gentlemen  from 
four  of  the  South-eastern  States,  concluded  to  issue  an  invita- 
tion to  the  true  Medical  Reformers  of  the  United  States  to  meet 
in  National  Convention  at  Baltimore.  It  was  desired  to  unite 
all  such  men  on  a  sound  platform,  and  to  bring  them  together 
from  out  of  the  eclectic  and  physopathic  ranks  into  which  so 
many  of  them  had  been  drawn.  Those  gentlemen  issued  an  in- 
vitation, stated  their  principles,  invited  the  aflSliation  of  "all 
such  as  harmonize  in  these  general  views,"  and  expressly  stated 
that  they  "did  not  wish  to  be  regarded  as  inviting  Eclectics  to 
their  convention."  {Southern  Botanico-Medical  Reformer^ 
March,  1852.) 

Different  States  took  up  and  pushed  the  proposition.  In  the 
South  it  was  warmly  received,  though  the  Memphis  college 
had  so  far  gone  into  eclecticism  as  to  dampen  Tennessee. 
Sweet  and  Friend  favored  i^trongly  in  the  New  York  Journal. 
Comings,  then  at  Worcester,  labored  earnestly  for  it ;  and  set 
forth  these  views  in  the  P.M,  Recorder:  "Let  the  anticipated 
National  Convention  be  composed  of  delegates,  properly  and 
prudently  appointed  by  those  who  are  willing  to  unite  and 
whose  medical  creed  shall  come  within  the  purview  of 
orthodoxy."  Prof.  Curtis  urged  all  the  States  "to  appoint  dele- 
gates." Dr.  P.  John,  acting  for  the  Middle  State's  Society,  (five 
States,)  called  a  meeting  "for  the  purpose  of  appointing  dele  • 
gates," 

All  this  was  done,  and  the  final  call  for  the  convention  issued, 
on  the  basis  of  the  Southern  proposition,  and  in  corformity  with 
the  suggestion  of  Prof  Coxe,  Georgia,  who  advised  a  meeting  of 
delegated  members  from  State  Societies:  "Five  delegates  from 
each  State ;  because  we  know  that  is  as  great  a  number  as  can 
be  induced  to  attend  from  the  more  distant  States.  And  we 
would  provide  that  a  less  number  may  cast  the  full  vote,  for 
fear  the  full  number  may  not  attend,  while  the  convenient 
States  no  doubt  would  be  fully  represented.  This  would  mam- 
tain  an  equality  of  influence  and  representation, — a  thing  in- 
dispensable in  all  authoritative  bodies."  At  that  time,  those 
four  Southern  Slates    had  large  numbers  of  our  people;  but 
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they  generously  sought  to  place  the  feeblest  States  on  an 
equality  with  the  strongest,  in  imitation  of  the  United  States 
Senate ;  and  appointed  the  meeting  at  a  place  where  no  local 
interests  could  be  suspected  of  seeking  to  control.  A  warm  re- 
sponse was  a  natural  sequence  to  tliis  manliness  and  unselfish- 
ness. 

After  agreement  on  the  above  basis,  a  general  call  for  the 
meeting  was  issued,  and  all  the  States  were  invited  to  send  dele- 
gates. The  call  invited,  "  A.l  who  discard  all  agents  and  pro- 
cesses of  medication  the  tendencies  ^«r«^  of  which  are  deleter- 
ious, pathogenetic,  poisonous ;  and  who  advocate  the  use  only 
of  those  which  are  safe  and  sanative."  We  had  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  New  York  signers  to  that  call.  Ten  States 
were  represented  at  the  meeting, — Maryland,  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Delaware,  I^ew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Con. 
necticut,  Massachussetts,  and  Ohio. 

An  Indiana  State  Society,  with  Drs.  B.  F.  Coffin,  L.  Abbelt? 
N.  Wheedon,  E.  V.  Ball,  and  others,  was  in  the  above  men- 
tioned Physopathic  organization.  •At  its  meeting  in  May,  1852, 
this  Indiana  Society  appointed  delegates  to  the  National  Physo- 
pathic Convention  to  meet  at  Cincinnati  in  1853,  but  refused 
to  send  delegates  to  the  convention  at  Baltimore.  Thus  In- 
diana had  no  representative  in  the  Baltimore  meeting  that  was 
struggling  to  unite  all  true  men  on  the  above  basis.  The 
Physopathic  association  soon  expired,  and  the  bulk  of  its  mem- 
bers passed  over  to  the  eclectics.  It  was  expressly  declared 
that  the  Baltimore  Convention  was  to  exclude  eclecticism. 

Much  good  work  was  done  at  the  Baltimore  meeting,  includ- 
ing the  drafting  of  a  firm  platform.  Text  books  were  greatly 
needed,  especially  on  Materia  Medica,  Surgery,  and  Practice. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  Society  to  bscome  publishers ;  so  it 
urged  such  publishing  on  "individual  enterprise"  on  ''the  profes- 
sion generally."  We  have  since,  single-handed  and  at  great 
labor  and  expense,  done  our  share  toward  supplying  this  Na- 
tional want. 

We  believe  some  mistakes  were  made.  There  was  too  little 
time  given  between*  the  call  and  the  meeting.  It  attempted  to 
legislate  for  States  not  represented  in  it.  Legal  incorporation 
was  not  secured.     It  tried  to  meet  the  next  year;  but,  as  we 
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said  in  1859,  {P.-M,  Recorder)'.  "No  such  convention  could 
find  business  or  interest  enough  to  call  it  together  as  an  annual 
body.  Reformers  are  not  yet  numerous  enough  to  form  a  gen- 
eral council  more  than  once  in  four  years." 

In  November  1857,  May  1859,  and  thence  to  the  present,  we 
have  advised  another  National  meeting  on  a  basis  similar  to 
that  of  1852.  In  1877,  '78,  '79,  we  held  wide  correspondence 
about  it,  and  found  it  very  heartily  approved.  Hence  came 
the  proposition  of  the  Ohio  Society  in  May,  1879  ;  and  we  hope 
to  see  a  meeting  of  representative  men  by  1881. 


■0- 
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A  second  American  edition  of  Dr.  Fothergill's  Handbook  of 
Treatment  has  been  issued,  showing  that  the  work  has  met  with 
the  same  favorable  reception  here  as  in  England.  It  is  not  a 
systematic  treatise  on  practical  medicine ;  yet  in  a  series  of  ad- 
mirable chapters  embodies  a  large  fund  of  that  practical  knowl- 
edge which  experience  brings  to  an  observant  physician.  It  is 
a  work  full  of  thought  and  suggestion,  and  the  present  enlarged 
edition  greatly  commends  itself.  Philadelphia,  H.  C.  Lea's, 
Son  &  Co.;  Cincinnati,  R.  Clarke  &  Co.  $5.00. 

One  of  the  most  thoroughly  readable  medical  books  it  has 
been  our  pleasure  to  meet  for  many  a  year,  is  Prof.  W.  Good- 
ell's  Lessons  in  Gynecology.  It  is  the  outcome  of  a  series  of 
clinical  lectures,  and  therefore  has  a  didactic  method,  the 
author's  style  being  unusually  rich  and  strong.  It^abounds  with 
clinical  information,  flashing  out  in  that  quick  and  clear  man- 
ner that  is  possible  only  in  the  clinical  lecture.  We  cannot 
accept  a  number  of  his  ideas  and  his  measures  ;  nevertheless, 
the  book  is  full  of  practical  instruction,  and  rich  in  its  fund  of 
experience.  The  chapters  on  Nerve  Tire,  the  Prevention  of 
Uterine  Disorders,  and  the  Sexual  Relations,  are  especially  to 
be  commended  for  their  sound  thought,  and  elevated  tone. 
Philadelphia,  D.  G.  Brinton,  Publisher.     $4.50. 

The  two  volumes  on  Therapeutics  by  Trosseau  &  Pidoux,  in 
the  1880  series  of  Wood's  Standard  Medical  Library,  add  to  the 
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value  of  the  series.  The  authors  are  French  gentlemen  of  em- 
inense,  and  decidedly  progressive  in  their  spirit.  New  facts 
and  thoughts  have  an  evident  charm  for  them;  and  their  colla- 
tion of  experience,  and  remarks  thereon,  are  full  of  sti^gestion. 
In  our  next  issue  we  will  make  some  selections  from  the  excel 
lent  chapter  on  Antiphlogistic  Treatment. 

"What  to  jdo  First,"  is  a  nandy  little  volume  by  Dr.  Dulles, 
giving  very  sensible  directions  for  such  accidents  as  drownin^% 
choking,  su^ocation,  fainting,  spasms,  burns,  sprains,  wounds, 
bleedings,   etc.     It  will  be  found  very  useful.    Philadelphia 
Presley  Blakiston.     60  cents. 

"The  Skin  in  Health  and  Disease,"  %  Dr.  L.  D.  Bulkley,  is 
another  in  the  excellent  series  of  American  Healtli  Primers  is- 
sued by  Presley  Blackiston,  Piiiladelphia.  Dr.  Dulkley  is  pro- 
ficient on  skin  diseases.  Cincinnati ;  R.  M.  Clarke  &  Co.  50 
cents. 
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NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


^The  credit  of  trapping  and  bagging  the  infamous  "Dr." 

Buchanan,  the  diploma-seller  of  Philadelphia,  is  due  to  the 
Daily  Record  newspaper  of  that  city.  The  medical  journals 
and  honorable  colleges  ihere  took  little  interest  in  the  matter. 
Commenting  on  this  fact,  the  Louisville  Medical  News  says : 
"There  is  great  danger  that  the  medical  press  and  educational 
establishments  in  a  certain  quarter  will  perish  between  dignity 
and  dullness."     Pretty  hard  on  their  brethren. 

America  has  colonies  of  lepers  in  New  Brunswick,  a  large 

number  of  cases  scattered  through  the  Southern  States,  and  a 
number  in  California  that  have  been  imported  from  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  China.  Fifty  cases  have  been  recorded  in  the 
United  States ;  and  the  malady  extends  just  in  proportion  as 
the  lepers  are  allowed  intercourse  with  others. 

^Tlie  daughter  of  the  Mayor  of  Grambke,  ne;ir  Bremen,  is  by 

the  British  medical  journals  reported  to  have  slept  nearly  six 
months  without  waking. 
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ABSENCE  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

DK.   S.  S.  STAUL. 


I  WAS  recently  visited  by  Mr.  J.  B.  II.,  u  I'armer,  who  came  to 
consult  me  in  regard  to  his  wife.  He  stated  that  she  was  suf; 
faring  from  derangement  of  menstruation ;  and  desired  me  to 
give  him  something  to  remove  this  condition  of  things,  if  pos- 
sible. I  questioned  him  closely,  but  was  unable  to  elicit  such 
information  on  the  case  as  I  desired ;  but  gave  him  some  medi- 
cine, with  the  understanding  that  he  would  bring  Mrs.  H.  to  my 
office  if  the  medicine  did  not  have  the  desired  effect. 

In  about  two  weeks  he  came  back,  and  brought  his  wife. 
She  was  a  lady  of  22  years,  had  been  married  two  years,  first 
changed  when  18  years  old,  had  never  missed  a  single  time 
since  her  first  change.  She  enjoyed  the  very  best  of  health, 
and  every  function  of  the  system  seemed  to  be  performed 
naturally.  She  is  one  of  the  healthiest  looking  women  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  a  model  of  good  looks  and  fine  form. 

But  here  lies  her  trouble :  She  had  become  aware  that  the 
catamenial  discharge,  instead  of  passing  ofi*  by  the  n^,tural  chan- 
nel, found  its  way  to  the  bladder  and  passed  off  with  the  urine. 
The  only  inconvenience  she  suffered  during  the  change,  was 
pain  in  the  back.  It  was  a  deep,  heavy  aching ;  and  not  an 
acute  or  sharp  suflfering.  Her  urine  would  become  scanty,  and 
of  a  pink  color;  and  then  to  use  her  own  words,  "There  would 
be,  for  two  or  three  days,  frequently,  something  pass  off  that 
resembled  small  pieces  of  flesh  ;  and  as  the  changes  passed  off, 
the  urine  would  naturally  return  until  it  became  clear  and  very 
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excessive  in  quantity,  and  remain  this  way  for  several  dayi 
After  this  the  kidneys  would  calm  down  and  perform  thei 
function  in  a  natural  manner  until  the  same  thing  had  to  b 
gone  through  again." 

Supposing  this  state  of  affairs  might  be  due  to  an  imperforat 
hymen,  I  made  an  examination.  Instead  of  finding  a  hymei 
not  ruptured,  I  found  that  the  vagina  terminated  in  a  «regu 
lar  cul-de-sac,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  to  two  inches  from  th< 
vulva.  Carefully  examining  the  bottom  or  extremity  of  thi? 
pouch,  and  it  was  found  to  consist  of  many  waved  or  fringe- 
like folds ;  and  was  capable  of  very  considerable  distension  on 
opening  the  valves  of  the  speculum,  and  would  immediatelv 
contract  when  the  valves  were  closed. 

My  conclusion  from  the  examination  was,  tliat  I  had  in  my 
care  a  lady  without  a  uterus.     I  asked  the  privilege  of  calling 
counsel,  which  was  agreed  to;   and  Drs.  Newcomer  and  Singer, 
of  Connellsville,  were  sent  for.     A  very  thorough  examination 
was  now  instituted.     We  found,  as  under  my  own  examination, 
the  above  distensible  and  elastic  cul-de-sac  at  the  upper  end  o 
the  vagina.    A  catheter  introduced  to  the  bladder  was  very  dis- 
tinctly felt  by  the    finger  introduced   to  the  rectum.     When 
moved  in  different  directions,  its  movements  were  easily  dis- 
cerned, and  nothing  but  thin  partition  walls  could  be  found  be- 
tween the  bladder  and  the  bowel.     We  each  satisfied  ourselves 
of  these  facts ;  and  concluded  that  this  lady,  menstruating  regu 
larly  by  the  bladder,  had  ovaries  but  no  uterus. 

Dawfion's^  Pa. 


•0- 


NEW  STUDIES  ON   OLD  REMEDIES. 

PROF.  W.  H.  COOK,  M.  D. 


Read  before  the  Ohio  Physio  Medical  Society,  May  14,  1880. 

Our  day  is  somewhat  remarkable  for  the  eagerness  with  wliicli 
men  run  after  new  things ;  and  physicians  partake  of  this  rest- 
lessness  and  infatuation.  With  the  enlargement  of  commercial 
relations  comes  an  increasing  spirit  of  inquiry  into  the  remedies 
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of  other  countries  ;  and  remote  sections  and  benighted  lands  are 
made  to  bring  forth  their  materia  medica  for  our  scrutiny.  The 
so-called  '*new  remedies"  offered  for  our  examination  within 
the  last  five  years,  are  so  numerous  that  one  finds  it  difficult  to 
keep  track  of  them. 

Much  of  this  pushing  f6rwai"d  of  new  things,  is  due  lo  the  en- 
terprise    of    manufaclurers.      It    is    immensly    profitable    to 
them   to    secure  a   good  run   for  a   new   drug;    hence    they 
use  every  device   known  in  trade    to  get    the   attention    of 
the  profession  to  new  articles.    Should  the  thing  itself  prove 
worthless   at   last,   its   sales    have    meantime    added    to   the 
dealer^s   wealth.     But   the   profession   itself    is  in  a  state   of* 
unrest  in  this    matter.     All  poisons  give  such  unsatisfactory 
results,  that  physicians  who  use  them  aro  constantly  longing 
for  something  that  will  pr<\e  more  reliable.     Painfully  realiz- 
ing their  limited  control  over  disease,  and  the  marked  uncer- 
.  tainty  of  their  ministrations,  they  eagerly  grasp  at  any  new 
thing  offered,  even  while  praising  that  which  they   hope  to  re- 
place with  something  better.     It  is  unfortunate  (hat  most  of  the 
new  articles  offered  are  equally  dangerous  with  the  old  ones, 
and  the  trust  in  poisons  is  adhered  to  by  those  who  have  been 
educated  in  that  error. 

I  commend  the  spirit  of  enquiry,  and  thank  the  tradesmen 
for  many  good  things  brought  to  us  by  their  enterprise.  Yet 
I  often  find  it  safest  to  be  a  little  conservative,  and  believe  we 
can  do  our  profession  much  good  by  searching  more  thoroughly 
into  the  possibilities  of  reliable  agents  already  in  our  hands. 
You  may  feel  interested  in  some  observations  which  I  have 
been  making  on  a  few  of  these. 

HYDRASTIS  CANADENSIS. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  confidence  we  have  all 
learned  to  repose  in  this  agent,  as  one  of  tlie  most  valuable 
tonics  we  possess.  We  know  all  about  its  virtues  for  certain  con- 
ditions of  the  stomach,  in  mouth  and  throat  ulcerations,  vaginal 
troubles  as  well  as  those  of  the  bladder,  ophtiialmia?.,  etc.  We 
have  all,  no  doubt,  used  it  in  applications  to  certain  classes  of 
sores,  as  a  tonic  in  dropsies,  and  in  jaundice.  But  I  would  ask 
your  attention  to  a  few  considerations  of  another  and  more 
special  character. 
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From  a  careful  analysis  of  many  cases  and  conditions  where 
I  have  used  hydraslis  to  the  greatest  advantage,  it  is  my  con- 
clusion that  it  has  a  peculiar  power  over  the  right  side  of 
the  heart  and  the  general  venous  circulation.  We  are  familar 
with  agencies  tiiat  stimulate  the  left  side  of  the  heart  and  the 
arterial  circulation;  and  understand  well  the  use  of  capsicum, 
xanthoxylum,  serj^ntaria,  and  other  remedies  of  this  class. 
But  the  profession  has  been  loo  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  venous 
circulation  is  just  as  important  as  arterial,  that  there  can  be  no 
equilibrium  of  the  blood  current  except  the  veins  and  their 
radicles  perform  their  full  share  in  the  circulatory  function,  and 
that  the  tissues  of  these  vessels  are  as  liable  as  other  tissues 
to  depart  from  the  healthy  standard.  All  congestions  involve 
the  venous  capillaries,  and  general  venous  stasis  is  often 
more  alarming  than  arterial  disturbances  of  a  similar  grade. 
How  important,  then,  that  we  should  search  out  and  classify 
remedies  that  may  be  found  to  act  directly  upon  the  ven- 
ous structures,  rather  than  depend  on  arterial  stimulants 
to  maintain  by  their  compulsion  the  venous  flow  when 
the  latter  is  at  fault.  We  will  the  better  appreciate  the 
value  of  such  an  investigation,  when  we  remember  that  the 
capillary,  circulation  has  a  capacity  more  than  300  times 
that  of  the  arteries;  and  that  all  structural  support,  which  is 
performed  by  the  capillaries,  absolutely  demands  the  removal 
of  waste  elements  upon  the  venous  side. 

When  we  stop  to  consider  the  places  where  hydrastis  has  long 
been  used  as  a  local  application,  we  will  see  they  are  conditions 
of  enfeebled  v.enous  capillaries.  In  poultices,  it  is  suitable 
w^hen  the  skin  is  the  purplish-red  of  congestion,  but  not  suit- 
able when  the  coloi  is  the  scarlet  of  inflammation.  As  a  mouth 
wasji,  it  is  excellent  in  aphthous  conditions,  where  capillary 
stasis  precedes  and  accompanies  ulceration,  and  the  tissues  are 
dusky.  As  a  gargle,  it  is  advantageous  when  the  pharynx  is 
dusky  and  suffers  either  superficial  or  follicular  ulceration ; 
when  the  fauces  are  dark-red  in  scarlatina  or  diphtheria.  But 
when  the  fauces  and  tonsils  are  bright  red  in  acute  quinsy  or 
similar  disease,  hydrastis  is  out  of  place.  Our  benefits  have  al- 
ways been  obtained,  when  we  used  the  article  locally  for  en- 
gorgements that  presented  passive  hypenemia,  venous  feeble- 
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ness,  and  a  ten'deucy  to  breaking  down  of  tissue  from  such  con- 
ditions. « 

Analysing  the  cases  of  dropsy  in  which  good  will  result  from 
its  use,  and  it  will  be  found  that  il^  effects  are  not  due  to  the 
mere  fact  of  the  agent  being  a  tonic.  Other  tonics  will  not  se- 
cure for  us  the  same  results.  Hydrastis,  associated  with  he- 
patics,  is  followed  by  an  impro.vement  such  as  will  not  follow 
the  use  of  cinchona,  Scutellaria,  and  many  others  of  our  best 
tonics,  with  the  same  hepatics.  It  fills  a  place  peculiar  to  itself. 
This  place  will  be  found  in  its  ability  to  sustain  the  venous  cir- 
culation, as  in  ascites  combined  with  hepatic  engorgement ; 
^rhereas  in  oedema,  hydrocephalus,  and  other  serous  effusions 
\v^here  the  venous  circulation  is  but  little  at  fault,  this  agent  will 
be  of  very  limited  benefit. 

Following  this  ^path,  and  we  find  the  hydrastis  many  t\mes 
proves  of  great  reliability  in  jaundice.  And  the  cases  where  its 
value  will  be  most  pronounced,  will  be  those  where  the  great 
portal  system  of  viens  gives  evidence  of  feebleness  and  conse- 
quent engorgement.  In  those  jaundices  originating  from  vis- 
cidity of  the  bile  in  the  ducts,  hydrastis  will  be  of  no  advant- 
age, for  it  exerts  no  influence  required  for  the  removal  of  these 
conditions. 

During  the  sub-acute  stage  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  that  malady 
so  directly  seated  in  the  veins,  no  tonic  has  such  an  excellent 
influence  as  hydrastis.  It  gives  distinct  relief  to  the  peculiar 
suffering  and  stiffness,  and  promotes  absorption  of  the  effusion. 
And  I  long  ago,  without  then  understanding  why,  found  quite 
distinct  benefit  from  its  use  in  the  effusions  resulting  f.om  right 
cardiac  affections.  I  am  now  persuaded  that  this  benefit  was 
due  to  the  support  given  by  this  agent  to  the  venous  system, 
reaching  in  positive  measures  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart  it- 
self. Of  this  I  have  within  two  years  had  full  evidence,  obtain- 
ing very  distinct  relief  from  this  class  of  cardiac  affections 
where  everything  else  proved  unavailing  and  death  seemed 
imminent.  In  three  instances  I  have  quieted  a  tumultuous 
heart,  with  right  ventricular  dilatation,  by  using  hydrastis 
phosphate  alone ;  and  have  kept  it  greatly  quieted  for  weeks  at 
a  time  where  previously  it  had  given  incessant  trouble.  Dur- 
in    the  long  periods  of  relief  thus  obtained,   the  secondary 
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swellings  and  bronchitis  and  dyspnoea  have  corresponclingrV 
abated.  Nothing  but  the  most  direct  and  reliable  vfenaus  aii< 
right  cardiac  tonic  could  possibly  secure  the  ease  that  I  havi 
repeatedly  obtained  from  hydrastis  in  these  agonizing  cases. 

From  the  suggestion  furnished  by  these  c.ises,  I  judged  that 
the  same  article  would  be  good  for  the  pulmonary  engorgement 
of  pneumonia  during  hepatization.  Acting  upon  the  though t^  I 
prescribed  it  in  three  distinct  cases  within  a  year,  and  each 
time  with  results  of  unexpected  excellence. 

Were  sufficient  time  at  my  command,  it  would  be  a  <*^reat 
pleasure  to  me  to  furnish  the  details  of  the  several  cases    to 
which  allusion  has  been  made.     But  this  is  not  necessary,  for 
the  members  of  the  Society  can  readily  bring  to  mind  distinct 
cases  of  the  kind.     What  I  wish  especially  to  offer,  is  the  posi- 
tiveness  with  which  hydrastis  acts  on  the  tissues  in  question. 
We  can  then  appreciate  one  particular  sphere  of  its  usefulness 
much  more  fully  than  heretofore,  and  can  make  with  it  com- 
binations of  increased  efficacy.     Much  as  I  have  always  prized 
hydrastis,  this  new  field  for  its  applicability  gives  it  a  greatly- 
increased  value  in  my  eyes ;  and  I  feel  more  grateful  than  ever 
to  Samuel  Thomson  for  having    introduced  this    remarkable 
remedy  to  professional  use. 

EUPATORIUM  PURPUREUM. 

One  of  the  most  efficient  and  reliable  of  our  renal  depurants 
is  found  in  the  eupatorium  purpureum.  It  also  exerts  some 
useful  influence  over  uterine  irritations,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  among  our  good  relaxing  agents  for  the  ganglionic  nerves. 
But  at  this  time  I  wish  especially  to  invite  attention  to  its  ac 
tion  on  the  spinal  nerves,  which  I  have  become  satisfied  in  very 
considerable. 

My  use  of  it  here  has  been  chiefly  in  those  peculiar  cases  of 
spinal  irritation  which  fail  to  present  an  organic  lesion  to  the 
pathologist,  but  which  offer  a  yery  palpable  history  of  spinal 
sensitiveness  to  the  physician.  They  are  met  principally 
among  women.  For  months  and  years  together,  portions  of  the 
spine  suffer  an  unremitting,  dull  aching;  with  periods  of  more 
acute  pain  at  different  points,  and  a  constant  sensitiveness  on 
pressure.  Walking,  riding,  and  all  sudden  motions  cause  much 
distress;  and  the  patient  is  in  perpetual  misery,  oftentimes 
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decided  pain.  Quite  probably  there  is  uterine  hyperesthesia 
present;  and  married  women  of  this  class  are  usually  the  vic- 
tims of  marital  abuse. 

I  have  long  used  the  purpureum  in  certain  classes  of  sperma- 
torrheal  cases ;  and  with  invariable  benefit  when  I  congned  it 
to  this,  the  spinal  class.     From  this  experience  I  had  reflected 
that  the  same  agent  might  prove  of  use  in  spinal  erethism,  when 
this  resulted  from  uterine  over-excitement.     Its  gentle  influ- 
ence over  the  uterus  itself,  strengthened  the  idea.    Ere  long, 
an  opportunity  to  test  the  thought  presented.     My  care  was 
sought  in  the  case  of  a  lady  presenting  the  fullest  characters  of 
spinsil  irritation,  to  a  degree  that  had  rendered  her  incapable 
of  any  but  the  most  trifling  exertions  for  over  three  years.    She 
could  not  walk  fifty  yards  ^t  a  time,  nor  sit  up  beyond  fifteen 
minutes;  yet  the  most    careful  watching  of  her  case,  daily, 
failed  to  detect  any  lesions,  though  at  first  they  were  suspected. 
She  had  a  great  deal  of  vaginal  erethism  without  leucorrhea, 
the  uterus  was  very  sensitive,  and  the  urine  contained  consider- 
able mucus. 

For  the  cystic  catarrh,  I  selected  an  infusion  9f  amygdalus 
leaves,  used  cold.     For  the  spinal  and  uterine  hyperaerthesia, 
determined  on  giving  a  full  test  to  the  eupatorium  purpureum. 
This  was  used  freely  in  cold  infusion,  the  leaves  of  amygdalus 
being  added  to  it  in  moderate  quantities  ;  and  a  suitable  dose 
given  every  two  hours.     On  the  spine  was  used  a  liniment  of 
oils  origanum  and  mentha  viridis  in  alcohol.  Hepatic  action  was 
improved  by  appropriate  measures ;  but  these  were  soon  dis- 
continued, and  the  treatment  then  was  almost  exclusively  the 
before-mentioned    infusion.     Progress    toward    recovery   was 
steady  and  satisfactory,  and  in  less  than  a  year  the  spinal  and 
uterine  irritation  was  entirely  gone,  the  lady  scarcely  had  oc- 
casion to  lie  down  during  the  day,  and  could  walk  a  mile  or 
ride  five  miles  without  discomfort. 

^  This  case  is  typical  of  three  others  which  I  have  treated 
in  nearly  the  same  way,  using  the  purpureum  in  excess  of  all 
other  remedies ;  and  in  each  instance  the  improvement  soon  be- 
came decided  and  ultimate  cure  was  obtained.  It  is  proper  to 
add  that  in  each  case  marital  association  was  strictly  prohibited, 
and  the  prohibition  made  efiectual. 
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Within  the  last  six  months,  there  came  into  my  hands  a  case 
of  locomotor  ataxia.  It  had  been  developing  for  somewhat 
more  than  a  year,  showed  a  marked  degree  of  spinal  hypenes- 
thesia  along  the  middle  of  the  dorsal  region,  sense  of  tighten- 
ing around  the  lower  ribs,  and  much  restlessness  and  amorous 
excitement.  I  resolved  to  test  the  power  of  eupatoriuin  pur- 
pureum  over  spinal  erethism,  and  directed  a  strong  infusion  to 
be  taken,  cold,  in  full  doses  every  two  hours.  No  other  medi- 
cine whatever  was  given  internally,  except  an  occasional  dose 
of  leptandrin.  Outwardly,  a  liniment  of  lobelia  tincture  and 
fluid  extract  verbascum  was  employed,  twice  a  day.  Two  beds 
were  established  in  the  familv. 

Gradually  but  quite  perceptibly  the  man  improved.  His 
sleep  became  fair,  a  ravenous  appetite  lessened  to  nearly 
natural  proportions;  the  restlessness  abated,  the  spinal  sensi- 
tiveness grew  distinctly  better,  and  it  appeared  to  me  and  to 
his  friends  that  his  gait  was  somewhat  mending.  I  began  to 
hope  that  a  better  future  was  before  him,  when  his  amorous 
feelings  coulii  be  restrained  no  longer,  and  he  indulged  himself 
to  exhaustion.  Ashamed  to  return  to  me,  he  put  himself  under 
other  hands,  and  is  rapidly  getting  worse ;  but  the  beneficial 
impression  made  ui>on  his  spiue  by  the  eupatoreumpurpureum, 
was  far  beyond  anything;  I  had  expected. 


PROPOSITION  FOR  A  NATIONAL  P.-M.  CONVENTION. 


The  subject  of  a  National  Physio-Medical  Convention  has 
been  under  discussion  for  more  than  a  year,  and  has  met  with 
a  very  favorable  reception.  To  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, it  is  very  desirable  that  as  many  States  as  are  willing 
shall  co-operate.  To  this  end  we  respectfully  urge  upon  Physio- 
Medicalists  in  every  State  to  organize  State  Societies,  where 
there  are  none;  and  we  invite  them  to  appoint  committeeh  from 
such  Societies  to  consult  with  us  and  the  other  States  on  this 

matter. 

The  proposed  convention  is  designed  to  include  only  true 
Physio  Medicalists,  who  adhere  strictly  to  the  principles  and 
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practice  of  this  school,  and  who  discard  all  poisons.  It  is  in- 
tended to  be  composed  of  delegates  sent  from  State  Societies 
with  authority  to  represent  them,  and  in  such  ratios  of  delegates 
to  members  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Committees, — all 
delegates  to  be  graduates  from  a  Physio-Medical  College  in 
good  standing;  or  licentiates  of  not  less  than  fifteen  years 
standing  from  an  incorporated  State  Society;  or  graduates  from 
honorable  colleges  of  other  schools,  who  have  been  licensed  by 
a  State  P.M.  Society. 

We  believe  such  a  convention  would  bring  our  people  into 
closer  unity,  prepare  them  to  act  in  concert  to  resist  unjust 
medical  laws,  and  give  strength  to  our  cause.  We  solicit  early 
organization  by  the  several  States,  in  the  hope  that  satisfactory 
arrangements  may  be  completed  for  such  a  couventi  ;n  by  the 
summer  of  1881. 

W.  H.  Cook,  m.d.  )  ^, .     ^ 

H.  E.  Hoke,  m.d.     ^^^^  Committee. 

Geo.  S.  Chalmers,  m.d. 

O.  W.  F.  Snyder,  m.d.    \  Illinois  Cornmittee. 

W.  B.  Carson,  m.d. 


ASSAILING   THE  PHYSIO-MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 


The  Physio-Medical  Institute,  standing  as  the  unwavering 
exponent  of  the  principles  of  sanative  medication,  is  a  constant 
object  of  attack  to  all  who  oppose  those  principles.  For  it  is 
probable  that,  if  it  could  be  destroyed  after  existing  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  the  entire  Physio-Medical  cause  would  be 
destroyed  with  it.  Hence  every  form  of  assault  is  persistently 
made  upon  it  by  ecletics  of  all  degrees,  for  its  ex-istence  is  a 
reproof  to  their  unfounded  pretensions  about  medical  reform. 
The  Institute  receives  far  more  honorable  treatment  from  the 
allopathists  as  a  body,  than  from  the  eclectics ;  and  we  have, 
for  long  years  and  upon  every  occasion,  found  the  eclectics 
much  more  dangerous  to  the  entire  philosophy  of  Sanative 
Medication  than  the  allopathists. 
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Another  class  of  opponents  to  the  Institute  is  found  among 
those  who  have  sought  to  use  it  for  their  own  selfish  ends,  and 
faile !  in  the  attempt.    This  colle<;e  was  nothing  to  them,  nn> 
less  it  would  sustain  them  in  some  unholy  ambition,  or  unless 
they  could  control  it  for  their  own  purpose.     Failing  in  this,  it 
became  an  object  of  their  hatred ;  and  to  destroy  it,  regardless 
of  the  destruction  this  would  bring  to  the  entire  cause,  has  been 
a  leading  aim  with  a  number  of  disappointed  souls  who  still  call 
themselves  Physio-Medicalists.    Diploma-buyers  and  diploma* 
sellers,  who  pet  and   admire  one   another  in  their  common 
shame,  can  find  no  words  abusive  enough  against  the  Physio- 
Medical  Instctcttb,  which  refuses  to  recognize   their  corrupt 
papers.     Abortionists  are  not  content  unless  abusing  it.     Men 
who  have  failed  to  graduate  in  it,  find  their  sweetest  revenge 
in  maliging  it. 

This  college  has  not  attempted  to  gain  the  good-will  of  such 
men.  It  will  help  to  educate  and  to  sustain  all  true  men,  and 
has  never  failed  to  stand  by  the  honor  of  its  graduates.  But  ft 
will  not  lower  its  high  tone  to  get  any  man^s  favor,  nor  deviate 
from  its  faithful  course  to  please  any  man's  selfishness.  It 
labors  for  honorable  men;  and  if  our  cause  does  not  contain 
enough  such  men  to  give  it  a  support,  it  will  cheerfully  die ; 
but  it  will  never  lower  its  standard  to  get  the  patronage  of  tlie 
corrupt  and  unreliable.  The .  classes  of  sterling  men  sent  to  it 
year  after  year,  show  the  high  appreciation  in  which  it  is  held 
by  the  true  men  of  this  profession. 

Circumstances  that  have  arisen  during  the  past  year,  seem  to 
make  it  necessary  once  again  to  define  the  position  of  the  In- 
8TITUTE  thus  clearly.  A  combined  systematic  eflFort  has  been 
made  to  misrepresent  it,  and  thereby  to  damage  it.  This  at- 
tempt has  been  made  by  men  calling  themselves  Physio-Medi- 
calists, and  who  hoped  to  have  their  statements  believed  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  of  this  School  in  Medicine.  So  well  is 
this  known  throughout  the  country,  that  our  naming  it  will  not 
be  news.  The  present  class,  and  the  fine  character  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  it,  are  a  sufl^cient  answer  as  to  the  estimate  that  the 
beat  men  in  our  ranks  place  upon  tlie  Institute  We  are  satis- 
fied.    And  now,  as  a  part  of  our  general  historj'',  we  present 
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the  following  articles,  which  were  published  in  the  Cincinnati 
Enquirer  of  October  28th  and  29th,  respectively : 

AN  ALLEGED  OUTRAGE. 

Yesterday  about  one  hundred  students  of  the  Eelectic  Medi- 
cal Institute,  composed  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  visited  the 
Physio-Medical  Institute  to  hear  Professor  W.  H.  Cook  lec- 
ture. Upon  seeing  Dr.  Wilson,  a  former  student  of  the  Insti- 
tute, among  the  audience,  Professor  Cook  stopped  in  his  dis- 
course and  sent  for  a  policeman.  He  then  went  to  Dr.  Wilson 
and  ordered  him  out.  It  was  stated  by  a  witness  to  the  scene 
that  Dr.  Wilson  was  not  creating  the  least  disturbance  what- 
ever. He  was  accompanied  by  a  lady,  and  as  soon  as  the 
visitors  from  the  Eclectic  realized  what  had  been  done  they  all 
left,  greatly  incensed.  Dr.  Wilson  has  been  giving  the  P.-M.  I. 
some  trouble  in  the  Courts,  and*  also  before  the  Illinois  State 
Medical  Board. 

"AN  ALLEGED  OUTRAGE." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer:  Under  the  above  caption 
your  issue  of  today  gives  a  one-sided  account  of  an  occurrence 
at  the  Physio-Medical  Institute,  which  does  injustice  to  this 
College.     I  ask  space  for  correction. 

Ijast  winter  Dr.  S.  B.  S.  Wilson,  of  Olathe,  Kansas,  was  a 
student  in  the  Physio  Medical  Institute,  and  an  applicant  for 
graduation.  He  utterly  failed  to  reach  the  standard  we  re- 
quired, and  a  diploma  was  unanimously  refused  to  him.  He 
then,  in  the  Courts,  sought  to  make  us  return  part  of  his  fees, 
but  failed  in  the  attempt.  Then  he  made  an  affidavit  against 
the  Institute  to  the  Illinois  Board  of  Health,  designed  to  get 
that  Board  to  reject  our  diplomas.  His  affidavit  was  crowded 
with  misstatements.  He  failed  with  the  Board,  which  recog- 
nizes our  diplomas. 

This  fall  Wilson  entered  the  clasS  of  the  Eclectic  College 
here,  and  wrote  to  many  persons  implying  that  the  Institute 
was  in  trouble  about  its  standing,  and  seeking  to  influence  men 
not  to  attend  it.  Students  who  came  here  to  attend  the 
Institute  were  by  him  personalfy  urged  not  to  do  so,  but  to 
go  to  other  Colleges. 

Yesterday  morning,  some  time  before  lectures  befi:an,  Wilson 
came  to  the  Institute  with  about  seventy-five  students,  said  to 
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be  from  the  Eclectic  College.  He  told  our  students  they  had 
come  to  ^'sell  us  out,''  auji  proceeded  to  defame  me  personally. 
Some'  of  his  company  began  to  whistle  and  sing  and  make  con- 
siderable noise.  Coupled  with  Wilson's  words,  it  looked  like 
an  invasion  of  our  halls  for  the  purpose  of  rowdyism.  Notified 
of  affairs  before  I  reached  the  hall,  I  sent  for  a  policeman  as  a 
matter  of  precaution,  and  then  began  my  lecture.  During  the 
first  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes,  a  group  of  the  eclectic  students 
kept  up  a  low  whistling,  seeming  desirous  of  exciting  a  general 
outburst,  and  one  of  them  was  busy  trying  to  loosen  a  Venetian 
blind  that  it  might  fall. 

So  soon  as  I  knew  a  policeman  was  on  the  pavement  I  went 
to  Wilson  and  quietly  directed  him  to  leave  the  hall  and  not  re- 
turn to  it.  Under  no  circumstances,  not  even  if  he  is  protected 
by  a  body  of  women,  will  we  permit  him  to  the  Institute.  He 
at  once  left.  All  the  other  Eclectic  students  instantly  and  sug- 
gestively rose  to  follow  him,  though  not  a  word  had  been  said 
to  them,  .\nd  very  few  of  them  could  have  heard  my  few  low 
words  to  Wilson.  One  of  them,  who  had  sat  in  the  group  of 
whistlers,  began  to  grow  obstreperous.  I  notified  him  we  would 
permit  no  disturbance,  but  would  pass  any  disturber  over 
to  the  police  ;  and  the  officer  was  then  asked  to  come  up  into  the 
hall.  The  invaders  left,  some  lingering  to  say  they  meant  no 
disturbance.  They  were  told  that  they  were  all  welcome  to 
remain,  but  did  not. 

These  are  the  facts.  The  P.-M.  Institute  always  welcomes  re- 
spectable visitors.  But  we  will  deal  vigorously  with  any  man, 
or  any  number  of  men,  who  may  invade  our  halls  from  other 
Colleges  to  disturb  us.  Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  Physio-Medical  Institute. 

October  28, 1880. 


Wilson's  story  against  the  Institute  was  circulated  widely 
during  the  summer,  and  numbers  insisted  that  our  diplomas 
had  been  rejected  by  the  Illinois  Board,  and  rolled  this  idea  as 
a  sweet  morsel  under  their  tongues.  It  mattered  not  to  them 
that  it  was  untrue ;  for  they  loved  the  falsehood  better  than 
they  would  have  done  the  truth.  The  Eclectic  Institute  of  this 
stood  suspended  by  the  Board  for  some  time ;  and  had  great 
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trouble  in  getting  itself  square  so  as  to  be  recognized.  But  the 
Physio-Medical  Institute  has  always  done  an  honorable  busi- 
ness, feared  no  man's  investigation,  and  has  never  had  its  di- 
plomas questioned.  Men  would  gladly  confound  it  with  col. 
leges  of  a  similar  name ;  but  it  is  not  and  never  was  connected 
with  those  disreputable  concerns,  and  is  in  no  way  a  party  to 
their  corruptions. 

In  this  connection,  to  show  the  kind  of  men  who  assail  this 
college,  we  present  the  following  letter,  received  from  Dr.  Wil- 
son more  than  a  year  ago.  Comment  is  not  needed ;  and  of 
course  any  honorable  man  will  understand  that  we  did  not  an- 
swer a  letter  containing  such  propositions  : 

Office  of  S.  B.  S.  Wilson. 
Physio-Medical  Physician  and  Surgeon. 
Olathe^  Kansas^  Oct.  8,1879. 

Dr.  Cook. — I  will  be  in  Cincinnati  on  the  15th.  Am  coming 
by  Indianapolis,  going  to  stop  and  see  how  things  are  there. 
Will  be  there  Monday  next.  Can  you  make  it  interesting  some 
time  if  I  should  invite  (induce)  some  students  to  come  with  me 
to  Cincinnati?  A  little  chin  music,  and  a  desire  manifested 
to  not  matriculate  till  I  see  how  things  are  at  the  Institute, 
will  do  it.  Address  me  at  44  East  Ohio  street,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  care  of  Hasty.  Get  some  one  to  back  your  letter  and  send 
it  without  your  card  on  the  envelope.  I  will  be  at  1010  Clay 
Avenue,  St.  Louis,  next  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  until  train 
time  Monday  morning,  if  you  desire  writing  to  me  there. 

Yours  truly,  S.  B.  S.  Wilson. 


A  CASE  OF  CHRONIC  HEPATITIS. 

DR.  W.  M.  FLETCHER. 


On  April  29th,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady  aged  62,  of  nervous- 
bilious  temperament.  Has  been  indisposed  for  five  years,  the  last 
two  of  which  have  confined  her  to  her  bed,  she  not  having  been 
able  to  sit  up  an  hour  during  this  time.  She  has  taken  treat- 
ment from  a  majority  of  the  physicians  hereabouts,  but  has 
steadily  continued  to  grow  worse,  receiving  no  benefit  from 
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their  medication.  The  diagnosis  has  been  pulmonary  phthisis, 
and  the  medication  has  been  directed  against  that  malady. 
,  When  I  was  called,  she  had  recently  taken  a  severe  cold,  and 
was  suffering  from  severe  pleuritic  pains  in  botli  sides.  A 
cough,  which  had  been  very  troublesome  before,  was  now  near- 
ly unbearable.  Respiration  hurried,  and  chiefly  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  lungs ;  pulse  frequent  and  small ;  face  and  hands 
somewhat  cyanosed.  I  prescribed  equal  part3  fluid  extracts 
asclepias  and  cimicifuga,  tinctures  serpentaria  and  zingiber, 
and  gave  a  teaspoon  in  water  every  half  hour.  As  a  hp.patio. 
gave  two  grains  leptandrin  and  one  grain  each  apocynin  and 
hydrastia  phosphate  every  six  hours  till  an  operation  frorc  the 
liver  should  be  secured.  Over  the  breast  applied  stimulating 
liniment  every  three  hours. 

Found  some  improvement  the  next  da/.  Skin  moist,  pulse 
not  so  frequent,  more  firm,  breathing  much  easier  and  deeper. 
Bowels  moved  once.  She  had  slept  but  little  during  the  night, 
and  had  eaten  nothing.  Continued  the  previous  infusion^  add- 
ing one  half  part  cypripedium  fluid  extract.  Hepatic  to  be  re. 
peated  every  twelve  hours.  Gave  as  a  tonic  sulph  cinchouidia 
grj,  capsicum  gr.  ss,  every  three  hours. 

Considerable  improvement  the  following  day.  Continued 
the  same  treatment  for  the  next  ten  days,  with  distinct  im- 
provement each  day.  By  this  time  the  pain  had  wholly  sub- 
sided, appetite  quite  improved,  and  sleeping  well. 

I  now  changed  the  treatment  to  the  following  compound  : 
"Sf     F..  Extr.  Leplandra  3  ij 

Fl.  Extr.  Hydrastis, 
Fl.  Extr.  Caulophyllum 
Tinct.  Gentian  tfaSj 

Sqr.  Zingiber  to  complete  5  viii 

M.  Sig:  A  teaspoonful  before  each  meal,  and  before  bed. 
time. 

Few  variations,  anl  these  of  the  same  class  of  agents,  have 
been  made  in  this  prescription.  She  is  now  no  longer  in  her 
bed  during  the  day,  but  goes  about  the  house,  does  a  portion  of 
light  house-work,  and  is  able  to  ride  out  several  raile^  without 
inconvenience.  Is  gaining  in  flesh,  has  little  cough  or  expec- 
toration, and  enjoys  a  good  appetite. 
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THE  SALICYLATES  IN  RHEUMATIC  FEVER. 


The  communication  read  berore  the  Clinical  Society  by  its 
President,  Dr.  Greenhow,  were  interesting  from  the  doubt* 
which  was  thrown  upon  the  eflBcacy  of  the  prevalent  treatment 
of  the  acute  rheumatism.  After  a  careful  and  extended  trial 
of  salicin  and  the  salicylate  of  soda  in  this  disease,  he  concludes 
their  benefit  to  be  counter-balanced  by  the  toxic  efiects ;  and  he 
has  been  forced  reluctantly  to  admit  that  these  drugs  cannot  be 
considered  to  have  much  advanced  our  therapeutics  of  the  dis- 
ease in  question.  The  conclusions  deserve,  and  will  doubtless  re- 
ceive, full  attention  in  view  of  the  position  of  their  author,  and 
of  the  minute  scrutiny  to  which  he  has  subjected  the  facts  be- 
fore him.'  For  in  spite  of  the  mass  of  literature  tliat  has  grown 
up  around  this  particular  treatment,  in  spite  of  the  numerous' 
statistical  analyses  which  have  been  made  to  prove  that  in  the 
employment  of  these  drugs  in  rheumatic  fever  we  had  at  last 
got  hold  of  remedies  more  certain  in  their  action  and  more 
favorable  in  their  effects  than  any  that  have  hitherto  been  em- 
ployed, it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  growing  up  an  im- 
pression that  their  value  has  been  much  overrated.  At  the 
Cork  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  last  summer, 
some  members  ventured  to  raise  such  doubts  and  to  inculcate 
caution  in  the  administration  of  these  drugs,  hinting  darkly  at 
their  toxic  qualities.  Dr.  Southey  has  recently  written  slrongly 
in  the  same  sense,  and  we  have  now  to  add  Dr.  Greenhow's  ex- 
perience of  a  large  number  of  cases  treated  under  the  same  con- 
ditions of  environment,  diet,Jetc.,  to  this  category  of  scepticism. 

Briefly  summed  up.  Dr.  Greenhow's  conclusions  are  these: 
The  drugs  are  most  powerful  antipyretic  agents ;  as  a  rule,  with- 
in a  few  days  of  their  administration  the  fever  abates,  the  tem- 
gerature  falling  to  normal.  Almost  as  speedily,  and  often  more 
so,  does  the  pain  leave  the  affected  joints.  But  the  complica, 
tions  of  rheumatic  fever  do  not  seem  to  be  averted  by  Iheni. 
Evidences  of  cardiac  failure  often  call  fur  the  withdrawal  of 
the  drug ;  or  its  toxic  effects  are  shown  in  other  ways — in  deaf- 
ness, delirium,  headache  on  the  side  of  the  nervous  system,  or 
gastric  irritation  on  the  side  of  the  digestive  system.    Belapses 
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are  very  frequent;  partly  perhaps  on  account  of  the  necessity 
of  reducing  both  the  dose  administered  «nd  the  frequency  of 
its  administration,  and  partly  from  the  fact  of  the  natural 
tendency  of  many  cases  of  rheumatic  fever  to  relapse — in  spite 
of  treatment,  medicinal  and  dietetic.  Nor  has  Dr.  Qreenhow 
found  the  duration  of  the  disease  to  be  diminished,  but  if  anv- 
thing  prolonged  by  these  drugs,  which  leave  the  patient  more 
anaemic  and  debilitated  than  other  modes  of  treatment.  This 
forms  on  the  whole  a  heavy  indictment,  and  not  easily  gainsaid- 
'ITie  question  comes  to  this.  Is  the  relief  gained  by  early  dimin- 
ution of  the  febrile  spmptoms  and  the  pain  suflScient  to  put  in 
the  scale  against  the  many  and  obvious  drawbacks  of  the  use 
of  the  drugs  ? 

Before,  however,  consenting  to  commit  salicylates  to  the  lira 
bo  which  has  received  so  many  other  methods  of  treatment  of 
acute  theumatism,  which  each  in  turn  have  had  their  day  and 
ceased  to  be,  it  is  comforting  to  find  physicians  like  Drs.  Cava 
fy,  and  H.  Weber  expressing  their  continued  confidence  in  the 
use  of  these  drugs.     Dr.  Cavafy,  indeed,  relies  upon   almost 
heroic  doses,  and  thinks  but  lightly  of  their  toxic  efi'ects.     It 
seems  that  more  light  is  wanted  in  the  direction  alluded  to  by 
Dr.  Powell,  as  well  as  the  discovery  of  the   minimum   doses 
capable  of  producing  the  good  effects  of  the  drugs — a  dose 
which  can  be  maintained  for  a  long  period  and  be  tolerated  by 
the  patient,  so  that  by  keeping  up  its  continuous  administra- 
tion the  tendency  to  relapse  may  be  obviated.    It  can  hardly 
be  said  that  we  have  reached  this  yet.    It  may  be  that  neither 
salicin  nor  the  salicylate  of  soda  is  capable  of  such  effects  ;  that, 
as  Dr.  Greenhow  showed  in  his  cases,  the  therapeutical  effect 
can  hardly  be  produced  apart  from  the  toxic  effects,  although 
we  would  fain  hope  that  there  is  a  via  media  in  the  matter. 
Perhaps,  too,  the  combination  of  quinine  and  salicylic  acid  in- 
troduced to  notice  by  Dr.  Hewan  may  prove  more  reliable,  al- 
though the  preparation  is  one  of  the  costliest  in  the  pharmacy 
At  any  rate,  it  i^  incumbent  on  physicians  to  endeaver  to  sul»* 
mit  these  drugs  to  continued  careful  study,  and  not  to  rely  upon 
mere  impressions.  Our  own  feeling  is  and  has  long  been  in  favor 
of  the    salicylic  treatment  as  compared  with  other  methods: 
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but  had  the  facts  at  onr  disposal  been  as  profoundly  scrutinised 
as  those  of  the  President  of  the  Olinical  Society  the  impression 
might  have  been  found  to  be  baseless  after  all. — London  Lan- 
oet. 


•APPARATUS  FOR  INFLATION  OF  THE  LUNGS. 


Dr.  Gadbury,  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  employs  a  very,  simple 
and  inexpensive  apparatus,  for  artificial  inflation  of  the  lungs — 
a  method  of  treatment  which,  however  valuable,  has  been 
greatly  restricted  in  practice  on  account  of  the  bulk  and  ex- 
pensiveness  of  Waldenburg's  apparatus.  It  consists  merely  of 
a  Kichardson  hand-ball  and  bulb  atomizer,  in  which  a  mouth- 
piece  has  been  inserted  in  place  of  the  spray  tubes.  The 
method  of  its  employment  is  as  follows :  The  patient,  having  di^ 
lated  his  lungs  to  the  fullest  extent,  immediately  places  the 
tube  of  the  compressor  between  his  lips,  closes  the  nasal  pass- 
ages with  one  hand,  and  works  the  compressor  rapidly  with  the 
other  hand.  A  few  squeezes  pump  an  intermittent  current  of 
compressed  air  into  the  lungs ;  as  soon  as  the  distension  becomes 
unpleasant,  or  the  need  of  an  expiratory  movement  is  felt,  the 
instrument  is  withdrawn,  to  be  replaced  and  re-employed  in 
the  same  manner  a  few  moments  subsequently,  the  operation 
being  repeated  four  or  five  times  in  succession.  In  a  healthy 
subject  the  operation  is  painless  and  may  be  prolonged  for  a 
minute  or  more,  but  to  a  person  with  diseased  lungs  it  is  at  first 
disagreeable  thcugh  not  painful.  The  patient  can  at  first  force 
in  but  little  air,  but  practice  Eoon  enables  him  to  pump  it  in 
more  freely  and  for  a  longer  period  each  day.  After  frequent 
use  it  affords  great  comfort  to  thosei  who  suffer  from  a  feeling 
of  suffocation  and  have  diminished  capacity  of  the  lungs.  Dr. 
Gadbury  gives  brief  histories  of  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
apparatus  was  employed  with  great  benefit.  He  claims  that 
fresh  air  thus  forced  into  the  lungs  expands  unused  capillary 
tubes  and  air  cells,  displaces  the  residual  air  and  noxious  gases, 
excites  cough  and  expectoration,  removing  morbid  secretions  at 
once,  and  obviating  the  necessity  for  expectorant  medicines, 
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oxygenates  the  blood,  promotes  absorption,  relieves  dyspna 
gives  impetus  to  the  pulmonary  circulation,  reduces  tempei 
ture  in  fever,  and  dessicates  the  fluids  in  the  air  passages*  I 
expects  beneficial  effects  from  inflation  by  this  method  in  croc 
diphtheria,  bronchitis,  asthma,  tuberculosis,  whooping-cou^ 
asphyxia,  chloroform-poisoning,  foreign  bodies  in  the  air  pa^ 
ages,  and  many  other  obstructive  lesions  of  the  pulmonary  c 
gans  by  means  of  this  method. 

Dr.  J.  Solis  Oohen  writes  that  he  has  given  this  plan  a  tri 
during  the  past  year.  He  has  found  that  it  cannot  be  einpIoy< 
safely  in  all  cases  in  which  Waldenburg^s  apparatus  can  be  en 
ployed  with  advantage,  but  that  it  has  a  sufficiently  wide  rant 
of  utility.  In  patients  liable  to  haemoptysis  or  other  hemo 
rhages,  and  in  certain  cardiac  and  visceral  disorders,  the  intn 
thoracic  compression,  if  left  to  the  patient,  is  apt  to  be  tc 
powerfully  exercised,  and  thus  to  be  absolutely  detrimenfa 
He  believes  that  it  is  seldom  safe  to  use  compressed  air  with 
pressure  exceeding  from  one-sixtieth  to  one- thirtieth  of  aii  a\ 
mosphere,  a^d  quite  delicate  handling  of  the  ball  compress^c 
is  requisite  to  keep  within  this  limit,  while  the  size  of  the  com 
pressor  prevents  access  of  air  in  large  volume,  or  at  constan 
pressure.  He  has  found  the  Gadbury  particularly  useful  as  ) 
mechanical  expectorant. — St  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine. 


NOTES  On  obstetrics  and  GYNiECOLOGY. 


Invkbbion  Mistaken  for  Polypus. — ^In  the  Surgical  Society 
of  Paris,  Dr,  Ohavernac  reported  the  case  of  a  woman  aged  5S^ 
whose  last  confinement  was  30  years  before.  From  that  time 
she  had  suffered  with  a  tumor  in  the  vagina,  which  the  phy 
sicians  who  examined  her  had  unanimously  pronounced  a  uter- 
ine polypus.  Her  health  was  impaired  by  it,  and  she  demand- 
ed an  operation.  An  ordinary  ligature  was  applied,  severe  pain 
followed  and  paralysis  of  the  left  leg  quickly  developed.  At 
this  time  Dr,  C.  was  called.  He  concluded  that  the  tumor  wss 
not  a  polypus,  but  an  inverted  uterus,  one  diagnostic  point  be. 
ing,  that  when  the  mass  was  pressed  between  the  thumb  and 
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loger  it  was  felt  to  be  hollow  instead  of  solid.  The  ligature 
viras  removed ;  but  peritonitis  continued  and  the  woman  died 
in  thirty  hours  after  the  ligature  was  applied.  M.  Delens  stated 
that  he,  too,  had  removed  nn  inverted  uterus  which  had  been 
mistaken  for  a  polypus.  He  had  collated  reports  of  82  cases 
where  an  inverted  uterus  had  been  excised,  five  of  them  ter- 
minating fatally. —  Gazette  Obstetricale. 


RsMoviNa  Ovaries  for  a  Utbrinb  Tumor. — At  a  meeting  of 
the  N.  Y.  Obstetrical  Society  in  March,  Dr.  Mann  reported  the 
case  of  a  widow  aged  44,  who  for  six  years  had  a  tumor  of  the 
uterus,  with  frequent  hemorrhages.  Dr,  Thomas  diagnosed  a 
polypoid  within  the  uterus,  and  thought  removal  possible.  Dr. 
Mann  subsequently  found  several  fibroids  extending  above  the 
umbilicus,  and  the  cervix  so  dense  as  not  to  be  dilatable.  A 
consultation  decided  that  removal  of  the  ovaries,  by  bringing  on 
the  menopause,  oflfered  the  only  chance  for  arresting  the  dan- 
gerous hemorrhage.  This  was  done,  the  ovaries  found  behind 
the  uterus,  and  closely  adherent  to  the  tumor,  peritoneum 
nearly,  free.  Death  followed  in  two  days.  The  cervix  was 
found  filled  with  a  very  dense  fibrous  growth,  rendering  its  di- 
lation impossible ;  and  within  the  uterus  a  large  polypus. 


Double  Gestation. — Dr.  Murphy  reports  a  case  of  this  kind 
in  the  "Obstetric  Gazette.''  Four  years  before,  the  mother  had 
a  child.  At  the  present  confinement  a  feeble  child  weighing 
four  pounds,  and  at  the  eighth  month  of  gestation  was  born. 
About  twenty  minutes  after,  there  was  bovn  a  second  foeus,  at 
its  fourth  month. 


Obstikats  Umbilical  Hemorrhage. — ^The  cases  occur  princi- 
pally in  a  child  of  so-called  hemorrhagic  diathesis,  which  de- 
pends on  a  diminution  of  the  coagulability  of  the  blood  and  a 
want  of  firmness  in  the  clot.  In  a  child  four  days  old,  apparent- 
ly healthy,  the  umbilical  cord,  instead  of  drying  up,  experienced 
a  kind  of  moist  gangrene,  and  when  the  stump  of  the  cord 
dropped  off  on  the  fifth  day,  a  hemorrhage  commenced  from  the 
depressed  umbilicus.  I  applied  Monsell's  solution  of  iron  on  a 
compress ;  after  a  few  hours  the  bleeding  began  again ;  then 
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MonselPs  dry  salt  was  applied ;  then  I  poored  plaster  of  Pad* 
over  the  nmbilicus  and  surrounding  skin,  with  a  small  piece  c 
cotton  on  the  bleeding  spot;  after  a  few  hours  the  plasty 
cracked  away  from  the  skin  and  the  bleeding  went  on ;  trans^ 
fixing  with  pins  and  throwing  a  ligature  around  the  umbilicu- 
suggested  itself,  but  I  found  that  this  had  often  been  tried  in 
such  cases,  and  the  bleeding  was  found  to  commence  again 
from  the  pin  holes.  I  then  tried  some  lead  plaster,  iriiich  I 
melted  in  a  spoon  and  poured  upon  the  abdomen  around  th^ 
umbilicus  and  finally  covering  the  umbilicus  entirely ;  a  smal; 
piece  of  cotton  with  dry  MonselPs  salt  rested  on  the  bleedin£ 
and  was  held  down  by  the  lead  plaster ;  the  bleeding  did  not 
recur  after  this  last  application.  The  advantage  of  using  the 
lead  plaster  is  that  it  melts  at  a  temperature  not  high  enougl 
to  blister  the  skin  when  poured  on,  it  adheres  very  tenaciously. 
and  is  sufficiently  pliable  not  to  crack  by  the  movements  of  tbf 
part  It  was  two  days  before  I  was  able  to  stop  the  hemor> 
rhage,  and  the  child  had  losf  so  much  blood  that  it  gave  very 
little  hopes  of  recovery.  The  child  is  now  about  one  year  ol4 
is  healthy,  but  bleeds  freely  when  it  receives  a  scratch. — Wu 
tern  Lancet 


Oase  of  Sup£RF(etation. — A  case  is  reported  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Journal  by  Dr.  D.  A.  Walden.  A  woman  in  her  firsi 
pregnancy  gave  birth  to  a  full-term  child  on  April  19th.  Whilf 
using  the  vessel  two  days  later,  a  complete  unruptured  sac 
passed  from  her,  containing  a  foetus  about  four  months  old. 
with  its  placenta.  She  had  menstruated  three  or  four  months 
after  becoming  aware  of  her  pregnancy. 


Intba-Utbrine  Mbdioation. — ^Dr.  J.  Tilt,  who  has  been  a  some- 
what pronounced  advocate  of  heroic  treatment  in  female  dis- 
eases, furnishes  the  British  Medical  Journal  a  paper  on  intra, 
uterine  medication.'  He  is  quite  against  i tin  ordinary  cases,  and 
would  limit  its  use  to  a  few  extreme  cases.  Among  these  are^ 
hemorrhage  threatening  life  and  resisting  other  measures ;  large 
purulent  discbarge  threatening  life  or  reason ;  aggavagted  dys. 
menorrhea  or  menorrhagia  threatening  life  or  reason;  extremely 
severe  membranous  dysmennorrhea ;  habitual  abortion  depend- 
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it  on  disease  of  the  uterine  lining.  When  better  information 
e vails,  we  believe  thfct  intra*uterine  medication  will  be  abol- 
hed. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 


Treating  Eczema  Subrum. — Dr.  J.  B.  Gill,  Oanterbary,  con- 
ders  eczema  to  be  almost  invariably  a  vent  established  by  na- 
ire  "as  a  means  for  elimination  of  internal  irritation."  In  a 
ase  not  involving  the- pulmonary  and  geni to-urinary  systems, 
e  advises  the  following  course :  "The  patient  must  be,  if  pos- 
ible,  confined  to  bed  and  the  affected  limb  maintained  in  an 
levated  position.  The  application  to  the  inflamed  surface 
hould  consist  of  bran  lotion,  of  the  strength  of  a  double  hand- 
ul  to  a  pint  of  hot  water,  and  applied  when  cool  upon  a  single 
hickness  of  soft  rag,  frequently  moistened.  The  diet  should 
consist  of  light  nourishment ;  tea,  coffee,  cheese,  beer,  and  ^ine 
nust  be  absolutely  forbidden.  The  bowels  must  be  kept  fairly 
)pen  by  non  irritating  laxatives,  as  olive  oil,  castor  oil,  or  con- 
Tection  of  senna.  The  water  pack  will  undoubtedly  hasten  the 
cure.  I  strongly  urge  the  taking  of  a  course  of  vapor  baths,  as 
soon  as  the  patient  leaves  his  bed." — London  Lancet 


Acute  Orchitis  Treated  with  Boller  Bandage. — Dr.  L.  A. 
Dugas,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  reminds  us  that  the  indications  for 
treatment  in  acute  orchitis  is  to  overcome  the  tension  to  which 
the  tissues  are  subjected,  and  this  is  best  effected  by  compres- 
sion.   If  it  is  attempted  by  means  of  adhesive  plaster,  the  in- 
convenience of  its  use  more  than  counterbalances  its  advant- 
ages.   The  scrotum  must  be  shaved  (no  easy  matter),  and  the 
plaster  taken  off  and  replaced  at  least  once  a  day.    This  is  ex- 
tremely painful  in  consequence  of  the  chafing  and  pulling  of 
the  skin.    The  roller  bandage  has  none  of  these  objections. 
Dr.  Dugas  provides  a  bandage  of  bleached  shirting  an  inch 
wide  and  four  yards  long,  which  is  to  be  imbued  with  starch 
just  before  being  applied.    The  patient  lying  upon  his  back, 
with  his  knees  separated,  the  surgeon  should  seize  the  affected 
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gland  with  the  left  hand  such  a  way  that  the  neck  of  the  tumor 
will  be  firmly  encircled  by  the  thumb  and  index  finger.  This 
puts  the  skin  of  the  scrotum  on  the  stretch,  and  allows  the 
roller  bandage  to  be  passed  around  the  neck  of  the  tumor  three 
or  four  timeSf  and  then  over  the  tnmor  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
affect  its  uniform  compression.  This  procedure  must  necessarily 
be  left  to  the  skill  of  the  surgeon.  As  soon  as  the  bandage  has 
been  completed,  the  patient  will  express  himself  as  completely 
relieved  from  pain.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed,  and,  if 
possible,  have  the  bandage  re-applied  morning  and  night,  as  it 
will  usually  be  then  very  loose  in  consequence  of  the  snbsidence 
of  the  tume-faction.  No  other  treatment  is  needed,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  swelling  will  be  entirely  removed ;  but  the  ban- 
dage  should  be  continued  a  little  longer  to  prevent  relapse. — 
Ifew  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


OosTAL  Cartilaoes  IN  CONSUMPTION. — ^To  determine  the  cause 
of  the  severe  pain  phthisical  patients  complain  so  much  of  dur- 
ing the  last  stages  of  the  disease  in  the  region  of  the  ensifonn 
cartilage.  Dr.  Eostiurin  i^ade  miscroscopic  examination  of  this 
and  adjoining  parts.  He  found  periosteum  and  perichondrium 
thickened,  and  their  vascular  supply  increased.  Cartilages 
were  in  a  state  of  inflammation.  Softening  and  fatty  degenera- 
tion. Tubercles  were  found  in  the  marrow  of  the  ribs.  Mus- 
cular fibres  of  the  diaphragmatic  attachment  to  these  parts  were 
opaque  and  granular.  These  lesions  determine  a  decrease  of 
elasticity  of  the  thorax,  and,  consequently,  a  diminished  gaseous 
exchange  in  the  luugs. —  VratoA^  1880,  No.  5.  > 


Ganglionic  Centres  in  Briqht's  Disease. — ^Da  Costa  and 
Longstreth,  in  summing  up  the  researches  on  the  state  of  the 
ganglionic  centres  in  Bright's  disease,  have  airived  in  these 
conclusions : 

1st.  That  in  Bright's  disease,  especially  in  the  contracting 
kidney,  there  exists  a  constant  lesion  of  the  renal  plexus.  Sd* 
That  whilst  this  lesion  might  be  looked  upon  as  forming  part  of 
a  general  process  of  degeneration,  in  connection  with  the  kid- 
ney disease,  it  is  more  probable  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  renal 
malady,  and  precedes  the  degenerative  changes.    3d.  That  th^ 
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diseased  condition  of  the  ganglia  famishes  the  clue  to  the  al- 
terations of  the  vessels  of  the  kidneys.  4th.  That  similar 
changes  producing  similar  results  may  exist  in  other  ganlia; 
for  instance,  in  the  cardiac  plexus,  explaining  the  hypertrophy 
of  the  heart. — American  Journal  Medical  Sciences. 


Trichinosis. — ^The  Veterinarian  for  February  has  a  very  com- 
fortless article  on  trichinosis.  It  draws  attention  to  the  ex- 
tremely small  amount  of  knowledge  we  have  of  the  extent  of 
prevalence  of  trichinae  in  home-fed  pork,  to  the  certainty  of 
this  form  of  parasite  infesting  largely  American  pork,  and  to  the 
difficulty  of  discriminating  trichinosis  in  man  from  enteric  fever 
and  acute  rheumatism.  From  these  considerations  it  argues 
that  trichinosis  is  probably  of  more  common  occurrence  among 
human  beings  in  this  country  than  has  hitherto  been  conceived^ 
and  suggests  the  necessity  of  some  steps  being  taken  by  the 
Government  or  the  Legislature  to  ensure  some  gr*;*ater  degree  of 
safety  in  this  matter  than  now  exists.  Our  contemporary  con- 
fesses that  it  is  much  easier  to  advise  than  to  act,  but  inertness 
under  such  circumstauces  is  unjustifiable. 


Parasites  in  Typhoid  Fever.— Two  cases  of  parasites  existing 
in  the  voluntary  muscles  of  patients  with  typhoid  fever  have 
been  reported  to  the  Pathological  Society  of  London.  The 
first  case  was  that  of  a  young  man  in  St.  Tliomas'  Hospital,  who 
died  from  peritonitis  set  up  by  perforation  of  a  characteristic 
enteric  ulcer.  Li  the  pectoral  muscle  were  found  what  were 
taken  to  be  parasitic  worms,  one  or  more  of  which  were  seen  in 
each  specimen ;  apparently,  from  their  movements,  they  were 
still  alive.  Their  dimensions  were  wholly  different  from  those 
of  trichina  spiralis,  being  about  a  quarter  of  it  in  length  and 
breadth.  They  were  thickest  in  middle,  with  one  end  larger 
than  the  other.  They  resembled  nematoid  worms  both  in  the 
proportion  of  their  breadth  and  length,  and  in  the  presence 
of  an  interior  canal,  apparently  interrupted  by  some  interven- 
ing organ  or  tissue.  The  other  case  occurrei  in  the  Seaman's 
*  Hospital,  and  on  examination  of  the  muscles  the  same  bodies 
were  found.  In  neither  case,  however,  were  the  parasites  so 
plentiful  as  was  at  first  supposed.    They  were  found  in  all  mus- 
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cles  equally,  except  in  the  diaphragm,  but  they  were  not  uni 
formly  disseminated  through  a  given  muscle. 


Slippert  Elk  Probes. — ^Dr.  Tuckerman  has  for  fifteen  years 
used  the  root  of  slippery  elm  for  probes  in  dilating  the  urethra 
or  the  cervical  canal.  He  leaves  the  bark  on,  rounds  the  point, 
and  then  moistens  it  a  little  while  in  water.  It  is  softer,  more 
easily  introduced  and  inflicts  less  damage  on  the  mucus  mem- 
branes, than  any  dilator  he  had  ever  employed.  Dr.  Skene 
had  employed  them  successfully.  Dr.  Polk  referred  to  a  case 
in  which  a  man  had  for  the  last  fifteen  years  kept  a  urethral 
stricture  dilated  with  these  roots,  not  leaving  the  bark  on.— 
N.  Y.  Med,  JournaL 


Skin  Graftikg. — ^In  the  American  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
Burchard  related  a  curious  case  of  skin  grafting.  An  immense 
ulcerated  surface  on  the  breast  of  a  woman  had  placed  on  it 
2uu  grafts  taken  from  an  amputated  thigh,  three  hours  after  its 
removal.  Later  on,  500  grafts  were  placed  on  the  ulcer;  but  it 
is  not  stated  whether  they  came  from  that  same  ^'amputated 
thip:h,"  or  whether  the  dimnished  size  of  the  ulcer  was  due  to 
the  peculiar  graftings. 


Telling. — ^The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic  says  :  "We  pro- 
pose to  continue  telling  our  readers  that  medical  diplomas 
are  granted  in  Cincinnati  in  absentia  on  the  payment  of  the 
sum  of  $25.  No  examination  required,  no  prosy  lectures  to  be 
listened  to,  no  special  knowledge  essential,  no  clinical  exper- 
ience. The  only  absolute  necessity  is  a  sclerosis  of  cheek  and 
$25,  and  the  Cincinnati  parchment  is  forthcoming  at  once. 
The  sex  or  previous  condition  of  servitude  is  no  barrier.  Noth- 
ing ever  prevents  the  conferring  of  the  degree  except  a  lack  of 
the  always  necessary  $25."  The  men  who  sport  those  docu- 
ments, must  enjoy  the  public  contempt  they  have  purchased. 


Onions  in  Consumption. — ^William  H.  Pearse,  M.  D.,  Edin- 
burgh, in  an  article  on  Consumption  recommends  onions  very 
highly  in  this  disease  says:  '^I  have  in  a  former  paper  men- 
tioned the  frequent  deaire  of  phthisical  patients  for  onions 
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salted  and  smoked  fish,  etc.  Of  those  asked,  forty  had  a  great 
desire  for  onions  against  eight  without  sach  desire.  Twenty- 
six  desired  pickes  and  vinegar  against  foar  who  did  not.  I  can 
not  avoid  again  remarking  the  frequency  with  which  onions  are 
debarred  young  delicate  people  and  phthisical  patients.  It  is  a 
continually  recurring  experience  with  me  to  hear  young  people 
say  how  great  is  their  desire  for  onions,  and  which  are  preferred 
raw,  eaten  with  a  little  salt ;  and  it  is  rarely  that  I  have  heard 
that  onions  disagree.  I  conceive  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  follow  Nature-s  lead  in  the  matter  of  the  appetite. 
I  conceive,  further,  that  a  marked  passion  for  a  special  food, 
such  as  that  of  the  phthisical  for  onions,  puts  us  on  a  right 
path  toward  further  knowledge." 


Fetid  Perspiration  of  the  Feet. — Dr.  Charles  Ambrook,  of 
Boulder,  Co!.,  writes  the  New  York  Medical  Record :  "As  a 
recipe  for  ^fetid  perspiration  of  the  feet'  seems  in  order,  and  I  do 
not  remember  seeing  mentioned  one  that  never  failed  in  my 
hands,  I  herewith  send  it;  a  one  per  cent,  watery  solution  of 
permanganate  of  potassa.  Bathe  the  feet  in  it  night  and  morn- 
ing, oftener  if  necessary,  even  to  every  hour,  letting  the  feet 
dry  after  each  bath,  without  wiping.  A  stronger  solution  may 
at  times  be  necessary,  generally  a  weaker  one  will  answer.  The 
stronger  the  solution  the  greater  the  discoloration  of  the  feet, 
but,  as  it  is  temporary,  patients  prefer  it  to  the  fetid  moisture." 

Bone  in  an  Inguinal  Hernia. — At  the  Richmond  (London) 
Hospital,  Dr.  A.  R.  Law  operated  for  inguinal  hernia  on  a  man 
aged  74.  A  rupture  had  probably  existed  for  three  years,  giv- 
ing no  trouble;  but  the  previous  day  he  felt  sick  and  vomited, 
had  repeated  calls  to  stool  with  very  small  passages,  and  found 
a  tumor  in  the  left  groin.  This  was  abolit  the  size  of  a  goose's 
egg,  proved  to  be  hernia,  could  not  be  reduced,  and  it  was  decided 
to  operate.  When  the  sac  was  reached,  a  sharp-pointed  body 
was  met  at  the  stricture  and  withdrawn.  It  proved  to  be  a 
piece  of  bone,  two  inches  long  by  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch 
broad,  pointed,  and  so  passing  through  the  intestine  as  to  fix  it 
like  a  skewer  in  the  sac.  No  particular  obstruction  was  made 
out,  the  sac  was  notched  and  the  bowel  returned.    Death  oc- 
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cnrred  seventy-nine  hours  after  the  operation,  after  frequent 
vomitings  and  eructations,  but  no  passage  of  wind  or  feces  by 
the  bowel.  The  colon  was  found  partly  engaged  in  the  sig- 
moid flexure,  and  the  points  through  which  the  bone  had  passed 
were  livid. 


MALARIA  IN  INDIA. 


At  Chuckrata,  five  thousand  to  seven  thousand  feet  high,  the 

occurrence  of  ague  takes  place,  though  the  want  of  subsoil  and 

surface  drainage  can  scarcely  be  a  principal  factor  in  its  caus- 

.ation.    The  prevalence  of  that  disease  at  such  an  elevation  is 

not  easily  accounted  for. 

Water  is  a  medium  in  which  malaria  accumulates.  In  many 
instances  cholera  is  directly  traceable  to  the  use  of  impure 
water;  but  "neither  in  Bengal  nor  elsewhere  in  India  can  we 
connect  periodic  fluctuations  in  the  degree  of  impurity  of  the 
drinking-water  of  the  people."  Foul  water  is  a  fertile  source 
of  dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  of  roundworms.  In  Tiahoot,  where 
there  is  stagnant  water,  the  people  suffer  from  fever ;  but  not 
always,  nor  are  we  able  to  explain  the  cause  of  this  difference. 
At  Simla,  the  foulness  of  the  water,  added  to  malaria  and  chill, 
occasions  the  diarrhea  which  prevails  there.  At  Peshawur  the 
water  of  the  canal  is  foul  and  infected ;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
Europeans  and  some  of  the  native  troops  use  the  uncontaminat- 
ed  water  of  certain  wells,  this  condition  can  be  counted  but  as 
a  partial  factor  in  the  unheal  thiness  of  the  station.  At  Bunnoo 
the  drinking-water  is  taken  from  open  gutters.  It  is  no  wonder 
the  men  suffer  terribly  from  fever,  enlarged  spleen,  and  diar- 
rhea. The  circumstance  is  in  accord  with  experience  in  India 
that  persons  whose  systems  are  saturated  with  malaria  acquire 
a  peculiar  and  characteristic  dark  complexion.  According  to 
native  belief,  the  water  of  the  Ghuggur,  containing  malaria 
from  irrigated  lands,  renders  their  skins  dark.  It  would  appear 
then,  from  the  above,  that  although  water  is  a  medium  of  ma- 
laria and  a  cause  of  certain  local  affections,  the  relation  be- 
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tween  its  condition  and  the  the  prevalence  of  those  diseases  is 
always  the  same. 

Canal%  and  Irrigation.  In  the  Rohilcund  terai  irrigation 
was  looked  on  as  hurtful  to  the  health  of  the  people.  In  the 
Doab,  epidemic  of  malarial  fevers  prevailed  before  canals  were 
constructed.  In  the  Punjab,  unless  they  intercept  the  natural 
drainage,  canals  were  themselves  innocuous.  Although  in 
some  instances  fever  seemed  to  prevail  most  in  place  under  the 
influence  of  canal  irrigation,  there  were  others — as  the  Ehadir 
of  the  Jumna — not  under  the  influence  of  canal  irrigation, 
where  fevers  prevailed  with  an  intensity  as  great  as  in  the 
worst  of  the  canal  villages.  Fevers  increased  when  the  surface 
was  overflowed. 

Dr.  Mackinnon  writes  that  '^where  we  have  stagnant  waters 
and  rank  vegetation  we  often  have  fevers,  but  not  always ;  nor 
are  we  able  to  explain  why  there  is  this  difference."  He  ob- 
served that  some  of  the  lakes  or  lagoons  were  far  more  un 
healthy  than  others.  Malarial  influences  may  precipitate  them- 
selves on  certain  organs,  producing  apparently  purely  local 
disease^  or  local  disease  and  anemia,  but  without  fever.  With 
reference  to  the  application  of  the  terms  malaria  and  climate^ 
the  state  occurs,  that  the  climate  of  Oonda  is  considered  very 
malarioue;  also  ^^  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  local  con- 
ditions, whatever  they  are,  which  rendered  malarial  diseases 
more  common  at  Petoraghur  than  at  Lohoo  Ghat  caused  the 
greater  prevalence  of  goiter  at  the  former  station."  Besides 
that  affection  there  are  others,  however,  which  are  considered 
directly  due  to  malaria — as  'intermittent  and  remittent  fever, 
dysentery,  and  diarrhea.  Between  ague  and  the  two  latter,  as 
they  occur  at  Dhurumsala,  there  is  considered  to  be  a  strong 
bond  of  connection. 

The  effects  of  malaria  are  less  prevalent  in  walled  cities  than 
in  country  districts ;  but  persons  whose  health  has  been  im- 
paired by  malaria  in  the  plains  are  thereby  rendered  more 
liable  to  attacks  of  severe  diarrhea  on  going  to  some  hill  sta- 
tions.— Med.  Pre9s  and  Circular. 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


The  diploma-selling  business  has  reached  such  proportions 
that  the  public  is  getting  aroused.  Several  thousand  doca- 
ments  have  been  sold,  duly  authorized  by  State  charters ;  but 
representing  only  the  folly  of  buyers,  and  the  knavish  spirit  of 
the  scamps  who  would  use  an  educational  ohartci  in  this  way. 
Buchanan  and  Paine  have  carried  on  these  operations  for  some 
twenty-four  years  in  Philadelphia,  Ourtis  has  been  in  the  same 
line  of  business  here  for  about  sixteen  years.  Nicely  has 
opened  up  shop  within  five  years,  and  Stickney  has  been  at 
similar  work  in  Boston  and  Montpelier. 

All  the  diploma  shops  protect  themselves  behind  charters. 
Without  charters,  their  documents  would  be  frauds  entitling 
them  to  the  penitentiary ;  and  even  the  foolish  buyers  would 
purchase  no  document  from  a  concern  without  a  charter.  It  is 
the  chartered  right  to  use  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Stale, 
that  gives  such  diplomas  any  more  value  than  so  much  waste 
paper.  To  use  the  authority  of  the  State  as  a  screen  for  s^wind- 
ling  the  people  out  of  their  lives,  is  a  bold  piece  of  rascality. 
But  this  class  of  cheats  is  now  vei^  glib  in  denying  the  State 
has  any  right  to  issue  educational  charters,  or  to  correct  the 
fraudulent  use  of  such  charters.  They  become  wise  expounders 
of  constitutional  law,  and  would  make  the  American  Constitu- 
tion a  mere  device  to  protect  no  one  but  rogues* 

Every  man  and  woman  m  the  land  has  an  interest  in  patting 
an  end  to  this  (diploma-selling  business,  which  plays  the  rogue 
on  the  public  by  making  it  possible  to  use  charters  to  cover 
such  sales.  Every  honest  physician,  who  desires  to  maintain  an 
honorable  position  in  community,  has  an  interest  in  stopping 
it ;  for  he  must  separate  himself  from  the  knaves,  or  stand  dis- 
honored with  them.    As  matters  now  are,  upright  men  give  the 
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profession  an  honorable  repute,  and  are  compelled  to  carry  the 
shamefaced  knaves ;  and  colleges  doing  an  honorable  business 
suffer,  because  the  public  is  not  always  able  to  distinguish  the 
true  college  from  the  counterfeit. 

It  is  vain  to  hope  that  th^se  things  can  he  corrected  by  the 
profession  itself.  Good  and  useful  men  may  practice  medicine 
without  a  diploma  or  a  college  education;  and  the  people  have 
a  right  to  employ  whomsoever  they  please,  and  then  to  hold  the 
incompetent  responsible  for  malpractice.  The  profession  could 
solve  this  portion  of  the  problem,  and  save  good  men  from 
oppression,  if  there  were  a  proper  legal  supervision  of  the  di- 
ploma question.  Bnt  so  long  as  college  diplomas  are  issued  by 
State  authority  without  bupervision,  there  will  be  found  men 
who  are  willing  to  sell  their  lying  certificates  for  money.  To 
publish  their  shame,  is  only  to  advertise  their  business,  and 
send  them  more  custom.  Nothing  can  stop  their  career  but  to 
supervise  their  business  on  the  same  principle  that  banks  and 
insurance  companies  are  now  supervised,  to  prevent  any  use  of 
their  charters  that  will  be  a  deception  or  a  swindle  on  the  pub- 
lic. 

Any  honest  Faculty,  that  aims  at  doing  nothing  but  a  strict- 
ly honorable  business,  will  at  once  favor  any  really  just  law 
on  this  question.  A  fair  and  equable  law  will  protect  the 
sound  colleges,  and  will  bear  harshly  upon  none  except  those 
which  are  acting  disreputably.  We  greatly  favor  such  legisla- 
tion; and  every  physician  who  has  a  manly  pride  in  his  profes- 
sion, will  favor  laws  that  protect  him  from  dishonorable  and  de- 
grading men.  None  but  the  knaves  will  be  hurt  by  such  laws  ; 
and  medical  knaves,  as  well  as  others,  will  cry  out  against  all 
legal  restraints. 

We  speak  only  oijusi  laws.  Any  unjust  law  should  never 
be  made ;  and  if  made,  it  should  be  discussed  until  popular  en> 
lightenment  compelled  its  repeal.  Any  law  that  discriminated 
in  favor  of  one  medical  system,  or  that  deprived  any  system  of 
equality  before  the  public,  would  be  uqjust.  Nor  should  any 
law  place  in  the  hands  of  one  medical  party,  power  to  dam&ge 
the  business  or  taint  the  honor  of  another  medical  party.  Amer- 
ican la^  have  no  right  to  arrange  for  a  school  of  State  Medi- 
cine, any  more  than  an  establishment  of  State  Religion.    All 
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schools  should  and  must  stand  on  exactly  equal  terms  before 
the  law,  with  the  same  rights  and  the  same  powers  granted  to 
all,  and  fair  representation  in  any  State  Boards  that  are  created. 
No  school  should  submit  to  any  law  that  discriminated  against 
it;  and  we  are  confident  that  the  sense  of  public  honor  woold 
sanction  no  such  law  in  America,  if  it  were  understood.  Oppres  - 
sive  laws  are  not  to  be  tolerated. 

Physio-Medicalists  have  peculiar  need  of  such  fair  laws  ;  and 
our  people  could  make  no  greater  blunder  than  to  oppose  proper 
legislation.  To  do  that,  would  be  to  convince  the  public  that 
this  school  is  part  and  parcel  with  the  diploma-dealers,  nostrum 
vendors,  and  abortionists,  who  are  the  very  parties  that  should 
be  suppressed  by  law.  If  we  for  one  moment  take  up  the  cause 
of  these  classes,  we  must  suffer  their  shame  ;  and  the  laws  that 
an  outraged  public  demands  to  extingnish  them^  will  be  made 
to  extinguish  us  also. 

False  counsellors  are  abroad  among  Physio- Sfedicalists.  If 
their  counsel  is  followed,  we  will  all  be  dragged  into  the  ditch. 
Hence  we  raise  this  warning  that  the  true  and  noble  men  among 
us  may  be  on  their  guard.  No  law  to  our  damage  can  ever 
exist,  if  the  true  men  remain  true  and  stand  by  one  another- 
But  they  must  unflinchingly  keep  aloof  from  eclecticism,  and 
never  join  hands-  with  it  in  the  hope  of  thereby  uniting  our 
forces  against  a  common  enemy.  Eclecticism  has  always  been 
a  curse  to  Sanative  Medication,  and  used  it  to  float  herself  and 
then  to  destroy  it.  Eclecticism,  as  a  body,  seeks  our  death ; 
and  we  would  far  sooner  join  hands  with  allopathy  than  with  it 
And  our  true  men  must  firmly  and  forever  cut  loose  from  the 
nefarious  dealers  in  diplomas ;  for  every  man  who  fails  or  re- 
fuses to  do  this,  will  go  down  into  the  shameful  slough  where 
these  traffickers  will  soon  be  buried. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


'^The  Brain  as  an  Organ  of  Mind,"  by  Dr.  H.  0.  Bastian,  is  a 
volume  full  of  interest.  Its  author  is  an  evolutionist,  and  would 
resolve  all  intelligence  to  a  purely  physical  origin,  to  make  the 
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varied  conformations  of  the  brain  in  man  and  animals  result 
from  mental  habits-    We  cannot   agree   with  him  in  these 
theories ;  but  can  nevertheless  find  profit  and  pleasure  in  his 
comprehensive  presentation  of  anatomical  facts  and    physio- 
logical reviews,  while  it  is  healtflful  exercise  to  sift  out  his 
visionary  speculations.     He  occupies  several  chapters  on  the 
general  nervous  system,  paving  the  way  to  the  larger  portion 
of  his  volume,  which  is  given  to  the  brain  and  its  several  offices 
of  unconscious  cognition,  sensation,  instinct,  reason,  emotion, 
imagination  and  volition.     His  chapters  on  brain  structure,  in. 
eluding  a  comparison  between  man  and  some  of  the  lower  ani. 
mals,  are  very  instructive,   and  well  illustrated.    He  strongly 
objects  to  the  phrenological  system  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim,  and 
disbelieves  in  the  separate  localization  of  faculties  in  areas; 
but  considers  that  certain  brain  sections  are  given  to  certain 
classes  of  mental  operations, — as  the  Anterior  Lobes  to  intel- 
lectual operations.    His  concluding  chapters  are  on  will  and 
voluntary  movements,  the  cerebral  relations  of  speebh,  and 
thouht,  and  localization   of  higher    cerebral  functions.    The 
whole  work  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  this  class  of  topics. 
We  would  suggest  the  translation  of  French  quotations,  for  the 
benefit  of  readers  not  familiar  with  that  language.    New  York, 
D.  Appleton  &  Co. ;  Cincinnati,  Peter  G.  Thompson.   $  2.00 

Mr.  Morell  McKenzie,  of  London,  is  authority  on  diseases  of 
throat;  and  when  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  placed  in  their 
Standard  Medical  Library  for  1880  his  volume  on  the  Pharynx, 
Larynx,  and  Trachea,  they  made  a  selection  that  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  the  profession.  He  deals  quite  fully  with  the 
varied  maladies  of  these  parts,  with  the  details  of  their  exam- 
ination and  treatment.  His  treatment  is  that  of  the  school  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  we  can  accept  but  little  of  this,  because 
we  know  of  much  better  ways ;  but  we  can  hartily  endorse  his 
idea  that  most  syphilitic  cases  tend  to  get  well  of  themselves, 
and  commend  his  restrictions  of  mercurials.  Were  our  neigh- 
bors to  study  the  matter  without  the  prejudices  begotten  of 
education,  they  would,  with  us,  see  that  the  mercurials  merely 
increase  the  constitutional  dangers  of  maladies  which  can  be 
cured  far  more  effectually  without  them. 
The  "  Medical  and  Surgical  Keporter."  weekly,  is  one  of  onr 
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liveliest  exchanges,  and  we  frequently  make  use  of  its  pages. 
We  cannot  accept  some  of  its  ultra  articles,  but  admire  it«  ener- 
gy and  independence.  Philadelphia,  D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  D.  $5.00 
a  year. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— ^Wonder  if  Dr.  S.  B.  S.  Wilson  had  a  promise  that  the  eclec- 
tic college  would  ^^make  it  interesting  sometime,  if  he  would 
invite  (induce)  some  students  <'to  attend  there  instead  of  at- 
tending the  P.-M.  Institute  ?  He  used  the  "chin  music ;"  now 
will  he  get  the  diploma  ? 

— ^One  of  Buchanan^s  graduates  recently  gave  a  physician'^ 
certificate,  in  Philadelphia,  that  a  child  died  of  "coUary  fantem." 

— ^Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  author  of  a  work  on  Syphilitic' Affections 
of  the  Nervous  System,  died  recently  from  a  nervous  affection 
following  syphilis  which  he  contracted  while  examining  a 
syphilitic  puerperal  patient. 

— Dr.  Hibbard,  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  is  opposed  to  hanging, 
as  a  disgraceful  piece  of  barbarism.  When  criminals  must  be 
put  out  of  the  way,  he  favors  a  powerful  stroke  of  electricity, 
which  will  kill  like  lightning. 

^In  the  examination  papers  of  a  Western  homeopathic  col* 

lege,  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  takes  the  following  sample 
^^Tuberculosis  it  is  a  disease  of  malnution  tow  varying  to  the 
yelow  and  the  gray.    Nature  is  cute  and  chronic  the  sines  is 
dulness  on  percution.    Rem  mureatimonia  Phos.^' 

(^Spiritual  Songs  for  the  Sunday  School"  is  the  latest  ven- 
ture in  this  class  of  music.  It  aims  at  a  rejection  of  all  namby- 
pamby  ism  in  hymns,  and  at  an  improved  style  of  music  foj 
children.  It  succeeds  admirably  in  bpth  particulars,  andean 
not  fail  to  be  heartily  welcomed,  It  is  put  in  a  new  and  very 
guperior  style.    New  York,  Scribner  &  Co. 
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CASE  OF  INTESTINAL  AND  CYSTIC  COLIC. 

PROF.  J.  F.  SHRONTZ,  Bf.D. 


On  April  11th,  1880, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  T.,  a  lady  aged 
about  25  years,  of  nervo-bilous  temperament,  and  slender  build. 
She  had  been  declining  in  health  for  some  time.  At  intervals 
during  the  day  she  had  been  suffering  much  pain,  chiefly  in  the 
epigastrium.  When  I  reached  the  house  she  was  writhing  in 
pain  in  the  bowels,  which  could  be  felt  quite  distinctly  cramp- 
ing and  knotting;  as  also  a  continual  jerking  and  twitching 
through  them.  At  times  she  would  vomit,  the  pain  then  ceas- 
ing for  a  few  moments,  but  only  to  commence  with  increased 
severity.  Pulse  100,  small,  somewhat  irregular ;  tongue  very 
pointed,  red  at  the  lip,  covered  on  the  surface  with  a  whitish 
fur;  bowels  constipated,  and  had  not  been  moved  for  some 
time;  skin  dry,  and  o^  a  dirty  yellow  color.  The  spine  was 
tender,  as  also]  were  the  kidneys.  She  could  not  be  kept  in 
any  position,  but  tossed  about  constantly  with  her  suffering. 

Treatment. — Commenced  treatment  by  giving  an  infusion  of 
equal  parts  asclepias,  cypripedium  and  lobelia,  and  a  very  little 
capsicum,  giving  a  teaspoonCul  every  fifteen  nftnutes.  Put 
stimulating  liniment  over^the  bowels  and  along  the  spine,  and 
laid  upon  the  abdomen  cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  water.  Very 
little  relief  was  obtained.  Directed  an  enema  of  lobelia  and  a 
very  little  ginger,  to  be  retained ;  which  relieved  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  paroxysms  soon  returned.  Made  a  strong  infu- 
sion of  eupatorium  and  gave  a  pint  by  enema.  This  was  re- 
tained for  some  time,  and  was  then  discharged  together  with  a 
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free  alvine  evacuation,  and  complete  relief  was  soon  obtaineJ. 

She  rested  well  that  niglu  and  most  of  the  next  day.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  I  was  a<rain  sent  for.  Found  her  suffering 
severe  pain  across  the  pubic  region  and  the  lumbar  n^gion, 
with  a  desire  to  micturate  every  few  minutes.  Urine  hi;t^h 
colored,  with  a  red  deposit  in  the  vessel,  and  every  ap;)e:iriiice 
of  acute  cystitis.  The  knotting  and  jerking  of  the  bowels  V)e 
gan  to  return,  as  in  the  first  attack. 

Gave  an  enema  oCeupatoriura  infusion,  as  before,  and  had  it 
retained  for  some  time.  When  it  passed  awiy,  partial  relief 
was  obtained;  but  a  second  enema  bacame  n.^ce-^sary.  Wnini: 
cloths  out  of  hot  lobelia  infusion  Mv\  laid  over  the  piiluc 
region,  the  following  prescription : 

^     Salicine 

Capsicum,  a^  gr.  v 

Humulin, 

Dioscorein,  aa  gr.  ij 

Camphor,  g»'-ij 

M.  Ft.  Chart,  No.  V.  Sig:  One  every  three  hours. 
Directed  a  mild  hepatic  e«ch  nigit, ;  aiKl   told   her  to  avoid 
urinating  as  much  as  possible.     She  convalesced  finely,  aiul 
was  soon  much  better  than  she  had  been  for  a  long  time  prior 
to  this  attack. 


-o- 


THE  OUTRAGE  ON  THE  INSTIUUTE. 


In  our  last  issue,  we  gave  the  facts  of  ti  remarkable  visit  ot 
from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  eclectic  students  to  the 
Physio-Medical  Institute,  in  company  with  Dr.  S.  B.  S.  Wilson, 
to  whom  a  diploma  was  refused.  A  few  days  after  the  occur- 
rence, one  of  the  eclectic  students,  Dr.  S.  H.  Divis.  came  out  in 
the  Enquirer '^ii\i  a  defense  of  Dr.  Wilson.  He  thought  Wil- 
son had  been  badly  treated  in  not  receiving  a  diploma  and  was 
justified  in  assailing  us  by  an  affidavit  to  the  Illinois  Boani 
after  our  refusal  to  graduate  him.     Davis  als3  criticised  th'* 
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Courts  of  our  city  for  not  orderiiijj  us  to  return  Wilson's  fees, 
seeing  he  did  not  graduate ;  and  he  falsely  asserts  that  we  or- 
dered the  eclectics  to  "get  out  of  here  tha  last  one  ofyouy 
We  had  not  accused  the  ecletic  students  of  being  in  collusion 
with  Wilson,  though  he  had  said  they  came  for  a  bad  purpose. 
We  made  the  following  reply  to  Dr.  Civis,  in  the  Enquirer: 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer:  In  your  issue  of  the  7th. 
Dr.  S.  H.  Davis  makes  some  gross  mistaLements  calculated  to 
injure  me  and  the  Physio-Medical  Institute  in  the  matter  of 
my  expelling  Dr.  S,  B.  S.  Wilson  from  our  hall  on  October  27th. 
I  have  ample  evidence  of  what  Wilson  said  he  and  his  company 
came  for,  and  of  the  personal  abuse  he  uttered  against  me  in 
our  hall.  He  forfeited  all  claim  on  our  hospitality,  as  any  gen- 
tleman understands.  If  he  misrepresented  Dr.  Davis  and  the 
eclectic  students  they  may  ^.ttle  that  with  him. 

I  treated  our  visitors  as  ladies  and  gentlemen,  yet  took  pre- 
cautions against  any  rowdyism.  I  did  not  reprove  the  low 
whistling  and  half  hissing  of  some  of  them.  Not  a  word  was 
spoken  to  auy  of  them  but  Wilson,  till  they  began  their  sudden 
exit  in  a  maimer  that  looked  like  concerted  action  between 
him  and  them.  Even  then  I  merely  said  I  would  pass  any  dis- 
turber over  to  the  police,  when  the  violent  language  of  one 
man  made  this  necessary.  No  man  who  was  willing  to  behave 
himself  was  affected  by  my  remark.  I  hope  Dr.  Davis  is  not 
ti)e  man  whose  improper  words  and  clenched  fist  led  me  to 
have  the  jioliceman  come  into  the  hall.  It  is  absolutely  untrue 
that  I  said:  *^You  get  out  of  here  the  last  one  of  you." 

It  seemed  strange  that  one  hundred  eclectic  students  left 
their  own  lectures  and  visited  us  in  a  body  with  Wilson,  and 
strange  that  they  left  in  a  body  when  I  went  quietly  to  him, 
and  directed  him  to  leave  the  hall,  and  strange  that  they  per- 
sisted in  leaving  after  I  told  them  they  were  welcome  to  re- 
main. It  is  more  strange  that  auy  one  should  take  up  his  cause 
as  tneir  own  and  voluntarily  make  themselves  parties  with  him 
feel  personally  aggrieved  at  our  refusing  him  a  diploma,  and  at- 
tempt to  censure  the  Courts  for  giving  judgment  in  our  favor 
after  trying  his  case.  These  are  strange  acts  for  students  from 
another  college. 
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The  rab  of  this  matter  lies  ii^ilson  beiog  unanimously  refused 
a  diploma  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Institute.  The  only  ground 
for  refusal  was  that  he  did  not  at  all  reach  the  standard  of  oar 
requirement,  and  that  ground  was  sufScient  for  us.  If  our  re- 
jected applicants  are  made  objects  of  eclectic  admiration,  we 
will  not  complain.  Twenty  years  of  College  experience,  with 
our  diplomas  honorably  recognized  by  the  Illinois  and  all  other 
State  Boards,  make  us  competent  to  judge  of  a  man's  qaaiifi- 
cations ;  and  we  do  not  intend  to  consult  eclectic  students,  or 
any  others,  about  issuing  our  diplomas. 

November  8, 1880.  Wm.  H.  Oook,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  Physio-Medical  lustitute. 

By  his  assault  on  the  Institute  in  the  papers,  and  his  defence 
of  Wilson,  Dr.  Davis  makes  himself  and  those  one  hundred 
eclectic  students  appear  as  parties  intending  to  raid  us  for  not 
giving  Wilson  a  diploma,  lie  would  regulate  our  busiues.<«,  and 
decide  who  we  should  give  diplomas  to,  or  else  visit  us  to  in- 
flict an  outrage  in  revenge  for  Wilson's  disappointment.  This 
is  the  light  in  which  Dr.  Davis'  article  makes  himself  and  his 
fellow  visitors  appear.  And  this  by  students  from  an  eclectic 
college  that  was  for  a  long  time  under  ban  before  the  Illinois 
Board,  and  which  had  much  tiouble  to  get  that  Board  to  accept 
its  diplomas  I 

It  is  probable  our  eclectic  neighbors  will  hereafter  under- 
stand that  they  are  at  liberty  to  make  heroes  of  students  who 
cannot  graduate  with  us ;  but  that  the  P.-M.  iNSTmrrfi  will  tol- 
erate no  interference  from  any  one.  When  a  man  gets  its  di 
ploma,  it  will  be  because  he  has  reached  its  standard  of  re- 
quirements ;  and  we  fear  no  outrages  from  those  who  fail  to 
graduate.  In  this  connection  we  give  the  following  portions  of 
a  letter  from  an  elderly  practitioner  in  Indiana: 

^'I  notice  in  the  Enquirer  the  outrage  attempted  on  the  In 
STiTUTE,  and  conclude  that  the  infamous  scheme  was  well 
Oooked.  Probably  others  may  profit  by  the  rebuke.  I  feared 
somthing  of  the  kind  would  happen  when  I  heard  Wilson  had 
failed  to  graduate.  I  am  mucli  gratified  at  the  course  you  pur- 
sued to  maintain  the  honor  and  defend  the  integrity  of  the  best 
managed  medical  college  in  America. 
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^^I  know  a  number  of  men  who  are  ready  to  defame  every- 
body they  cannot  succeed  in  usmg  to  suit  their  own  selfish 
purposes.  They  are  always  ready  to  say  anything  they  can  to 
slander  the  Physio  Medical  Institute.  These  are  the  kind  of 
men,  calling  themselves  Physio-Medicalists,  who  have  crippled 
this  cause  and  hindered  its  progress.  When  I  came  to  this 
county,  I  found  but  one  man  who  claimed  to  be  of  our  school ; 
and  he  was  a  etumbling-block,  and  has  done  me  more  harm 
than  the  allopathists.  He  would  use  opium  and  other  poisons 
and  the  eclectics  would  cite  him  to  prove  that  our  school  used 
the  same  poisons  they  did.  I  assert  that  allopathy  is  doing  us 
no  such  harm  as  ihe  eclectics  do  us,  and  as  is  done  by  false 
men  claiming  to  be  of  our  school ;  for  these  two  classes  have  al- 
ways been  a  curse  to  us,  and  will  be  a  curse  to  true  medical  re- 
form to  the  end  of  time." 


MALARIA    AND    CLIMATIC    INFLUENCES   IN  TROPICAL 

•   FEVERS. 


If  we  desire  to  indicate  the  exact  nature  of  the  entity  or  in- 
fluence to  which,  in  ordinary  discussion,  the  term  malaria  is 
applied,  we  shall  fail  in  that  endeavor.  On  the  one  hand  the 
term  is  applied  to  the  gaseous  products  of  vegetable  and  ani 
mai  decomposition ;  on  the  other  generally  to  the  producing 
causes  of  certain  endemic,  epidemic,  and  specific  diseases;  but 
the  circumstance  has  long  been  acknowledged  as  a  fact  that 
diseases  manifesting  all  the  characters  and  phenomena  of  those 
usually  attributed  to  organic  decomposition,  occur  also  in  per- 
sons residing  m  localities  and  under  conditions  where  it  is  im- 
possible to  trace  the  existence  of  any  such  products.  Then 
agiin  there  is  the  mal-aria  which  arises  from  human  beings 
crowded  together,  more  particularly  where  other  insanitary 
conditions  also  exist.  There  is  in  this  instance  no  question  as 
to  the  appropriateness  of  the  term,  nor  do  the  results  of  ex  • 
perience  leave  room  to  doubt  that  such  conditions  are  of  them- 
selves capable  of  producing  disease,  the  type  and  virulence  of 
which  are  affected  by  the  nature  and  intensity  of  that  totality 
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of  influences  to  which  the  term  '^climatic  conditions''  is  jren- 
erally  applied — those  inflaences  comprising  '^heat,  light,  and 
electricity,  the  variations  of  atmospheric  pressure,,  the  rapidity 
or  amount  of  evaporation  and  radiation  which  affect  vital  pro- 
cesses in  the  human  body." 

The  occurrence  of  malaria  as  a  specific  entity  can  readily  h^ 
understood  in  relation  to  swamps,  narrow,  confined,  and  dense- 
ly-wooded valleys,  beds  of  former  rivers,  certain  Indian 
jungles,  and  even  on  alluvial  plains  in  tropical  countri**s;  bur 
the  theory  of  such  an  entity  existing:  entirely  fails  to  explain 
the  occurrence  of  what  are  usually  recorded  as  malarial  disease>. 
including  fevers,  dysentery,  hepatitis,  cachexia,  neuralgia,  and 
so  on  in  localities  where  no  decomposing  organic  mutter  exist^. 
Thus,  in  South  Holland,  in  August,  1794,  after  a  very  dry  and 
hot  summer,  our  troops  suffered  severely  from  fever  not- 
withstanding that  the  soil  consisted  of  a  level  plain  of  sand, 
its  surface  dry  and  (except  a  few  stunted  plants)  destitute  of 
vegetation.  At  Walcheren,  in  1809,  our  army  was  all  but  de- 
stroyed by  malarial  fever,  although  the  island  is  composed  entire 
ly  of  white  sand  intermixed  with  clay,  but  with  this  very  serious 
disadvantage  as  regards  requirements  for  health,  that  it  is  be 
low  high-water  mark,  and  protected  from  inundation  by  means 
of  dykes.  It  was  thus  impossible  to  find  the  existence  of  ma- 
laria as  such  in  that  island ;  but  such  were  the  effects  of  the 
general  influences  included  under  the  term  climate  of  the  lo- 
cality, that  for  many  years  subsequently  those  who  had  been 
subjected  to  them  suffered  from  recurrences  of  malarial  fever. 
On  the  island  of  Ascension,  at  Qibralter,  and  in  the  Ionian  Is- 
lands, malarial  diseases  affected  and  still  affect  our  troops,  not- 
withstanding that  malaria  as  such  does  not  exist;  hence  tlieir 
occurrence  is  due  to  the  sum  of  climatic  influences  which  pro 
duce  an  effect  exactly  similar  to  that  assigned  to  the  entity  so 
called ;  therefore  the  expressions  ''malaria"  and  "climatic  in- 
fluences" with  regard  to  those  localities  have  obtained  an  in 
terchangeable  significance,  although  implying  a  precision  which 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  does  not  and  can  not  exist. 

In  America,  near  the  Oronoco,  malarial  diseases  are  ik 
scribed  as  occurring  in  localities  where  there  is  no  malarifi  us 
such.     At  Port  of  Spain,  in  Trinidad,  the  anomoly  is  recorded 
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of  residents  enjoying  comparative  immunity  from  fever,  not- 
withstanding the  place  is  surrounded  by  a  swamp;  and  yet  the 
same  persons,  if  they  take  up  their  abode  for  a  single  night  in 
La  Nantile  Hill,  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  overlooking 
the  bay  of  Trinidad,  suflFer  from  fever  in  its  severest  form.     It 
is  on  record  that  at  Baiee  a  French  army  suffered  very  severely 
from  malarial  fever,  although  malaria  as  an  entity  was  non-ex- 
istent.   At  Hong-kong,  as  at  Gape  Coast,  what  are  ordinarily 
described  as  climatic  fevers  are  most  severe  and  deadly.     At 
both  places  the  soil  is  dry  and  hard ;  at  the  former  vegetation 
is  sparse;  at  the  latter  dense,  but  not  so  in  the  sense  of  an  In- 
dian jungle ;  at  both  the  underlying  rock  consists  of  decompos- 
ing ferruginous  granite,  and  at  both  the  alterations  in  meteoro- 
logical conditions  are  so  great  and  so  sudden  that  the  extent  to 
which  they  are  so,  and  thus  affect  even  the  sensations,  can  only 
be  appreciated  by  a  person  who  has  served  at  those  places  and 
survived  the  ordeal.     Malarial  diseases  prevail  at  both  in  their 
most  intense  form,  but  residents  do  not  speak  of  them  under 
that  term,  but  as  climatic.     In  several  pirts  of  India  malarial 
diseases  prevail  extensively,  and  yet  malaria  as  such  is  not 
found  to  exist.     Thus,  in  Scinde  and  in  the  Punjab  the  soil  is 
for  the  most  part  composed  of  sandy  alluvium  upon  clay,  or,  as 
at  Kurrachee,  upon  magnesian  limestone,  yet  malarial  fever, 
neuralgia,  and  malarial  cachexia  prevail   in  those  provinces. 
Many  subjects  of  the  latter  affection  have  annually  to  be  sent 
to  England  with  a  view  to  recover  their  health ;  and  being  so, 
their    particular  condition   is,  among  persons  practically    ac- 
quainted with  the  effects  of  endemic  influences,  well  under- 
stood under  the  term  "climate-struck."' 

From  the  particulars  now  given  the  following  conclusions  are, 
I  think,  fairly  to  be  drawn,  namely  : 

1.  That  although  in  certain  localities  indicated  the  presence 
of  an  entity,  malaria,  has,  and  apparently  with  good  reason, 
been  assumed,  the  precise  nature  of  that  entity  remains  undem- 
onstrated. 

i.  In  other  and  many  localities  diseases,  the  character  of 
Wliich  is  by  consent  admitted  to  be  malarial,  occur  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  possible  malaria  in  the  sense  of  gaseous  products 
of  decomposition  of  vegetable  or  animal  matters;  nor  arq  such 
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localities  indicated  by  any  invariable  characters  of  their  owa, 

3.  This  being  the  case,  such  diseases,  malarial  in  their  pbe< 
uomena,  can  only  be  assigned  to  climatic  and  other  inflaences 
operating  in  those  localities.  Hence  interchange  in  regard  to 
the  (significance  of  the  expressions  ^'malaria,''  ^^olimate,^^  and 
"endemic"  influences  becomes  readily  adapted  in  the  conversa- 
tion and  writings  of  medical  officers  and  others  who  serve  at 
such  places,  although  with  difficulty  appreciated  by  their  more 
fortunate  brethren  who  are  spared  their  ordeaL 

4.  But  it  becomes  practically  impossible  to  distinctly  draw 
the  line  between  such  diseases  as  are  caused  by  the  malaria 
of  swampy  and  otherwise  malarial  districts  in  India  and  the 
tropics  generally,  and  such  as  occur  in  dry  and  arid  districts, 
and  with  atmospheric  or  climatorial  conditions  i>eculiar  to  them 
except  in  a  few  instances,  and  chiefly  in  the  early  stages  of  at- 
tack. Thus,  as  regards  fevers  the  onset  is  more  ardent  in  the 
dry  locality  than  in  the  swampy ;  heat  apoplexy  common  in  the 
dry,  not  so  in  the  swampy ;  dysentery  more  acutely  inflamma- 
tory in  the  former  than  in  the  latter ;  but  the  rule  reii^fl^  as 
expressed.  ^ 

5.  Not  only  have  I  ample  authority,  as  indicated  i^Ap -ex- 
tract already  given  for  such  use  as  I  have  made  of  the  4N|N^6- 
sions  of  "malaria,"  ^^climate,"  and  "climatic  inflnences^^^  !A}any 
official  reports  on  "enteric"  fever,  but  the  manner  in  which 
those  expressions  are  made  use  of  is  accepted  and  perfectly  an 
derstood  by  medical  officers  of  considerable  service  in  tropical 
countries. 

Finally,  I  consider  I  have  grounds  for  believing  that  the  in- 
vestigation of  disease  as  regards  India  and  the  tropics  generally 
is  in  England  liable  to  be  conducted  difierent  from  that  of  other 
branches  of  natural  history.  Thus,  with  regard  to  disease  a 
type  is  adopted  as  a  standard,  such  as  presents  itself  in  Eng- 
land, the  phenomena  of  species  or  varieties  of  that  particular 
disease  as  existing  in  those  countries  constrained  so  as  to  be  ac- 
commodated to  that  type  ;  whereas  with  regard  to,  for  example, 
a  plant  or  animal  the  particular  type  is  taken  exactly  as 'it  pre- 
sents itself  where  met  with,  each  species  or  variety  studied  in- 
dependently and  with  reference  to  its  own  characteristics.  If 
^his  be  so,  it  appears  to  me  that  benefit  to  those   most  con- 
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cerned — namely,  the  sick — would  accrue  from  the  study  of  In- 
dian diseases  and  their  causation  more  from  an  Indian,  less 
from  an  English,  point  of  view  than  that  according  to  which, 
ill  some  instances  at  least,  their  investigation  has  of  late  been 
conducted. 


A  CASE  OF  RATTLESNAKE  BITE. 

DR.  M.  L.   D[CK. 


I  was  called  on  the  29th  of  June,  1880,  to  see  a  boy  six  years 
old,  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake.  He  was  bitten 
about  3  p.  M.,  but  the  family  did  not  know  it  for  two  hours.  He 
had  been  out  in  the  harvest  field ;  and  started  from  there  to  re- 
turn  to  the  house,  as  soon  as  he  was  bitten.  He  was  found  by 
the  family  lying  in  the  orchard,  between  the  field  and  the  house, 
vomiting  and  very  greatly  prostrated.  He  had  thrown  up  some 
wheat,  and  the  family  supposed  he  had  overloaded  the  stomach 
by  eating  the  grain ;  and  they  did  not  know  differently  till  he 
revived  consciousness  enough  to  tell  them  what  had  happened. 
This  was  about  5  o'clock. 

I  arrived  about  six  o'clock.  Found  the  boy  had  vomited  a 
number  of  times,  and  was  suffering  greatly  from  the  bite, 
which  was  in  one  limb  The  limb  was  swelling  very  rapidly, 
was  very  dark  and  green  in  places.  I  prepared  a  mixture  of 
one  ounce  each  third  preparation  of  lobelia,  and  tinctures  lo- 
belia, Scutellaria  and  valerian.  Nearly  a  teaspoon  full  of  this 
was  given  in  warm  water  every  five  minutes.  Prepared  a  very 
strong  infusion  of  black  coho8h,and  as  soon  as  this  was  ready  used 
it  togive  the  above  mixture  in.  We  wrapped  the  limb  in  a  poul- 
tice of  equal  parts  lobelia  seeds  and  capsicum  in  elm  powder, 
wet  with  third  preparation  of  lobelia,  and  kept  wet  with  this. 
Bottles  of  hot  water  were  placed  along  the  sides.  So  soon  as  I 
had  secured  free  vomiting  several  times,  obtained  a  free  per- 
spiration and  got  him  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  medicine, 
I  lengthened  the  time  of  the  dose^  to  half  an  hour  apart. 

A  very  free  perspiration  was  maintained  steadily  by  these 
means,  the  medicine  being  gradually  diminished  till  the  doses 
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were  one  hour  apart.  In  less  than  an  Iiour  from  the  time  the 
poultice  was  applied,  the  paiii  began  to  abate,  and  was  much 
relieved  before  I  left  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I  found  my  patient  feeling  much 
better.  The  swelling  extended  up  inlo  the  iliac  region,  the 
limb  was  twice  the  natural  size,  and  the  thigh  was  dark ;  but  he 
suffered  no  pain  unless  the  limb  was  molested,  but  complained 
that  it  felt  as  sore  as  a  boil  when  touched.  Had  him  sponged  off, 
removed  the  bottles  of  warm  water,  continued  the  rest  of  the 
treatnftnt. 

July  1st.  Patient  much  improved.  Swelling  diminisliing, 
limb  not  so  sore.  Prescribed  equal  parts  of  fluid  extracts  Scu- 
tellaria and  cimicifuga,  and  tincture  lobelia ;  two-thirds  of  a 
teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  Poultice  continued  as  before; 
with  directions  that  a  strong  decoction  of  verbascum  should  be 
applied  to  the  limb,  and  cloths  kept  saturated  with  this,  when 
the  dark  color  had  mostly  disappeared.  My  direction  in  this 
was  misunderstood,  and  they  applied  the  verbascum  soon  after 
I  left,  wh  ch  I  would  not  have  done.  But  the  result  was  ad- 
mirable. They  said  the  verbascum  gave  most  surprising  relief 
to  the  bad  feelings  ;  and  when  I  came  to  visit  my  patient  again, 
he  met  me  at  the  gate  smiling  and  happy. 

Pierceton^  Ind. 


THE  PEPSINE  OF  COMMERCE. 


Dr.  Squibb,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  King's  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  recently  made  some  very  interesting  and  pertinent 
remarks  on  the  variable  character  of  the  pepsine  of  the  market. 
Having  tested  by  artificial  digestion  the  products  of  five  of  the 
most  prominent  manufacturers,  and  found  them  greatly  differ- 
ing in  strength,  he  says:  "In  this  connection  the  want  of  care 
and  want  of  knowledge  in  the  great  mass  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession may  be  illustrated.  The  last  revision  of  the  tJ.  S.  Phar- 
macopoeia refused  to  admit  pepsine,  and  consequently  tiiere  is 
no  standard  of  quality  or  strength  for  it,  every  maker  adopting 
'^own  strength  and  stating  it  roughly  on  his  label.     Of  the 
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five  makers  examined,  only  two  are  alike  in  strength.  To  the 
gestion  of  100  parts  of  coagulated  white  of  ^%^^  they  require  by 
their  labels,  and  by  the  actual  test  applied,  1-6, 1-6,  5-6,  ^-^^  and 
and  8-3  pares  of  the  pepsine.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  promi- 
nent makers  all  vary  very  much,  the  pepsines  of  some  being 
from  three  to  five  times  weaker  than  ethers,  and  yet  they  all 
sell  in  enormous  quantities  at  about  the  same  price,  and  phy- 
sicians go  on  and  prescribe  them  in  about  the  same  doses. 

The  difference  in  prime  cost  between  a  pepsine  that  is  five 
times  more  effective  than  another  is  not  so  great  as  to  make 
very  much  difference  in  price;  and  as  the  whole  stomach  use. I 
in   my  experiments    gave   the  equivalent  of  six   avoirdupois 
ounces  of  the  strongest  commercial  pepsine,  it  would  appear  that 
the  profits  of  the  manufacture  are  very  good.     Of  this  strongest 
pepsine,  1  grain  of  which  digests  60  grains  of  white  of  egg,  the 
one  stomach  yielded  2,590  grains.     This  is  equal  to  the  diges- 
tion of  151-620  grains  of  white  of  ^g%.     White  of  ^^^  contains 
about  12-5  p.  c.  of  Axy  albumen.     Therefore,  the  2-590  grains 
digest  18952  grains,  or  more  than  2-5  pounds  of  dry  albumen, 
or  8  times  that,  or  over  20  pounds  of  moist  albumen,  or  more 
than  double  the  capacity  of  the  stomach  a  living*  pig.    Then 
again  the  mucous  membrane  dissected  off,  and  managed  in  the 
same  way,  did  not  give  digestive  results  higher  than  about  one- 
fifth  of  those  given  by  the  entire  stomach.     That  is,  if  the  fer- 
ment contained  in  the  mucous  membrane  be  acted  during  ma- 
ceration upon  the  tissues  of  the  whole  stomach  it  would  have 
produced  a  solution  of  five  times  the  po^^er  that  it  did  as  mu- 
cous membrane  alone. 

All  this  goes  to  show  conclusively  that  the  pepsines  of  the 
market  are  rather  to  be  regarded  as  concentrated  peptones, 
and  not  pepsine  at  all.  They  are  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
ferment  upon  the  tissues  of  the  stomach  itself,  and  are  simply 
in  a  condition  so  concentrated  as  to  communicate  their  activity 
to  other  matters  which  may  be  in  a  condition  to  undergo  simi- 
lar change. 

But  such  active  peptones  may  as  well  bo  called  pepsine  as 
not,  so  long  as  they  are  able  to  induce  the  desired  fermentation  ; 
and  the  only  practical  importance  of  regarding  them  as  pep- 
tones as  that  if  the  process  of  making  them  be  not  a  process  of 
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extraction,  but  one  of  true  digestion,  then  it  is  better  not  to 
take  the  mucous  membrane  only,  but^  tuke  the  entire  stomachs 
instead — and  not  to  macerate  them  in  the  cold,  but  at  the  tern* 
perature  proper  for  digestion — and  by  carefully  studying  other 
conditions  favorable  to  this  particular  fermentation,  to  obtain 
the  most  active  and  the  most  concentrated  peptone  that  is  prac- 
ticable. It  is  altogether  probable  that  all  this  has  been  long 
ago  learned  by  the  pepsine  makers,  but  if  so,  the  information 
has  been  kept  as  among  their  trade  secrets.  It  is  true  that  Mr* 
E.  Scbeffer,  in  his  valuable  paper  p*  blished  in  February,  1873, 
strongly  soreshadows  this  conclusion,  but  seems  to  regard  the 
active  peptones  as  mixtures  of  peptone  and  pepsine.  The 
author,  by  his  careful  original  researches  and  by  his  frank  pub- 
lication of  his  process  or  results,  must  always  be  considered  as 
the  originator  of  this  important  trade  interest,  as  it  is  now<, 
among  the  best  in  the  market,  although  not  the  strongest.  A 
recent  paper  entitled  "Observations  on  Medical  Pepsine  and 

Artificial  Digestion,"  by  Q.  F.  Dowdeswell,  B.  A.  (Cantab),  F. 
O.  S.,  F.  L.  S.,  etc.,  in  The  Praotioner  (English)  for  March, 

1880,  is  important  and  timely,  and  some  of  the  proportions  used 
in  the  digestions  of  this  paper  are  taken  from  it. 

As  a  practical  deduction  from  the  facts  observed  in  these  ex- 
periments it  seems  doubtful  whether  physicians  might  not  im- 
prove upon  the  common  methods  of  using  pepsine,  when  these 
are  not  successful  by  putting  the  dose  into  the  stomach  with  a 
suitable  acid,  and  a  little  albuminous  or  fibrinous  food,  half 
an  hour  or  more  before  the  mealtime,  in  order  to  produce  a 
quantity  of  active  peptone  sufficient  for  the  larger  mass  of  the 
approaching  meal.  Stomachs  which  a  redeficient  in  the 
proper  acid  as  well;  and  any  ordinary  dose  of  pepsine 
put  into  such  a  stomach  after  a  full  meal  would  be  pretty  sure 
to  be  hopelessly  lost  by  dilution,  even  when  other  conditions, 
might  be  favorable. — Drtiggists  Circular. 
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THE  ECLECTIC  OUTRAGE  CONTINUED. 


«JusT  as  we  were  getting  ready  to  send  this  number  to  press, 
the  assault  of  the  eclectics  on  the  Physio- Medical  Instiuue  as- 
sumed a  new  ph  ise.     Prof.  J.  E.  Shromz  had  neslrly  completed 
hislectnre'^  on(/&tfcrrt^^it7«  anatomy,  and  the  graduating  class  was 
to  be  examined  therein  on  Nov.  23d.,  so  as  to  give  them  the 
beneQt  of  examination   while  that  study   was  fresh  in  their 
minds  and  before  the  surgical  lectures  began.    The  other  por- 
tions of  the  anatomical  study  are  to  come  afterwards.     Dr.  S. 
W.  Davis,  the  eclectic  student  who  had  taken  up  Dr.  S.  B.  S. 
Wilson's  case  as  his  own,  went  to  the  papers  trying  to  get  in 
serted  a  card  to  the  effect  that  the  Institute  was  going  to  ex- 
amine its  class  on  anatomy  upon  only  five  week's  study.    The 
Daily  Gazette  was  tried  with  this  card,  but  refused  to  publish 
it,  yet  sent  down  a  reporter  to  get  information.     We  invited 
the  reporter  to  come  in  at  4  o'clock,  when  the  examination  be- 
gan, and  he  did  so.    Two  eclectic  students  also  came.    It  was 
an    unheard-of  thing  for  students    to   come   to  a  graduate's 
examination  in  a  college  where  they  were  not  attending.     We 
do  not  admit  even  our  own  undergraduates  to  such  examina- 
tions ;  and  did  not  know  the  visitors  were  eclectics,  but  sup- 
posed them  to  be  reporters,  and  we  have  nothing  to  conceal 
from  the  public.    These  facts  are  given,  that  our  readers  may 
understand  the  amount  of  insolence  practiced  by  eclectics,  and 
realize  that  this  new  attack  on  the  Institute  was  a  ^^job"  man- 
aged entirely  by  them. 

The  reporter  staid  till  the  questions  were  given  out,  got  a 
list  of  them,  asked  for  and  obtained  full  information  about  the 
course  of  our  instruction,  and  had  explained  to  him  the  fact 
that  the  class  was  in  its  second  college  term  with  from  two  and 
a  half  to  four  years  of  previous  anatomical  study.  He  left  very 
soon  alter  the  class  got  their  questions,  and  the  eclectic  students 
with  him.  The  Daily  Gazette  contained  his  report  net  morning ; 
and  we  quote  from  it: 

''A  card  was  sent  to  the  Gazette  day  before  yesterday  announc- 
ing that  the  Physio-Medical  Institute  would  hold  their  exam- 
ination on  the  subject  of  anatomy  yesterday  afternoon,  the  class 
having  been  engaged  in  th^  study  just  five  weeks.    There  was 
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a  class  of  eleven  examined,  and  the  examination  was  a  written 
one,  the  questions  being  read  by  Prof.  J.  F.  Shrontz,  of  the 
chair  of  anatomy  and  physiology.  The  following  are  the  ques- 
tions; 1.  Give  the  temporal  bone  and  its  articulations.  2. 
Give  a  description  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone  and  its  arti- 
culations. 3.  Give  description  of  the  nasal  fossae  and  the  bones 
entering  into  their  formation.  4.  Describe  the  scaphoid  bone 
and  its  articulations.  5.  What  kind  of  articulation  is  the  ros- 
trum of  the  sphenoid  with  the  vomer?  6.  How  many  and  what 
are  the  internal  ligaments  of  the  knee  joints?  7.  How  many 
and  what  valves  are  found  in  the  heart  and  what  orifices  do  they 
guard  and  what  are  they  derived  from  ?  8.  Give  a  description 
of  the  vertebral  artery,  its  branches,  and  what  does  it  termin- 
ate in  ?  8.  Describe  the  circle  of  Willis.  9.  Give  the  portal 
circulation.  10.  Describe  the  spinal  cord.  11.  Give  the  pecu 
liarities  of  the  vascular  system  of  the  fetus?  12.  Describe  the 
fifth  or  cranial  nerve,  its  branches,  and  how  many  ganglia  are 
connected  with  it.  13.  What  are  the  nerves  of  special  sense  of 
taste?  14.  Describe  the  mucous  membranes  oi  the  small  in- 
testine. 15.  Give  the  weight  and  the  minute  anatomy  of  the 
lungs.  16.  Give  the  position  and  mi.iute  structure  of  the  kid 
neys.  17.  Describe  the  thoracic  duct.  18.  Describe  the  me- 
sentery and  its  glands.  19.  What  sinuses  are  found  at  the  base 
of  the  skull  ?    20.  Describe  the  veins  of  the  ujiper  extremity. 

"The  students  began  their  work  of  writing  and  the  scene  soon 
presented  the  dignity  of  a  medical  examination.  Two  students 
of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  were  bashfully  sitting  in  the  rear 
of  the  lecture  room,  and  by  way  of  suppressing  the  fear  of  be- 
ing bounced  were  busily  taking  down  the  questions.  Dr.  Win. 
H.  Cook,  the  Dean  of  the  college,  was  present  and  politely  an- 
swered  all  the  questions  which  were  put  to  him  by  the  scribe. 

"How  long  is  your  course  in  anatomy  ?"  "It  extends  over 
ten  weeks,  embracing  ninety  lectures  on  the  subject  during 
that  time,  or  nine  every  week.  These  lectures  are  on  anatomy 
and  subjects  connected  with  it.  With  many  colleges  it  is  cus 
tomary  to  have  only  four  lectures  a  week,  making  eighty  in  all, 
over  a  course  of  twenty  weeks,  so  that  our  arrangement  gives 
us  ten  more  than  they  ordinarily  have." 

'How  many  sessions  have  you  ?"     "We  have  two  winter  ses- 
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sions,  each  session  comprisinir  tweuiy  weeks,  and  both  making 
up  the  full  college  course.  We  are  very  exacting  in  admitting 
students  and  have  this  season  rejected  two  or  three  applicants 
for  incompetency.  We  do  not  admit  vulgar  persons  or  drunk- 
ards. The  examination  today  will  be  on  descriptive  anatomy. 
Alter  that  practical  and  experimental  anatomy  will  be  taken 
up,  and  t'.en  the  subject  of  surgery." 

''Do  you  think  there  is  any  advantage  in  such  an  arrange- 
ment?" ''I  believe  there  is,  decidedly.  Iris  like  the  course 
in  the  public  schools — graded.  It  commences  with  ABC  and 
ends  with  full  knowledge  of  the  subject.  In  colleges  belonging 
to  other  schools  of  medicine,  the  subjects  of  anatomy  and  sur- 
gery are  carried  together,  and  there  is  always  confusion.  We 
prepare  the  mind  of  the  student  for  the  difficult  operations  in 
surgery." 

It  was  farther  explained  to  him  that  this  examination  was  on 
but  one  portion  of  the  anatomical  studies ;  that  it  was  difficult, 
but  we  were  elevating  the  standard  of  education  and  expected 
80  per  cent,  in  the  answers ;  and  that  the  students  had  to  pass 
through  nine  examinations  in  all,  before  they  could  graduate. 
The  reporter  then  gives  his  conversation  with  the  two  eclec- 
tic students  who  accompanied  him.    They  admitted  that  the 
questions  "are  whoppers.     We  have  both  been  practicing  medi- 
cine for  some  time  and  are  about  finishing  our  course  in  the 
Eclectic  College;  but  I  tell  you  the  Dean  of  that  Institute  him- 
self could  not  get  5u  per  cent,  of  the  answers.     I  tell  you,  sir? 
it  will  take  an  expert  two  hours  to  answer  the  12  th  question 
alone.    Some  of  the  last  questions  are  positively  difficult,  and 
it  would  take  a  student  of  ordinary  caliber,  just  two  days  lo 
pull  through  that  examination.    There  is  not  a  graduate  in  this 
city,  after  a  four  year's  course,  that  could  average  80  per  cent, 
of  those  questions.     I  saw  one  of  them  copying  the  answers 
from  the  books.     I  suppose  that  the    students  have  been  in- 
structed about  the  questions   beforehand,  and   know  the  an- 
swers by  heart." 

Mark  !  These  are  opinions  of  eclectic  students  who  came  un- 
bidden to  our  private  examination,  and  seemed  to  be  quite  in- 
timate  with  the  reporter.  Coming  there  under  the  wing  of  a 
reporter,  showed  them  devoid  of  the  instincts  that  belong  to  a 
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gentleman.  When  a  physician  ceases  to  bo  a  gentlemaB, 
he  ceases  to  have  any  respectability  in  his  profession ;  so  ve 
cannot  marvel  at  the  falsehoods  contained  in  the  la^t  two  sen- 
tences  quoted  from  these  eclectics. 

The  reporter  then  called  on  Dr.  John  Davis, — not  the  eclec- 
tic S.  H.  Davis  wh<»has  figured  in  this  afi'air,  but  one  of  the  best 
allopathic  physicians  in  this  city,  a  gentleman  of  the  high^t 
personal  character  and  professional  standing.    Dr.  Davis  was 
asked  if  it  were  possible  for  any  student  to  answer  those  ana- 
tomical questions  after  ten  weeks  of  study.    He  answered  m 
the  negative,  the  only  answer  that  any  man  of  sense  could  give. 
The  silliness  came  in  with  the  asking  oi'  such  a  question.     Dr, 
J.  Davis  said :  ^^If  I  had  a  student  that  would  even  get  a  me- 
dium average  on  these  questions  after  a  course  of  three  years 
unremittent  study,  I  should  consider  it  u  creditable  pef'ormance.'* 
So  should  we ;  and  there  is  but  one  luember  in  the  present 
graduating 'class  of  the  P.-M.  Institute  who  has  had  any  less 
than  three  years'  study,  and  the  class  as  a  whole  averages  Jhur 
years*  of  solid  study.  He  deprecated  hurrying  students  through 
college,  and  thought  a  law  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the 
coining  of  scientific   murderers.    We  of  the   P.  M.  Iubtitute 
are  heartily  in  favor  of  every  sentiment  here  reported  from  the 
lips  of  Dr.  John  Davis.    On  Thanksgiving  morning,  Nov.  25th 
the  Daily  Gazette  contained  the  following  letter  from  us: 

THE  PROPER  LAW  CONCERNING  MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette:  Under  the  cap- 
tion of  ''Anatomy  in  Five  Weeks,"  your  issue  of  to-day,  aided 
by  some  eclectic  students,  conveys  the  impression  that  this  is 
the  length  of  time  required  for  anatomical  studies  in  the  Physio- 
Medical  Institute.  This  is  such  an  utter  mispresentation  of  the 
facts  that  is  it  calculated  to  damage  a  college  that  has  done 
an  honorable  business  here  for  twenty-one  years.  I  ask  space 
for  correction. 

The  Physio-Medical  Institute  examined  its  graduating  class 
on  one  department  of  anatomy  last  evening.  It  is  the  sixth 
week  of  the  present  session,  nine  anatomical  lectures  a  week« 
and  several  weeks  yet  to  be  occupied  with  other  anatomical 
studies.    This  class  had   previously  taken  a  college    lecture 
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term.    They  averaged  one  year  and  nine  months  of  office  study 
before  taking  their  first  college  term  of  five  months.    There  are 
seven  mouths  for  study  between  our  terms,  and  some  of  this 
class  had  pursued  their  studies  five  and  eight  years  between 
their  first  term  and  the  present  one.     In  no  instance  did  the  ex. 
amination  last  night  represent  less  than  two  years  and  seven 
months  of  actual  anatomical  study,  including  the  two  college 
terms;  and  the  class  averaged  four  years  of  such  study,  includ- 
ing the  two  college  terms.  Their  examination  in  writing  occupied 
from  4  to  11:30  p. ra.     It  is  not  final,  even  on  anatomy;  and  the 
class  has  eight  other  writt:^n  examinations  to  pass  within  the 
next  four  months,  before  it  can  graduate.     When  all  medical 
colleges  are  equally  exacting  in  issuing  diplomas,  some  of  them 
w^ill  have  much  smaller  classes  than  at  present,  and  the  public 
will  be  saved  from  the  annual  flood  of  medical  ignoramuses. 

The  eclectic  students  who  so  kindly  took  pains  to  notify  you 
of  our  examination,  and  who  left  their  own   college  to  come  to 
that  examination,  are  not  in  position  to  judge  of  our  work. 
Not  enjoying  the  thorough  education  we  give,  it  might  take 
them  several  weeks  to  study  up  our  questions  so  as  to  answer 
them.    It  IS  proper  for  them  to  confess  their  ignorance,  for  I 
suppose  they  realize  it.    If,  confessing  their  inferiority,  and  say- 
ing that  their  own  Dean  could  not  get  50  per  cent,  on  ana- 
tomical questions  where  we  demand  80  per  cent.,  the  Eclectic 
Collegr  will  graduate  them,  the  public  can  judge  between  us 
and  them.    Their  assertions  that  we  give  out  our  questions  be- 
forehand, and  that  some  of  our  students  were  seen  copying  the 
answers  from  their  books,  are  absolutely  untrue.    I  use  the 
proper  words  to  characterize  those  statements.    That  may  be 
the  method  of  conducting  examinations  at  the  Eclectic  Oollege, 
but  not  at  the  Physio-Medical  Institute. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  Dr.  John  Davis  so  warmly  favors  a 
medical  law  to  prevent  rushing  students  through,  and  that 
would  put  down  "scientific  murderers  ".  Such  a  law  is  greatly 
needed,  and  I  hope  he  will  aid  me  in  getting  one  passed.  More 
than  eight  years  ago  I  discussed  the  need  of  such  a  law  through 
your  columns,  and  again  about  four  years  ago.  The  need  of  it 
was  made  apparent  during  the  war  by  the  manner  in  which 
young  men  were  hurried  from  the  plow  to  medical  positions  in 
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the  army.  Also  by  an  address  from  Prof.  Connor  in  the  Ohio 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  publicly  prayed  God  to  forgive 
him  for  the  mischief  done  by  incompetent  men  whose  diplomas 
he  had  signed.  If  the  largest  medical  college  in  Ohio  was  issu- 
ing diplomas  in  this  fashion,  I  thought  it  was  high  time  for 
legislation  to  protect  the  public. 

Gentlemen  of  the  same  medical  faith  with  Dr  John  Davis 
have  been  noted  in  history  for  seeking  laws  favoring  their 
own  school  and  oppressing  others.  Fifty  years  ago  some  Stat^ 
had  laws  depriving  physicians  of  other  schools  of  their  fees, 
thus  making  it  a  mattter  of  fees  rather  than  of  science.  Latter- 
ly, Medical  Boards  are  tried;  giving  their  control  to  one  school, 
with  power  to  taint  the  honor  and  destroy  the  business  of  others. 
The  American  public  is  not  likely  to  sanction  any  more  such 
unjust  laws,  and  I  think  Dr.  John  Davis  is  too  fair-minded  a 
gentleman  to  favor  such  class  legislation.  Let  every  medical 
system  stand  on  its  own  merits,  or  die  if  it  has  no  merits. 

The  law  I  have  proposed  has  these  features :  Let  no  college 
diplomas  be  issued,  except  as  sanctioned  by  a  Statu  Medical 
Board,  after  examining  the  applicants  sant  to  it  by  the  colleges. 
Let  this  board  be  made  up  of  one  representative  from  each  sys- 
tem in  medicine  having  a  chartered  chartered  and  regularly 
conducted  college.  Let  the  representative  of  each  system  pass 
judgment  on  the  students  of  his  own  system  in  pathology, 
materia  medica,  therapeutics,  and  medical  practice.  It  is  on 
these  topics  that  schools  differ ;  and  there  is  no  justice  in  a  gen- 
tleman from  the  old  school  sitting  to  examine  our  students, 
whom  he  is  not  qualified  to  examine  on  these  topics. 

But  on  anatomy,  chemistry,  physiology,  operative  surgery, 
symptoms,  diagnosis,  etc.,  the  schools  practically  agree.  Then 
let  the  whole  Board  examine  on  these  topics.  This  would  give 
us  the  same  rie:ht  to  test  the  anatomical,  surgical,  and  obstet- 
rical acquirements  of  their  students,  as  they  would  have  to  test 
ours.  This  would  be  strict  equality,  and,  therefore,  would  be 
justice.  It  would  secure  competent  physicians  to  the  public, 
and  would  advance  medical  science. 

By  this  law  it  would  soon  be  seen  what  colleges  were  giving 
the  best  education,  and  where  Dr.  John  Davis^  ''scientific  mur- 
derers'' came  from.    The  public  would  be  protected  from  such 
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* '  m  u  rderers."  If  the  Fhysio-Medical  Institute  was  found  want- 
ing  by  that  balance,  it  would  be  swept  away.  If  other  colleges 
were  found  wanting,  fhey  would  be  swept  away. 

I  have  advocated  such  a  law  for  eight  years,  but  have  never 
yet  known  an  old-school  physician  to  favor  it.  Will  they  favor 
it  now?  Will  Dr.  John  Davis  favor  it?  Here  is  a  fair  chance 
to  test  the  quality  of  our  education,  and  to  compare  it  with 
others,  and  to  push  incompetent  colleges  to  the  wall. 

Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Physio-Medical  Institute. 
November  24, 1880. 

And  now  comes  in  a  new  feature,  throwing  some  light  upon 
it.  It  is  the  following  letter,  which  we  received  through  the 
city  post  from  a  gentleman  who  wishes  to  withhold  his  name  : 

Cincinnati^  Nbv.25, 1880. 
Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.  D. 

Dean  op  Physio  Medical  Institute. — Dear  Sir: — Allow  a 
stranger  to  you  personally  to  thank  you  for  your  intelligent 
and  manly  defense  of  your  Institute  in  this  day's  *^Gazette." 
The  writer  had  the  knowledge  before-hand  of  an  arrangement 
with  the  reporter  and  a  student  who  boards  with  him,  to  get  up 
the  article;  and  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  the  college  would 
have  appeared,  had  there  been  no  interview  or  no  reporter 
present.  It  was  a  dirty  job  to  traduce  the  science,  and  would 
not  probably  have  been  endorsed  by  responsible  parties  of  the 
"Gazette,"  if  the  facts  were  known  to  them. 

Respectfully.    *  *  * 
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Battey's  Operation  for  Hysteria. — A  very  instructive  case, 
illustrating  the  peculiar  efficacy  of  the  above  operation  for 
hysteria,  has  been  reported  to  the  Berlin  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Israel  presented  to  the  society  a  young  woman,  aged  twenty- 
three,  cured  of  severe  hysteria  by  "Battey's  operation."  The 
patient  had  suffered  for  Eome  years  with  obstinate  vomiting,  ac- 
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companied  by  severe  ovarian  pains.  She  became  extremelv 
weak  and  anaemic.  Many  surgeons  advised  the  operation,  and 
she  gradually  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  castration  was  the 
only  remedy  for  her  sad  state.  The  operation  was  performed 
under  chloroform,  ^^with  all  antiseptic  precautions.^'  I>urin§: 
the  first  three  days  after  the  operation  there  was  extreme  ten- 
derness in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  ice  had  to  be  con- 
stantly applied.  At  the  same  time  there  was  retention  of 
urine,  which  only  passed  off  at  the  end  of  twelve  days.  A  week 
after  the  operation  the  vomiting  had  ceased,  and  the  pain  in 
the  ovarian  region  had  disappeared.  The  patient's  cure  re- 
mained permanent.  One  detail,  however,  of  this  beautiful  il- 
lustration of  the  value  of  oophorectomy  remains  to  be  men- 
tioned,  and  it  is  not  an  unimportant  one.  The  operation  was  a 
pretended  one — a  superficial  wound  was  only  made  I 

A  case  somewhat  a  propoa  to  this  has  recently  been  reported 
in  a  French  journal.  It  was  that  of  a  woman,  aged  forty-three, 
who  was  sufi*ering  from  an  ovarian  tumor.  The  tumor  was  re- 
moved, and  the  ovary  of  course  with  it.  The  woman  got  well 
of  the  operation,  but  became  permanently  maniacal.  The 
mania  could  not  be  attributed  to  anything  except  the  opera- 
tion. 


Duration  of  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Q.  J.  Dugleman  gives  the 
Courier  of  Medicine  the  history  of  six  pregnancies,  in  which 
the  date  of  fruitful  coiton  was  accurately  known.  Gestation 
varied  from  242  to  280  days. 


Blowing  on  the  New- Born, — Dr.  J.  F.  Button  sends  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  the  New  York  Medical  Record  :  ^^A 
few  years  ago  I  discovered  that  under  ordinary  circumstances 
blowing  on  the  asphyxiated  new-born  babe  will  establish  free 
and  full  respiration.  I  immediately  adopted  and  continue  to 
use    this  to  the  exclusion  of  the  old  methods  of  resuscitation. 

Certainly  it  is  not  as  cru  1  as  spanking  the  babe.  Surely  it 
is  more  convenient  than  the  alternate  application  of  hot  and 
cold  water.  It  is  also  a  readier  remedy  than  "the  battery ,^^ 
which  only  few  possess,  and  which  no  one  wishes  to  carry  with 
him  to  every  obstetric  call.    This  gentle  blowing  can  be  sue- 
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ceBsf ully  directed  to  any  part  of  tha  naked  body,  but  most  effec- 
tively to  the  abdomen,  and,  mirahle  dictu^  with  a  loud  squall 
the  asphyxtic  babe  will  become  a  living  soul.  Having  read,  a 
few  days  ago,  in  a  report  of  his  clinics,  that  Prof.  Charcot  blows 
similarly  on  his  patients,  to  recall  them  from  the  somnambu- 
stetic  state  to  consciousness,  has  prompted  me  to  place  on  re- 
record  my  own  blowing  "wrinkle^'  for  ''this  far  more  noble  and 
glorious  purpose." 


Thb  Swathing-Band. — Dr.  J.  G.  Stokes  writes    thus  to  the 
Medical  Herald :  "I  once  more  make  war  upon  the  time-hon- 
ored ''swathing-band."    I  have  heretofore  attempted  to  portray 
to  the  medical  profession  the  evil  results  produced  by  bandag- 
ing new-born  babes.     I  not  only  have  tried  to  impress  upon  the 
medical  world  the  immediate  injury  to  infants,  but  we  have 
pointed  out  some  of  the  probable  and  lasting  lesions  produced 
by  its  use.    And  thus  far,  since  my  opinions  and  practice  were 
made  public,  no  medical  man,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  attempted 
throught  he  journals  or  otherwise  to  defend  the  "time-honored" 
bandage,  nor  to  give  any  rational    reasons  why  the  bandage 
should  be  used,  neither  have  my  views  been  assailed  nor  con- 
demned.   I  have  iiad  an  extended  experience  for  eleven  years 
past  without  one  bandage  being  used.    Why  it  is  but  few  obstet- 
tricians  have  thus  far    tested  this  matter  fully  I  am  unable 
to  determine.    Is  there  no  progression  or  advancement  in  the 
methods  of  handling  new-born  babes  ?    Nearly  every  other  new 
suggestion  or    departure   from  the  old  landmarks  is  readily 
seized  and  thoroughly  tested,  and  why  not  this?    All  I  ask  is 
that  the  cord — no  harm  can  follow  in  any  case." 


A  Large  Foetus. — In  the  Obstetric  Gazette  of  this  city.  Dr. 
R.  P.  Meyers  reports  the  delivery  of  a  negro  woman  pregnant 
for  the  seventeenth  time,  who  had  seven  miscarriages.  The 
present  child  was  dead  born.  It  weighed  17^  lbs,  length  20 
inches,  around  the  thorax,  around  the  hips  16  inches,  leg  from 
hip  to  heel  9^  inches. 
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Stiomata  of  Maize. — The  stigmas  of  Indian  (American?) 
com,  have  been  employed  therapeatically  in  France ;  and  now 
of  course,  attract  professional  attention  in  America.  In  gravel, 
whether  uric  or  phosphatic,  and  in  cystic  catarrh,  they  are  pro- 
nounced excellent, — relieving  the  distress  and  increasing  the 
renal  flow.  Dr.  Dufau  pronounces  them  "a  very  powerfol,  and 
at  the  same  time  entirely  inoffensive  diuretic.'^  ^Gases  have 
been  reported  in  which  the  urinary  secretions  were  tripled  and 
even  quintupled  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours."  They  are 
made  into  a  syrup  or  an  extract. 


Ohian  Turpentine  in  Cancer. — DrJ.  Hickinbotham,  Physician 
to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  for  Women,  writes  on  his  exper- 
ience to  the  London  Lancet.  He  says  Dr.  Olay's  treatment  of 
uterine  cancer  is  not  to  be  discussed  theoretically,  but  tested 
practically.  His  own  practical  test  consisted  in  placing  eight 
patients  under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  obtained  from  most  re- 
liable dealers.  The  result:  ^^In  no  single  case  has  the  progress 
of  the  cancer  been  checked,  or  indeed  at  all  affected  by  the 
treatment." 


Resin  in  Balsah  Perub. — Among  the  drug  adulterations  we 
notice  that  Oermanyis  furnishing  balsam  of  Peru  largely  mixed 
with  resin.  It  increases  the  density  and  consistence  of  the  bal- 
sam  and  might  easily  pass  as  pure.  It  may  be  detected  by 
shaking  in  a  test-tube  five  drops  of  the  balsam  with  half  an 
ounce  spirits  of  ammonia.  If  pure,  there  will  be  a  thin  foam 
speedily  disappearing,  and  a  brownish-gray  fluid  that  remains 
thin.  If  resin  is  present,  the  foam  will  be  dense  and  x>6r8i8tent 
and  the  liquid  soon  becomes  like  a  jelly. 


Warm  Baths  in  Scarlatina. — It  is  becoming  apparent  that 
the  world  moves ;  and  that  even  the  self  regulating  world  of 
allopathia  doctors  has  strayed  into  one  edge  of  the  moving  cir 
cle,  and  begins  to  vibrate.  Dr.  W.  V.  Lush,  Weymouth,  Eng- 
land, reports  to  the  London  Lancet  his  use  of  warm  baths  iu 
scarlet   fever.    He  has  been  at  this  monstrously  ^^rreguiar'' 
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business  for  ten  years,  having  found  authority  for  doing  so  in 
Dr.  Charles  T.Thompson.     All  this  is  a  trifle  behind  the  times  ; 
for  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson  (no  relation  to  the  above  Charles)  fol- 
lowed this  plan  in  the  province  of  Vermont  80  years  ago,  and 
they  were  going  to  hang  him  for  saving  people's  lives  in  this 
*^ irregular"  fashion.     But  Dr.  Lush  is  to  be  commended  for  be 
ing  manly  enough  to  do  a  good  thing  so  soon  as  he  knew  it. 
He  says:   "At  first  I  ordered  the  patient  to  have  three  warm 
baths  daily,  to  be  kept  in  from  three  to  five  minutes,  rapidly 
dried,  wrapped  in  a  blanket,  and  returned  to  bed.    As  the  dis- 
ease  subsides,  I  reduce  the  baths  to  two  or  one  daily.    I  find 
that,  1st,  it  brings  out  the  rash;  2d,  reduces  the  temperature; 
3d,  soothes  the  patient.     And  when  this  treatment  has  been 
adopted  at  the  outset,  I  have  as  yet  not  lost  a  single  patient. 
In  one  case  the  warm  bath  was  objected  to  till  the  child  had 
been  ill  some  days  some  days;  and  this  case,  and  this  alone, 
proved  fatal."    Who  shall  count  the  multitudes  that  have  died 
through  allopathic  stubbornness  in  refusing  to  learn  the  ways 
by  which  their  opponents  save  life  1    And  our  Sanative  reme- 
dies to  B,  proper  use  of  the  warm  bath,  and  scarlatina  is  rarely 
fatal. 


Tracheal  Tubes. — Dr.  McEwen,  Glasgow,  in  the  British  Medi- 
cal Journal  advocates  the  use  of  tracheal  tubes  to  obviate  a  re- 
sort to  tracheotomy.  He  resorted  to  their  use  in  three  cases, 
and  with  good  results.  Two  were  for  the  relief  of  oedema  glottti- 
dis,  and  one  to  prevent  hemorrhage  into  the  larym  dunng  an 
operation.  He  thinks  such  tubes  can  readily  be  introduced 
with  using  anaesthetics,  and  that  respiration  can  be  carried  on 
through  them,  while  the  parts  soon  become  tolerant  of  their 
presence. 


Easy  Test  for  Arsenic. — So  many  accidents  have  resulted 
from  tee  presence  of  arsenic  in  wall  papers,  that  an  easy  meth- 
od for  the  detection  of  the  poison  there  is  desirable.  Dr.  Henry 
Barnes  gives  the  following  in  the  Practioner:  Immerse  the 
suspected  paper  in  strong  ammonia  water,  in  a  white  plate  or 
saucer.  K  the  ammonia  becomes  blue,  the  presence  of  a  salt  of 
copper  is  proved-    Then  drop  a  crystal  of  nitrate  of  silver  into 
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the  blue  liquid ;  and  if  any  arsenic  be  present,  the  crystal  will 
become  coated  with  yellow  arsenile  of  silver,  which  will  disap* 
pear  ou  stirrinh. 


PoMGRANATE  FOR  TjSNiA. — Dr.  Foraud,  France,  has  made  trials 
on  a  large  scale,  at  the  St.  Mandrier  Hospital,  upon  the  best 
means  of  destroying  the  tape  worm.  He  concludes  that  pelle- 
tierine^  the  active  principle  of  pomegranate  bark,  is  the  most 
active  and  certain. 


Treatment  of  Irreducible  Hernia. — kt  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Boiton  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren 
read  an  interesting  paper  on  this  subject.    He  advocated  the 
use  of  elastic  pressure  by  mesns  of  the  rubber  bandage,  in  ad- 
dition to  rest  in  the  inverted  position.    The  latter  part  of  the 
method  was  new,  and  had  been  successfully  employed  by  the 
author  os  several  cases.    The  foot  of  the  bed  is  to  be  so  raised 
that  the  neck  of  the  hernial  sack  shall  ue  at  a  higher  level  than 
any  portion  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  that  not  only  all  in- 
tra-abdomiual  pressure  ma}'  thus  be  removed,  but  that  gravity 
can  aid  in  returning  the  hernial  mass  into  the  abdomen.     No 
special  medical  treatment  was  found  necessary.     Whe*i  the  de- 
scent of  the  hernia  is  comparatively  recent  and  consists  of  in- 
testine only,  no  additional    mechanical  appliance  is  needed. 
When  the  hernia  is  of  the  large  and  mixed  variety,  various  me- 
chanical appliances  must  be  brought  into  requisition.     Rubber 
air-cushions  and  water-bags  were  recommended  where  bandag- 
ing seemed  undesirable  or  failed  to  give  satisfactory  results.  In 
the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  this  paper,  Dr* 
Hodges  remarked  that  time  and  confinement  to  bed  could  not 
be  over-estimated,  no  matter  wnat  other  adjuvants  might  be 
brought  into  requisition.    In  1352,  attention  was  attracted  in 
London  to  some  cases  of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's,  in  which,  by 
means  of  a  spinal  elastic  bandage,  an  air  bag  was  bound  down 
upon  the  irreducible  tumor,  and  the  whole  apparatus  having 
been  further  reinforced  by  buckled  protruding  tube,  with  the 
gradual  result  of  elongating  the  adhesions,  inverting  the  sac, 
and  accomplishing  a  complete  reduction  of  the  hernia — Boston 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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Fatal  Hemorrhage  from  the  Gums. — A  case  of  hemcrrhagic 
diathesis  in  a  strumous  subject,  which  ended  fatally  from  hem- 
orrhage from  the  gums,  is  recorded  in  the  London  Lancet^  Sept. 
4th,  by  Dr.  Thorowgood.    The  bleeding  from  the  gums  first 
showed  itself  a  few  days  before  admission  to  the  West  London 
Hospital.    The  patient  had  previously  been  subject  to  profuse 
haemoptysis,  and  at  times  hal  found  "large  blue  lumps"  on  the 
chest,  over  the  sternum,  coming  without  any  cause.   The  swelling 
lasted  a  few  days,  and  then  disappeared.    He  had  never  had 
any  hasmatemesis  or  melaena,  nor  any  effusion  into  the  joints 
He  volunteered  the  statement  that  four  of  his  relatives  had 
died  of  the  same  thing,  but  did  not  know  what  relationship 
they  bore  him.    After  entering  the  hospital,  the  bleeding  from 
the  gums  was  checked  for  a  few  hours  by  astringents,  but  it  then 
returned  as  bad  as  ever.    The  blood  came  with  a  pulse-like 
motion  from  the  gums  of  the  )ast  two  upper  molars,  on  the 
right  side;  it  was  watery- looking  and  seemed  to  be  arterial* 
The  teeth  were  all  sound,  white,  and  painless.    On  the  second 
day  after  admission  he  began  to  vomit  black  discolored  blood  at 
frequent  intervals,  and  he  died  of  exhaustion  on  the  following 
day. 


Sudden  Death  of  Typhoid  Fever. — ^The  Lancet  observes :  The 
occurrence  of  sudden  death  in  typhoid  fever,  without  any  hemor- 
rhage or  perforation  to  explain  it,  has  been  variously  accounted 
for.  According  to  Dieulafoy  it  is  always  due  to  syncope,  a  re- 
flex result  of  the  intestinal  lesion.  But  the  accident  has 
been  met  with  after  the  intestinal  ulceration  has  cicatrized,  and 
also  in  typhus,  in  which  there  is  no  ulceration  of  the  intestine. 
Hayem  has  ascribed  it  to  organic  changes  in  the  heart,  degen- 
eration of  the  muscular  fibres,  but  in  some  cases  described  the 
heart  has  been  found  to  be  healthy.  Laveran  attributed  it  to 
cerebral  anaemia,  and  Huchard  to  a  combination  of  this  with  car. 
diac  degeneration.  M.  A.  Marvaud  has  reexamined  in  the  light 
of  some  cases  which  occurred  last  winter  at  Algiers.  In  this 
epidemic,  thoracic  complications  were  especially  frequent. 
Twenty-two  cases  died  out  of  ninety  at  one  hospital,  and  in  ten 
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of  these  the  heart  presented  ante-mortem  clots.  In  four  of 
these  ten  cases  death  was  sadden;  in  three  there  was  slow 
asphyxia  with  collapse,  and  in  one  death  was  preceded  by  free 
intestinal  hemorrhage.  In  the  four  cases  of  sudden  death  this 
occurred  while  the  patients  were  making  an  effort.  M.  Mar- 
vaud  believes  that  the  pulmonary  complications  may  have 
assisted  in  the  production  of  the  intra-cardiac  coagula — first,  by 
the  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  circulation,  and  secondly,  by 
increasing  the  tendency  of  the  blood  to  coag^ulate.  In 
some  cases  death  is  instantaneous,  and  probably  in  these 
the  intra-cardiac  coagula  interfere  with  the  action  of  the 
valves,  or  plug  the  pulmonary  artery.  In  other  cases  death  fol- 
lows asphyxial  symptoms — quick  breathing,  anxiety,  oppression, 
cyanosis,  chilling  of  the  extremeties,  small  pulse,  and  collapse. 


KouMYSS  IN  Diarrhea. — Dr.  A.  M.  Campbell,  in  the  Obstetri- 
cal Journal,  commends  the  use  of  Eoumyss  as  a  diet  in  diarrhea. 
In  using  it,  the  gas  should  first  be  expelled  by  pouring  the  con- 
tents of  a  bottle  from  one  pitcher  to  another.  It  should  be  giv- 
en in  quite  small  doses  at  first. 


Death  of  a  Child  from  Hydrophobia.— Some  three  months 
ago  two  children  of  a  gentleman  living  at  Bearsden,  near  Glas- 
gow, were  attacked  by  a  dog  that  was  evidently  suffering  from 
rabies.  The  eldest  child  was  only  slightly  hurt,  but  the  other, 
a  boy  five  years  old,  had  the  calf  of  one  of  his  legs  severely 
torn.  He  was  confined  to  bed  for  some  weeks;  but  latterly  the 
leg  had  healed  so  satisfactorily  that  he  was  permitted  to  go 
about,  and  appeared  to  be  in  good  health.  Op  Saturday  the 
16th  instant,  however,  the  child  was  seized  with  illness  and 
rapidly  became  worse,  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  showing 
themselves.  Medical  aid  was  of  but  little  avail,  and  the  boy 
died  on  the  evening  of  the  following  day  in  great  agony.  The 
dog  which  inflicted  the  wound  was  eventually  destroyed  in 
Glasgow,  but  not  before  it  had  bitten  other  children. — Brit^ 
Med.  Jour. 


Test    for    Arsenic. — Dr.    Henry   Barnes,  in  an  article  on 
Chronic   Accidental  Poisoning,  Praotioner,  September,  1880, 
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sugi^ests,  for  suspected  wall  papers,  to  put  some  water  of 
ammonia  in  a  white  saucer  and  drop  a  piece  of  the  paper 
in  this.  If  a  salt  of  copper  is  present  the  water  will  be 
tinged  with  blue.  If  now  a  crystal  of  nitrate  of  silver  is 
dropped  in,  and  the  crystal  is  covered  with  a  yellow  coat, 
this  is  due  to  the  presence  of  the  arsenate  of  silver. 
This  simple  test  is,  as  he  says,  not  as  well  known  as  it  should 
be. 


BuRNS.-r-The  following  plan  of  treating  extensive  burns  has 

been  successfully  employed  in  Germany.    First,  the  patient  is 

given  a  warm  water  bath,  the  parts  deprived  of  skin  are  then 

sprayed  with  a  solution  of  thymol  (1 :  100),after  which  they  are 

painted  frequently  with  a  solution  of  thymol  in  linseed  oil 

(1 :  1000),  using  a  very  soft  brush.    Blisters  are  !et  alone  until 

they  become  sero-purulent,  when  they  are  opened  and  treated 

as  described.     Goat  after  coat  is  used,  in  the  painting.    These, 

with  the  secretions  of  the  burned  parts,  finally  drop  off,  and 

leave  smooth,  elastic  scars.    The  results  are  claimed  to  have 

been  very  good. 


Spanking  as  a  Remedy. — We  have  before  alluded  to  the  use 
of  this  procedure  by  Prof.  Taylor  to  prevent  some  accidents 
in  parturition,  and  by  Dr.  Henrot  in  hysteria.  Dr.  Brinton,  of 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  believes  it  on  effective 
remedy  for  several  things.  He  recollects,  as  a  small  boy,  that 
he  took  some  doses  of  it  for  several  diseases,  as  of  slight  klep- 
tomania (toward  apples),  acute  ira,  and  disorders  of  the  organs 
of  speech  (prophania).  In  these  and  similar  disorders  he  recom- 
mends it. 


FuNOi  IN  Syphilis.— At  a  meeting  of  the  N.  Y.  Pathologicil 
Society,  Dr.  Berman,  of  Biltimore,  exhibited  the  lymphatics 
and  blood-vessels  of  a  portion  of  tissue  near  a  chancre  on  the 
prepuce.  Placed  under  the  microscope,  it  presented  a  fungus 
net-work;  and  this  he  considered  to  be  peculiar  to  syphilis. 
Associated  with  this  fungus,  there  were  the  bacteria  described 
by  Klebs,  and  an  infittration  of  small  cells.  Dr.  Keyes  thought 
it  not  yet  proven  that  this  fungus  was  peculiar  to  syphilis. 
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REVISING  THE  PHARMACOPOEIA.— ELIXIRS, 


Our  allopathic  neighbors  held  a  meeting,  last  summer,  of  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  State  Societies  and  the  Colleges, 
to  revise  their  PharmacopoBia.  The  work  has  not  been  com- 
pleted, we  believe ;  yet  directions  have  been  given  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  some  of  these  directions  are  peculiar.  A  disposi- 
tion is  manifested  to  follow  European  methods,  and  use  chemi- 
cal instead  of  pharmaceutical  names,  as  natrium  for  sodium? 
kalium  for  potasssium,  etc.  Were  it  "our  funeral,"  we  would 
pay  more  regard  to  America  and  less  to  France. 

One  notable  point  in  these  instructions,  is  the  direction  to 
omit  dosage.  For  gentlemen  dealing  with  agents  where  a  tenth 
or  a  twentieth  of  a  grain  may  kill,  it  would  seem  to  be  very  im- 
portant that  druggists  should  haVe  the  officinal  doses^  always  be- 
fore them.  To  prescribe  liquids  by  weight  rather  than  by  mea- 
sure, will  scarcely  be  acceptable  to  dispensers ;  and  few  phy- 
sicians are  likely  to  drop  their  old  methods  and  adopt  the  neir 
one. 

Quite  a  sensation  was  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.£* 
R.  Squibb  from  the  committee  of  revision.  Dr.  Squibb  is  prob- 
ably the  most  skilled  and  reliable  pharmacist  in  America.  The 
ground  of  resignation,  as  we  understand  it,  was  the  decision 
(nine  against  eight)  to  place  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  class  of 
preparations  known  as  eltxirs^  and  give  them  the  sanction  of 
the  great  authoritative  pharmaceutical  body  of  America,  Asa 
class,  the  elixirs  are  unreliable,  and  sacrifice  remedial  qualities 
to  nicety  of  taste.  In  too  many  of  them,  the  remedy  is  but  a  thing 
in  name,  while  the  ''elixir"  adjuvants  compose  the  bulk  of  the 
preparation.  It  is  similar  to  disguising  the  fact  of  whisky 
under  the  name  of  schnapps. 

Elixir  manufacturing  has  been  quite  overdone.    It  is  proper 
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to  make  all  preparations  as  elegant  as  possible  ;  but  when  effi- 
oacy  is  sacrificed  to  elegance,  physicians  should  call  a  halt. 
n?he  physician,  responsible  for  managing  a  life  through  an  at- 
t  a,ck  of  disease,  should  not  leave  himself  at  the  mercy  of  some 
manufacturer  who  has  prepared  an  elixir  that  will  yield  him 
t  he  largest  profit.    In  some  instances,  those  elixirs  quite  modi- 
fy the  action  of  the  drug ;  in  others,  they  are  quite  ill  advised 
from  the  large  proportion  of  alcohol  they  contain;  while  some 
of  them  are  almost  inert. 

Had  that  committee  numbered  more  physicians  and  fewer 
pharmacists,  the  outcome  would  have  been  far  more  valuable 
to  science.    The  total  performance  reflects  much  blame  and  lit- 
tle honor  on  the  allopathic  profession  as  a  body.    It  leaves  the 
physicians  pretty  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  apothecaries,  the  lat- 
ter •dictating  too  many  unworthy  compounds  to  the  profession. 
But  this  cannot  be  wondered  at,  when  we  note  the  readiness 
with  which  even  high-toned  allopathic  physicians  have  been 
recommending  and    prescribing  the  nostrums  of  pharmacists 
during  tho  past  few  years.    A  few  bottles  of  "samples"  appear 
sufficient  to  get  the  endorsement  of  too  many  men  who  ought 
to  know  better  and  to  do  better. 


AN  OLD  TIME  LETTER. 


Looking  over  some  time-honored  documents,  we  recently  came 
across  a  letter  from  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  dated  at  Macon,  Qa., 

12th  Nov.,  1856, twenty-four  years  ago  this  month.  We  had 

desired  his  views  in  regard  to  publishing  a  quarterly  profes- 
sional journal;  and  also  if  a  National  Convention  could  be  se- 
cured for  1857.     He  wrote : 

"I  should  be  pleased  to  see  a  quarterly  journal  of  the  size 
you  describe  established  and  well  sustained  by  our  profession ; 
and  I  would  be  willing  to  render  any  aid  in  my  power  to  help 
an  enterprise  of  that  nature.  But  I  feel  fully  satisfied  that  it 
cannot  be  sustained.  From  the  little  experience  I  have  had, 
(and  it  is  the  same  with  all  reformers  who  have  had  anything 
to  do  with  publications),  I  feel  assured  you  will  not  pay  expen- 
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868.  We  find  it  hard  to  make  our  ^^Reformti^^  pay  expenses. 
It  8eem8  to  me  that  whoever  engages  in  an  enterprise  of  that 
character,  will  be  pretty  8nre  to  lose  money  by  the  operation. 
^^I  am  in  favor  of  another  National  Convention  of  the  trwt 
friends  of  Medical  Keform,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  one  by  an- 
ot'.er  year.  It  should  be  a  meeting  of  delegates  chosen  by  the 
State  Societies ;  and  I  think  our  Southern  reformers  will  go  in 
for  it  pretty  generally." 


■o- 
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Prof.  Bartholow,  formerly  of  Cincinnati,  now  of  Jefferson  Medi 
cal  College,  Philadelphia,  has  furnished  the  profession  with  a 
treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  In  matters  of  symptoma- 
tology and  diagnosis,  which  are  the  common  .property  of  the 
profession,  he  is  sufficiently  clear.  In  matters  of  treatment,  he 
is  among  the  more  ultra  of  the  narcotisers.  At  every  point  he  is 
a  vigorous  prescriber  of  such  articles  as  morphia,  aconite,  chlo- 
ral, potassium,  bromine,  and  their  congeners.  In  the  use  of 
these  he  is  very  positive,  even  with  dictatorial  emphasis.  This 
is  one  of  Prof.  Bartholow's  pecularilies,  of  which  he  is  himself 
aware;  for  he  says  in  his  Preface:  '^In  a  work  of  this  kind, 
some  dogmatism,  although  offensive  to  the  highest  taste,  may 
be  pardoned,  in  view  of  the  practical  advantages  of  experienced 
leadership."  Inexperienced  students,  who  readily  give  them- 
selves up  to  blind  admiration  of  a  dogmatic  'deader,''  may  find 
an  excuse  for  laziness  in  following  such  ^^ authority ;"  but  that 
species  of  following  yields  a  large  crop  of  professional  blunders 
at  the  bedside.  One  could  have  wished  from  Prof.  Bartholow 
less  ^^dogmatism"  and  more  ^^thinking;"  for  we  are  sure  that  a 
proper  regard  for  'Hhe  highest  taste"  is  greatly  needed  in  the 
profession  to-day.  Despite  this  personal  peculiarity,  the  volume 
is  a  readable  one ;  and  will  be  of  due  service  to  the  student  and 
to  the  practitioner.  New  York,  D.  Appleton  &  Co.;  Cincinnati, 
Peter  G.  ITiompson.  $6.00. 

Dr.  A.  D.  Ranney^s  excellent  treatise  on  Surgical  Diagnosis 
has  already  reached  a  second  edition, — a  compliment  that  the 
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i^ork  richly  deserves.    Many  volumes  on  Medical  Diagnosis 
have  been  given  to  the  profession,  but  Dr.  Ranney  was  the  first 
to  offer  a  volume  on  Surgical  Diagnosis.    His  tables  of  diagnos- 
tic contrasts  are  well  drawn.    The  new  edition  improves  these 
by  descriptive  text  on  the  etiology  and  symptomatology  of  each 
of  the  more  important  diseases,  which  decidedly  enhances  the 
value  of  the  work.    The  notes  on  dislocations,  fractures,  and 
hemiee,  are  particularly  excellent.    Students  will  find  this  an 
admirable  text  book ;  and  practitioners  who  desire  to  be  accurate 
in  their  profession,  will  not  omit  it  from  their  library.    New 
York,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  27  Great  Jones  street  $3,751 

The  American  Agriculturist  seems  more  rich  and  varied  than 
ever  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  farm,  garden,  orchard,  bam, 
dairy,  and  the  household.  It  is  a  reallly  representative  Amer- 
ican periodical,  suited  to  the  home  wants  of  young  and  old, 
adapted  to  town  and  country,  always  sensible,  and  crowded 
with  illustrations.  New  York.  The  Orange  Judd  Company. 
$1.6u  a  year. 

We  have  each  month  welcomed  to  our  table  the  Druggist's 
Circular  and  always  examined  its  every  page  before  laying  it 
down.  It  is  a  vigorous,  sensible,  practical  journal,  as  well  for 
the  physician  as  for  the  druggist.  New  York,  John  Newton,  36 
Beekman  street.     $1.6u. 

The  Physician's  Diary  issued  by  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New 
York,  has  several  advantages  over  other  works  of  its  kind.  It 
is  the  simplest  possible  way  of  keeping  accurately  one's  medi- 
cal, obstetrical,  cash,  and  other  accounts.  Once  employed,  a 
physician  could  scarcely  be  hired  to  do  without  this  time-sav- 
ing method.  $1.25. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— ^The  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society  is  seeking  to  pro- 
cure a  law,  by  which  a  physician  shall  be  "privileged"  to  de- 
cline giving  to  the  Courts  any  information  he  has  received 
in  his  professional  capacity.  New  York  has  such  a  law,  and  it 
works  well  and  noes  not  seem  to  prevent  the  ends  of  justice. 
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A  California  dealer  buried  two  hundred  lemons  in  the  earth. 
after  the  manner  of  burying  potatoes.  Four  months  afterward, 
they  were  found  as  fresh  and  sound  as  when  buried.  Gould  ap- 
ples, grapes,  and  other  fruit  be  kept  that  way? 

— ^The  New  Jersey  Societies  are  on  the  war  path,  and  are  go 
ing  to  hunt  down  the  "irregular"  practitioners.  They  wantonly 
men  with  diplomas  from  ^^chartered  colleges,''  forgetting  that 
charters  may  be  obtained  and  used  by  diploma-selling  rascak 

— kxi  English  family  was  recently  poisoned  by  eating  corned 
beef  put  up  in  the  ordinary  tinned  cans.  Another  family  was 
poisoned  by  sardines  put  up  in  the  same  way.  It  is  a  question 
as  whether  the  poisoning  was  due  to  the  tin,  the  solder,  the 
meat,  or  the  fish.  Probably  a  can  had  ^'spoiled,"  as  canned 
fruits  will  occasionally  spoil. 

TWENTY  ONE  NUMBERS  OF  SCRIBNER'S  FOR  $  5. 

The  nchly  illustrated  November  number  of  Scribner^s  Monthly^  ap. 
pears  in  a  new  cover,  and  begins  the  twenty-first  volume.  The  in 
creasing  popularity  of  the  magazine  is  strongly  evidenced  by  recent 
sales.  A  year  ago  the  monthly  circulation  was  about  90,000  cop 
during  the  past  nine  months  it  has  averaged  115,000,  while  the  first 
edition  of  the  November  issue  is  125,000  The  first  Part  of  the  famous 
**Life  of  Peter  the  Great,"  was  finished  in  October.  With  November 
begins  Part  II.,  "Peter  the  Great  as  Ruler  and  Reformer."  To  enable 
readers  to  secure  Part  I.  the  publishers  make  the  following  special  offers 
to  new  subscribers  after  October  20th,  who  begin  with  the  November 
number. 

(i.)  New  subscribers  may  obtain,  for  $5.00,  Scribner^s  Monthly  for 
the  coming  year,  and  the  previous  nine  numbers,  February  to  October, 
1880,  which  include  Part  I.  of  **Peter  the  Great,"  Mrs.  Burnett's 
'*Lousiana,"  etc.  In  accepting  this  offer,  twenty-one  numbers  will  be 
had  for  $5.00. 

(2.)  They  may  obtain   the   previous  twelve   numbers  of  Scridnet^s, 
elegantly  bound  in  cloth  containing  Part  I.  of  Peter  the  great,  all  of 
Cable's  novel,  *The  Grandissimes,"  with  year's  subscription,  for  5>7.so 
(Regular  price,  $10.00.) 

All  book-sellers  will  take  subscriptions  and  supply  the  numbers  and 
volumes  without  extra  charge;  or  the  publishers,  Scribner  &  Co.,  743 
Broadway,  New  York,  may  be  addressed  direct.  The  regular  price  of 
Scribner' s  is  $4.00  a  year,  35  cents  a  number. 
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CASE    OF   ERYSIPELAS. 

G.  W.  WALTERS,  M.  D. 


On  the  23(i  of  January,  Mr.  E.  was  brought  to  my  house  to 
have  his  foot  dressed,  which  had  just  been  cut  with  a  circular 
saw. 

On  unwrapping  the  foot,  (which  had  hastil  been  covered  with 
some  pieces  of  quilt  and  a  portion  of  flour  sack,)  I  found  that 
the  great  toe  had  been  nearly  severed,  the  saw  passing  di- 
rectly through  the  metarso-phalangeal  joint,  from  abpve 
downward.  In  stooping  to  raise  a  slab,  he  lifted  his  foot  over 
the  saw,  touching  its  upper  edge.  The  saw  was  a  large  circular 
one  about  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch 
thick. 

There  was  not  much  hemorrhage  ;  and  after  placing  a  piece 
of  shingle  beneath  the  sole  to  sustain  the  toe  and  wrapping  the 
foot,  I  sent  him  home  in  a  wagon.  Several  hours  later  I  re- 
dressed the  foot;  and  finding  that  all  the  structures  of  the  joint 
had  been  severed,  leaving  only  a  portion  of  the  ball  of  the  toe, 
I  told  him  and  his  mother,  who  was  present,  that  it  would  not 
be  likely  to  unite,  and  that  it  had  better  be  taken  off.  They 
begged  me  to  do  what  I  could  do  for  a  few  days  at  least,  as  they 
dreaded  to  have  it  removed.  Yielding  to  their  request,  I  or- 
dered a  lotion  of  tinct,  myrrha  comp.,  diluted  ;  and  left  him. 

I  shall  state  here  that  my  patieht  was  a  young  man,  about  21 
years  old,  very  tall  and  very  spare,  with  strongly  marked  nervo- 
bilious  temperament.  He  had  always  been  delicate,  had  recent- 
ly grown  very  rapidly,  and  was  very  boyish  in  his  looks  and 
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manners.  The  wound  did  very  well  for  several  days,  granal. 
tion  starting,  a  good  quality  of  pus  being  formed  and  the  degm 
of  inflammation  about  what  might  be  expected  from  a  woun> 
of  that  character. 

About  this  time  I  noticed  several  dark,  leaden-colored  scars 
on  the  \eg^  near  the  tibia,  about  six  inches  above  the  ankle. 
Upon  examining  the  other  leg,  I  found  some  more  of  the  eaiLV' 
character,  only  larger.  I  found  upon  enquiry  that  some  thret^ 
years  before,  he  had  been  badly  poisoned  about  the  feet  and 
legs  by  rhus  toxicodendron  while  in  the  woods.  Both  legs  wertj 
at  that  time  badly  swollen,  several  ulcers  formed  on  each,  and 
these  scars  were  the  remains  of  those  sores.  He  had  no  medi- 
cal treatment  for  the  poison ;  had  only  got  a  wash  from  the  dru^ 
store,  and  had  taken  no  medicine  internally  at  all. 

I  now  became  alarmed  about  the  foot,  for  it  was  evident  thar 
the  poison  still  remained  in  his  system,  and  we  would  soon  have 
trouble  on  hand.  Within  a  day  or  two  I  spoke  to  Prof.  Tait 
about  taking  off  the  toe ;  but  just  at  this  time  erysipelas  began 
to  show  itself,  starting  from  the  old  scars  on  the  leg  and  spread, 
ing  slowly  toward  the  ankle  and  up  the  limb.  Of  course  the 
operation  had  to  be  delayed ;  and  it  was  decided  to  operate  as 
soon  as  the  erysipelas  could  be  controlled.  We  used  as  fol- 
lows: 

]^     Fl.  Ext.  Verbascum,  5  vi 

Tr.  Lobelia  S  ss 

Fr.  Baptista 

Fl.  Ext.  Hydrastis  eta  3  iij 

M.  Sig :  Wash,  apply  every  three  hours. 
Gave  an  infusion  of  asclepias    one  part,  zingiber  one-balf 

part  caulophyllum  and  xanthoxyllum  each  one-fourth  part; 
made  moderately  strong  and  a  tablespoonful  give  every  hour* 
A  capsule  containing  two  grains  leptandrin,  one  grain  apocj- 
nin,  and  half  a  grain  each  capsicum  and  hydiastia  phosphate, 
was  given  at  bed  time,  often  enough  to  keeep  the  bowels  solu- 
ble. 

Under  the  treatment  the  erysipelas  subsided  in  a  few  days,  the 
pulse  became  softer  and  fuller  and  particularly  the  skin  lost  its 
dry  scurfy  condition,  and  became  moistened  and  pliable,  Whil 
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we  were  congratulating  ourselves,  however,  a  sudden  change 

eame  over  our  patient.     He  had  quite  a  chill;  this  was  followed 

by  erratic  chills  and  flashes  of  heat ;  the  skin  became  yellow 

and  dry,  the  pulse  small  and  frequent,  tongue  began  to  show 

a  brownish  yellow  coat,  and  the  suppuration  from  the  wound 

became  less  in  amount  and  thinner.    The  erysipelas  rapidly 

spread  again  ;  the  leg  swelled  very  much,  became  dropsical,  and 

in  about  three  days  a  large  abcess  burst,  near  the  middle  of  the 

tibia  an. I  close  to  the  bone  on  the  outerside.    The  discharge 

was  a  thin  dark-brown  serum,  tinged  withjvenous  blood. 

We  had  now  pyaemia  to  contend  with,  as  well  as  the  ery- 
sipelas and  the  drain  of  the  abcess  and  wound.    Truly  our  pa- 
tient's life  was  in  great  danger.     We  now  syringed  the  abcessj 
(which  extended  about  three  inches  above  and  below  the  open- 
ing,   having  burrowed  among  the  long  muscles)  with  dilute 
comp.  tincture  myrrh,  as  strong  as  could  be  borne ;  indeed  it 
burned  pretty  sharply  for  some  ten  minutes  after  injection.  We 
added  the  same  to  the  wash  for  the  erysipelas,  and  I  had  the 
parts  washed  with  soapsuds,  wet  with  dilute  vinegar,  before 
each  application.    We  used  the  new  formula  of  composition  in 
■place  of  the  infusion,  and  gave  three  grains  of  powdered  myrrh 
with  one-half  grain  hydrastia  phosphate  every  four  hours.  Gave 
a  teaspoonful  of  fl.  ext.  juniper  four  times  a  day  until  the  kid- 
neys, which  had  partaken  of  the  general  sluggishness,  were  re- 
lieved, when  it  was  discontinued. 

Under  this  stimulating  and  tonic  course  he  gradually  im- 
proved, until  in  about  a  week  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  to 
warrant  the  operation.  The  abcess  was  not  entirely  healed, 
but  the  erysipelas  was  nearly  gone,  and  Prof.  Tait  thought  best 
not  to  wait  any  louger.  So  on  Saturday,  assisted  by  Profs. 
Wright,  Carey  and  myself,  Prof.  Tait  operated  with  an  incision 
starting  at  the  instep,  passing  around  and  on  the  under  side  of 
the  great  toe  so  as  to  expose  the  metatarsal  bone.  That  bone 
was  severed  about  its  middle  in  a  forward  and  outward  direc- 
tion, so  as  to  have  a  surface  corresponding  with  the  shape  of  tlie 
foot  after  being  dressed.  The  wound  was  closed  with  five 
sutures  and  well  sustained  by  adhesive  strips.  He  rallied  very 
well  from  the  operation,  part  of  the  wound  healed  by  first  in- 
teation  (about    three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the  farthest  ex- 
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tremity  doing  so),  and  the  rest  by  suppuration.  Prof.  Tait  went 
home  a  few  days  after  the  operation,  feeling  that  all  woule  fe 
well. 

Before  the  end  of  the  week,  however,  the  erysipelas  showei 
itself  again  for  the  third  time,  spreading  over  the  entire  foot 
and  leg,  numerous  vesicles  forming  in  succession  and  discharg- 
ing a  yellow  fluid,  leaving  small  sore  spots,  which  the  wash 
smarted  a  good  deal.  The  treatment  was  substantially  the 
same  as  before,  and  in  about  four  or  five  days  it  again  snbside«i. 
leaving  the  skin  very  much  wrinkled  and  desquamating.  As 
the  wounded  limb  got  better,  the  other  leg  became  involved; 
nnd  though  not  suffering  so  deeply,  became  very  much  swollen 
and  dropsical'  the  skin  bursting  in  two  places,  and  the  exysipe. 
las  s])reading  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  all  around 
the  limb. 

Prof.  Cook  saw  the  case  with  me  about  this  time.     And  at  bi^ 
suggestion  we  put  him  in  a  syrup  composed  of  rnmex  and  frai- 
inus  each  two  parts,  menispermum  one  part,  baptisia,  hydras- 
tis  and  xanthoxylum  each  one-half  part,   capsicum  one-tweD- 
tieth  part.    The  syrup  was  made  quite  strong  and  large  table- 
spoonful  was  given  four  times  a  day.    The  rest  of  tfle  treatment 
was  about  as  before.    The  wound  healed  a  uninterruptedly,  the 
sutures  coming  out  in  about  a  week.    I  used  rubber  adhesive 
plaster  to  retain  the  wound  in  apposition ;  passing  the  strips 
quite  around  the  foot.    The  p  )wders  were  discontinued  as  the 
pyosmic  symptoms  disappeared.    It  was  necessary  to  use  he- 
patics  freely,  and  two  or  three  times  I  aided  them  by  a  powder 
of  pulv.  jalapae,  comp.  with  cream  of  tartar  given  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

The  action  of  the  myrrh  and  hydrastia  phosphate  was  remark- 
ably fine,  producing  its  antiseptic  effect  upon  the  blood  as  evi- 
dently as  when  applied  outwardly.  Our  patient  made  a  com- 
plete, though  tardy  recovery,  and  is  now  in  excellent  health. 
There  is  not  much  disfigurement  of  the  foot,  though  he  misses 
the  support  of  the  ball  of  the  great  toe  in  walking,  and  tires 
more  easily  than  formerly.  I  sent  him  to  the  country  as  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  walk  about.  He  had  everything  in  his  favor 
in  the  way  of  good  nursing,  the  best  ot  food,  and  thorough 
cleanliness.  Covington^  Ky, 
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AN  INJURED  SPINE. 

PROF.  W.  F.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


Some  time  in  October  1879,  Joseph  W.  Cousins,  aged  about 
eight  years,  was,  for  a  slight  misdemeanor,  caught  by  a  young 
man  and  kicked  with  the  toe  of  a  boot,  the  blow  falling  upon 
posterior  surface  of  the  sacrum  opposite  the  sacro-iliac  articula- 
tion.   The  boy  lived  then,  and  does  now,  with  his  uncle,  Wm. 
Cousins,  in  this  city.     Before  receiving  this  kick  he  was  an  ac- 
tive, healthful,  ruddy  boy ;  full  of  play  and  fun  ;  a  bright  intel- 
lect; a  rather  kindly  disposition;  and  had  suffered  but  little 
from  sickness  of  any  kind ;  therefore  his  health  was  good  when 
hurt. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  he  was  kicked,  the 
boy  looked  pale ;  complained  of  pain  at  the  of  injury,  ate  site 
little  ;  was  restless  and  evidently — from  the  description  given 
by  his  folks — not  very  well  able  to  move  about  with  his  accus- 
tomed ease.     Either  that  same  evening  or  the  next  morning, 
1  can  not  recall  which.  Dr.  V.,  homeopathist,  was  called  in  to 
see  him;  and  upon  examination,  without  at  first  being  told  of 
the  kick,  announced  that  he  had  suffered  some  internal  injury. 
Within  a  day  or  two  the  patient  was  in  more  pain  in  the  injured 
region  ;  there  were  two  discolored  spots  there,  his  gait  was  very 
unsteady,  his  ability  to  walk  about  the  house  materially  les- 
sened ;  was  still  paler,  formication  was  marked,  a  little   hyper- 
^esthesia  was  observable  in  the  region  of  the  part  of  the  spine 
that  had  been  injured. 

He  had  eaten  but  little,  had  rested  poorly  at  night,  was  grow- 
ing more  unsteady  in  his  gait,  and  frequently  expressed  himself 
fearful  that  he  would  fall,  if  he  attempted  locomotion  without 
something  or  some  one  to  aid  him  in  such  movements.  He 
now  made  constant  complaints  as  to  the  presence  of  one  or 
more  of  the  above  mentioned  symptoms.  He  had  an  increas- 
ing  fear  of  falling  when  he  attempted  locomotion.  He  soon 
lost  that  vivacity  of  manner  that  had  been  characteristic  of  him. 
Many  of  our  physicians  saw  the  boy  with  Dr.  V.,  but  only  for  a 
time  or  two,  as  Dr.  V.  continued  to  attend.  The  treatment  was 
never  pushed  very  hard ;  and  as  it  was  on  the  homeopathic  plan. 
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the  interference  with  the  usual  developement  in  the  case  was 
but  slight 

About  February  1st,  1880, 1  was  called  to  see  the  case,  with 
Dr.  y.,  as  others  had  been.  Some  important  developments  had 
occurred  by  this  time,  so  that  I  found  substantially  the  follow 
ing  train  of  symptoms :  Hyperaestheia,  well  marked,  of  the  skin 
along  the  spine  above  the  point  of  injury,  and  still  more  decided 
over  the  scalp.  The  spipal  erethism  was  very  great  along  the 
dorsal  and  lumbar  regions ;  from  this  came  absolutely  terrible 
convulsions  of  the  muscles  in  these  regions  of  the  back,  so  that 
a  prolonged  paroxysm  would  develope  and  continue  for  six  to 
eighteen  hours  as  follows — actual  convulsions  repeating  them- 
selves every  5,10,  or  15  minutes,  and  lasting  20  to  30  seconds 
for  each  one,  in  which  the  boy  usually  lay  on  his  back ;  and 
the  abdomen,  at  each  convulsion,  would  be  protruded  upwards 
with  great  violence,  at  least  one  for  each  second  of  time. 

Pressure  over  the  abdomen  when  the  convulsions  were  ab- 
sent, or  along  the  spine,  would  cause  their  return ;  so  would 
loud  noises  or  any  great  excitement.  Insomnolence  was  pres- 
ent ;  but  moderate  appetite ;  paleness  and  stiffines  were  observ- 
able over  the  entire  surface.  The  boy  had  not  walked  for  a 
long  time  before  these  convulsions  came  on.  The  paroxysms 
left  him  prostrate  and  bathed  in  a  clammy  sweat.  They  kept  up 
for  about  two  months  with  alternating  with  regularity.  They 
were  likely  to  come  on  when  he  turned  on  his  side  in  the  bed. 
Most  all  the  first- mentioned  symptoms  were  yet  continued, 
along  with  these  more  recently  developed  ones. 

There  were  some  changes  in  the  circulation,  which,  with  the 
evident  pressure  effects,  rendered  subacute  meningitis  more 
than  a  possible  conclusion  in  the  case,  and  that  thickening  of 
the  meninges  had  taken  place.  That  concussion  of  the  cord  had 
been  suffered  at  the  outset,  could  not  be  doubted.  The  diffi- 
culty had  made  progression  from  the  point  of  injury  upwards ; 
but  subsequent  developments  tended  to  show  that  this  progres- 
sion was  not  unlike  sea-waves,  that  advanced  in  all  directions, 
but  particularly  upwards ;  and  then  receded  again,  so  that  the 
injured  locality,  with  a  moderate  permanent  extensive  upward, 
and  downwards,  remained  as  the  seat  of  the  ailment  I  saw 
the  case  some  two  or  three  times  within  about  three  months ; 
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aud  while  these  convulsions  had  materially  abated,  only  occur- 
ring at  times,  he  could  not  walk,  nor  allow  his  weight  to  depend 
on  his  feet  and  lower  limbs,  without  strong  convulsive  develop- 
ments. 

My  diagnosis  was :  Spinal  concussion  followed  by  subacute 
meningitis  of  some  months  duration ;  and  that  deposits  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  cause  pressure  upon  the  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves 
leading  to  both  sensory  and  motor  excitement  that  was  a  prom- 
ent  feature  of  the  case,  had  undoubtedly  occurred.  It  was  not 
overlooked  that  the  real  spinal  hypersesthesia  was  a  most  coil« 
elusive  factor  in  producing  these  convulsions ;  but  the  continual 
locomotor  disablement,  even  after  the  convulsions  had  subsided 
in  large  measure,  showed  clearly  that  deposits  must  be  present 
in  the  case. 

The  prognosis  was  guarded,  but  in  the  main  unfavorable  as  to 
regaining  the  use  of  his  limbs  and  the  restoration  of  the  spine 
to  a  natural  condition ;  while  the  majority  of  the  symptoms  did 
not  favor  such  a  status  of  the  case,  either  present  or  prospective 
as  that  the  boy  would  die,  it  might  be,  for  years  yet,  the  short : 
The  larger  probabilities  in  the  matter  favored  the  possibility  of 
a  somewhat  prolonged  condition  such  as  this  present  but  a  sad- 
ly disabled  existence.  At  the  present  time  (Dec.  1880,)  there 
are  some  more  hopeful  features  for  the  suffering  boy.  He  can 
accomplish  a  little  in  drawing  of  one  leg  before  another  when 
supported,  and  the  feet  placed  on  the  floor.  His  meningitis 
seems  to  have  mostly  gone ;  the  spinal  erethism  is  not  so  great ; 
and  there  seem  no  well-marked  evidences  of  either  softening  of 
the  cord,  or  paralysis. 

Such  is  a  medical  history  of  the  case;  and  here  we  might 
close  it  for  an  almost  indefinite  period,  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  the  patient  was  injured  by  a  citizen  who  is  no  relation  to 
him ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  a  suit  for  damages 
was  instituted  against  him  who  had  appointed  himself  a  pun- 
isher  of  the  little  fellow^  as  soon  as  the  disease  had  assumed 
proper  shape  and  developed  permanent  characteristics.  And 
of  the  nature  of  thi  defense  made,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  testi- 
mony relied  upon  to  sustain  said  defense,  it  now  becomes  neces- 
ary  to  speak. 

The  boy  is  probably  disabled  for  a  lifetime,  destined  to  be 
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quite  a  sufferer  during  a  part  of  that  time,  and  a  hopeless  bar- 
den  upon  his  relatives.    The  consequence  was,  that   said   rela 
tives  felt  like  making  this  gentleman  help  support  the  boy  wlio 
is  not  likely  to  be  able  to  support  himself,  in  consequence  of 
the  single,  effectual  kick  that  had  accomplished  so  much    mis- 
chief.    But  the  defendant  had  no  wish  thus  to  be  made  to  pay 
his  follies  in  yielding  to  anger  and  laying  chastising  hands  on 
the  boy.     Hence,  as  he  could  not  deny  administrating  the  pun- 
ishment, for  several   parties  saw  it  done ;  he  set  up  the   very 
queer  answer  that  the  boy  was  feigning  the  whole  of  this  class 
of  symptoms  in  order  to  get  damages,  and  was  doing  this  under 
instructions.     As  a  matter  of  course,  this  was  an  answer  to  ex- 
cite high  feeling,  was  mainly  to  be  proved  by  medical  testimony, 
and  would  command  great  attention  of  all  parties,  both  before 
and  during  the  trial  on  its  merits.     Charges  and  counter  charges 
were  sure  to  be  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  medical  men  were  ap- 
pealed to  on  both  sides  to  verify  or  controvert  these ;  so  that  it 
would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  the  latter  did  not  become  eagerly 
interested  ^ro  and  con  about  the  patient. 

The  defense  must  needs  have  a  commissi -^n  of  doctors  to  ex- 
amine the  case,  who  should  be  independent  of  the  one  who  had 
charge  of  the  boy  constantly ;  and  the  boy's  family  would  not 
permit  that  until  the  case  was  fairly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court;  and  the  Judge,  I  take  it  upon  the  suggestion  of  the 
attorney's,  appointed  a  board  of  three  medical  gentleman  all 
allopathists, — Drs.  M.,  C.  and  H.  Dr.  C.  at  least,  of  this  board, 
had  seen  the  boy  once  before  in  consultation  with  his  medical 
attendent,  and  hnd  given  an  opinion  in  the  case  similar  to  that 
expressed  above. 

The  defense  must  needs  set  up  the  plea  that  the  patient  only 
eight  years,  and  a  little  more,  of  age — was  being  successfully 
instructed  to  feign  a  most  serious  spinal  malady  for  the  sake 
of  good  heavy  damages;  but  several  medical  gentlemen,  all 
of  them  as  it  turned  out  fathers  of  families,  must  be  found  that 
were  willing  to  swear  that  this  not  only  could  be,  but  was  ac- 
tually done  by  this  boy.  The  issue  was  joined  after  this  medi- 
cal commission  had  done  its  work ;  and  the  case  was  called  for 
trial  in  June  1880,  I  think  it  was  ;  Judge  A.  A.  Smith  presiding, 
with  a  good  assay  of  legal  talent  on  both  sides. 
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After  testimoi^  showing  conclusively  that  the  defendant  had 
done  the  kicking ;  also  that  by  the  boy's  uncle,   showing  his 
condition,  etc.,  since  that  injury;  Dr.  V.,  attending  physician, 
w^as  called.    The  doctor  gave  a  careful  account  of  the  symptoms 
and  conditions  of  the  boy  from  the  time  of  injury  until  the  trial ; 
and  it  was  quite  similar  to  that  given  above,  the  diagnosis  be- 
ing the  same,  except  as  to  the  subacute  meningitis,  which  Dr. 
V.  did  not  think  present  at  any  time  in  the  case.    Then  foUowe 
Drs.  0 — r  and  0 — e  in  much  the  same  strain ;  then  Dr.  W.  testi 
fied  that  this  was  paraplegia  from  injury  to  the  spine,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  kick ;  Dr.  T.  believed  it  spinal  concussion  and 
subsequent  meningitis,  subacute,  and  that  the  pressure  eflfects 
gave  us  many  of  the  phenomena  now  seen. 

These  five  gentlemen,  3  homeopathists,  one  regular,  and  one 
physio-msdicalist  were  all  clear  in  the  conviction  that  was  here 
serious  spinal  injury;  that  death  may  not  occur  now,  nor  for  years 
to  come;  but  that  this  boy  must  remain  both  a  sufferer,  and  a 
burden  upon  the  shoulders  of  his  family.  Not  only  so,  but  it  is 
proper  to  state  here  that  these  five  medical  gentlemen  had  seen 
the  case  more  frequently  than  any  others,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions; and  that  Drs.  V.  and  C — r  had,  between  them,  been 
the  attendants  on  the  patient  since  his  injury. 

A  temporary  resting  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution  was  here 
effected ;  and  the  medical  commission,  one  number  after  an- 
other, was  put  upon  the  witness-stand.  Dr.  Mc.  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  this  boy  was  and  is  feigning;  there  is  no  real 
spinal  injury  here  at  all;  that,  in  his  judgment,  this  boy  might 
go  about  as  usual ;  and  that  the  kick  had  left  no  serious  re- 
sults b3hind.  On  cross-examination  he  admitted  that  he  had 
been  prejudiced  against  the  case  before  seeing  it,  because  Dr. 
J.,  allopathist,  had  boldly  proclaimed  the  boy  as  feigning  ;  and 
further  that  a  previously  proposed  commission  had  been  reject- 
ed. On  further  cross-examination.  Dr.  Mc.  having  brought  in 
cases  from  the  books  illustrative  of  his  view  of  this  case — he 
was  compelled  to  confess  that  these  cases  were  not  similar; 
and  that  if  the  apparent  symptoms,  as  was  his  ideas,  were  reah 
they  would  clearly  indicate  spinal  disease  of  an  unpromising 
nature,  Then  Dr.  0.  of  this  commission  \ia8  of  opinion  that 
the  boy  was  feigning.    It  was  his  deliberate  opinion  that  what 
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others  called  convulsions  were  no  such  thing,  but  the  doctor  did 
not  make  it  so  clear  what  he  considered  them  to  be  other  than 
that  he  regarded  them  as  put  on.  His  opinion  was  not  ma- 
terially different  from  that  of  Dr.  Mc. 

But,  on  cross-examination,  he,  Dr.  0.,  was  made  to  confess 
that  he  had  seen  the  case  with  Dr.  Y.  before  any  commission 
was  appointed,  and  that  then  his  opinion  was  clear,  that  the 
boy  had  a  seriously  injured  spine,  and  that  his  chances  of  re- 
covery were  not  good.    On  inquiry  as  to  why  he  had  changed 
his  opinion  it  was  found  that  he  considered  his  first  examination 
"cursory"  and  insufficient  to  found  an  intelligent  judgment  up- 
on, though  why  he  failed  to  make  that  examination  thorough 
was  net  very  clear ;  but,  upon  comparison  of  what  was  done  at 
each  examination  in  the  matter  of  thoroughness,  it  seemed  to 
most  onlookers  that  the  doctor^s  first  was,  indeed,  fully  more 
complete  than  what  was  done  at  his  examination  as  a  member 
of  the  commission.    He  saw  what  others  did,  but  was  of  opinion 
that  there  was  nothing  material  in  these  symptoms ;  and  that  a 
little  treatment  would  put  the  boy  on  his  feet  again.    He  was 
especially  sure  that  no  malingerer  conld  impose  on  him ;  he  was 
not  imposed  on  in  this  case,  etc. 

Then  followed  Dr.  H.  of  the  commission,  Dr.  J.,  Dr.  B,  and 
others  in  much  the  same  strain.  That  which  sliowed  indications 
of  a  fight  between  the  schools  of  medical  practice  at  the  outset 
of  the  medical  testimony  in  the  case,  was  soon  broken  in  its 
line  by  the  fact  that  several  distinguished  allopathists  took 
strong  ground  in  favor  of  the  boy  being  seriously  injured- 
Some  laughable  occurrences  took  place :  A  section  of  the  seg- 
ment of  the  spinal  cord  was  drawn  for  use  on  the  trial,  one  of 
the  attorneys  for  defense  claiming  to  have  been  the  artist,  while 
one  of  the  members  of  this  medical  commission  also  claimed  it 
as  his  work ;  in  drawing  and  marking  it  and  explaining  it  to  the 
court  and  jury,  the  posterior  part  and  roots  of  its  nerves  were 
called  the  anterior,  and  the  anterior  were  called  the  posterior. 
The  cigars  were  bet  and  lost  on  that  point,  much  to  the  confu- 
sion of  the  draughtsman. 

A  verdict  of  $12,000  was  given  by  the  jury,  after  some  foren. 

sic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  attorneys.     But  as  the  jury  had 

V  the   boy   during  the  trial,  the    feigning   theory    had 
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but  little  influence  with  them.    The  amount  of  the  verdict  was 
finally  lowered  to  $10,000.    The  boy  is  about  as  already  de- 
scribed at  this  time;  but  the  promise  is  anything  but  a  flattering 
one  for  the  little  fellow. 
Oaleshurg. 


WEAK  EYES. 


Dr.  Henry  S.  Schell  contributes  to  the  Medical  Surgical  Re- 
porter^ a  comprehensible  and  practical  dissertation  upon  this 
subject.    He  uses  the  term  weak  eyes  to  denote  such  eyes  as 
cannot  be  used  without  pain  or  discomfort,  but  in  which  there 
is  no  obvious  sign  of  failure  of  vision.     He  divides  the  cases  in- 
to two  classes.    The  first  are  those  arising  from  causes  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  eye  itself  or  with  its  appendages ; 
and  the  second  arising  from  sympathy  with  other  parts  of  the 
body.    This  first  division  may  again  profitably  be  divided  into 
three  main  varisties  in  relation  to  causation,  viz.:  into  those 
arising — ^Ist.  From  anomalies  of  refraction.    2d.  From  failure 
of  the  mechanism  of  accommodation ;  and  3d.  From  inflamma- 
tory conditions.    Those  of  the  second  class  are  divisible  into 
two  varities ;  the  first  of  which  is  manifested  by  a  partial  or 
complete  paralysis  of  the  neves  of  accommodation,  and  the  sec- 
ond by  paresis  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  of  the  interior  of  the 
eye.    These  varieties,  he  thinks,  mey,  even  without  the  aid  of 
ophthalmoscope,  be  distinguished  from  one  another. 

The  anomalies  of  refraction,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of 
myopia,  are  mostly  congenital.  They  make  their  appearance  in 
early  childhood,  with  the  first  attempt  to  learn  letters  or  to  use 
the  eyes  upon  some  close  work ;  or  they  may  lie  dormant  and 
only  declare  their  presence  at  the  age  of  fifty  or  even  sixty 
years,  when  increasing  hardness  of  the  crystalline  lens  renders 
futile  the  eflbrts  of  the  ciliary  muscle  to  neutralize  an  abnormal 
curvature  in  the  cornea.  In  asthenopia  of  this  sort,  the  patient 
gives  the  following  history  of  his  troubles :  He  says,  in  com- 
mencing to  read,  he  at  first  sees  the  letters  distinctly,  but  they 
sooner  or  later  become  blurred  and  run  together.    If  he  closes 
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his  eyes  for  a  few  minutes  and  tries  again,  the  same  experience 
is  repeated.  If  he  then  strains  hard  to  see,  he  perhaps  succeeds 
but  it  is  at  the  expense  of  sensations  of  pressure  and  fullness 
in  the  eyes,  and  the  tension  in  the  forehead,  A  continoence 
of  the  effort  brings  on  pain  in  and  around  the  eyes,  headache, 
giddiness,  and  even  nausea  and  vomiting,  together  with  a  sen- 
sation of  dazzling,  some  lachrymation  and  injection  of  the  con- 
junctiva. This  state  of  affairs  may  have  existed  for  some  time, 
and  the  symptoms  may  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  before 
the  patient  applies  for  relief,  and  then  we  may  find  him  with 
contracted  pupil,  chronic  hyperaemia  of  the  tarsal  conjunctiva, 
and  hypersecretion  of  mucus,  simulating  a  catarrh.  At  this 
stage  of  the  affection,  the  patient  is  much  troubled  with  intoler- 
ance of  light,  and  especially  the  glare  of  gas  or  other  artificial 
means  of  illumination.  Styes  are  apt  to  make  their  appearance 
along  the  tarsal  borders,  and  Meibomian  cysts  form  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lids. 

The  only  permanent  relief  in  all  these  anomalies  of  refraction 
is  to  be  gained  by  the  careful  adaptation  of  proper  glasses,  and 
by  the  gradual  increase  of  exercise  of  the  eye  before  using  them 
for  continuoi  s  work.  Not  infrequently  people  beyond  the  age 
of  sixty  apply  for  relief  from  asthenopic  symptoms.  For  years 
these  patients  have  worn  glasses,  requiring  stronger  and  strong- 
er ones  until  the  internal  recti  muscles  soon  falter  under  the 
fatigue  of  forced  convergence,  and  the  sight  becomes  blurred 
again.  Such  cases  will  usually  be  found  to  require  a  combin- 
ation of  cylindrical  lenses,  with  a  spherical  one  of  much  less 
power  than  that  of  the  one  they  have  been  accustomed  to  wear. 
The  second  variety  of  weakness  from  intra-ocular  causes  blends 
at  its  edges  insensibly  with  the  first.  For,  through  the  failure 
of  accommodation,  through  senile  hardening  of  the  lens,  it  first 
shows  itself  in  the  normal  eye  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of 
age ;  yet  the  same  indurating  process  really  commences  very 
early  in  life,  and  goes  on,  increasing  gradually  throughout;  so 
that,  if  there  is  any  complication  of  hyperraetropia  or  astigma- 
tism, the  effects  may  appear  much  earlier.  The  attempt  to 
evade  the  use  of  glasses  in  these  cases,  generally  produces  pre- 
cisely the  same  set  of  symptoms  as  those  previously  described* 

In  most  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  eye,  which  constitute 
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the  third  variety  of  this  class,  there  is  usually  a  frank  exposure 
of  their  presence  by  reason  of  the  injection  of  the  ocular  con- 
junctiva, which  accompanies  them.  But  occasionally  this  symp- 
tom is  absent,  and  the  most  obvious  condition  appears  to  be 
that  of  weak  sight.  There  is  generally  considerable  intolerance 
of  light,  and  the  bad  feelings  and  asthenopia  do  not  disappear 
after  prolonged  rest.  Indeed,  the  eyes  often  feel  worse  in  the 
morning  on  waking  than  they  did  the  night  before.  Inflamma- 
tion often  lurks  undetected  in  the  conjunctiva  of  the  upper  lid  • 
there  is  an  increased  secretion  of  mucus,  which  glues  the  eye- 
lids together  in-  the  morning. 

The  writer  pertinently  remarks  that  the  practice  of  a  specialty 
should  be  an  attribute  of  ripe  experience,  not  of  the  beginning 
of  real  study.  The  eye  is  not  a  separate  entity  which  can  be 
detached  from  the  body  and  live,  but  an  inseparable  part  of 
the  whole  individual ;  and  if  we  have  a  sick  eye  to  treat,  we 
want  to  know  not  only  what  is  the  matter  with  it,  but  every- 
thing that  bears  adversely  upon  the  health  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  belongs. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  division  of 
our  subject,  viz.:  Those  cases  in  which  the  weakness  of  the  eyes 
arises  from  sympathy  with  other  parts  of  the  body.    In  the  first 
variety  of  this  division,  those  filaments  of  the  third  nerve  which 
contfol  the  mechanism  of  accommodation  are  more  or  less  com- 
pletely  paralyzed.    The  eye  readily  becomes  fatigued  when 
used ;  in  reading,  the  letters   presently  run  together,  and  are 
illegible  ;  all  objects  look  smaller  than  natural,  and  a  continu- 
ance of  the  effort  to  use  the  eyes  brings  on  most  of  the  series 
of  asthenopic  symptoms   already   related.    When  the  eye  is 
closely  examined,  it  wiU  be  found  that  the  pupil  is  somewhat 
dilated,  and  thai  it  does  not  contract  under  efforts  at  near 
vision,  and,  in  some  cases,  not  even  under  the  influence  of  light. 
In  addition,  the  iris  is  more  tremulous  after  or  during  quick 
movements  of  the  eye.    This  condition  occs^sionally  arises  from 
caries  of  the  teeth  in  children,  and  especially  in  girls  from  ten 
to  twenty  years  of  age — no  doubt  owing  to  the  greater  excita- 
bility of  the  nervous  system  in  the  sex.    The  anatomical  con- 
nection may  be  traced  through  the  ganglionic  filament  of  the 
first  branch  of  the  fifth  nerve  to  the  lenticular  ganglion,  which 
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is  in  communication  with  the  third  nerve  by  its  short  root 
The  careful  attention  of  a  dentist  usually  insures  a  cure  in  such 
cases.  Sometimes,  however,  the  acquired  inertness  of  the  mus- 
cular fibres  in  the  ciliary  body  and  iris  needs  to  be  overcome 
by  galvanism  before  the  cure  is  complete. 

Acute  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands  sometimes  produces 
temporarily  the  same  condition,  probably  through  pressure  on 
the  auriculo-temporal  branches  of  the  fifth  nerve,  thence,  by  re- 
flex action,  through  the  route  designated  above.  Disease  of  the 
ear  not  infrequently  produces  the  same  effect  It  mostly  arises 
in  those  long-standing  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  tympanum 
where  there  is  loss  of  the  membrana-tympahi,  with  a  constant 
mucu-purulent  discharge,  and  it  gives  reliable  information  that 
the  nervous  system  has  been  attacked.  The  same  condition  oc- 
curs, from  diphtheria,  lead  poisoning,  uraemia,  and  alcoholism. 
In  these  cases,  the  local  treatment  should  be  subordinate  to  the 
general  or  constitutional.  In  the  second  variety  of  this  class* 
there  is  a  vasomotor  paresis  affectine:  the  vessels  of  the  retina 
and  other  coats  of  the  eye,  and  is  usually  transmitted  from  the 
uterus  in  women  and  prostatic  gland  fn  men.  There  is  often 
apparent  unrealty  in  these  cases,  which  stamp  them  as  hyster- 
ical. Phimosis  in  boys,  and  chronic  irritation  of  the  vulva, 
clitoris  and  vagina  in  girls,  also  give  rise  to  it. 

He  concludes,  brieTy,  that  when  the  irritability  is  dependent 
upon  anomalies  of  retraction  or  presbyopia,  the  annoyance  sub- 
sides when  the  visual  organ  is  placed  in  a  state  of  repose.  In 
reflex  paralysis  of  accommodation,  the  partial  dilatation  of  the 
pupil  and  its  refusal  to  contract  during  near  vision  or  under  the 
influence  of  light,  is  pathognomonic.  When  dependent  upon 
inflammatory  conditions  of  the  eye  and  its  appendages,  intoler- 
ance of  light  is  a  marked  symptom,  and  rest  does  not  give  en- 
tite  relief.  And  in  vasomotor  paresis,  sympathetic  with  dis- 
turbance of  the  genital  organs,  the  pain  is  more  or  less  canstant^ 
irresyecrive  of  work.  In  amblyopia,  there  is  no  pain — only 
failure  for  acuity  of  vision — and  it  is  easily  distinguished  from 
the  troubler  just  considered. 
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PODOPHYLLIN  AS  AN  ESCH  ARCTIC  AND  IN  CANCER. 


About  eleven  years  ago,  while  working  on  a  roof  I  bruised 
my  left  thumb  so  severely  that  the  nail  was  loosened  from  the 
flesh,  to  the  root.  In  a  day  or  two  I  removed  the  nail,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  it  was  healed  over.  In  a  short  time  after  the  new 
nail  grew  on  it,  something  resemblin/^  a  wart  grew  out  from  un- 
der one  side  of  the  nail,  the  entire  length  of  it,  having  roots 
that  appeard  to  grow  deeply  into  the  flesh.  I  pared  it  off  and 
and  applied  caustic,  burning  it  deeply ;  but  when  the  wound 
healed,  the  wart  was  still  there.  I  applied  different  acids  and 
plasters  without  relief. 

After  every  thing  else  failed,  curiosity  more  than  any  thing 
else  caused  me  to  try  podophylliu.  I  cut  off  the  skin  until  1 
could  see  the  ends  of  these  "roots."  As.  soon  as  the  blood 
ceased  to  flow,  I  applied  the  podophyliin|about  the  eighth  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  put  on  a  plaster  of  tallow  and  rosin  to  hold  it  to 
its  place.  In  a  very  short  time  keen  pains  were  felt  running  to 
the  bone,  and  in  different  directions.  In  the  course  of  an  hour 
or  two,  the  pains  ceased,  but  the  thumb  got  very  sore  and 
swelled  greatly.  In  24  hours  I  removed  the  dressing,  and 
found  the  flesh  black  and  dead,  apparently  about  one-third  the 
distance  to  the  bone.  I  applied  it  the  second  time,  after  clear 
ing  out  all  the  dead  flesh.  Then  I  dressed  it  with  salve,  and  in 
three  weeks  it  healed  up ;  when  I  found  the  cure  complete. 

Since  that  time  I  have  applied  it  to  two  tumors  which  looked 
Tery  much  like  cancers.  One  of  them  was  of  two  years  stand- 
ing, the  other  six  months.  In  each  case  it  had  the  desired  effect^ 
From  my  experience  and  observation  I  have  a  belief  that  po- 
dophylliu, properly  applied,  and  accompanied  by  suitable  medi- 
cation, will  be  found  of  decided  service  in  cancer. 

N.  Stone.    Wi%e  County^  Tex. 


An  Early  Sign  of  Pregnancy. — Dr.  J.  H.  Carsteus,  in  the  De. 
troit  Lancet,  says  he  has  never  failed  to  diagnose  the  existence 
of  pregnancy  prior  to  the  third  month.  The  sign  consists,  as  he 
says,  in  a  deep  violet  hue  given  by  conception  to  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  vagina  and  cervix  uteri.  It  is  unlike  any  col- 
or given  by  disease,  and  is  unmistaknble. 
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NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNECOLOGY. 


Removing  Three  Ovaries. — ^The  British  Medical  JournaL 
quoting  from  the  Allgemeine  Mediziniche  Zeitong,  gives  a  ca$e 
where  Dr.  F.  Keppler,  Venice,  pei:formed  an  ovarian  operation. 
During  the  operation,  he  found  three  ovaries  and  three  tube^. 
and  removed  them  all.  Such  an  anatomical  formation  was  never 
before  known. 


Extrauterine  Fobtation. — Dr.  G.  F.  Fulcher  reported  two 
cases  to  the  London  Obstetrical  Society.  In  the  first  case,  there- 
were  intense  abdominal  pains,  signs  of  violent  internal  hemor- 
rhage, no  vaginal  discharge,  uterus  enlarged  and  fundus  tilted 
backward.  She  died  in  a  few  hours.  Autopsy  revealed  a  five- 
months  foetus  and  placenta  in  the  abdomen,  the  attachment  had 
been  parietal.  In  cise  2d,  the  woman  had  paroxysmal  paiu< 
and  sickness,  uterus  moderately  enlarged  and  quite  retroverted. 
foetal  heart  heard  on  the  right  side.  She  expected  delivery 
about  this  time.  Next  day  the  uterus  was  found  empty.  The 
foetal  heart  was  heard  for  six  days  more,  movements  for  eight 
and  she  died  after  twenty  days  with  peritonitis.  A  child  of 
nine  and  a  half  pounds' was  found  in  the  abdomen ;  placenta  at- 
tached over  the  left  iliac  fossa,  broad  ligament,  and  apart  of  ab- 
abdominal  wail. 


Non-Delivery  of  thh  Placenta. — At  the  Madrid  Academy  of 
Medicine,  Dr.  T;::lesia8  reported  a  case  in  which  himself  and  four 
other  physicians  could  by  no  possibiiity  remove  a  placenta  in  a 
puerperal  woman.  Some  of  the  members  declared  that  the  wo- 
man should  not  have  been  left  till  removal  was  an  impossibility 
but  that  no  bad  result  followed.  Here  lies  the  rub.  In  thous- 
ands of  cases,  women  have  been  ruined  for  life,  or  died  through 
attempts  at  forcibly  removing  th  •  placenta;  but  where  are  the 
cases  in  which  any  severe  trouble  follows  their  retention  till 
such  time  as  N<ature  gets  ready  to  expel  them.  Oh,  for  some 
common  sense  among  doctors. 


Malarial  Puerperal  Fever. — Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  in  a  paper 
to  the  N.  Y.  County  Medical  Society,  contends  that  a  certain 
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class  of  puerperal  fever  cases  should  be  designated  as  malarial. 
In  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  or  more  hours  after  labor,  he 
has  noticed,  in  seventeen  cases,  the  sudden  accession  of  chills, 
followed  by  a  sudden  and  unusual  rise  in  temperature.  On  the 
following  day  comes  a  decided  remission,  and  the  alarm  is 
quieted;  but  the  attack  is  renewed  on  the  second  or  third  day. 
Why  should  it  be  called  a  new  disease  ?  Malaria  may  develop 
its  mischief  at  any  time,  and  the  puerperal  state  is  usually 
quite  favorable  to  the  ravages  of  other  maladies.  The  fact  has 
long  been  known,  but  our  neighbors  are  in  hot  dispute  over  its 
discovery. 


Menstruation  and  Ovulation. — M.  Tillaux  brought  before 
the  Academp  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  on  Augusx  31,  a  woman  on 
whom  he  had  performed  hysterectomy  a  year  previous,  for  a 
cystic  tumor.  He  had  removed  the  greater  part  of  the  uterus 
and  the  tubes,  leaving  only  the  intravaginal  portion  of  the  cer- 
vix and  a  very  small  stump  of  the  supra-vaginal  portion.  Both 
ovaries  were  preserved,  but  there  was  complete  interruption  of 
the  connection  between  them  and  the  trunk  of  the  uterus  which 
left.  Since  the  operation  the  woman  had  menstruated  regularly 
every  month ;  the  periods  lasted  three  or  four  days,  but  have 
been  less  abundant  than  before  the  operation.  M.  Tillaux  has 
ascertained  by  examination  with  the  speculum  during  the  ex- 
amination, that  the  blood  comes  from  a  stump  of  the  uterus  and 
not  from  the  vagina.  With  regard  to  the  genital  functions,  tlie 
woman  declared  to  M.  Tillaux  that  they  were  performed  better 
than  ever,  from  all  points  of  view.  As  a  kind  of  contrast  M. 
Tillaux,  last  November,  removed  from  a  girl,  aged  twenty-two 
both  ovaries,  which  were  diseased ;  since  the  operation  the  girl 
has  menstruated  every  month. — Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Ojesarean  Section  Extraordinary. — The  Wiener  Med.  Woch- 
en%ohrifU  No.  13, 1880,  gives  the  following  anecdote,  on  what 
appears  to  be  unquestionable  authority: — A  poor  woman  in 
Prischtina,  not  far  from  t  e  Servian  frontier,  was  in  the  pains 
of  labor  for  three  days,  but  to  no  purpose.  In  her  perplexity 
she  seized  her  husbaud^s  razor,  cut  open  her  abdomen  and  uter. 
us,  and  got  a  neighbor  to  sew  her  up  again,  after  the  removal 
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of  the  child  I   And  now,  after  several  months,  mother  and  child 
re  doing  perfectly  well. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 


The  Worm  Theory. — Prof.  J.  Mathews  Duncan  is  no  believej 
in  the  worm  theory  under  which  a  class  of  antiquated  physicians 
often  hide.  In  a  recent  lecture  he  said  :  "I  have  never  seen  a 
case  of  vulvitis  that  I  could  ascribe  to  worms.  And  I  believe 
that  this  is  an  illustration  of  the  injurious  tendency  to  repeat 
what  has  been  said  before.  Because  one  author  of  repute  says 
a  thing,  every  one  repeats  it.  Every  one  of  us  has  been  taught 
that  worms  cause  convulsions,  I  should  make  the  same  skeptical 
remarks  on  that  head.  I  never  saw  a  case  of  convulsions  that  I 
could  reasonably  trace  to  worms,  and  I  never  saw  a  case  of 
worms  that  caused  convulsions  " 


Removal  op  Small  Calculi. — Small  calculi  may  be  removed 
by  making  the  patient  lie  upon  the  belly,  when  they  fall  into 
the  anterior  portion  of  the  bladder.  He  is  then  to  place  him- 
self gently  "as  on  four  feet"  and  urinate  in  that  position,  The 
calculi,  not  having  the  opportunity  to  fall  back  into  the  cul  de 
sac  behind  the  prostrate,  are  passed  in  the  act  of  micturation. — 
Le  PfogreB  Mtdicine. 


Complete  Absence  op  the  Anus. — ^The  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  reports  the  birth  of  a  child  with  complete  ab- 
sence of  the  anus.  An  incision  at  the  site  of  the  anus,  an  inch 
or  more  in  extent,  was  made  by  careful  dissection  through  a 
mass  of  fibro-cellular  tissue,  penetrating  the  pelvic  cavity  near- 
ly an  inch  and  a  half  before  meconium  was  reached.  The  in- 
cision was  carried  back  we.l  toward  the  sacrum,  to  avoid  wound- 
ing the  bladder,  which  was  emptied  before  commencing  the 
operation.  The  gentle  pressure  made  over  this  viscus  forced 
from  the  penis  no  urine,  but  meconium ;  the  pressure  was  re- 
peated with  a  like  result,  furnishing  enough  of  the  discharge 
-'ve  no  doubt  as  to  its  character.    It  would  be  interesting 
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to  know  just  how  or  where  this  secretion  foand  its  way  into  the 
urethra,  but  no  autopsy  could  be  obtained.  This  complication, 
together  with  the  depth  of  incision,  discouraged  any  attempt  to 
drag  down  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowel  to  the  anal  ori- 
fice, and  to  confine  it  there  by  sutures.  The  child  died  on  the 
eighth  day  from  its  birth,  and  the  fifth  from  the  operation.       . 


Removal  of  the  Phartnx  akd  Lartnx. — We  learn  from  the 
London  Medical  JSecordj  that  this  operation  has  lately  been 
performed  successfully  by  Prof.  Oaselli,  of  Bologna.  The  case 
was  one  of  epithelioma,  with  stricture  of  the  glottis.  The  first 
step  in  the  operation  was  to  perform  tracheotomy,  and  then  to 
insert  Trendellenburg's  cannula ;  the  next,  to  lay  bare  the  lar. 
ynx  and  isolate  it.  This  was  then  removed  by  means  of  the 
galvano-cautery,  as  were  also  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  pharynx 
as  high  up  as  the  tonsils.  The  hyoid  bone  was  next  divided  at 
its  middle,  and  the  base  of  the  tongue  amputated,  together  with 
the  soft  palate,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  pharynx  up  to  the 
level  of  the  posterior  nares,  and  both  tonsils.  The  operation 
lasted  three  hours,  and  but  little  blood  was  lost,  owing  to  the 
constant  use  of  the  galvano-cautery.  The  dressing  was  antisep- 
tic, and  the  upper  two-thirds  only  of  the  wound  were  brought 
together.  An  cesophageal  sound  and  the  cannula  were  both 
maintained  in  position.  At  the  time  of  writing,  {.  e.  fifty-three 
hours  after  the  operation,  the  patient  had  completely  recovered 
from  the  shock,  and  promised  well.  The  operation  proved  even- 
tually successful,  and  Prof.  Caselli  has  been  able  to  adapt  an 
artificial  cesophagus  and  larynx. 


Curious  Fatality. — Dr.  Bartholow,  in  his  Practice,  ascribes 
to  his  treatment  a  fatality  in  his  clinical  labors  which  is  unjust 
to  himself.  He  says  that  '^with  one  or  two  exceptions,''  he  has 
made  post  mortems  in  all  ''the  maladies"  described  in  his  Prac- 
tice,— that  is  to  say,  he  has  made  post-mortem  examinations  af. 
ter  treating  Scrivener's  palsy,  chicken-pox,  tio-douloureux^  na- 
sal catarrh,  neuralgia,  stomatitis,  aphthae,  ascarides  and  lumbri- 
coid  troubles,  torticollis,  muguet,  influenza,  hay-fever,  herpes. 
zoster,  gastralgia,  chlorosis,  coryza,  and  other  little  ''maladies" 
that  generally  have  no  pcst-mortem  history. — Oaillard*s  Jour. 


Editorial   Department. 


BUCHANAN  AND  HIS  BOGUS  DIPLOMAS. 


The  notorious  Dr.  John  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia,  seems  like* 
ly  to  get  a  small  share  of  the  punishment  due  him.  After  evad- 
ing the  laws  for  nearly  30  years,  he  has  at  last  been  brought  to 
bay  in  connection  with  his  diploma  sales.  He  has  been  fined 
$  500.  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  lo  months'  imprisonment. 
M.  V.  Chapman,  associated  in  trying  to  get  Buchanan  away 
on  a  scheme  of  alleged  suicide*  has  been  fined  $  500.  and  10 
months'  imprisonment.  These  judgments  are  on  but  one  case  ; 
and  hundreds  of  other  cases  will  yet  be  pushed  against  fiuchan 
an.  A  public  that  has  so  long  suffered  from  the  ignorance  of 
his  '^  graduates,"  and  a  profession  that  has  been  disgraced  by 
his  "  colleges,"  will  rejoice  at  the  news. 

In  our  August  issue,  we  gave  some  names  from  the  lists  of 
Buchanan  and  Paine  ^'  graduates,"  as  published  in  tlie  Phila- 
delphia Daily  Eecord  lists.  These  men  all  class  themselves  as 
"  Reformers."  Heaven  save  us  from  snch  I  Some  of  them  file 
among  the  Eclectics,  others  would  be  Physio-Medicalists.  With 
a  ^'  cheek  "  that  comes  only  from  combined  ignorance  and  inso- 
lence, they  would  now  become  "leaders"  in  the  profession  they 
have  disgraced,  and  would  "dictate  rules  to  govern"  the  honor- 
able men  of  the  profession.    Mark  well  the  names. 

* 
Able,  A.  P.,  0.  Ayers,  E.  J.,  Mich. 

Alcott,  R.  W.,  Conn.    ,  Bagley,  Q.  K,  Vt. 

Aldrich,  H.,  Me.  Bagley,  H.  A.,  Qa. 

Aldrich,  S.,  O.  Bates,  0.  S.,  Pa. 

Alvord.  H.,  Ind.  Barrows,  S.,  Mich. 

Atkins,  L.,  Ind.  Bayley,  D.,  Ga. 

Anderson,  L.  L.,  Ga.  Bean,  E.  D.,  0. 

Austin,  W.  J.,  Mich.  Bedortha,  B.  N.,  N.  Y. 
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Bell,  S.  A.,  N.  0. 
Bennett,  A.  G.,  O. 
Bennett,  G.  A.  Ga, 
Blackester,  J.  P.,  Ind. 
Blackwood.,  J.  C,  Mo. 
Bland,  T.  T.,  Pa. 
Boyle,  P.  T.,  Ind. 
Brosius,  W.  L.,  Mo. 
Brownson,  S.  S.  Mich. 
Brumfield,  £.,  Mich, 
Burr,  Frank  S.,  Conn. 
Bussell,  R.  D.,  Me. 
Byers,  L.  L.,  Ga. 
Byrus,  L.  L.,  N.  0. 
Cameron,  J.  D.,  Ga. 
Garden,  A.  S.,  Mich. 
Carter,  E.,  Mich. 
Carter,  J.  H.,  Ind. 
Chamberlin,  G.,  Mich. 
Chamberlin,  M.  S.,  Mich. 

Chamberlin,  W.,  Mich. 

Cheney,  J.  N.,  Ga. 

Cheney,  N.,  Canada. 

Cheney,  W.  S.,  Vt. 

Christopher,  C.  C,  Vt. 

Clark,  J.  G.,  Ind. 

Clark,  S.,  Vt., 

Conygoes,  L.,  Ind. 

Cook,  D.  C,  Ga. 

Coriel,  A.,  Ind. 

Cowden,  J.  W.,  O. 

Cranfield,  T.  E.,  Texas. 

Gulp.  S.  C.  Mich. 

Davidson,  A.,  O. 

Davis,  E.  S.,  Mich. 

Dibble,  A.  S.,  N.  Y. 

Donaldson,  E.  P.  Mich. 

Donaldfon,  G.  W.,  Mich 


Durham,  J.  S.,  Ga. 
Durham,  W.  W„  Ga. 
Earle,  J.  N.,  N.  C. 
Eddy,  P.  P.;  R  I. 
Estabrook,  C.  A.,  O. 
Eambro,  A.  A.,  Ga. 
Finletter,  H.  H.,  Ga. 
Firth.  H.  K,  N.  Y. 
Flood,  W.  R.  Ga. 
French,  C,  Ga. 
French,  T.  S.,  Ga. 
French,  W.,  Mich. 
Gates,  L.  G.,  N.  Y. 
Gazley,  H.  C,  N.  Y. 
Gerald,  M.  W.,  Mass. 
Gilliugham,  A.,  S.  C. 
Gories,  S.  A.,  Ind. 
Goodrich,  V.  C,  Vt. 
Gooirich,  V-  E.,  Vt. 
Goodsell,  G.  A.,  Mich. 
Goss,  I.  J.  M.,  Ga. 
Gustin,  I.  W.,  O. 
Hambright,  J.  B.,  S.  C. 
Hampton,  H.  J.,  Ga. 
Harbin,  S.  N.,  Ind. 
Hart,  H.  C,  O. 
Hazen,  C.  E.  H.,  Vt. 
Hazzard,  J.,  Vt. 
Hillyard,  M.  H.,  Mich. 
Hobbs,  H.  C,  Ind. 
Holembeck,  J.  N.,  Ind. 
Hopewood,  M.  W.  Iowa 
Huntsinger,  A.,  Ind. 
Hutchinson,  J.  W.,  Ind. 
Irwin,  J.  G.,  O. 
Jacques,  A.  J..  Conn. 
James,  M.  S.,  Ga. 
Jennings,  R.  T.,  Ga. 


366 


Cinannati  Medical  GasetU. 


Johnson,  J.  W.,  Ga. 
Jones.  £.  G.,  Maine. 
Kay,  J.  R,  Mich. 
Keith,  B.,  N.  Y. 
Keller,  F.  G.,  O. 
Kennedy,  G.  G.,  Mich. 
Kilburn,  A.  L.,  Vt. 
Kluce,  T.  H.,  Mich. 
Kunland,  C.  J.,  O. 
Lamorceaux,  G.  H.,  Mich. 
Marshall,  S.  B.,  O. 
Mc  Gomas,  J..  Mo. 
Mc  Uwun,  J.  B.,  8.  G. 
Mc  Intosh,  J.  W.,  N.  G. 
Meade,  J.  H.,  Kas. 
Mease,  J.  M.,  N.  G. 
Merrell,  W.  S.,  O. 
Morden,  S.  A.,  Ind. 
Morgan,  K.,  Mo. 
Mulligan,  P.  J.,  N.  C. 
Nelson,  H.  Ind. 
Newman,  G.  B.,  Mich. 
Oldshue,  J.  L.,  Pa. 
Oldshue,  T.  L.,  Pa. 
Orlinder,  D.,  Mich. 
Osborn,  G.  M.  Ga. 
Gsborn,  D.  0.,  Ga. 
Gsborne,  M.  0.,  Ga. 
Parr,  J.,  Mich. 
Payne,  G.  £.,  Mich. 
Perry,  J.  W.,  Ga. 
Piper,  A.  T.,  Mo. 
Porter,  R  F.,  S.  G. 
Prettyman,  £.  K.,  Del. 
Priest,  S.  C,  Mich. 
Reasner,  F.  M.,  Mich. 
Reynolds,  G.  W.,  Mass. 


Rinehart,  8.,  Mich. 

Robertson,  R  R,  Qa. 

Robinson,  N.,  N.  G. 

Rowden,  P.,  Ind. 

Rues,  O.  G.,  O. 

Rutherford,  L.,  Ga. 

Rutherford,  L.  A.;  Ga. 

Rutledge,  K.,  O. 

Salter,  M.  P.,  Ga. 

Salter,  S.  F.,  Ga 

Scudder,  J.  W.,  Vt. 

Simmons,  J.  R,  Ga. 

Simmons,  J.  T.,  Ga. 

Singleton,  T.  A.,  Ga. 

Soules,  G.  G.,  Vt 

Smith,  E.  A.,  Vt 

Smith,  G.  W.,  Ind. 

Smith.  M.  D.,  Vt 

Stillman,  A.  G.,  Vt 

Templeton,  E.  Vt 
Templeton)  J.,  Vt. 
Templeton,  S.,  Vt 
Thompson,  J.,  Ga. 
Tiffany,  G.,  Gonn. 
Tinsley,  W.  C,  Ga. 
Trotter,  I.,  Gonn. 
True,  G.  G.,  Vt 
Tucker,  J.  H.,  Ga. 
Washburn,  G.  G,  Vt 
Wrshbnrn,  S.  F.,  Vt 
Watts.  G.  F.  E.,  Ga. 
Watts,  G.  T.,  Ga. 
Webster,  G.  S.,  Mich. 
Wilcox,  S.  R,  Vt 
Wiggins,  T.,  N.  Y. 
Wilson,  H.  a,  Mich. 
Wright,  J.  H.,  G. 
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NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— Exposure  and  over- work  in  practice  brought  on  a  light  double 
pneumonia  with  severe  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  scalp.  We 
were  very  near  to  death's  door,  and  have  made  an  extremely 
slow  recovery.  Tliis  will  account  for  the  great  delay  in  the 
present  number. 

— ^This  number  closes  the  volume.  All  subscriptions  now  ex- 
pire. We  respectfully  solicit  a  prompt  renewal  of  subscriptions 
for  1881.  We  believe  1880  was  the  strongest  volume  we  ever 
issued,  and  shall  try  to  keep  1881  up  to  its  standard. 

— ^The  great  increase  of  poor  sight  and  of  color-blindness  has 
given  new  importance  to  examinations  for  these  defects.  The 
Messrs  Wm.  Wood,  with  characteristic  promptness,  have  issued 
a  series  of  ophthalmic  test-types.  The  box  contains  both  Weck- 
er's  and  Snelgu's  test  plates  for  near  and  distant  vision,  Green's 
test  plate  for  astigmatism,  and  Holmgreen's  assorted  worsteds 
and  confusion  plate  lor  testing  color  blindness.  Eight  lenses 
accompany  the  box,  and  an  explanatory  text  on  the  use  of  tests. 
Also  a  pamphlet  on  "  How  to  Choose  Glasses."  The  tests  are 
the  best  in  use,  and  every  physician  should  ^'post"  himself  fully 
on  this  branch  of  his  duties.  Price  $7.00  Wm.  Wood&Oo.,  N.Y. 

— ^TflE  North  American  Review  is  a  fine  representative  of  the 
highest  grade  of  National  thought.  An  article  in  the  Decem- 
ber number,  by  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  entitled  "The  Future 
of  the  Republican  Party,"  is  sure  to  arrest  public  attention.  The 
other  articles  are :  "  Tlie  Discoveries  at  Olympia,"  by  Prof. 
Ernst  Curtius ;  "  Rational  Sunday  Observance,"  by  James  Free- 
man Clarke ;  "  Southern  Statesmen  and  their  Policy,"  by  Hon. 
John  Jay;  *•  Ruins  of  Central  America."  by  Desire  Charnay ; 
"  The  Distribution  of  Time,"  by  Leonardo  Waldo ;  •'  The  Public- 
School  Failure,"  by  Richard  Grant  White ;  "  The  Validity  of 
the  Emancipation  Edict,"  by  Aaron  A.  Ferris.  For  sale  by  book- 
sellers and  newsdealers  generally.   New  York,  D.  Appleton.  %  5. 

— ^The  Art  Magazine  maintains  its  elegance  and  interest  stad- 
ily.  Each  number  contains  two  fine  engravings  of  full-page 
size,  always  from  works  of  the  highest  character.  Then  there 
are  numerous  smaller  engravings,  etchings^  portraits  of  living 
artists,  etc.    The  descriptive  reading  is  always  instructive  and 
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in  good  taste.  We  bespeak  a  place  for  this  journal  ii 
home  where  art  is  valued.  Its  price  brings  it  within  thi 
of  all.  New  York  and  London,  Cassell,  Fetter  &  Galpinj 
— Eleven  years  ago  a  Miss  Harvey,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
yqung  girl,  while  making  preparations  to  attend  a  partyj 
pin  between  her  lips,  which  passed  into  her  mouth  and 
posed  to  be  swallowed.  A  physician  assumed  such  to| 
fact,  but  the  girl  insisted  that  it  was  under  her  tongue^l 
doctor  searched  there  for  it  without  success.  Recentl; 
Harvey  had  a  large  swelling  come  on  one  side  of  her  toi 
and  upon  its  being  opened  by  a  doctor,  the  lost  pin  was  dj 
ered  there.  It  was  covered  two  thirds  with  a  lime  formi 
and  was  much  corroded. 


St.   ITloliolas  for  1881. 

5000  FOR  BNaLAND,  AND  100,000  FOR  AMBBICA. 


St.  Nicholas,  the  charming  magazine  for  boys  and  girls,  has  increased 
in  size  and  number  of  pages  during  the  past  year.  Its  circulation  gaiD9| 
10,000  in  the  average  monthly  editions  of  1880  over  1879.  The  an- 
nouncements for  the  coming  year  include  a  capital  serial  story  for  boys,.! 
**  In  Nature's  Wonderland,"  or  Adventures  in  the  American  Tropics* 
Stories  of  Art  and  Artists,  by  Mrs.  Clement,  wiih  many  illustrations  * 
*'  Phaeton  Rogers,"  a  delightful  serial  by  Rossiter  Johnson;  '-Mystery  in,[ 
in  a  Mansion,"  a  six  months*  serial;  The  Treasure-Box  of  Literature, 
directing  and  encouraging  young  people  in  the  best  reading ;  '*Tivo 
English  Queensj"  by  Mrs.  Oliphant;  **The  Land  of  Nod,"  a  childrens' 
operetta  with  music ;  A  series  of  beautifully  illustrated  Ballads  for  Young 
Folks;  A  Special  Budget  of  Fairy  Stories  by  Frank  R.  Stockton;  A 
Indian  Story  by  ** Bright  Eyes,"  the  Ponca  Indian  Maiden;  A  splendid 
holiday  story,  **A  Christmas  with  the  Man  in  the  Moon,"  by  Washing- 
ton Gladden.  Open-air  Papers,  stories  of  sports,  and  games,  will  be 
continued  with  all  the  popular  departments. 

Subscriptions  beginning  with  the  November  issue,  will  include  the 
<*  wonderful  Christmas  number,"  of  which  the  edition  will  be  5,000  in 
England  and  100,000  in  America.  The  price  of  this  number,  to  be  is- 
sued about  November  30th,  will  be  30  cents. 

Regular  price  $3,00  a  year;  25  cents  a  number.  For  sale,  and  sub- 
scriptions received  by  all  news-dealers,  or  the  publishers,  Scribner  &  Co. 

,  Broadway  New  York. 
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PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

PROF.  ZENAS  CAREY,  M.  D. 


Sbbino  an  article  in  a  medical  paper  from  Prof.  L  M.  Comings, 
in  which  he  congratulated  a  friend  physician  for  saving  a  case 
of  puerperal  convulsions  by  genuine  physio-medical  treatment, 
and  for  sticking  to  the  faith  in  these  days  of  apostacy,  puts  it 
into  my  mind  to  report  a  case  in  the  same  line. 

I  will  premise  by  saying  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  treat 
several  of  those  alarming  cases ;  and  that  our  physicians,  and 
especially  the  younger  members,  unless  they  have  their  faith 
well  established  in  our  remedies,  will  waver,  and  their  first 
case  will  probably  pass  into  other  hands  and  die. 

In  ten  years'  practice  in  this  locality,  I  have  been  called  to 
treat  seven  cases,  all  but  the  first  one  recovering  promptly.  It 
passed  into  homoeopathic  hands  and  died.  I  have  never  yet 
seen  a  patient  have  her  first  fit.  Three  of  those  cases  came 
into  my  hands  from  other  physicians.  They  were  all  young 
subjects  and  first  pregnancies  except  one.  In  four  of  the  cases 
the  fits  followed  the  birth  of  the  child  within  three  or  four 
hours  at  the  farthest.  My  cases  had  all  been  of  the  worst  type, 
becoming  insensible  after  the  first  two  or  threid  spasms,  so  that 
they  could  neither  speak  nor  swallow,  compelling  me  to  rely 
altogether  on  enemas,  and  I  am  impressed  with  the  opinion 
that  the  medicine  is  much  more  effective  when  administered 
by  enema  than  when  given  into  the  stomach  in  this  form  of 
sickness. 


lo  Cifusmmati  Medical  Gasitk, 


My  last  case  of  paerperal  convulsions  occnrrcKl 
day  of  August  last  '  A  woman  aged  nineteen  years,    \ 
nancy,  seven  and  one-half  months  along,  was  seized 
vulsions  while  alone,  without  any  premonitory  synij>t 
was  found  in  a  comatose  condition.    Had  probably  b  3 
fits  when  I  arrived.    This  was  at  seven  o'clock  in  th^ 
I  did  nothing  but  administer  lobelia  by  the  bowel,  a.n< 
retained.    The  patient  soon  vomited  and  became  ver^r 
the  fits  returning  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.     .Bi 
or  three  hours  they  became  farther  apart,  and  by  thire 
in  the  evening  subsided  entirely.    No  dilation  or  %yTi 
labor  up  to  this  time.     Remained  insensible  and  ver  v 
till  toward  morning,  when  labor  came  on ;  and  at  si:^ 
morning  she  gave  birth  to  living  twins,  after  having: 
thirty  convulsions,  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  the 
should  be  living  after  so  many  spasms. 

By  the  next  day  she  had  recovered  partial  conscious  ti 
remembered  nothing  of  her  sickness.  Did  well  till  t\ 
day,  when  she  became  very  much  worse  every  way.  I>< 
pulse  130  to  140,  weak,  a  very  offensive  odor  about  \ 
and  room,  lochia  profuse,  urine  retained,  bowels  ii 
patient  praying,  singing  and  exhorting  her  friends,  all  1 1 
insisting  that  she  was  going  to  die.  Considered  it  no\« 
of  septicemia  or  blood  poisoning,  and  that  her  condit  j 
much  more  critical  than  when  having  the  convulsions. 

TreaimenU — Moved  the  bowels  with  a  stimulating  < 
Gave  every  two  hours  a  powder  of  two  grains  each  quini 
myrrh.  Also  gave  a  warm  infusion  of  caulophyllum,  xs 
ylum,  dioscorea  and  capsicum,  two  tablespoonsfuls  ever. 
Stimulating  liniment  and  hot  compresses  to  bowels.  Cor 
the  bad  odor  by  vaginal  enemas  of 

]^        Fl.  £x.  Hamamelis 

FL  £x.  Myrica  oa  S  ss 

Carbolic  Acid  gtt.  xx 
Water  Oj 

in  forty-eigiit  hours  the  patient  seemed  out  of  all  ds 
and  made  a  rapid  and  complete  recovery.  The  twins 
living  and  healthy. 
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I   can  recommend   the  lobelia  enemas  as  a  never-failing 
remedy  in  these  convulsions.     But  we  must  use  large  quan- 
tities in  as  small  bulk  as  possible,  and  have  them  retained; 
repeating  every  half  hour,  or  not  so  often,  as  the  symptoms 
demand.    It  might   be  necessary  to  add   stimulants  in  cases 
of    great  prostration.     We  need  not   be  concerned  about  the 
delivery  of  the  c  ild.    That  will  take  place  in  due  time  if  the 
fits  are  controlled.    Unfavorable  complications,  as  in  the  above 
case,  seem  no  more  likely  to  follow  these  cases  than  where 
confinement  takes  place  under  more  favorable  circumstances. 
These  cases  ueually  die  in  the  hands  of  other  physicians.    And* 
that  is  to  be  expected,  since  they  depend  altogether  on  hypo- 
dermic injections  of  morphine,  the  inhalation  of  chloroform 
and  forcible  delivery  where  the  fits  proceeded  labor.    Since 
the  case  just  reported  recovered,  a  case  proved  fatal  under  the 
last-named  treatment  only  eight  miles  from  me.     Our  physi- 
cians will  scarcely  ever  fail  if  sufficient  perseverance  is  used. 
We  can  always  give  the  friends  assurance  of  success  and  make 
our  promises  hold   good   by  using   very  large   quantities   of 
lobelia,  using  it  steadily  and  for  long  enough  time,  eay  from 
four  to  twelve  hours  in  the  most  extreme  cases. 
Bangor^  Iowa. 


THE  BILE  AND  BILIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  liver  has  long  been  the  subject  of  investigation  by 
medical  men.  Its  size,  its  peculiar  anatomical  relations  to  the 
venous  system,  and  the  hidden  character  of  its  varied  functions, 
have  made  it  an  organ  of  especial  interest  to  the  physiologist 
and  the  pathologist. 

Of  many  volumes  devoted  to  these  topics,  one  of  the  latest 
is  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Legg,  England;  republished  by  D.  Appleton  & 
Oo.,  New  York.  It  is  a  labor  of  much  patient  research,  faith- 
fully collecting  the  experiments  of  leading  investigators,  giving 
*  their  different  views  with  discrimination,  yet  at  all  points 
showing  that  he  is  not  a  mere  compiler,  but  has  independent 
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work  and  thought  of  his  own  to  offer.    It  is   thas 
yalae,  in  that  it  furnishes  an  appreciative  resvune  of  tl 
gations  of  others  and  the  author's  individual  labors. 

The  first  chapters  are  occupied  with  an  accoant  oJ 
in  its  chemical  composition  and  organic  structure,  tog^e 
the  methods  for  obtaining  the  various  chemical  con 
and  the  tests  for  determining  them.  Althoug:h  it 
been  known  that  bile  had  on  goods  a  cleaning  power  £^ 
soap,  and  a  peculiar  resinous  substance  was  obtained 
more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  it  is  during  the 
century  that  the  accurate  chemical  investigations  of  i 
(or  *^  humour,''  as  Dr.  Legg  antiquely  calls  it)  have  be< 
Much  advantage  has  been  derived  from  these  stud 
grouped  and  detailed,  yet  it  is  well  to  question  whetl 
chemical  analyses  of  a  vital  product,  to  the  nearly  tota 
sion  of  the  fact  of  its  organic  origin,  do  not  gravely  con 
real  offices  of  this  secretion.  It  is  desirable  to  know  th 
istry  of  the  question,  but  it  is  much  more  desirable  { 
the  vital  procedures  for  which  chemistry  can  never  furc 
elucidation. 

Following  this  portion  of  the  work  are  several  chaj 
the  sources  of  bile,  its  secretion  and  its  ofSces.  Th 
the  great  physiological  questions  in  which  the  profei 
most  deeply  interested.  Much  light  has  been  shed  up( 
faota  within  the  last  fifty  years,  and  yet  their  several  poj 
not  settled  to  the  general  satisfaction,  and  much  that 
nected  with  them  remains  a  mystery.  It  is  evident  tha 
will  ever  remain  a  mystery,  even  as  life  itself  is  mys 
and  not  to  be  analyzed  or  synthesized  in  the  chemist's  ci 
But  the  processes  of  life  in  the  changes  it  effects  duri 
production  of  bile,  whether  this  is  a  true  secretion  or  a 
^^  humor"  seived  out,  what  changes  are  by  it  wronght  up 
system,  the  part  it  plays  in  intestinal  digestion,  whethe 
wholly  ejected  with  the  excrement  or  largely  taken  bao 
the  circulation ;  these  and  many  similar  questions  of  pbjs 
offer  promising  fields  for  research  in  the  hope  of  thei] 
settlement.  Dr.  Legg  furnishes  the  observations  and  c< 
sions  of  the  later  reliable  investigators  on  these  themes,  { 
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rie    data  used  by  gentlemen  of  different  Tiews,  and  offering 
is  own  opinions  clearly  and  modestly. 

The  profound  toxic  effects  of  retaining  bile  when  the  qnan- 
ity  becomes  considerable,  and  is  continued,  has  long  been 
znown.  So  marked  are  these,  even  in  recent  and  moderate 
^ases,  that  clinical  experience  has  laughed  in  derision  at  those 
;lo8et-speculating  physiologists  who  once  tried  to  show,  by  ill- 
conducted  experiments,  that  the  liver  as  an  organ  and  the 
lischarge  of  bile  by  the  intestines  were  not  necessities  in  the 
Einimal  economy !  As  if  nature  made  so  large  a  viscus  and  so 
c^omplex  an  intestinal  system  for  no  particular  purpose,  or  as 
if  the  task  of  fully  understanding  its  offices  could  best  be 
covered  by  classing  the  whole  as  a  mere  freak  of  anatomical 
redundancy. 

Dr.  Legg  very  fairly  presents  the  experiments  of  those 
theorists,  and  neatly  exposes  their  incompleteness  and  the 
weakness  of  the  speculations  built  thereon.  At  the  same  time 
he  gives  a  multitude  of  larger  experiments  to  show  the  cer- 
tainty of  rather  rapid  wasting  and  sure  death  when  the  secre- 
tion of  bile  is  materially  interrupted,  or  when  its  flow  through 
the  duodenum  and  intestines  is  prevented  by  an  external 
fistula. 

Observations  made  with  preparations  of  bile  upon  the  lower 
animals  are  given  at  some  length.  We  quote  some  of  these 
condensed : 

*^  If  a  small  quantity  of  a  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  solution  of 
crystallized  bile  is  injected  under  the  skin  of  a  frog,  he  begins 
to  jump  about  as  if  much  excited.  In  about  five  minutes  the 
movements  become  less  active,  and  in  ten  or  twenty  minutes 
he  is  motionless.  Next  the  hind  limbs  begin  to  abide  where 
set,  and  with  great  trouble  he  draws  the  legs  up  when  extended. 
He  crawls,  and  if  put  on  his  back  can  not  recover  himself.  In 
a  coUple  of  hours  he  lies  relaxed,  with  pupils  contracted  and 
showing  little  or  no  reflexed  action. 

^'A  frog  was  put  into  a  vessel  holding  enough  of  a  one  per 
cent  solution  of  the  bile  acids  to  cover  the  bottom.  It  was 
found  dead  (in  all  instances)  the  next  morning;  and  paren- 
chymatous changes  were  found  in  the  heart  and  liver. 
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^^  Hunefeld  found  that  the  blood  as  soon  as  mixed  ^ 
became  clear,  and  that  the  blood  corpuscles  disappeai 
moment.  The  bile  of  man,  oxen,  dogs,  pigs,  cats,  rabbit 
toads,  frogs  and  fish  had  the  same  action  upon  the  1 
men,  pigs  and  frogs.  Observers  support  the  original  stai 
of  Hunefeld.  The  latest  experiments  of  Eoloman  Mull 
firm  them.  Equal  parts  of  filtered  bile  and  blood  were 
and  though  the  decrease  of  red  corpuscles  could  not 
cases  be  at  once  detected,  yet  after  an  hour  it  could  aim 
noted,  and  in  the  end  not  a  single  corpuscle  could  be  foi: 

<'Like  many  other  poisons,  the  bile  acids  cause   a 
chymatous  degeneration  ^of  the   glands   and   muscles, 
parenchymatous  changes  have  been  seen  by  Leyden  ii 
and  rabbits ;  also  in  dogs  by  Fetz  and  Ritter,  in  labb 
Graham,  Brown,  and  by  Eemarsky  in  both  of  these  an 
Johannes  Ranke  injected  a  one  per  cent.,  or  a  five  pei 
solution  of  glycocholate  of  soda  into  the  hind  limbs  of 
and  iound  that  the  muscles   became   as  hard  as  woo< 
no  longer  gave   tracings  when  acted  on  by  electricity, 
concludes  that  the  bile  acids  have  a  direct  paralyzing  a 
on  muscles,  not  a  weakening  action  like  carbonic  acid.     1 
long  been  known  that  in  some  cases  of  jaundice  the  ] 
became  slow.     Rohrig  deserves  the  credit  of  having  beei 
first  to  point  out  that  it  was  the  action  of  the  bile  acids  ^ 
caused  the  slow  pulse." 

The  latter  point  is  discussed  through  several  pages, 
details  of  numerous  experiments  confirmatoty  of  Rohrig's 
servations.  These  are  full  of  interest,  as,  indeed,  is  every 
of  the  thirty-five  pages  in  this  chapter,  at  a  few  of  the  it 
in  which  we  h^ve  merely  glanced.  It  is  apparent  that  t) 
researches  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  characters  and  imj 
tance  of  biliary  poisoning  from  aberrations  in  hepatic  secret 

The  chapter  on  the  action  of  drugs  upon  the  secretion  of. 

is  to  us  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  volume.    It  bras 

away  much  that  was  long  considered  orthodox  in  this  mat 

and  which  it  has  been  vile  heresy  to  doubt,  and  confirms  mi 

that  is  recent  and  which  educated  and  honorable  men  ha 
been  ostracised  for  introducing.  In  his  opening  paragraph  t 
author  well  says : 


T7u  Bile  and  BUtaus  Diseases.  15 

<<  Oertain  drugs  Tvere  commonly  supposed,  in  former  times, 
tx>  increase  the  amount  of  bile  secretion  by  the  liver,  because 
bhe  patient  passed  stools  of  yellow  or  dark  color  after  the  drug 
kiad  been  administered.  It  is  clear  that  no  reasoning  can  be 
Dciore  fallacious.  The  color  of  the  stools  depends  not  so  much 
on  the  amount  of  bile  secreted  as  on  the  length  of  time  that 
tlie  faeces  have  sojourned  in  the  intestines,  or  on  the  diet  of  the 
patient.  If  they  should  be  hurried  through  the  intestines  they 
may  even  contain  unaltered  bile ;  if  the  patient  has  taken 
abundance  of  milk  they  will  be  colorless.'^ 

The  fabulous  reputation  that  mercurials  once  enjoyed  as 
promoters  of  biliary  secretions,  and^on  which  their  use  was 
considered  to  be  an  imperative  necessity  in  the  face  of  the 
frightful  damages  they  were  known  to  cause,  rested  on  this 
iHTorthless  testimony.    They  hurried  away  the  contents  of  the 
bowels,  including  what  '< unaltered  bile"  chanced  to  be  in  the 
bowels  and  biliary  ducts.    They  are  now  proven  not  to  ftd  pro- 
moterB  of  bile  secretion  at  all^  but  to  diminish  rather  than  to 
increase  this  function.    Dr.  Legg,  as  a  calm  author,  conscien- 
tiously desiring  to  furnish  his  readers  with  the  exact  truth,  gives 
at  much  length  the  data  in  proof  of  this  conclusion.    He  pre- 
sents some  of  the  experiments  made  by  the  famous  Edinburg 
Oommission  of  eminent  physicians,  some  years  ago  appointed 
to  investigate  this  matter.    The  work  of  the  Uommission  was 
remarkably  full,  accurate  and  conclusive.    We  condense  some 
of  its  work  as  referred  to  by  Dr.  Legg : 

^^  The  Commission  began  their  work  by  questioning  if  mer- 
cury had  the  same  action  on  dogs  as  on  man.  After  due 
experimentation  (here  outlined)  they  concluded  that  the  action 
of  mercury  on  the  dog  is  the  same  as  that  on  man.  (They 
used  dogs  in  whom  biliary  fistulse  had  been  established.)  In 
one  dog  the  amount  of  bile  escaping  in  twenty-four  hours, 
from  June  11th  to  the  19th,  was  119.76  grammes;  from  June 
29th  to  July  4th,  131.31  grammes.  From  July  9th  to  the  17th 
five  grains  of  blue  pill  were  given  daily,  and  the  mean  for 
twenty-four  hours  during  this  time  was  127.6  grammes  of  bile. 

'^  Much  the  same  results  were  attained  with  calomel.    A  dog 
discharging  82.46  grammes  of  bile  daily,  under  the  influence  of 
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calomel  in  two  grains,  three  times  a  day,  discharged,  a 
but  60  grammes  a  day  and  died  in  eight  days.  In  anoti 
the  average  of  six  days  before  ^he  calomel  was  given  ^vr 
grammes.  Ten  grains  of  blue  pill  were  then  given  to  \ 
and  the  three  following  days  ten  grains  of  calomel  iver 
daily.  The  two  first  doses  of  mercury  caused  slight  p 
the  two  last  caused  marked  purging.  During  these  fo 
there  was  an  undoubted  decrease  of  the  amount  of  b 
mean  being  272.67  grammes." 

Other  experiments  are  given  from  the  Commission,  ai 
their  confirmation  by  the  separate  experiments  of  Drs. 
and  Rutherford.  It  was  reasonable,  with  facts  of  this  c\\\ 
accumulating  before  them,  for  the  Commission  to  conclac 
mercurials,  whether  blue  pill,  calomel  or  corrosive  sabl 
^^  given  in  either  small,  gradually  augmented,  or  in  lar^e 
do  nH  increase  the  biliary  secretion ;  they  do  not  even  infl 
it  so  long  as  neither  purgation  nor  impairment  of  heal 
produced,  but  they  diminish  it  as  soon  as  they  do  eitl 
both."  And  yet  there  are  men,  seeking  to  be  lights  i 
medical  profession,  who  lay  aside  all  these  facts  and  by 
mere  dicta  seek  to  revive  the  use  of  mercurials  and  all 
attendant  destructions  on  the  assumption  that  they  are  the 
promoters  of  the  secretion  of  bile ! 

In  the  list  of  drugs  that  increase  the  intestinal  fluid  but 
no  action  on  the  bile,  Dr.  Legg  places  calomel,  gaml 
castor  oil  and  menispermin.  Of  those  that  feebly  raise 
secretion  of  bile  are  senna,  taraxacum,  scammony  and 
sodic  and  potassic  bi-carbonates.  Of  those  that  mark 
increase  the  secretion  of  bile  are  enonymin,  leptandra,  ir 
baptisin,  hydrastin  and  juglandin.  *^  These  drugs,"  he  s 
"  come  from  American  sources ; "  and  farther  on  he  gives 
tabulated  exhibit  of  his  English  co-laborer,  Dr.  Ratherl 
showing  the  decided  increase  of  bile  discharged,  under  tl 
exhibition,  from  fistulse  in  the  hepatic  duct.  These  tables 
suggestive,  and  yet,  as  Dr.  Legg  points  out,  they  are  not  whi 
reliable  in  that  they  do  not  prove  whether  the  increased 
charge  represents  an  actual  increase  of  secretion  or  is  dm 
stimulation  of  the  ducts  and  a  consequent  ejection  of  what 
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-llready'  been  secreted.  It  is  evident  that  no  fistulous  openings 
nr  tiie  hepatic  duct«,  even  though  they  exclude  the  gall  bladder 
tn<3  cystic  ducts,  can  determine  this  point,  which  is  a  very 
portant  one.  Such  a  question  must  at  last  be  decided  by 
and  varied  clinical  experience  aided  by  autopsies,  and 
tlx^se  do  not  enter  into  the  work  of  Dr.  Legg  nor  the  researches 
of   Dr.  Rutherford  on  the  above  drugs. 

Our  neighbor  across  the  water  possibly  has  no  knowledge  of 
t.l:i.e  history  of  th^  introduction  of  these  most  effectual  hepatics 
to    the  profession.     He   simply  says   that   they   "  come  from 
j^merican   sources."    It  is   the   simplest  justice   to  our   own 
l^ranch  of  the  profession  to  say,  right  here,  that  those  "sources" 
i^'ere  not  the  allopathic  or  so-called  "  regular  "  school,  but  the 
I^hysio-Medical.    The  eclectics  claim  them  as  their  own,  pre- 
oisely  ns  they  claim  for  themselves  everything  they  conclude  to 
lay  their  hands  upon.    They  live  as  a  body  of  pirates  in  medi- 
oine,  and  themselves  boast  of  this  piracy  as  their  chief  merit. 
But  the  drugs  in  question  were  introduced  many  years  before 
the  eclectic  school  had  an  existence,  by  gentlemen  calling  them- 
selves medical  reformers ;  a  leading  principle  in  their  reform 
being  to  draw  a  distinct  and  impassable  line  between  poisons 
and  sanative  agents,  using  only  the  latter.    This  reform  has 
since  been  amplified  and  shaped  into  a  complete  medical  and 
therapeutical  system  under  the  title  of  Physio^ Medicalism. 

The  early  Physio-Medicalists  rejected  the  mercurials  as  dan- 
gerous agents  and  unsafe  to  use,  and  from  the  clinical  records 
denied  that  they  increased  the  secretion  of  the  bile.  Such 
opinions  at  once  placed  them  in  a  position  where  the  general 
profession  refused  to  recognize  them ;  for  the  power  of  mer- 
curials to  augment  the  hepatic  function  was  considered  a  thera- 
peutical axiom  which  it  was  impiety  to  question,  and  it  was 
hotly  declared  to  be  '•  impossible  to  get  along  without  them." 
Accurate  investigation  by  the  ablest  men  of  the  allopathic 
school  has  now  proven  that  the  mercurials  actually  diminish 
the  secretion  of  bile;  all  parties  concede  this  fact,  and  the 
clinical  proofs  of  those  Physio-Medicalists  are  substantiated  by 
physiological  experiments  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  century. 
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And  when  they  rejected  mercarials  from  their  list,  the  f^ijsio- 
Medicaliste  brought  forward  the  above  and  several  other  agents, 
claiming  that  they  coald  both  ^^get  along  without''  mercuiy 
and  far  more  effectively  influence  the  hepatic  functions  bj 
agents  that  impaired  no  tissue  and  left  no  baneful  effects.  Hie 
claim  was  proven  to  be  correct  at  the  bed-side  in  thousands  of 
instances  where  mercurials  failed,  even  while  the  saperior 
agents  were  sneered  at  as  being  worthless  simples,  and  the  men 
who  used  them  were  shamelessly  abused  and  persecuted.  Their 
claims  are  now  physiologically  proven  by  allopathic  gentlemen 
across  the  ocean,  yet  these  gentlemen  have  none  of  the  infor- 
mation possessed  by  Physio-Medicalists  as  to  the  difference 
between  these  several  hepatic  agents,  no  knowledge  as  to 
which  of  them  influence  the  secreting  lobules  and  which  the 
smaller  and  larger  ducts,  no  conception  as  to  the  rules  for  using 
or  withholding  any  one  of  them. 

Our  remarks  here  are  a  measurable  digression  from  a  review 
of  Dr.  Legg's  book,  yet  it  is  desirable  that  this  one  item  in 
the  great  Physio-Medical  contributions  to. medical  science  be 
fairly  stated.  America  is  supposed  to  be  a  land  where  inde- 
pendence of  thought  IS  encouraged.  In  medical  matters  inno* 
vations  on  old  customs  call  for  the  most  stupid  and  malidons 
persecutions  in  America,  though  the  old  be  ever  so  completely 
disproven  and  the  new  be  ever  so  thoroughly  substantiated. 
From  the  calmness  and  candor  displayed  in  Dr.  Legg's  work 
one  is  led  to  believe  that  these  matters  are  differently  treated 
in  England,  and  that  a  claim  to  improvement  is  there  cour- 
teously received  and  welcomed  by  the  profession  if  its  merits 
stand  the  tests  of  reason. 

We  have  but  glanced  at  some  of  the  features  of  225  pages 

of  this  portly  volume.    There  remain  600  pages  devoted  to  the 

subjects  of  jaundice   and  bilious  diseases.    Everywhere   the 

same  patient  labor  and  minuteness  of  detail  are  continued.  At 
every  page  we  find  careful  presentations  of  facts,  expressions 
of  good  judgment  and  matter  suggestive  of  thought  We  may 
not  agree  with  Dr.  Legg  in  a  number  of  his  opinions,  but  we 
admire  his  thoroughness  and  his  honesty,  and  we  feel  grateful 
that  he  has  written  such  an  admirable  work  and  that  the  pub- 
lishers have  brought  it  so  handsomely  before  the  profession  in 
>  — «^o  W.  IL  0. 
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!.^SE  OF  STOMACH  CANCER  AND  BILIARY  CALCULL 

PROF.  W.  P.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


D.  H.  0.,  a  man  about  forty-four  years  of  age,  motor-sanguine 
emperament,  tall  and  dark,  a  man  who  had  done  hard  work  in 
lis  day.  Had  not  been  much  sick  during  his  life- time,  but 
^hen  he  was  sick  it  was  severe.  He  came  into  my  hands  for 
reatment  some  time  last  summer.  Found  him  emaciated  and 
laundiced,  the  jaundice  increasing  after  each  spell  of  suffering 
presently  to  be  described.  Failing  in  his  powers  of  locomotion, 
appetite  variable  and  often  ravenous,  food  frequently  undi- 
gested, giving  butyric  acid  eructations,  with  frequent  attacks  of 
nausea  and  vomiting,  burning  pains  in  the  stomach,  and  other 
signs  of  indigestion  with  irritation. 

In  addition,  he  often  experienced  intense,  persistent,  lancin- 
ating pain  in  the  region  of  the  gall-bladder.  This  would  come 
on  in  paroxysms,  and  would  be  provoked  by  heavy  work  in- 
volving the  use  of  the  upper  extremities,  by  the  stomach 
trouble  alluded  to,  and  by  simple  mental  excitement.  So 
severe  were  these  paroxysms  that  he  would  writhe  in  what 
seemed  to  be  an  almost  fatal  agony  for  from  one  to  four  hours. 
During  those  times  the  extremities  would  be  cold,  the  surface 

« 

bathed  in  a  cold  and  clammy  perspiration,  and  the  face  blanched 
and  cadaveric. 

An  attack  would  subside  gradually,  leaving  the  patient 
weak,  shaky,  the  icteric  condition  fully  developed,  and  the 
nervous  system  greatly  prostrated,  and  for  a  period  of  several 
days  the  man  would  be  perfectly  useless.  Even  too  frequent 
moving  about  in  bed,  while  recovering  from  one  of  these  par- 
oxysms, will  provoke  a  recurrence  of  the  attack  with  doubled 
severity. 

These  paroxysms  and  those  alluded*  to  as  taking  place  in  the 
stomach  need  to  be  distinguished.  The  stomach  attacks  were 
signalized  by  well-marked  symptoms  of  indigestion,  and  they 
sometimes  stood  as  a  cause  of  the  paroxysms  in  the  region  of 
the  gall-bladder,  and  the  latter  were  most  likely  to  occur  as  a 
result  of  undue  physical  labor.  The  stomach  was  frequently 
in  good  condition  when  this  cystic  trouble  was  most  severe ; 
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the  pain  in  the  stomach  was  asually  barning,  but  in 
was  almost  always  lancinating  and  decidedly  paroxysix] 
could  be  clearly  localised;  the  stomach  attacks  distil 
sequent  to  the  use  of  undigested  food,  the  cystic  p 
not  so.  Nausea  and  vomiting  often  accompanied  the 
suffering,  but  not  the  cystic ;  and  the  stomach  atta< 
left  no  jaundice,  but  the  cystic  paroxysms  always  left 
icterus. 

I  diagnosed  the  case  as  ulceration  of  the  stomach, 
approximating  schirrus,  and  of  biliary  calculi  in  the  | 
Between  the  cystic  attacks  he  was  very  costive,  and 
euonymus  and  hydrastis  for  the  ducts  and  upper  boi 
enemas  for  the  lower  bowels.  Used  a  liniment  of  lob 
verbascum  over  the  seat  of  pain  every  four  to  eight  i 
became  necessary.  At  times  the  kidneys  attempted 
plement  the  hepatic  function  and  needed  some  junip 
extract. 

The  stomach  would  often  feel  weighted  as  with  a  gre 
and  would  then  bear  a  littie  pteleo-pepsin  with  good]; 
tities  of  hydrastia  phosphate;  but  during  its  nearly  c 
times  of  sensitiveness  would 'endure  little  beyond  an  ii 
of  hydrastis.  Even  cold  water  was  then  very  unacce 
There  came  times  when  a  bad  quality  of  ulcerous  dis 
appeared  from  the  bowels,  and  then  myrrh  with  hydrasti 
relief.  I  could  never  do  much  with  the  nausea  and  voi 
except  to  enforce  the  utmost  quiet  and  apply  outwardly 
ment  of  verbascum  and  capsicum.  When  the  contents 
stomach  had  been  ejected,  this  viscus  would  settle  into  i 
ate  quiet  for  a  season.  * 

The  case  went  on  without  amendment  The  man  thouj 
must  work,  and  therefore  he  had  also  to  eat  heartily.  £ 
into  homoBopathic  hands  during  my  absence  the  past  m 
and  the  case  was  diagnosed  as  cancer  of  the  stomac! 
preparation  of  carbolic  acid  was  relied  on  principally  fc 
gastric  suffering.  It  came  into  my  hands  again  about  I 
1st.  All  the  symptoms  were  worse,  and  the  man  was  noj 
to  eat  enough  for  common  sustenance  without  soon  experiei 
fearful  agony.    He  could  do  no  labor  whatever,  and  wa^ 
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oondition  of  semi-Btaryation  with  great  emaciation.  I  did  what 
X  could  to  procure  some  relief  to  his  terrible  sufferings.  Yer- 
l3£iscum,  triturated  oil  of  lobelia  and  some  of  the  aromatics  did 
^ood  work  on  the  cystic  paroxysms ;  cypripedin  was  also  found 
^ood  here.  Euonymus  and  a  little  chelone  answered  well  in 
the  intervals.  Hydrastia,  myrrh  and  dioscorea  served  for  the 
stomach. 

His  ravenous  desire  for  nourishment  could  not  be  satisfied 
by  rectal  alimentation  and  led  him  to  occasional  excesses  in 
eating  with  their  train  of  fearful  consequences.     On  April  8th 
lie  indulged  in  one  of  these  debauches.    On  the  9th  well- 
marked  signs  of  peritonitis  appeared,  and  he  died  April  16th. 
Autopsy. — ^The  stomach  exhibited  an  ulcer  midway  from  the 
cardiac  extremity  to  the  pylorus,  undoubtedly  cancerous,  com- 
pletely perforated,  the  perforation  having  no  doubt  occurred 
on  April   9th.    The  gall-bladder  was  very  fragile,  and   there 
^were  more  than  fifty  biliary  calculi,  ranging  in  size  from  half 
a  pea  to  five  or  six  times  as  large,  all  more  or  less  sharply 
angulated. 

Oalesburgj  /«.— May  10, 1881. 


A  YOUTHFUL  MOTHER. 


Though  aware  of  the  many  oases  of  precocious  maternity 
reported  from  time  to  time  in  medical  literature,  yet,  as  I  can 
not  now  recall  to  mind  a  single  case  quite  so  juvenile  as  the 
following,  at  least  in  this  country,  I  report  it  as  evidence  of 
progress  in  obeying  the  command,  '^Multiply  and  replenish 
the  earth." 

On  May  10, 1880, 1  was  called  to  examine  Alice  Bradshaw 
(colored)  on  account  of  supposed  ascites,  yet  her  parents  were 
in  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  her  '^swelling,"  but  never  suspected 
pregnancy.  ^^  She's  got  the  dropsy,  we  think."  I  found  a  mere 
child,  whose  avoirdupois,  notwithstanding  her  increased  size, 
did  not  reach  seventy  five  pounds ;  in  height  about  four  feet, 
scant;  age,  according  to  the  produced  and  examined  family 
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record,  was  at  that  time  eleven  years  and  eight  months.  It 
required  but  a  few  minutes  of  abiominal  auscultation  and  pal- 
pitation, without  other  examination,  to  diagnose  pregnancy  in 
the  sixth  or  seventh  month. 

On  July  8th  I  was  sent  for  to  attend  her  in  labor.  Accom- 
panied with  a  complete  armamentarium  of  obstetrical,  together 
with  all  the  necessary  instruments  required  in  abdominal  sur- 
gery, I  repaired  to  the  house  of  my  patient  As  the  above 
inventory  of  ^^  aids  to  nature ''  plainly  indicate,  my  brain  was 
full  of  all  the  horrible  operations  ever  resorted  to  in  dystocia ; 
such  as  [1]  forceps-delivery,  [2J  laparo-elytrotomy,  [3]  cesarean 
section,  [4]  craniotomy,  [5]  cephalotripsy,  [6]  evisceration,  etc. 
The  impression  was,  judging  only  from  the  child's  appearance, 
that  a  full-termed  fetus  could  never  be  delivered  vai  natwrm; 
the  first  vaginal  examination  only  strengthened  this  impression ; 
[1]  the  vagina  was  so  small  and  rigid  as  to  admit  two  fingers 
with  difficulty,  and  [2]  the  pelvic  diameters  appeared  too  con- 
tracted to  permit  the  passage  of  a  fetus  further  advanced  than 
the  fourth  month.  But,  as  I  have  said  upon  several  occasions 
when  condemning  the  so  frequent  and  unnecessary  resort  to 
the  forceps,  ^^  Nature  is  the  safest  accoucheur,^'  and  that  only 
occasionally  will  she  prove  incapable  of  accomplishing  delivery 
in  any  case  of  normal  presentation,  at  least  without  any  other 
aid  than  the  well-oiled  hand  of  her  assistant,  the  physician. 

At  ^ny  rate  Alice  Bradshaw,  after,  it  is  true,  a  rather  pro- 
longed labor  of  fourteen  hours,  was  delivered  by  nature,  with 
no  other  aid  than  Drs.  Goodell  or  Tumipseed's  method  of  sup- 
porting the  perineum,  which  may  have  assisted  in  the  last 
stage  of  labor,  which  in  this  stage  was  the  most  difficult,  by 
raising  the  os  frontis  somewhat,  thereby  enabling  it  to  glide 
more  readily  over  the  fourchette,  and  thus  not  only  hasten  this 
stage,  but  prevent  perineal  rupture. 

The  child  weighed  seven  pounds,  male,  active  and  vigorous. 
At  the  biith  of  the  child,  July  9,  1880,  the  mother's  age  was 
exactly  eleven  years  and  ten  months,  less  one  day. 

I  have  attended  the  accouchment  of  three  other  young 
mothers,  two  white  and  one  colored ;  one  of  the  former  aged 
twelve  years  six  months,  the  other  thirteen  years  and   two 
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onths ;  the  latter  thirteen  years  and  four  months.  According 
>  the  record,  this  is  the  youngest  of  which  I  have  personal 
ciowledge.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
^oord,  as  it  has  been  kept  by  the  former  master  of  this  family; 
xx%  really  she  did  not  appear  so  old.  From  the  first  both 
xother  and  child  have  prospered,  and  the  latter  bids  fair  to  be 
,8  large  as  the  average  child. — Dr.  J,  P.  Thomas  in  Louisville 
If^.  News. 


OINOHONA  COLLECTORS  OF  COLOMBIA. 


Thb  solt  Colombia  bark  tree  is  met  with  most  frequently  in 
the  fertile  portions  of  the  forest  where  the  soil  is  mealy  and 
dry.     It  grows,  too,  but  more  sparingly,  in  stony  situations  with 
a  thin  covering  of  mould.    The  tree  shoots  up  in  general  rather 
slender,  but  to  a  great  height,  rising  often  above  the  majority  of 
forest  trees,  and.  is  recognized  by  the  collectors  at  a  distance, 
on  account  of  its  elevated  crown  of  compact  branches  clothed 
with  glossy  leaves  of  a  deep-green  color.    All  collectors  agree 
in  saying  that  many  dead  trees  still  standing  are  met  with  in 
the  forest.    But  the  land  is  in  many  places  rather  swampy. 
During  the  rainy  season  no  doubt  flat,  low-lying  portions  of 
forest  land  are  sometimes  inundated,  or  at  least  much  soaked. 
Such  circumstances  would  prove  injurious  to  those  valuable 
trees.    But  it  is  certain  that  in  favorable  localities  they  some- 
times attain  to  a  great  size.    The  tree  has  peculiarities  not 
possessed  by  any  other  quinine  producing  species.    The  epi- 
dermis or  outer  bark  resembles  in  appearance  that  of  a  beech 
tree,  and  does  not  crack  or  become  fisured,  so  that  there  is  not 
the  continual  wasting  process  going  on  by  the  sep.iration  of 
dry,  hard  scales  or  flakes  of  bark  from  the  outer  surface,  as  is 
commonly  the  case  with  most  trees.    Another  important  fact  is 
that  the  bark  in  drying  loses  less  in  weight  than  any  other  sort 
of  bark.     On  account  of  its  eoft,  friable  texture  it  is  easily 
reduced  to  a  powder. 

The  bark  collectors  are  mostly  Indians,  and  inhabit  the  banks 
of  streams  or  rivers  which  flow  from  the  foot  of  the  eastern 
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Cordillera,  and  afterward  fall  into  the  various  tribataries  of  the 
Amazon.  When  going  in  search  of  bark  they  proceed  to  the 
summits  of  the  neighboring  hills,  where,  on  finding  one  or 
more  trees,  they  erect  a  thatched  roof  of  palm  leaves,  twelve 
or  fourteen  feet  in  height,  underneath  which  is  made  a  platform 
(barhacoa)  of  wicker-work.  Over  this  the  bark  is  spread  to  a 
depth  of  five  or  six  inches,  and  is  turned  and  moved  aboat 
frequently.  From  four  to  six  moderate  fires  are  lighted,  on  the 
ground  underneath,  and  kept  constantly  burning  until  the  bark 
is  dry,  which  is  usually  in  the  space  of  three  or  four  days.  When 
the  quantity  of  bark  collected  during  the  excursion  is  small, 
the  collector  takes  it  home  and  dries  it  on  the  loft  immediately 
above  the  fireplace  used  for  cooking.  If  at  any  time  ansnc* 
cessful  in  finding  bark  he  is  not  much  disconcerted,  as  the 
streams  and  rivers  near  his  abode  abound  with  fish,  which,  with 
mandioc  or  plantain,  suffice  for  his  daily  wants. 

A  collector  on  going  in  search  of  bark  is  generally  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  or  one  or  two  of  his  sons.  They  are  usually 
absent  eight  or  ten  days,  and  on  returning  bring  with  them 
about  six  arrohas  of  dry  bark.  This  they  can  sell  at  Saa  Sebas> 
tian  at  the  rate  £l  5s  per  arroha  of  25  lbs.  On  their  return  to 
the  forest  they  frequently  take  with  them  a  quantity  of  coca, 
salt,  and  a  few  other  articles  for  disposal  or  barter,  so  that  this 
is  another  source  by  which  good  profits  are  made  by  the  journey. 
Of  course,  it  is  only  Indians,  born  in  and  accustomed  to  those 
regions,  who  can  accommodate  themselves  to  the  hardsiiipa  of 
wild  forest  life. 
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DIED  OF  A  MORTGAGE. 


Will  Carlton,  in  his  volumes  of  "  Farm  Ballads  "  and  •*  Farm 
Legends,"  has  made  a  very  happy  use  of  rhyme  in  depicting 
the  customs  and  thoughts  of  country  life ;  and  in  conveying 
much  solid  sense  mixed  with  a  peculiar  dry  humor.  His  latest 
book,  ^^  Farm  Festivals,"  published  by  the  Harpers,  and  admir- 
ably illustrated,  is  even  better  than  the  two  that  preceded  ii. 
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art  of  one  of  its  tales,  showing  how  a  thrifty  young  farmer 
eoame  disheartened,  took  to  drink,  and  fell  to  a  common 
ramp,  may  be  quoted: 

i^'Hcn  one  gets  land-hungry,  strange  how  ravenous  one  can  be, 
r>vasn't  long  before  I  wanted  all  the  land  that  I  could  see; 
•o  I  bought  another  eighty  (not  foreboding  any  harm), 
i  nd  for  that  and  some  down  money,  put  a  mortgage  on  my  farm. 
riien  I  bought  another  forty,  hired  some  cash  to  fix  up  new, 
V.nd  to  buy  a  covered  carriage — and  of  course  the  mortgage  grew. 

rVe  worked  through  spring  and  winter,  through  summer  and  through 
fall, 

But  that  mortgage  worked  the  hardest  and  the  steadiest  of  us  all; 

Lt  worked  on  night  and  Sundays,  it  worked  each  holiday, 

[t  settled  down  among  us,  and  it  never  went  away. 

Whatever  we  kept  from  it  seemed  almost  as  bad  as  theft; 

It  watched  us  every  minute,  and  it  ruled  us  right  and  left, 

The  rust  and  blight  were  with  us  sometimes,  and  sometimes  not ; 

The  dark-browed,  scowling  mortgage  was  forever  on  the  spot. 

The  weevil  and  the  cut-worm,  they  went  as  well  as  cam^--^ 

The  mortgage  staid  forever,  eating  hearty  all  the  same*. 

It  nailed  up  every  wmdow,  stood  guard  at  every  door, 

And  happiness  and  sunshine  made  their  home  with  us  i)Q  more 4 

Till,  with  failing  crops  and  sickness,  we  got  stalled  upon  the  grade, 

There  came  a  dark  day  on  which  the  interest  wasn't  paid ; 

And  there  came  a  sharp  foreclosure,  and  I  kind  o'  lost  my  hold, 

And  grew  weary  and  discouraged,  and  the  farm  was  cheaply  sold. 

The  children  left  and  scattered  when  they  hardly  yet  were  grown ; 
My  wife  she  pined  and  perished,  an'  I  found  myself  alone-^ 
What  she  died  of  was  -'a  mystery,"  an*  the  doctors  never  knew. 
But  1  knew  she  died  of  mortgage^  just  as  well's  I  wanted  to. 
If  to  trace  a  hidden  sorrow  were  within  the  doctor's  art, 
They'd  ha'  found  a  mortgage  lying  on  that  woman's  broken  heart. 
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Chlorate  of  Potassium — Its  Dangerous  Use. — Dr.  A.  Jacobi 
writes :  After  all  the  previous  remarks,  the  practical  point  I 
wish  to  make  is  this,  that  chlorate  of  potassium  is  by  no  means 
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an  indifferent  remedy ;  that  it  can  prove  and  has  proved  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  in  a  number  of  instances,  producing  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  diseases — acute  nephritis.  We  are  not  very 
careful  in  regard  to  the  doses  of  alkalies  in  general ;  but  in 
regard  to  the  chlorate  we  ought  to  be  very  particular — the  more 
so,  as  the  drug,  from  its  well-known,  either  authentic  or  alleged 
effects,  has  risen  or  descendei  into  the  ranks  of  popular  medi- 
cines.  Chlorate  of  potassium  or  sodium  is  used,  perhaps,  more 
than  any  other  drug  I  am  aware  of.  Its  doses,  in  domestic 
administration,  are  not  weighed,  but  estimated ;  it  is  not  bought 
by  the  dram  or  ounce,  but  by  the  ten  or  twenty  cents'  worth. 
It  is  given  indiscriminately  to  young  and  old,  for  days  or  even 
weeks,  for  the  public  are  more  given  to  taking  hold  of  a  remedy 
than  to  heed  warnings.  Besides,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that 
*  acute  nephritis  is  a  much  more  frequent  occurrence  now  than  it 
was  twenty  years  ago.  Chronic  nephritis  is  certainly  met  with 
much  more  frequently  than  formerly ;  and  I  know  that  many 
a  death-certificate  ought  to  bear  the  inscription  of  nephritis 
instead  of  meningitis,  convulsions,  or  acute  pulmonary  oedema. 
Why  is  that?  Partly,  assuredly,  because,  for  twenty  years  past, 
diphtheria  has  given  rise  to  numerous  cases  of  nephritis; 
partly,  however,  I  am  afraid,  because  of  the  recklessness  with 
which  chlorate  of  potassium  has  become  a  popular  remedy. — 
Louisville  Med»  News* 


PoDOPHYLLiN  ON  Taste. — A  Lattcet  correspondent  says  that 
small  and  repeated  doses  of  podophyliin  will  so  affect  the 
nerves  of  taste  that  one  food  can  not  be  distinguished  from 
another.  A  gentleman  took  one-thirtielh  of  a  grain  three  times 
a  day,  and  very  soon  found  his  tongue  and  the  adjacent  glands 
much  swollen,  profusjB  salivation,  and  an  entire  abolition  of 
the  sense  of  taste. 


Disturbing  Prescription  Clerks. — A  correspondent  of  the 
Druggists  Circular  has  some  sensible  remarks  on  the  common 
habit  of  compelling  prescription  clerks  to  wait  on  customers  or 
attend  to  other  business  while  engaged  in  filling  a  prescription. 
He  may  forget  that  an  article  in  the  prescription  had  been 
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elded  before  he  left  the  counter,  and  so  repeat  it  If  a  poison 
s  being  dispensed,  the  sequel  might  be  anything  but  happy^ 
3^e  contends  that  this  clerk,  usually  too  much  crowded,  should 
lot  have  his  attention  diverted  for  one  moment  while  occupied 
it;  the  prescription  desk. 


OxALis  AcETOSELLA  AS  A  Oaustio. — Dr.  Edgar  Eltinge  thinks 

bighly  of  the  expressed,  inspissated  juice  of  wood- sorrel  as  a 

caustic.     He  has  successfully  used  it  on  his  own  lips  to  remove 

an  epithelioma.    Three  successive  applications  were  made  at 

intervals  of  twelve  hours  each,  which  are  sufficient  to  entirely 

destroy  the   growth;    the  resulting  eschar  separated  on   the 

eighth  day,  leaving  a  healthy,  granulating  surface,  which  rapidly 

healed.     Not  a  drop  of   blood  was  produced.     A  previous 

attempt  had  been  made  to  destroy  the  disease  with  chloride- 

of  zinc  paste,  but  the  excessive  haemorrhage  prevented  its 

thorough  application.    After  the  use  of  the  wood- sorrel,  the 

glandular  tumefactions  rapidly  subsided ;  and  now,  at  the  end 

of  two  years,  there  is  no  sign  of  a  return.    The  pain  produced 

by  this  caustic  is  intense,  but  the  duration  did  not  exceed  half 

an  hour  after  each  application. 

(That  item  of  nev)%  is  seventy  years  old  among  our  people.) 


Substitute  for  India  Rubber. — A  German  substitute  for 
rubber,  said  to  possess  the  valuable  qualities  of  this  article,  is 
offered  at  a  low  cost.  Its  preparation  is  described  by  the 
Scientific  American.  Equal  parts  of  hemp  oil  and  coal-tar  oil 
are  mixed  and  heated  over  steam  for  several  hours  to  a  point 
between  252  and  258  F.  Wien  it  becomes  ductile,  one  part  of 
boiled  linseed  is  added,  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  of  ozokerite, 
and  some  spermaceti.  It  is  again  heated  for  some  hours,  then 
from  seven  to  twelve  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  and  the  whole  cast 
into  moulds  the  same  as  caoutchouc. 


Strychnia  vs.  Alcohol. — Among  the  numerous  mysteries  in 
medical  science  ''which  no  fellow  can  understand,  you  know," 
is  how  one  poison  can  antagonize  the  physiological  damages 
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wrought  by  another  poison.  If  a  man  is  poisoned  by  opium, 
he  is  to  be  cured  by  belladonna ;  if  poisoned  by  belladonna, 
he  is  to  be  cured  by  an  opiate.  So  say  the  modem  savansin 
medicine ;  making  the  process  look  somewhat  like  the  monkey 
trying  to  divide  the  cheese  between  the  two  cats  till  he  ate 
it  all.  The  latest  "  wrinkle "  is  that  strychnia  antagonizes 
alcohol,  and  so  cures  drunkenness  and  delirium  tremens.  Hence 
the  presence  of  strj'^chnine  in  whisky  is  a  scientific  recom- 
tmendation  of  its  harmlessness. 


Poisonous  Principle  in  Podophyllin. — Our  friends  have  long 
known  that  we  have  been  distinctly  unfriendly  to  podophyllum 
and  podophyllin.  It  has  been  cur  belief  that  the  mayapple 
and  its  preparations  are  not  sanative.  For  this  we  have  been 
held  as  rather  "  ultra,"  but  we  always  prefer  to  err  on  the  side 
of  safety,  and  so  have  laid  aside  this  drug  for  about  twenty 
years.  Confirmation  of  our  objections  to  it  now  come  to  us 
«from  France.  Careful  pharmaceutical  manipulation  has  found 
several  different  substances,  both  in  the  root  of  the  podophyl. 
lum  and  in  the  podophylline.  One  of  these  is  called  podo- 
phyllo-toxine.  It  is  a  colorless  substance,  only  slightly  soluble 
in  water,  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  of  a  bitter  taste  and  intensely 
poisonous.  The  three-hundredth  part  of  a  grain  will  kill  a  cat 
in  a  few  minutes;  and  larger  animals,  as  dogs,  are  killed 
quickly  by  the  same  minute  quantity.  Pharmaceutical  investi- 
gation thus  completely  justifies  clinical  experience.  We  have 
alij^ays  felt  convinced  that  clinical  observations,  justly  made 
are  by  far  the  most  reliable  guide  in  judging  the  properties  of 
any  agent;  and  have  never  known  a  failure  in  the  rules  lor 
judging  between  poisons  and  sanative  remedies  which  we  laid 
down  in  the  P.M.  Dispensatory.  Of  course,  we  do  not  object 
when  pharmaceutical  analyses  confirm  these  rules  in  any  given 
drug. 


A  Pleasant  Purgative. — M.  Ferraud  commends  the  following 

'.when  a  laxative   is   needed  in  phthisis:   Calcined  magnesia, 

.half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm ;  manna,  two  drachms ;  give  in  warm 

water  or  tea.    It  may  also  be  formed  into  an  electuary  with  a 

suitable  quantity  of  honey. 
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Chian  Turpentine. — ^The  marvelous  reports  of  cancer  cures 
made  by  Dr.  Olay,  of  England,  gave  a  shock  of  exhilaration  to 
the   lovers  of  the  marvelous.    Subsequent  failures  were  attri- 
buted to  the  use  of  a  spurious  article ;  so  each  particular  drug 
importer  and  large  dealer  hastened  to  announce  that  he  had 
the    "  only  genuine."     Now   the   Medical   Committee   of  the 
Middlesex  (England)  Hospital  unanimously  pass  a  resolution 
not  to  buy  any  more,  for  '*  the  resulte  of  a  prolonged  and  * 
careful  trial  of  Chian  turpentine  in  the  treatment  of  cancer 
prove  the  drug  to  be  quite  useless  in  the  treatment  of  the 
disease."    Surgeon  Henry  Morris,  of  that  hospital,  furnishes 
the  London  Lancet  a  report  of  several  cases  in  which  he  used 
it  in  vain.    He  says :  "  I  am  not  able  to  report  a  single  symp- 
tom over  which  the  drug  seems  to  exercise  an  influence.     It 
can  not  be  relied  upon  to  assuage  pain,  to  diminish  or  alter  the 
character  of  the  discharges,  to  check  haemorrhage,  or  promote 
the  destruction  of  the  growth  by  ulceration  or  sloughing.  After 
a  long  and  careful  trial,  the  conclusion  forced  upon  me  is  that, 
as  a  cure  for  cancer,  Chian  turpentine  is  utterly  valueless." 


BoRAcic  Acid  in  Eye  Diseases. — Dr.  S.  Theobald,  in  the 
Medical  Record^  speaks  in  the  warmest  terms  of  the  use  of 
boracic  acid  in  various  affections  of  the  eye.  It  diminishes 
purulent  and  muco-purulent  discharges,  and  acts  as  a  mild 
antiseptic ;  hence  he  finds  it  especially  valuable  in  purulent 
conjunctivitis,  gonorrheal  ophthalmia,  granular  and  hyperaemic 
conditions  of  the  lids  and  catarrhal  disorders.  He  commends 
it  also  in  corneal  congestions  and  ulcerations,  in  ulceration  of 
the  tarsi,  etc.  A  solution  of  from  two  to  four  or  more  grains 
to  the  ounce  may  be  used  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  but  it  is, 
he  says,  perfectly  safe,  and  may  be  used  much  stronger  and 
oftener  if  necessary.  An  ointment  for  the  lids  may  be  formed 
of  ten  grains  to  a  drachm  of  simple  cerate. 


Vaccinium  Repens. — ^This  variety  of  the  cranberry,  which 
resembles  the  uva  ursi,  is  spoken  of  as  being  an  active  diu- 
retic.   Dr.  E.  A.  Anderson,  in  the   North   Carolina  Medical 
Journal^  says  a  Iree  use  of  a  decoction  of  the  leaves  is  foU 
owed  by  abundant  diuresis. 
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Adultebated  Drugs. — ^This  question  is  agitating  the  profes- 
sion. In  the  desire  to  buy  drugs  cheap,  the  most  trade  goes  to 
that  house  which  will  offer  the  lowest  figures.  These  are  too 
often  based  on  the  greater  amount  of  adulteration  practiced; 
the  honest  seller  of  pure  articles  not  being  able  to  compete 
with  his  neighbor  who  adulterates.  How  to  prevent  such 
frauds  is  a  difficult  question  indeed. 
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Transplanting  Muscle  Tissue. — ^The  art  of  transplanting  skin 
has  now  grown  into  a  most  successful  one,  and  is  a  great  surgi- 
cal boon  to  man.  Gluck,  of  Austria,  has  been  experimeating 
upon  transplantations  of  nerve  tissue,  and  has  found  this,  also, 
to  be  quite  possible.  He  has  lately  been  testing  the  probability 
of  transplanting  sections  of  muscular  tissue,  and  has  found 
good  hopes  of  succeeding.  His  trials  have  been  upon  chickens. 
In  one  attempt  he  took  out  a  portion  of  the  gastrocnemius 
from  one  chicken  and  replaced  it  by  a  corresponding  section 
from  another.  Union  proceeded,  and  after  forty  days  the  full 
function  of  the  muscle  was  restored. 


Detection  op  Feigned  Epilepsy. — It  has  always  been  quite 
difficult  to  detect  an  assumed  attack  of  epilepsy,  which  is 
occasionally  attempted  by  malingerers.  The  Journal  of  In- 
sanity gives  a  basis  for  such  diagnosis.  For  a  minute  or  more 
after  an  epileptic's  return  to  consciousness  there  is  alternate 
dilation  and  contraction  of  the  iris,  as  also  during  the  staring 
moments  of  seizure ;  but  a  malingerer  can  not  show  this,  which 
is  most  marked  in  a  bright  light 


A  Simple  Explanation. — Dr.  Brown,  of  Edinburgh,  while 
in  the  grounds  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  met  one  of  the  inmates, 
who  said:  "  You  don't  know  me."  "  No;  who  are  you?"  said 
the  Doctor.  "I  am  Moses,  the  law-giver,"  was  the  reply.  Ex- 
pressing his  pleasure  at  meeting  so  distinguished  a  person,  the 
Doctor  continued  his  walk,  and  soon  fell  in  again  with  this 
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patient,  who  said :  "  You  don't  know  me."  "  No ;  who  are 
you  ? "  said  the  Doctor.  "  I  am  the  Emperor  Napoleon,"  was 
the  lunatic's  reply.  "  But,"  said  Dr.  B.,  "  it  was  only  fifteen 
iDinutes  ago  that  you  told  me  you  was  Moses,  the  law  giver." 
Certainly,"  replied  the  lunatic,  "that  was  by  another  mother." 


&c 


Determining  Death. — M.  Peyraud,  France,  says  that  real 
death  may  be  known  from  trance  or  other  apparent  death  by 
the  application  of  Vienna  paste  or  other  strong  caustic.  If  no 
eschar  is  produced,  or  if  this  is  yellow  or  transparent,  the 
person  is  indeed  dead ;  but  if  the  eschar  is  black  or  reddish- 
brown,  he  is  living. 


Chloroform  and  Ether. — ^The  relative  dangers  of  these  two 
anaesthetics  has  been  shown  thus  by  Mr,  Newman:  Chloroform 
stops  the  pulmonary  circulation  in  75  seconds;  and  to  restore  it 
requires  600  cubic  centimeters  of  air  and  720  seconds.  Ether, 
in  ten  times  the  quantity,  stops  the  pulmonary  circulation  in 
in  270  seconds ;  and  to  restore  it  requires  but  200  cubic  centi- 
meters of  air  and  180  seconds. 


Nerve- Stretching  in  Neuralgia.— Dr.  Schuster,  Bremen,  in 
a  case  of  very  persistent  neuralgia,  exposed  the  nerve,  dis- 
sected out  from  its  hyperaemic  sheath,  and  stretched  it  by 
digital  force.  For  three  days  there  were  severe  lancinating 
pains;  no  pain  on  the  fourth  day,  and  not  a  moment  of  neu- 
ralgia since. 


Editorial   Department. 


DIPLOMAS  AND  PROFESSORSHIPS  WANTED. 


"Mr.  W.  H.  Cook,  M.  D.  Dear  Friend  Doctor  I  am  sorrej  to 
say  I  did  not  get  to  see  you  when  at  your  place  and  to  Le?  rn 
of  your  111  health ;  Hoping  that  by  this  time  you  are  at  work 
51  gan  in  the  class :  I  think  I  will  be  down  to  see  you  a  gan  in 
a  short  time  if  I  well  a  nuff  posted  would  like  to  worke  in 
some  one  of  our  colleges  next  winter  on  materia  medica  or 
surgeory  as  I  want  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  keep  our  colleges 
up  and  prospering  I  dont  care  as  for  the  great  a  mount  of 
money  maid  but  see  the  Bisiness  in  our  cause  go  on  and  Be 
advancing  Doctor  if  you  would  hapen  to  have  a  vacant  place 
on  Either  of  these  to  Branches  of  studdy  I  will  take  Either  one 
(>f  them  If  I  can  make  my  Bord  while  at  the  Turm  Leet  me 
hnow  soon  in  Re:erence  to  this  well  doctor  I  have  a  noble 
l^ractise  here  Mud  am  diewing  as  well  as  1  wish  to  do  Eney 
where  Hoping  to  Here  from  you  soon  I  remain  yours  Respect- 
1  uUy,  T.  L.  Hickman,  M.  D." 

Of  many  offers  to  be  Professor,  this  is  the  latest.  We  never 
saw  this  generous  young  M.  D.  from  North  Baltimore ;  but  he 
was  "  at  our  place  "  last  winter,  and  gave  out  that  he  had 
come  to  lecture  for  us  while  we  were  sick.  He  took  about  half 
a  "  Turm  "  at  another  college  two  years  ago.  From  twenty-six 
years  of  experience,  we  are  confident  he  would  not  more  than 
make  his  "  Bord  "  at  lecturing.  But  the  "  to  Branches  of 
studdy"  he  names  are  not  vacant  with  us.  Perhaps  he  had 
better  start  another  college ;  for  there  are  so  many  men  who 
want  to  display  their  names  as  *'  Professor,"  that  a  college  in 
every  county  would  scarcely  accommodate  them.  It  will  not 
be  of  the  least  consequence  whether  the  "  cause  "  needs  the 
colleges  or  whether  there  are  enough  students  to  fill  them,  so 
long  as  the  ambitious  gentlemen  get  the  coveted  title.    As  the 
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Institute  can  not  find  an  opening  for  this  man,  perhaps  he  will 
attend  that  mass  convention  and  help  to  "dictate  rules  to 
govern"  us  all,  so  as  to  make  sure  of  having  "  the  Bisiness  in 
our  cause  go  on  and  Bo  advancing."  He  has  shown  his  intel- 
lectual capacity  by  publishing  one  number  of  a  "jurnel," 
mostly  of  selections  from  our  Recorder  passed  off  as  his  own. 


''  Dean  Physio  Medical  Instituti^  Dear  Doctor  :  I  thought 
I  would  write  you  a  few  lines  relative  to  college,  do  you  grant 
honary  degrees.  I  am  a  graduate  of  several  of  the  best  Eclec- 
tic schools  in  this  country.  I  have  filled  the  chair  of  anatomy 
in  two  Eclectic  colleges,  therefore  I  write  to  you  will  you  grant 
me  an  honary  degree.  I  am  getting  old  in  the  cause  and  expect 
soon  to  gow  to  a  better  country.  I  have  a  track  of  land  that 
cost  me  ten  thousand  dollars  if  it  will  be  of  any  benefit  to  the 
cause  I  will  give  it  to  you  for  the  benefit  of  the  college  hoping 
to  hear  from  you  soon  I  am  yours  in  the  cause  of  progress. 

"A.  T.  Piper,  M.  D." 

This  from  Kansas.  Why  should  such  a  venerable  man,  with 
80  many  diplomas,  and  whose  '*  sands  of  life  have  nearly  run 
out,"  want  our  <' honary  diploma?"  What  good  would  it  do 
him  in  that  country  he  "  expects  soon  to  gow  to  ? "  Searching 
for  information  about  this  venerable  doctor,  we  find  him  in  the 
list  of  Buchanan  graduates  of  1880.  He  was  then  in  Missouri, 
but  the  law  has  probably  driven  him  out.  Tlie  Kansas  law  is 
likely  to  drive  him  again,  unless  he  can  get  some  college  to 
give  him  an  "honary  diploma"  for  his  $10,000  "track  c' 
land." 


"  Prop.  Cook.  Dear  Sir  :  Rev.  J.  B.  Lucas,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  Meth.  P.  Church,  has  written  to  me 
several  times  in  regard  to  his  completion  of  medical  studies 
with  reference  to  graduation.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  his  way, 
however,  in  regard  to  his  sparing  time  now  to  attend  lectures. 
I  have  written  him  that  it  is  the  practice  in  Europe,  especially 
on  the  Contenent,  to  graduate  on  merit,  and  award  degrees  to 
those  who  honor  their  examinations.  But  m  America  the 
practice  is  to  require  one  or  two  courses  of  lecture  attendance, 
and  much  less  attention  is  given  to  attainments.  Therefore  I 
supposed  that  he  would  be  required  to  attend  the  Lectures, 
whatever  might  be  his  attainments  in  Medical  Science.  *    * 
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I  know  him  to  be  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  intelligent 
gentlemen  known  to  me  in  all  the  range  of  my  acquaintance. 
He  IS  of  too  high  sense  of  honor  or  propriety  to  suggest,  even, 
anything  improper  in  such  connection  as  this.  Very  respect- 
fully, J.  KOST." 

This,  and  more,  from   one  who   caused  Physio-Medicalism 
great  trouble  thirty  years  ago.    He  is  now  a  professor  in  a 
Methodist  Protestant  College,  and  we  believe  is  in  the  ministry. 
The  Rev.  J.  B.  Lucas  is  called  a  D.  D,,  who  does  not  intend  to 
quit  his  ministerial  labors,  but  desires  authority  for  his  kindiv 
medical  services  to  the  afflicted,  as  if  anything  on  earth  could 
hinder  a  minister  in  such  acts  of  humanity.    J.  K.  wanted  him 
to  "patronize"  this  college.    Thousands  would  patronize  it  on 
the  same  terms  of  being  unable  to  "  spare  time  to  attend  lec- 
tures," and  procuring  its  diplomas  with  but  little  "  attention 
to  real  attainments."    The  statement  as  to  the  European  col- 
leges is  new!    We  gave  J.  K.  an  inkling  of  what  we  require  of 
graduates,  by  asking  him  how  much  study  this  "  Rev."  had 
given  to  anatomy,  chemistry,  analysis,  dissections,  practical 
obstetrics,  our  materia  medica,  etc.,  during  the  twenty  years  he 
claimed  to  have  been  a  medical  student.    Also  who  were  the 
M.  D.'s  (Stebbins  and  Ball)  who  gave  the  Rev.  such  a  glowing 
commendation,  when  they  graduated,  and  where.    John  Kost 
presently  saw  what  we  meant,  flew  into  a  passion,  spoke  dis- 
paragingly of  our  graduates,  considered  the  Rev.  as  at  least  the 
moral  and  scientific  peer  of  the  P'aculty,  and  found  himself 
very  "sensitive"  because  the  diploma  had  not  at  once  been 
issued  on  his  mere  request,  according  to  what  he  termed  "  the 
amenities  of   the   profession."     "He  was   complimenting  us 
rather  than  asking  a  favor,"   he  said,  which  reminded  us  of 
the  fox  who  knew  the  grapes  were  sour  when  he  could  not 
get  them. 

But  J.  K.  had  sent  our  letter  on  to  the  Rev.;  and  the  latter 
wrote  us  that  he  knew  all  about  those  queries,  and  the  M.  D/s 
who  recommended  him  '^  are  graduates  of  regular  medical  col- 
leges." He  asks  "if  it  will  be  required,  under  the  circum- 
stances, for  him  to  be  present,"  showing  that  he  expected  the 
diploma  without  any  examination,  but  for  so  much  money.    As 
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J.  K.  said,  "  The  only  question  is,  as  to  formn  and  precedents.'*^ 
Xlie  Rev.  says  he  "  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  it "  in  a 
position  he  was  about  to  apply  for;  that  it  had  been  '*  offered 
elsewhere,"  but  John  Kost  had  "recommended   this  Institu- 
tion."   He  says:  "I  would  be  greatly  favored  by  the  compli- 
ments of  your  noble  Institution,  and  you  would  be  compen- 
sated should  you  grant  the  favor."    It  was  not  a  question  of 
inj^ormation^  but  of  purchase  moneys  that  this  Rev.  had  gone 
to  Michigan  to  get  John  Kost  to  propose ;  though  he  had  not 
izccepted  a  diploma  when  "  offered  elsewhere."    Was  not  this 
statement  a  sheer  falsehood?    The  M.  D.'s  who  so  hotly  recom- 
mended him  were  of  the  straight  Buchanan  stripe,  and  yet  the 
Rev.  asserted  they  were  "graduates  of  regular  medical  col- 
leges."   Was  not  this  also  a  deliberate  falsehood  ?    Was  John 
Kost  aware  of  these  things ;  and  was  he  in  such  close  confidence 
with  the  Rev.  as  to  expect  a  share  of  the  '*  compensation  "  if 
he  succeeded  in  getting  a  diploma  from  the  Institute  ? 

This  "Rev.  J.  B.  Lucas"  lives  in  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  The 
Philadelphia  Record  of  July  l7,  1880,  which  exposed  the 
diploma  business  of  Buchanan,  gives  him  as  one  among  some 
fifty  men  whose  letters  were  captured  when  Buchanan  was 
arrested.  The  Rev.  man  of  titles  "asks  that  his  name  be  kept 
out  of  catalogue,"  says  the  Record.  He  failed  to  get  the 
diploma  that  had  been  "  offered  elsewhere,"  simply  because 
Buchanan  was  in  prison.  Then  he  turns  to  John  Kost,  in 
Michigan,  and  writes  him  "  several  times,"  and  enlists  J.  K. 
as  his  champion  to  obtain  a  diploma  for  which  he  proposes 
"  compensation."  And  J.  K.  vouches  for  his  "  high  sense  of 
honor,"  and  as  one  whose  "position  in  society  is  a  safeguard," 
who  "stands  a  peer  to  those  who  are  foremost  among  the 
clergy  of  the  large  cities."  God  save  the  cities  by  some  other 
means  than  the  clergy,  if  this  title-hunting  "  Rev.  J.  B.  Lucas, 
D.  D.,"  is  any  sample  of  them.  He  and  Prof.  John  Kost  are  a 
precious  couple  of  "  peers "  to  represent  the  honor  of  the 
"Meth.  P.  Church." 
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THE  NEW  PENNSYLVANIA  LAW. 


On  June  8,  1881,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  approved 
^he  new  Medical  Law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 
It  is  entitled :  "A  Law  for  the  Begistration  of  Practitioners  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,"  and  embraces  the  followiog  features : 

Every  person  who  shall  offer  to  practice  any  branch  of  medi- 
cine or  surgery  for  gain,  or  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
accept  any  fee  or  reward  for  services  as  a  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine or  surgery,  must  ^^  be  a  graduate  of  a  legally  chartered 
medical  college  or  university  having  the  authority  to  confer  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  medicine," 

The  diploma  must  be  presented,  and  a  true  copy  famished 
the  county  notary  and  sworn  to.  All  names  are  to  be  regis- 
tered, affidavits  filed,  and  places  of  business  entered.  Those 
who,  without  a  diploma,  have  practiced  in  the  State  since  1871, 
are  allowed  to  continue  on  making  a  sworn  statement  of  these 
facts.  Any  person  failing  in  these  requirements,  or  ofiering  a 
diploma  that  has  been  obtained  fraudulently,  or  one  that  is  in 
whole  are  in  part  a  forgery,  shall  be  fined  $100,  or  imprisoned 
for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  suffer  both  punishments  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

This  law  has  several  commendable  features.  It  does  not 
discriminate  between  systems  of  medicine,  nor  give  any  man's 
convictions  into  the  keeping  of  a  Board  of  Health,  which  may 
have  personal  interests  in  stopping  his  practice.  Every  fair 
and  honest  graduate  stands  on  the  same  terms;  and  one  system 
has  no  extra  privileges  by  which  it  can  annoy,  hamper,  demean 
or  professionally  destroy  other  systems. 

It  does  not  hinder  any  one  from  doing  good  to  a  neighbor  on 
occasion,  or  from  receiving  pay  for  services  as  a  nurse  or  for 
medicines  furnished.  But  when  any  one  sets  up  publicly  for  a 
physician,  it  demands  honest  evidence  that  he  has  prepared 
himself  reasonably  for  taking  care  of  the  lives  of  other  people. 
This  protects  society  from  corrupt  charlatans;  and  the  State 
is  in  duty  bound  to  protect  its  citizens  from  such  just  as  it 
protects  them  from  thieves,  incendiaries,  abortionists,  man- 
slayers  and  other  dangerous  characters.  Any  man  of  decent 
reputation,  who  desires  to  become  a  physician,  can  now  get  a 
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citable  education,  and  will  find  friends  to  help  him  if  he  needs 
elp  and  deserves  it.  Only  those  who  desire  to  handle  human 
1©  without  being  competent  will  complain  of  this  reasonable 

This  law  leaves  it  to  the  courts  to  judge  whether  a  diploma 
lias  been  obtained  fraudulently."  A  mere  purchased  docu- 
aent,  obtained  by  money  and  not  by  time  diligently  spent  in 
getting  a  suitable  education,  is  manifestly  fraudulent.  A  college 
nay  possess  the  broadest  charter  in  the  world,  yet  its  creden- 
ials  would  be  open  frauds,  issued  in  the  name  of  the  State,  if 
t  failed  to  provide  a  full  education  and  issued  diplomas  for 
noney.  Dr.  Curtis  had  a  most  valid  charter,  yet  for  eighteen 
/^ears  his  preferred  instruction  was  the  veriest  sham.  He  alone 
issued  and  signed  what  he  called  diplomas.  He  offered  his 
iocuments  for  sale  to  any  man  who  would  give  the  money ;  if 
he  could  not  get  $60,  he  would  take  less.  He  once  offered  to 
•'graduate"  the  whole  class  of  the  P.-M.  Institute  (seniors  and 
juniors)  for  $18  a  head;  and  he  published  the  list  of  questions 
that  would  satisfy  him,  and  the  place  where  the  answers  might 
be  found  in  his  book.  The  man  is  dead ;  but  these,  his  works, 
'^  live  after  him,"  and  are  a  standing  fraud  upon  the  public  and 
a  curse  to  his  profession.  The  Pennsylvania  law  enables  the 
courts  to  puncture  all  such  frauds,,  and  to  fine  and  imprison  men 
offering  such  diplomas. 

Another  good  feature  of  this  law  is  its  punishment  for  offer- 
ing diplomas  that  are  wholly  are  in  part  forgeries.  The  amount 
of  forgery  done  in  this  matter  of  diplomas  is  simply  astounding. 
Men  boldly  offer  to  sell  copies  of  diplomas  from  any  college  in 
the  land,  and  find  numerous  purchasers.  The  diplomat  of  the 
Physio-Medical  Institute  have  been  thus  forged  a  number  of 
times;  and,  as  the  public  has  no  means  of  detecting  this  fact, 
the  documents  appear  as  genuine,  the  Institute  suffers  from 
the  known  incompetency  of  the  scoundrels,  and  we  have  no 
means  of  reaching  and  punishing  them.  In  one  instance,  a  man 
honestly  earned  and  received  his  diploma,  erased  from  it  his 
own  name  and  inserted  that  of  an  incompetent  brother,  while 
in  his  own  office  hangs  one  of  Dr.  Curtis'  purchased  documents. 
The  Pennsylvania  law  demands  the  production  of  the  diploma 
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and  the  deposit  of  a  certified  copy  thereof.  If  a  forgery  is 
attempted  the  court  has  in  its  hands  the  means  of 'hunting  U 
down.  The  prosecutor  gets  one-half  the  fine,  and  if  the  forger 
flee  to  another  State  a  requisition  will  bring  him  back  to  Penn- 
sylvania, Such  a  law  will  soon  clear  a  State  of  these  rogues 
and  ^ill  protect  the  people  and  all  honest  colleges. 


EXPLANATORY. 


An  attack  of  combined  erysipelas  and  pneumonia  well-nigh 

ended  our  days  last  winter.     Of  necessity,  the  Qazettb  was 

suspended  for  the  time.     We  were  too  feeble  to  resume  its 

publication  till  near  the  end  of  April ;  and  then  to  attempt  to 

bring  up  the  back  numbers  would  have  been  to  risk  life  again 

by  overwork.    We  concluded  to  wait  a  little  and  have  the 

volume  begin  with  the  July  number,  which  is  now  before  our 
friends.  Our  health  is  as  vigorous  as  ever  it  was.  The  Gazette 
will  go  right  on  and  we  will  fulfill  all  our  obligations.  We 
thank  our  friends  for  their  kind  patience,  and  solicit  their  help 
in  the  form  of  articles  for  our  pages.  W.  H.  C. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 


The  last  (XVII.)  volume  of  Ziemaaena  Cyolopcedia  of  Medi- 
cine has  been  issued  by  the  publishers  of  the  American  edition, 
Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.  It  is  a  fine  book  of 
nearly  1,000  pages,  about  one-fourth  given  to  some  diseases  of 
nutrition,  by  Immerman,  and  the  remainder  to  the  action  of 
the  diflferent  classes  of  poisons,  by  Profs.  Boehm,  Naunyn  and 
Von  Boeck.  The  latter  portion  is  very  full  in  symptoms,  path- 
ology, treatment  and  detection.  Each  metalloid,  acid,  alkali, 
anaesthetic,  metal  and  vegetable  poison  is  discussed  in  detail. 
For  the  first  time,  possibly,  in  the  past  seventy-five  years, 
lobelia  inflata  is  not  falsely  given  a  place  in  the  lists.  The 
volume  is  a  worthy  companion  of  its  learned  and  elaborate 
predecessors. 
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PRESIDENT  GARFIELD'S  INJURY  AND  TREATMENT. 

PROF.  W.  F.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


The  nation  is  familiar  with  the  assassin's  attempt  on  the  life 
of  the  President,  on  the  morning  of  July  2^.1881.  This  weather 
yirsiB  and  has  been,  with  short  and  trifling  changes,  hot,  dry  and 
faTorable  to  vascular  weakness  and  to  tissue  destruction.  But 
the  President  was  in  previous  fine  health,  except  the  mental 
strain  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  and  which  must  have 
made  an  impression  on  his  nervous  system.  He  is  a  man  of 
bigh  motor-mental  temperament,  of  a  powerful  frame  and  great 
resistive  capacity. 

As  in  every  case  of  gun-shot  wound,  he  sufi'ered  the  shock 
of  injury,  which  lasted  some  three  or  four  days;  and,  as  I  think 
will  not  be  denied,  he  was  not  allowed  fully  to  react  from  it 
on  account  of  the  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  that  were 
given.  The  bullet,  conical  and  of  ordinary  size,  entered  behind, 
near  the  junction  of  the  right  eleventh  rib  with  the  spine,  and 
at  first  was  thought  to  have  traversed  the  liver  and  lodged  in 
the  anterior  abdominal  wall.  Entering  so  near  a  curved  bone, 
it  was  strongly  probable  that  the  bullet  struck  the  rib  and  was 
deflected ;  also,  that  the  rib  would  be  fractured  and  spicutaB  of 
bone  be  carried  into  the  flesh  to  become  nuclei  for  subsequent 
gatherings  of  pus.    These  were  the  plain  surgical  probabilities. 

It  is  rumored  that,  when  the  surgeons  made  their  examina- 
tion on  July  4th,  the  fracture  of  the  rib  was  detected,  but 
nothing  was  said  about  it.    The  standing  of  these  surgeons 
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would  seem  to  forbid  such  a  degree  of  negligence ;  for  if  such 
facts  were  detected  two  days  after  the  wounding,  they  would 
suggest  the  probabilities  above  stated.  They  would  also  sug- 
gest a  long  wound  by  the  deflected  ball,  probably  necrosis  on 
the  rib  at  a  late  date,  a  protracted  suppurative  drain  that  would 
be  greatly  debilitating,  and  the  possible  final  obstructions  io 
the  escape  of  pus,  followed  by  its  absorption  and  consequent 
pyeemia.  These  are  axiomatic  surgical  probabilities  and  were 
to  be  expected. 

The  temperature,  pulse  and  respirations  for  the  first  few  days 
indicated  a  moderately  overwhelming  shock  of  injury.  Before 
this  was  gone  the  morphia  had  ser7ed  to  sustain  the  shock  to 
such  a  degree  that  complete  reaction  can  rot  be  claimed  to 
have  taken  place  till  between  two  and  three  weeks,  even  ii 
then.  This  is  the  more  apparent  when  we  remember  the  readi- 
ness with  which  morphia  finds  its  way  to  the  brain  when  used 
hypodermically ;  and  that  whatever  thus  affects  the  brain  im- 
pairs the  integrity  of  the  nerve  centers  and  the  entire  nervous 
system.  In  this  way  a  shock  of  injury  may  be  materially  pro- 
longed, and  the  subsequent  repair  of  tissues  be  greatly  hin- 
dered. And  this  repair  of  tissues  is  directly  dependent  upon 
the  healthy  character  of  the  inflammation  in  the  wound ;  and  any 
treatment  that  interrupts  thus,  and  that  favors  capiUary  con- 
gestions, as  morphia  and  all  other  opiates,  inevitably  will,  must 
of  necessity,  be  prejudicial  to  the  progress  of  the  wound.  As 
the  weather  and  the  nature  of  the  wound  itself  are  in  this  case 
unfavorable,  we  are  justified  in  being  very  anxious  as  to  the 
effects  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  more  than  doubtful 
about  the  outcome. 

The  President  has  long  been  something  of  a  dyspeptic.  Then 
we  at  once  question  the  propriety  of  drenching  his  stom-ach 
with  whisky  or  any  other  alcoholic  stimulant,  as  was  done  so 
long  at  the  outset,  and  the  more  so  as  the  President  had  not 
been  used  to  such  things.  The  ancient  claims  in  behalf  of 
such  articles  for  sustaining  strength  and  aiding  digestion  can 
no  longer  be  urged  in  their  favor  by  the  light  of  advancing 
science.  The  strength  they  are  said  to  impart  is  purely  ficti- 
tious and  is  followed  speedily  by  greater  depression ;  they  act 
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quite  unfavorably  on  the  healthy  stomach  and  throw  down  the 
peptones,  thereby  interfering  with  the  digestion ;  and  they 
themselves  poison  the  blood,  retard  all  processes  of  repair  and 
debase  that  glandular  action  on  which  is  dependent  a  pure  and 
a  healing  condition.  For  all  these  much-needed  influences  of 
sustentation,  recovery  from  shock,  promoting  a  balanced  circu- 
lation, maintaining  general  glandular  correction  and  aiding 
digestion,  we  have  numerous  sanative  agencies,  not  one  of 
which  has  been  tried,  which  completely  carry  off  the  palm  of 
fundamental  .efficiency  over  anything  that  has  been  given.  In 
the  ability  to  cure  disease  constantly  and  successfully,  which  is 
above  even  an  honored  President's  life,  the  alcoholic  treatment 
can  not  be  chosen,  for  it  holds  no  approximation  to  the  great 
remedial  influences  that  may  be  wrought  by  suitable  combina- 
tions of  hydrastia,  Scutellaria,  xanthoxylum,  caulophyllum  and 
similar  Physio- Medical  agencies. 

Morphia  or  other  opiate  is  used  in  any  form,  according  to  the 
so-called  "  regular "  therapeutics,  either  to  stimulate  the  cir- 
culation or  to  produce  narcosis.  The  first  is  done  merely  as  a 
goading  of  the  system  to  resist  a  poison  whose  real  tendency  is 
to  produce  narcosis.  To  such  unnatural  goading  there  is  always 
an  unpleasant,  and,  in  some  severe  cases,  a  fatal  reaction  of 
depression.  A  more  natural  and  reliable  stimulation  to  the 
vascular  system  can  be  obtained  by  a  dozen  or  more  sanative 
remedies,  to  not  one  of  which  is  attached  the  least  future 
depression  or  danger. 

Narcosis  is  admissible  even  in  the  estimation  of  those  who 
employ  it  solely  to  secure  rest  and  freedom  from  pain.  When 
we  analyze  the  attendant  sequences  of  using  narcotics,  as 
retained  excretions,  torpid  liver  and  bowels,  blood  poisoning, 
thereby  the  nervous  system  disturbed  and  lowered  in  its 
integrity,  waste  and  nutrition  alike  interfered  with  (see  the 
Physio  Medical  Dispensatory),  we  assuredly  can  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  resorting  to  their  use.  They  but  add  to  the  great  danger 
that  lies  ahead,  and  will  serve  to  intensify  that  danger  when  it 
arrives  in  the  regular  history  of  such  a  case.  And  our  objec- 
tion to  narcosis  becomes  the  greater  when  we  know  that  we 
can  effectually  relieve  pain  and  secure  rest  and  preserve  the 
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overruling  nervous  system  by  numerous  agents  that  are  abso- 
lutely sanative  in  their  action  and  leave  no  untoward  effects 
whatever.  The  action  of  these  would  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
greatly  improved  prospect  of  final  recovery. 

Thus  far,  the  statements  of  the  clinical  condition  of  the 
President,  obtained  through  the  bulletins  and  reported  inter- 
views, are  but  fragmentary.  Tue  records  of  pulse,  temperature 
and  respiration  are  doubtless  some  indication  of  his  condition, 
but  they  are  liable  to  mislead  the  public  mind  and  create  a  too 
hopeful  aspect  of  his  case.  We  have  had  no  bulletins  or  other 
clinically  professional  information,  on  which  an  intelligent 
opinion  can  be  founded  by  any  surgeon,  apart  from  the  gentle- 
men in  attendance.  So  fully  are  all  the  people  of  this  country 
interested  in  this  case,  that  I  venture  the  prediction  that  his 
attendants  will  be  blamed  for  not  issuing,  at  stated  intervals, 
a  complete  clinical  statement  of  the  case  for  general  and  pro- 
fessional information.  In  this  way  they  could  have  had  the 
intelligent  judgment  of  thousands  of  surgeons  to  supplement 
their  own,  and  I  dare  suppose  that  such  aid  has  been  needed. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome,  the  treatment  will  be 
thoroughly  considered  in  the  future,  and  in  this  we  Reformers 
will  take  a  part.  The  interesting  question  is,  has  the  President 
enjoyed  the  highest  advantages  that  the  country  was  able  to 
afford?  Again,  in  what  has  the  treatment  differed  from  what 
it  would  have  been  half  a  century  ago,  except  in  the  mere 
mode  of  exhibiting  the  agents?  But  our  nation  has  had  a 
long  and  ample  experience  and  opportunity  for  learning  to 
improve  in  the  management  of  such  cases ;  and  there  is  no 
excuse  for  our  not  having  learned  to  manage  human  life  more 
safely  than  before.  The  President's  surgeons  have  been  fore- 
most in  enjoying  those  opportunities ;  and  yet,  from  anything 
we  have  yet  seen,  they  have  not  been  impro\ed  by  those 
opportunities. 

At  the  present  we  can  say  this  much :  The  direction  taken 
by  the  ball  has  not  been  learned.  The  length  and  nature  of 
the  wound  have  not  been  given.  No  effort  was  made  to  find 
and  get  rid  of  the  spiculse  of  bone  till  after  they  developed 
their  dangerous  complications.    And  it  can  not  be  successfully 
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denied  but  that  the  attending  surgeons  have  had  numerous 
surprises  in  the  clinical  progress  of  the  case ;  and  no  case  of 
this  kind,  in  any  humble  citizen,  could  have  done  worse  than 
this  one  has.  It  is  a  common  and  sensible  belief  that  had  the 
President  received  less  morphia  and  whisky,  and  taken  more 
plain  and  substantial  food,  he  would  to-day  have  had  more 
strength,  his  stomach  would  have  been  in  a  better  condition, 
and  he  would  be  comparatively  saved  from  the  blood  poisoning 
now  serioi  sly  threatening. 
Oaleshurg^  72Z.,  Aug.,  1881. 


ERGOT  AND  ITS  ACTION. 

The  Clinical  News  gives  a  lecture  on  Ergot  by  Prof.  Penrose, 
from  which  we  learn  the  following  points: 

"Ergot  renders  the  action  of  the  uterine  muscles  longer,  strgn- 
ger  and  more  frequent.  When  a  large  dose  is  given,  in  a  case 
of  miscarriage,  for  example,  a  post  mortem  examination  shows 
the  uterine  moscles  to  be  in  a  state  of  tetanic  rigidity.  The 
woman  herself  is  at  once  cognizant  of  the  effects  of  the  ergot, 
and  complains  greatly  of  the  uninterrupted  agony  caused  by 
the  stronger  contractions  of  the  uterus.  When  ergot  is  em- 
ployed in  any  instance,  the  labor  usually  terminates  with  un- 
usual rapidity,  and  its  use  gives  rise  to  one  long-continued 
pain  of  parturient  effort.  This  being  so,  you  can  easily  under- 
stand that,  if  any  obstruction  to  the  expulsion  of  the  child 
exist  after  the  ergot  has  been  administered,  the  consequences 
may  be  most  serious,  perhaps  fatal  to  the  mother.  In  two 
cases  which  have  come  to  my  notice,  although  I  am  happy  to 
say  they  did  not  occur  in  my  own  practice,  both  of  occipito- 
posterior  presentations,  the  use  of  ergot  was  followed  imme- 
diately by  rupture  of  the  uterus  and  death.  If  the  results  are 
not  so  serious,  the  cervix,  or  canal,  or  perineum  is  too  likely  to 
be  ruptured  by  the  violence  as  the  child  is  forcibly  expelled, 
or  it  may  produce  convulsions  by  the  intensity  of  the  nervous 
action  to  which  it  gives  rise. 

'^The  child  is  subjected  to  the  most  terrific  compression,  while 
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there  is  at  the  same  time  immense  compression  of  cord  orpla- 
centa,  which  so  interferes  with  the  passage  of  arterial  blood 
into  the  child's  body  th.<t  asphyxia  is  liable  at  any  moment  to 
ensue.  Or  there  may  be  cerebral  paralysis  as  a  result  of  the 
pressure  to  which  the  child's  brain  is  of  necessity  subjected. 
It  has  therefore  come  to  be  a  universally  acknowledged  fact 
that  an  unduly  prolonged  ergotic  labor  is  usually  fatal  to  the 
child,  if  not  to  its  mother." 

Such  is  the  latest  testimony  of  a  very  prominent  allopathic 
professor  against  this  choice  agent  of  his  own  school.  The 
same  testimony  has  been  given  by  thousands  of  others ;  each 
year  there  are  scores  of  mothers,  and  many  more  babies,  passed 
into  eternity  by  this  "  fatal  drug. " .  And  when  mothers  escape 
death  under  its  use,  they  too  commonly  linger  for  months,  or 
even  for  years,  with  exhaustion,  prolapsus,  and  other  troubles 
of  the  uterus.  For  two  or  more  years^  our  allopathic  neigh- 
bors have  been  assuring  one  another  that  they  rarely  attend  a 
case  of  labor  in  which  some  degree  of  laceration  does  not  occur 
in  the  neck  of  the  womb.  Need  they  feel  surprised  at  that  or 
any  other  damage,  when  they  use  in  labor  an  article  that  so 
utterly  outrages  the  processes  of  nature,  and  which  goads  the 
uterus  to  such  violent  and  exhaustive  efforts?  Physio-Medi- 
calism  has  a  dozen  remedies  that  promote  labor  kindly,  firmly, 
and  naturally ;  and  our  practitioners  never  have  to  treat  the 
lacerations,  prolapses,  and  other  damages  caused  on  the  mother 
by  themselves.  The  broken  frames,  and  long  doctorings  that 
so  commonly  follow  child-bearing,  making  life  a  burden  to  both 
wife  and  husband, — are  not  entailments  of  nature,  but  in 
nearly  every  instance  spring  from  the  use  of  ergot,  the  forceps, 
or  some  equally  outrageous  procedure. 


■o- 


OLINIOAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROZEN  FEET — PNEUMONIA. 

About  the  23d  of  January,  a  man  in  the  country  froze  both 
feet  severely.  When  they  got  thawed  out,  they  turned  dark 
quite  up  to  the  instep.  He  concluded  he  could  "  doctor  "  them 
^'       '"     nd  worked  away  at  them  for  a  week,  and  then  sent 
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for  me.  He  was  suffering  greatly,  mortification  had  com- 
menced in  some  of  the  toes,  and  there  was  no  line  of  demar- 
cation. I  poulticed  with  two  parts  zinziber,  one  part  lobelia, 
and  one-tenth  part  capsicum,  wet  with  tincture  myrrh,  and  in  a 
few  days  a  line  of  demarcation  was  well  set  up  over  the 
metatarso-phalangeal  joints.  I  then  wanted  to  remove  the  toes, 
but  he  refused  to  allow  me,  getting  into  his  head  the  notion 
that  they  would  come  to  life !  Presently  I  declared  tor  re- 
moval, or  to  quit  the  case,  when  he  yielded  the  point,  and  I 
took  off  the  toes  with  the  assistance  of  my  pieceptor,  S.  Hall, 
M.  D.    Patient  doing  well. 

I  am  now  closing  up  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  pneumonia, 
that  had  been  given  over  to  die,  a  few  calomel  powders  hav- 
ing been  left  with  the  assurance  that  there  was  no  hope  for 
him.  A  brother  had  already  died.  They  waited  four  days 
after  the  doctor  gave 'him  up,  thinking  he  must  die  anyway 
and  it  was  no  use  to  trouble  him  ;  but  as  life  still  clung  to  him, 
they  sent  for  me.  I  found  the  state  of  affairs  very  unpromising 
indeed,  but  took  hold  of  it  with  our  sanative  measures  as  I  had 
been  taught  in  the  P.  M.  Institute,  and  to*day  he  is  so  nearly 
well  that  he  can  sit  up  and  eat  his  three  meals  a  day.  It  is  a 
glorious  sensation  for  a  young  graduate  to  feel  that  I  have 
6aved  a  life  that  five  old  physicians  of  another  school  gave  up 
to  die. 

Bridgeport^  Mareh  3, 1881.  H.  V.  Lewis,  M.  D. 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS  AND  MANIA. 

Mrs.  S.  G.  was  in  the  last  month  of  pregnancy,  and  expected 
to  be  confined  in  ten  or  twelve  days.  On  May  19,  1872,  she 
felt  unusually  well,  ate  a  hearty  supper,  and  before  going  to 
bed  felt  so  hungry  that  she  ate  some  more.  She  slept  till 
S  a.  m.,  of  the  20th,  when  she  awoke  suffering  a  violent  throb- 
bing headache,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  went  into  a  convul- 
sion. I  was  sent  for,  but  it  was  three  hours  before  the  messen- 
ger could  reach  me  and  I  return.  Meantime  some  neighboring 
women  were  called  in.  One  of  them  had  some  drops,  third 
preparation  of  lobelia,  that  I  had  left  for  her  little  boy,  wh  o 
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has  spasms  occasionally.  They  concladed  to  use  this  while 
waiting  for  me,  and  began  giving  it  to  Mrs.  8.  in  pretty  large 
doses.  She  had  several  convulsions  in  quick  succession  before 
the  medicine  was  given,  but  after  a  few  doses  the  spasms  were 
lighter  and  there  was  a  longer  interval  between  them,  and 
when  I  reached  the  house  she  had  not  had  one  for  about  an 
hour. 

When  I  saw  her  she  was  insensible,  much  relaxed,  in  m  free 
perspiration,  had  not  vomited  or  shown  any  signs  of  nansea, 
the  OS  dilated  about  an  inch  and  very  soft  The  doses  of  the 
third  preparation  were  reduced  in  size ;  gave  some  cypripedin 
and  caulophyllin  with  capsicum  ;  also  gave  an  alkali,  judg;ing 
that  the  food  was  souring.  Very  free  vomiting  followed, 
unconsciousness  remained,  slight  signs  of  convulsi  on  ap- 
peared at  intervals,  but  there  was  no  actual  spasm  till  about 
10  a.  m.,  when  she  had  two  or  threeviolent  convulsions,  and  de- 
livery took  place  duriug  one  of  them.  The  husband  thought 
there  had  been  forty  convulsions  in  all. 

She  continued  delirious  at  intervals  for.  several  days  after 
delivery,  and  was  at  such  times  filled  with  violent  and  whim- 
sical delusions.  Her  mind  was  notional  and  childish,  for 
several  months,  till  ^e^  fully  recovered  under  a  course  of  our 
nervines  and  tonics,  with  bathing,  and  has  since  had  two  con- 
finements without  any  trouble  whatever. 

New  Burlington^  Feb.  6, 1881.  B.  Farquhab,  M.  D. 


INCIPIEirr  MBNINGITIS. 

Have  you  learned  of  or  had  any  experience  in  this  malady 
that  is  playing  such  havoc  in  some  parts  of  Illinois  ?  Unlike 
ordinary  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  the  pulse  remains  wholly 
undisturbed  in  some  cases  till  within  a  few  hours  of  death,  and 
when  there  is  any  feverishness  at  all  the  pulse  is  Intermitting. 
The  head  and  face  are  hot ;  the  face  at  the  same  time  is  bathed 
in  a  profuse  perspiration,  a  fog  seeming  to  rise  from  it  Pain 
is  complained  of  in  the  head  and  neck,  there  is  a  chill  or  two,  a 
comatose  condition  follows,  and  soon  it  is  ended  in  death.    The 
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time  occupied  is  but  three  days  in  some  cases.    Some  sugges- 
tions are  much  desired. 

Vienna^  May  14, 1881.  E.  H.  Burris,  M.  D. 

Remarks. — ^It  is  probable  that  these  cases  are  meningeal, 
lacking  febrile  reaction,  but  passing  quickly  into  the  second 
stage  or  stage  of  brain  pressure  and  effusion.  Gallup,  in  his 
history  of  Epidemics,  noticed  this  class  of  variations  in  the 
meningeal  (spotted  fever)  epidemics  that  visited  New  England 
from  1806  to  1810.  The  pulse  of  such  would  rarely  rise  above 
normal,  and  sometimes  would  fall  a  little  below  natural ;  or 
would  rise  very  rapidly,  and  in  a  few  hours  fall  to  65  or  less  ; 
coma  and  pallor  would  present  early,  and  the  patient  often  die  in 
twenty-four  hours  or  less.  Tourdes,  quoted  by  Hirsch,  speaks- 
of  one  epidemic  in  France,  in  which  persons  in  perfect  health 
were  stricken  down  without  premonition,  having  a  sudden 
shaking  chill  and  followed  quickly  by  unconsciousness ;  perhaps 
a  short  period  of  intense  pain  in  the  head  and  neck,  then  un- 
consciousness, pallor,  fluctuating  pulse,  contractions  of  the 
neck,  and  death  in  a  few  hours. 

Ziemssen,  in  his  Oyclopoedia,  Vol  II.,  calls  very  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  variations  in  temperature  and  pulse,  giving  tables 
of  the  marked  vascillations  of  both.  He  says  the  bodily  tem- 
perature, as  especially  noted  by  Wunderlich  and  himself,  is 
irregular,  generally  quite  high  by  the  second  and  third  day,  or 
perhaps  after  the  initial  chili,  in  severe  cases  reaching  to  107^ 
or  higher ;  and  the  temperature  curves  resemble  each  other  in 
but  a  few  cases.  The  pulse  is  also  as  irregular  as  the  temper- 
ature, its  frequency  not  always  corresponding  either  to  the 
height  of  the  temperature  or  the  intensity  of  the  other  symp- 
toms. Sometimes  it  is  normal  or  but  moderately  increased, 
while  the  local  inflammatory  [congestion]  symptoms  are  in- 
tense. "  Occasionally  it  varies  30  to  40  beats  or  more  within 
the  course  of  a  few  hours  ;  indeed,  even  within  a  few  minutes^ 
as  Tourdes  has  observed,  differences  of  as  much  as  30  beats  may 
occur."  Such  fluctuations  occur,  along  with  coma,  when  the 
meningeal  injection  is  so  great  as  to  oppress  the  brain,  and 
when  quickly  advancing  effusions  increase  that  oppression. 

In  the  management  of  such  cases  the  central  depressions  of 
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both  brain  and  heart  must  be  kept  in  view,  and  the  treatment 
•changed  from  that  more  relaxing  cast  that  is  suitable  to  the  first 
and  active  stage  of  the  malady.  A.long  the  spine  stimulants 
may  be  used  plentifully  along  with  relaxants,  not  moving:  the 
patient  much  in  their  application.  A  similar  course  is  neces- 
sary at  the  extremities,  to  procure  a  vigorous  peripheral  circu- 
lation. By  enemas,  every  three  hours,  one  may  use  dioscorea 
and  cypripedin ;  and  by  the  stomach  an  infusion  of  cypripedium, 
canlophyllum  and  zingiber  in  moderate  quantities  evry  hour  or 
oftener,  and  a  goodly  dose  of  hydrastia  phosphate  and  capsicum 
every  two  hours  to  sustain  the  heart.  If  the  pulse  can  be  im- 
proved after  a  time,  the  secretions  may  then  be  attended  to. 
Success  is  far  from  sure  in  rapid  cases  of  this  type.  Ed.  Ga- 
zette. 


A  SAMPLE  LETTER. 


Dr.  W.  H.  Cook,  My  Dear  Sir  : — Your  July  Gazette  is  re- 
ceived, also  the  announcement  of  the  P.-M  Institute  for  next 
October.  I  do  hope  you  will  have  a  full  school,  for  the  world 
has  not  enough  of  thoroughly  educated  Physio- Medical  physi- 
cians. Too  much  ignorance  has  been  the  rule  in  our  ranks, 
and  a  most  radical  change  should  be  made  in  this  respect.  I 
am  glad  to  see  you  so  careful  of  the  reputation  and  honor  of 
the  Institute,  one  of  the  best  medical  schools  in  these  United 
States ;  and  bold  enough  to  advocate  the  right  and  denounce 
the  wrong,  let  the  wrong  come  from  professor,  clergyman,  or 
any  one  else. 

We  fear  that  J.  K.  is  not  true  to  tlie  principles  of  Physio- 
Medicalism  to-day,  if  he  ever  was.  He  has  accepted  a  professor- 
ship in  a  '^  reform  '^  college,  to  open  this  fall,  which  has  been 
hinted  at  as  being  a  Physio -Medical  Oollege.  Perhaps  the 
•<*  reform  "  consists  in  arranging  for  D.  D.'s  and  others  to  get  di- 
plomas from  there  on  the  European  plan  and  without  the  trouble 
of  attending  lectures  1  And  perhaps  the  professors  themselves 
will  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  time  to  lecture,  seeing  they 
might  get  their  money  without  that  labor  I 
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Physio-Medicalists,   as   genuine  discoverers,  architects   and 
iDuilders  in  medical  science,  stand  independent  of  all   other 
schools  and  of  all  ^'  pathies, ''  God  in  the  glory  of  his  laws,  and 
liumanity  thoughtful  and  considerate,  are  on  our  side.  Our  posi- 
tion is  a  most  exalted  one,  and  our  acts  should  never  be  such 
3.8  to  bring  humiliation  to  the  cause  we  advocate  or  to  the 
standard  we  bear.    '*  The  right  forever,  and  the  wrong  never,  " 
should  be  our  watchword  and  the  inscription  on  our  banner. 
No  professoi^,  party,   clique  or  individual  should  ever  be  per- 
mitted to  place  a  modifying  word  above,  beneath,  or  by  the 
side  of  that.     Let  us  guard  our  truth  with  the  diligence  of  a 
sentinel  on  duty  in  an  enemy^s  country.     Let  us  adorn  it,  and 
make  it  resplendent  with  the  glorious  light  of  knowledge  ;  and 
the  very  gates  of  hell  can  not  prevail  against  it. 

JacJcBon^  Mich.  A.  H.  Baird,  M.  D. 


•0- 


THE  ILLINOIS  P.-M.  ASSOCIATION. 


This  society  met  at  Galesbiirg  on  June  7,  1881,  and  was,  in 
the  absence  of  the  President,  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary, 
Q.  S.  Chalmers,  M.  D.  The  following  officers  were  duly  elected 
for  the  coming  year :  W.  F.  Tait,  M.  D.,  President;  G.  S.  Chal- 
mers,  M.  D.,  Secretary;  W.  F.  Tait,  M.  D.,  O.  W.  F.  Snyder, 
M.  D.,  W.  D.  Valentine,  M.  D.,  Censors. 

New  memb.rs  were  received  after  reading  the  Constitution. 
Dr.  E.  S.  Robbins,  formerly  of  central  New  York,  was  elected 
an  honorary  member.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  great 
movement  for  establishing  sanitive  medicine,  laboring  both  in 
New  York  and  Illinois,  and  his  heart  is  as  faithful  toward  this 
cause  as  when  he  began  his  work  in  it  forty  years  ago. 

Attention  was  called  to  a  bill  that  was  before  the  recent 
session  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  introduced  there  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  Stripped  of  its  verbiage  and  professedly 
good  intentions,  it  aimed  to  confer  on  that  Board  power  to  de- 
clare that  slny  physician  who  went  beyond  certain  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board  was  an  itinerant  practitioner;  and  it 
proposed  to  give  the  Board  power  to  collect  $100  a  month  from 
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him,  and  in  certain  contingencies  to  fine  and  imprison  him.  In 
effect  it  woald  empower  the  Board  of  Health  to  define  the 
limits  within  which  a  man  should  carry  on  his  business,  and  to 
prevent  his  going  beyond  those  limits  to  save  a  life.  Apply 
that  principle  to  a  man  dealing  in  groceries  or  dry  goods,  and 
subject  him  to  fine  and  imprisonment  if  he  sold  his  wares  to 
anyone  beyond  his  own  prescribed  range,  and  the  coercive  re- 
straints aimed  at  by  this  proposed  medical  law  become  ap- 
parent. It  would  also  forbid  people  sending  to  a'distaace  for 
such  medical  or  surgical  counsel  as  they  might  want,  and  would 
turn  the  Board  of  Health  into  a  court  of  judiciary. — Ed~  Oor 
zette,'] 

The  bill  failed  to  pass  the  Legislature ;  but  one  of  the  oflEicers 
of  the  Board  of  Health  made  the  attempt  to  get  the  Allopathic 
State  Society  to  pass  resolutions  approving  it,  and  to  urge 
members  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  it  into  a  law.  The  P.-IL 
Association  passed  strong  resolutions  condemnatory  of  such 
legislation,  and  strongly  affirming  the  exclusive  right,  ander 
present  circumstances,  of  separate  State  Medical  Associations 
to  formulate  codes  of  ethics  for  their  own  government.  The 
society  considered  it  an  outrage  on  the  common  rights  of  citi- 
zens, that  members  of  another  organization  should  have  power 
to  dictate  rules  to  govern  their  professional  etiquette. 

The  proposed  formation  of  a  National  Physio-Medical  Associ- 
ation, which  had  been  under  consideration  for  some  time  past, 
was  warmly  commended.  The  matter  of  conference  with  com- 
mittees from  sister  States  was  given  into  the  hands  of  the  Cen- 
sors, to  which  the  secretary  was  added.  There  was  unanimous 
approval  of  the  proposition  to  form  a  National  Association  by 
the  selection  of  delegates  by  State  Societies,  as  this  would  make 
those  who  met  in  national  convention  representatives  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term.  They  would  represent  the  society  that 
sent  them,  and  not  come  of  their  own  accord  to  represent  no- 
body but  themselves.  Haste  in  forming  a  National  Association 
was  not  counseled,  but  time  was  advised  for  sister  States  to 
organize  for  the  purpose.  It  was  the  unanimous  expression  that 
a  meeting  of  chosen  men,  though  limited  in  numbers,  would 
be  much  more  serviceable  to  the  cause  than  one  many  .times 
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a.rger  where  eclectics  would  have  every  opportunity  to  slip  in 
XL  tneir  own  recognizance. 

A.  season  of  great  interest  and  profit  was  had  in  clinical  re- 
ports from  the  members,  and  the  discussions  of  pathology  and 
reatment.  A  number  ot*  practical  papers  were  read,  and  freely 
Liscussed.  The  six  sessions  were  extremely  earnest  and  inter- 
^sting,  and  full  of  profit  as  well  as  of  good  feeling.  The  attend- 
ince  was  not  so  large  as  we  think  it  should  have  been  ;  and  the 
society  respectfully  urged  it  upon  Physio- Medicalists  in  Illinois 
^o  come  forward  and  join  in  discussions  an  J  actions  that  con- 
i^em  their  own  professional  interests. 

Reports  were  sent  to  the  papers  in  Galesburg,  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  and  published.  The  meeting  adjourned  at  11  p.-m., 
Wednesday,  with  a  feeling  of  renewed  strength  and  hope.  The 
next  session  will  be  held  in  Galesburg,  June,  1882. 

W.  F.  T. 


SUNDRY  DELECTABLE  REMEDIES. 


Ths  conceits,  the  crudities,  and  ofttimes  the  midnight  ignor- 
ance of  men  pass  current  as  the  wise  lessons  of  science.  With- 
out being  tested  by  common  sense  and  prudence,  they  are 
accepted  because  of  the  dictatorial  assertion  of  some  man  who 
{yught  to  know  the  truth  of  his  statements.  The  history  of 
medicine  is  a  prolonged  example  of  ^^  authority  "  against  reason 
and  experience ;  where  the  most  ridiculous  whims  are  dignified 
as  science^i  merely  on  the  ground  that  ^'  the  doctors  ought  to 
know. "  Instances  are  so  numerous  as  to  fill  large  volumes  ; 
but  a  few  samples  of  the  medicines  (I)  introduced  in  this  way 
will  serve  our  purpose.  The  following  are  takea  from  Etmul- 
ler's  London  Practice  of  Physic,  published  in  1690.  To  ques- 
tion the  use  of  those  articles,  or  to  refuse  to  use  them,  was  at 
that  time  professional  heresy ;  and  the  man  who  opposed  that 
practice  was  denounced  by  the  '^  regular  "  profession,  and  set 
down  as  an  ^'  irregular  "  and  a  quack. 

"  For  the  Strangury. — ^The  cure  in  general  is  performed  by 
astringents.  The  most  noted  specifics  are,  the  throat  of  a  cock, 
roasted,  powdered,  and  given  in  a  dram  of  wine.    The  powder 
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of  a  burnt  or  calcined  hedge-hog.  The  inner  tunicle  of  a  hen" 
ventricle,  which,  when  dried,  becomes  hard  like  horn.  Thefisl 
found  in  the  belly  of  a  pike.  The  powder  of  a  sow's  womb 
The  powder  of  hog's  hoofs,  the  powder  of  dried  mice.  Th< 
dung  of  a  she  goat. 

^''For  Defective  Ferment  of  Kidneys. — ^The  sharp  saline 
diuretics  mixed  with  the  temperate  oily  ingredients ;  especialh 
the  decoction  of  garlic  heads,  the  seed  of  hedge  mustard  ic 
wine,  and  the  spirit  and  salt  of  urine.  The  spirit  and  juice  o 
earth  worms.  The  powder,  juice  and  infusion  of  wood  lice 
The  infusion  of  Spanish  flies  in  wine.  The  infusion  of  horse-^ 
dung  in  Rhenish  wine ;  the  urine  of  a  goat ;  crab's  eyes  mixed 
with  wine  or  vinegar ;  the  powder  of  snail's  shells. 

^'  For  Ischuria, — The  salt  of  bean  stalks  and  salt  of  pigeon's 
dung,  of  each  fifteen  grains ;  volatile  salt  of  amber,  twelve 
grains,  make  a  powder  of  three  doses.  " 

A  Dispensatory,  published  in  London  in  1657,  furnishes  the 
following  in  its  list  of  ^^  remedies  "  whose  uses  are  described 
and  recommended  as  in  use  by  the  professors  of  the  colleges 
of  that  day : 

The  fat  of  a  cat.  A  plaster  of  mashed  frogs  :  brain  of  a  hare, 
roasted.  Fat  of  serpents.  The  fat  of  men,  foxes,  vipers  and 
dogs.  Oil  of  vipers.  Grease  of  a  mummy.  Ashes  of  a  man's 
skull,  ashes  of  glass,  of  earth-worms,  of  an  ass'  liver,  hedge- 
hog, scorpion's  blood,  cheese-mites,  wood-lice,  bettles,  warts  ofl 
a  horse's  hoof,  pike-jaws,  crawfish,  the  stoppings  of  a  snail's 
shell  in  winter,  crab's  eyes,  kingfishers,  stones  from  an  ox-gall. 
Blood  of  a  goat  in  wine.  Turtle-dove  roasted,  with  its  belly 
filled  with  cinnamon.  Man's  skull  powdered  and  stewed  in  the 
milk  of  a  sow.  Spider's  web,  especially  if  it  be  such  as  is  full 
of  fine  flour  of  mill  or  bake-houses.  Clots  of  blood  "  dried.  " 
Hair  of  horses  and  men  burnt.  Burnt  sponge.  Soot  scraped 
from  the  mouth  of  an  oven,  or  oflF  a  brasse  pot.  Oyle  of  frogs. 
The  "  oyle  "  of  frogs  is  recommended  to  those  who  are  troubled 
with  sleeplessness.  It  'is  said  to  operate  ^^  by  sending  mild 
vapors  up  to  the  head,  to  temper  the  hot,  dry  and  sharp  fumes 
that  are  in  the  brain. " 

For  taking  away  scars  are  recommended  '^  Fats  and  morrowes 
of  men,  asses,  harts,  and  the  fat  of  fisih  Thymallus. " 
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For  wounds,  "  Orawhsh,  mummy,  and  crab's  eyes ''  are  recom- 
mended ;  also  ^^  earth-worms  and  hare's  hair  burned.  " 

For  "  extractors  "  for  *'  drawing  out  splinters  and  other  things 
fastened  in  wounds, "  we  are  told  there  is  nothing  like  ^*  land 
snailes  beaten  with  their  shells,  the  head  of  a  lizard  powdered, 
or  a  fox  tongue  prepared  as  its  lungs  are  moistened  with  red 
i«rine.  "  For  a  "  moderate  "  emetic  "  the  shavings  of  one's  owo> 
nails  drank  in  wine  "  are  recommended.  Many  things  heartily 
recommended  for  various  diseases  are  unmentionable  to  ears 
polite. 

We  laugh  at  such  absurdities  of  ''learned  men"  in  those 
times,  and  are  disgusted  with  such  abominable  things  given  aa 
*  medicines  to  the  sick,  but  the  learned  and  proud  and  mighty 
''  regular  "  profession  of  our  own  day,  use  many  things  quite  a& 
disgusting  and  far  more  dangerous.    The  following  are  but  a  few 
out  of  the  long  list,  as  given  in  their  dispensatories,  taught  in 
their  colleges,  used  by  their  professors,  employed  by    them 
everywhere  at  this  very  time.    The  list  is  their  own;  and  any 
man  who  objects  to  it  they  denounce  as  "  irregular,  "  a  charla- 
tan, a  quack,  and  unworthy  of  being  in  the  "  regular  "  profes- 
sion.   They  do  not  consider  him  a  doctor  at  all,  if  he  refuses  to 
loUow   their  teachings  in  the  use    of  these  things ;  and   are 
struggling  to  get  la^s  to  stop  the  practice  of  all  men  who  ob- 
ject to  the  following  delectables : 

Spanish  jPlies^  Blister  Fly, — Used  inwardly  as  a  stimulant 
to  the  urinary  and  generative  organs ;  given  for  dropsy,  diabetes,, 
incontinence,  deficient  menstruation,  eruptions  on  the  surface^ 
and  various  diseases  of  the  bladder. 

Colorado  Bug". — This  is  the  nasty  potato  bug,  closely  related 
to  the  Spanish  fly,  and  now  used  inwardly  in  the  same  manner.^ 
Several  other  poisonous  flies  are  used. 

Castor. — ^This  is  a  small  bag  or  follicle  situated  between  the 
genitals  and  anus  of  beavers.  It  is  fetid,  and  not  unlike  the 
follicles  of  the  skunk.  Inwardly  it  is  given  for  nervousness, 
hysterics,  epilepsy,  and  other  spasmodic  diseases. 

Mush — A  secretion  found  under  the  foreskin  of  the  musk 
deer.  Used  inwardly  to  stimulate  the  passions,  to  excite  the 
nervous  system,  in  typhus  and  other  low  fevers^  spasmodic  af- 
fections, gout,  etc. 
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Cochineal. — A  plant  louse  on  the  prickly  pear;  employed 
for  whooping  cough  and  spasms. 

Quano^  Bird  Manure. — Given  inwardly  for  scrofula. 

Civet,  crab's  claws,  and  crab  stones  were  employed  officinally 
until  very  recently.  They  have  been  laid  aside  as  too  feeble ; 
but  in  their  place  are  being  introduced  the  virus  of  severaJ  ser- 
pents, and  the  juice  of  a  highly  poisonous  African  frog.  And 
certain  doctors  would  compel  the  people  to  take  them  by  law. 


ANOTHER  VIOTIM  OF  THE  HEAT. 


It  was  only  a  little  green  apple,  ever  so  little  and  ever  so 
green,  lying  in  one  comer  of  a  tray  lined  with  paper  at  a  fruit 
stand,  all  to  itself.  Upon  one  side  was  a  large  Georgia  water- 
melon, selected  on  account  of  his  portly  dimensions  from  a 
large  pile  of  his  Southern  confederates)  to  be  displayed  as  an 
extra  attraction.  The  melon  gave  a  lordly  toss  of  his  imperious 
head,  and  took  another  kink  in  his  curly  stem,  which  was 
planted  on  the  side  of  his  forehead  like  the  curl  on  Roscoe 
Oonkling's  brows. 

'<  What  is  it? "  said  the  portly  representative  of  ELing Cholera, 
poking  a  big  purple-faced  plum  in  the  ribs  and  nodding  toward 
the  apple.    '^  Is  it  a  gooseberry  or  a  bunion  ?  " 

^^  Give  it  up, "  said  the  plum,  with  the  side  remark  that  it 
was  too  soon  for  persimmons,  and  that  when  the  wind  was 
southerly  he  knew  a  skunk  from  a  hand-saw.  A  suppressed 
titter  went  round  the  crowd  ;  and  a  little  pale-faced  lemon, 
that  had  worn  a  sour  and  shriveled  look  ever  since  the  circus 
season  opened  up,  said.    ^'  These  plums  are  so  awfully  tart^  " 

'< '  Pears  as  though  he  had  just  slipped  out  of  a  dumpling,  ^ 
said  a  gooseberry  with  a  sly  wink  at  old  Cholera  Morbus  and  a 
side  glance  at  a  basket  of  Bartletts  at  his  left 

But  the  little  apple  said  nothing.  He  even  hugged  himself 
closer  in  his  corner,  and  wished  a  far-off*  wish  that  the  tow* 
headed  boy  with  a  bumble-bee  sting  in  his  foot,  had  succeeded 
in  bringing  him  down  from  his  lofty  perch  in  the  halcyon  days 
of  his  youth ;  for  the  funeral  of  that  boy  he  knew  would  have 
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been  well  attended,  and  then  he  should  have  felt  that  his  mis- 
sion  in  this  world  had  not  been  fruitless. 

But  still  this  little  apple  did  not  despair.  He  felt  that  he 
was  destined  to  create  an  intestine  disturbance  in  the  world,  but 
patience  was  essential  to  success ;  and  he  again  took  courage, 
and  looked  about  with  the  proud  air  of  a  nitro-glycerine  bomb 
that  was  meant  to  kill  a  Ozar,  and  said.  ''I  will  bide  my 
time.  " 

At  that  moment  a  slipshod,  unkempt,  unwashed  individual 
of  color  sidled  up  to  the  stand  and  looked  wistfully  at  the 
tempting  fruits.  His  eyes  struck  that  watermelon,  and  with  a 
m^Zoncholy  cast  of  countenance  he  began  an  apparently  hope* 
less  search  in  his  many  pockets  for  the  two  bits  that  were  to 
make  that  melon  his  own.  A  smile  announced  the  happy  dis- 
covery, and  the  melon,  taking  in  the  situation  at  a  glance,  said 
<<  Boys,  watch  me  lay  him  out ;  and  it  will  be  a  genuine  case 
of  Asiatic  Oholera. " 

But  the  gentleman's  inwards  had  a  metalic  ring  of  cast  iron 
as  he  moved  about,  and  the  boastful  melon  was  soon  put  down, 
as  most  boasters  are,  and  not  a  wink  or  a  spasm  announced  his 
disappearance.  A  handful  or  two  of  plums  soon  followed,  and 
then  a  dime's  worth  of  pears.  Indeed  the  total  annihilation  of 
this  la-da-da  tribe  was  only  prevented  by  the  scarcity  of  monAv 
in  the  dusky  individual's  pockets.  H|e  handled  his  last  penny 
affectionately  for  awhile,  and  then  walked  up  to  the  fruit  stand 
ami,  laying  the  penny  down,  picked  up  the  little  green  apple. 

"  Did  you  ever  I "  whispered  the  curious  pears,  plums  and 
damsons  that  remained.  But  the  little  apple  was  all  aglow  with 
the  excitement  of  conscious  victory.  He  could  no  longer  be 
patient,  for  his  time  had  come.  The  gentleman  of  color  stroked 
him  once  or  twice  on  the  seat  of  his  pantaloons,  and  then  the 
masticating  process  began.  The  second  swallow  did  the  busi- 
ness. The  negroe's  eyes  opened  up  like  two  immense  saucers, 
and  then  with  a  startled  wink  or  two  his  hands  sought  the 
regions  of  his  waistband,  for  he  was  in  doubt  whether  he  had 
swallowed  a  skyrocket  or  been  kicked  by  a  mule.  Spasm  fol- 
lowed spasm,  and  swallow  followed  swallow ;  but  the  last  swal- 
low brought  the  spring,  and  with  a  frightful  yell  he  bounded 
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forward  fully  twice  the  length  of  his  own  boots,  with  the  core 
of.  that  little  apple  tightly  clenched  between  his  teeth. 

Samaritans  surrounded  him,  and  sponges,  leeches  and  ice 
water  were  applied ;  but  he  was  borne  away  in  an  ambulance, 
and  the  good  kind  souls  were  heard  to  remark,  "  Another  vic- 
tim of  the  extreme  heat. " — Cincinnati  Daily  Oazette. 


NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNECOLOGY, 


Post-Partum  Hemorrhage.  —  Last  year  Dr.  W.  Coles  fur- 
nished the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society  a  most  sensible  article  on 
this  topic,  in  striking  contrast  to  much  that  passes  as  ^'  author- 
ity. "    We  quote  a  portion  of  his  remarks :    "  The  successful 
treatment  of  post-partum  hemhorrhage   must  depend    upon 
rational  therapeutics  addressed  to  the  cause.    In  the  hands  of 
a  skillful  and  vigilant  physician,  it  can  scarcely  occur  that  any- 
thing like  a  fatal  hemorrhage  could  depend  upon  any  other 
cause  than  inertia  uteri.     Other  causes  may  induce    severe 
bleeding,  but  rapidly  fatal  hemorrhages  are  almost  always  the 
result  of  uterine  atony.    This  is  the  class  of  cases  which  de- 
mand prompt  action,  clear  judgment  and  determination ;  and 
these  teach  us  that  our  efforts  should  be  directed  to  the  induc- 
tion of  uterine  contraction,  rather  than  in  exciting  our  already 
nervous  patient  in  unnecessary  haste  to  detach  and  deliver  tlfe 
innocent  placenta.    There  is  a  great  deal  of  misjudgment  and 
false  reasoning  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  pla- 
centa in  such  cases.    Since  the  presence  of  the  placenta  did 
not  cause  the  inertia  in  the  first  place  (exactly  the   reverse 
being  the  case),  its  detachment  and  delivery  can  not  possibly 
cure  it.     And  if  the  inertia  be  profound,  and  is  dependent,  as 
is  often  the  case,  on  extreme  nervous  exhaustion,  the  manual 
detachment  of  the  placental  mass  will  possibly  fail  to  awaken 
contraction,   in  which  event  the  hemorrhage  will  be  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  additional  uterine  sinuses  thus 
laid  open." 
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Case  of  Superpoetation. — Dr.  D.  A.  Walden,  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Journal^  reports :  "  Mrs.  Q.,  primipara,  married  about 
ten  months,  was  taken  with  slight  labor  pains  April  18th;  on 
the  19th,  after  a  short  but  severe  labor,  she  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy,  full-termed  female  child  of  about  five  pounds  weight. 
The  following  morning  she  was  in  good  spirits  and  free  from 
pain.  About  9  p.  m.  of  the  21st,  while  using  the  vessel,  there 
pasEed  from  her  a  complete  unruptured  sac  containing  a  foetus 
and  placenta,  in  appearance  of  about  four  months  gestation. 
She  has  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and  the  child  is  healthy.  She 
stated  that  she  had  had  her  menstrual  flow  for  three  months 
after  she  was  aware  of  her  pregnancy.  A  close  inspection  re- 
vealed no  evidence  of  a  double  uterus." 


Recovering  Asphyxiated  Babes. — Dr.  T.  J.  Hutton,  in  the 
Nev)  York  Medical  Record^  writes  about  his  particular 
"  wrinkle  "  for  recovering  to  life  such  ne\«-born  babes  as  do 
not  breathe.  He  says :  "  I  discovered  that,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  blowing  on  the  asphyxiated  new-born  babe 
would  establish  full  and  free  respiration.  I  continue  to  use  this, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  old  methods  of  resuscitation.  Certainly 
it  is  not  so  cruel  as  spanking  the  babe.  Surely  it  is  more  con- 
Tenient  than  the  alternate  application  of  hot  and  cold  water. 
It  is  a  readier  remedy  than  the  battery.  This  gentle  blowing 
can  be  directed  to  any  part  of  the  naked  body,  but  most  effect- 
ually to  the  abdomen,  when  with  a  loud  squall  the  asphyxiated 
babe  will  become  a  living  soul." 


Novel  Attebcpt  at  Abortion. — A  Philadelphia  woman  made 
a  novel  attempt  to  procure  abortion,  as  stated  by  Dr.  R.  J. 
Lewis  in  the  Medical  Bulletin.  She  was  in  the  ninth  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  concluded  to  kill  her  child  by  firing  a  pistol 
shot  through  her  abdomen.  She  was  taken  to  the  hospital, 
where  the  child  was  found  to  be  living,  though  the  woman  was 
in  a  dying  condition.  During  the  night,  labor  came  on  sud- 
denly, the  child  was  bom  in  eight  minutes,  and  the  woman 


6o  Cincinnati  Medtcal  Gazette. 

died  immediately  after  delivery.     The  child  was  not  wounded, 
but  lived  only  a  short  time. 


Advice  After  Confinement. — ^The  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter  quotes  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bennett  as  having  made  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  in  a  recent  article :  On  taking  leave  of  my 
patient  I  say  to  the  husband.  "  Your  wife's  confinement, 
being  a  natural  function,  ought  to  do  her  good.  Two  months 
after  it  she  ought  to  feel  at  least  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  be- 
fore pregnancy.  She  ought  to  walk  and  stand  as  well,  and  to 
have  no  pains.  If  she  do  not  attain  this  standard,  send  for  me 
and  we  will  talk  the  matter  over.  During  her  confinement  she 
may  have  received  some  internal  injury,  not  appreciable  at 
first  but  easily  recognizable  later.  Any  such  injury  can  easily 
be  treated  and  cured  in  a  couple  of  months  after  confinement 
If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  allowed  to  continue  untreated  for 
months  or  years,  it  will  undermine  her  health  ;  and  when  she 
is  at  last  forced  to  apply  for  assistance,  it  will  prove  most 
difficult  to  cure."  This  advice  was  generally  followed,  and 
thus  I  save  my  patients  from  years  of  uterine  suffering  which 
often  follows  labors. 


Warm  Baths  in  Labor. — Dr.  J.  Moffitt,  HI.,  gives  the  Medi- 
cal Brief  on  account  of  his  use  of  the  warm  bath  in  expediting 
tedious  labor,  the  results  being  very  encouraging.  One 
woman  had  been  in  labor  fourteen  hours  when  he  saw  her,  and 
was  greatly  worried  down  and  worn  out.  Her  pains  were 
futile  and  making  no  advancement.  He  had  her  sit  in  a  tub 
of  warm  water  for  twenty  minutes,  and  her  labor  was  over  in 
an  hour.  Another  woman,  who  had  had  a  previous  very  slow 
labor,  made  no  perceptible  progress  in  three  hours  of  firm  pains. 
The  warm  bath  was  used  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  in  half  an 
hour  after  the  child  was  bom.  In  yet  another  instance  a 
woman,  whose  previous  confinement  had  lasted  three  days, 
made  no  progress  during  three  hours.  The  warm  bath  was 
used,  and  the  head  soon  descended  into  the  sacrum  and  there 
stopped.      Another  bath  was  used,  in  ten  minutes  the  head 
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began  to  move,  and  labor  was  duly  completed  in  seven  hours 
from  commencement.  He  says  on  this  last  case.  "  The  child 
was  all  right,  bright  and  rosy,  without  being  poisoned,  made 
blue,  almost  dead  from  the  effects  of  ergot,  as  I  have  often 
seen  them." 


Heart  Disease  and  Pregnancy. — Prof.  Porter  forbids  mar- 
riage to  a  woman  with  heart  disease.  If  she  is  married,  he 
forbids  pregnancy  ;  if  pregnant,  he  forbids  suckling.  If  preg- 
nancy and  heart  disease  co-exist  nothing  should  be  done  till 
demanded  by  the  symptoms. 


PHYSIO-MEDIOAL  INSTITUTE. 


The  next  session  of  the  Physio-Medical  Institute  will  open 
on  October  13th,  as  announced  in  the  circular.  This  will  be  its 
twenty-second  session ;  and  during  these  long  years  it  has 
always  pushed  to  the  front  in  thoroughnesss  of  instruction,  and 
maintained  its  honor  without  a  taint. 

The  Faculty  is  full,  and  the  body  of  the  Professors  have  been  in 
their  work  long  enough  for  every  gentleman  in  the  profession  to 
form  his  own  estimate  of  their  competency.  Now  as  always,  they 
aim  at  thorough  work, — doing  nothing  for  m.ere  childish  show, 
but  doing  everything  to  impart  a  solid,  sound,  practical  educa- 
tion. 

By  a  new  law.  in  Ohio,  dissections  are  legalized,  and  material 
for  dissection  is  furnished  free  from  such  as  die  in  public  hos- 
pitals and  asylums,  and  who  have  no  friends  to  bury  them. 
There  are  large  numbers  of  such,  who  have  been  housed  and 
nursed  by  the  public  purse,  and  received  medical  attendance 
free.  No  one's  feelings  will  be  harmed  by  their  use  in  colleges; 
and  science  and  humanity  will  be  greatly  benefited  thereby, 
and  the  outrage  of  grave-robbing  be  prevented.  The  Institute 
will  be  abundantly  supplied  in  its  anatomical  rooms. 

The  college  clinic,  instructive  in  the  past,  will  be  regularly 
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systematized  this  term.    So  large  a  city  as  this  will   furiii 
great  many  instructive  cases  for  clinical  teaching. 

At  present  writing,  the  class  bids  well  to  be  a   large 
Those  who  seek  the  teachings  and  the  great  clinical  ad  van:  i 
furnished  by  the  Institute,  will  be  welcomed,  and  by  all  ; 
able  means  cared  for  and  advanced. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS, 


A  Vienna  Hospital. — The  good,  common  sense  exhibitec 
the  last  two  items  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  roughness 
violence  usual  in  the  words  of  Professor  Braun,  at  the  Ivinj 
hospital  of  Vienna,  Austria,  as  told  by  a  correspondent  of  i 
Southern  Practitioner.    As  soon  as  a  woman  enters,  her  Xi 
perature  is  taken,  if  this  is  normal  she  is  examined,  and  if 
examination  give  a  natural  case  she  is  left  till  labor  comes 
Should  the  examination  not  be  clear,  she  is  narcotized,  and  I 
whole  hand  introduced  if  necessary.    If,  during  delivery,  t 
perineum  is  in  danger  of  rupture  (and  every  case   may  gi 
that  danger),  incisions  are   made  in  the  labia  to  relieve  t 
tension  of  the  perineum  I  When  the  Lead  is  born,  they  do  n 
wait  for  the  natural  forces  to  expel  the  body,  but  deliver 
immediately  by  pulling  on  the  head.    Such  procedures  in  o 
stetrics  are  carrying  us  back  to  the  days  of  barbarism. 


Bloodletting  Again. — At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Amei 
can  Medical  Association,  Dr.  W.  C.  Wile  read  a  paper  strong! 
advocating  the  old-time  practice  of  bleeding  for  pneumonii 
Such  eminent  allopSthists  as  Drs.  S,  D.  Gross,  A.  0.  Post,  N.  i 
Davis,  D.  Ballon,  and  others,  warmly  praised  the  article,  an 
applauded  the  author  for  reviving  the  claims  of  a  cruel  an 
fatal  practice  which  the  people  long  ago  compelled  the  doctor 
to  abandon.  Our  neighbors  are  struggling  hard  to  get  back  t 
their  olden  barbarisms. 


Editorial  Department. 


A  CHAMPION  OF  CORRUPTION. 


Dr.  Cook,  Sir. — I  have  read  with  great  surprise  your  edi- 
torials in  the  July  Gazette.  1  did  not  think  a  man  in  your 
position  would  attack  men  as  you  have  done,  and  expose  a 
young  man  like  Dr.  Hickman  to  injure  him,  and  drive  away 
the  good-will  of  a  man  in  Dr.  Kost's  position.  Your  fling  at 
the  Methodist-Protestant  Church  is  in  bad  taste ;  and  worst  of 
all  is  your  onslaught  or  Dr.  Curtis,  who  done  such  noble  work 
for  this  cause.  You  have  disappointed  your  own  friends  great- 
ly, and  I  fear  have  hurt  the  sale  of  your  books,  which  1  think  is 
a  thing  that  of  itself  ought  t-o  make  you  more  discreet.  *  *  * 


Doctor  ♦  ♦  *  Dear  Sir. — Some  three-score  letters  have 
warmly  commended  my  firm  exposure  of  trickery  and  corrup- 
tion ;  and  you  alone  have  objected.  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  step 
forward  to  champion  baseness,  for  you  are  capable  of  better 
things.  You  recall  to  me  some  facts  that  may  be  offered  as 
food  for  thought,  and  perhaps  I  may  in  the  future  give  some 
other  scraps  from  the  private  history  of  our  profession. 

The  year  you  graduated  in  the  Institute,  a  chair  was  likely 
soon  to  be  vacant.  I  spoke  to  my  colleagues  in  your  favor  as 
one  who  might  fill  the  place.  They  all  thought  it  best  to  wait, 
and  let  time  show  of  what  stuff  you  were  made  ;  for  a  man  of 
wrong  disposition  and  motives  could  do  more  harm  in  a  faculty 
than  any  amount  of  talent  could  do  good.  He  could  sow  ani- 
mosities and  breed  quarrels  faster  than  ten  men  could  settle 
them. 

You  concluded  you  were  to  be  made  a  Professor,  and  while 
yet  a  student  told  your  classmates  how  you  would  ^x  things 
when  you  got  in.  With  no  experience,  you  purposed  upsetting 
everything  that  we  by  years  of  labor  and  sacrifice  had  settled. 
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After  you  graduated,  you  set  on  foot  a  scheme  to  get  yourself 
into  the  Faculty  by  a  deception,  and  then  turn  out  myself  and 
two  others.  An  ambition  so  dishonorable  prevented  your  get- 
ting a  Professorship.  Since  then,  you  have  never  ceased  to 
slander  me,  to  defame  the  iNSTrruTE,  to  work  ail  the  damage 
you  could.  You  seem  to  think  yourself  at  liberty  to  utter  any 
falsehood,  to  spread  any  vile  insinuation,  to  hinder  our  advance 
by  any  wrong  within  your  power,  and  then  to  consider  your- 
self as  not  morally  responsible  for  your  conduct  And  now 
you  would  pronounce  yourself  as  my  "  friend,"  and  a  friend  to 
"  the  cause  "  (I)  You  are  a  type  of  several  men  who  tried  to 
rule  me  and  the  Institute  for  their  own  selfishness,  and  hare 
not  ceased  to  abuse  us  since  the  hour  they  failed  in  their  at- 
tempts. 

Whatever  of  good  Dr.  Ourtis  has  done,  let  it  stand ;  but  it  is 
much  less  than  is  supposed,  and  was  always  mixed  with  his 
quarrels.  His  diploma-selling  of  the  last  twenty  years  has 
been  nothing  less  than  an  outrage  and  a  blight.  When  his 
trustees  resigned  in  1861,  their  charter  became  absolutely 
void.  Every  document  issued  since  then  in  the  name  of  that 
charter,  is  a  fraud  and  worthless.  This  he  knew;  and  never 
denied  it  when  I  wrote  him  this  fact  in  1870.  Some  good  men 
hold  his  documents ;  but  they  are  disgraced  by  the  open  sale 
of  his  papers  to  hundreds  of  farmers,  mechanics,  clerks,  and 
others,  who  are  totally  without  a  medical  education.  The  most 
profound  ignorance  could  get  his  ''diploma  "for  money.  Such 
sales  are  a  fraud  on  the  State,  a  fraud  on  the  simple  men  who 
buy  them,  and  a  profound  swindle  on  the  public.  Ourtis'  dip- 
loma operations  make  him  the  sport  and  the  contempt  of  all 
honest  men,  and  I  do  not  aim  to  carry  any  share  of  that  con- 
tempt for  him. 

With  a  full  knowledge  of  his  nefarious  operations,  you  always 
defended  and  encouraged'  Dr.  Ourtis,  and  helped  to  sustain 
him.  In  this  you  became  a  willing  party  to  his  corruption. 
Only  one  of  your  students  came  to  the  Institute,  and  he 
against  your  advice.  Several  of  them  got  Ourtis'  documents; 
but  you  took  care  to  have  them  settle  so  far  away  from  you 
that  they  could  not  damage  you.  Educated  physicians  near 
them  are  greatly  injured  by  their  ignorance.     Now  the  lawg 
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are  throwing  out  his  documents ;  some  of  your  students  who 
followed  your  advice  have  been  broken  up  in  business  and 
compelled  to  move  to  other  States ;  and  soon  there  will  no 
State  recognize  them,  and  they  will  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
profession  or  at  last  get  a  proper  college  education. 

You  pursued  this  course,  and  duped  the  young  men  who 
turned  to  you  for  alvice,  that  you  might  damage  the  Institute 
for  not  giving  you  a  Professorship.  A  few  other  men  in  our 
ranks  have  done  a  similar  thing  from  a  similar  motive.  You 
wanted  to  break  down  the  Institute.  Had  you  succeeded, 
your  own  diploma  would  to-day  be  worthless.  You  failed  in 
your  aim  ;  the  Institute  diplomas  are  sound,  and  your  patron- 
age of  Dr.  Curtis  now  ruins  your  own  students.  And  yet  you 
spring  forward  to  defend  his  rascality,  and  would  make  the 
educated  and  honest  men  in  our  profession  carry  the  shame  of 
his  corruptions.  I  venture  to  inform  ycu  that  the  worthy  men 
in  this  profession  will  not  give  themselves  over  to  disgrace  by 
consenting  to  share  any  portion  of  the  degradation  that  belongs 
to  his  procedures. 

I  have  always  had  a  kind  word  and  a  helping  hand  for  every 
worthy  young  man  ;  and  have  never  failed  to  assist  all  such,  to 
encourage  them,  to  defend  them,  and  to  overlook  mistakes. 
But  I  do  not  intend  to  help  the  undeserving,  nor  to  let  them 
use  my  name  corruptly.  T.  L.  Hickman  knew  he  was  pilfering 
when  he  used  my  articles  as  his  own ;  and  he  uttered  a  false- 
hood when  he  said  he  came  here  to  lecture  in  my  place.  That 
would  not  harm  me  here,  where  I  am  known ;  but  it  might 
damage  me  and  the  cause  and  honorable  men  in  the  cause,  for 
such  an  ignoramus  to  say  in  other  places  that  he  lectured  in 
the  Institute.  The  honor  of  our  cause  and  our  graduates  de- 
manded his  exposure.  Other  men  have  done  this  thing,  as 
J.  B.  Jackson  in  Iowa ;  T.  R.  Montague,  S.  A.  Williamson  and 
:  R.  F.  Holloway  in  Indiana ;  T  T.  Perin  in  Illinois ;  J.  A.  Pan- 
coast,  L.  M.  Smith  and  others  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  When 
men  try  to  lift  themselves  up  by  a  falsehood  of  this  kind,  I  will 
expose  them. 

John  Kost's  college  position  at  Adrian  can  not  screen  him  in 
an  attempt  to  procure  a  diploma  unworthily.  It  only  makes 
his  act  the  meaner ;  because  he  is  old  enough  to  know  better, 
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and  brings  shame  on  the  literary  institution  that  employs  him. 
His  proposition  to  get  his  friend  a  diploma  without  college 
study,  because  that  friend  "  hadn't  time  to  attend  lectures,^ 
shows  his  estimate  of  colleges.  To  him  a  college  is  a  place  to 
"  patronize,"  —  not  by  attending  it  for  instruction,  but  by 
ascertaining  its  "  forms  and  precedents  "  for  issuing  diplomas 
without  attendance,  and  on  an  examination  where  close  ques 
tions  are  not  according  to  his  ideas  of  "  the  amenities  of  the 
profession."  We  do  not  seek  the  "  good- will"  or  the  **  patron- 
age "  of  any  diploma-procurer. 

John  Kost  was  for  a  short  time  in  the  old  P.-M.  College  when 
it  was  doing 'an  honorable  business.  His  eclecticism  helped  to 
well-nigh  ruin  it  and  the  cause.  It  took  ten  years  to  repair  the 
damage.  He  was  afterward  in  an  eclectic  college  here.  Now 
his  name  appears  in  the  faculty  of  a  college  with  a  Buchanan 
man  as  Chief.  He  can  not  fill  two  college  places,  several  hun- 
dred miles  apart,  at  the  same  time.  It  was  one  of  Buchanan's 
plans  to  get  hold  of  a  good  charter,  and  then  make  up  a  faculty 
of  men  who  readily  followed  the  "  forms  and  precedents  "  oi 
taking  so  much  pay  for  every  diploma  they  signed,  without  re- 
gard to  instruction  or  competency.  Buchanan  graduates  may 
be  ready  to  follow  Buchanan's  example,  and  do  it  in  the  name 
of  "  Medical  Keform  "  as  he  did.  A  man  is  known  by  the  com- 
pany he  keeps ;  and  men  of  honor  instinctively  pass  judgment 
on  any  one  who  will  join  a  college  under  the  lead  of  a  Buch- 
anan graduate.  Nothing  can  save  such  an  one  from  public  and 
professional  contempt,  for  the  whole  public  is  awake  to  the 
enormity  of  such  college  frauds.  Let  true  medical  reformers 
beware. 

I  respect  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  too  highly  to  wish 
it  made  disreputable  by  unworthy  men.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Lucas 
is  now  on  trial  before  his  conference  <'  for  purchasing  a  medical 
diploma  of  the  bogus  college  of  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  then  denying  that  he  had  done  so ;  and  also  for  immorality 
in  telling  falsehoods  in  various  instances,  as  specified  in  the 
bill  of  charges."  The  church  is  fully  competent  to  deal  with 
the  Rev.  Lucas  and  his  friend  John  Kost  according  to  their 
deservings. 
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I  desire  to  promote  my  book  sales  by  every  proper  means ; 
for  I  have  prepared  books  through  immense  labor,  and  spent 
every  dollar  I  am  worth  in  publishing  them  for  the  good  of  our 
profession.  No  other  man,  living  or  dead,  has  ventured  to  do 
this.  I  have  been  told  my  books  would  be  adopted  in  this 
direction,  and  adopted  in  that  direction,  and  their  sales  pro- 
moted in  the  cfther  direction,  if  I  would  wink  at  eclecticism 
here  and  at  diploma-selling  there,  and  at  peculiar  convention 
schemes  yonder.  My  hooks  are  for  sale,  but  my  principles  are 
not;  and  I  will  not  lend  my  countenance  to  anything  that  is  a 
damage  to  this  cause.  I  have  given  to  the  cause  ten  times 
more  than  it  has  given  to  me,  and  I  bow  to  no  man  in  it  when 
his  motives  are  wrong. 

My  independence  in  this  matter  has  not  pleased  some  men 
like  yourself.  They  would  gladly  ruin  me  and  the  Institute  if 
they  could  not  control  us  for  their  own  purposes.  For  the  past 
few  years,  a  body  of  Physio-Medicalists  have  done  everything 
in  their  power  to  destroy  my  publishing.  They  have  given 
open  preference  to  eclectic  and  allopathic  books,  have  circu- 
lated unutterable  falsehoods  about  my  business,  and  used  all 
their  influence  to  stop  my  sales.  It  woulc^  gratify  them  to 
break  me  down,  though  our  cause  remained  forever  without  a 
book.  Of  course  they  have  damaged  me ;  and  have  so  lessened 
my  sales  as  to  prevent  the  issue  of  the  second  volume  of  my 
practice,  just  as  they  delayed  the  appearance  of  the  first  vol- 
ume. If  this  information  pleases  them,  they  are  welcome  to 
the  facts,  and  the  profession  can  think  it  over.  But  I  will  wink 
at  no  eclecticism.  I  will  consent  to  no  plans  that  would  make 
us  a  laughing-stock.  I  will  expose  diploma-selling  wherever  it 
is  attempted.  I  am  not  at  all  dependent  on  book-selling  for  a 
living;  I  have  put  more  money  into  this  business  than  I  have 
yet  got  out  of  it ;  but  no  such  mercenary  and  cheapening  argu- 
ment as  that  you  offer  can  for  one  moment  turn  me  aside  from 
the  only  path  that  is  honorable  to  Physio  Medicalism. 

You  need  feel  no  surprise  at  my  positions.  They  are  the  same 
that  I  took  on  coming  to  this  city  in  1854,  when  some  of  the 
wise  yearlings  of  to-day  were  unborn.  I  have  always  held  to 
them ;  and  on  them  have  given  the  best  years  of  my  life  to 
the  work  of  elevating  this  science  and  advancing  its  college 
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education  toward  the  highest  place.     I  shall  not  abandon  them 

for  a  truckling  policy  that  would  seek  the  patronage  of  others 

by  selling  every  principle  of  honor  and  debasing  all   sense  oi 

manhood.  Yours,  etc. 

Wm.  H.  Cook. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


^— In  answer  to  several  correspondents  we  say  distinctly,  Uiat 
in  the  lists  of  Buchanan  men  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
i?a^7y  i?tf(?^r(?  of  July  17, 1880,  appear  the  following  names: 
S.  F.  Salter,  Atlanta,  Qa.,  1873  ;  M.  P.  Salter,  Ga.,  1880.  We 
also  say  that  the  Physio-Medical  Institute  has  never  recog- 
nized any  diploma  ever  issued  by  Buchanan  or  Paine,  of  Phila- 
delphia. We  have  often  been  asked  to  admit  students  to  our 
lectures  on  the  basis  of  Buchanan  diplomas,  and  give  them  a 
chance  to  graduate  on  examination  at  the  end  of  one  term,  but 
have  always  refused ;  and  our  custom  is  and  has  been  to  refuse 
admission  to  our  halls  to  any  Buchanan  man.  A  dozen  such 
have  asked  to  etiter  the  Institute  as  students  within  the  last 
year,  but  not  one  of  them  has  been  allowed  to  do  so.  We  want 
honorable  men  for  students,  or  else  none  at  all. 

— A  story  comes  from  the  East  of  an  eminent  physician  who 
had  grown  pompous  and  overbearing,  as  some  physicians  do. 
A  patient  called  on  him  for  a  prescription,  occupied  fifteen 
minutes  of  his  time,  took  out  a  five-dollar  bill,  and  asked  the 
doctor  his  fee.  "  Twenty  dollars,"  answered  the  great  man.  The 
patient  demurred ;  when  the  doctor  curtly  said,  "  Well,  well ; 
how  much  have  you  got  ?"  The  patient  gave  him  five  dollars.  At 
that  moment  a  colored  servant  came  into  the  room  ;  and  the 
doctor  turned  to  him  and  handed  him  the  five*  dollars,  saying, 
"  Here,  Jim,  this  is  for  you,"  Pomposity  took  a  fall  when  the 
patient  cooly  remarked.  "  Ah,  doctor,  I  didn't  know  you  had  a 
partner.     Good-morning." 

— ^It  is  reported  that  Dr.  Tanner,  of  fasting  fame,  is  dead. 
The  great  strain  on  his  system  caused  by  the  prolonged  fast  is 
stated  to  have  been  the  indirect  cause  of  his  death. 
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— Report  has  it  that  Skoda  was  once  called  to  visit  the 
Empress,  but  was  refused  admission  on  account  of  his  shabby 
coat.  The  independent  doctor  said  :  "  If  her  Majesty  desires 
to  see  my  coat,  I  will  go  home ;  but  if  sue  desires  to  see  me, 
she  will  soe  me  as  I  am."     He  was  admitted. 

— A  correspondent  of  the  Medical  Herald  commends  the 
following  for  the  pruritus  of  pregnancy  :  Dissolve  fifteen  grains 
of  thyniol  in  thirty  grains  of  vaseline,  and  then  rub  up  with 
three  ounces  of  powdered  brick-clay. 


Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning. — A  correspondent  signing  himself 
*^  K,"  naively  tells  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  how  he 
came  to  find  out  that ''  carbolic  acid  is  poisonous  in  a  serious 
degree."    A  physician  ordered  a  patient  to  take  an  enema  of 
carbolic  acid  solution  for  pin  worms,  and  to  force  out  the  ene- 
ma immediately  after  its  administration.    <^  K"  was  sent  for  in 
a  hurry,  found  the  man  suflfering  some  narcotic  poisoning.    He 
had  been  found  in  a  stupid  state  in  the  water-closet.    Suspect- 
ing the  trouble,  the  bowel  was  thoroughly  washed  out  with 
warm  water  and  the  man  finally  saved,  but  it  nearly  proved 
fatal.    K.  says : ''  The  victim  could  not  realize  properly  why  he 
should  pay  me  five  dollars  when  he  felt  that  he  was  the  aggrieved 
party."    Perhaps  that "  victim "  was  still  a  little  narcotized, 
and  could  not  understand  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  <'  science  " 
that  he  should  pay  one  allopathic  doctor  for  poisoning  him,  and 
then  pay  another  for  saving  him  from  what  the  first  one  had 
done.     And  now,  what  about  washing  out  the  President's 
wound  with  carbolic  acid  solution  three  or  four  times  a  day  ? 
Who  is  to  step  in  and  save  that  illustrious  '<  victim  "  from  this 
pQisonous  drug  ? 

Amaurosis  From  Blbbding. — Anent  the  above  item  on  re- 
suming the  practice  of  bloodletting,  comes  an  article  by  Dr.  M. 
Landesberg,  in  the  Medical  Bulletin*  He  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  long  known,  and  familiar  when  bleeding  was  a  common 
practice,  that  loss  of  blood  will  at  times  cause  that  form  of 
bUndness  known  as  amaurosis.     He  gives  an  instance  coming 
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under  his  own  care,  where  a  woman  troubled  with  nightmare 
had  been  bled  to  the  extent  of  two  tea-cups  on  May  7,  18^. 
The  next  day,  May  8th,  flashes  of  light  and  dark  spot«  appeared 
before  her  eyes  ;  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  her  sight  was  dim, 
objects  looked  veiled,  and  vision  failed  rapidly  during  the  day. 
Ophthalmoscopic  examin  tions  revealed  serious  changes  begin- 
ning in  the  left  eye  and  limited  in  the  right ;  and  by  May  15th 
she  had  complete  amaurosis  of  the  left  eye,  hemorrhage  in  its 
vitreous  humor,  and  the  background  hidden. 


Reduction  at  the  Shoulder  Joint. —  S.  R.  Macphail,  M.  B., 
furnishes  the  London  Lancet  a  description  of  his  method  of  re- 
storing dislocations  at  the  shoulder,  which  he  calls  "  the  method 
by  unaided  manipulation."  He  says :  ''  Supposing  the  left 
limb  to  be  dislocated,  the  surgeon  standing  on  the  affected  side 
of  the  patient,  grasps  that  limb  at  the  elbow  with  his  right  hand, 
and  places  the  thumb  of  his  left  hand  on  the  misplaced  head  of  the 
humerus.  Abducting  the  limb  from  the  side,  and  making  a  fair 
amount  of  extension,  he  calls  away  the  patient's  attention  from 
himself  so  as  to  relax  the  muscular  system  in  some  measure 
and  then  rotates  the  limb  externally,  at  the  same  time  pressing 
with  his  left  thumb  on  the  misplaced  head  ii  the  bone."  He 
reports  easy  success  on  this  plan  in  ten  cases,  considering  his 
method  one  not  mentioned  in  the  ordinary  text-books.  It  is 
not  so  universally  eflfectual  as  the  modes  of  manipulation  we 
described  in  our  Physio-Medical  Surgery  twenty  years  ago. 


Offensive  Feet. — ^The  fearful  odor  of  perspiring  feet  which 
is  so  very  offensive  in  some  people,  is  considered  to  be  due  to 
organisms  found  in  the  stockings  and  inner  surface  of  the  boots. 
It  becomes  a  question  how  these  got  there.  More  probably  the 
skin  is  diseased,  often  by  the  boots  being  impervious  and  pre- 
venting escape  of  sweat,  and  then  the  perspiration  becomes  foul 
and  keeps  up  the  condition.  In  treatment,  the  stockings  should 
be  changed  twice  daily,  and  soaked  in  a  solution  of  boracic 
acid :    Wear  cork  soles  in  the  shoes,  changing  every  day,  and 
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soaking  in  boracic  acid  solution  after  removal.  Ainsworth 
bathes  the  feet  every  morning,  and  dusts  them  with  a  powder 
of  burnt  alum  and  a  little  salicylic  acid,  applying  while  the 
feet  are  still  a  little  moist.  In  Germany  they  often  use  three 
parts  salicylic  acid  and  ninety  parts  steatite  (soap-stone.)  A 
solution  of  permanganate  of  potash — 1  to  100  of  water — is 
much  used. 


Qastrotomy  in  Oancbr. — Surgeon  T.  Bryant,  in  the  Lancet^ 
reports  two  cases  in  which  he  operated  for  cancer  of  the  stom- 
ach. In  the  first,  the  patient  is  in  excellent  health  eight 
months  atter  the  operation.  Death  ensued  in  two  months  after 
the  operation  in  the  other  case,  cancer  having  extended  to  the 
lung:s,  liver  and  other  parts. 


Iodide  of  Potassium  and  Bright's  Disease. — Prof.  Atkinson, 
in  the  American  jQurnal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  presents  a 
very  interesting  papqp  on  the  cause  of  Bright's  disease  from 
the  use  of  iodide  of  potassium.  By  experimentation  he  found 
that  the  use  of  this  article  caused  albumen  and  hyaline  casts 
to  appear  in  the  urine,  and  these  disappeared  when  the 
agent  was  discontinued.  Its  continued  use  will  cause  decided 
lesion  of  the  kidneys. 


Hydropathy  and  Phthisis. — Jas.  M.  Williamson,  in  the  Lon- 
don Lanoetj  reports  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  fallen  and 
bruised  the  face,  knee  and  breast.  A  swelling  formed  on  the 
breast.  He  went  to  a  hydropathic  estabh'shment,  and  then  was 
put  on  a  very  low  diet ;  fats  and  milk  were  nearly  forbidden, 
and  only  water  used  at  meals.  Every  day  he  had  baths, — rain 
baths,  hot  baths,  douches,  frequent  Turkish  baths  and  com- 
presses. His  flesh  reduced  rapidly,  coarse  and  hoarseness  set 
in,  softening  in  the  right  lung  and  tubercular  phthisis  set  in. 
The  patient  died  of  tubercular  phthisis ;  and  it  is  a  grave  ques- 
tion whether  this  was  not  caused  by  the  exhaustion  of  such  low 
diet  and  exhausting  baths. 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


The  subject  of  medical  legislation  has  been  receiving  mach 
attention  from  State  authorities  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
will  probably  receive  more  during  the  coming  winter.  This 
has  been  made  necessary  by  the  extent  to  which  the  public  has 
been  imposed  upon  by  men  of  evil  designs,  who  deal  with  life 
without  any  suitable  preparation  for  such  a  calling.  It  has 
been  made  doubly  necessary  by  the  use  that  some  colleges 
have  made  of  their  charters, — holding  the  State's  authority  to 
teach  and  to  confer  medical  degrees,  and  then  using  it  to  cover 
corrupt  schemes  of  issuing  degrees  on  the  mere  semblance  of 
teaching,  and  for  purchase-money  paid  by  the  darkest  igno. 
ranee.  In  no  other  branch  of  business  except  medicine  are 
men  allowed  to  use  a  State  charter  and  State  authority  to  screen 
them  in  swindling  the  public ;  and  the  extent  to  which  this  has 
been  done  by  medical  schools  has  justly  attracted  public  at- 
tention to  the  crime,  and  opened  the  way  to  medical  legis- 
lation. 

Such  legislation,  within  proper  limits,  is  both  necessary  and 
just.  There  is  danger  that  it  be  cariied  to  an  extreme ;  and 
that,  under  the  plea  of  protecting  the  public,  it  be  made  op- 
pressive to  some  and  unjust  to  the  public  itself.  No  such  legis- 
lation would  be  permitted  to  remain  long  upon  the  statute 
books,  but  would  in  a  moderate  time  be  swept  away  through 
the  public  will ;  and  if  unbecoming  laws  were  thus  rebuked, 
the  reaction  would  leave  the  position  worse  than  before  by 
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causing  the  people  to  object  to  every  form  of  medical  legis- 
lation. An  instance  of  this  kind  was  seen  in  New  York,  where 
the  oppressive  laws  of  1828-30  aroused  the  public  against  tliem, 
they  were  swept  away  by  the  popular  verdict,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence the  most  desirable  enactments  on  medical  matters 
have  since  been  unattainable.  K  those  who  are  active  in  pro- 
curing such  legislation  now  will  be  wise  enough  to  profit  by 
the  blunders  of  the  past  and  so  avoid  the  advocacy  of  bills  that 
allow  professional  injustice,  it  will  be  well  for  themselves  and 
for  all. 

Some  persons  imagine  that  any  and  all  medical  laws  are  un- 
constitutional, and  that  legislators  are  not  empowered  to  make 
such  enactments.  This  is  an  error.  Among  the  people  it 
springs  from  that  jealous  regard  for  their  rights  which  instinct- 
ively antagonizes  any  movement  that  may  threaten  these. 
Among  doctors  it  is  found  in  those  classes  which  hope  to  exist 
by  making  the  public  their  prey,  and  which  object  to  anything 
that  may  interpose  between  them  and  their  victims.  But  the 
conclusion  that  legislatures  lack  constitutional  power  to  pass 
laws  on  such  subjects,  is  a  mistake.  The  constitutionality  of 
medical  laws,  even  of  laws  that  were  too  unfair  to  stand  before 
public  scrutiny,  has  been  determined  by  the  Supreme  Courts 
of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Ohio  and  other  States.  It  is  use- 
less to  waste  time  and  money  in  contesting  that  point ;  but  it 
will  be  good  and  profitable  to  devote  thought  and  energy  to  the 
procurement  of  laws  that  are  eminently  just  and  proper. 

At  this  time,  it  will  be  in  place  to  examine  some  of  the  past 
legislation  on  medicine,  that  we  may  see  what  has  been  at- 
tempted, and  study  its  good  points  and  its  weaknesses.  As 
New  York  formerly  took  the  lead  in  this  work,  and  was  fol- 
lowed very  closely  by  Massachusetts,  Ohio  and  other  States,  an 
epitome  of  the  New  Tork  statutes  will  fairly  represent  them 
all.  It  may  be  premised  that  these  laws  have  always  been  de- 
vised, formulated  and  urged  through  legislatures  by  one  class 
of  physicians, — the  allopathists.  In  every  instance,  these  have 
been  the  procurers  of  medical  laws  ;  they  have  always  refused 
to  counsel  or  co-operate  with  other  classes  of  physicians  in  de- 
vising equable  laws ;  they  have  always  opposed  every  attempt 
of  others  to  obtain  fair  enactments  ;  and  they  alone  are  respon- 
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sible  for  such  medical  legislation  as  this  country  has  had. 
Enactments  devised  and  procured  by  one  class,  to  the  im* 
perious  exclusion  of  all  other  classes,  are  commonly  tainted 
with  a  purpose  to  benefit  themselves  at  the  expense  of  all 
others.  This  personal  bias  has  run  through  every  medical  law 
ever  yet  passed  in  the  United  States ;  and  has  been  so  dis> 
tinctly  objectionable  before  the  people  as  to  secure  the  final 
overthrow  of  all  such  legislation. 

Among  the  earliest  New  York  Acts  was  that  of  1760,  which 
was  based  upon  the  old  English  laws,  and  read  as  follows : 

^^  Whereas  many  ignorant  and  unskillful  persons  in  physic 
and  surgery,  in  order  to  gain  a  subsistence,  do  take  upon  them- 
selves to  administer  physic  and  practice  surgery  in  the  city  ol 
New  York  to  the  endangering  of  the  lives  and  limbs  of  their 
patients ;  and  many  poor  and  ignorant  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  city,  who  have  been  persuaded  to  become  their  patients, 
have  been  great  sufferers  thereby. 

"  For  preventing  such  abuses  for  the  future. 

'^  1.  Be  it  enacted,''  etc.,  ^'  that  no  person  shall  practice  as  a 
physician  or  surgeon  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  before  he 
shall  first  have  been  examined  in  physic  or  surgery,  and  ap- 
proved of  and  admitted  by  one  of  his  Majesty's  Counsel,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Bang's  Attorney  General, 
and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  by  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  taking  to  their  assistance  for  such  examination 
such  proper  person  or  persons  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall 
see  fit.     *     *     *" 

One  passing  a  satisfactory  examination,  was  to  have  a  certifi- 
cate or  testimonial ;  and  any  person  practicing  without  such  a 
testimonial  was  to  be  fined  five  pounds.  Those  practicing 
before  the  passage  of  this  Act,  or  bearing  the  King's  com- 
mission, were  not  affected  by  the  Act.  This  was  only  for 
New  Ynrk  City,  and  was  renewed  after  the  Revolution,  in  1792. 
In  1797  came  an  Act  applicable  to  the  whole  State,  providing 
for  the  licensing  of  physicians  on  receiving  evidence  of  their 
having  studied  two  years, — making  the  time  of  the  idle  stand 
as  equivalent  to  the  time  of  the  industrious. 

In  1806,  the  examination  of  students  with  a  view  to  license, 
was  taken  from  the  Courts,  and  State  Medical  Societies  were 
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created  and  empowered  to  examine  students.  Oounty  medical 
societies  were  authorized  in  1818,  to  appoint  a  board  of  cen- 
sors to  make  such  examinations ;  and  every  practitioner  was 
required  to  attach  himself  to  his  County  Medical  Society,  and 
to  lodge  his  certificate  with  the  President  thereof. 

This  law  was  aimed  against  Samuel  Thomson  and  others, 
who  were  beginning  to  attract  public  attention  by  their  new 
modes  of  practice.  Numerous  suits  arose  under  it,  for  it  had  a 
clause  that  "  if  any  person  shall  practice  without  a  diploma,  he 
shall  forever  thereafter  be  disqualified  from  collecting  any  debt 
incurred  by  such  practice  in  any  Court  in  this  State."  By  thus 
cutting  oflf  the  support  belonging  to  one's  business,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  new  practitioners  would  be  driven  out. 

The  law  not  accomplishing  this  its  chief  purpose,  it  was  from 
time  to  time  amended,  till,  in  1830,  former  laws  were  partly 
repealed  and  the  following  features  shaped  into  a  new  law,  far 
more  oppressive  than  before  : 

"  Every  person  not  authorized  by  law  (i.  «.,  who  has  not  a 
diploma  from  a  ^  regular '  college,  or  a  license  from  an  allo- 
pathic society)  who  shall  practice  physic  or  surgery  within  this 
•State,  si  all,  for  each  offense  of  which  he  may  be  duly  convicted, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,  to  be  recovered,  with 
"Costs  of  suit,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  county 
where  such  penalty  shall  be  incurred,  by  any  person  who  will 
prosecute  for  the  same ;  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  over  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  But  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  be  deemed  and  taken  to  extend  to  or  debar  any  person 
from  using  or  applying  for  the  benefit  of  any  sick  person,  any 
roots,  barks,  or  herbs,  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United 
States. 

'<  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  any  criminal  prosecution,  or  to 
indictment,  for  practicing  physic  or  surgery  without  license,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  malpractice^  or  gross  ignorance,  or  immoral 
conduct  in  such  practice. 

"  All  and  every  person  not  being  a  licensed  physician,  who 
shall  practice  or  attempt  to  practice  physic  or  surgery,  or  who 
shall  prescribe  for  or  administer  medicines  or  specifics  to  or  for 
the  sick,  shall  be  liable  for  damages,  in  cases  of  malpractice, 
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as  if  such  person  were  duly  licensed  to  practice  physic  or  sur- 
gery. 

"  Any  person,  not  being  a  licensed  physician,  who  shall  prac- 
tice or  profess  to  practice  physic  or  surgery,  or  shall  prescribe 
medicines  or  specifics  for  the  sick,  and  shall,  in  any  court  hay- 
ing cognizance  thereof,  be  convicted  of  gross  ignorance,  mal- 
practice, or  immoral  conduct,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  nor 
not  exceeding  $1,000,  or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not 
less  than  one  month,  nor  exceeding  twelve  months,  or  both,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court." 

This  law  did  away  with  all  distinctions  between  schools  and 
left  the  Botanies  at  liberty  to  practice,  inasmuch  as  the  pro- 
vision for  a  fine  against  unlicensed  physicians  exempted  those 
using  "  roots,  barks,  or  herbs."  It  was  a  concession  to  the 
public  demand  ;  but  that  provision  of  former  laws  which  left 
the  Botanic  disabled  from  collecting  payment  for  his  services, 
or  pay  for  his  domestic  remedies,  was  not  repealed  and  so  re- 
mained in  force.  The  concession  was  more  in  the  appearance 
than  in  the  fact;  but  those  who  were  thus  debarred  from  com- 
pelling payment  for  services  rendered,  had  only  to  exact  pay- 
ment in  advance,  and  he  stood  on  safe  ground.  Thus  the  fine 
that  was  introduced  to  intensify  the  debarment  from  collection 
fell  powerless  against  the  new  doctors.  Large  numbers  of  suits 
were  brought  under  this  law ;  which  Served  the  excellent  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  real  designs  of  the  allopathic  physicians — 
who  sought  by  such  a  statute  to  break  down  the  business  of 
their  rivals  and  to  prevent  the  people  from  employing  such 
physicians  as  they  chose. 

Ten  years  of  bitter  contention  followed  the  law  of  1834^  On 
the  one  hand  an  organized  and  wealthy  medical  fraternity  were 
\ising  their  money  and  influence  to  maintain  legal  power  over 
their  rivals,  and  depriving  the  people  of  their  dearest  rights  in 
the  name  of ''  protection ; "  on  the  other  hand  the  people  and 
the  progressive  doctors  were  struggling  to  be  free  and  to  break 
down  a  form  of  class  legislation  that  created  a  monopoly  in 
medical  practice.  They  were  years  of  tenacious  vindictiveness 
by  the  former ;  of  heroic  sacrifice  and  humanity  by  the  latter. 
As  in  all  struggles  of  the   kind,  the  people  triumphed.     Peti- 
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tions  of  overwhelming  magnitude  were  sent  to  the  Legislature 
to  repeal  a  law  so  odious  to  common  sense,  and  so  oppressive 
to  public  liberty.  The  monopolizing  doctors  and  their  instru- 
ments in  the  Legislature  quailed  before  such  a  terrible  out- 
burst of  public  indignation;  and  that  memorable  period  gave  a 
vivid  illustration  of  what  medical  legislators  need  to  learn  to- 
day, namely:  That  it  may  take  time  to  awaken  the  people  to 
a  wrong  practiced  oa  them  by  a  law,  but  in  due  time  they  will 
awaken  and  in  scorn  sweep  away  all  such  venal  enactments. 

The  oppressive  class  legislation  of  1834  was  repealed  in 
1844,  in  obedience  to  the  public  demand  as  shown  in  petitions 
whose  length  went  thirteen  times  around  the  State  House  at 
Albany.  The  new  enactment  read :  "  All  laws  of  this  State 
which  prohibit  any  person  from  recovering,  by  suit  or  action 
any  debt  or  demand  arising  from  the  practice  of  physic  or  sur- 
gery, or  a  compensation  for  services  rendered  in  attending  the 
sick,  or  in  prescribing  for  the  sick,  are  hereby  repealed."  Thus 
all  classes  of  physicians  stood  equal  before  the  law,  all  classes 
were  alike  punishable  for  malpractice  or  injuries  growing  out 
of  gross  ignorance,  the  people  could  employ  whatever  class  of 
physicians  they  chose,  and  services  asked  for  and  accepted  had 
to  be  paid  for  honestly. 

The  law  of  1844  continued  in  force  in  New  York  until  1880. 
Various  attempts  were  made  to  amend  it ;  but  though  its  liber- 
ality was  so  great  as  to  permit  every  man  to  be  a  doctor,  the 
people  were  so  jealous  of  their  rights  as  to  prefer  that  freedom 
before  any  law  that  would  interfere  with  their  choice  of  physi- 
cians. A  number  of  interesting  cases  tested  the  validity  of  this 
law,  especially  of  thatfeature  of  it  which  prevented  distinctions 
between  different  classes  of  physicians.  One  of  the  most 
noticeable  of  these  was  a  case  in  which  an  allopathic  physician 
had  called  a  homeopathic  physician  a  quack.  The  court  de- 
cided against  the  allopithist,  who  was  fined  $200  ;  and  the  case 
was  carried  up  till  it  finally  reached  the  Court  of  Appeals.  This 
court,  through  Justice  Sutherland,  unanimously  gave  an  opin- 
ion, of  which  the  following  are  distinctive  parts : 

"  The  legislation  of  this  State,  from  and  including  the  act  of 
March,  1797,  to  the  act  of  May,  1844,  had  so  far  and  continu- 
ously recognized  and  regulated  the  practice  of  the  allopathic 
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fiystem  or  school  of  medicine,  as  the  only  legal  system  or  school 
of  medicine,  that  I  question  whether  any  physician  or  person 
calling  himself,  or  called  by  others,  a  physician,  not  licensed  as 
an  allopathic  physician,  could  have  maintained  an  action 
against  any  one  for  calling  him  a  quack. 

^'  Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1844, 1  do  not  think  that  it 
can  be  said  that  the  laws  of  this  State  recognize  any  particular 
school  or  system  of  medicine  as  the  legal  or  authorized  school 
or  system ;  for  that  act,  in  effect,  abolished  all  previous  statutory 
regulations  and  restrictions  concerning  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  authorized  any  one  without  any  license  to  practice  physic 
or  surgery,  and  to  recover  for  his  or  her  services, — at  the  peril 
of  being  sued  for  malpractice  and,  if  convicted  of  gross  igno- 
rance, malpractice,  or  immoral  conduct,  of  being  punished 
therefor  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  as  a  misdemeanor. 

"  I  do  not  see  why,  in  this  State,  since  the  act  of  1844,  the 
allopathic  and  the  homeopathic  physicians  have  not  had,  and 
have  not  now,  equal  and  the  like  remedies  for  slanderous  or 
libelous  attacks  on  their  professional  reputations  or  characters. 
Pretentious  ignorance  of  the  system  must  be  regarded  as  mak- 
ing the  quack,  and  not  the  system.  To  call  a  physician, 
whether  homeopathic  or  allopathic,  a  quack,  is  in  effect  charg- 
ing him  with  a  want  of  the  necessary  knowledge  and  training 
to  practice  the  system  of  medicine  which  he  undertakes  to 
practice,  and  which  he  holds  himself  out  as  having  received  by 
undertaking  to  practice.  And  I  do  not  see  why  it  is  not  now, 
and  has  not  been  since  the  act  of  1844,  just  as  actionable  falsely 
and  maliciously  to  call  a  homeopathic  physician  a  quack  as  to 
call  an  allopathic  physician  a  quack.  There  can  not  be  any 
doubt,  I  think,  that  to  falsely  and  maliciously  call  either  a 
quack  is  actionable,  and  has  been  since  the  act  of  1844." 

From  that  date  we  pass  without  interruption  to  the  recent  at- 
tempts at  medical  legislation,  which  will  be  considered  in  our 
next  issue. 
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THE  WAYS  OF  A  OATARRmSf, 


Thb  following  account  of  a  transaction  that  recently  occarred 
in  this  city,  is  taken  from  the  Daily  Oazette,  It  illustrates  the 
ways  adopted  by  some  specialists  for  making  money  :  , 

Since  the  days  of  Dr«  Abom,  who,  it  will  be  rememberedfj 
left  Oincinnati  rather  suddenly  some  time  ago,  men  professing 
to  be  possessed  of  remedies  that  will  instantaneously  core 
catarrh  have  been  noticeably  scarce.  But  one  has  suddenly 
made  his  appearance,  who,  to  use  the  expression  of  an  ear  wit- 
ness— if  the  expression  is  allowable — claims  to  be  a  very  *'  king 
of  kings''  in  handling  the  disease,  and,  indeed,  he  \nust  be  if, 
it  is  true,  as  he  declares,  that  he  can  cure  the  disease^blowit, 
as  it  were,  from  the  nasal  organ  of  any  patient — ^in  just  thirty- 
five  minutes,  and  with  only  one  application  of  his  wonderfal 
medicine.  Indeed,  one  enthusiastic  individual  has  been  found 
who  says :  ^^  No.  I  repeat,  the  age  of  miracles  is  not  past,  and 
Dr.  Dewey  is  to-day  (by  the  aid  of  science  and  comprehensive 
intelligence)  doing  a  work  which  is  equally  as  beneficial  to 
suffering  humanity  as  many  of  the  so-called  miracles  of  eigb- 
teen  centuries  ago." 

"  What  did  he  do  for  me,  you  ask  ?  Why,  he  cured  me  of 
nasal  catarrh  in  thirty  minutes."  Then  the  enthusiast  ^oes  on 
to  say,  '^  I  know  this  is  a  startling  statement." 

Dr.  Dewey  came  to  Oincinnati  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  he 
is  rapidly  making  acquaintances,  some  useful  to  him  and  some 
who  will  be  useful  to  the  suffering  public,  should  he  prove  to 
be  a  mere  quack  and  sharper,  as  has  so  often  been  the  case  in 
times  past,  with  men  making  like  promises  with  regard  to  the 
same  disease.  Like  all  physicians,  he  has  his  disciples,  who, 
as  in  thA  case  cited  above,  are  almost  extravagant  in  their  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude  for  alleged  benefits  received.  Then  again 
there  are  those  who  declare  him  a  fraud,  and  a  man  who  makes 
arrangements  whereby  his  money  is  secured  to  him  whether 
the  patient  be  benefited  or  not. 

One  of  the  latter  class  is  a  very  reputable  citizen  named 
Thomas  Candy,  foreman  for  Mr.  Smith,  the  candy  manufacturer. 
He  states  that  his  wife  had  been  a  sufferer  from  the  catarrh  for 
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ye^j  and  he,  having  tried  every  known  remedy,  was  in  de- 
spair. He  heard  of  Dr.  Dewey,  who  has  taken  np  his  abode  at 
172  Plum  Street,  and  hope  again  visited  him.  Determined  to 
be  satisfied,  he  called  on  his  family  physician,  a  gentleman  who 
stands  well  among  members  of  his  profession,  and  told  him 
what  he  thought  of  doing. 

"  Don't  you  do  anything  of  the  sort,"  said  the  M.  D. 
"  But  he  will  cure  my  wife  in  thirty  minutes,"  persisted 
Mr.  Candy. 

**  Very  well,"  said  the  physician,  "  go  ahead,  but.  be  slow 
about  paying  out  your  money." 

Candy  was  happy,  and  that  evening  called  upon  Dr.  Dewey^ 
and  asked  him  to  treat  his  wife.  The  Doctor  said  that  he  was 
not  prepared  at  that  time,  as  he  must  first  make  up  the  medi- 
cine used  in  performing  the  '^  miraculous  cure,"  and  the  first 
ingredient  was  a  five-dollar  bill  which  he  must  have  from  Mr. 
Candy  before  he  moved  a  step.  The  gentleman  handed  out 
the  money,  after  which  he  was  politely  bowed  to  the  door  by 
Dr.  Dewey,  who,  at  the  same  time,  told  him  to  call  with  his 
wife  promptly  at  10  o'clock  the  next  day,  when  he  would  be 
prepared  to  attend  to  her  case.' 

Mr.  Candy,  not  inclined  to  be  *'  fooled,"  if  any  such  thing 
were  intended,  succeeded  in  inducing  his  family  physician^ 
much  against  the  latter's  will,  to  accompany  him,  as  a  friend^ 
and  witness  the  operation.  The  physician  was  to  meet  Mr. 
Candy  and  his  wife  at  172  Plum  Street.  Being  a  little  late  he 
found  the  entire  party  in  the  parlor  when  he  arrived,  and  mat- 
ters having  been  explained  satisfactorily  to  Dr.  Dewey,  he  was 
allowed  to  remain.  Mrs.  Candy  was  placed  in  position  beneath 
a  douche,  the  contents  of  which  were  run  through  the  nostrils 
and  nasal  chambers.  Not  being  used  to  managing  any  such 
article,  the  l^dy  was  placed  on  the  verge  of  strangulation. 
Finally  the  medicine  began  to  take  effect,  and  possibly  a  table- 
spoonful  of  matter,  "  such,"  said  Dr. ,  "  as  would  issue  from 

my  nose,  or  that  of  any  healthy  person  if  blown  violently, 
issued  from  the  patient's  nose."  After  waiting  until  she  had 
somewhat  recovered.  Dr.  Dewey  pronounced  her  cured,  and 

demanded  the  sum  of  $65  as  his  fee.    Dr. and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Candy  were  thunderstruck.    In  vain  they  desired  a  few  days* 
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time  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  care  wr8  permanent ;  but 
this  man,  unlike  the  miracle- worker  of  the  olden  time,  was 
desirous  of  securing  his  fee,  and  so  anxious  was  he  on  Uiat 
point  that  It  was  almost  sufficient  to  arouse  the  suspicion  that 
he  was  not  quite  satisfied  himself  that  the  cure  was  permanent 
Dr. advised  Candy  not  to  pay,  but  he  said  to  a  Ouzette  re- 
porter, who  was  conversing  with  him  on  the  subject:  *'  Imagine 
my  surprise  when  Dr.  Dewey  handed  me  a  contract  which  was 
to  the  effect  that  Thomas  Candy  was  to  pay  him  $65  for  treat- 
ing his  wife,  and  the  sum  was  to  be  paid  to  him  before  Mr. 
Candy  left  the  office,  provided,  by  his  treatment,  he  should 
succeed  in  removing  a  '  tablespoonful  of  inspicated  sordes  from 
Mrs.  Candy's  nose.'  The  paper  had  been  prepared  by  him  and 
had  been  signed  by  Candy  previous  to  my  arrival.  It  was  a 
noticeable  fact  that  the  contract  did  not  specify  that  a  cure  was 
to  be  effected,  but  simply  that  a  lot  of  '  inspicated  sordes,' 
whatever  that  may  be,  was  to  be  removed  from  Mrs.  Candy's 
nose." 

Dr. looked  at    the    contract,    and    asked    Candy  what 

possessed  him  to  sign  such  a  paper,  and  that  individual,  with 
genuine  simplicity  born  of  his  faith  in  Dr.  Dewey,  said  he 
thought ''  inspicated  sordes  "  \vas  a  new  name  for  the  disease. 
Then  the  visiting  physician  announced  himself  in  his  true 
character  as  a  physician,  and  asked  Dr.  Dewey  what  "  sordes  " 
meant. 

"  Mean  ? "  said  the  Doctor.  ''  Sordes  ?  What  does  sordes 
mean  ?  Sordes,  sir,  means — it  is  the  impure  matter  that  comes 
from  Ihe  nostrils.  That  matter  there  which  has  been  dis- 
charged from  the  lady's  head  is  full  of  a.iimalcules." 

"  Where  are  they?  •'  said  Dr. .  '^  I  can  not  see  them  with 

the  naked  eye.     Have  you  a  microscope  ?  '• 

Dr.  Dewey  was  indignant,  judging  from   the  answer.     "  I 

have  no  microscope  for  any  such  use.'"     Dr. ,  however,  did 

examine  the  matter  under  a  microscope,  and  according  to  his 
statement  '^  inspicated  sordes  "  is  nothing  less  than  the  usual 
nasal  accumulation  of  coal  soot  and  mucous  matter  which  any 
nose,  rich  or  poor,  lily  white  or  brandy  red,  will  take  up,  during 
the  journey  of  its  owner  through  Cincinnati. 

Dr.  Dewey  would  have  no  more  argument,  but  again  de- 
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mnnded  the  money,  and  placing  his  back  to  the  door  turned 
back  his  cuffs  and  said  he  would  hav^e  the  money  or  the  case 
would  be  settled  in  another  way.  Mr.  Oandy  being  averse  to 
having  any  fuss  before  his  wife,  took  any  amount  of  impudence 
from  the  miracle- worker,  and  finally  gave  him  a  check  for  the 

amount   on  the   Fourth  National   Bank.     With   that  Dr. 

picked  up  the  contract  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Oandy  with  the 
remark  that  the  paper  belonged  to  him,  as  the  bill  had  been 
paid.  Quicker  than  a  flash,  it  was  taken  possession  of  by  Dr. 
Dewey,  who  said  no,  it  was  his,  and  he  locked  it  in  a  drawer. 

Mr.  Candy  on  his  way  home,  stopped  at  the  bank  and  stopped 
payment  on  the  check,  which  was  presented  at  the  counter  a 
few  moments  afterward  and  denied  payment.  Since  that  time, 
it  is  said,  Dewey  has  called  on  Mr.  Oandy  at  his  place  of  busi- 
ness, and  talked  to  him  in  the  most  abusive  manner.  Mr. 
Oandy's  wife  has  been  ill  since  the  severe  handling  she  re- 
ceived. The  thirty  minutes  have  lapsed  into  weeks  and  she  is 
not  cured. 


-o- 


A  OASE  OF  BILIARY  OALOULI. 


PROF.  W.  P.  TAIT,  M.   D. 


During    the  summer  of  1863,  Mrs.    A. ,  aged  about  38, 

suffered  a  severe  attack  of  malarial  fever,  which  was  followed 
by  jaundice,  that  lae  ted  well  into  the  winter,  and  it  was  thought 
this  would  terminate  in  death.  She  was  treated  allopathically. 
She  emaciated  greatly,  had  but  little  ap]  etite  and  digestion, 
and  when  finally  out  of  danger  she  looked  like  a  mere  skeleton 
and  was  extremely  feeble.  Had  been  a  healthy  and  hard- 
working woman  up  to  this  attack,  at  which  time  she  was  the 
mother  of  six  children. 

After  that  time,  the  tendency  to  biliary  derangements  be- 
came a  source  of  much  suffering.  Occasionally  she  had  severe 
paroxysms  of  what  her  physicians  called  gastralgia ;  and  some- 
times one  of  these  paroxysms  would  be  followed  by  a  jaundice 
of  two  or  three  days'  duration.  She  was  often  incautious  about 
eating  and  exposing  herself,  thus  often  bringing  on  an  attack ; 
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and  during  two  subsequent  pregnancies  suffered  fiom    them 
oftener. 

This  condition  of  things  continued  for  several  years,  and  in- 
deed there  was  no  cessation  till  she  approached  the  menopaase, 
when  It  assumed  a  much  graver  attitude  both  as  to    frequency 
and  severity.    Each  paroxysm  not  only  grew  longer,  but   iras 
followed  by  a  more  pronounced  and  intractable  jaundice ;  and 
the  period  of  rest  between  the  attacks  grew  shorter,  so  that 
emaciation  and  feebleness  became  very  marked,  and   finally 
she  was  unable  to  work  or  to  eat  proper  quantities  of  food. 
Morphine  was  commonly  resorted  to  by  her  physicians  to  re- 
lieve the  suffering;  and  during  1872-'73,  as  the  change    of  life 
was  being  completed,  she  was  most  of  the  time  under  the  hands 
of  an  allopathic  doctcr.    During  1874, '75  and  '76,  the  men- 
strual flow  gradually  came  to  a  cessation.     In  1876  she  passed 
a  gall-stone  as  large  as  a  pigeon's  %^'g^  after  days  of  terrible 
suffering  that  could  not  be  abated  by  opiates. 

In  1877  her  old  physician  died,  and  she  fell  into  the  hands  of 
another,  whose  main  reliance  to  relieve  her  sufferings  was  a 
mixture  containing  considerable  chloroform.  Finally  an  at^ 
tack  came  every  week ;  chloroform  was  administered  by  in- 
halation, and  the  family  urged  to  relieve  her  paroxysms  with 
it  during  the  doctor's  absence.  At  the  last  a  daughter  overdid 
the  matter  in  using  this  drug,  the  family  got  thoroughly  fright- 
ened, and  the  case  came  into  my  hands  for  treatment. 

A  single  paroxysm  convinced  me  that  it  was  occasioned  by 
a  small  gall-stone  passing  through  the  common  gall-duct,  this 
duct  being  thickened  and  narrowed  by  the  past  years  of 
trouble.  I  at  once  put  her  on  an  infusion  of  two  parts  each 
lobelia  and  cypripedium,  one  part  each  dioscorea  and  xanthoxy- 
lum,  and  four  parts  gum  arabic, — a  tablespoonful  every  five  or 
ten  minutes  during  the  paroxysm.  Hop  fomentations  over  the 
painful  parts.  Enemas  of  lobelia  and  cypripedium  in  ulmus 
every  half  hour.  In  two  hours  the  suffering  ceased  and  she 
went  to  sleep. 

I  kept  up  the  above  infusion  every  three  hours.  Prescribed 
syrup  euonymus  5  ij  ;  syrup  xanthoxylum  5  j  ;  syrup  hydrastis 
g J8S.  A  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day.  My  patient  never  had 
but  two  attacks  after  I  began  treating  her.    She  is  now  hale 
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and  hearty,  and  has  continued  entirely  free  from  those  suflfer- 
ings.  No  calculi  have  since  been  found,  having  no  doubt  been 
dissolved  in  the  free  flow  of  bile  that  was  secured  by  my  reme- 
dies. I  continued  the  above  treatment  for  several  months,  and 
bave  since  had  no  occasion  to  give  anything  beyond  some  lep- 
tandrin  and  hydrastia  phosphate  at  times. 
Oaleahurg^  1881. 


•o- 


A  FOUR- ARMED  BABY. 


J.  S.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


On  February  17, 1881,  I  was  called  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  see 
Miss  B.,  a  young  woman  of  17  years.  Found  heavily-coated 
tongue,  and  other  evideiyes  of  hepatic  derangement ;  pulse  8O1 
full  and  hard  ;  bowels  constipated ;  severe  pains  in  the  back 
and  limbs.  The  breasts  and  abdomen  were  greatly  enlarged. 
The  girl  stated  that  she  had  not  been  i^  unwell "  for  seven 
months.  That  some  seven  months  ago  she  was  walking  very 
fast  for  a  long  distance,  sat  down  upon  the  lake  shore  and  cooled 
off  suddenly,  and  had  not  seen  the  menses  since  that  time* 
Supposed  she  had  a  tumor. 

Examination  soon  enabled  me  to  pronounce  her  pregnant, 
though  she  persistently  and  most  vehemently  denied  the  pos- 
sibility of  this,  for  she  never  had  had  association  with  any  man 
living.  I  gave  an  hepatic,  and  some  appropriate  nervines 
and  left  The  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  sent  for  to  go 
in  haste,  for  she  was  much  worse.  I  arrived  at  4  p.  m.,  found 
her  in  labor,  feet  presenting.  At  6  p.  m..  she  was  delivered  of 
a  still-born  child,  a  girl,  with  heavy  black  hair,  and  four  teeth 
upon  the  superior  maxilla. 

The  occipital  bone  is  oblong,  passing  down  from  the  parietal 
bones  to  the  fourth  cervical  vertebrae,  the  atlas,  axis,  and  next 
two  vertebrae  being  absent.  The  rest  of  the  osseous  system 
properly  and  evenly  developed.  On  either  scapula  there  is 
an  extra  arm  issuing,  with  humerus,  radius  and  ulna  complete ; 
on  the  one  hand  are  two,  on  the  other  three  fingers  with  nails 
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complete.  These  extra  arms  are  not  so  large  as  the  frontal  or 
natural  ones. 

Mother  doing  well.  Father  not  heard  from.  I  have  the 
anomaly  preserved  in  my  office ;  and  have  had  taken  a  good 
photograph,  giving  both  a  front  and  side  view,  which  I  will 
send  to  any  who  wish  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Warsaw^  Ind. 


■o- 


OLINICAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Meningeal  Irritation. — A  child  three  months  old  was 
taken  sick  three  weeks  ago.  I  found  it  with  head  thrown  back* 
pupils  dilated,  eyes  turned  upward,  rolling  the  head  from  side 
to  side ;  anterior  fontanelle  large,  puffed  out,  pulsating ;  a  thin 
watery  discharge  from  the  nostrils  with  occasional  cough. 
Bowels  costive.  Kidneys  active  enough,  tenderness  along  the 
spine  from  the  head  to  last  dorsal  vertebra.  Pulse  120,  full ; 
temperature  101®;  had  crying  spells  about  every  second  hour ; 
would  nurse  nearly  all  the  time.  Under  treatment  the  tem- 
perature came  down,  the  cough  stopped,  and  the  fontanelle  as- 
sumed a  healthy  appearance.  But  the  spine  remains  tender^ 
pupils  dilated,  eyes  turned  up,  head  rolling,  crying  spells  con- 
tinue, and  at  times  it  refuses  to  nurse.  It  does  not  now  seem 
to  improve.    I  would   like  to  have  your  diagnosis,  prognosis 

and  treatment.  J.  A.  Dennt,  M.  D. 

The  child  probably  has  meningeal  irritation,  both  of  the 
brain  and  cord,  the  brain  getting  slightly  relieved.    The  cos- 
tiveness  no  doubt  aggravates  it.     I  judge  there  is  a  slight 
general  improvement,  but  there  is  no  determining  how  long 
this  may  last.    If  it  gain,  it  will  be*  very  slowly.    It  may  ex- 
hibit convulsions  at  any  moment,  or  gradually  develop  hydro- 
cephalus.   Months  will  be  consumed  either  way ;  and  the  most 
trifling  causes  will  provoke  trouble.     It  is  important  to  keep 
the  bowels  open  by  the  most  soothing  laxatives,  as  an  enema 
of  weak  boneset  infusion  every  day  ;  the  use  of  fraxinus  and  a 
share  of  euonymus  by    the  mother;  and   probably   an    occa- 
sional dose  of  magnesia  for  the  child.  Over-eating  will  be  sadly 
against  it,  and  must  be  avoided  most  rigidly.     Only  small 
quantities  of  medicine  should  be  given.     Use  four  parts  eupa- 
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torium  purpureum  and  one  partliriodendron,  by  infusion,  a  tea- 
spoonful  from  five  to  eight  times  a  day.  Some  asclepias  may 
be  needed.  Along  the  upper  portion  of  the  spine  employ  tine* 
ture  cimicifuga  and  fluid  extract  verbascum  as  a  liniment  tour 
times  a  day.  It  will  be  desirable  to  attend  to  the  general 
health  of  the  mother,  who  may  be  in  need  of  tonic  and  alter- 
ative treatment.  If  there  is  any  scrofulous  tendency  in  the 
parentage,  hydrocophalus  is  very  probable,  and  this  of  the 
tubercular  class. 


Aneurismal. — Nearly  two  years  ago  I  was  attacked  with  a 
somewhat  neuralgic  pain  in  the  neck,  on  the  right  side,  run- 
ning from  the  point  of  the  shoulder  to  the  head  at  a  point  about 
two  inches  behind  the  ear.  I  had  several  attacks  of  this  after- 
ward, and  at  times  could  not  lie  down  or  get  up  without  help.. 
Riding  during  the  last  spring  and  summer  would  cause  pain 
and  soreness  from  the  shoulder  to  the  head.  On  July  26th, 
after  a  few  days'  hard  work,  I  discovered  a  pulsating  tumor 
just  behind  the  sternal  portion  of  the  right  clavicle,  reaching 
half  or  two-thirds  across  the  trachea,  extending  to  the  right, 
one  inch  and  a  half,  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch  above  the 
clavicle  at  one  point.  On  August  9th,  I  lay  down  and  slept 
about  thirty  minutes,  and  when  I  awoke  was  very  hoarse, 
throat  a  little  inflamed,  tongue  very  foul.  In  two  days  I  could 
speak  but  just  above  a  whisper,  and  remain  so  to  this  moment. 
A  number  of  physicians  have  examined  this  enlargement,  and 
difi^er  in  their  opinion  as  to  its  nature.  Some  pronounce  it  an 
aneurism,  others  a  swelling  of  a  gland.  Will  you  give  me  your 
opinion  and  advice!  Dr.  G.  W.  Daniels. 

LowndesvilUy  S.  0' 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  off'er  an  opinion  on  matters  of  this 
kind,  for  a  sound  opinion  depends  on  personal  examination  of 
the  structures ;  yet  the  description  conveys  a  clear  idea  of 
aneurism  of  the  common  carotid.  A  tumor  or  a  glandular 
swelling  over  an  artery  will,  of  necessity,  partake  somewhat 
of  the  pulsating  thrill  of  the  artery  beneath.  But  tumors  other 
than  aneurismal  develop  slowly,  and  there  are  no  glands  at  this 
point  likely  to  form  so  large  a  swelling.  The  hard  work  pre- 
ceding the  enlargement,  its  rapid  development,  and  its  pulsat- 
ing character,  are  marked  features  of  aneurism.  If  it  is  a  glandu- 
lar swelling,  you  will  be  able  to  move  it  about  to  a  moderate 
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extent,  but  can  not  if  it  is  an  aneurism.  An  aneurism  may  be 
partially  reduced,  so  as  perceptibly  to  diminish  its  size,  by  a 
steady  grasping  pressure ,  but  this  can  not  be  effected  on  any 
other  tumor,  nor  on  a  glandular  swelling.  The  taroat  symp- 
toms suggest  pressure,  aneurismal  or  otherwise.  If.  on  ex- 
amining it  according  to  the  above  suggestions  (which  yoa  will 
lind  more  fully  detailed  in  my  Surgery),  you  realize  that  it  is 
aneurism,  you  must  keep  absolutely  free  from  muscular  exer- 
tion of  all  kinds,  and  lead  a  quiet  and  easy  life. 

0 


HEALTH. 


Nothing  can  be  more  personal,  more  literally  and  strictly 
yital,  than  bodily  health.  It  is  the  first  and  the  i>erpetaal  con- 
dition of  success.  I  do  not  say  that  all  men  wholiave  achieved 
success  have  lived  long  or  been  free  from  disease;  but  I  assert 
that  it  is  impossible  to  name  a  man  great  in  any  department  of 
life  who  did  not  possess  what  a  physician  would  call  a  ^^  strong 
vitality."  Many  great  men  have  died  early  and  endured  life- 
long disease;  but  a  close  physiological  examination  would 
show  that  they  were  largely  endowed  with  nervous  energy,  and 
usually  with  a  good  muscular  system.  If  we  look  over  the 
men  who  are  considered  successful  in  their  departments,  we 
shall  find,  with  rarest  exceptions,  that  they  have  certain  physi- 
cal characteristics  which  are  the  primary  conditions  of  sound 
health. 

But  special  superiority  does  not  constitute  health.  Nothing 
seems  finer,  physically,  than  the  trained  pugilist;  but  it  is  well 
understood  that  he  dies  early,  and  commonly  of  consumption. 
Health  is  something  different  from  strength.  It  is  universal 
good  condition,  it  is  general  vigor,  it  is  that  state  of  body  in 
which  every  function  works  well.  Too  much  value  is  attached 
to  muscular  strength,  and  too  little  to  nervous  energy.  In 
some  respects  identical,  they  still  represent  distinct  bodily 
forces.  One  is  the  power  that  doea^  the  other  endures.  One 
strikes  a  single  titanic  blow,  the  other  never  tires.  One  wins 
a  wager,  the  other  wins  a  fortune  and  a   name.     Physical 


HeaUh,  89 

strength  does  not  imply  nervous  energy ;  and  though  nervous 
energy  implies  a  good  body,  it  does  not  require  great  physical 
strength.     Secretary  Evarts  is  slender  to  frailness,  but  he  has  a 
nervous  system  that  enables  him  to  endure  a  harder  and  longer 
mental  strain  than  any  other  lawyer  at  the  bar  of  New  York. 
In  looking  at  men  of  marked  attainment,  we  find  almost  in- 
variably certain  physical  traits ;  but  a  closer  look  reveals  this 
subtler  quality  of  nerve  force  or  vitality.     It  is  this  that  makes 
the  man  what  he  is  as  a  working  power.      Vitality  is    the 
measure  of  success.     What  vitality  is  we  do  not  know.    We 
only  know  that  its  medium  is  the  nervous  system,  and  that  it  is 
fed  and  measured  by  the  assimilation  of  food  and  air.    Its 
degree  or  amount  is  determined  by  the  physical  and  nervous 
condition.    Nourish  and  strengthen  your  muscles  and  nerves, 
and  you  increase  your  vitality ;  but  it  is  the  vitality  that  does 
the  work,  not  the  muscles  or  nerves.    It  is  a  trifling  matter 
^whether  or  not  you  can  row,  or  bat,  or  walk  to  the  admiration 
of  a  crowd  and  of  yourself ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
moment  that  you  so  use  your  body  and  regulate  your  life  that 
you  shall  have  your  largest  possible  allowance  of  this  mys- 
terious thing  called  nerve-force,  or  vitality. 

It  is  no  small  joy  to  stand  before  life  with  a  consciousness  of 
strength  equal  to  its  emergencies.  The  most  exquisite  feeling 
possible  to  a  man,  is  the  sense  of  ability  to  overcome  obstacles ; 
to  face  a  wall  and  know  that  you  can  beat  your  way  through  it ; 
to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  pith  and  moment,  and  know  that 
you  can  carry  it  through  to  success;  to  come  under  an  inevi- 
table burden  and  know  that  you  can  stand  erect.  Facing  life 
in  this  way  is  often  regarded  as  a  matter  ot  mere  spirit;  but 
woe  to  the  man  of  spirit  who  undertakes  great  things  without 
a  well-dowered  body.  A  dash,  a  flutter  of  unstrung  nerves, 
ending  in  collapse,  is  all  there  is  to  relate. 

Oarlyle,  in  that  wondrous  wise  talk  of  his  to  the  students  of 
Edinburgh,  said :  "Finally,  I  have  one  advice  to  give  you, 
which  is  practically  of  great  importance.  You  are  to  consider 
throughout,  much  more  than  is  done  at  present,  that  health  is 
a  thing  to  be  attended  to  continually ;  that  you  are  to  regard 
that  as  the  very  highest  of  all  temporal  things  for  you.  There 
is  no  kind  of  achievement  you  could  make  in  the  world  that  is 
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equal  to  perfect  health.  What  to  it  are  nuggets  or  millions? 
Oarlyle  here  voices  the  common  feeling  of  overwhelming,  ir- 
reparable mistake  that  vast  numbers  are  called  to  underga 
Other  mistakes  may  be  overcome.  Mind  and  moral  nature 
are  subject  to  the  will ;  but  a  weakened  body — ^who  can  cor- 
rect that  ? 

Bodily  vigor  is  a  matter  of  preservation  and  steady  care, 
rather  than  of  special  training.  That  is,  God  has  given  most  of 
us  health ;  the  main  thing  is,  not  to  waste  it.  It  is  not  some- 
thing to  be  achieved,  but  something  to  be  retained.  If  the 
practical  wisdom  of  the  matter  were  put  into  one  phrase,  it 
would  be :  Avoid  whatever  tends  to  lessen  vitality. — From 
On  the  Threshold^  by  F.  T.  Hunger. 


CAUSES  OF  MEDICAL  UNRELIABILITY. 


..  Our  energetic  neighbor.  Dr.  Brinton,  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  has  been  "  speaking  out  in  meeting."  In  a 
late  number  of  his  Journal  he  has  done  "  a  little  truth-telling 
about  the  profession,"  in  the  shape  of  reporting  two  conver- 
sations in  which  he  had  taken  part,  and  which  he  leaves   his 

1  readers  "to  think  over."  There  is  food  for  thought  in  them; 
and  we  will  here  reproduce  them,  and  in  turn  leave  them  to 
our  readers : 

"  One  conversation  was  with  a  prominent  manufacturer  of 
surgical  instruments.  '  Doctor, '  he  said,  '  what  an  enormous 
number  of  unreliable  men  there  are  in  your  profession !  What 
little  respect  they  have  for  honest  dealing!  I  have  dealt  with 
many  classes  of  men,  but  with  none  so  unreliable  as  physi- 
cians. They  respect  their  promises  less,  and  they  keep  their 
engagements  more  negligently.  I  have  known  them  to  deny 
their  own  signatures  on  orders,  and  when  they  had  to  acknowl- 
edge it,  they  resorted  to  artifices  to  avoid  paying  their  debts 
and  fulfilling  their  just  contracts.  I  have  six  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  orders  on  my  books  long  past  due ;  in  many  instances 
I  have  been  requested  to  send  goods  C.  O.  D.,  and  when  they 
arrived  the  consignees  refused  to  receive  them,  and  I  have 
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paid  expenses  both  ways.  I  now  rarely  give  credit,  as  long 
experience  has  taught  me  that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  I 
should  get  nothing.' 

"  We,  of  course,  could  not  dispute  his  facts ;  but  we 
pointed  out  that  very  many  men  in  the  profession  were  no 
better  than  strangers  and  aliens  in  it;  fellows  who  had  crept 
in  at  the  window  and  not  come  in  at  the  door;  irregulars, 
quacks,  humbugs,  and  ignoramuses,  whom  no  one  wanted  to 
drive  out  of  it  more  earnestly  than  the  real  graduates. 

"  Some  days  after  we  repeated  this  conversation  to  a  physi- 
cian of  a  neighboring  State,  who  for  nigh  a  score  of  years  has 
had  a  living  practice  in  a  country  town.  He  is  one  of  those 
men  who  call  things  by  their  names,  and  uses  words  not  to 
darken  knowledge,  but  to  let  his  hearers  know  his  opinions. 
What  was  our  surprise  when  he  exclaimed : 

"  '  Your  instrument  maker  was  entirely  right,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  it  can  be  otherwise.  The  whole  practice  of 
medicine  is  based,  to  a  certain  extent,  on  deception,  and  these 
base  arts  poison  a  doctor's  mind  and  destroy  his  sense  of 
honesty.  You  are  called  to  a  patient;  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  you  have  to  deceive  him  or  the  family,  or  both.  You  repre- 
sent that  the  disease  is  more  serious  than  it  is,  in  order  to  get 
more  credit  for  its  cure ;  or  you  pretend  there  is  no  danger, 
lest  you  create  alarm,  when  you  yourself  are  quite  uneasy 
about  it.  Again,  you  are  constantly  asked  by  your  patients 
and  their  friends  numbers  of  questions  which  you  can  not  cor- 
rectly reply  to,  because  you  do  not  and  can  not  know  the 
anpweis.  But  you  must  not  confess  ignorance,  nor  even  doubt, 
or  else  you  are  reported  as  a  dull  fellow  at  the  corner  grocery 
and  the  sewing  circle.  No,  you  answer  positively  and  promptly, 
though  you  are  lying,  and  you  know  it. 

"'Your  competitors  pretend  to  knowledge  which  they  do  not 
have  ;  you  must  do  the  same,  or  else  you  lose  business,  through 
unfavorable  comparisons.  You  are  called  in  to  help  some 
friendly  doctor  out  of  a  scrape.  You  do  it  through  a  series  of 
deliberate  deceptions  practiced  upon  the  patient  and  the  family. 
A  mother  insists  you  must  prescribe  for  her  children  when 
it  is  clear  they  need  no  medicine.  You  write,  for  a  placebo, 
mint  water,  colored  and  sweetened,  and  you  give  minute  direc* 
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tions  about  administering  it.  You  do  your  duty  by  yonr  patient, 
but  you  have  acted  a  lie,  and  your  moral  nature  suffers  for  it 
The  charge  was,  that  doctors  do  not  pay  their  debts.  What 
wonder,  when  they  themselves  are  cheated  oat  of  half  or  a 
third  of  their  earnings?  People  will  not  pay  them;  the  doc- 
tor's bill  is  left  to  the  last ;  it  is  paid  grudgingly,  and  often 
most  ungratefully.  How  can  a  man  help  becoming:  callous  to 
his  obligations  to  others  when  he  is  thus  treated,  year  after 
year?  Probably  there  is  no  business  in  which  the  meanness 
of  mankind  is  brought  home  more  directly  to  the  mind  than  in 
this  of  ours.  Who  can  expect  us  to  rub  against  this  filth  for 
years  and  not  be  defiled  ? '  With  this  bitter  reflection  on  the 
present  method  of  medical  practice,  he  closed." 


NOTES  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  GYNECOLOGY. 


Early  Maternity. — Dr.  Henry  Dodd  in  the  London  Lancet^ 
gives  the  case  of  a  girl  born  on  August  8,  1871,  who  began 
to  menstruate  when  one  year  old.  At  first  the  periods  varied 
between  four  and  six  weeks,  but  latterly  have  been  quite 
regular  at  every  third  week.  On  June  22,  1880,  the  menses 
ceased,  the  girl  being  pregnant  at  eight  years  and  ten  months. 
After  six  hours'  labor,  she  was  delivered  of  a  child  weighing 
seven  pounds,  having  done  the  family  washing  the  day  before 
her  confinement. 


Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Erich  reported  a  case  to  the 
Baltimore  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  February,  1880,  the 
mother  felt  ''  a  lump  in  her  stomach."  In  the  spring  she 
"quickened,"  and  continued  to  grow  larger  until  August,  when 
the  swelling  began  to  diminish  and  there  were  violent  cramp- 
ing pains  and  symptoms  of  peritonitis.  In  October,  pus  began 
to  discharge  through  the  umbilicus.  April  3,  1881,  the  head 
of  a  femur  projected  through  the  umbilicus,  the  entire  foetal 
remains  were  removed  by  that  opening  without  cutting,  and 
the  woman  did  well. —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 
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Labor  with  Unruptured  Hymen. — Dr.  J.  Hickenbothan,  in 
the  Britiah  Medical  Journal^  reports  two  such  cases.  In  one 
case  the  woman  had  been  in  labor  twelve  hours  when  he  saw 
lier,  pains  very  forcible ;  vulva  distended  and  firm,  showing  a 
^ery  small  opening  at  the  anterior  edge,  being  really  an  im- 
mensely thickened  hymen.  It  was  incised  with  difficulty  by 
scissors,  and  the  child  soon  delivered. 


Spontaneous  Version. — A  curious  case  is  reported  by  Prof. 
E.  .D.  Force  in  the  Louisville  Medical  H&rald:  A  large,  healthy 
^woman,  in  her  first  confinement,  showed  the  breech  presenting. 
Hetumed  after  three  hours,  the  membranes  broke  during  an 
examination,  the  breech  presenting  so  low  that  the  child's  sex 
was  determined.  The  right  trochanter  seemed  a  little  too  high 
upon  the  left  innominatum,  he  put  the  point  of  his  finger  on 
the  coccyx  of  the  child  to  lift  it  up  a  little,  a  pain  came  on  that 
moment,  the  remaining  waters  gushed  out,  the  breech  was  felt 
receding,  and  the  head  presented  before  the  doctor  withdrew 
his  finger. 


Quinine  and  Premature  Labor. — Dr.  Downes,  in  the  Zancetj 
gave  a  case  where  he  believed  the  use  of  quinine  had  provoked 
to  premature  labor.  Dr.  Fogerty  replies  with  the  particulars  of 
a  case  where  quinine  to  the  amount  of  twenty  grains  a  day 
was  given  for  three  weeks,  for  malarial  anaemia,  to  a  pregnant 
woman.  She  went  on  to  full  term  without  any  uterino  distur- 
bance. Dr.  Lincoln  reports  a  similar  case,  where  free  doses  of 
quinine  did  not  interfere  with  the  completion  of  gestation. 


Recurrent  Puerperal  Fever. — In  the  Journal  of  Obstetrics, 
Dr.  Bernardy  gives  six  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  three  of  which 
had  two  attacks,  and  three  of  them  three  attacks.  He  thence 
argucs  that  an  attack  of  this  malady  puts  the  nervous  system 
in  a  condition  favorable  to  other  attacks.  Is  it  not  more 
probable  that  the  structures  are  altered  by  the  inflammation, 
and  that  this  predisposes  to  subsequent  returns,  as  inflammation 
oi  the  lungs  or  any  other  organ  leaves  it  susceptible  to  similar 
disturbances  ? 


94  Cincinnati  Meducd  Gazette. 

Antiseptic  Ovariotomy.  —  At  the  recent  International 
Medical  Congress,  in  London,  the  subject  of  using  the  carbolif 
spray  and  dressings,  as  introduced  by  Lister,  was  discussei 
The  candor  of  the  discussion  was  most  praiseworthy.  Prof. 
Keith  has  heretofore  been  a  warm  advocate  of  this  method, 
but  he  said  he  had  ^^  abandoned  the  antiseptic  treatment  alto- 
gether. True,  I  had  eighty  successive  recoveries  under  Lister'* 
method,  and,  stopping  there,  it  would  have  been  a  wonderfol 
showing.  But  out  of  the  next  twenty-five,  I  lost  seven.  One 
died  of  acute  septicaemia,  in  spite  of  the  most  thorough  an- 
tiseptic precautions :  three  of  unquestionable  carbolic-acid 
poisoning."  Of  the  eighty  successive  cases  first  attended  to, 
many  came  too  near  dying,  and  a  very  large  number  had  a 
frightfully  high  temperature  the  evening  after  the  operation. 
The  doctor's  sad  experience  had  led  him  totally  to  abandon  the 
antiseptic  management,  and  to  rely  on  cleanliness,  care  in  con- 
trolling the  hemnrrhage  and  drainage ;  and  his  cases  were 
giving  him  less  trouble,  and  the  results  were  more  satisfactory. 
Carbolic  acid  treatment  is  receiving  fatal  blows,  and  the  pois- 
oning drug  will  soon  be  thrown  down  from  its  present  senseless 
popularity. 

Resuscitating  the  Still  Born. — In  a  breech  presentation,  the 
cortl  was  about  the  neck  and  the  head  could  not  be  delivered 
for  about  five  minutes.  The  child  showed  no  signs  of  life 
when  born,  and  the  usual  methods  of  resuscitation  failed.  Dr. 
Shackleton  began  artificial  respiration  by  Sylvester's  method, 
and  heart  pulsation  was  soon  felt.  About  three  hours  this 
was  continued,  when  a  hot  flannel  was  applied  to  the  back  of 
its  neck  and  shoulders,  when  the  child  moved  for  the  first  time. 
The  body  had  all  the  time,  except  for  the  first  few  minutes, 
been  covered  with  hot  dry  flannels  frequently  renewed. 
Natural  respiration  was  not  established  till  after  three  hours 
and  a  quarter  of  this  artificial  respiration. — British  Medical 
Journal* 

Some  Orit3IBS. — Dr.  A.  K.  Van  Horn,  of  Illinois,  contributes 
some  interesting  crumbs  from  his  obstetric  note-book  to  Dr. 
Stevens'  Obstetric  Gazette,     Among  these  are  the  following 
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from  his  480  cases:  ''The  shortest  labor  noted  began  and 
finished  with  one  pain,  which  continued  at  least  five  minutes. 
In  her  next  confinement  she  had  two  pains.  She  informed  me 
that  she  never  had  more  than  one  or  two  pains  with  any  of  her 
-children,  who  were  numerous ;  but  she  suffered  intensely  dur- 
ing her  short  accouchment  My  most  tedious  case  lasted  from 
Wednesday  at  midnight  till  the  next  Saturday  noon.  The 
second  stage  was  finished  in  one  hour.  In  only  one  instance 
was  the  placenta  adherent.  In  my  single  case  of  placenta 
praevia,  I  swept  it  loose  from  the  womb  in  all  directions  as 
high  as  my  finger  would  reach,  which  instantly  arrested  the 
alarming  hemorrhage.  The  heaviest  infant  noted  weighed  six- 
teen pounds,  and  was  the  mother's  fifteenth  child." 


A  Sign  of  PREaNANCY. — An  interesting  article  on  this  sub- 
ject  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Lancet  last  winter,  from  Dr.  Gars- 
tens.  The  difficulty  of  diagnosis  in  the  early  months  of  ges- 
tation, is  well-known.  Dr.  Carstens  believes  he  has  found  a 
new  and  really  infallible  sign  in  the  fact  that  the  mucous  mem* 
brane  of  the  vagina  and  cervix  turns  a  purplish  blue  or  violet 
color  very  soon  after  conception.  He  has  never  known  it  to 
be  absent  during  the  first,  second  and  third  months  of  preg- 
nancy. 


ViGiNiTiB  FROM  PiN-WoRMS. — Occasionally  the  pin  or  thread 
worm  (oxyuris  vermicularis)  is  found  to  travel  from  its  home 
in  the  colon  to  ttie  vagina  and  other  parts.  The  St.  Louis 
Clinical  Record  has  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  R.  A.  Vaughan  in 
which  a  healthy  girl  of  six  years  was  suffering  from  inflafh- 
mation  of  the  vulva  and  vagina.  The  labia  were  studded  with 
granulations,  and  a  profuse  secretion  of  lightish-yellow  pus  was 
flowing  from  the  surfaces.  This  might  have  been  mistaken  for 
a  venereal  affection,  for  which  he  had  treated  the  child's  father 
a  short  time  before;  but  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was  dis- 
covered in  large  numbers  of  pin- worms  scattered  over  the 
granulations.  He  used  a  lotion  of  sulphate  of  zinc  with  car- 
bolic acid,  which  at  once  destroyed  the  parasites,  when  a 
simple  ointment  soon  restored  health  to  the  parts.  A  sister  of 
this  child  had  been  alarmingly  reduced  in  her  general  health 
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by  masturbation,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  presence  of  these 
worms  had  kept  np  the  vaginal  .excitement  An  ointment  of 
iodoform  in  vaseline  gave  relief  to  the  local  sensibility,  and  the 
bad  habit  was  then  broken  up. 


Adhikbnt  Placenta. — Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  Dr.  James  Hudley  grasps  the  uterus  with  one  hand,  and, 
if  it  is  not  contracting,  manipulates  it  till  it  does  take  one  good 
tonic  action.  Then  he  ties  the  cord,  passes  over  the  child  ^ 
wraps  the  cord  around  one  thumb,  cools  the  other  hand  in 
water  and  with  it  grasps  the  uterus  through  the  abdominal 
walls.  In  this  way  the  uterus  is  induced  to  contract  and  ex- 
pel the  placenta ;  and  in  thirty  years'  practice  he  has  not  had 
any  difficulty,  nor  any  severe  hemorrhage.  He  supposes  there 
must  be  cases  where  the  placenta  is  morbidly  adherent,  be- 
cause very  eminent  authors  say  so ;  but  he  has  never  met  a 
case  in  his  own  practice,  and  in  several  consultations  where 
this  condition  had  been  diagnosed  it  proved  not  to  be  true^ 
He  cites  a  case  published  in  the  Practitioner^  occurring  in 
Illinois,  where  a  consulting  physician  agreed  in  such  a  diag- 
nosis, introduced  his  hand  and  tore  away  part  of  the  bowels 
through  the  ruptured  womb — the  woman  dying  an  hour  after, 
and  no  morbid  adhesions  of  the  placenta  being  found  on  post- 
mortem. One  might  query  whether  the  Illinois  Board  revoked 
the  license  of  that  •'  learned  physician  "  and  his  *'  skillful  coun  - 
sel." — Louisville  Medioal  Herald. 


Artificial  Feeding. — The  present  minimum  rate  of  mortality 
of  children  under  one  year  old,  is  estimated  to  be  one  to  ten. 
The  chief  cause  of  this  excessive  mortality  is  artificial  alimen- 
tation. As  an  illustration  of  this  fact,  the  following  figures  are 
of  interest :  Among  children  of  the  easier  classes,  brought  up 
at  home,  the  rate  of  mortality  falls  as  low  as  7  per  100.  Among 
children  intrusted  to  hired  nurses,  it  varies  from  24  to  as  much 
as  90  per  100.  Among  children  nursed  by  their  mothers,  the 
mortality  is  about  8i  per  100 ;  and  among  these  brought  up  by 
nurses,  18  per  100  at  home,  and  22  per  100  when  away  from 
home.  Among  those  fed  from  the  bottle,  the  average  is  about 
61  per  100. — Maryland  Medical  Journal, 
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MoRTALiTT  TR  Small-Pox. — ^The  small-pox  mortality  in  Spain 
gives  a  very  large  rate.'  The  following  is  the  table  for  five 
years  : 

In  1872 — ^1,292  cases ;  deaths,  14  per  cent 
1878—4,127       «  "       18        « 

1874—5,182      «  "       19        " 

1875—6,024       «  «       20         " 

1876—3,897      "  "      24        « 


Dilatation  op  the  Stomach. — A  man  aged  fifty  began  suffer- 
ing from  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  twenty  years  ago. 
Eating  provoked  it,  vomiting  of  food  followed,  and  at  last  he 
threw  up  his  food  about  three  hours  after  a  meal.  He  grew 
worse  for  six  years,  when  one  night  he  was  awakened  by  some- 
thing that  seemed  to  give  way  near  the  hepatic  duct.  In  a 
few  minutes  he  vomited  three  pints  of  thick  and  greenish  pus. 
For  the  next  month  he  vomited  about  half  a  pint  of  the  same 
every  morning  on  awakening,  was  free  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  the  discharge  then  gradually  lessening.  On  entering 
Birmingham  Hospital,  the  stomach  reached  midway  from  the 
umbilicus  to  the  pubes.  Sarcinous  matter  was  vomited.  The 
stomach  was  washed  out  by  the  syphon  tube  daily ;  milk  was 
first  used  as  food,  but  improvement  soon  called  for  the  solids  ; 
the  bowels  acted  naturally,  and  he  continued  to  improve  till 
he  could  resume  his  ordinary  diet. — Dr.  J.  Russell,  in  British 
Medical  Journal. 


Bullet  in  the  Brain  Sixty-Five  Years. — A  soldier  was  shot 
in  the  left  eye  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  1815,  and  was  reported 
as  dead  by  the  man  next  to  him.  But  he  lived,  and  thirty-five 
years  after  came  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Elliott,  Scotland,  who 
found  that  the  bullet  had  not  found  exit,  but  was  still  in  the 
brain.  This'^man  died  in  December,  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five,  having  carried  that  bullet  in  his  brain  for  sixty-five  years. 


9^  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette, 

Faulty  Thermometers. — The  profession   has  been  running 
wild  on  the  subject  of  using  thermometers  in  testing  the  heat 
of  patients,  expecting  thereby  to  register  "  all  about  a  man." 
A  broad  suspicion  of  having  overdone  the  thing  has  dawned 
upon  the  minJs  of  many;  and  this  has  widened  very  decidedly 
under  the   bulletins   emanating  from    the   White    House   at 
Washington  this  summer.     A  correspondent  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  News  throws  confusion  into  the  camp  by  reporting 
some   observations    made    in  the  Society  of  Floyd   Co.,  Ky- 
The   question  of  the    accuracy   of   thermometers    came    up, 
when   five  gentlemen  plunged   their  instruments   into  a  cup 
of  hot  water.    They  registered  as  follows  :  108.4  degrees,  108.2 
degrees,  107.6  degrees,  107.5  degrees,  107  degrees.     How  hot 
was  that  water  ? 


The  Oldest  Man  Living. — In  Bogota,  Spain,  is  now  living  a 
man  who  claims  to  be  180  years  old,  and  whose  neighbors  say 
he  is  older  than  that.  The  old  men  of  the  city  declare  that  he 
was  a  very  old  man  when  they  were  children.  His  signature 
is  on  a  public  document  that  was  drawn  up  in  1712.  An  elderly 
physician  has  carefully  searched  into  the  case,  and  vouches  for 
this  man's  statement.  He  works  in  his  garden ;  his  hair  is 
bushy  and  snowy  white,  his  skin  tough  as  parchment ;  he  eats 
but  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  using  only  the  plainest  food 
and  this  always  cold.     So  runs  the  story. 


Mortality  in  Pneumonia. — At  a  spring  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Oounty  Medical  Society,  Prof.  Loomis  read  a  paper  on 
acute  pneumonia.  He  asked  the  question,  may  pneumonia  be 
classed  among  the  fatal  diseases  ?  which  question  was  wholly 
for  buncombe  and  to  make  an  opening  for  talk,  not  because 
any  one  ever  supposed  it  was  not  a  "  fatal  disease."  The  de- 
gree of  its  fatality  under  allopathic  treatment,  even  their  most 
intensely  "  scientific  "  treatment  of  this  day,  was  given  by  Prof. 
Loomis,  in  answer  to  his  own  question.  He  had  collected  a 
large  mass  of  statistics  from  private  practice  and  hospitals, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  collation  of  these  showed  the 
average  mortality  of  pneumonia  in  their  hands  to  be  twenty  and 
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one-tenth  per  cent.  Of  255  cases  which  he  anaylzed,  only  168 
recovered,  making  a  mortality  of  more  than  thirty-four  per 
cent.  Here  we  have  the  clear  allopathic  figures  on  a  very 
eommon  winter  malady.  We  earnestly  invite  our  physicians  to 
go  over  their  books  and  make  up  for  us  a  report  of  the  entire 
number  of  pneumonia  cases  they  have  treated,  and  the  number 

lost.     A  few  hours'  work  will  do  this,  and  then  we  can  show 

the  clear  figures  of  physio  medical  practice  and  its  results. 

Will  not  every  gentleman  be  so  kind  as  to  do  this  now^  and 

send  us  his  figures. 


Ganger  op  the  Stomach. — Dr.    Ripley,   in  the   New  York 
Pathological  Society,  showed  a  specimen  of  gastric  cancer  at 
the  cardiac  orifice,  with  numerous  infiltrations  in  the  liver  and 
elsewhere.      The  man,  aged  fifty-seven,  was  in  good  health  to 
within  six  weeks  of  his  death,  when  he  began  to  sufi'er  a  burn- 
ing pain  in  the  epigastrium  while  swallowing  his  food.     Pain 
increased,  often  lancinating,  aggravated  by  erect  posture  and 
deep  inspiration,  attacks  of  vomiting  came  on,  no  blood  in 
ejecta,  much  emaciation,  pulse  feeble  and  rapid,  no  cachexy. 
No  tumor  could  be  detected  in  the  epigastrium,  even  when  he 
was  examined  under  chloroform.    Jaundice  appeared,  the  liver 
enlarged  considerably,  vomited  almost  everything  taken  into  the 
stomach,   and    he  died  in  delirium.    The   absence  of  tumor 
shows  that  this  diagnostic  sign  is  not  infallible. 


Origin  op  Milk  Sickness. — In  a  paper  on  this  subject.  Prof. 
E.  T.  Oox  says  it  was  first  supposed  to  have  its  origin  in  some 
poisonous  plant  eaten  by  cattle,  but  every  suspected  grass  and 
weed  proved  harmless  on  scientific  investigation.    Then  it  was 
held  that  mineral  poisons  must  lurk  in  the  springs  and  brooks, 
but  hundreds  of  samples  were  analyzed  without  detecting  the 
presence  of  the  enemy.  At  last  investigation  of  the  clay  shales 
revealed  the  secret.    These  soft  rocks  from  ancient  mud  beds, 
which  abound  in  every  locality  infected  with  milk  sickness,  ex- 
hale some  sort  of  miasma  when  saturated  with  water,  which 
originated  the  disease  just  as  other  kinds  of  malaria  bring  on 
chills  and  fever.     Proceeding  upon  this  discovery,  thorough 
drainage  of  the  wet  lands  adjacent  to  the  shale  beds  dried 
them,  and  the  disease  disappeared. 


Editorial  Department. 


DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  GARFIELD. 


After  maDy  long  weeks  of  anxious  suspense,  the  Nation 
now  mourixa  the  death  of  President  James  A.  Garfield,  who 
died  on  September  19th,  from  a  pistol  wound  received  at  the 
hands  of  0.  J.  Guiteau,  on  July  2d.  All  are  familiar  with 
the  fact6,  and  with  the  intense  struggle  for  political  office  which 
led  up  to  the  commission  of  the  crime.  The  political  lessons 
that  a  prudent  and  honest  people  should  learn  from  such  an 
event,  are  so  momentous  that  the  life  of  the  Nation  itself  may 
hinge  upon  this  learning. 

From  a  professional  standpoint,  this  case  offers  many  themes 
for  serious  reflection.  That  one  of  such  magnificent  frame  and 
unbroken  constitution  should  linger  so  long  of  such  a  wound, 
and  die  just  as  his  attendant  surgeons  pronounced  him  recover- 
ing, is  a  matter  of  surprise.  The  course  of  the  bullet  was  not 
clearly  tracked  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  but  subsequently  it 
was  located  as  having  passed  downward  on  the  right  and  pos- 
terior part  of  the  abdomen.  The  examination  after  death 
shows  it  to  have  passed  through  the  front  portion  of  a  vertebra 
and  to  the  left  side  of  the  body.  The  liver  was  confidently 
announced  as  having  been  perforated,  the  signs  proving  this 
were  pointed  to  triumphantly,  and  the  histories  of  bullet 
wounds  through  the  liver  were  given  to  the  public  in  great 
numbers, — suggesting  that  doctors  took  this  mode  of  advertising 
themselves  in  violation  of  the  "  code."  It  has  turned  out  that 
the  liver  was  not  touched  by  the  ball.  A  track  down  the  pos- 
terior right  side  was  probed  and  syringed  out  as  the  track  of 
the  bullet.  It  proves  to  be  a  pouch  formed  by  the  pus  burrow- 
ing from  above. 

From  day  to  day,  after  the  swelling  and  suppuration  of  the 
parotid  gland,  it  was  declared  by  the  surgeons  that  there  was 
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:&o  pyaemia  or  pus  poisoning.  All  the  symptoms  of  that  poison- 
ing v«rere  present  for  weeks  befcre  the  President's  death,  the 
condition  from  the  day  of  the  wounding  made  such  an  issue 
probable,  and  the  autopsy  showed  the  body  laden  with  pus. 
The  bullet  itself  was  encysted,  and   therefore  in  a  harmless 
position;    that    portion    of  the    track    nearest   the  ball    was 
olosed    by  healing,  but  the  portion  reached  by  the  surgeons 
in  their  carbolic  acid  washings  was  gaping  and  in  a  bad  con- 
dition.    The  President  did  not  die  from  the  presence    of  the 
bullet,  but  from  pyaemia. 

Now  comes  up  this  grave  question :  Was  that  pyaemia  neces- 
sarily fatal;  or  was  itaggravated,  extended,  and  fatally  assisted 
by  the  course  of  the  attending  and  consulting  surgeons  ?    This 
is  not  a  question  of  partisan  medicine.     It  has  been  opened  up 
before  this  Nation  and  before  the  world.    It  will  no  doubt  be 
opened  up  in  the  courts  in  defense  of  Guiteau.    The  Army  and 
Navy  Surgeons-General  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  Dr. 
Bliss  and  Professors  Agnew  and  Hamilton,  are  thus  practically 
on  trial.    The  entire  boasted  system  of  allopathic  medicine  and 
surgery  is  on  trial.    The  value  of  that  system  after  all  its  army 
experience,  and  the  probable  effects  of  it  on  the  mortality  rate 
of  the  past  war,  come  up  for  criticism.    The  right  of  this  class 
of  men  to  step  forward  and  demand  legislation  to  '^  protect  the 
people  "  by  enabling  this  one  class  to  crush  out  the  business  of 
all  other  medical  classes,  is  in  this  death  brought    keenly 
home  to  the   public    mind.    Those    several    points   will   un- 
doubtedly be  probed  to  the  very  bottom,  and  the  Nation  thus 
reap  incalculable  benefits  through  this  great  crime. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


— B.  T.  B.  wrote  us  from  Clinton,  111.,  which  seems  not  to 
be  his  home.  We  do  not  recognize  him  by  his  initials ;  and 
will  be  much  obliged  for  his  full  name  and  address,  and  for  a 
copy  of  the  paper  alluded  to. 

—J.  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia,  was  imprisoned  one  year 
for  attempting  to  evade  the  law  by  running  away  to  Canada. 
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Now  he  is  fined  $1,000,  and  one  yearns  imprisonment,  for  issuing 
a  bogus  diploma.  By  the  time  he  has  been  tried  and  punished 
on  each  one  of  the  30,000  he  has  issaed,  he  will  be  a  pretty  old 
man.  Diplopia  selling  has  ceased  to  be  profitable,  and  some 
of  the  new  professors  should  take  warning  and  keep  out  of  the 
penitentiaries. 

— ^At  the  105th  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical 
Society,  we  read :  "  The  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  Dr.  Charles  Vogeler,  of  Newark,  he  having 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  by-laws."  Does  that 
mean  a  diploma  from  a  society,  without  a  college  education  ? 
If  so,  the  sticklings  of  our  allopathic  neighbors  for  strict  medi- 
cal laws  and  long  college  attendance,  depend  on  those  laws 
crippling  the  business  of  others  without  affecting  them. 

— Speaking  of  laws,  we  notice  that  the  allopathic  societies 
in  New  York  are  busy  in  securing  prosecutions  under  the  new 
law.  This  was  the  plan  of  those  folks  from  1830  to  1844,  and 
gave  the  people  an  impression  that  allopathy  cared  more  to 
drive  out  business  rivals  than  to  promote  the  public  health. 
This  class  prosecution  will,  we  predict,  create  the  same  public 
impression  now,  and  end  in  the  overthrow  of  the  law.  Ameri- 
cans will  not  submit  to  any  legislation  that  enables  one  class  to 
oppress  another  class  in  the  same  business.  Some  attempts  of 
this  kind  in  New  Jersey  have  been  dismissed  by  the  Courts, 
which  refused  to  hold  the  "  irregulars "  on  criminal  charges 
preferred  by  allopathistd. 

— Medical  writers  sometimes  mix  things  slightly.  One 
recently  wrote  of  a  woman  who,  under  the  influence  of  chloral, 
had  not  lost  her  virile  powers.  A  writer  in  the  Medical  Brief 
says:  The  inspection  thus  begun  revealed  a  young  man  of 
twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age,  a  perfect  Amazon  of 
strength. 

— When  General  Burgoyne  surrendered  his  army  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  he  peevishly  told  General  Gates  that  he  was 
"  more  of  a  midwife  than  a  general."  ^'  That  is  true,"  replied 
Gates,  "  for  I  have  just  delivered  you  of  7,000  men." 

— A  correspondent  regrets  that  J.  Kost's  book,  and  not  ours, 
h'as  been  chosen  as  text-book  on  Materia  Medica  in  a  "reform" 
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college.     He  need  not  grieve,  for  we  do  not.    When  the  adop- 
tion of  our  books  was  promised  on  condition  that  we  would 
recognize  what  we  believed  would  be  corrupt,  we  declined;  and 
80  our  books  were  thrown  out.     Our  friend  will  remember  that 
^we  do  not  and  never  did  recognize  any  Buchanan  diplomas ; 
for  to  do  that  would  be  to  put  our  own  diplomas  and  our  own 
graduates  on  a  level  with  his.     We  would  all  be  "  birds  of  a 
feather"  with  him.    If  we  can  not  recognize  Buchanan  diplo- 
mas, how  can  we  be  expected  to  recognize  as  a  college  any- 
thing conducted  by  Buchanan  graduates  ?    How  can  men  hold- 
ing diplomas  from  a  corrupt  source  be  expected  to  give  other 
than  a  taint  of  dishonor  to  anything  they  touch  in  the  pro- 
fession ?    Men  must  come  into  this  profession  in  a  square  and 
honorable  way  if  they  expect  our  recognition.    This  may  caU 
forth  their  vindictive  assaults ;  but  we  care  no  more  for  these 
than  for  the  assaults  of  disappointed  professorship  seekers,  or 
for  those  Buchanan  made  on  us  twenty  years  ago  for  rejecting 
his  diplomas.  Students  who  get  parchments  from  such  colleges 
will  soon  find  themselves  spurned  by  honorable  men,  and  their 
papers  thrown  out  by  law  as  are  those  of  Buchanan,  Paine, 
Curtis  and  Nicely.    An  outline  eclectic  book  written   about 
forty  years  agd,  will  do  well  enough  for  their  text-book. 

— The  potency  of  public  schools  in  spreading  diphtheria, 
scarlatina  and  similar  maladies,  is  receiving  much  attention. 
In  towns  and  cities,  parents  are  too  often  regardless  of  the 
health  of  other  people's  children ;  and  many  times  allow  their 
own  children  to  go  to  school  when  but  recently  recovered  from 
some  of  these  maladies,  or  with  the  malady  then  in  their  homes. 
This  is  a  social  crime  that  should  be  vigorously  prevented; 
and  the  authorities  do  well  in  closing  the  schools  when  such 
epidemics  appear. 

— Speaking  of  epidemics  reminds  us  that  the  cholera  is  again 
prevailing  to  a  frightful  extent  in  the  East  Indies,  and  has 
begun  to  move  westward.  The  summer  of  1883  may,  by  the 
usual  history  of  this  malady,  witness  its  return  to  our  own 
country.  Local  filth  is  the  very  parent  of  cholera,  as  it  is  of 
most  epidemics.  It  is  none  too  early  for  villages,  towns  and 
cities  to  begin  a  most  rigid  course  of  purification.  It  is  too 
late  to  begin  when  cholera  gets  here. 


WILLIAM  H.  COOK'S 

PHYSIO-MEDICAI^PUBLIGATIONS. 

Soienoe  and  Practice  of  Medicine: 

Volume  I.  is  now  ready.     Contains  the  full  system  of  Physio-Med- 


ical Therapeutics,   Inflammation,   Fever,   Dropsy,  and  maladies  of  the 
Mouth,  Larynx,  Lungs,  Bronchi,  Heart,  Stoma:h  and  Bowels.      $6.00 

Physlo-Medloal    Dispensatory : 

By  Prof.  W.  H.  CooV,  M.  D.,  Part  I.  Therapeutus.~l\ie  Science  of 
selecting  and  administering  Remedies.  Part  II.  Materia  Medica. — Fuli 
descriptions  of  the  New  School  Remedies.   Part  III.  PhamuMy.     $8.00 

Physio-Medical  Surgery: 

Bv  Prof.  W.  H.  Cook,  M.  D.  Chiefly  Medical.  Gives  full  direc- 
tions for  New  School  treatment  of  Suppuration,  Ulcers,  Burns,  Piles, 
Erysipelas,  Cancer,  Gravel,  Venereal,  etc.  $6.00 

Woman's  Book  of  Health: 

A  Guide  for  the  Wife,  Mother  and  Maid,  $2.00 

W.  H.  COOK,  131  Ninth  Street,  Cincinnati. 
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SANATIVE  NERVINES  vs.  MORPHINE.— A  CASE. 

B7  PROF.  H.  E.  HOEB,  M.  D. 


The  3d  of  last  September,  I  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  0.,  aged 
38,  a  poor  woman  who,  when  able,  did  mnch  hard  labor — such 
as  heavy  washing,  house-cleaning,  etc.  Found  her  suffering 
intensely  with  pain  located  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  too 
weak  to  stand  on  her  feet,  expression  anxious,  extremely 
emaciated,  the  surface  quite  yellow  from  absorption  of  retained 
bile,  and  also  quite  cool.  Extremities  cold.  Pulse  very  weak, 
small  and  frequent  Pain  of  a  sharp,  shooting  character, 
alternated  by  a  severe  aching  and  bearing  down  sensation  at 
irregular  and  short  intervals.  Inquiry  elicited  the  following 
facts  in  the  history  of  the  case : 

Has  been  under  treatment  for  more  than  a  year  past.  The 
first,  for  which  she  applied  to  the  doctor  (a  homoeopath),  was 
a  supposed  rheumatism  in  one  of  her  legs.  After  treatment 
for  some  time,  that  improved  so  as  not  to  cause  further 
trouble ;  but  this  pain  through  the  uterus  developed  gradually 
as  the  limb  improved ;  the  menses  ceased  to  appear  at  regular 
intervals,  and  a  very  offensive,  sanious  discharge  constantly 
flowed  from  the  womb.  All  the  symptoms  gradually  grew 
worse  in  spite  of  the  treatment.  She  lost  flesh  rapidly,  and 
being  in  constant  pain,  her  nervous  system  became  much  pros- 
trated. After  several  months  of  patience  with  the  attending 
physician,  she  finally  dismissed  him  and  called  in  ah  eclectic. 
The  latter  put  her  at  once  upon  the  regular  use  of  morphine. 
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to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  treatment  This  would  stop  the 
pain  and  procure  for  her  a  kind  of  ^^rest"  known  only  too  well 
by  thousands  of  sufferers  in  the  laud.  As  is  always  the  case, 
the  dose  of  morphine  had  to  be  gradually  increased  as  it  lost 
its  power  over  the  vital  domain,  so  that  now  she  was  taking 
more  than  three  times  the  quantity  constituting  the  maximum 
dose,  according  to  the  authorities  advising  the  employment  of 
this  poison. 

Not  only  was  the  dose  of  the  drug  thus  increased;  but,  in 
spite  of  this,  the  pain  now  seldom  left  her  entirely.  She  re 
peatedly  appealed  to  the  doctor  to  desist  his  course  and  give 
her  something  possessing  curative  properties,  rather  than 
dosing  her  with  that  which  she  fully  realized,  as  he  must  have, 
would  not  and  could  not  but  increase  her  sufferings  and  ulti- 
mately destroy  her.  Turning  only  a  deaf  ear  to  her  entreaties 
and  assuring  her  that  he  was  doing  ^^  all  that  could  be  done,"^ 
and  that  she  would  soon  be  better,  he  continued  this  course 
until  she  dismissed  him  and  sent  for  me. 

In  addition  to  the  symptoms  already  given,  her  bowels  were 
very  loose,  discharges  acridly  bilious  and  as  frequent  as  every 
fifteen  to  thirty  minutes,  usually  during  the  night,  seldom 
having  more  than  one  or  two  evacuations  during  the  day. 
This,  however,  was  a  condition  but  recently  developed;  con- 
stipation to  an  aggravated  extent  having  been  the  previous 
condition.  Urine  scanty,  highly-colored  and  painfully  scald- 
ing. Appetite  entirely  wanting.  Stomach  failing  to  digest 
such  little  portions  of  food  as  she  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
take.  Tongue  red,  pointed,  tremulous  and  partially  covered 
by  a  tenacious  mucus. 

Considering  her  extreme  weakness  and  complete  emaciation, 
together  with  the  deranged  digestive  and  nutritive  functions, 
plus  a  now  confirmed  morphine  habit,  I  was  extremely  doubt- 
ful about  being  able  to  afford  her  much  relief,  and  so  stated  to 
her  and  her  friends  present.  Being  urged  to  do  what  I  could, 
and  feeling  anxious  to  mitigate  her  sufferings,  at  least,  if  I 
could  not  entirely  and  permanently  fret  her  from  them,  I 
consented  to  make  the  effort.    Some  of  the  moQ)hine  powders 
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left  by  Doctoj:  No.  2  were  yet  unused  and  lying  on  a  table 
near  the  bed;  these  I  at  once  threw  into  the  fire.  Began 
t^reatment  as  follows: 

1^        Oaulophyllum 

Oypripedium  aa  5  iij 

Ginger,  Af.  3  ij 

M.  S. :  Prepare  by  infusing  in  one  pint  of  hot  water.  Keep 
^-arm,  and  give  one  tablespoonful  every  thirty  minutes  till  the 
third  dose  is  given ;  after  which  once  every  hour,  gradually 
lengthening  the  intervals  a^  the  pain  becomes  less  severe,  and 
stopping  its  use  entirely  if  perfect  relief  from  suffering  ensues. 
Also, 

^        Syr.  Rhei  et  Potass.        $  ii  ss 
Fid.  Ext.  Myrica  5  iv 

Fid.  Ext.  Xanthoxylum  3  ij 

M.S.:  One  teaspoonful  every  two. hours,  giving  at  longer 
intervals  as  the  discharge  from  the  bowels  become  less  fre- 
quent. Placed  heated  bricks  to  the  feet,  which  were  icy  cold, 
and  ordered  a  fomentation  of  hops  over  the  region  of  the 
uterus. 

I  left,  promising  to  call  again  that  evening,  it  being  9  A.  m. 
now.  At  6:30  p.  M.  I  found  her  still  sufifering,  but  not  quite 
so  severely.  Bowels,  as  usual,  had  not  moved  more  than  once 
or  twice  through  the  day.  Made  no  change  in  treatment,  only 
•  to  substitute  the  hop  fomentation  by  the  application  of  stimu- 
lating liniment  over  that  region  every  three  hours.  Was  called 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  and  found  her  raving  like 
a  maniac,  complaining  of  agonizing  pain  through  the  womb 
and  extending  to  the  ovaiies,  and  presenting  all  the  distressing 
nervous  phenomena  qo  common  in  cases  where  morphine  is 
withdrawn  after  the  habit  has  become  established.  She  had 
plead  with  and  begged  of  the  nurse  all  night  to  procure  her 
some  of  the  drug,  declaring  to  her,  Sir  she  iiid  now  to  me,  that 
phe  could  not  live  without  it.  The  nurse  had  refused  to 
comply  with  her  request,  as  I  had  left  positive  directions  not 
to  give  it. 
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The  bowels  were  still  too  loose,  but  not  discharging  so 
frequently  as  before.  Ordered  the  rhi  preparation  continued. 
To  an  infusion  such  as  prescribed  twenty-four  hours  ago,  I 
added  Scutellaria  5  i^9  ^^^  tia^^  as  before  every  hour. 

Visited  the  patient  at  6  p.  m.  again,  and  found  that  she  was 
feeling  some  better.  The  pain  was  less  constant  and  not  so 
severe.  The  nervous  symptoms,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  morphine,  were  no  better,  and  the  patient  insisted  that 
she  must  have  a  little  of  that  article  or  die.  I  assured  her 
that  she  would  not  die  on  that  account,  and  that  if  she  would 
but  follow  my  directions  faithfully,  in  a  reasonable  time  she 
would  be  not  only  free  from  much  of  her  pain  and  distress, 
but  also  liberated  from  the  desire  to  be  placed  under  the 
ruinous  influence  of  the  article  which,  more  than  aught  else, 
brought  her  to  her  present  condition  of  suffering.  Treatment 
continued. 

The  following  morning  I  found  her  bowels  had  moved  only 
once  during  the  night,  and  that  with  an  entirely  favorable 
change  in  the  character  and  consistence  of  the  discharges. 
She  had  slept  five  or  six  hours,  pain  almost  entirely  gone,  but 
was  much  weaker  than  before.  Directed  the  infusion  to  be 
given  only  once  every  three  hours,  unLss  a  pai'oxysm  of  pain 
should  recur,  wlien  they  should  again  give  it  at  shorter  in- 
tervals.   Discontinued  the  rhei  preparation  and  prescribed : 

]^        Chinchonidia  Sulph.      gra.  v  iij 
Hydras  tia  Phos.  gr.  iy 

01.  Capsicum  (Trit)  gr.  j 

M.  Div.  Chart.  No.  vi.  S. :  One  every  four  hours.  Con- 
tinue the  use  of  the  liniment,  but  at  intervals  of  six  hours 
only. 

Twenty-four  hours  later  I  saw  my  patient  and  was  pleased  to 
find  hei*  free  from  pain  and  much  stronger,  having  slept  nearly 
the  whole  night,  ate  some  toast  for  supper,  and  took  quite 
freely  of  it,  and  some  tea  for  breakfast. .  Pulse  less  frequent 
and  stronger.  Tongue  not  so  pointed  nor  tremulous,  and  less 
covered  by  the  mucous  coating.  The  urinary  trouble  trifling, 
and  the  desire  for  morphine   gone,   together   vnth  much  of 
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the  strange  nervous  and  mental  impressions  the  morphine  had 
made.  The  use  of  the  infusion  was  now  discontinued,  and  the 
Tiurse  provided  with  some  of  the  articles  (omitting  the  Scutel- 
laria), directing  her  to  prepare  and  use  it  if  a  recurrence  of 
the  former  symptoms  of  pain,  etc.,  should  take  place.  Re- 
newed prescription  of  yesterday.  Also  left  twO;grain  powders 
of  apocynin  and  euonynim,  equal  parts ;  soda  bi-carbonate, 
one-half  part ;  xanthoxylin,  one-fourth  part;  to  be  given  every 
six  hours. 

Continued  this  treatment  for  a  few  days,  when  the  hepatic 
was  no  longer  indicated,  bowels  regular,  and  surface  returning 
normal  color.  Also  changed  from  the  tonic  powders  to  that  of 
teaspoonful  doses  of  syr.  liriodendron  comp.,  with  two  grains 
of  hydrastia  phos.  in  each  three  ounces. 

The  discharge  from  the  vagina  continued  all  this  time,  and 
no  less  offensive  than  when  I  was  first  called.     I  decided  now 
to  make  an  examination  with  speculum  to  ascertain  the  con- 
dition more  fully.     I  failed  utterly  in  the  introduction  of  that 
instrument,  it  causing  intense  pain  whenever  the  attempt  was 
made ;  and,  as  the  patient's  nervous  system  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  justify  the  procedure,  I  abandoned   it.      The  next 
attempt  was  to  make  a  digital  exploration  of  the  parts.    This, 
too,  failed.    She  could  not  bear  to  have  the  finger  introduced 
into  the  vagina  to  exceed  the  distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half, 
and  at  this  point  the  finger  was  met  by  an  irregular,  obstruct- 
ing substance,  and  intense  pain  ensued,  so  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  distinguish  whether  it  was  the  os  uteri  or  some 
abnormal  growth.     Being  unable  to  learn  anything  by  these 
means,  I  directed  a  wash  for  the  parts,  hoping  to  reduce  the 
irritability  of  the  mucous  sunaces  and  so  be  able  to  push  my 
investigation. 

Up  to  the  present  writing,  September  12th,  I  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  .allaying  the  irritable  condition  sufSciently  to  make 
it  possible  to  complete  the  examination.  About  once  a  week 
there  is  a  recurrence  of  the  uterine  suffering  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  but  opt  so  severe  as  at  first,  and  it  readily  yields 
to  a  few  doses  of  the  infusion  before  mentioned. 
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The  patient  is  up,  sitting  and  going  about  the  house  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  Appetite  good.  Sleeps  well.  The 
kidneys  acting  quite  well,  and  the  bowels  regular. 

I  report  this,  not  because  there  is  anything  so  very  remark- 
able in  it  all  to  the  older  members  of  our  profession,  but  to 
show  our  younger  men  that  there  is  safety  in  relying  on  Physio- 
Medical  principles  and  sanative  agents.  In  these  days  of  in- 
discriminate and  wholesale  use  of  narcotics,  it  is  a  common 
thing  to  hear  it  claimed  by  doctors  and  other  people  that  it 
will  never  do  to  withdraw,  at  once  and  too  suddenly,  the  use 
of  morphine  and  kindred  poisons,  when  once  the  habit  is  fixed. 
The  Physio-Medicalist  need  not  fear  under  any  circumstances 
to  forbid  their  use.  Not  only  so,  but  it  is  his  duty  to  his 
patient,  :md  to  himself  and  the  cause  he  has  espoused,  to  point 
out  the  error  in  the  use  of  narcotics,  and  kindly  but  firmly 
decline  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  case  unless  he  can 
have  full  control  of  it.  My  practice  has  invariably  been  to 
stop  a  patient  from  using  a  particle  ot  any  narcotic,  under  the 
false  impression  that  they  must  "  taper  oflf."  This  principle 
and  practice  hold  good  in  delirium  tremens,  the  tobacco  habit, 
etc.,  etc. 

Waynesville^  O. 
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PL  A  CENT  A  PREVIA  WITH  CONVULSIONS 

BY   £.   TOMPKINS,  M.  D. 


On  the  21st  of  September,  1881,  Mr.  R.  hailed  me  as  I  was 
passing  his  place  of  business,  and  said:  '^Mrs.  R.  has  been 
flowing  at  intervals  for  three  weeks.  What  shall  we  do  for 
her?"  I  told  him  I  would  return  in  an  hour  and  call  in.  I 
had  been  gone  about  three-fourths  of  an  hour  when  a  mes- 
senger met  me,  saying,  Mrs.  R.  was  dying;  come  with  alMl 
speed.    In  a  few  minutes  more  and  I  was  by  her  side. 

Found  her  in  convulsions.  Learning  that  the  time  for  con- 
finement had  come,  I  instituted  a  vaginal  examination  and 
foand  the  placenta  stretched  across  the  os  as  tight  as  a  drum 
head,  with  scarcely  sufficient  dilation  of  the  os  to  admit  one 
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linger.  She  had  been  having  regular  pains  for  some  time,  at 
intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  hemorrhage  had  been  so 
considerable  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  dilEculty  that  any 
pulsation  of  the  radial  artery  could  be  found.  I  at  once 
decided  that  there -was  but  one  alternative  left,  and  that  was 
to  evacuate  the  uterus  without  delay.  Called  Dr.  Hank,  an 
allopathist  (but  a  gentleman)  to  assist  me.  The  convulsions 
yielded  readily  to  the  impression  of  the  third  preparation  of 
lobelia. 

Proceeded  to  operate  by  quickly  detaching  the  placenta, 
which  was  firmly  adhered  to  the  os,  and  removing  it.  Then 
rupturing  the  amniotic  sac,  finding  a  head  presentation,  brought 
down  the  feet  and  delivered  the  child  at  once,  which  had 
probably  been  dead  half  an  hour.  The  uterus  immediately 
inverted,  but  was  readily  replaced,  and  a  dash  of  iced  water 
injected  into  the  uterine  cavity  (a  remedy  whose  continued 
use  would  do  great  harm  by  increasing  the  inertia,  but  just  a 
dash,  which  will  be  very  sure  to  bring  on  reaction),  which 
caused  it  at  once  to  contract,  avoiding  any  further  hemor- 
rhage. The  lady  was  very  near  to  death's  door,  but  by  the 
use  of  injections  to  the  rectum  of  composition,  serpentaria, 
capsicum  and  quinine,  aided  by  the  application  of  dry  heat 
and  friction,  she  soon  rallied  to  consciousness. 

She  improved  rapidly,  being  able  to  walk  about  her  room 
the  sixth  day,  and  is  now  quite  well. 

Riohfield  Centre^  0, 
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RELIABILITY  OF  DOOTORS. 

BY  I.  W.  NIXON,  M.  D. 


The  article  about  the  unreliability  of  doctors,  in  the  last 
Gazette,  has  much  interested  me,  and  I  would  like  to  add  to 
it  a  few  thoughts  of  my  own.  When  people  are  sick  they  want 
the  closest  attention,  and  insist  that  the  doctor  must  come 
often,  and  want  him  to  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  their 
case.    If  a  far  more  dangerous  patient  send  for  him  and  he 
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fail  to  make  an  ordinary  visit  up  to  the  hoar,  he  is  accus 
neglect  and  never  allowed  to  forget  it  The  exactiog:  pat 
who  growled  because  his  dyspepsia  was  not  allowed  to  s 
in  the  way  of  the  doctor  waiting  on  a  condnetnent  or  harr 
to  a  pneumonia,  scolds  for  the  next  year  about  the  physi 
being  ^'inattentive  to  his  business,'*  and  tells  everybody 
he  is  a  mighty  good  physician  if  you  could  only  depend 
his  coming  when  sent  for.  They  fasten  this  reputation 
him  in  circumstances  so  uigust  as  truly  to  be  villianous,  < 
keep  a  score  or  more  from  employing  him,  greatly  to  his  h 

They  give  the  doctor  no  room  to  consider  whose  case  d, 
net  be  put  off  an  hour  for  fear  death  would  follow,  or  wh< 
may  be  delayed  a  day  or  more  without  the  least  damage 
loss.  If  he  stay  an  entire  day  with  them  when  serioasly  sit 
to  the  neglect  of  everybody  else,  they  feel  no  gratitude,  ecu 
that  but  a  single  visit,  and  never  give  him  the  privilege 
doing  a  like  service  to  anyone  else  whose  life  may  be  hangii 
on  a  thread,  and  can  be  saved  only  through  such  profession 
devotion.  If  ho  save  their  life  by  neglecting  everybody  eli 
for  a  day  or  two,  it  is  all  right;  but  he  must  let  other  peop 
die  and  rush  to  attend  to  their  corns  and  colics,  or  incur  the 
displeasure.  When  they  call  at  his  office  far  outside  of  hi 
regular  office  hours,  they  are  in  a  huff  if  he  is  not  there,  an 
rush  off  to  tell  their  acquaintances  that  they  ^^  can  never  fin* 
that  doctor  in  his  office,"  and  turn  away  from  him  ten  timei 
more  business  than  they  give  or  bring  to  him. 

But  when  he  sends  in  his  bill,  they  want  him  to  do  it  as  ii 
he  were  a  pauper,  and  that  it  is  a  wonderful  thing  that  thejr 
have  condescended  to  patronize  him.    Each  visit  is  scanned 
with  the  utmost  care,  for  fear  he  has  got  down  one  too  manr< 
and  probably  he  has  it  said  to  him  more  plainly  than  politelj 
that  ^^  they  didn't  know  he  had  come  so  often.''    After  be  has 
swallowed  this,  he  is,  perhaps,  higgled  with  about  the  price  of 
his  visits,  and  informed  that  they  ^^  think  he  is  charging  too 
high,  for  Dr.  Blank  charges  fifty  cents  less  a  visit  to  their 
neighbor."'   His  nights  of  anxious  thought  over  some  serious 
illness,  robbing  him  of  sleep  after  days  of  hard  work,  and  ^ 
leading  him  to  spend  many  dollars  in  books  that  will  increase 
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his  skill,  are  not  considered;  but  he  must  be  asked  to  cut 
down  his  prices  to  a  level  with  some  fellow  who  never  buys  a 
book  or  thinks  a  moment  over  his  most  alarming  cases. 

Quite   probable  is  it  that  the   price  asked   for  medicines 
furnished  is  also  higgled  about.    In  general  country  practice  it 
is  the  custom  to  make  no  charge  for  these;  but  in  chronic  and 
office   practice  the  medicine  furnished  may  be  worth  two  or 
more  times  the  charge  for  examination  and  prescription.    To 
want  this  for  nothing  is  pilfering,  to  want  it  for  much  less 
than  the  druggist  would  charge  is  outrageous.  What  is  it  when 
they   ask  the  doctor  to  turn  druggist,  take  out  his  time  in 
preparing  their  medicines,  because  he  will  do  it  more  care- 
fully than  the  druggist,  ask  him   to   charge  it  in  their  bill 
and  settle  in  a  year  or  two,  because  the  druggist  demands 
cash  down,  and  at  the  end   of   the  year  or  two  set  up  an 
outcry  among   their  friends  against  his  "  high  charges,"  when 
he  has  barely  asked  what  a  really  good  druggist  would  have 
asked  In  cash  at  the  time  of  purchase ! 

And  after  the  bill  has  been  higgled  over  in  this  style,  and  a 
deduction  sought  for  by  ways  that  vex  the  soul  of  an  honorable 
man,  who  knows  he  deserves  much  more  than  he  asks  for,  is  he 
then  paid  ?  Not  always.  If  he  is  urgent,  a  part  of  the  bill 
may  be  doled  out  and  the  balance  be  asked  to  have  a  place  on 
next  year's  account.  Or,  he  is  asked  to  wait  till  the  crops  are 
sold,  or  the  hogs  are  killed,  or  something  else  is  done ;  and 
then  payment  is  made  to  the  store,  the  blacksmith,  the  shoe- 
maker and  everybody  else.  If  anything  is  left  over,  the  doctor 
is  thought  of — perhaps  to  get  his  full  bill  honestly,  perhaps  to 
get  a  small  portion  of  it,  while  money  f  nough  is  reserved  to 
let  the  farmer  buy  another  farm  he  has  been  hankering  after ; 
perhaps  to  get  nothing  at  all  beyond  a  promise,  or  a  settle- 
ment by  note  that  has  a  year  to  run,  and  that  must  not  be 
sold  or  pushed  for  fear  of  losing  that  family's  "  patronage." 

Out  of  abundance  of  bitter  experience  in  my  own  profee- 
sional  life  have  I  written.  If  a  physician  is  so  treated  by 
people  who  have  the  skill  of  his  brain  and  the  anxiety  of  his 
soul,  what  regard  for  them  can  they  expect  him  to  have — 
what  respect  for  their  uprightness  or  concern  for  their  welfare! 
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IS  he  18  thus  defrauded  out  of  honest  and  reasonable  payi 
of  what  he  earns,  how  can  he  pay  his  own  bills  when  lie  sh 
and  when  he  wants  to?  Such  unjust  treatment  as  I  t 
named  is  too  common,  and  the  physician  who  submits  t 
will  find  himself  without  funds  to  pay  his  drug  bills,  b 
bills  and  general  store  bills.  His  reputation  for  correct  deal 
will  be  made  to  suffer  and  his  heart  made  to  ache,  beca 
those  who  owe  him  do  not  pay  him  honestly.  The  only  ^ 
out  of  it  is  to  do  his  business  on  the  square,  never  cheapen 
own  services  to  the  level  of  some  ignorant  fellow,  and  firi] 
demand  full  payment  at  moderate  intervals. 


VALUE  OF  OPERATIONS  IN  OANCER 


PROP.  W.  P.  TAIT,  M.  D. 


•  The  value  of  operative  treatment  for  the  prolongation  of  \\ 
in  cancer  has  been  gr^^atly  underrated.    Many  have   doobtti 

I 

the  utility  of  it  altogether.  Some  authors  have  discredited  i! 
employment  entirely.  Thence,  I  think,  has  emanated  a  larg 
share  of  those  cancer  specialists,  the  multitude  of  canc€ 
recipes,  and  the  very  general  employment  of  such  frauds  am 
medicines  for  the  cure  of  this  truly  alarming  malady.  I  woult 
not  be  understood  as  charging  the  whole  ghastly  array  o 
"cancer  doctor  frauds"  and  their  special  recipes  upon  th^ 
failure  of  medical  men  to  employ  the  knife  when  it  mau 
properly  be  used,  but  that  the  spirit  which  fears,  trembles  ami 
refuses  to  use  the  knife  because  a  fatal  outcome  is  not  onir 

* 

possible  but  probable,  after  its  use,  actually  makes  room  for 
audacious  ignorance  to  formulate  its  untruthful  theories  and 
establish  its  pernicious  practices. 

If  the  medical  fraternity  will  not  venture  to  do  its  full  duty 
by  a  patient  afflicted  with  cancer,  these  fellows  sound  that  fact 
forth  as  evidence  that  doctors  do  not  understand  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  but  that  they  have  a  recipe  that  never  fails;  so 
that,  with  the  great  desire  of  such  patients  for  relief  from  this 
sore  and  deadly  affliction,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  fact  that 
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these  fellows  have  removed  successfully  some  non-malignant 
tumor  that  was  falsely  called  cancer,  on  the  other  hand,  many 
persons  actually  afflicted  with  cancer  fall  into  their  hands  for 
treatment    and    die    early   victims   of    unblushing  quackery. 
Further :  as  it  is  now  largely  considered  that  benign  tumors, 
subjected  to  favorable  irritating  influences,  may  take  on  malig- 
nant development  during  their  growth,  who  can  say  but  these 
very  escharotic   recipes,  which  remove  all  kinds  of  growths 
with  equal  facility,  are  not  themselves  the  efficient  agents  in 
fastening  upon  non-malignant  tumors  malignant  characteristics 
while  being  applied   lor  their  extirpation  ?     But  let  us  turn 
attention  to  the  proper  employment  of  the  knife  in  cancer. 

No  well-informed  surgeon  will  now  dispute  the  usefulness  of 
the  knife  in  actually  curing  some  cases  of  this  malady,  when 
employed  in  connection  with  sanative  constitutional  remedies. 
Again:  none  can  successfully  deny  that  where  cure  was  not 
among  the  possibilities  of  particular  cases,  that  prolongation 
of  life,  with  alleviation  of  suffering,  has  been  accomplished  by 
its  means.  This  being  true,  no  surgeon  dare  shirk  his  duty  in 
such  cases,  and  when  he  has  duly  advised  his  patient  of  these 
facts,  he  can  not  afford  to  fail  to  advise  a  resort  to  the  knife 
in  all  cases  that  call  for  its  employment. 

This  leads  directly  to  the  query:  Are  there  any  rules  by 
which  we  ^can  aggregate  those  cases,  in  which  we  should 
operate,  from  others  in  which  the  knife  ought  not  to  be  used  ? 
The  answer  is,  yes. 

Let  us  take  a  typical  case:  Site,  the  breast  of  a  female;  a 
hard  lump  has  existed  for  years,  giving  no  inconvenience ; 
only  occasionally  painful ;  enlarges  very  slowly ;  at  first  mov- 
able under  the  skin ;  finally  adherent  to  and  produces  corruga- 
tion of  the  cuticle.  The  lady  would  hardly  know  (he  lump 
was  there  only  by  pressure,  and  some  pain  being  developed  by 
that.  No  constitutional  cachexy,  no  involvement  of  the  adja- 
cent lymphatic  glands;  began  as  a  local  affection  and  was 
advanced  by  low  spirits ;  food  mayhap  contributing  to  aid 
other  unfavorable  agencies  in  producing  progress  along  the 
road  of  malignancy.  This  patient  is  not  emaciated;  has  fair 
digestion  and  assimilation ;  secretions  are  reasonably  active ; 
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and  no  general  exhaustion  is  in  the  case.    The  lamp  is  g-e 
painful  at  last;   skin  and  lump  adhere  together;     lavly 
stantly  apprehensive  of  cancer.     Here  is  a  case   in     \*  hi 
prompt  use  of  the  knife,  with  sanative  remedies  botli    L« 
and  after  extirpation,  will  probably  eflect  a  cure. 

But  now  let  us  take  another  case:  There  are  several  1 
lumps  in  the  breast  tiiat  finally  attach  themselves  to  the  sii 
jacent  integument;  corrugation  is  very  well  marked;  ] 
constant  and  very  considerable;  failing  secretion;  ^reat  n 
tal  disquiet;  sleepless  nights;  failing  appetite  and  poor  iW. 
tion;  advancing  emaciation  and  some  degree  of  exhau-^t 
The  uterus — earthy  cachexy  begins  to  show;  the  adja-- 
lymphatic  glands  commence  to  slowly  enlarge;  all  tlji- 
accompanied  by  increa^^ingly  lapid  progress  in  these  devt-l 
ments  ;  and  mayhap  the  breast  breaks  out  into  an  open  \\w 
or  a  hidden  suppurating  cavity  burets.  This  is  a  case  in  wii 
sanative  medication  has  been  pushed  lor  a  long  time,  and 
which  it  has  doubtless  d'^layed  progress,  but  has  not  Kt 
able  to  stoj)  it  cc)nij)letely.  It  is  a  douhtful  case  for  opera r if 
but  as  delay  of  progress  has  come  in  the  past,  with  alleviaiii 
of  sulTeriiig,  in  such  cases  I  have  operated  with  manifest  a 
vantage  to  prevent  suffering  and  to  tlie  prolongation  of  life  U 
even  a  number  of  years.  In  others  no  advantage  was  derivt 
from  operation  at  all ;  and  there  is  no  ex  ict  rules  to  tell  whic 
of  these  two  results  will  occur. 

Another  case  gives:  Rapid  growth  of  tumor  or  the  inlilrrj 
tion  that  may  constitute  our  trouble;  emaciation  goes  on  witJ 
vigorous  strides,  and  exhaustion  is  early  and  profound;  aj.jh' 
tite  goes  soon;  secretions  keep  pace  with  other  failures.  Ti:t 
patient  is  sleepless;  full  of  pain;  takes  to  bed  and  can  iii! 
be  off  that.  The  difficulty  was  constitutional  at  the  out^ef: 
shows  cancerous  cachexy  early  and  very  fully;  may  sutler 
mental  derangement ;  and  no  treatment  seems  to  lessen  the 
hurried  downward  progress.  The  sore  suppurates  early  an«] 
deeply;  great  sloughs  not  infrequently  passing  off ;  from  this 
hemorrhage  may  be  frequent  and  soon;  the  adjacent  lym- 
phatics are  deeply  involved,  swollen  and  painful.  Here  resort 
to  the  knife  is  worse  than  useless.     Death  is  the  only  relief ; 
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and  all  the  surgeon  can  do  is  to  alleviate  such  a  case  as  best 
lie  may  be  able  with  tonics,  nervines  and  the  like.  Death 
comes  soon  and  ns  a  grateful  relief  to  such  a  case. 

In  medical  treatment  of  these  cases — any  of  them — I  have 
found  such  tonics  as  hydrastis,  prunus,  liriodendron,  and  such 
nervines  as  scuttelaria,  dioscorsia,  etc.,  most  admirably  suited 
to  their  conditions  of  suITeriug;  affording  support  to  the 
structures  they  influence. 

Now  some  illustrative  cases :  Mrs.  A.  J.  S.,  aged  about  forty- 
five  years.  A  hard  lump  came  on  the  back  of  the  left  arm, 
just  above  the  elbow,  some  twelve  years  previous  to  the  time  I 
first  saw  her,  which  was  five  years  ago  last  October.  Had 
grown  very  elowly  until  six  months  before,  when  growth  began 
to  be  more  rapid ;  veins  grew  very  distinct  over  tumor,  which 
was  of  about  a  half  pound  in  weight  and  oval  in  shape ;  skin 
not  so  much  corrugated  as  if  this  had  been  clearly  schirrus, 
but  attached  to  the  tumor;  pain  lancinating  and  somewhat 
remittent;  somewhat  soft  and  regular  in  outline,  but  quite 
dark  in  color.  No  constitutional  taint  nor  involvement  of  the 
lymphatic  glands ;  no  considerable  impairment  of  secretions, 
appetite  or  digestion.  Treatment  by  above  tonics  and  nervines 
and  some  polygorun  added,  with  chelons  for  the  hepatic  appa- 
ratus. In  one  month  I  performed  extirpation,  and  the  case 
made  a  fine  recovery  and  has  ndt  since  given  any  trouble. 

The  case  of  Miss  S.,  reported  by  Prof.  Cook  about  seven  or 
eight  years  ago,  in  which  the  breast  had  attained  a  weight  of 
seven  pounds  six  ounces  when  removed ;  and  which  the  lady 
was  hurrying  on  to  death  with  great  rapidity ;  and  who  com- 
pletely stopped  this  progress,  and  recovered  fully,  within  a 
reasonable  period  of  time,  fairly  illustrates  how  the  knife, 
added  to  sanative  agents,  will  save  life,  as  illustrating  the  first 
of  the  above  division. 

Again:  Mrs.  0.  W.  H.;  schirrus  of  right  mammary  gland, 
taking  two  years  for  development.  Many  hard  lumps,  scat- 
tered at  first  in  and  around  the  breast ;  adjacent  lymphatics 
moderately  involved  and  somewhat  tender  on  pressure;  cachexy 
moderate  at  time  of  operation.  Appetite  nearly  gone ;  mul- 
tiple sclerosis  of  spinal  cord,  upper  part,  complicated  the  case; 
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much  emaciated  and  considerable  exhaustioii  at  time  of  e 
pation ;  had  been  on  the  bed  for  four  weeks  and  suffered 
great  pain.  At  the  time  of  operation,  the  schirras  involve] 
was  confined  to  the  breast  proper,  and  but  little  involvei 
of  nearest  axillary  lymphatic  glands.  The  attachment,  of 
dozen  or  more  lumps  of  schirrus,  that  infiltrated  ttie  br< 
produced  a  tense  corrugation  of  the  |gland  that  was  both  i 
great  and  materially  enhanced  the  pain.  Extirpation 
made  last  January,  leaving  a  large  open  wound  in  order  to  t 
away  all  affected  parts.  Relief  from  pain,  exhaustion,  ema 
tion  and  the  like,  was  prompt  and  continued  for  tw^o  we 
uninterruptedly.  Then  sclerosis  grew  worse  and  the  wh 
trouble  returned,  and  the  lady  died  in  about  sixteen  we< 
from  the  time  of  extirpation;  the  schirrus  not  being  sufficit 
to  account  for  death  of  iteelf.  Death  was  undoubtedly  delay 
two  or  three  months  by  the  operation,  for  the  patient  had  be 
treated  Physio-Medically  all  through  her  trouble. 

The  case  of  Mrs.  J.,  reported  by  myself  some  years  ago,  w 
an  illustration,  too,  of  this  ^^doubtful"  class  of  cases.  SJ 
was  treated  vigorously  with  sanative  remedies  for  years.  Su 
puration  and  an  abcess  had  taken  place  before  extirpation ; 
severe  attack  of  erysipelas  assailed  the  wound  after  operatic 
and  nearly  took  her  life.  The  constitutional  infection  was  wei 
marked,  and  was  talked  of  by* Prof.  Oook  and  myself  antece 
dent  to  first  operation,  and  it  was  doubtless  rendered  mor* 
prominent  by  this  post-operative  erysipelas.  A  second  opera 
tion  for  removal  of  the  affected  and  suppurative  adjacent  axil 
lary  glands  was  made  two  years  and  three  months  after  thd 
first,  and  life  was  prolonged  for  nearly  two  years  after  that. 
It  is  my  full  conviction  that  life  would  not  have  been  pre 
served  mart  than  six  months  longer  than  the  first  operation, 
had  none  been  made. 

Then,  Mrs.  J.  B.  comes  nearer  illustrating  the  transition  frooi 
the  second  class  of  {doubtful)  cases  into  the  third,  in  which 
there  may  be  the  shadow  of  a  chance  to  arrest  the  rapidity  oi 
destruction,  but  scarcely  a  hope  that  life  can  be  saved.  The 
lady  had  contracted  the  opium  habit;  her  family  physician 
was  an  eclectic  and  did  not  interdict  that.    She  was  approaching 
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menopause  at  about  forty-eight  years  of  age ;  was  of  the  vito- 
motor  temperament,  and  the  subject  of  liver  complaint  with 
cholasmia.  Her  trouble  was  schirrus  of  the  left  breast ;  some 
considerable  affection  of  nearest  lymphatic  glands ;  advanced 
emaciation  and  exhaustion;  insomnolent  only  as  she  slept  from 
use  of  morphia ;  suffered  great  pain ;  no  appetite  nor  diges- 
tion. The  ulceration,  corrugation  and  tenseness  of  the  affected 
parts  were  very  great ;  the  discharge  was  quite  ichorous ;  the 
secretions  were  very  poorly  maintained ;  the  diflculty  had  ex- 
isted for  three  years ;  and  constitutional  cachexy  was  marked. 
Operation  afforded  but  little  relief  to  suffering,  very  slightly 
delayed  the  downward  progress,  and  death  occurred  about  six 
weeks  after  extirpation. 

A  few  thoughts  further:  Here  are  five  typical  cases  and 
three  deaths.  Two  were  complicated  and  three  were  uncom- 
plicated. Of  the  former,  Mrs.  H.'s  coibplication  was  of  more 
years'  standing  than  the  local  ailment ;  and  in  her  case  I  could 
not  and  have  not,  to  this  time,  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind 
that  it  was  a  clear  case  of  cancer,  but  only  the  stepping  stone 
from  a  benign  to  a  malignant  tumor,  and  in  which  the  sclerosis 
was  the  more  eflcient  cause  of  death.  She  and  Mrs.  S.  were 
resident  in  Northern  Illinois;  Miss  S.  of  Southern  Illinois; 
Mrs.  J.  of  Texas ;  and  Mrs.  B.  of  New  Yc  rk. 

Miss  S.  was  a  maiden  lady  of  nearly  fifty  years  of  age ;  her 
cancer  was  of  longest  duration,  slowest  of  growth  at  the  outset 
and  most  rapid  at  the  last ;  and  had  attained  more  size  and 
weight  than  all  the  rest  put  together.  Mrs.  J.'s  case  showed 
most  constitutional  affection.  Mrs.  B.  had  but  little  sanative 
treatment  and  was  the  greatest  sufferer.  All  the  five,  except 
Mrs.  B.,  had  vigorous  Physio  Medical  treatment— largely  tonic, 
somewhat  stimulant,  and  moderately  alterant  and  fairly  relax- 
ant. The  value  of  such  a  course  is  in  every  sense  more  ef&cieut 
than  a  non-sanative  one. 

Oaluhurg^  HI. 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION.— OoNTiHTJBD. 


Ths  New  York  Medical  Law,  of  1880,  has  these 

Section  1.  Authorizes  contiDuance  in  practice  of  the 
already  in  practice  under  previous  laws. 

Sbc.  2.     Requires  all  who  are  already  legally  practiciDg 
register  in  the  county  clerk's  office  before  October  1,  1880,  ai 
those  who  began  practice  to  register  and  to  make  oath  of  the 
authority.    Fee,  twenty-five  cents. 

Seo.  3.  Makes  it  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  or  in 
prisonment,  or  both,  to  violate  the  above  provisions,  or  : 
practice  under  cover  of  a  diploma  illegally  obtained  ;  one-h&J 
the  fines  to  be  paid  to  the  informer,  and  one- half  to  the  county 
treasury. 

Sec.  4.  Arranges  for  registering  and  licensing  physicians 
coming  from  other  States. 

Sec  6.  Lawfully  conferred  diplomas  from  any  incorporated 
medical  college  in  New  York  is  a  license  to  practice,  after 
registration. 

Sec  6.  This  law  shall  not  apply  to  medical  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army  and  Navy.  "  Nor  shall  it  apply  to  any 
person  who  has  practiced  medicine  and  surgery  for  ten  years 
last  past,  and  who  is  now  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine  and 
surgery  in  any  legally  incorporated  medical  college  within  this 
State,  and  who  shall  graduate  from  and  receive  a  diploma 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act." 

One  can  not  fail  lo  be  a  trifie  puzzled  over  the  last  section. 
It  exempts  certain  persons  from  the  law.    These  appear  to  be 
persons  who,  whether  in  New  York  or  elsewhere,  have  been 
practicing  ten  years  illegally,  but  who  will  enter  a  New  .York 
medical  college  and  graduate  within  two  years.    If  they  will 
do  this,  they  are  exempt  from  registration,  while  physicians 
who  have  been  doing  business  legally,  or  who  had  already 
graduated  honorably  and  been  in  practice,  must  register!   That 
seems  to  be  a  queer  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  weaker  class 
of  men.   It  almost  looks  like  a  bid  to  bring  students  from  other 
States  to  New  York  colleges.  The  Illinois  Board,  under  the  law 
of  that  State,  will  not  allow  any  length  of  practice  to  count  in 
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a  man's  favor  when  he  goes  to  college  for  graduation.  Though 
he  had  practiced  with  success  for  twenty  years,  he  must  com- 
plete a  three-years'  course  of  study,  including  two  annual 
lecture  terms  at  college ;  and  any  college  that  graduates  him 
on  less  is  rejected  by  the  Illinois  Board.  But  this  New  York 
law,  made  and  procured  by  allopathic  physicians,  invites  prac- 
titioners from  abroad  to  come  to  New  York  medical  colleges 
"  and  receive  a  diploma  within  two  years."  Would  the  Illinois 
Board  discriminate  against  colleges  granting  the  two-year  . 
diplomas  ?  We  fear  our  neighbors  are  getting  things  somewhat 
confused. 

The  second  section  requires  the  registering  physician,  who 
begins  practice  after  October  1,  1880,  to  make  oath  of  his 
authority.  If  he  come  from  another  State  or  procure  a  diploma 
from  another  State,  his  oath  covers  all  that  the  law  can  inquire 
into.  If  he  swear  falsely,  there  is  no  penalty  attached ;  indeed, 
this  section  places  a  premium  on  rascality,  for  a  man  with  a 
corrupt  diploma  has  so  far  sunk  his  moral  nature  in  procuring 
the  document,  that  a  little  harmless  swearing  is  not  likely  to 
stick  in  his  throat  when  he  comes  to  register.  A  law  designed 
to  check  looseness  in  medical  practice  thus  opens  the  way  to 
the  dishonorable  class,  and  pinches  none  but  the  truly  honor- 
able. Our  neighbors  of  the  Empire  State  will  need  to  try 
again. 

Section  fifth  explicitly  places  all  colleges  of  medicine  on 
the  same  basis.  It  discriminates  against  none,  providing  it 
has  a  proper  incorporation.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  law  of  1844,  when  class  legislation  in  medicine 
was  effectually  rebuked  in  New  York.  In  fact,  the  medical 
law  of  1844  is  not  repealed,  but  at  this  hour  stands  on  the  New 
York  statute  books,  forbidding  all  distinction  between  schools 
of  medicine,  and  providing  the  same  legal  statutes  to  all. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  new  law  makes  certain  exemptions, 
as  already  noted,  but  these  do  not  affect  the  different  schools. 

The  third  section  provides  the  only  punishment  of  this  law, 
which  is  for  practicing  under  cover  of  a  diploma  illegally 
obtained.  A  diploma  that  has  been  bought  would  come  under 
that  head,  but  who  would  prove  the  fact  of  purchase,  and 
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how  could  it  be  done?  In  the  case  of  J.  Buchanan's  operations^ 
the  corrnption  became  flagrant  after  many  years,  and  then  only 
because  his  previous  successes  had  hardened  him  and  made 
him  careless.  A  college  now  aiming  to  pursue  corruption  will 
be  warned  to  some  measures  of  precaution  by  Buchanan's 
downfall.  It  will  obtain  a  charter,  under  which  it  stands 
legally  incorporated,  having  State  authority  for  teaching.  It 
will  arrange  a  Faculty,  for  there  will  easily  be  found  enough 
ambitious  men  willing  to  be  called  *'  professor,-'  when  t^ey 
will  have  little  or  no  teaching  to  do  and  can  share  handsomely 
in  the  proceeds  of  diploma  sales.  Thus  equipped  with  charter 
and  Faculty,  and  loudly  blowing  the  trumpet  of  their  own 
greatness,  after  the  manner  of  all  charlatans,  they  may  go 
through  a  farm  of  giving  an  education,  occupy  a  few  weeks  in 
talking  over  things  that  belong  to  the  first  months  of  an  ofllce 
education,  give  out  a  little  bundle  of  recipes,  and  then  issue 
their  diplomas.  Those  diplomas  are  legal^t  and  nothing^in  the 
New  York  law  can  pronounce  them  to  be  illegal  or^  punish 
their  holders. 

Yet  such  diplomas  are  virtually  documents  of  barter.    They 
represent  no  systematic  course  of  instruction,  no  proper  degree 
of  medical  education,  no  honest  competency  to  practice  medi- 
cine and  surgery.    The  Faculty  use  their  charter — ^the  honor- 
able authority  of  the  State — ^in  ways  never  intended  by  the 
State;  use  it  to  conceal  a  deception  and  practice  a  fraud.     It 
is  more  profitable  to  them  than  a  thoroughly  honest  college  ia 
to  a  Faculty ;  for  indolent  men  mil  flock  to  it  and  pay  liber- 
ally, and  the  expenses  of  its  conduction  are  but  trifling,  while 
a  true  college  is  costly  in  its  management.    And  those  who 
hold  such  diplomas  may  be,  usually  will  be,  the  most  obtuse 
ignoramuses,  no  higher  in  knowledge  than  a  charlatan,  rarely 
to  be  compared  in  intelligence  to  the  plain  man  who  has 
struggled  hard  to  get  information,  but  has  as  yet  been  unable 
to  go  to  college.    With  such  incompetence,  coupled  with  the 
deficiency  of  principle  that  must  exist  in  the  mind  of  a  man 
who  is  willing  to  get  a  diploma  in  this  way,  such  ^^  graduates  " 
are  dangerous  men  to  let  loose  upon  the  public  in  the  name  of 
an  honorable  profession.    And  yet  the  New  York  law  is  power- 
less to  hinder  this  method  of  corruptly  managing  a  college, 
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but  actaally  gives  the  infamous  college  schemes  of  other  States 
a  royalty  over  institutions  of  honorable  standing.  The  weak- 
ness of  this  feature  is  fatal  to  all  the  good  purposes  aimed 
at  by  the  law ;  for  a  law  opening  the  way  to  profoundly  cor- 
rupt evasions,  is  a  greater  detriment  to  society  than  no  law 
beyond  the  instinct  of  self-preservation. 

Ooupled  with  this  loose  feature  of  the  third  section  is  another 

that  is  more  directly  evil.   .It  is  the  provision  for  giving  to  the 

informer  one-half  of  the  fine  against  those  who  violate  the 

law.     Bearing  in  remembrance  that  this  law  was  procured  by 

one  class  of  physicians,  it  is  presumable  that  they  expected 

only  men  of  other  classes  to  be  violators.    These  would  be 

their  rivals  in  business,  so  this  provision  is  much  like  paying 

one  class  of  doctors  to  be  watchers  and  informers  against  other 

classes.    Not  a  very  dignified  posture  for  erudite  allopathic 

gentlemen ;  but  as  these  obtained  the  passage  of  the  law  under 

the  plea  of  <^  protecting  the  people,"  will  not  the  same  plea, 

together  with  a  share  of  the  fine  and  the  prospect  of  breaking 

up  some  rival's  business,  lead  them  into  that  posture  always 

despised  by  gentlemen — an  informer  t    It  is,  indeed,  proper 

that  all  law-breakers  should  be  punished,  but  this  is  setting 

one  class   to  punish  other  men  in  the  same  calling.     The 

State  bears  the  expense  of  prosecution.    If  the  information 

prove  incorrect,  the  suit  costs  the  informer  nothing;  but  in  the 

meantime  he  has  cast  a  stinging  imputation  upon  his  rival,  has 

interrupted  his  business,  and  has  put  him  to  much  harrass- 

ment  and  cost  in  defending  himself.    A  malicious  man  may 

thus  be  tempted  to  use  this  law  to  damage  or  even  bankrupt 

a  perfectly  innocent  man  who  was  curing  more  patients  than 

himself;  and  yet,  the  law,  as  we  have  just  seen,  may  prove 

incapable  of  punishing  the  veriest  medical  rogue. 

Under  New  York  medical  laws,  prior  to  that  of  1844,  which 
completely  broke  down  all  legal  distinctions  between  schoolfi| 
there  was  a  series  of  prosecutions  that  could  be  likened  to 
nothing  but  the  religious  persecutions  of  past  centuries. 
Taking  their  cue  from  the  State  society,  every  little  county 
society  throughout  the  State  constituted  itself  a  guardian  to 
''protect  the  people"  and  enter  information  against  their  oppo- 
nents. A  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars  was  laid  against  practicing 
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without  license ;  and  many  hundreds  of  suits  for  violating  the 
law  and  to  levy  this  fine  were  instituted,  the  informant  and  the 
actual  plaintiffs  always  being  allopathic  physicians  under  orders 
from  their  county  societies.  The  ^'dear  people"  had  not  realized 
their  need  of  legal  ^^protection''  against  the  terrible  '^quacks,'' 
but  employed  them  quite  extensively.  They  were  led  to  do 
this  by  noticing  that  those  cailel  quacks  uniformly  cured  their 
patients  better  than  those  termed  regulars.  Oases  by  thousands 
occurred  similar  to  that  wherein  Barber  sued  Alcott  for  botani- 
cal medicines.  "  Upon  the  trial  it  appeared  that  a  daughter  of 
Alcott  was  ill  of  a  complaint  which  had  baffled  the  skill  of  her 
attending  physician.  That  Barber  was  sent  for  to  come  from 
Auburn,  where  he  resided,  to  Bochester,  a  distance  of  seventy 
miles.  That  he  visited  the  patient  three  times — in  the  sum- 
mer, in  the  fall  and  at  an  intermediate  time.  That  he  left,  to 
be  used  by  the  patient,  two  vials  of  medicine  and  a  box  of 
ointment.  That  the  patient  was  recovered,  or  nearly  so,  by 
the  use  of  the  medicine."     (I.  Wendall's  Reports,  526.) 

In  summing  up  this  case,  Chief-justice  Savage  said :  ^^As  the 
patient  was  cured,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Barber  was  not 
paid;  but  if  unlicensed  pretenders  to  skill  in  diseases  can 
recover,  as  in  this  case,  the  statute  may  become  a  dead  letter ; 
the  country  will  be  filled  with  mere  quacks,  peddling  their 
nostrums  and  deceiving  and  destroying  the  ignorant  and 
credulous.  I  do  not  say  that  Barber  is  a  mere  pretender,  for 
be  cured  his  patient,  and  in  honor  and  honesty  should  have 
been  paid ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  administer  the  law."  That  is 
a  faint  picture  of  the  workings  of  those  laws  procured  by 
allopathy,  with  allopathic  prosecutions  to  punish  men  for 
curing  patients  that  "  baffled  their  skill." 

One  might  be  disposed  to  look  at  such  persecutions  as  things 
of  the  past,  and  not  possible  under  the  present  cultured  state 
of  society.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the  public  would  not 
long  permit  such  uses  of  the  law  by  one  class  to  damage 
another  class,  nor  suffer  the  continuance  of  any  law  that  would 
compel  them  to  employ  one  school  of  physicians  by  preventing 
their  employing  more  skillful  men  of  another  school  Ameri- 
cans are  not  disposed  to  submit  to  any  form  of  guardianship 
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that  curtails  their  right  to  care  for  their  own  lires  in  ways  that 
best  suit  thMr  own  judgment.  So  intense  and  so  just  is  this 
feeling,  thai  when  doctors  of  one  class  are  procuring  laws  to 
regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  they  will  do  wisely  by 
respecting  this  first  and  greatest  right  of  the  people,  lest  their 
enactments  arouse  a  popular  indignation  that  will  sweep  them 
all  away. 

The  present  New  Yorfc  law  makes  it  possible  for  allopathy 
to  resume  much  of  the  class  persecution  that  was  carried  on 
under  the  old  laws.  It  holds  out  a  reward  for  such  persecu- 
tions by  offering  half  of  the  fine  to  the  informer.  The  New 
York  allopathist^  complain  that  the  force  of  public  sentiment 
against  class  legislation  greatly  modified  the  bill  they  origin- 
ally introduced,  and  that  hence  the  law  as  passed  is  not  nearly 
so  strong  as  the  one  they  wanted.  Is  it  not,  then,  fair  to 
conclude  that  they  will  use  to  the  utmost  the  strength  of  the 
law  as  it  is  ?  That  is  natural,  from  their  stand-point  that  they 
alone  are  proper  physicians,  and  that  the  public  need  to  be 
^'  protected  "  from  all  others.  What  do  we  find  them  doing  ? 
Precisely  what  they  did  under  the  laws  of  1817  to  1830 — 
taking  up  the  matter  m  their  county  societies  with  the  purpose 
of  "  informing  "  on  those  whom  they  think  need  to  be  put  out 
of  their  way. 

A  copy  of  the  Utica  (N.  Y.)  Herald,  of  October  12, 1881,  is 
before  me.  In  it  is  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  the  Oneida  County  Medical  Society.  In  that  meeting  ''  Dr. 
Joseph  E.  West,  of  Utica,  made  a  report  to  the  effect  that  the 
committee  had  found  several  persons  who  had  been  practicing 
on  diplomas  issued  by  bogus  institutions  in  Philadelphia,  Oin- 
cinnati  and  New  York.  The  committee  was  directed  to  present 
the  names  of  the  persons  practicing  medicine  or  surgery  in 
violation  of  the  law  to  District  Attorney  Matteson  for  prosecu- 
tion." Thus  the  role  of  "informer"  is  started  by  that  wealthy 
allopathic  society,  and  other  county  societies  are  doing  the 
same.  Among  those  aimed  at  in  Utipa,  is  a  Physio-Medicalist 
of  honorable  graduation,  honorable  character,  and  large  and 
successful  practice.  So  long  ago  as  May  7, 1881,  the  editor  of 
the  New  York  Medical  Record  announced  it  as  a  piece  of 
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hy  one  class  of  physicians.  It  is  only  when  the  several  classes 
shall  be  honorably  consulted,  so  that  the  rights  of  none  shall 
be  curtailed,  that  a  sound  medical  law  will  become  possible. 
Certainly  New  York  will  have  to  try  again  before  her  medical 
statutes  will  deserve  respect.  In  our  next  issue  we  will  ex- 
amine the  laws  of  some  other  States. 
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Scribner^s  Magazine  will  be  changed  at  the  close  of  the  cur- 
rent volume,  and  be  called  I%e  Century^  its  publishers  taking 
the  title  of  ITie  Century  Publishing  Co.  Scrihner  has  made 
itselfa  great  favorite  to  the  American  people,  yet  its  publishers 
promise  that  The  Century  will  be  still  better  as  a  magazine. 
The  new  volume  will  begin  with  the  November  number.  The 
current  volume  has  outstripped  any  of  its  predecessors  in  the 
variety  and  richness  of  its  contents,  its  elevation  of  tone,  the 
force  of  its  individuality  and  in  the  abundance  and  elegance 
of  its  illustrations.     $4.00  a  year. 


Cassel,  Petter  &  Galpin,  publishers  of  the  magnificent 
Magazine  of  Art  to  which  we  recently  called  attention,  are 
publishers  of  some  most  elegant  books  for  young  people.  In 
their  list  of  new  ones  we  notice  "Hazel  Nut  and  Her  Brother," 
"  Bessie  Bradford's  Secret,"  "  Happy  Little  People,"  "  Rain- 
bow Stories,"  "Wonder  Eyes."  Their  books  are  superbly  illus- 
trated, and  their  new  catalogue  is  both*  unique  and  beautiful. 
Parents  wishing  to  find  thoroughly  interesting  and  pure  books 
for  their  children  should  consult  the  list  of  this  house. 


On  the  Threshold^  by  F.  T.  Munger,  is  one  of  the  soundest, 
purest,  most  enobling  books  for  young  men  ever  issued.  It  is 
fresh,  strong  and  invigorating.  Part  of  the  chapter  on  Health 
is  printed  elsewhere.    Boston  :  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.    $1.00. 


Wood's  Standard  Medical  Library  for  1881  is  giving  the 
profession  some  excellent  volumes,  at  a  price  so  very  low  as  to 
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bring  them  within  the  reach  of  the  slenderest  purse.  Dr.  J.  C. 
Wilson  on  the  Continued  Fevers  is  a  good  presentation  of  the 
clinical  facts  in  meningitis,  influenza,  typhoid,  typhus  and  re- 
lapsing fevers.  The  revised  edition  of  Dr.  Ooulson  on  diseases 
of  the  bladder  will  prove  acceptable.  Witthaus'  General 
Medical  Chemistry  is  a  very  thorough  presentation  of  this  sub- 
ject, which  of  late  years  has  occupied  an  extra  degree  of  at- 
tention. Johnson's  Medical  Formulary  is  of  a  very  different 
tone  from  the  other  volumes,  and  not  in  full  harmony  with 
them ;  j^et  some  will  no  doubt  find  satisfaction  in  a  book  of  for- 
mulas.* The  Library  is  issued  by  subscription,  12  volumes  a 
year,  at  $1.50  a  volume.'  Descriptive  circulars  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  publishers,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones 
Street,  New  York. 


Whatever  is  written  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  is  done 
carefully,  clearly,  and  on  ample  clinical  data.  His  recent  vol- 
ume on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum,  including  the  surgery  of  the 
lower  bowel,  presents  these  characteristics.  It  is  a  series  of 
clinical  lectures  on  pruritus  ani,  internal  hemorrhoids,  prolap- 
sus ani,  rectal  tumors,  abscess,  fistula,  fissure,  ulcers,  stricture, 
cancer,  and  malformations.  Every  page  of  this  good-sized  vol- 
ume is  replete  with  practical  information,  for  which  the  pro- 
fession will  be  duly  grateful.  New  York,  D.  Appleton  &  Co.; 
Cincinnati,   P.  Q.  Thomson.     $3.00. 


S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  has  gained  a  most  note- 
worthy reputation  for  his  skill  in  managing  the  nervous  dis- 
eases of  women.  With  large  opportunities  for  observation,  and 
with  an  original  turn  of  mind  that  has  led  him  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  various  nojel  thoughts  and  modes  of  treatment,  his 
opinions  on  these  matters  at  once  command  attention.  His 
recent  volume  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  Nervous  System 
is  laden  with  fact  and  thought  for  instruction.  It  discourses 
on  such  topics  as  the  paralysis  of  hysteria,  hysterical  pareses 
and  motor  ataxia,  the  hysterical  mimicry  of  various  diseases, 
spasmodic  affections,  chorea,  nervous  disorders  of  sleep,  etc. 
The  concluding  chapter  gives  the  author's  peculiar  treatment 
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of  nervous  diseases  by  seclusion,  rest,  massage,  and  full  feed- 
ing. His  methods  are  peculiar,  and  have  been  attended  with 
astonishing  success ;  and  their  succinct  presentation  heie  will 
make  this  volume  doubly  acceptable  to  the  profession.  Phila- 
delphia, H.  0.  Lea's  Son  &  Oo.;  Cincinnati,  Robt.  Olarke  &  Co. 
$1.60. 


The  subject  of  Syphyilis  and  Marriage  has  been  discussed  very 
fully  in  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  St.  Louis  Hospital,  Paris,  by 
Prof.  A.  Foumier.  Many  interesting  questions  in  medicine 
and  society  are  brought  into  these  lectures;  and  though  we 
can  by  no  means  accept  a  number  of  propositions  that  are 
popular  at  the  French  Capital,  and  must  very  decidedly  object 
to  the  mercurial  treatment,  the  work  is  nevertheless  valuable. 
Translated  by  Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow,  and  piiblishedby  D.  Appleton 
&  Co.,  New  York.  On  sale  in  Cincinnati  by  Peter  Q.  Thom- 
son. 
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Equisbtum.  Scoub  Webd. — ^Dr.  Woodward,  in  the  Therapeutic 
Oazette^  speaks  in  very  high  terms  of  the  equisetum.  hyemale, 
or  common  scour  weed,  for  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  If 
there  is  a  specific  for  children  wetting  the  bed,  he  thinks  it  is 
this  article,  which  he  has  also  used  with  much  success  in 
diabetes  mellitus. 


Administbrino  Takkik. — ^Tannin  forms  precipitates  with  albu- 
men, and  this  occurs  when  it  is  taken  into  the  stomach.  If 
given  in  form  of  powder,  its  particles  may  cling  to  the  walls 
of  the  stomach  and  cause  much  irritation,  while  the  tannin, 
precipitated  with  the  albumen,  is  insoluble.  To  prevent  this, 
mix  solutions  of  tannin  and  albumen^  and  form  a  precipitate, 
and  dissolve  this  precipitate  by  adding  an  excess  of  the  albu- 
men. If  the  solution  is  then  made  soluble  by  adding  a  little 
soda  carbonate,  it  will  be  more  readily  absorbed. — Boston 
and  8.  Journal. 


Editorial  Department. 


SHALL  IT  BE  HONOR  OR  DISHONOR? 


"  Dr.  Cook,  Sir  : — In  your  August  Gazette  you  publish  my  pri- 
vate letter,  and  proceed  to  comment  on  it  in  your  own  fashion, 
pitching  into  things  generally.  You  should  have  tackled  Dr.  Curtis 
when  he  was  living,  and  not  ventilate  your  personal  spite  on  him 
after  he  is  dead.  In  this  free  country,  men  have  a  right  to  start  col- 
leges in  every  State  or  county,  if  they  want  to,  without  asking  your 
leave,  and  you  may  as  well  stop  your  snarling  against  other  col- 
leges, for  it  is  no  disgrace  to  aspire  to  a  professorship.  To  my 
mind,  you  would  do  Letter  to  let  bygones  be  bygones,  and  give 
yourself  to  cultivating  harmony  in  our  ranks,  for  we  must  have 
harmony  at  any  cost,  or  else  die.    This  is  the  advice  of  a  friend. 

"Yours,  etc.,  ♦    •    •» 

Dr.  ***,  Dear  Sir  : — Your  former  letter  criticised  a  printed  arti- 
cle. You  did  not  mark  it  "  private,"  and  I  had  a  right  to  publish 
it.  You  defended  corruptions,  and  I  commented  on  your  defense. 
You  do  not  say  my  comments  were  incorrect,  for  they  were  abso- 
lutely true,  which  is  "my  fashion."  It  was  telling  the  truth  that 
hurt  you,  as  it  does  many  people.  For  years  you  have  done  al- 
you  could  against  me  and  the  Institute.  You  have  never  scrupled 
at  any  falsehood,  hesitated  at  any  slander,  that  would  damage  me. 
You  have  stirred  others  to  repeat  and  enlarge  your  falsehoods, 
though  you  and  they  never  received  from  me  anything  but  cour- 
tesy. You  have  practiced  and  cultivated  the  idea  that  a  man 
might  be  as  big  a  liar  as  possible  against  me  and  the  IxsTrrtiTE,  and 
still  be  an  honest  gentleman.  All  this  because  I  did  not  give  you  a 
professorship,  when  I  have  no  power  to  give  such  places  to  any  one, 
and  when  I  was  the  only  man  in  the  Faculty  willing  to  commend 
you  to  the  Trustees,  who  control  that  matter.  You  soon  convinced 
even  me  that  you  would  have  been  a  dangerous  mischief-maker  in 
a  Faculty.  Your  past  course  does  not  entitle  you  to  lecture  me  on 
pcMonalities,  spite  and  harmony.  We  greatly  need  harmony ;  but 
the  men  who  have  made  years  of  bitter  discord  in  their  anxiety  to 
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be  professors  and  to  rule  the  Institutb,  are  not  calculated  to  teach 
harmony  to  me  and  others. 

While  Dr.  Curtis  lived,  I  told  him  his  conducting  a  college  with- 
out Trustees  or  Faculty,  and  whose  charter  was  void,  and  whose 
'Miplomas"  were  a  swindle  to  the  men  who  bought  them,  was 
fraudulent  to  the  public  and  thoroughly  dishonest.    He  never  made 
me  any  answer.    I  notified  him  that  the  Institute  would  not  re- 
cognize his  .documents,  and  he  never  replied.    Diploma-selling  was 
an  old  business  with  him.    When  I  was  his  colleague  in  the  old 
college  (1855),  he  attempted,  in  spite  of  Faculty  and  Trustees,  to 
issue  a  diploma  to  one  whom  the  entire  Faculty  rejected,  and  never 
forgave  me  for  my  opposing  him ;  but  he  gave  that  person  his  '^cer- 
tificate "  against  a  positive  rule  of  the  Faculty,  got  his  twenty-five 
dollars  for  it,  and  rejoiced  in  telling  me  that  said  *'  certificate  "  was 
used  as  a  diploma  over  the  heads  of  his  colleagues.    All  the  trouble 
between  Dr.  Curtis  and  me  started  in  that  one  action.    I  have  not 
bothered  any  one  with  my  'ptrwnal  relations  to  him,  and  hold  no 
''  spite  "  whatever  to  a  dead  man ;  but  his  long  career  of  diploma- 
selling  has  been  a  fearful  damage  to  our  cause,  has  done  it  more  in- 
jury than  all  the  allopathists  of  the  land  put  together,  and  tainted 
us  sadly.    It  was  done  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  destroying  the 
Instituts.      Perhaps  there  are  five  of   his  corrupt  parchments 
abroad  to  every  one  issued  by  the  Institute.    This  is  a  terrible 
load  for  honest  men  to  carry.     They  can  not  carry  it,  but  must 
shake  off  the  whole  thing,  refuse  fellowship  to  every  corrupt  man, 
or  else  sink  with  the  diploma  buyers.    What  honest  graduate  will 
share  such  company  and  such  disgrace?    None.    Because  you  did 
not  get  a  professorship  in  the  Institute,  you  flattered  and  encour- 
aged Dr.  Curtis,  and  sent  men  to  him  to  buy  his  documents.    I 
have  opposed  this  entire  corruption,  and  stood  firmly  for  profes- 
sional h&fMT,    You  aided  the  corruption  and  promoted  our  dta&onor. 
That  is  the  difference  between  you  and  me. 

There  is  no  cml  law  to  prevent  men  from  getting  charters  and 
starting  new  colleges ;  but  there  are  laws  of  cofwmjim'9ffiMt^  which  in. 
fluence  some  people,  though  others  do  not  let  common-sense  have 
a  share  in  their  actions.  Indiana  is  to  have  a  new  ''  college,"  man- 
aged by  "  Curtis  men ;"  Ohio  is  threatened  with  a  new  one,  under 
the  auspices  of  "T.  L.  Hickman,  M.  D.,"  and  others  who  companion 
him.  Of  course,  these  are  to  be  launched  in  the  name  of  Physio- 
Medicalism.  There  is  no  ^*  law  "  to  hinder  them  if  they  can  get  a 
charter.  There  is  no  '*  law  "  to  check  them  from  using  such  char- 
ters to  cover  diploma  sales,  as  Dr.  Curtis  did.    I  doubt  whether  the 
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prospect  of  having  such  concerns  saddled  on  our  cause  will  be  rel- 
ished by  our  profession ;  perhaps  you  yourself  will  not  glory  in 
them,  though  your  "  personal  spite  "  did  lead  you  to  encourage  Dr. 
Curtis  in  his  diploma-selling  career.  If  it  come  to  the  point  of 
having  settle  in  towns  near  you  the  *'  graduates  "  of  these  two  new 
colleges,  or  those  from  the  Institute,  I  believe  you  will  prefer  the 
Institute  men,  and  try  to  have  the  other  men  settle  near  some- 
body else.  In  fact,  when  it  comes  to  your  own  place  and  business, 
you  will  recognize  9uch  *^  colleges  "  as  a  curse  to  you,  and  yon  will 
want  some  other  man  to  stand  the  damage  of  having  that  class  of  , 
graduates  in  his  neighborhood. 

And  yet  your  own  course  has  encouraged  this  multiplying  of 
such  concerns.    The  idea  that  every  State  and  county  might  prop- 
erly have  a  Physio-Medical  college,  came  entirely  from  men  who 
wanted  professorships.    That  idea  did  not  and  does  not  consider 
any  interest  of  this  cause,  but  merely  the  interests  of  those  men 
themselves.     When  there  are  not  enough  college  chairs  to  go 
around,  why,  niari  a  new  college!    Two  or  three  ambitious  men  can 
easily  find  two  or  three  others  whom  they  can  persuade  into  ''taking 
chairs."    These  five  or  six  men  conclude  that  they  are  the  wisest 
men  in  the  world,  that  they  could  manage  a  college  better  than 
anybody  else,  that  they  can  not  do  any  good  to  this  cause  unless 
they  are  made  professors,  that  they  are  badly  treated  in  not  being 
made  professors,  that  old  professors  must  be  turned  out  to  let  these 
in,  or  else  these  will  start  a  new  college.    From  first  to  last,  it  is 
merely  a  question  of  their  own  ambition,  and  their  own  self- 
importance.    To  serve  the  ambition  of  five  or  six  men,  our  profes- 
sion can  thus  be  torn  into  fragments  and  set  by  the  ears,  devouring 
one  another  like  the  Kilkenny  cats, —  for  new  colleges,  started  on 
such  narrowly  selfish  grounds,  must  needs  try  to  justify  themselves 
by  launching  upon  a  course  of  defamation  against  the  old  colleges, 
and  thus  sow  broadcast  through  our  ranks  the  seeds  of  personal 
hates  and  warfares. 

Every  man  who  has  truly  espoused  the  cause  of  Sanative  Medi- 
cine, has  put  into  it  his  conscientious  convictions  and  the  honesty 
of  his  own  heart.  His  own  success  is  increased  by  its  triumph. 
As  it  grows  broad  and  strong  and  honorable  before  men,  he  is  pro- 
fited by  its  growth.  If  it  weakens  and  pules  and  sickens,  his  strug- 
gle is  made  harder  and  his  burden  heavier.  Then,  if  he  is  a  true 
and  sensible  man,  he  should  do  that  which  his  judgment  says  will 
strengthen  and  dignify  the  cause,  and  not  let  himself  be  made  a 
tool  for  scheming  men  to  use  to  peddle  their  slanders  and  help  their 
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dishonorable  ambitions.  Let  every  sensible  man  stop  and  consider 
whether  he  is  thus  being  made  a  tool  to  damage  men  and  colleges 
who  have  never  done  him  any  harm,  but  have  always  done  him 
good.  Let  him  pause  honestly  and  answer  to  his  own  intelligence 
these  questions : 

Will  a  college  managed  by  scheming  persons  be  a  benefit  or  a 
damage  to  this  cause? 

Is  the  ambition  of  five  or  six  men  to  be  professors  a  thing  to  be 
encouraged,  when  it  will  split  up  and  weaken  the  entire  cause? 

Does  this  cause  need  a  multiplicity  of  colleges  in  any  section, 
when  the  total  number  of  students  they  could  aU  get  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  maintain  one  properly?  Can  the  encouragement  of 
such  multiplicity  enable  our  colleges  to  compete  with  allopathic 
colleges  in  matters  of  strength? 

Is  it  wise  thus  to  divide  our  support,  when  such  divisions  must 
weaken  all  concerned,  and  when  it  is  wholly  impossible  for  the  new 
colleges  to  succeed,  unless  they  can  detract  from  and  destroy  the 
old  ones? 

Is  it  good,  is  it  honorable,  to  defame  old  colleges  and  tried  men, 
whose  work  has  always  been  honorable  and  true,  and  thus  seek 
their  destruction  in  order  to  help  the  ambition  of  a  half-dozen  men 
seeking  for  professorships? 

It  is  well  for  every  man  to  take  these  questions  home  to  himself, 
to  reflect  whether  what  ht  says  and  does  is  helping  to  build  up  this 
cause,  or  to  break  it  down,  to  repoiember  that  a  line  of  falsifying  his 
professional  brethren  is  damaging  to  himself  as  well  as  to  them ; 
and  to  bear  in  mind  that  in  due  time  the  profession  will  under- 
stand and  judge  his  actions,  and  hold  him  to  a  terrible  responsibil- 
ity if  his  labor  has  been  given  to  weakening  the  cause  for  his  own 
selfish  purposes.  These  same  questions  might  well  have  been 
asked  at  any  time  during  the  last  nine  years. 

It  seems  trifling  to  suppose  that  the  new  colleges  to  be  promoted 
in  Ohio  and  Indiana  could  damage  anything  but  the  men  who 
will  be  simple  enough  to  patronize  them.  But  men  of  childish  in- 
telligence may  do  sad  injury  to  this  cause,  ij  the  profestiim  wilt  let 
them;  and  men  of  decided  intelligence  may  do  far  more  injury,  on 
the  same  proviso.  Each  man  must  answer  for  himself  whether  he 
become  a  helper  to  those  whose  course  must  end  in  doing  damage, 
or  whether  he  will  discourage  and  oppose  movements  that  will 
do  no  good,  but  much  mischief.  For  myself,  I  ever  have  and  will 
stand  opposed  to  personal  schemes,  for  the  cause  is  too  grand  to  ruin 
for  the  sake  of  any  individual  whatever.    My  opposition  has  been 
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4W|d  will  be  given  to  any  college  schemes  that  saTor  of  apitewwk  or 

-wrruptionj  for  colleges  thus  begun  will  in  dne  time  be  a  disgrace 
Md  a  corse  to  every  honest  man  among  us. 

Against  any  college  properly  regulated  I  have  never  said  a  word, 
though  I  might  have  my  opinions  as  to  whether  it  was  started  from 
pure  motives  or  was  at  all  needed  by  the  profession.  I  have  never 
spoken  against  it,  nor  hindered  a  student  from  going  to  it,  nor 
•poken  against  its  Faculty,  nor  sent  a  spy  to  inform  me  of  its 
doings  and  entice  away  its  students,  nor  written  to  or  had  others 
write  to  its  classes  in  detraction  of  its  professors  nor  maligned  its 
professors  to  its  Trustees,  nor  endeavored  to  get  State  Allopathic 
Boards  to  reject  its  diplomas,  nor  put  a  straw  in  its  way.  It 
would  have  appeared  better  in  the  history  of  this  cause  if  others 
had  pursued  this  same  honorable  course  toward  the  PHYsio-MsDiciX 
IHfTiTUTE.  In  this  connection  I  may  at  this  time  quote  the  following 
from  a  letter  recently  written  to  me  by  one  of  the  best-educated  and 
most  venerable  men  in  our  profession,  and  a  sample  of  hundreds  of 
others: 
*'  I  have  watched  narrowly  the  Physio-Mbdical  Institutk  since 

.  its  inception.  Its  creation  was  a  necessity  to  save  this  cause  from 
the  death  of  dishonor,  and  I  can  not  too  much  praise  your  clearness 
in  perceiving  this  necessity,  and  your  courage  in  carrying  it  into 
eMCution.  I  have  watched  it  lift  steadily  upward  the  plan  of  iu- 
atruction,  and  widen  the  scope  of  our  science,  till  pride  has  filled 
my  heart.  The  advances  made  by  our  cause  under  the  conduction 
of  the  Institute,  and  under  the  influence  of  your  personal  inspira- 
tion, are  so  broad  and  great,  that  the  young  men  of  to-day  will 
never  know  how  grand  has  been  the  work  done  for  them  in  this  col- 
lege through  personal  sacrifices  such  as  men  rarely  can  or  will 
make  in  this  world. 
**  And  I  must  express  to  you  my  total  condemnation  of  those 

.  methods  of  slanderous  detraction  which  have  been  taken  by  some 
to  harm  the  Institute,  and  which,  I  find,  emanate  from  men  who 
have  personal  gains  of  their  own  to  serve  through  its  damage.  De- 
tractoins  with  that  kind  of  parentage  are  taken  up  and  repeated  by 
others  .who  have  no  motive  higher  than  their  natural  reUsh  for 
flaoder  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  nothing  less  than  a  crime  against 
ihi$  profession  for  any  company  of  men  to  conspire  in  a  college  or 
any  other  movement,  when  they  know  that  it  is  not  in  their  power 
to  succeed  unless  they  can  first  destroy  the  Institute.  Enterprises 
depending  on  its  degradation  for  their  prosperity  are  a  shame  to 
'  ^use  and  to  the  many  fine  men  who  have  been  educated  at 
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the  Institute  ;  and  the  profession,  in  ways  and  tones  that  can  not 
be  mistaken,  should  make  their  pronouncement  against  such  eTil 
schemes  of  personal  ambition." 

I  have  never. yet  seen  the  foe  to  our  cause  that  I  feared.  But  I 
have  always  opposed  having  incompetent  or  quarrelsome  men  ifi 
the  Faculty.  I  have  always  opposed  giving  places  to  men  who 
would  make  donation-notes  to  the  Institute  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  getting  such  places,  and  then  refuse  to  pay  their  ncytM 
when  the  Trustees  would  not  9tVL  professorships  to  them.  The 
Trustees  have  stood  in  the  way  of  a  good  many  scheming,  seliSsh, 
corrupt  and  incompetent  men,  who  would  use  the  college  for  them* 
selves  and  their  relatives.  All  such  men  are  now  hotly  opposed  to 
the  '*  methods  "  of  the  Institute,  and  scruple  at  nothing  that  they 
think  will  damage  it,  while  smoothly  preaching  of  ^friendship  "  and 
of  the  need  of  "  harmony  in  our  ranks."  The  irut^i  thing  the  Ih- 
8TITUTE  has  ever  done  for  this  cause  has  been  in  preventing  such 
unworthy  men  from  getting  control. 

The  work  of  my  life  has  been  given  to  the  elevation  of  this  catiMt 
to  the  improvement  of  its  literature,  to  advancing  its  college  eduo#* 
tion,  to  making  the  name  of  Physio-Medicalism  respected  by  scien- 
tific men  in  America  and  Burope.    At  every  step  in  this  work,  both 
in  publishing  and  in  college  advancement,  I  have  had  the  most 
hitter  and  constant  opposition  of  men  in  our  own  ranks,<^plaee* 
hunters,  like  yourself.    But  I  have  gone  on  with  my  work  steadily » 
carrying  it  and  the  men  who  would  destroy  it.    My  work  is  before 
the  profession,  who  can  judge  whether  it  has  been  of  any  service  to 
this  cause,  or  whether  it  should  be  swept  away  to  gratify  a  few  dis- 
appointed soreheads.    Each  man  can  decide  for  himself  whether 
he  will  give  me  and  ray  work  the  weight  of  his  opposition  or  the 
benefit  of  his  support.    The  work  itself  will  go  right  on,  whether 
he  chooses  to  go  with  it,  or  go  against  it. 

Yours,  etc.,  W.  H.  CoOK. 


Prof.  J.  Law,  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  states  thai 
in  Europe  and  Hindoostan  variola  is  so  common  in  pigeona 
and  poultry  as  to  constitute  a  plague. 

Medical  men  often  use  the  English  language  strangely.  One 
of  the  newest  is  that  of  the  gentleman  who  writes  of  *'  an  ei- 
quisitely.malarious  district" 
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NOTES  AND  BREYITIES. 


The  present  class  of  the  Phtsio-Medicil  btgnruTs  is  30  per 
cent,  larger  than  the  class  of  last  winter,  and  still  more  are 
expected.  The  proportion  of  classical  scholars  in  attendance  is 
far  greater  than  ever  before,  and  the  sesrion  will  be  ninch  the 
best  ever  held. 

At  dinner  she  had  a  doctor  on  either  hand — one  of  whom 
remarked  that  they  were  well  served,  since  they  had  a  dock 
between  them.  ^^Yes,"  she  broke  in,  "I  am  between  two 
qnacks." 

Addison  hnmoronsly  compared  doctors  to  the  ancient  Britons 
as  described  by  Julius  Oaesar:  ^^  Some  slay  on  foot  and  some 
in  chariots;  but  those  m  chariots  do  the  most  execution." 

A  BEPORT  is  abroad  that  a  terrible  plague  is  visiting  Platte 
Oounty,  Missouri,  during  which  a  black  eruption  appears  on 
the  surface  and  the  flesh  drops  from  the  bones.  Will  our 
friends  in  that  county  give  ns  a  report? 

We  wish  the  profession  distinctly  to  understand  that  the 
names,  "S.  F.  Salter,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  1873,"  «M.  P.  Salter,  Ga., 
1880,"  as  published  in  our  August  Gazette,  were  given  in  the 
lists  of  Buchanan  men  published  by  the  Philadelphia  Daily 
Record^  of  July  17, 18ftO.  The  lists  were  taken  from  Buchanan^s 
books,  seized  at  the  time  of  his  arrest    We  naturally  conclude 
that  Buchanan's  private  books  are  pretty  good  authority  as  to 
the  men  who  bought  his  ^^ diplomas."    In  corresponding  with 
Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  under  date  of  March  12, 1881,  we  asked 
him  if  he  was  aware   the  names  of  the  Drs.  Salter  were  in 
Buchanan's  lists.    Under  date  of  March  16, 1881,  Prof.  Com- 
ings replied :  ^'  I  knew  that  Dr.  Salter's  name  was  among  the 
Buchanan  diplomatists.    80  there  are  quite  a  number  of  true 
men  who  were  fools  enough  to  pay  a  small  sum  for  a  <  Latin 
sheepskin'  from  the  great  medical  emporium  of  Philadelphia, 
but  they  have  seen  their  folly."    We  also  "  have  seen  their 
folly"  in  spending  money  at  Buchanan's  '<  emporium,"  instead 
of  patronizing  a  good  college  and  getting  an  honorable  diploma. 
When  Piof.  Comings'  "fools"  buy  Buchanan  "sheepskins," 
and  then  set  up  colleges  in  the  name  of  ^^  medical  reform,"  we 
disclaim  their  company.     Others  may  accept  their  fellowship, 
but  we  positively  decline.    And  we  imagine  that  the   true 
reformers  of  the  South,  a  body  of  high-toned  gentlemen  whom 
we  have  always  much  respected,  will  not  feel  complimented 
in  being  asked  to  follow  such  a  lead.    Hoi^or  will  always  be 
tainted  when  it  fellowships  dishonor. 


WILLIAM    H.  COOK,  M.  D. 
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ENLARGED  SPLEEN  WITH  PUS  OAVITF.— DEATH. 

BT  PROF.  J.  F.  8HR0NTZ,  M.  D. 


On  Jane  18, 1881, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  H.,  aged  about 
thirty,  of  nervous-sanguine  temperament  Her  home  was  in 
Central  Illinois.  She  had  contracted  a  cold  in  traveling,  and 
was  suffering  from  an  attack  of  acute  bronchitis,  which  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  relieving. 

The  lady  complained,  also,  of  a  swelling  in  the  left  side. 
On  examination,  I  found  the  abdpmen  much  distended,  caused 
by  a  firm  tumor  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  abdominal 
cavity  on  the  left  side,  the  anterior  running  along  the  linea 
alba,  the  other  borders  not  easily  defined.  She  bad  had  remittent 
fever  about  two  years  ago  and  again  about  eighteen  months 
ago.  Soon  after  the  last  attack  she  began  to  notice  a  ^^  lump  " 
in  the  left  side,  below  the  ribs.  It  continued  to  grow  down- 
ward till,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  months,  it  had  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  abdomen,  and  from  that  time  extended  upward 
sufficiently  to  cause  a  sense  of  pressure  against  the  lung. 

After  due  inspection  and  hearing  the  history  of  the  case,  I 
decided  it  was  an  enlargement  of  the  spleen  following  the 
malarial  attacks.  OUier  physicians  had  pronounced  it  an  ova- 
rian tumor.  She  was  under  treatment  for  ovarian  tumor  by  a 
physician  in  Western  Ohio.  Not  deriving  any  benefit,  she 
came  to  an  eminent  physician  in  Mt.  Yemon,  who  put  her  on 
the  following  treatment :  Iodide  of  iron,  internally,  three  times 
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.a  day;  but  her  stomach  would  not  receive  this.  An  ointment 
of  iodine  in  vaseline,  externally,  to  be  used,  freely. 

I  met  the  lady  again  ou  July  15th.  She  was  very  restless, 
suffering  severe  pain  about  the  head  and  right  parotid  gland, 
the  gland  much  swollen  and  the  right  ear  entirely  deaf.  On 
the  17th,  the  other  parotid  gland  was  swollen,  she  could  not 
hear  anything,  but  had  to  be  communicated  with  in  writing. 
On  the  18th,  the  salivary  glands  became  swollen,  the  sublingual 
pressing  the  tongue  up  against  the  roof  of  the  mouth.  She 
died  on  the  19th. 

I  held  a  post-mortem  and  found  the  spleen  greatly  hyper- 
trophied,  weighing  within  one  ounce  of  seven  pounds,  and  a 
pus  cavity  in  its  lower  portion.  The  other  viscera,  both  of 
abdomen  and  pelvis,  were  normal.  The  splenic  enlargement 
had  begun  to  decrease  about  a  week  before  the  lady's  death, 
probably  by  the  absorption  of  pus  from  the  above  cavity,  and 
resulting  in  systemic  pus  poisoning. 

iiartinshurff^  0. 


SOME  REMARKS  ABOUT  MULATTOES. 

B7  PROF.  G.  W.  WALTERS,  M.  D. 


The  negro  is  known  by  every  one  to  be  particularly  muscular 
and  active ;  so  restive  as  to  be  ever  in  motion  except  when 
asleep-— ^^  music  in  his  fingers  and  dancing  in  his  heels."  Who 
but  a  darkey  could  work  with  the  hoe  all  day  and  pick  the 
banjo  all  night?  A  white  man's  fingers  get  stiffened  and  bent 
with  hard  work ;  but  a  negro  may  handle  the  pick  and  shovel 
day  by  day,  yet  his  fingers  be  almost  as  flexible  as  the  prac- 
ticed  pianist.  His  fibrous  tissues  are  found,  in  dissection,  to 
be  particularly  well  developed;  the  tendons,  aponeuroses, 
ligaments  and  muscular  septa  exceedingly  white,  glistening 
and  tense ;  the  muscular  fibre  peculiarly  red  and  void  of  fat ; 
while  the  tuberosities  and  other  bony  prominences  for  muscular 
attachments  are  larger  and  better  marked  than  in  the  white 
man.    The  bones  themselves  are  larger,  whiter  and  more  dense ; 
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and  stadents  generally  prefer  negro  skeletons  for  study.  The 
nerve  trunks  and  ramifications  are  also  noticeable  for  their 
large  size.  This  much  as  a  preface  to  some  observations  in 
accord  with  these  facts — that  have  impressed  themselves  on 
my  mind  through  a  somewhat  extensive  experience  among  the 
colored  race. 

We  notice,  first,  that  the  negro  is  very  susceptible  to  nervous 
impressions;  is  very  emotional  and  makes  great  demonstrations 
over  either  joy  or  sorrow;  suffers  intensely,  physically,  and 
recovers  very  readily  when  the  cause  of  suffering  is  removed. 
Next,  his  strong  muscular  and  fibrous  build  gives  him  great 
tenacity  of  life,  and  he  will  recover  very  rapidly  from  severe 
sickness  or  serious  injury.  Being,  as  a  rule,  inclined  to  slender- 
ness  instead  of  obesity— not  lean  nor  poor,  but  of  mediu(n 
flesh — he  wastes  but  little  during  fever;  the  pulse  is  quite 
frequent,  very  strong  and  firm,  temperature  high,  pains  acute, 
and  all  vital  actions  decidedly  pronounced.  Medicines  act  on 
him  promptly,  are  well  directed  by  the  nervous  system,  and  a 
moderate  amount  is  usually  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  work. 

Now,  when  cnossed  with  the  white  race — giving  the  different 
grades  of  mulattoe^,-  quadroons,  etc. — we  find  a  quite  decided 
change  in  these  physiological  facts.  The  lymphatic  system 
then  seems  particularly  'to  be  developed  largely,  and  that  at 
the  expense  of  the-  fibrous.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  shorter  than 
the  pure  negro,  more  inclined  to  obesity,  and  lack  the  activity 
and  endurance  of  their  darker  brothers.  This  is  so  common, 
that  the  mulatto  is  generally  classed  as  a  "  lazy  nigger "  by 
those  accustomed  to  employing  colored  men  to  do  hard  work. 
The  enlarged  lymphatic  system  is  prone  to  the  formation  of 
tumors,  particularly  to  scrofulous  swellings,  and  consumption 
is  very  prevalent  among  them. 

These  people  are  ill  a  great  portion  of  the  time ;  not  so  often 
acutely,  for  the  deficient  nervous  and  muscular  systems  do  not 
favor  acute  vital  rallyings  against  disease.  But  they  are 
chronic  complainers,  and  when  they  are  attacked  by  an  acute 
malady,  this  readily  passes  mto  a  typhoid  grade  and  they  easily 
succumb  to  it. 

In  treating  this  class  of  people,  we  constantly  fail  to  ge!  he 
impression  expected  from  remedies.    The  agents  are  not  well 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION.— Continued. 


Pennsylvania  has  suffered  so  fearfully  in  her  scholastic 
reputation,  by  the  operations  of  Buchanan  and  Paine  in  the 
medical  diploma  business,  that  its  legislature  passed  a  medical 
law  last  winter.  This  question  had  been  agitated  through  the 
State  pretty  thoroughly  for  several  years,  public  attention 
having  been  directed  to  it  by  the  scandalous  operations  at 
Philadelphia.  The  experience  of  New  York,  Illinois  and  other 
States,  in  making  medical  laws,  was  before  the  legislature  as  a 
guide.  As  a  result,  a  quite  strong  law  was  made,  some  of 
whose  features  are  open  to  criticism  and  have  already  given 
the  authorities  some  trouble.  The  act,  as  passed,  was  to  take 
effect  on  June  1,  1881,  but  was  not  approved  by  the  Governor 
until  June  8th,  becoming  a  law  then.  Analyzing  its  sections, 
we  find  the  following  features: 

The  protonotary  (county  clerk)  of  each  county  to  provide  a 
book  of  registration,  in  which  to  set  apart  a  full  page  for  enter 
ing  the  name,  nativity,  residence,  place  and  date  of  graduation, 
and  other  particulars  that  may  belong  to  each  registering 
physician — as  change  of  residence,  death,  etc.  This  registra- 
tion is  enforced,  is  to  be  open  to  public  inspection,  serves  to 
keep  an  exact  account  of  each  practitioner,  and  costs  but  one 
dollar  to  each. 

Every  person  who  offers  to  practice  medicine  or  surgery,  for 
fee  or  reward,  except  those  who  have  been  in  practice  since 
1871,  must  be  a  graduate  of  a  legally  chartered  college  or 
university  having  authority  to  confer  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
medicine.  He  must  present,  to  the  protonotary  of  his  county, 
^^his  medical  diploma,  as  well  as  a  tiue  copy  of  the  same,  in- 
cluding any  indorsement  thereon,  and  shall  make  affidavit 
before  him  that  the  diploma  and  indorsements  are  genuine." 
His  name  shall  then  be  registered,  as  in  the  preceding  section, 
he  making  affidavit  to  the  sever tl  particulars;  and  then  ^^  the 
protonotary  shall  place  the  copy  of  such  diploma,  including  his 
indorsements,  on  file  in  his  office.  Non-graduates,  practicing 
since  1871,  continuously,  must  also  register  and  make  affidavit 
of  time  and  places  where  they  have  done  business  ;  and  the 
certified  statement  shall  be  on  file«" 
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Graduates  coining  from  other  States  and  having  a  medical 
diploma,  "  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  faculty  of  one  of  tiie 
medical  colleges  or  universities  of  this  Commonwealth  for  in- 
spection; and  the  faculty,  being  satisfied  as  to  the  qualifications 
of  the  applicant  and  the  genuineness  of  the  diploma,  shall 
direct  the  dean  of  the  faculty  to  indorse  the  same,  after  which 
such  person  shall  be  allowed  to  register."  A  person  residing 
in  another  State,  but  appointing  places  to  meet  patients  in 
Pennsylvania,  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  of  this  act 

A  practitioner  offering  a  diploma  fradulently  obtained,  or  in 
whole  or  in  part  a  forgery,  or  making  affidavit  to  any  false 
statements  for  registry,  or  practice  without  conforming  to  the 
requirements  of  this  law,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor; and,  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  $100  for  each 
offense,  or  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  receive 
both  punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 

The  last  clause  is  calculated  to  give  a  severe  check  to  falsity, 
and  will  put  a  good  many  men  into  close  places.  The  medical 
rogues  who  will  swear  to  anything,  or  resort  to  anything,  to 
escape  a  law,  will  be  nabbed.  The  public  and  the  honorable 
portion  of  the  profession  have  very  little  conception  of  the 
rascalities  that  some  men  will  resort  to  in  medical  matters.  It 
needs  a  good  many  years  of  experience  in  such  affairs  to  make 
one  familiar  with  the  corruptions  attempted  and  actually  carried 
out 

Allusion  was  made,  in  a  former  number  of  the  Oazbtte,  to  a 
graduate  of  the  P.-M.  Institute  who  bought  a  "Curtis  diploma.'" 
He  uses  the  latter  parchment  in  his  own  office  and  erases  his 
name  from  the  Institute  document,  inserting  his  brother^s 
name,  and  thus  enables  the  latter  to  pass  as  an  Institute 
graduate,  when  his  total  college  attendance  was  about  half  a 
session.  These  two  precious  scamps  go  Scot  free  at  present, 
for  there  is  no  law  in  Ohio  by  which  they  can  be  exposed  and 
punished  in  this  low  forgery.  They  seek  to  cover  their  base- 
ness by  abusing  the  Institute,  and  their  abuse  is  repeated  by 
men  who  little  suspect  who  are  using  them  for  tools.  A  law 
like  that  of  Pennsylvania  would  send  them  to  jail. 

In  another  instance,  a  man  about  to  graduate  from  the  Insti- 
tute stole  from  our  office  a  diploma,  partly  filled,  and  sold  it  to 
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a.n  eclectic  man  to  fill  out  for  himself.  We  have  been  fully 
satisfied  of  these  facts,  but  Ohio  has  no  law  to  compel  the 
production  of  that  stolen  credential,  so  we  are  powerless. 
Meantime,  the  buyer  is  classed  as  one  of  our  graduates  and 
the  thief  (living  in  Indiana)  maligns  the  Institute  with  a 
venom  possible  only  to  such  a  corrupt  knave.  Other  men, 
not  knowing  the  circumstances,  lend  themselves  to  repeating 
his  slanders. 

Every  winter,  for  about  twelve  years  past,  one  or  more 
parties  have  visited  Cincinnati,  Chicago  and  other  cities,  got 
into  the  circles  of  medical  students  and  offered  10  sell  copies  of 
diplomas  from  any  of  the  Eastern  medical  colleges.  They 
make  no  pretense  beyond  offering  copies  of  any  diploma  the 
students  may  choose  to  buy — Jefferson,  Belle  view.  Harvard  or 
any  other.  I  do  not  know  of  any  sales  being  effected,  but  the 
regularity  with  which  these  rogues  return  to  their  work  sug- 
gests that  they  find  it  profitable.  In  but  one  Western  State, 
Illinois,  is  there  any  law  to  unearth  such  documents  and  punish 
the  buyers. 

Recently  there  appeared  an  advertisement,  in  one  of  the 
Cincinnati  papers,  to  the  effect  that  a  widow  woman  in  Jersey 
City  would  sell  the  medical  diploma  of  her  deceased  husband. 
She  pronounced  it  as  being  from  one  of  the  very  beet  of  the  New 
England  colleges,  and  would  furnish  satisfaction  of  that.  The 
husband's  name  had  much  faded  from  the  parchment  and 
could  easily  be  erased  and  any  other  name  put  in  its  place. 
The  price  asked  was  $200.  Some  may  think  this  is  far  too  high 
to  find  a  purchaser ;  but  we  have  repeatedly  been  offered  $200 
for  a  diploma  from  the  P.-M.  Institute,  and  this  fall  have  had, 
from  Pennsylvania,  two  offers  of  $300  each.  Men  seldom 
scruple  at  any  price,  if  only  the  college  itself  has  a  good 
standing;  for  the  man  who  is  groveling  enough  to  buy  a 
diploma  knows  he  is  a  party  to  a  swmdle,  and  expects  to  pay 
for  what  (he  swindle  is  likely  to  be  worth  to  him.  That  widow 
is  likely  to  get  the  price  she  asks  for  disgracing  her  dead 
husband,  the  price  of  prostituting  his  honor  for  a  little  money, 
and  few  States  have  laws  to  unearth  the  sale,  to  punish  the 
buyer,  or  to  protect  that  Eastern  college  from  such  an  outrage. 
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This  particular  feature  of  the  Pennsylvania  law  tooches  a 
point  of  much  importance,  and  I  commend  it  warmly.     Some 
other  featnrep  of  that  law  are  equally  praiseworthy,  and  will 
serve  an  excellent  purpose  in  rooting  out  establishments  like 
those  of  Buchanan  and  Paine.    But  the  intense  local  interest 
aroused  by  these  frauds  has  led  to  the  introduction  into  this 
law  of  some  features  that  will  meet  with  decided  opposition 
from  the  people.    This  is  a  natural  reaction  of  overheated 
feelings,  the  correction  of  a  wrong  hastening  to  that  extremity 
in  measures  which  does   a  wrong  to  others.    No  person   is 
allowed  to  practice  medicine  or  surgery  for  "any  fee  or  reward, 
directly  or  indirectly,"  unless  "  a  graduate  of  a  legally  char- 
tered college  or  university."    This  is,  indeed,  a  protection  to 
the  profession^  but  it  interferes  with  an  inalienable  right  of 
the  people.     It  permits  men  and  women  to  practice  without 
being  graduates,  providing  they  do  not  do  this  "  for  gain.'" 
They  may  be  doctors  if  they  will  do  it  for  nothing;  but  must 
not  "accept,  for  his  or  her  services,  any  fee  or  reward,"  else 
the  law  will  fine  them  $100  for  each  such  offense  and,  perhaps, 
imprison  them  a  year,  also.     A  few  prescriptions  and  a  few 
acceptances  of  a  reward  "  for  his  or  her  services,"  will  ruin 
that  practitioner.    No  one  must  respond  to  a  neighbor's  appeal 
for  help  and  take  any  "  reward  "  for  the  time,  the  medicines 
or  the  services  rendered,  except  those  who  have  gradi  ated. 

This,  at  one  stroke,  deprives  the  people  of  all  right  to  take 
care  of  their  ow:i  lives  in  ways  that  will  suit  their  own  judg- 
ment. They  may  very  sensibly  have  more  confidence  in  some 
neighbor,  who  has  not  graduated,  than  in  some  drunken  de- 
bauchee of  a  graduate  whose  prescriptions  are  dangerous  and 
whose  presence  is  a  pollution.  But  if  the  neighbor  come  and 
save  a  life,  he  will  be  fined  and  probably  sent  to  jail  if  he 
^'aooept^  for  his  services,  any  reward,"  even  "  indirectly."  He 
may  do  good  and  save  life  without  "any  reward,"  but  all  the 
"fees"  must  go  to  the  doctors,  however  offensive  and  worthless 
these  may  be.  A  good  housewife  may  advise  a  warm  bath 
and  some  catnip  tea  for  convulsions  in  a  neighbor's  child,  or 
recommend  linseed  oil  and  lime  water  for  a  bum;  but,  if  she 
stay  half  a  day  in  assisting  to  check  the  spasms  or  dress  the 
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burn,  and  then  ^<  accept,  for  her  services,^'  a  basket  of  apples 
or  a  gingham  apron  from  that  grateful  neighbor,  she  is  liable 
to  be  fined  $100,  and  thrown  into  jail  for  a  year,  under  this 
law.  If  a  graduated  physician  prescribes  the  same  things 
under  the  same  circumstances,  he  gets  a  "fee"  of  two  to  five 
dollars.  Such  a  law  is  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  one  class 
and  violates  the  public  conscience. 

We  approve  of  laws  to  compel  a  graduate  to  be  honestly 
graduated,  ere  he  shall  use  the  name  of  the  State  as  a  license 
to  practice  medicine,  but  the  fundamental  rights  of  the  people 
should  never  be  infringed  in  so  sacred  a  matter  as  that  of 
caring  for  their  own  lives;  and,  while  the  Pennsylvania  law 
recognizes  this  principle,  in  permitting  any  person  to  practice, 
if  done  without  fee,  it  tramples  on  the  first  element  of  justice 
in  making  it  a  misdemeanor  to  take  a  reward  "for  services" 
asked  for  and  rendered. 

We  do  not  know  who  is  responsible  for  this  feature  of  the 
law,  though  it  is  known  that  the  allopathic  profession  in  that 
State  used  their  influence  vigorously  in  favor  of  a  statute  that 
would  stop  such  criminal  business  as  diploma  selling.  That 
profession,  in  times  past,  was  often  zealous  in  getting  laws 
that  would  prevent  everybody  but  themselves  from  taking  pay 
for  medical  services ;  but  the  sentiment  is  so  repulsive  to  the 
public,  that  sach  a  feature  in  American  legislation  has  latterly 
been  supposed  impossible.  Most  sincerely  do  we  hope  that 
the  zeal  of  our  neighbors  to  check  a  wrong  has  not  led  them 
to  favor  this  form  of  oppression ;  for  the  people  will  not  submit 
to  any  species  of  class  legislation,  nor  permit  their  right  of 
medical  choice  to  be  taken  away.  All  proper  haste  should  be 
made  to  alter  this  very  objectionable  feature  of  the  law,  and 
our  allopathic  neighbors  will  be  wise  if  they  actively  use  their 
influence  in  getting  such  a  change ;  otherwise,  the  people  may 
demand  that  the  entire  act  shall  be  swept  away,  and  that 
charlatanism  go  unchecked  rather  than  the  right  of  individual 
judgment  be  curtailed. 

In  1  hat  section  which  requires  a  presentation  of  the  diploma, 
and  also  a  "  true  copy  of  the  same,"  the  copy  <Jb  be  kept  by 
the  protonotary,  we  fear  a  mistake  has  been  made.    It  is 
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oversteps  the  realm  of  justice  and  should  be  modified.  No 
party  or  organization  should  be  allowed  to  hold  such  absolute 
control  over  the  convictions  and  business  of  other  men. 

In  thus  criticising  medical  laws,  it  is  not  ray  purpose  to  be 
captious.  Olear  and  firm  statutes  are  needed — laws  that  will 
discriminate  in  favor  of  educated  physicians  and  honorable 
colleges.  Impositions  upon  the  people  by  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  State,  need  to  be  checked  with  a  determined 
hand.  But  no  law  should  be  allowed  to  stop  any  man  from 
pursuing  an  honorable  business,  nor  to  take  away  the  right  of 
private  judgment.  The  people  must  not  be  annoyed  or  op- 
pressed by  legislation,  for  they  certainly  will  not  submit  to 
that;  and  one  body  of  medical  men  should  not  be  accorded 
privileges  denied  to  others,  even  as  one  church  in  religion  is 
not  permitted  to  control  the  affairs  and  the  licensures  of  other 
denominations.  Equal  privileges  should  be  accorded  to  all 
medical  systems,  as  they  are  to  all  religious  beliefs.  To  take 
away  equality  of  privileges  from  one  is  a  violence  to  which 
men  will  not  submit. 

Despite  the  admirable  features  of  the  Pennsylvania  medical 
law,  it  has  some  remarkably  weak  features,  and  some  which 
might  be  employed  for  arbitrary  purposes.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  the  latter  use  will  not  be  made  of  it,  for  to  do  this  would 
merely  prove  a  disaster  to  proper  legislation  and  throw  it  back 
another  decade  or  twc.  Yet  the  spirit  of  justice  clearly  calls 
for  early  amendments  modifying  this  enactment. 


DILATION  OF  GALL  BLADDER— ASPIRATION. 


Thb  following  is  a  large  portion  of  an  interesting  paper  on 
this  subject  by  Dr.  Kretzschmar,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  proceedings  of  the  Kings  County  Society.  We 
find  it  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly.  The  medicaments 
used  are  such  as  Physio-Medicalists  reject,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  were  useless  in  the  case  reported. 
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liave  to  be  repeated,  is  obvious ;  but  it  can  not  be  denied  that 
the  dexterous  and  careful  use  of  the  aspirator  is  attended  by 
much  less  danger  and  can  be  much  more  easily  employed  than 
the  most  skillfully  performed  operation  of  incising  the  gall 
'bladder,  as  mentioned  by  the  different  writers  on  the  subject 
of  diseases  of  the  biliary  passages.     An  opening  into  the  gall 
bladder,  by  means  of  the  bistoury,  necessarily  involves  con- 
siderable injury  to  the  peritoneum  ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
evacuating  the  fluid  contents  of  the  gall   bladder,  such  an 
operation  does  not  seem  to  be  advisable.    If  the  walls  of  the 
gall  bladder  are  not  adherent  to  those  of  the  abdominal  cavity, 
the  danger  of  bile  escaping  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  after 
incision  by  means  of  the  bistoury,  is  very  great,  and  it  would 
be   entirely  unjustifiable   to   perform   the   operation   without 
taking  such  precaution  as  would  guide  us  in  a  case  of  gastro- 
tomy.    In  case  of  removal  of  stones  from  the  gall  bladder, 
however,  the  opening  is  best  made  with  a  bistoury.    The  use 
of  the  trocar  is  objectionable  for  similar  reasons.     If  we  use 
a  small  instrument,  the  flow  of  bile  is  apt  to  be  obstructed  on 
account  of  the  pressure  of  tenacious  mucus,  which  is  apt  to 
be  mixed  with  the  bile  in  cases  of  catarrhal  or  inflammatory 
conditions  of  the  biliary  passages  and  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  gall  bladder.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  good-sized  trocar 
should  be  employed,  the  opening  through  the  peritoneum  into 
the  walls  of  the  gall  bladder  would  be  quite  large,  and  facili- 
tate the  escape  of  bile  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  after  the 
bladder  has    been   emptied   and   retracts.     From   experience 
gained   in  our  case,  it  seems   that  a  small  quantity  of  bile 
oozing  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  does  not  necessarily  involve 
great  danger,  but  such  an  accident  should   be  pr 3 vented   if 
possible. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  internal  administration  of  drugs 
in  cases  of  distention  of  the  biliary  passages  should  not  be 
exclusively  relied  upon.  Surgical  interference  should  be  prac- 
ticed much  more  frequently  than  has  been  done. 

The  advantages  which  aspiration  possesses  over  other  means 
of  emptying  the  dilated  gall  bladder,  may  be  thus  formulated : 
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I.  The  operation  can  be  performed  with  %afety  withom 
taking  particular  precaations  in  uniting  the  walls  of  the  gall 
bladder  with  those  of  the  abdomen. 

IL  The  operation  caa,  therefore,  be  done  as  soon  as  the 
diagnosis  of  a  dilated  gall  bladder  has  been  made,  if,  from  its 
size,  there  seems  to  be  danger  of  rupture ;  or  if  the  patient 
suffers  much  pain.  Aside  from  these  conditions,  when  aspira- 
tion should  be  resorted  to  without  hesitation,  the  question 
presents  itself  whether  it  would  not  be  good  practice  to  evacu- 
ate the  contents  of  a  distended  gall  bladder  under  ail  circum- 
stances, simply  to  remove  the  superfluous  bile,  which,  being 
cut  off  from  its  natural  destination,  is  bound  to  be  re-absorbed 
by  the  lymphatics,  carried  back  into  the  circulation  and  pro- 
duce, to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  a  condition  which  is 
generally  known  as  '^  cholsemia." 

III.  A  very  fine  trucar,  such  as  would  be  of  not  much  value 
in  case  of  simple  puncture,  can  be  employed,  and  by  means  of 
suction  even  a  tenacious  fluid  can  be  removed  from  the  gall 
bladder. 

IV.  The  insertion  of  a  small  trocar  or  an  aspirating  needle 
is  almost  a  painless  procedure. 

y.  In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  presence  of  gall  stones,  a 
flexible  probe  can  be  passed  through  the  canula  and  used  as  a 
sound. 

VI.  Aspiration  being  a  safe  and  painless  operation,  it  can 
be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  diagnosis. 

The  rules  for  performing  the  operation  are  thus  formulated : 

I.  Aspiration  should  not  be  delayed,  but  resorted  to  as  soon 
as  the  diagnosis  of  distended  gall  bladder  has  been  made. 

II.  A  good-sized  aspirating  needle,  or  a  fine  trocar,  should 
be  used. 

III.  The  instrument  should  be  introduced  into  the  gall 
bladder  at  a  point  as  high  up  and  as  near  to  the  border  of  the 
liver  as  possible. 

ly.  On  withdrawing  the  instrument,  the  punctured  wound 
in  the  abdominal  wall  should  at  once  be  closed  by  some  kind 
of  plaster,  or  by  the  introduction  of  a  stitch. 
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V.  The  operation  should  be  repeated  as  often  as  ^he  gall 
bladder  becomes  distended  again. 

yi.  The  common  rules  of  surgery,  as  to  cleanliness,  etc., 
should  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

A  number  of  cases  of  surgical  operations  on  the  gall  bladder, 
either  cholecystotomy  or  aspiration,  are  reported  by  Frerichs 
an  Murchison,  also  by  Marion  Sims,  0.  Kocher,  George  Brown, 
Keen,  Lawson  Tait,  J.  A(.  Luis  and  A.  Campbell.  And  the 
following  should  be  added  to  the  list : 

Conrad  Schauz ;  age  46 ;  born  in  Germany;  married ;  carver 
by  trade;  with  a  good  family  history.  Had  been  in  good 
health  until  eleven  years  ago.  At  that  time  he  suffered  from 
a  severe  attack  of  malarial  fever,  lasting  fifteen  weeks.  He 
says  that  during  this  sickness  he  had  considerable  pain  in  the 
hepatic  region,  but  he  does  not  remember  having  jaundice. 
He  afterward  regained  his  usual  health,  and  never  missed  a 
day  at  his  work-shop,  on  that  account,  until  three  years  ago. 
During  the  previous  five  or  six  years  he  had  been  examined 
by  a  number  of  physicians  for  life  insurance  on  a  small  scale, 
and  had  been  accepted  by  several  of  the  so-called  mutual  aid 
associations. 

Early  in  the  fall,  1878,  the  writer  was  called  upon  to  attend 
Schauz.  The  patient  complained  of  pain  in  the  hepatic 
region,  nausea  and  occasional  vomiting,  loss  of  appetite  and 
headache.  His  skin  had  a  deep-yellow  appearance,  the  tongue 
was  coated,  the  stools  were  clay-colored  and  the  urine  dark- 
brown.  On  exaniini  tion,  it  was  found  that  the  area  of  hepatic 
dullness  was  increased,  the  surface  of  the  liver  bad  a  peculiar 
uneven  feel,  and  there  was  tenderness  over  the  right  hypo- 
chondriac region.  The  diagnosis  of  gastro-duodenal  catarrh, 
with  temporary  obstruction  of  the  biliary  passages  was  made, 
and  the  patient  was  placed  on  appropriate  treatment.  The 
case  ran  a  slow  course ;  the  patient  suffered  considerably,  but, 
after  three  or  four  weeks,  he  became  convalescent  and  made  a 
good  recovery. 

Nothing  was  heard  of  Schauz  until  Christmas  daj,  1880, 
when  the  writer  was  asked  again  to  see  him  professionally. 
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He  was  found  in  bed,  apparently  suffering  from  a  similar  affec- 
tion to  the  one  he  had  two  years  previonsly.  He  gave  the  fol- 
lowing history :  Five  or  six  days  before  he  applied  for  medical 
advice  he  complained  of  constipation  and  flatnlence,  followed 
soon  by  other  disturbances  of  the  digestive  apparatus,  such  as 
anorexia,  frequent  eructations,  nausea  and  a  sensation  of  full- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  stomach.  These  symptoms,  together 
with  the  jaundice,  which  had  been  slight  at  first,  had  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  skin  was  of  a  citron -like  color,  the 
tongue  was  heavily  coated  with  a  grayish-white,  dirty-looking 
deposit,  and  the  breath  had  an  unpleasant  odor.  The  liver  was 
found  to  be  enlarged  and  very  tender ;  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines contained  considerable  gas,  and  the  surface  of  the  body 
was  dry  and  rather  hot.  Temperature,  101^  degrees.  The 
pulse  was  feeble  and  slow ;  the  stools  were  destitute  of  bile ; 
and  the  urine  was  of  a  dark-brownish  color.  The  patient  did 
not  complain  much  of  actual  pain,  but  he  was  much  annoyed 
by  pruritus,  and  had  some  headache.  The  same  diagnosis  was 
made  as  during  the  first  attack,  and  similar  treatment  ordered. 
Moderate  doses  of  calomel  combined  with  jalap;  diluted  nitro- 
muriatic  acid  with  strychnia  were  administered.  Oleate  of 
morphia  and  mercury  and  warm  poultices  were  applied  ex- 
ternally. The  diet  was  carefully  regulated,  solid  food  was 
discontinued,  and  the  patient  was  placed  in  the  best  hygienic 
condition  possible. 

From  day  to  day,  all  the  symptoms  increased  in  severity, 
and  frequent  emesis  became  associated  with  those  already 
present.  The  skin  had,  during  the  early  part  of  January,  1881, 
changed  to  an  almost  bronze-brown  color;  the  pruritus  pre- 
vented rest  day  or  night ;  the  temperature  varied  between  99^ 
and  lOlf  degrees;  the  pulse  became  feebler  daily;  the  skin 
had  lost  its  former  dryness,  but  was  covered  with  a  cold, 
clammy  moisture,  and  the  tongue  looked  just  as  bad  as  ever 
before. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Westbrook  saw  the  case  in  consultation  January 
11th.  The  same  peculiar,  uneven  and  nodulated  surface  of  the 
enlarged  liver  mentioned  above,  in  connection  with  the  first 
attack  of  gastro-duodenal  catarrh,  was  again  observed,  and 
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this,  together  with  the  general  cachetic  appearance  of  the 
patient,  gave  rise  to  a  carefal  consideration  of  the  question  of 
existing  malignant  disease — the  latter  being  finally  excluded, 
however.  The  hypodermic  syringe  was  ased  as  an  aid  in  diag- 
nosis. Ohloride  of  ammonium  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains,  three 
or  four  times,  daily,  together  with  laxatives;  the  local  use  of 
blisters  were  employed  for  about  ten  days  without  benefit. 

Under  tho  internal  use  of  ox  gall  and  phosphate  of  ^oda, 
together  with  the  application  of  hot  poultices  over  the  tender 
liver,  the  patient  seemed  to  improve  somewhat.  A  peculiar 
condition  of  the  patient's  appetite  and  of  his  digestive  powers 
may  be  mentioned  here.  While  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  him  to  retain  any  common,  substantial  food,  and  while  he 
had  not  eaten  meat  of  any  kind  for  several  weeks,  he  insisted 
upon  taking  some  salmon  one  day  and  pot-cheese  another. 
Trying  a  very  small  quantity  at  first,  he  ate,  enjoyed  and 
retained,  after  a  few  days,  a  considerable  quantity  of  both 
of  these  peculiar  articles  of  food  without  feeling  any  unpleasant 
disturbances  afterward.  Buttermilk  was  his  favored  drink, 
and  he  took  large  quantities  of  it. 

During  the  month  of  March,  the  jaundice  being  as  bad  as 

ever  before,  the  patient  repeatedly  took  short  walks,  and  on 

the  fourth  of  April  he  felt  strong  enough  to  present  himself 

at  Prof.  Armor's  clinic  at  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital. 

He  suspected  the  existence  of  gall  stones,  though  the  writer 

had  informed  the  doctor  that  the  most  careful  and  continued 

examinations  of  the  stools  had  never  led  to  the  finding  of  a 

stone.    The  exertion  of  going  to  the  Long  Island  OoIIege 

Hospital  and  appearing  before  a  large  class  of  medical  students 

was  too  great  for  our  patient ;  on  the  sixth  of  April  he  had  a 

severe  rigor,  and  on  the  seventh  he  was  suffering  more  than 

any  previous  day  during  liis  sickness.    The  liver  became  more 

and  more  enlarged,  and  severe  acute  pain  developed,  vomiting 

and  all  other  unpleasant  symptoms  reappearing  with  great 

severity.    The  temperature  ran  up  to  102  degrees,  and   the 

pulse,  being  very  feeble,  counted  88  per  minute.    April  10th, 

for  the  first  time,  could  the  distended  gall-bladder  be  detected 

projecting  beneath  the  border  of  the  liver  as  a  pear-shaped, 

fluctuating  swelling,  which,  by  careful  peicussion  and  palpita- 
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May  5th,  the  third  aspiration  was  made  in  the  presence  of 
Dr.  George  R.  Westbroofc  Four  ounces  of  bile  were  with- 
drawn with  the  same  beneficial  result  as  before.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  symptoms  of  circumscripted  peritonitis  made  their 
appearance,  the  temperature  rose  to  102^  degrees,  and  the 
patient  complained  of  much  pain  and  tenderness.  Quinine 
and  opium  were  given,  and  the  threatening  symptoms  of  in- 
flammation disappeared.  The  tumor  again  became  prominent, 
and  it  was  decided  to  aspirate  May  12th.  Serious  illness  in 
the  writer's  own  family  prevented  him  from  attending  to  his 
professional  duties,  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Westbrook  saw  the  patient  a 
number  of  times.  He  says :  The  pain  was  very  severe ;  dis- 
tention of  the  abdomen  marked;  tongue  heavily  coated; 
bowels  constipated.  There  was  a  slight  rise  of  temperature. 
He  gave  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap  and,  after  its  free  opera- 
tion, administered  a  stimulating  anodyne,  viz. :  morphia  with 
spirits,  of  chloroform  and  the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia. 
This  gave  considerable  temporary  relief. 

Resuming  work  May  17th,  a  visit  to  Schanz  was  made  early 
in  the  day.  The  patient  presented  an  agonizing  picture.  The 
gall  bladder  was  larger  than  ever  before.  With  the  kind 
assistance  of  Dr.  George  R.  Westbrook,  aspiration  was  again* 
performed,  and  fourteen  ounces  of  bile  were  removed  at  that 
time.  Toward  the  end  of  the  operation,  considerable  mucus 
and  blood  came  away  with  the  bile.  The  amount  of  force 
which  had  to  be  used  to  bring  the  tenacious  fluid  through  the 
aspirating  needle  caused  some  pain.  However,  the  pame  good 
result  as  obtained  on  previous  days  was  accomplished.  The 
repeated  removal  of  the  bile  seemed  to  have  a  favorable 
influence  on  the  constitutional  symptoms  of  our  patient ;  he 
was  improving  slowly,  and  on  several  occasions  expressed  hii 
desire  to  be  aspirated  just  as  often  as  "  that  lump"  came  back 
again.  As  soon  as  another  enlargement  at  the  border  of  the 
liver  became  visible,  it  was  decided  to  operate  for  a  fifth 
time. 

May  22d,  aspiration  was  resorted  to  for  the  fifth  time,  Dr. 

G.  R.  Westbrook  assisting  again.    The  fluid  was  very  thick 

nd  the  flow  was  scanty.    Only  three  ounoee  and  a  half  ^^ 
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skin  dry  and  harsh;  urine  scanty  and  high-colored;  bowels 
costive,  not  having  moved  for  three  days.  Oomplained  of 
feeling  very  cold  all  the  time.  The  foot  was  much  swollen, 
tense  and  shining,  of  a  very  dark  color  and  very  painful — 
about  the  external  malleolus  it  was  nearly  black.  He  was 
extremely  restless  and  had  not  had  any  material  sleep  for 
several  days  and  nights. 

I  considered  the  condition  that  of  a  phlegmonous  erysipelas, 
and  the  case  extremely  doubtful  as  to  recovery.  I  told  him 
I  did  not  desire  to  undertake  his  management,  as  the  outcome 
promised  to  be  against  him.  He  said  he  was  as  willing  to 
die  on- my  hands  as  on  anybody's,  and  he  had  sent  for  me  on 
the  persuasion  of  my  friends,  and  now  he  wanted  me  to  do 
what  I  could  for  him. 

I  commenced  treatment,  giving  every  three  hours  a  powder 
of  cinchonidia,  gr«  iij  ;  hydrastia  phosphate,  myrrh,  capsicum, 
each,  gr.  j.  An  infusion  of  the  officinal  composition  to  be 
drank  at  moderate  intervals.  Powders  every  twelve  hours,  of 
apocynin,  gr.  iv;  hydrastia,  gr.  j;  capsicum,  gr.  ss.  The 
bowels  to  be  evacuated  at  once  with  an  enema  of  castile  suds, 
and  this  to  be  renewed  once  every  day  if  necessary.  To  the 
foot  applied  a  poultice  of  ulmiis  and  hydrastis,  equal  parts, 
made  pretty  stimulating  with  Jamaica  ginger.  Renewed  this 
every  twelve  hours,  every  third  hour  opening  it  back  and 
bathing  the  parts  and  the  wound  with  compound  tincture  of 
myrrh.  This  course  was  continued  till  the  30th,  with  but  very 
little  change  for  the  better,  but  certainly  with  no  loss.  Then 
the  bowels  began  to  move  without  enemas,  the  pulse  became 
fuller  and  stronger,  the  surface  and  the  tongue  both  moistened, 
the  urine  became  more  free  and  less  red,  and  he  began  to  feel 
some  appetite.  The  color  of  the  parts  improved  and  he  suffered 
less. 

April  2d,  a  piis  accumulation  was  found  below  the  external 
malleolus,  which  I  opened,  and  it  discharged  freely.  By  the 
4th,  the  wound  began  to  heal,  the  cold  feeling  had  disappeared, 
the  appetite  was  all  it  should  be,  and  the  tongue  was  cleaning. 
Omitted  the  composition  and  substituted  salicine  for  the  cin- 
chonidia.   On  the  7th,  removed  the  poultice  and  bathed  every 
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three  hours  with  equal  parts  fluid  extract  hydrastis  and  glycer- 
ine, and  one-fifth  part  compound  tincture  of  myrrh,  covering 
lightly.  Hepatic  powders  diminished  in  size  and  gradaally 
discontinued.  By  April  19th  he  was  well  and  saved  his  limb 
as  well  as  his  life. 

Pieroetonj  Indiana. 
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Balbak  Peru  fob  Itch. — In  Germany,  the  balsam  Peru  is 
being  used  for  scabies,  and  with  reputed  success.  The  patient 
is  very  carefully  and  thoroughly  rubbed  with  it  over  the  whole 
body,  face  excepted,  for  half  an  hour.  It  destroys  the  ascaris 
completely.  Next  day  a  good  bath  and  change  of  clothing, 
and  the  patient  is  well  without  any  housing. 


floT  Fomentations. — Persons  applying  fomentations  in  the 
shape  of  flannels  wrung  from  hot  water,  often  suffer  in  wring- 
ing out  the  flannels.  An  exchange,  name  not  now  recalled, 
proposes  to  avoid  this  by  laying  the  flannels  in  a  common 
cooking'stove  steamer,  but  few  nice  families  would  care  to  use 
their  steamers  in  this  way.  A  neat  and  effective  plan  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Michigan  Medical  News,  It  is  to  wet  the 
flannel  thoroughly,  then  wrap  it  in  the  folds  of  a  large  news- 
paper and  lay  it  on  the  heated  surface  of  the  stove.  In  a  few 
moments  the  steam  thus  generated  permeates  the  whole  flan- 
nel, the  folded  paper  prevents  its  escape,  and  it  is  ready  for  use 
with  but  little  heat  in  the  stove  and  no  gainful  handling. 


Oarbolio  Acid  in  Fever. — Dr.  Keith  informed  the  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  that  he  had  caused  the  death  of  three 
patients  by  using  carbolic  acid  in  washes  and  sprays  during 
operations  for  ovariotomy.  In  the  face  of  this  startling  fact, 
our  allopatnic  neighbors  are  taking  up  its  use  in  fevers  as  a 
means  of  reducing  the  heat,  giving  it  by  both  stomach  and 
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rectum.  The  use  of  fifteen  grains  a  day,  says  M.  Raymond,  of 
France,  is  followed  by  a  reduction  of  heat  to  the  extent  of 
four  or  five  degrees.  If  heat  reduction  is  an  important  gain  in 
fever,  regardless  of  the  means  by  which  the  reduction  is 
efiected,  then  carbolic  acid  would  seem  to  be  the  right  article. 
Unfortunately,  the  coolness  thus  obtained  is  procured  unnatu- 
rally; for  it  needs  but  a  gentle  increase  of  the  dose  to  reduce 
the  temperature  to  93  degrees,  with  convulsive  tremors  and 
other  signs  of  poisoning.  It  is,  therefore,  the  coldness  that 
simulates  death.  When  our  neighbors  learn  that  the  elevated 
heat  of  fever  is  merely  an  incident  in  its  history,  and  that  this 
can  be  safely  reduced  only  by  bringing  the  organism  to  its 
natural  state,  and  that  carbq^ic  acid  can  not  restore  this  natural 
state,  then  they  will  probably  learn  that  x)oisons  never  cure 
disease,  and,  perhaps,  will  stop  experimenting  on  human  life 
with  these  terrible  agents. 


Borax  Lozenoes. — Such  lozenges  are  quite  useful  in  aphthous 
and  other  mouth  sores,  but  are  quite  difficult  to  make  in  the 
usual  maunder  of  fashionable  troches.  The  DruggisVa  Circular 
says  the  following  method  of  procedure  will  obviate  all  diffi 
culties :  Prepare  a  mucilage  of  38  grains  gum  tragacanth  with 
one  ounce  of  water  and  one  drachm  and  a  half  of  tincture  of 
benzoin.  Mix  three  and  one-half  ounces  of  borax  with  fifteen 
ounces  of  powdered  sugar.  Strain  the  above  mucilage,  grad- 
ually add  to  it  by  mixing  fifteen  ounces  of  powdered  sugar, 
one  ounce  of  water  and  one  drachm  and  a  half  tincture  of 
benzoin.  When  this  has  been  done  well,  gradually  mix  in  the 
above  combination  of  borax  and  sugar,  and  form  into  lozenges. 


SiMMON^s  LiYSR  Regulator. — A  correspondent  of  the  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter^  who  lived  in  the  same  town  as  M.  A. 
Simmon,  says  this  nostrum  is  made  up  as  follows:  Pulv.  senna 
compound,  5  ij;  serpontaria,  S  ij;  golden  seal,  S  j  ;  manna,  3  j* 
Like  most  patent  medicines,  it  is  a  poorly  ordered  affair,  and 
not  one-tenth  as  valuable  as  any  one  in  a  hundred  common 
prescriptions. 


Editorial  Department. 


MORE  DIPLOMA  SHOPS  IN  EMBRYO. 


A  CALL  has  been  issued  for  a  "  North-western  Physio-Medical 
Association,"  to  meet  at  TiflBin,  Ohio.  It  is  made  by  T.  L. 
Hickman,  M.  D.,  A.  J.  Corfman,  M.  D.,  J.  W.  Davis,  M.  D. 
None  of  them  belongs  to  the  incorporated  Ohio  State  Society, 
bat  must  needs  get  up  a  society  of  their  own.  We  believe 
they  all  hold  "Curtis  diplomas; "  but  if  this  is  a  mistake,  it 
will  be  corrected  on  notification.  In  our  issue  of  July,  1881, 
we  gave  some  information  about  "  T.  L.  Hickman,  M.  D.,"  who 
so  kindly  offered  to  take  a  professorship  of  either  materia 
medica  or  "  surgeory "  with  us,  if  only  his  "  Bord  could  be 
maid."  On  the  back  of  one  of  his  envelopes  calling  the 
above  meeting,  this  learned  hunter  after  a  professorship  has 
directed,  in  case  of  its  non-delivery,  that  it  be  "  returned  to 
the  righter."  This  new  society  is  understood  to  be  the  initial 
of  a  new  college,  so  that  "  T.  L.  Hickman,  M.  D.,"  and  a  few 
others  may  be  dubbed  "professor." 

The  new  Indiana  college,  alluded  to  in  our  last,  is  called  the 
"  Ourtis  Physio-Medical  College."  Its  chiefs  have,  we  believe, 
been  running  an  unchartered  "  college "  for  years,  and  sup- 
plying their  '*  graduates "  with  Curtis  diplomas.  Now  they 
probably  intend  to  imitate  his  ways.  Its  "  faculty "  are,  we 
think,  "  Curtis  graduates "  with  one  exception.  This  one 
graduated  with  us,  and  has  since  tried  some  very  curious  plans 
to  get  a  duplicate  of  his  diploma;  but  we  had  an  impression 
that  his  tales  were  unreliable,  and  that  he  really  wanted  it  to 
fill  in  the  name  of  one  who  now  figures  in  this  new  "  faculty." 
He  did  not  get  the  duplicate.  One  of  this  "  faculty,"  after 
two  terms  of  lectures,  it  seems,  could  not  get  beyond  forty  in 
an  examination,  and  was  refused  a  diploma.    A  le^.ter  from  its 
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secretary,  to  a  man  they  were  trying  to  get  into  their  class, 
reads  as  follows : 

^^  Dear  sir  yours  of  the  16  inst  at  hand,  you  stated  that  you 
thought  some  of  tending  lectures  this  winter  I  will  say  to  you 
that  we  have  a  good  class  of  students  at  this  place  we  have 
now  20  or  more  students  tending  will  have  more  in  a  few  days. 
We  ues  Dr.  Ourtis  works  of  Oincintti,  Physio  medica.  We 
liave  a  good  set  of  Proff  fully  competent  of  teachiu  and  will 
teach  true  Physio  M  doctrine  you  stated  that  you  had  Grays 
Anatomy  we  ues  it  but  no  Eclectic  Work.  Well  Dr  i  have 
told  you  all  that  i  think  is  required.  I  ^ish  you  would  come 
and  attend  turms  very  reasonable  ther  has  only  been  a  few 
lessons  giv  .yet  comence  regurly  nex  monday  moring  like  very 
much  for  you  to  Be  present  and  tell  all  the  other  Drs  about 
the  Curtis  Physio  medical  coUeg  bring  them  along.  Answer 
by  return  mail.    Dr.  William  H.  Martin,  sec.'^ 

Afterwards  two  of  the  faculty  urged  this  man  to  come  and 
^^  tend  lectures."  They  promised  to  ^'  begin  another  course  at 
the  expiration  of  this,  to  enable  them  to  graduate.''  He  is 
urged  to  come  and  to  bring  his  Eclectic  books  with  him ;  and 
they  say : 

''  If  you  are  not  able,  at  the  end  of  this  term,  to  graduate, 
you  can  continue  six  or  eight  weeks  longer,  then  we  will 
be  glad  to  give  you  a  diploma,  which  will  be  honorable  to 
you.  Please  do  not  ask  us  to  do  anything  to  disturb  our 
charter,  but  we  will  say  to  you,  that  if  you  will  attend  the 
ballance  of  this  term  and  the  short  term  following,  no  doubt 
you  will  merit  your  Diploma.  Don't  fail  to  come  and  see  us, 
v)e  will  do  you  Justice." 

[Signed]  «  D.  B.  Snodgrass  Pr  H.  M.  Oowgiil." 

Here  we  have  it  in  a  nutshell.  It  is  promising  an  ^<  houor- 
able  "  diploma  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks  of  study — of  bucH 
study  as  may  be  expected  among  teachers  of  the  above  accom- 
modating disposition.  It  is  to  be  done  in  the  name  of  the 
State,  under  the  authority  of  a  charter  issued  by  the  State, 
with  a  form  of  manipulation  that  will  keep  the  State  from 
^^  disturbing "  that  charter.  It  savors  of  Buchanan  circulars 
and  other  diploma  shops.  If  the  Indiana  laws  would  now 
^^disturb"  that  charter  so  as  to  put  such  adventurers  where 
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Pennsylvania  put  Buchanan,  it  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  a  fine 
thing  for  the  people  of  that  State. 

There  is  no  earthly  need  of  this  college,  even  if  its  teachers 
were  veritable  Solomons.   It  could  not  hope  to  succeed,  except 
by  enticing  students  with  promises  of  easy  graduation  and  by 
other  methods  damaging  to  the  profession.     Its  only  excuse  for 
existing  is,  that  a  few  men  want  professorships,  and  so  hasten 
to  degrade  themselves,  to  impose  on  the  State,  to  cheat  the 
public  and  to  deceive  young  men  who  might  otherwise  seek  a 
really  good  education.    Yet  this  is  the  natural  outcome  of  that 
silly  idea  which  promised  great  benefits  to  this  cause  by  having 
a  college  in  every  State,  when  every  man  of  sense  knows  there 
are  not  students   enough   to   sustain   them   honestly.    But*  if 
three  men,  thirsting  to  be  professors,  can  find  a  following  in 
starling  a  new   college   where  it  is  not  needed^  and  try  to 
succeed  by  taking  up  half  the  time  of  students  in  abusing 
other  colleges  in  the  hope  of  breaking  these  down,  then  why 
may  not  three  other  ambitious  men  repeat  this  process  ?    And 
if  one  batch  of  professors,  knowing  all  about  Dr.  Curtis'  cor 
rupt  diploma  business,  can  fawn  over  him,  and  pet  him,  and 
encourage  him  and  magnify  him  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting 
him  to  help  them  break  down  the  Institute,  what  is  to  hinder 
another  batch  of  prolossors  from  taking  Dr.  Curtis'  name  and 
following  his  diploma-selling  methods,  which  the  petting  of 
the  first  batch  tried  to  make  honorable?    The  situation  reminds 
us  of  the  old  saying,  that  "  Curses,  like  chickens,  come  Jiome 
to  roost."     Under  these  lines  of  procedure,  colleges  might  be 
multiplied  indefinitely,  and  the  corrupt  ones  would  be  forever 
laboring  to  push   the  sound  ones   out  of  existence,  and  so 
Physio-Medicalism  might  at  last  be  without  any  college  worthy 
of  the  name.    This  is  the  way  that  men  of  too  much  ambition 
set  the  profession  by  the  ears,  and  sow  disturbances  among  us, 
and  try  to  use  the  profession  for  their  selfish  schemes. 

When  corrupt  college  projects  are  launched  in  the  name  of 
Physio-Medicalism,  we  repudiate  them.  This  cause  contains 
a  body  of  as  noble  men  as  ever  trod  the  earth — men  who  are 
devoted  to  a  high  principle  and  have  staked  their  honor  and 
their  fortune  in  defense  of  their  convictions.     Any  college 
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scheme  undertaken  in  the  name  of  this  cause,  but  tainted  with 
elements  of  corruption,  is  an  insult  to  those  true  men.     It  is 
a.n  attempt  to  use  their  honor  for  infamous  purposes  and  to 
make  this  cause  a  laughing-stock  before  the  nation.    It  shows 
men  willing  to  disgrace  the  cause,  and  disgrace  every  honor- 
able man  in  it,  if  they  can  put  money  in  their  own  pockets  by 
doing  so.    To  trumpet  their  "love"  of  the  cause  which  they 
are  trying  to  (fegrade  is  only  a  piece  of  insolent  knavery.  Honor- 
able Physio-Medicalists  wili  not  fellowship  them,  will  not  admit 
them  to  companionship,  will  not  be  a  party  to  their  frauds 
upon  the  people,  will   not  encourage   men  who  swindle  the 
public,   will   not  be  responsible   for   their  processes   of    cor- 
ruption.   To  accept   their  society  is  to  come  down  to  their 
level  and  share  their  disgrace.     Men  who  practice  such  wrongs 
in  the  name  of  Physio-Medicalism  are  bold  counterfeiters  on 
this  noble  reform;  an<f  no  honorable  man  will  be  connected  with 
them,  or  associate  with  them  on  terms  of  equality,  or  admit 
them  or  their  "graduates"  to  his  counsels.    Let  the  deceivers 
of  the  people  and  public  swindlers  be  branded  and  made  to 
stand  away  from  honorable  men. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIOAL  NOTES. 


The  "  Diseases  of  Children,"  by  W.  H.  Day,  M.  D.,  England, 
is  a  portly  volume  on  subjects  that  never  fail  to  interest. 
Scarlatina,  diphtheria,  measles,  cholera  infantum,  dentition, 
infantile  convulsions,  chorea  and  similar  maladies  are  well 
described.  In  treatment,  he  is  a  strong  believer  in  calomel, 
bleeding,  cupping  and  leeching,  which  seem  marvelously  an- 
tiquated, and  indulges  in  the  use  of  opium  and  other  narcotics 
to  an  extent  that  seems  to  us  frightful.  Children  present  very 
lew  peculiar  features  in  such  maladies  as  pleurisy,  pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  ascites,  small-pox,  rheumatism,  etc.,  and  it  seems  to 
us  that  these  topics  should  be  remanded  to  works  on  general 
medicine,  rather  than  placed  among  the  specialties  of  child- 
hood. Philadelphia,  Presley  Blakeston.  Cincinnati,  Robert 
Clarke  <fe  Co.    $4.00. 
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The  "  Therapentics  of  Gynaecology  and  Obstetrics  "  is  a  con- 
densed compilation  of  the  opinions  and  practice  of  leading 
specialists  in  America  and  Europe.  It  gives  good  outlines  of 
the  methods  of  Thomas,  Hewitt,  Atthill,  Barnes,  Schroeder, 
Emmett,  Tilt,  Goodell,  Bedford  and  others  on  most  of  the 
female  diseases  and  the  graver  obstetrical  procedures.  The 
compilation  is  faithfully  done,  and  will  be  suggestive  to  the 
hurried  reader  on  occasions.  Philadelphia,  D.  G.  Brinton. 
Cincinnati,  Robert  Clarke  &  Go.    $4.00. 

Db.  J.  H.  Warren's  ^^ Practical  Treatise  on*  Hernia^'  has 
already  reached  a  second  and  enlarged  edition,  which  shows  a 
most  favorable  reception.  He  gives  a  good  presentation  of 
the  various  forms  of  hernia,  especially  so  of  strangulated  con- 
ditions and  their  treatment.  His  great  improvement  on  the 
methods  of  Pancoast  and  Heaton,  in  the  radical  cure  of  hernia 
by  subcutaneous  astringent  injections,  is  a  leading  feature  of 
the  book.  He  details  his  instruments  and  methods  with  great 
minuteness,  and  claims  a  permanent  cure  in  ninety- two  per 
cent,  of  his  cases,  some  of  the  most  interesting  of  which  he 
reports.  His  volume  deserves  careful  study ;  and  its  value  is 
enhanced  by  new  chapters  on  causation  of  hernia,  artificial 
anus  and  wounds  of  the  intestines,  hydrocele  and  varicocele/ 
It  is  issued  in  elegant  style.  Boston,  J.  R.  Osgood  &  Go.  $5.00. 

<^  Hartshorne'b  Essentials  of  Medicine ''  is  more  commend- 
able than  most  works  of  its  class,  though  the  class  is  not  much 
to  our  liking.  It  is  quite  clear  as  a  synopsis  ;  but  very  much 
more  than  it  alludes  to  is  essential  in  medicine  and,  particu- 
larly, in  practice.    A  new  edition  is  just  out.    $2.63. 

Whenever  Dr.  J.  Milner  Fothergill  writes,  he  has  something 
sensible  to  tell,  and  tells  it  in  a  thoroughly  interesting  manner. 
•  His  late  work  on  ^<  Indigestion  and  Biliousness "  maintains 
his  reputation.  It  is  replete  with  varied  and  useful  informa- 
tion, and  with  that  practical  good  sense  which  is  all  too  rare 
among  medical  speculators.  We,  of  course,  object  to  his 
calomel  and  ether  and  opiates,  but  his  volume  is  otherwise 
full  of  fact«  and  suggestions  on  maladies  the  commonest  that 
'^'^^i  mankind.    New  York,  Wm.  Wood  &  Go.    $2.00. 
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•  

Among  our  exchanges,  the  New  York  ^'  Medical  Record,'' 
published  weekly,  by  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  is  one  of  the  very 
ablest,  and  our  readers  will  find  themselves  repeatedly  in- 
debted to  material  condensed  from  its  pages.  $5.00  a  year. 
"  New  Remedies,''  published  by  the  same  house,  is  a  fine 
monthly  on  everything  in  the  way  of  materia  medica  and 
pharmacy.    $2.00. 

"  Vice's  Magazine  "  continues  to  be  the  queen  of  elegant 
things  in  the  floral  world ;  a  gem  of  beauty  and  a  treasury  of 
information  on  everything  pertaining  to  flowers  and  the  flower 
garden.  Every  lover  of  flowers  should,  of  course,  have  it. 
Rochester,  N.  Y.     $1.25. 


NOTES  AND  BREVITIES. 


In  preparing  a  history  of  Cincinnati  and  Hamilton  County, 
Mr.  Williams  asked  for  our  portrait  to  incorporate  in  that 
work.  It,  together  with  a  biographical  sketch,  has  appeared 
in  the  first  volume  of  that  history ;  and  we  have  consented  to 
put  them  both  in  this  issue  of  the  Gazette,  to  please  some 
good  friends.  The  portrait,  from  a  photograph  taken  a  few 
years  ago,  is  pronounced  to  be  very  accurate.  The  biography 
was  prepared  by  some  one  whose  name  is  kept  from  us ;  but 
is  clearly  the  work  of  some  over-kindly  friend,  who  stimulates 
us  to  hope  that  we  can  strive  toward  the  generous  estimate 
given. 

A  Philadelphia  allopathic  hospital  advertises,  among  its 
attractions,  that  '^each  ward  and  room  is  furnished  with  steam 
and  medicated  baths."  It  is  not  called  ''vapor"  bath,  nor 
beveled  off  ^s  aristocratic  '' Turkish  bath,"  but  is  given  the 
square  Anglo-Saxon  term  of  steam  lath!  And  this  by  a 
fraternity  that  half  a  century  ago  would  gladly  have  hung 
any  man  who  used  '<  steam  baths."  Shades  of  Samuel  Thom- 
son I 
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Alexib  St.  Martik  died  but  recently.  He  was  the  Canadian 
whose  stomach  was  perforated  by  a  bullet,  and  through  the 
opening  thus  made,  Dr.  Beaumont  obtained  very  much  of  our 
present  information  upon  the  functions  of  that  organ. 

A  MAN  in  Indiana  paid  a  promising  oculist  ten  dollars  for  so 
treating  his  eyes  that  he  could  see  as  well  by  night  as  by  day. 
The  operation  was  perfectly  successful,  for  now  the  man- can 
not  see  at  all. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  COOK. 


William  Henry  Cook,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  January  27,  1832.  His  father  was  a  builder;  and  soon 
after  moved  vto  Williamsburg  (East  Brooklyn),  where  he  was 
a  leading  contractor  and  a  prominent  citizen  much  respected. 
The  family  moved  to  Canada,  in  1840,  and  returned  in  1847. 
The  son,  an  early  and  eager  student,  received  a  classical  edu- 
cation, the  removal  in  1847  interrupting  his  college  course. 
He  chose  medicine  as  his  profession  by  the  advice  of  L.  N. 
Fowler,  with  whom  he  traveled  several  months,  and  graduated 
at  Syracuse.  After  some  practice  in  the  country,  he  opened 
an  office  in  New  York  City,  and  attended  the  hospitals  there 
for  a  year  or  more.  In  October,  1854,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Cincinnati. 

Independent  of  thought  and  of  great  energy,  he  adopted 
the  Physio-Medical  system  of  practice,  believing  it  to  be  based 
on  the  immutable  laws  of  nature.  To  him  numbers  and  merely 
human  authority  are  nothing;  for  these,  if  in  error,  will  be 
overthrown  by  the  truth,  and  to  find  this  truth  in  science  is 
to  him  the  only  object  worthy  of  an  honest  man.  He  is  a 
tireless  worker  in  his  espoused  cause,  bringing  to  it  a  philo- 
sophical mind,  thorough  education,  fine  literary  talents  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  profound  conviction.  He  has  elevated  this 
system  to  a  very  high  scientific  standard,  and  is  its  acknowl- 
edged head.  Dignified  and  courteous,  he  never  uses  person- 
alities toward  opponents, .  but  respects  their  motives  while 
differing  from  their  opinions,  and  believing  that  some  day  all 
will  see  medical  truth  alike  in  nature.  His  opponents  bear 
^'^"^^'mony  to  his  uprightness,  sincerity  and  high  scholarship. 
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He  was  the  mover  in  organizing  the  Physio-Medical  Insti- 
tute, in  1857,  and  has  ever  since  been  its  Dean  and  one  of  its 
professors,  and  for  eleven  years  has  held  the  Ohair  of  Theory 
and  Practice.  He  is  a  saperb  teacher,  and  ei\joys  a  wide  ex- 
perience and  the  culture  obtained  from  one  of  the  largest 
medical  libraries  in  the  city.  His  lectures  draw  students  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  and  he  is  professionally  consulted  from  every 
State.  He  has  been  eminently  successful  in  several  lithotomy 
operations  and  other  capital  surgery.  While  making  a  busi- 
ness, he  taught  some  private  classes  in  botany  and  chemistry. 
In  May,  1861,  he  saw  the  coming  need  for  female  nurses,  or- 
ganized a  Florence  Nightingale  Society,  of  nearly  one  hundred 
prominent  ladies,  and  instructed  them  in  nursing  and  hospital 
duties.  General  McClellan  warmly  approved  this  .work,  which 
was  the  initiatory  movement  to  the  famous  Sanitary  Oommis- 
sion  of  the  war. 

In  1871,  Lawrence  University,  Wisconsin,  conferred  on  him 
an  honorary  Master  of  Arts.  In  1872,  and  subsequently,  he. 
conspicuously  advocated  a  system  of  State  medical  laws,  by 
which  a  very  high  standard  of  medical  education  would  be 
enforced  and  corrupt  colleges  be  overturned,  yet  the  rights  of 
the  people  and  of  individual  conviction  be  secured.  His 
articles  were  very  widely  copied.  He  is  a  rapid  writer ;  clear, 
elegant  and  forcible  in  style.  Few  men  surpass  him  in  literary 
taste  and  power  or  literary  culture.  Since  January,  1855,  he 
has  edited  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Gazette  and  Recorder  and 
published  several  text-books. 

Dr.  Cook  is  a  modest  and  retiring  gentleman,  carrying  the 
impress  of  the  refined  and  dignified  scholar.  He  is  greatly 
beloved  by  his  patients,  as  well  for  his  faithfulness,  tenderness 
and  glowing  cheerfulness,  as  for  his  hi^h  professional  skill. 
He  is  an  embodiment  of  professional  6ourtesy  and'  honor;  and 
a  city  or  a  country,  as  well  as  the  several  societies  to  which  he 
belongs,  may  be  proud  of  such  a  gentleman  and  scholar.  For 
more  than  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  holds  the  highest  official 
positions. — M.  C.  W.,  in  "  Williams^  History  of  Hamilton 
Counij/y  OhioJ*^ 


WILLIAM  H.  COOK'S 

PHYSIO-MEDIGAL^PUBLICATIONS. 

Soience  and  Pr&otioe  of  Medicine : 

Volume  I.  is  now  ready.  Contains  the  full  system  of  Physio-Med- 
ical Therapeutics,  Inflammation,  Fever,  Dropsy,  and  maladies  of  the 
Mouth,  Larynx,  Lungs,  Bronchi,  Heart,  Stoma2h  and  Boweb.     $6.00 

Physlo-Medioal    Dispensatory : 

By  Prof.  W.  H.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Part  I.  TTterapeutus. — The  Science  of 
selecting  and  id  ministering  Remedies.  Part  II.  Materia  Medka. — Full 
descriptions  of  the  New  School  Remedies.  Part  IH.  Phartmuy     $8.00 

Physio-Medloal  Surgery: 

Bv  Prof.  W.  H.  Cook,  M.  D.  Chiefly  Medical.  Gives  fuU  direc- 
tions for  New  School  treatment  of  Suppuration,  Ulcers,  Bums,  Piles, 
Erysipelas,  Cancer,  Gravel,  Venereal,  etc.  $6.00 

Woman's  Book  of  Health: 

A  Guide  for  the  Wife,  Mother  and  Maid,  $a.oo 

W.  K.  COOK,  131  Ninth  Street,  Cincinnati. 


lif.i 


— MANUFACTURER  OF — 

Surgical  &  Dental  Instruments, 

No.  71  West  Sixth  Street, 
£a.   Walnut  and  Vine,  CINCINNATI,    O. 

'  ''  Attuttlon  glTwi  to  flttliif  ITninH  ul  Appantnt  for  DeftnnltUii, 


